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JHE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  oi 
the  present  century,  has  said :  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Album  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
talking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
ndustry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
innny,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,'"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  v/hat 
tliey  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
tliat  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
|)ublishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
iuformalion  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

„  X'  I        ,  onr.  Biograimiical  Publishing  Co. 

Chicago,  November,  1890. 
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I  HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
1)0111  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
I  I  eb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
^  were  Augustine  and  Mary 
-^  (Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John. 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augu  ;- 
tine,  the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  si.K  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augu:,tine  Washington,  tlie  father  of  George,  died 
ill  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
ilie  I'atomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
sch.<ols  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
matliemai'cs.       His    spellinii   v-fas   rather   defective. 
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Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physica. 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  r.obleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4years  old  hehad  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandonsd.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being,  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  wae 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  Nortli- 
western  Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  joarney  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escovc,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     Tht 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelin'^  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  lie 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
exi)ulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
lo  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  look  an 
active  and  im|X)rtant  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealtliy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
deli)hia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congr-iss  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  Tiiis  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
wlio  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  lo  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  paa 
of  other  governments ;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
wiiile  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  ai  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  vv'as  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
'dent,  he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  witR  France 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate  officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  sevcie  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  Irs  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  home  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
lie  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  o< 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  hein^  dull. 
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(IHN    ADAMS,    the     second 
resident  and  the   first    Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was    born    in   Braintree     ( now 
Quinc)  ),Mabb  ,  and  about  ten 
miles    from    Boston,    Oct.    ig, 
<^  1735    Hib  great  grandfather,  Henry 
^dams,   emigrated   from    England 
about  1  fJ4o,  with  1  family  of   eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents   of  John   were   John    and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.     His 
father   was    a    farmer    of    limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.      He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
'  tion    at   Harvard    College.      John 

graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
'school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  liimself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  tliought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
cermed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, cf  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  \vitness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
'ion  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
jteps  toward  holdin^,  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions  he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos 
ton  in  r768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegate.-^ 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  th? 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  .ive 
appointed  June  ii,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  th^ 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows- 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
Ironi  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  ^\id  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  tlie  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
ciiosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going 'to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,hemade  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  .^dams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing hut  little,  he  st)ught  permission  to  return  to 
nis  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  T796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President, though  not  without  much  ojiposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
.Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

■JVhile   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   grea' 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or 
iginated  the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  hajipiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  lied.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  cttendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourih  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 

bum  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
?'  nell,  \lbermarle  county,  Va. 
'f  His  parents  were  Peter  and 
^  )  me  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
'■  tliL  termer  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
avid  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  lie 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  haid  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
orcise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
pliy  and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Creek  autiiors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholtir  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosei 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow- 
Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  th^rc 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
conrnianded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye" 
elegant  architecture,  which,  nest  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Cclonial  Congress 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committeec, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  apiiointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  fe,w  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     VVhat  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
Boverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
>;f  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  e.s  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Moniicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  J,  1794-  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  wiiich  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  ix)litical  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
.ic,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticelio. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses,— and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticelio,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
_  fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer.' 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  nex*. 
dny,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftietl- 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  v/hich  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom  ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  ard 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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■\MES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
^■'  Piesident  of  the  United  States, 
{  w  IS  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
<    thed  at  his  home  in  Virginia, 
-     lane  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
Jamcb  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   republic  were 
laid    He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   l)e   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in' 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
l)olitical  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  i,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsr 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-woik  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  hin^  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  lie  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed, 
'{"here  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented,  to  the  several  States  for  accei)tance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  jMwer  of  fascination, 
wliom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Mndison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretarj'of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  , 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  bdard  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects  ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  thegun- 
'  deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  i8th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  gava 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  jVIr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office,  'i'his  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan . 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling wilh  the  most  fornudable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  Februaiy, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  beirg 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Prcsidenti;il 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  18 15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  cliair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
jPresidentof  The  United  States, 
,  -lb  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
\  a,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
man)  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince 1 1  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  jears  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
\Villiam  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  tiie  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
[lolitical  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  .he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heiglits  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  ])ro- 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Steding.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jeff"erson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  17S2,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  E.xecutive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeplyas  Mr.  Monroeft;lt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  'he  Republican  parly, 
'.hat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  symi)athized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  l)e- 
tween  these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberries.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  Prance  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tneir  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territorj'  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  Wliile  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  oi 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  tlie  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstrarion.  At  the  elec 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  liis  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.'- 

This  fainous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  tlie  South  American  states,  and  did  not  vish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  h\  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  .^th  of  July,^  1831 
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^^  OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
^    \  h  President  of  the  United 
\>         es,  was   born  in   the   rural 
lie  of  his    honored    father. 
I   1  n  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
the  nth  cf  July,  1767.  His 
lother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
woith  watched  over  his  childhood 
durn  g   the  almost   constant   ab- 
se  ce  of  his  father.      When    but 
eii.,ht  )ears  of  age,  he   stood  with 
lother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
1   ^  to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle o  1  B  inker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
mg     p  from    the   conflagration   of 
Chailestown. 

When  but   eleven  years  old    he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
'  to  sail  with  his  father    for    Europe, 

through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  liright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paiis,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
cou.-.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad  Again 
iol.n  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  jiimself  with  great  diligence,  for  si.x  months, 
to  :.tudy;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
v/here  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea-s  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary'. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  montiis,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year,  .\gain  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  tc 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent- 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Afte" 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  ana 
consecrated  all  liis  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  Anierit:a.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  v.  lio  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  wiili  tlie  eliijuelte  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  .Vmerican  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  With  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  theageof  twentj-. 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Gieat  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  ir. 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Beiiin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  a?. 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughte- 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  tii* 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 


JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  memliers 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Qnincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  PetersDurg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  importart 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  taok  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  ap[)ointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  himdred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  iqion 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
th<;  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upriglit,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  tliat  of  John  Quinty  Adams;  and  never, per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu. 
lously  and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  \\  hen  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
I  Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  .Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
[xirientous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Qui.icy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupieu  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"  the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  '1  he 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  dating  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  ihe  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  • 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  tlie  pra)er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2ist  of  February,  1S4S,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  jiaper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  ])araly- 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  ihe  end  of  earth  ;"tlien  after  a  moment's 
])ause  he  addjd,  ^' I  et/ri  eoiitent"  These  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand     "Old     Man     F.loquent." 
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I   NDREW     JACKSON,     the 
b(.\enth    President     of     the 
United   States,  was  born  in 
U'axhaw  settlement,  N.    C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.     His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from    Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly;   and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,    made   visible,  which   was   at- 
tuutive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
17S1,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
dIow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successfi'l  ■"    'I'.itainini;    their   exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illnosc 
.Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  hinr  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  s  i:h  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witti  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  I'he  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  Januar)',  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  memler  in. 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andreiv  Jack-! 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress   then    l.eld  its 
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s'iSib.is, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gjn.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  fjr  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  181 2  witli  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred ujwn  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accej)ted,  and  the  troo[)s 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack r.pon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his-  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men.  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


ol  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suply  of  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  storiried.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
jxjwer  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  uix)n  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  iiundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  lune  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
I   son's   life   were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 


97 


2^Z^c^ 


EIGHTH  PRESIDENT. 


ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 

eighth      President     of     the 

United  States,  was  born  at 

Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 

1782.     He  died  at  the  same 

place,  July    24,    1862.      His 

body  rests  in   the  cemetery 

^l^^v"         at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 

i/^/pK,    '^  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 

W        high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 

|M        about  half  way  up   on    one    face. 

™         The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 

or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

.There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

.fe  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-ofiice  were  required  of  him 
"jefore  he  could  be  adiviitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
J.  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  par- 
sued  his  studies  witli  indefatigable  industry,  .\fter 
spending  si.K  yeni>i  in  an  office  in  '^li    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th. 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tht- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  iSi  2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  eave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  ne.xt  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

'iVhile  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  nK>!;t 
p  ominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic   party,  he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage "  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  -right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  he 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182  I  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Seriate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
ihe  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
rermined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
•'State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secredy  and 
£te."Uhily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
apjx/inted  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  Stale.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
ref  sed   to   ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Cliief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disf^ivor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
liis  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  thejjolitics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 

^'■■■^  f4lliG)«(?w£   TV>  SON,  the  ninth   President  of 
A'tk,  ^\S\ir    #)    the    United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,    Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
i;ig  received  a  thorough  comuion-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  fathet.  He 
ciien  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
iobert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
>igners  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

iJpon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstandlr.g  the  '•emonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
aDandoi^ed  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 


in   childhood 


dent  Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  .vas  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil . 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  tliis  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and 'traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The    vast    wilderness   over  which   Gov.    Harrisoi. 


-laviiig  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi-   I   reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abou' 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
ihese  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  OlUwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
tliey  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
i  1  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
frum  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  inarch.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. .Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  jxisted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

Tiie  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,  and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
liighly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  tlie 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Dus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubtir.g  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    th^    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Nortii-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1 81 6,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  wjiich  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  Tlie 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re -nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  forthe  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen,  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisv-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
1  lesidentof  the  United  States. 
Hl  was  born   in  Charles-city 
Co  ,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
w  IS  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the    early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and    JMary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great    assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly    with     his 
father    and    partly  with    Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
i  et  of  the  court   in  which    he  was 

r.ct  retained.  AVhen  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  <"Tovsrn- 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most'  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  suflficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tvler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  tlie  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  tlie  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
bis  profession.     There  was  a  cplit  in  the  Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
tcisonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  hizn.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
seqLience  of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  tlie  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
look  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
'839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  No:th:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  -cund  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honc:t  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own.?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  S  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      He   tsuggjested,   however,  that  he  >vould 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
Ic  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  pubhshed  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  AH  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabmet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  lelief.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unnsual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State, 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Ca\- 
houn  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress ; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  bv 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
lesident  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C,  Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were   Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the- year  i3o6,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  aiid  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the   members   of 
the   Polk  famly,  Samuel    Polk   emi- 
grated some   two   or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.      Here   in   the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared   their  log   huts, 
and  established  their  homes.    In  tlie 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk   spent    the 
early  years  of  his   childliood   and 
youth.     His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  thatof  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was   a   superior  woman,  of  strong   common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
iiim  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
l)rinciples  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  miglit  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  'a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  liis 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honors,  be» 
ing  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adliered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called'upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Najxileon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genia)   ard 
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tourterus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  tiie  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
meml>cr  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued' in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  ihat  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  I'^nnessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
merober,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  tlie  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,100k  tlie  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wa: 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"'  then  of  "occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion,"  was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  Tlie  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  tics 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  trantiuility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  Hut  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweei)ing  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1S49,  in  the  fifiv'-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  couiiuymen. 
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\CHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
Prtsident  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
^\  1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
I  her,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
\  ii^inian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
iish^d  patriot  and  soldier  of 
thi.  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
die  Lidians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  MaTgaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
'rom  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
jiromoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
;cd  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering  fifty  men,  many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  181 2,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down ;  the  savages  disappeared,  tiie 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.'  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTaylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac"  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
heie  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
ihe  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  183S,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
;-.midst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
Lnd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
WciS  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  (ten.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
Iht  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
.■pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  pohtics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
•l.iir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  wliose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles.  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  Qlh  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thvis,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an, unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  jihrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelUng-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  Inshor*- 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable.  la'Doi- 
saving   contempt    for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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LLARD  FILLMORE,  thiv- 
eiitli  PresideiUof  the  United 
-^tates,  was  born  at  SumuiL-r 
ilill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
'he  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
t  It  her  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ti)  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
diughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
qui-,ite  sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

Li  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  whith  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
:;nd  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  fanner's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Neav  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  librarj'.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing, 
to  }oung  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  cf  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  tha', 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood,— who  was  struck  nith  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  5'oung  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
r.o  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  abou*; 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halls 
^nd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
■gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
•State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tunmltuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  hmi  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  fi;-st  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected  Comptroller  of    the   State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Filhiiore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  apijointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

JVIr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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LWKLIN     PIERCE,    the 
^       ^\^^  V    fourteenth    President  of  the 

7<S  "^  I  ^  l^V    *"  '"'^'^  States,  was  born  in 
^  4  Hillsborough,   N.    H.,    Nov. 

3,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a   home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,   and 
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genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  Thi^ 
eminent  social  quahties  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  memberin 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wiiich  her  husband  was  honoied.    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk;  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  wliom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  i2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  day*  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Th^n  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all- 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   on    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  " irrepressible  conflict"  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
liim,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his   material    bounty. 
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I  AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
YI|J   States,   was  born    in    a    small 
^\%    frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the   AUegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where   the  humble   cabin   of  his 
father   stood   was    called     Stony 
^   Batter.     It  was    a   wild    and   ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly   all    around.       His    father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
I  1783,  with  little  property   save    his 

own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet   his  native   powers    e  ,- 


abled  him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  iSog,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S12,  when  be  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  oi:e  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  foi 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidenc/, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
r833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  m  .I'ng  repn- 
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sai.i  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  tlie  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  e.xists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
ujion  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived 114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  [wpular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March    4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
■'ears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
ss-iking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


I  ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws. 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.     He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominal  ed  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offerthem 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston  r  Fort  S'umpter 
was  besieged ;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-oflices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  whi<:h  rolled  its  hitlows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland    retreat,   June    i,    1868. 
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?  BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
\  sixteenth  President  of  the 
'^Lnited  States,  was  born  in 
y  Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
5)|  1  i8og.  About  the  yean  7  80,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
nnly  and  moved  into  the  tlieu 
wildsof  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
alter  tliis  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  hy 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girlb  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
1)0)  s,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  fo'-ever  be  enrolled 
with  tiie  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
.ess,  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  buili  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-motiier.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 
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cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana    Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  liini.  He  could  not  have  had  u 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  Thi'rre  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  dowr. 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfacticn  to  his  employers.      In  this  advc;i- 
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tare  liis  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that   upon   I 
liis  return  tiiey  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  oi  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  tlie  Legislature,  but 
was  defej.ted.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Saleni, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  tliat  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  ihe  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
;he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  ot  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  llie  most 
urominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  ho\Vever,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  )'ears  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him  : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fi.K  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  \\'ashington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
higli  position.  In  February,  186 1,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  tiie  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ol  tlie  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great   anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibihties  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo'^h  [)ersonal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  S|)ringfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  tlie 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  natioii 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguisli.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  ils  father;  his  ct>'.-.ntry- 
men  being  unable   to   decide    whiih  is    the   greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Vndrew  Johnson  contains  but 
,  ^_^  the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
2j4y  tion  and  friendlessness.  He 
_  [/  was  born  December  29,  1808, 
I  n\  Rileigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
'  belon_,ing  to  the  class  oi"  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  f.'ere 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Ar.drew  was  five 
I  years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
iost  nis  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  rr.gged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

i-ie  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  !;-.  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  tlie  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
m  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  tlie  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
learned  liis  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  boot 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  o- 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  houri 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatio;-  to  devote  such  time  =vs  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  p^js 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  lie 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1S40  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  T'ati 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos, 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  res])onsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi'.- 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  ivlr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "  Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i8uo,  ne 
pras  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
2rn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
£Ost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  iiKonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  im potently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect 


<^l_.A^<.yC^ 


EIGHTEENTH  FRESIDENT. 


LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
•'United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
'  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
^  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
I  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
joiid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  iu  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
ndians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
;ent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
lattle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
.or  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
■ne  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anin^l,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
10  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dalks,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  or.  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  isth  of 


ULYSSES  S.  GRANT. 


1 11  tie,  t86i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrenderor  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
iistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
tsushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  thf  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  parly 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1S72, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being    cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  2j, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
nineteenth  President  of 
f  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
^1  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Jruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
'  and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune OMt:r«king  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  16S0,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wai.  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  L.;e,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  h!s  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scytheij  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  inNewHavon,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  utiknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been' 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  AVar. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  nie 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  vicrim  of  nialaiiai 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver^ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  rime  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by' he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluuing  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's    ,  .r   of 

nim,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  Th  I;  to 

him.     You  have  got  him  along  so  .,'  ;  ;:>lii't 

wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  somctliiUL;  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
ivait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w>;nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
fister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  bit  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletovvn,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,31  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  rno'ved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
n;embers  such  men  as'^^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  iiominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  ol 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  CounciL 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  !if..  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  mo 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
proinoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dein- 
ocratic.  He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thumian,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
Ho  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  admii;'«tration  was  an  average  or-.' 
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A.MES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
t  "th  President  of  the  United 
St^tes,    was    born   Nov.    19, 
I  S3 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His   par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
1  es  \\  ell  known  in  the  early  his- 
toiy  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
tu    lut  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve    n  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
..  js  about  20  X  30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
.w-een  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
;iard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
■heir  four  children — Mehetabel,  'I'homas,  Mary  and 
'anies.  In  May,  1823^  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
.racted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
diis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
.'ell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biother's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  si s- 
'  itrs  live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  Ijring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he'  -struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strag- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  ulain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  hi 
was  about  si.xteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  ths 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Aiiios 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen'- 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  jiighest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,'  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion  : 
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"President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  coinmission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympath)'  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
-luirch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
•  arian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
jn  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantr)' 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  tistory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gei?,  Garfield  wan 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  si.xty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  ^Vhittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  Ther'?  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Sinct 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  whicl. 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  l 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whici 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  r4,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  in.licting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  peop"? 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
ig,  T883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  fou:  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    Presi'^.^iu    of  the 

United   States,    was    bom    in 

'"^l@%*ii^^^  f  rmkhnCourty,  Vermont,  on 

^  ■     — ^-  '^^    thefifthofOdobcr,  1S30,  andis 

the  oldest   of  a    family    of  two 

sons  and   five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  aBaptistc''-rgypian,who 

emigrated  to  tb'.s  country  from 

the  county  Antrim,   Ireland,    in 

his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

Newtonville,    neai    Albany,    after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
[^  ter  his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  i)ocket, 
and  eiitered  the  office  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success^ 
ful  career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  maj-rVd  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
I  in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon- 
athan Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  .South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hmi  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21,  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  heading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
vvas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
Einxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr, 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates;  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,thetwenty-second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  r4  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
Tisk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy  ?  "  he  asked.  "  Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
ihe  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed .'  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got.""  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  wiiile  lie  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  iheni  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
Dut  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
ejected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  BuiTalo  is  situated ;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
CHiiiinals.  In  tSSi  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  pne  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract :  "  This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos'  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  peopls  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1S82, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  Tlie  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
11,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  18S5,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  E,\ecutive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  t885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York;  Secretary 
of  War,  WilHara  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controverr^y  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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X  <^^^T^:^\:\-J  N.IAMIN  HARRISON,  the 
'"  '  '^^enty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
btorical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Ci  cm  well's  trusted  follow- 
and  fij^hters.  In  the  zenith  of  Croni- 
« oil's  power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Hariison  to  iwrticipate  in  the  trial  of 
Chailes  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
deaili  wai  rant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  16G0.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  tiie 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
r.;in  ILirrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  tlic  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1 7 74-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Geu    Wiiliani   Ileniv    Il.Trrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  20,  1833.  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  MiamiUniversity, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a,  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  t'tn 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
oinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  tb"! 
only  inheritance  of  his  life;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  s 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  tak3 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  anci  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  Lis  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  witii  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  hi  the  world,     lie 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  Diet  with  dight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  j-ear.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
iessif)n.     He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  18GG  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  t!ien  be- 
gan liis  experience  as  a  stump  speakej  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantrj',  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
witl:  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  f»est 
^•rilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
vX  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentar}'  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
lie  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
i!g  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  terra.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
TEan,  but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
sever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
icidcnts  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  z  re-election  as 
jeporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1876 
£6  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
feated, the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
3  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecial.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
and  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
he  served  six  j^ears,  and  T/as  known  as  one  of  the 
ibiest  men,  best  lawyer--  ..ud  strongest  debateis  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journe3'ed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
coBsmonljf  early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  tie 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  derired  to 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloq-ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  alwaj-s  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  witli 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Manj'  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
3-et  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  bril'lau:  orator  O'  tiii.  day 
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GO  VERNOIiS  OF  JLLWOJS. 


HADRACH  BOND,  the  first 
Ciovemor  of  Illinois  after  its 
organization  as  a  State,  serving 
from  1818  to  1822,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
in  the  year  1773,  and  was 
raised  a  farmer  on  his  father's 
plantation,  receiving  only  a  plain 
English  education.  He  emigrated 
to  this  State  in  1794,  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "Northwest  Territory," 
contmuing  in  the  vocation  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  his  native 
State,  in  the  "  New  Design,"  near 
Eagle  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County.  He  served  several  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  Territory,  after  it  was  organized  as  such, 
and  in  1S12-14  he  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Congresses,  taking  his  seat  Dec.  3, 
1812,  and  serving  until  Oct.  3,  i8r4.  These  were 
the  times,  the  reader  will  recollect,  when  this  Gov- 
ernment had  its  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
The  year  181 2  is  also  noted  in  the  history  of  this 
State  as  that  in  which  the  first  Territorial  Legislature 
was  held.  It  convened  at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  25,  and 
adjourned  Dec.  26,  following. 

While  serving  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  Mr.  Bond 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
t  on  on  the  public  domain.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
lerm  at  Washington  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  then  the  capital  of  tlie 
Territory.      In   company    with   John   G.    Comyges, 


Thomas  H.  Harris,  Charles  Slade,  Michael  Jones, 
Warren  Brown,  Edward  Humphries  and  Charles  W 
Hunter,  he  became  a  proprietor  of  the  site  of  the 
initial  city  of  Cairo,  which  they  hoped,  from  its  favor- 
able location  at  the  junction  of  the  two  greai 
rivers  near  the  center  of  the  Great  West,  would 
rapidly  develop  into  a  metropolis.  To  aid  the  enter- 
prise, they  obtained  a  special  charter  from  the  Legis- 
lature, incorporating  both  the  City  and  the  Bank  of 
Cairo. 

In  1818  Mr.  Bond  was  elected  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  being  inaugurated  Oct.  6 
that  year,  which  was  several  weeks  before  Illinois 
was  actually  admitted.  The  facts  are  these:  In 
January,  181 8,  the  Territorial  Legislature  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  as  a 
State,  Nathaniel  Pope  being  then  Delegate.  The 
petition  was  granted,  fixing  the  northern  line  of  the 
State  on  the  latitude  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
Lake  Michigan;  but  the  bill  was  afterward  so  amend- 
ed as  to  extend  this  line  to  its  present  latitude.  In 
July  a  convention  was  called  at  Kaskaskia  to  draft  a 
constitution,  which,  however,  was  not  submitted  to 
the  people.  By  its  provisions,  supreme  judges,  pros 
ecuting  attorneys,  county  and  circuit  judges,  record- 
ers and  justices  of  the  peace  were  all  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  or  elected  by  the  Legislature.  This 
constitution  was  accepted  by  Congress  Dec.  30.  Ar 
that  time  Illinois  comprised  but  eleven  counties, 
namely,  Randolph,  Madison,  Gallatin,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Jackson,  Crawford,  Bond,  Union,  Washington 
and  Franklin,  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  be- 
ing mainly  in  Madison  County.  Thus  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Bond  was   honored  by    the    naming   of  a 
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county  before  he  was  elected  Governor.  The  present 
county  of  Bond  is  of  small  limitations,  about  60  to  80 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  For  Lieutenant  Governor 
the  people  chose  Pierre  Menard,  a  prominent  and 
worthy  Frenchman,  after  whom  a  county  in  this  State 
is  named.  In  this  election  there  were  no  opposition 
candidates,  as  the  popularity  of  these  men  had  made 
their  promotion  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  S.ate,  even 
before  the  constitution  was  drafted,  a  foregone  con- 
tlusion. 

The  principal  points  that  excited  the  people  in 
reference  to  political  issues  at  this  period  were  local 
or  "internal  improvements,"  as  they  were  called. 
State  banks,  location  of  the  capital,  slavery  and  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Mr.  Bond  represented  the  "  Convention  party,"  for 
introducing  slavery  into  the  State,  supported  by  Elias 
Ke  It  Kane,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  John  Mc- 
Lean, while  Nathaniel  Pope  and  John  P.  Cook  led 
the  anti-slavery  element.  The  people,  however,  did 
not  become  very  much  excited  over  this  issue  until 
1820,  when  the  famous  Missouri  Compromise  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  limiting  slavery  to  the  south 
of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  except  in  Missouri.  While 
this  measure  settled  the  great  slavery  controversy, 
so  far  as  the  average  public  sentiment  was  tempor- 
arily concerned,  until  1854,  when  it  was  repealed 
under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  issue 
as  considered  locally  in  this  State  was  not  decided 
until  1824,  after  a  most  furious  campaign.  (See 
sketch  of  Gov.  Coles.)  The  ticket  of  1818  was  a 
compromise  one,  Bond  representing  (moderately)  the 
pro-slavery  sentiment  and  Menard  the  anti-slavery. 

An  awkward  element  in  the  State  government 
under  Gov.  Bond's  administration,  was  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  State  constitution.  The  Convention 
wished  to  have  Elijah  C.  Berry  for  the  first  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  but,  as  it  was  believed  that  the 
new  Governor  would  not  appoint  him  to  the  office, 
the  Convention  declared  in  a  schedule  that  "  an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attorney  general  and 
such  other  officers  of  the  State  as  may  be  necessary, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly."  The 
Constitution,  as  it  stood,  vested  a  very  large  appoint- 
ing power  in  the  Governor ;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  one  man  into  office,  a  total  change  was  made, 
and  the  power  vested  in  the  Legislature.  Of  this 
provision  the  Legislature   took  advantage,   and  de- 


clared that  State's  attorneys,  canal  commissioners, 
bank  directors,  etc.,  were  all  "  officers  of  the  State  " 
and  must  therefore  be  appointed  by  itself  independ- 
ently of  the  Governor. 

During  Gov.  Bond's  administration  a  general  law 
was  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  academies  and 
towns,  and  one  authorizing  lotteries.  The  session  of 
1822  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, to  act  in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  report  on  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Wabash  River;  also  inland  navigation 
generally.  Many  improvements  were  recommended, 
some  of  which  have  been  feebly  worked  at  even  till 
the  present  day,  those  along  the  Wabash  being  of  no 
value.  Also,  during  Gov.  Bond's  term  of  office,  the 
capital  of  the  State  was  removed  from  Kaskaskia  to 
Vandalia.  In  1820  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress 
authorizing  this  State  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands.  The  State  appointed  commissioners 
to  explore  the  route  and  prepare  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  estimates,  preparatory  to  its  execution; 
but,  being  unable  out  of  its  own  resources  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  abandoned 
until  some  time  after  Congress  made  the  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  its  construction. 

On  the  whole.  Gov.  Bond's  administration  was 
fairly  good,  not  being  open  to  severe  criticism  from 
any  party.  In  1824,  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  brought  out  as  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  ago^st  the  formidable  John  P. 
Cook,  but  received  only  4,374  votes  to  7,460  for  the 
latter.  Gov.  Bond  was  no  orator,  but  had  made 
many  fast  friends  by  a  judicious  bestowment  of  his 
gubernatorial  patronage,  and  these  worked  zealously 
for  him  in  the  campaign. 

In  1827  ex-Gov.  Bond  was  appointed  by  the  Leg- 
islature, with  Wm.  P.  McKee  and  Dr.  Gershom 
Jayne,  as  Commissioners  to  locate  a  site  for  a  peni- 
tentiary on  the  Mississippi  at  or  near  Alton. 

Mr.  Bond  was  of  a  benevolent  and  convivial  dis- 
position, a  man  of  shrewd  observation  and  clear  ap- 
preciation of  events.  His  person  was  erect,  stand- 
ing six  feet  in  height,  and  after  middle  life  became 
portly,  weighing  200  pounds.  His  features  were 
strongly  masculine,  complexion  dark,  hair  jet  and 
eyes  hazel ;  was  a  favorite  with  the  ladies.  He  died 
April  I  f,  1S30,  in  peace  and  contentment. 
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DWARD  COLES,  second 
Governor  of  Illinois,  1823- 
6,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1786, 
ill  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  on 
the  old  family  estate  called 
"Enniscorthy,"  on  the 
Green  Mountain.  His  fath- 
er, John  Coles,  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Having  been  fit- 
ted for  college  by  private  tutors,  he 
was  sent  to  Hampden  Sidney,  where 
he  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1805, 
when  he  was  removed  to  William  and 
Mary  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
This  college  he  left  in  the  summer  of 
1807,  a  short  time  before  the  final  and  graduating 
examination.  Among  his  classmates  were  Lieut. 
Gen.  Scott,  President  John  Tyler,  Wm.  S.  Archer, 
United  States  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  Justice 
Baldwin,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
President  of  the  latter  college,  Bishop  Madison,  was 
a  cousin  of  President  James  Madison,  and  that  cir- 
cumstance was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Coles  becoming 
personally  acquainted  with  the  President  and  re- 
ceiving a  position  as  his  private  secretary,  1809-15. 
The  family  of  Coles  was  a  prominent  one  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  mansion  was  the  seat  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Virginian  hospitality.  It  was  visited  by 
such  notables  as  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  the  Randolphs,  Tazewell,  Wirt,  etc.  At  the 
age  of  23,  young  Coles  found  himself  heir  to  a  plant- 
ation and  a  considerable  number  of  slaves.  Ever 
since  his  earlier  college  days  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  question  of  slavery.     He    read    every- 


thing on  the  subject  that  came  in  his  way,  and 
listened  to  lectures  on  the  rights  of  man.  The  more 
he  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  impossible 
was  it  for  him  to  reconcile  the  immortal  declaration 
"that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal  "  with  the 
practice  of  slave-holding.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
free  his  slaves  the  first  opportunity,  and  even  remove 
his  residence  to  a  free  State.  One  reason  which  de- 
termined him  to  accept  the  appointment  as  private 
secretary  to  Mr.  Madison  was  because  he  believed 
that  through  the  acquaintances  he  could  make  at 
Washington  he  could  better  determine  in  what  par', 
of  the  non-slaveholding  portion  of  the  Union  he  woulc 
prefer  to  settle. 

The  relations  between  Mr.  Coles  and  President 
Madison,  as  well  as  Jefferson  and  other  distinguished 
men,  were  of  a  very  friendly  character,  arising  from 
the  similarity  of  their  views  on  the  question  of  slavery 
and  their  sympathy  for  each  other  in  holding  doc- 
trines so  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  their  own  State. 

In  1857,  he  resigned  his  secretaryship  and  spent  a 
portion  of  the  following  autumn  in  exploring  the 
Northwest  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  lo- 
cation and  purchasing  lands  on  which  to  settle  his 
negroes.  He  traveled  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
an  extra  man  and  horse  for  emergencies,  through 
many  parts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
determining  finally  to  settle  in  Illinois.  At  this  time, 
however,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  our 
Government  and  Russia,  and  Mr.  Coles  was  selected 
to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  special  mission,  bear- 
ing important  papers  concerning  the  matter  at  issue. 
The  result  was  a  conviction  of  the   Emperor    (Alex- 
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andvii)  of  the  error  committed  by  his  minister  at 
Wj^hington,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the 
the  latter  from  the  post.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Coles 
visited  other  \)arts  of  Europe,  especially  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Gen.  Lafayette. 

In  the  spring  of  1819,  he  removed  with  all  his 
negroes  from  Virginia  to  Edwardsville,  III,  with  the 
intenlion  of  giving  them  their  liberty.  He  did  not 
make  known  to  them  his  intention  until  one  beautiful 
morning  in  April,  as  they  were  descending  the  Ohio 
River.  He  lashed  all  the  boats  together  and  called 
all  the  negroes  on  deck  and  made  them  a  short  ad- 
dress, concluding  his  remarks  by  so  expressing  him- 
self that  by  a  turn  of  a  sentence  he  proclaimed  in 
the  shortest  and  fullest  manner  that  they  were  no 
longer  slaves,  but  free  as  he  was  and  were  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  him  or  go  ashore  at  their  pleas- 
ure. A  description  of  the  effect  upon  the  negroes  is 
best  desciibed  in  his  own  language  : 

"The  effect  upon  them  was  electrical.  They  stared 
at  n.e  and  then  at  each  other,  as  if  doubting  the  ac- 
curacy or  reality  of  what  they  heard.  In  breathless 
silence  they  stood  before  me,  unable  to  utter  a  word, 
Init  with  countenances  beaming  with  expression  which 
no  words  could  convey,  and  which  no  language 
can  describe.  As  they  began  to  see  the  truth  of 
what  they  had  heard,  and  realize  their  situation,  there 
came  on  a  kind  of  hysterical,  giggling  laugh.  After 
a  pause  of  intense  and  unutterable  emotion,  bathed 
in  tears,  and  with  tremulous  voices,  they  gave  vent  to 
their  gratitude  and  implored  the  blessing  of  God 
o\\  me." 

Before  landing  he  gave  them  a  general  certificate 
of  freedom,  and  afterward  conformed  more  particu- 
larly with  the  law  of  this  State  requiring  that  each 
individual  should  have  a  certificate.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Coles,  all  the  more  noble  and  heroic  considering 
the  overwhelming  pro-slavery  influences  surrounding 
him,  has  challenged  the  admiration  of  every  philan- 
thropist of  modern  times. 

March  5,  1819,  President  Monroe  appointed  Mr. 
Coles  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  at  Edwardsvihe, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  principal  land  offices  in  the 
State.  While  acting  in  this  capacity  and  gaining 
many  friends  by  his  politeness  and  general  intelli- 
gence, the  greatest  struggle  that  ever  occurred  in 
Illinois  on  the  slavery  question  culminated  in  the 
furious  contest  characterizing  the  campaigns  and 
elections  of  1822-4.  In  the  summer  of  1823,  when  a 
new  Governor  was  to  be  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
I'lond,  the  pro-slavery  element  divided  into  factions, 
puiting  forward  for  the  executive  office  Joseph 
I'hillips,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  Thomas  C. 
lirowne  and  Gen.  James  B.  Moore,  of  the  State  Mil- 
itia. The  anti-slavery  element  united  upon  Mr. 
Coles,  and,  after  one  of  the  most  bitter  campaigns, 
succeeded  in  electing  him  as  Governor.  His  plural- 
ity over  Judge  Phillips  was  only  59  in  a  total  vote  of 


over  8,000.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  was  elected 
by  the  slavery  men.  Mr.  Coles' inauguration  speech 
was  marked  by  calmness,  deliberation  and  such  a 
wise  expression  of  appropriate  suggestions  as  to 
elicit  the  sanction  of  all  judicious  politicians.  But 
he  compromised  not  with  evil.  In  his  message  to 
tlie  Legislature,  the  seat  of  Government  being  then 
at  Vandalia,  he  strongly  urged  the  abrogation  of  the 
modified  form  of  slavery  whi'-.h  then  existed  in  this 
State,  contrary  to  the  Ordip.ance  of  1787.  His  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  seems  the  more  remarkable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  was  a  minority  Governor,  the 
population  of  Illinois  being  at  that  time  almost  ex- 
clusively from  slave-holding  States  and  by  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  the  perpetuation  of  that  old  relic 
of  barbarism.  The  Legislature  itself  was,  of  course, 
a  reflex  of  the  popular  sentiment,  and  a  majority  of 
them  were  led  on  by  fiery  men  in  denunciations  of 
the  conscientious  Governor,  and  in  curses  loud  and 
deep  upon  him  and  all  his  friends.  Some  of  the 
public  men,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  head  a  sort  of 
mob,  or  "  shiveree  "  party,  who  visited  the  residence 
of  the  Governor  and  others  at  Vandalia  and  yelled 
and  groaned  and  spat  fire. 

The  Constitution,  not  establishing  or  permitting 
slavery  in  this  State,  was  thought  therefore  to  be 
defective  by  the  slavery  politicians,  and  they  desired 
a  State  Convention  to  be  elected,  to  devise  and  sub- 
mit a  new  Constitution ;  and  the  dominant  politics 
of  the  day  was  "Convention"  and  "anti-Conven- 
tion." Both  parties  issued  addresses  to  the  people. 
Gov.  Coles  himself  being  the  author  of  the  address 
published  by  the  latter  party.  This  address  revealed 
the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  in  a  masterly  man- 
ner. It  is  difficult  for  us  at  this  distant  day  to  esti- 
mate the  critical  and  extremely  delicate  situation  in 
which  the  Governor  was  placed  at  that  time. 

Our  hero  maintained  himself  honorably  and  with 
supreme  dignity  throughout  his  administration,  and 
in  his  honor  a  county  in  this  State  is  named.  He 
was  truly  a  great  man,  and  those  who  lived  in 
this  State  during  his  sojourn  here,  like  those  who 
live  at  the  baseof  tlie  mountain,  were  too  near  to  see 
and  recognize  the  greatness  that  overshadowed  them. 

Mr.  Coles  was  married  Nov.  28,  1833,  by  Bisliop 
De  Lancey,  to  Miss  Sally  Logan  Roberts,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Roberts,  a  descendant  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
who  cami  to  this  country  with  Wm.   Penn  in    1682. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Gov. 
Coles  continued  his  residence  in  Edwardsville,  sup- 
erintending his  farm  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  fond 
of  agriculture,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  first  agri- 
cultural society  in  the  State.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  however,  and  having  no  family  to  tie  him 
down,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Eastern  cities. 
About  1832  he  changed  his  residence  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  died  July  7,  1868,  and  is  buried  at 
Woodland,  near  that  city. 
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I  Nf  I  AN  EDWARDS,  Governor 
jV  trom  T827  to  1830,  was  a  son 
]Y  of  Benjamin  Edwards,  and 
was  born  in  Montgomery 
I  o  County,  Maryland,  in  March, 
^  1775.  His  domestic  train- 
^V  ''  ing  was  well  fitted  to  give 
his  mind  strength,  firmness  and 
1  onorable  principles,  and  a  good 
loundation  was  laid  for  the  elevated 
character  to  which  he  afterwards 
attained.  His  parents  were  Bap- 
tists, and  very  strict  in  their  moral 
piinciples.  His  education  in  early 
)OUth  was  in  company  with  and 
pirtly  under  the  tuition  of  Hon.  VVm. 
Wirt,  whom  his  father  patronized, 
and  who  was  more  than  two  years 
older.  An  intimacy  was  thus 
formed  between  them  which  was  lasting  for  life.  He 
was  farther  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.  He  ne.xt  commenced  the  study  of  law,  but 
before  completing  his  course  he  moved  to  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  to  open  a  farm  for  his  father  and  to 
purchase  homes  and  locate  lands  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  Here  he  fell  in  the  company  of  dissolute 
companions,  and  for  several  years  led  the  life  of  a 
spendtlirift.  He  was,  however,  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  as  the  Representative  of  Nelson 
county  before  he  was  2 1  years  of  age,  and  was  re- 
elected by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 


In  1 7 98  he  was  licensed  to  practice  law,  and  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Courts  of  Tennes- 
see. About  this  time  he  left  Nelson  County  for 
Russellville,  in  Logan  County,  broke  away  from  his 
dissolute  companions,  commenced  a  reformation  and 
devoted  himself  to  severe  and  laborious  study.  He 
then  began  to  rise  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  soon, 
became  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  inside  of  four  years 
he  filled  in  succession  the  offices  of  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  Circuit  Judge,  fourth  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State, 
— all  before  he  was  32  years  of  age!  In  addition,  in 
1802,  he  received  a  commission  as  Major  of  a  battal- 
ion of  Kentucky  militia,  and  in  1804  was  chosen  a 
Presidential  Elector,  on  the  Jefferson  and  Clinton 
ticket.  In  1806  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  withdrew  on  being  promoted  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Illinois  was  organized  as  a  separate  Territory  in 
the  spring  of  r8og,  when  Mr.  Edwards,  then  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Kentucky,  received 
from  President  Madison  the  appointment  as  Gover- 
nor of  the  new  Territory,  his  commission  bearing  date 
April  24,  r8o9.  Edwards  arrived  at  Kaskaskia  in 
June,  and  on  the  i  ith  of  that  month  took  the  oath  of 
-office.  At  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  the  United  States  Saline,  tiiis  Government 
interest  then  developing  into  considerable  proportions 
in  Southern  Illinois.  Although  during  the  first  three 
years  of  his  administration  he  had  the  power  to  make 
new  counties  and  appoint  all  the  officers,  yet  he  always 
allowed  the  people  of  each  county,  by  an  informal 
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vote,  to  select  their  own  officers,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary. The  noted  John  J.  Crittenden,  afterward 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  appointed 
by  Gev.  Edwards  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of 
the  Territory,  which  office  was  accepted  for  a  short 
time  only. 

The  Indians  in  tSio  committing  sundry  depreda- 
tions in  the  Territory,  crossing  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  long  correspondence  fol- 
lowed between  the  respective  Governors  concerning 
the  remedies,  which  ended  in  a  council  with  the  sav- 
ages at  Peoria  in  1812,  and  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
the  treaties.  Peoria  was  depopulated  by  these  de- 
predations, and  was  not  re-settled  for  many  years 
afterward. 

As  Gov.  Edwards'  term  of  office  expired  by  law  in 
1812,  he  was  re-appointed  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  and  again  in  1815  for  a  third  term,  serving 
until  the  organization  of  the  State  in  the  fall  of  181 8 
tnd  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Bond.  At  this  time 
ex-Gov.  Edwards  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  colleague  being  Jesse  B.  Thomas.  As 
'lenator,  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  conspicuous  part,  and 
acquitted  himself  honorably  in  all  the  measures  that 
came  up  in  that  body,  being  well  posted,  an  able  de- 
bater and  a  conscientious  statesman.  He  thought 
seriously  of  resigning  this  situation  in  182 1,  but  was 
persuaded  by  his  old  friend,  \Vm.  Wirt,  and  others  to 
continue  in  office,  which  he  did  to  the  end  of  the 
term. 

He  was  then  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  by 
President  Monroe.  About  this  time,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Edwards  saw  suspicious  signs  in  the  conduct  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  an  ambitious  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  being  implicated  by  the  latter  in  some  of 
his  statements,  he  resigned  his  Mexican  mission  in 
order  fully  to  investigate  the  charges.  The  result 
was  the  exculpation  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Pro-slavery  regulations,  often  termed  "Black  Laws," 
disgraced  the  statute  books  of  both  the  Territory  and 
he  Stale  of  Illinois  during  the  whole  of  his  career  in 
.his  commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Edwards  always  main- 
tained the  doctrines  of  freedom,  and  was  an  important 
r.ctor  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended  in  a  victory 
for  his  party  in  1824. 

In  r826~7  the  Winnebago  and  other  Indians  com- 
mitted son-e  depredations  in  the  northern  part  of  the 


State,  and  the  white  settlers,  who  desired  the  landt; 
and  wished  to  exasperate  the  savages  into  an  evacu- 
ation of  the  country,  magnified  the  misdemeanors  of 
the  aborigines  and  thereby  produced  a  hostility  be- 
tween the  races  so  great  as  to  precipitate  a  little  war, 
known  in  history  as  the  "  Winnebago  War."  A  few 
chases  and  skirmishes  were  had,  when  Gen.  Atkinson 
succeeded  in  capturing  Red  Bird,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  putting  him  to  death,  thus  ending  the  contest,  a»: 
least  until  the  troubles  commenced  which  ended  in 
the  "  Black  Hawk  War  "  of  1832.  In  the  interpre- 
tation of  treaties  and  execution  of  their  provisions 
Gov.  Edwards  had  much  vexatious  work  to  do.  The 
Indians  kept  themselves  generally  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan  Territory,  and  its  Governor, 
Lewis  Cass,  was  at  a  point  so  remote  that  ready  cor- 
respondence with  him  was  difficult  or  impossible. 
Gov.  Edwards'  administration,  however,  in  regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  Illinois  frontier,  seems  to  have 
been  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  after  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois,  Gov.  Edwards  resided  upon  his 
farm  near  Kaskaskia,  which  he  had  well  stocked  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  from  Kentucky,  also  with 
fruit-trees,  grape-vines  and  shrubbery.  He  estab- 
lished saw  and  grist-mills,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  mercantile  business,  having  no  less  than  eight  or  ten 
stores  in  this  State  and  Missouri.  Notwithstanding 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  nearly  always  pur- 
chased the  goods  himself  with  which  to  supply  the 
stores.  Although  not  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, he  studied  the  healing  art  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  took  great  pleasure  in  prescribing  for,  and 
taking  care  of,  the  sick,  generally  without  charge. 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  poor,  several  widows  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel  becoming  indebted  to  him 
even  for  their  homes. 

He  married  Miss  Elvira  Lane,  of  Maryland,  in 
1803,  and  they  became  the  affectionate  parents  of 
several  children,  one  of  whom,  especially,  is  weli 
known  to  the  people  of  the  "  Prairie  State,"  namely, 
Ninian  Wirt  Edwards,  once  the  Superintendent  c' 
Public  Instruction  and  still  a  resident  of  Springfield 
Gov.  Edwards  resided  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Kas- 
kaskia from  1809  to  i8r8;  in  Edwardsville  (named 
after  him)  from  that  rime  to  1824;  and  from  the  lat- 
ter date  at  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  until  his 
death,  July  20,  1833,  of  Asiatic  ciiolera.  Edwards 
County  is  also  named  in  his  honor. 


(^^y^^Jhs^^v^^  C6^L^^^^ 


GO  VERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS. 


j:OHN  REYNOLDS,  Governor  1S31- 

4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  Feb.  26,1788. 
His  father,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
mother,  nee  Margaret  Moore, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1785,  land- 
ing at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment. When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  months  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  him  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  ex- 
posed to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest- 
ed by  them.  In  1794  they  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  111.,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagons,  encountering  many 
Hardships  on  the  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  of  his  childhood,  while  his  character  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  traits  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  principle 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.     In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal, 


this  time  to  the  "  Goshen  Settlement,"  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  southwest 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
that  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  livelihood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himseU' 
into  the  society  of  the  wealthy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  years, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors ;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modern 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  discipbne.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  him  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  Accordingly  he  returned  home  and  re- 
cuperated, and  in  18 12  resumed  his  college  and 
law  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  181 2  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  which  he 
practiced  with  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
family  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  language 
as  being  superior  to  all  others  for  social   intercourse 


JOHN  REYNOLDS. 


From  his  sendees  in  the  West,  in  the  war  of  1812, 
he  obtained  the  sobriquet  of  the  "  Old  Ranger."  He 
was  Orderly  Sergeant,  then  Judge  Advocate. 

Mr.  Reynolds  opened  his  first  law  office  in  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1814,  in  the  French  village  of 
IZahokia,  then  the  capital  of  St.  Clair  County. 

In  the  fall  of  1818  he  was  elected  an  Associate 
Justice  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  by  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1825  he  entered  more  earnestly  than 
ever  into  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  very  next  year 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  where  he 
acted  independently  of  all  cliques  and  private  inter- 
ests. In  1828  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  for 
the  first  time  distinctively  organized  as  such  in  Illi- 
nois, and  the  usual  party  bitterness  grew  up  and 
raged  on  all  sides,  while  Mr.  Reynolds  preserved  a 
iudicial  calmness  and  moderation.  The  real  animus 
if  the  campaign  was  "  Jackson  "  and  "  anti-Jackson," 
'he  former  party  carrying  the  State. 

In  August,  1830,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  elected  Gov- 
.rnor,  amid  great  excitement.  Installed  in  office,  he 
did  all  within  his  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, internal  improvements,  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal,  the  harbor  at  Chicago,  settling  the  coun- 
try, etc.;  also  reccmmended  the  winding  up  of  the 
State  Bank,  as  its  affairs  had  become  dangerously 
complicated.  In  his  national  politics,  he  was  a 
moderate  supporter  of  General  Jackson.  But  the 
most  celebrated  event  of  his  gubernatorial  admin- 
istration was  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  occurred 
in  1832.  He  called  out  the  militia  and  prosecuted 
the  contest  with  commendable  diligence,  appearing 
in  person  on  the  battle-grounds  during  the  most 
critical  periods.  He  was  recognized  by  the  President 
as  Major-General,  and  authorized  by  him  to  make 
treaties  with  the  Indians.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
gei:f,ral  Government  the  war  was  terminated  without 
much  bloodshed,  but  after  many  serious  fights.  This 
war,  as  well  as  everything  else,  was  materially  re- 
tarded by  the  occurrence  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  the 
West.  This  was  its  first  appearance  here,  and  was 
the  next  event  in  prominence  during  Gov.  Reynolds' 
term. 

South  Carolina  nullification  coming  up  at  this  time, 
t  was  heartily  condemned  by  both  President  Jackson 
,.nd  Gov.  Reynolds,  who  took  precisely  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Unionists  in  the  last  war. 

On  the  termination  of  his  gubernatorial  term  in 
.834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress, still  coi:sidering  himself  a  backwoodsman,  as 
'e  had  scarcely  been  outside  of  the  State  since  he 
became  of  age,  and  had  spent  nearly  all  his  youthful 
iays  in  the  wildest  region  of  the  frontier.  His  firft 
move  in  Congress  was  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  in 
all  elections  made  by  the  House  for  officers  the  votes 
should  be  given  viva  voce,  each  member  in  his  place 
naming  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes.  This 
created  considerable   heated  discussion,  but  was  es- 


sentially adopted,  and  remained  the  controlling  prin- 
ciple for  many  years.  The  ex  Governor  was  scarcely 
absent  from  his  seat  a  single  day,  during  eight  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years, 
and  he  never  vacillated  in  a  party  vote;  but  he  failed 
to  get  the  Democratic  party  to  foster  his  "  National 
Road"  scheme.  He  says,  in  "  My  Own  Times  "  (a 
large  autobiography  he  published),  that  it  was  only 
by  rigid  economy  that  he  avoided  insolvency  while  in 
VVashington.  During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he  was 
married,  to  a  lady  of  the  place. 

In  1837,  while  out  of  Congress,  and  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  he  built  the  first  railroad  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  namely,  one  about  six  miles  long, 
leading  from  his  coal  mine  in  the  Mississippi  bluff  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  St.  Louis.  Having  not 
the  means  to  purchase  a  locomotive,  they  operated  it 
by  horse-power.  The  next  spring,  however,  the  com- 
pany sold  out,  at  great  sacrifice. 

In  1839  the  ex-Governor  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  authorized  to  borrow 
money  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  Accord'ngly,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  and  succeeding  in  obtaining 
a  million  dollars,  which,  however,  was  only  a  fourth 
of  what  was  wanted.  The  same  year  he  and  his 
wife  made  at  our  of  Europe.  This  year,  also,  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  the  rather  awkward  little  responsibility 
of  introducing  to  President  Van  Buren  the  noted 
Mormon  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  as  a  "  Latter-Day 
Saint!" 

In  1846  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  St.  Clair  County,  more  particu- 
lariy  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  feasible  charter 
for  a  macadamized  road  from  Belleville  to  St.  Louis, 
a  distance  of  nearly  14  miles.  This  was  immediately 
built,  and  was  the  first  road  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1852,  when 
he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  i860,  aged 
and  infirm,  he  attended  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C  ,  as  an  anti-Douglas 
Delegate,  where  he  received  more  attention  from  the 
Southern  Delegates  than  any  other  member.  He 
supported  Breckenridge  for  the  Presidency.  After 
the  October  elections  foreshadowed  the  success  of 
Lincoln,  he  published  an  address  urging  the  Demo- 
crats to  rally  to  the  support  of  Douglas.  Immedi- 
ately preceding  and  during  the  late  war,  his  corre- 
spondence evinced  a  clear  sympathy  for  the  Southern 
secession,  and  about  the  first  of  March,  1861,  he 
urged  upon  the  Buchanan  officials  the  seizure  of  the 
treasure  and  arms  in  the  custom-house  and  arsenal 
at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  rather  talkative 
man,  and  apt  in  all  the  Western  phrases  and  catch- 
words that  ever  gained  currency,  besides  many  cun- 
ning and  odd  ones  of  his  own  manufacture. 

He  was  married  twice,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  Belleville,  in  May,  1865,  just  after  the  close 
of  the  war. 
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•^^'lILIAM  LEE  D.  EWING, 
Governor  of  Illinois  Nov.  3 
I  to  17,  1834,  was  a  native 
Jjf^//'  of  Kentucky,  and  probably 
if^^  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  had 
~^'  I  fine  education,  was  a  gentle- 
'  "■  ^  man  of  polished  manners  and 
refined  sentiment.  In  1830  John  Rey- 
nolds was  elected  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  Zadok  Casey  Lieutenant  Governor, 
md  for  the  principal  events  that  followed, 
and  the  characteristics  of  the  times,  see 
sketch  of  Gov.  Reynolds.  The  first  we 
see  Ml  history  concerning  Mr.  Ewing,  in- 
forms us  that  he  was  a  Receiver  of  Public 
Moreys  at  Vandalia  soon  after  the  organization  of 
Wii^,  State,  and  that  the  public  moneys  in  his  liands 
v.'ere  deposited  in  various  banks,  as  they  are  usually 
'.'"  the  '^^resent  day.  In  1823  the  State  Bank  was 
ubbed,  by  which  disaster  Mr.  Ewing  lost  a  thousand- 
dollar  deposit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  commission  as 
(olonel  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  in  emergencies 
ne  ac^ed  also  as  Major.  In  the  summer  of  1832, 
^.hen  iT'as  rumored  among  the  whites  that  Black 
Hawk  and  "lis  men  had  encamped  somewhere  on 
Rock  Rive.-,  Gen.  Henry  was  sent  on  a  tour  of 
reconnoisance,  and  with  orders  to  drive  the  Indians 
from  the  State.  After  some  opposition  from  his 
rubordinate  officers,  Henry  resolved  to  proceed  up 
Rock  River  in  search  of  the  enemy.  On  the  19th  of 
July,   early  in  the   morning,   five  baggage    wagons. 


camp  equipage  and  all  heavy  and  cumbersome  arti- 
cles were  piled  up  and  left,  so  that  the  army  might, 
make  speedy  and  forced  marches.  For  some  miles 
the  travel  was  exceedingly  bad,  crossing  swamps 
and  the  worst  thickets;  but  the  large,  fresh  trail 
gave  life  and  animation  to  the  Americans.  Gen. 
Dodge  and  Col.  Ewing  were  both  actmg  as  Majors, 
and  composed  the  "  spy  corps  "  or  vanguard  of  the 
army.  It  is  supposed  the  army  marched  nearly  50 
miles  this  day,  and  the  Indian  trail  they  followed 
became  fresher,  and  was  strewed  with  much  property 
and  trinkets  of  the  red-skins  that  they  had  lost  or 
thrown  away  to  hasten  their  march.  During  the 
following  night  there  was  a  terrific  thunder-storm,  and 
the  soldiery,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  were  thor- 
oughly drenched. 

On  approaching  nearer  the  Indians  the  next  day. 
Gen.  Dodge  and  Major  Ewing,  each  commanding  a 
battalion  of  men,  were  placed  in  front  to  bring  on  the 
battle,  but  the  savages  were  not  overtaken  this  day 
Forced  marches  were  continued  until  they  reached. 
Wisconsin  River,  where  a  veritable  battle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  about  68  of  Black  Hawk's 
men.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chase,  and 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  trail  of  the  Indians 
leading  toward  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Ewing  formed 
his  battalion  in  order  of  battle  and  awaited  the  order 
of  Gen.  Henry.  The  latter  soon  appeared  on  the 
ground  and  ordered  a  charge,  which  directly  resulted 
in  chasing  the  red  warriors  across  the  great  river. 
Maj.  Ewing  and  his  command  proved  particularly 
efficient  in  war,  as  it  seems  they  were  the  chief  actors 
in  driving  the  main  body  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in- 
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eluding  Black  HaWk  himself,  across  the  Mississippi, 
while  Gen.  Atkinson,  commander-in-chief  of  the  ex- 
pedition, with  a  body  of  the  army,  was  hunting  for 
them  "Jn  another  direction. 

In  the  above  affair  Maj.  Ewmg  is  often  referred  to 
as  a  "  General,"  which  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
connection  with  the  militia. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  (1832) 
that  Lieutenant  Governor  Casey  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress and  Gen.  Ewing,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
Senate,  was  chosen  to  preside  over  that  body.  At 
the  August  election  of  1834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  also 
elected  to  Congress,  more  than  a  year  ahead  of  the 
time  at  which  he  could  actually  take  his  seat,  as  was 
then  the  law.  His  predecessor,  Charles  Slade,  had 
just  died  of  Asiatic  cholera,  soon  after  the  elec- 
tion, and  Gov.  Reynolds  was  chosen  to  serve  out  his 
\inexpired  term.  Accordingly  he  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington in  November  of  that  year  to  take  his  seat  in 
Congress,  and  Gen.  Ewing,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as 
President  of  the  Senate,  became  Governor  of  the 
Stat3  of  Illinois,  his  term  covering  only  a  period  of 
15  days,  namely,  from  the  3d  to  the  17th  days,  in- 
clusive, of  November.  On  the  17th  the  Legislature 
met,  and  Gov.  Ewing  transmitted  to  that  body  his 
message,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State  at  that  time,  and  urging  a  contin- 
uance of  the  ix)licy  adopted  by  his  predecessor;  and 
on  the  same  day  Governor  elect  Joseph  Duncan 
was  sworn  into  office,  thus  relieving  Mr.  Ewing  from 


the  responsible  situation.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
such  a  juncture  has  happened  in  the  history  of  Illi- 
nois. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  Gen.  Ewing  was 
elected  a  United  States  Senator  to  serve  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Elias  Kent  Kane,  deceased.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  a  very  prominent  figure  in  the 
eady  politics  of  Illinois,  and  a  county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor.  The  election  of  Gen.  Ewing  to 
the  Senate  was  a  protracted  struggle.  His  competi- 
tors were  James  Semple,  who  afterwards  held  several 
important  offices  in  tiiis  State,  and  Richard  M. 
Young,  afterward  a  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Supreme  Judge  and  a  man  of  vast  influence.  On 
the  first  ballot  Mr.  Semple  had  25  votes.  Young  19 
and  Ewing  18.  On  the  eighth  ballot  Young  was 
dropped ;  the  ninth  and  tenth  stood  a  tie  ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  Ewing  received  40,  to  Semple  37,  and  was 
accordingly  declared  elected.  In  1837  Mr.  Ewing 
received  some  votes  for  a  continuance  of  his  term  in 
Congress,  when  Mr.  Young,  just  referred  to,  was 
elected.  In  1842  Mr.  Ewing  was  elected  State 
Audit?r  on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Ford. 

Gen.  Ewing  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  was  much  in  public  life.  lu  person 
he  was  above  medium  height  and  of  heavy  build, 
with  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  large-sized  head  and 
short  face.  He  was  genial,  social,  friendly  and 
affable,  with  fair  talent,  though  of  no  high  degree  of 
originality.    He  died  March  25,  1846. 
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OSEPH  DUNCAN,  Governor 
1834-8,  was  born  at  Paris, 
Ky.,  Feb.  23,  1794.  At  the 
tender  age  of  19  years  he  en- 
hsted  in  the  war  against  Great 
Britain,  and  as  a  soldier  he 
acquitted  himself  with  credit.  He 
was  an  Ensign  under  the  daunt- 
less Croghan  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
or  Fort  Stephenson.  In  lUinois 
lie  first  appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
city as  Major-General  of  the  Militia, 
a  position  which  his  military  fame 
had  procured  him.  Subsequently 
he  became  a  State  Senator  from 
j  Jackson  County,  and  is  honorably 
mentioned  for  introducing  the  first  bill  providing  for 
a  free-school  system.  In  1826,  when  the  redoubt- 
able John  P.  Cook,  who  had  previously  beaten  such 
men  as  John  McLean,  Elias  Kent  Kane  and  ex- 
Gov.  Bond,  came  up  for  the  fourth  time  for  Congress, 
Mr.  Duncan  was  brought  forward  against  him  by  his 
friends,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  the  politicians. 
As  yet  he  was  but  little  known  in  the  State.  He  was 
an  original  Jackson  man  at  that  time,  being  attached 
to  his  political  fortune  in  admiration  of  the  glory  of 
his  militaiy  achievements.  His  chances  of  success 
against  Cook  were  generally  regarded  as  hopeless, 
but  he  entered  upon  the  campaign  undaunted.  His 
speeches,  though  short  and  devoid  of  ornament,  were 
full  of  good  sense.  He  made  a  diligent  canvass  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Cook  being  hindered  by  the  condition  of 
his  health.  The  most  that  was  expected  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  under  the  circumstances,  was  that  he  would 


obtain  a  respectable  vote,  but  without  defeating  Mr. 
Cook.  The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  a 
source  of  surprise  and  amazement  to  both  friends 
and  foes,  as  Mr.  Duncan  came  out  641  votes  ahead! 
He  received  6,321  votes,  and  Mr.  Cook  5,680.  Un- 
til this  denouement,  the  violence  of  party  feeling 
smoldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  was  not  duly  appreciated. 
Aside  from  the  great  convention  struggle  of  1824,  no 
other  than  mere  local  and  personal  considerations 
had  ever  before  controlled  an  election  in  Illinois. 

From  the  above  date  Mr.  Duncan  retained  his 
seat  in  Congress  until  his  election  as  Governor  in 
August,  1834.  The  first  and  bloodless  year  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Rey- 
nolds to  the  position  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
volunteers,  and  he  conducted  his  brigade  to  Rock 
Island.  But  he  was  absent  from  the  State,  in  Wash- 
ington, during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  and  did 
not  personally  participate  in  it,  but  addressed  circu- 
lars to  his  constituents.  His  election  was,  indeed, 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  his  absence,  be- 
cause his  estrangement  from  Jackson,  formerly  his 
political  idol,  and  also  from  the  Democracy,  largely 
in  ascendency  in  the  State,  was  complete  ;  but  while 
his  defection  was  well  known  to  his  Whig  friends, 
and  even  to  the  leading  Jackson  men  of  this  State, 
the  latter  were  unable  to  carry  conviction  of  that  fact 
to  the  masses,  as  mail  and  newspaper  facilities  at 
that  day  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
time.  Of  course  the  Governor  was  much  abused 
afterward  by  the  fossilized  Jackson  men  who  re- 
garded party  ties  and  affiliations  as  above  all 
other  issues  that  could  arise;  but  he  was  doubtless 
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sincere  in  his  opposition  to  the  old  hero,  as  the  latter 
j:ad  vetoed  several  important  western  measures 
which  were  dear  to  Mr.  Duncan.  In  his  inaugural 
message  he  threw  off  the  mask  and  took  a  bold  stand 
rgainst  the  course  of  the  President.  The  measures 
'.e  recommended  in  his  message,  however,  were  so 
desirable  that  the  Legislature,  although  by  a  large 
majority  consisting  of  Jackson  men,  could  not  refrain 
from  endorsing  them.  These  measures  related 
:uainly  to  bar.Jis  and  internal  improvements. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Duncan  was  Governor  that  the 
people  of  Illinois  went  whirling  on  with  bank  and  in- 
ternal improvement  schemes  that  well  nigh  bank- 
-upted  the  State.  The  hard  times  of  1837  came  on, 
and  the  disasters  that  attended  the  inauguration  of 
;hese  plans  and  the  operation  of  the  banks  were  mu- 
tually charged  upon  the  two  political  parties.  Had 
any  cx.t  man  autocratic  power  to  introduce  and 
carry  on  any  one  of  these  measures,  he  would  proba- 
bly have  succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public ; 
::ut  as  many  jealous  men  had  hold  of  the  same  plow 
Handle,  no  success  followed  and  each  blamed  the  other 
'^or  the  failure.  In  this  great  vortex  Gov.  Duncan 
was  carried  along,  suffering  the  like  derogation  of 
character  with  his  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  height  of  the  excitement  the  Legislature 
"provided  for"  railroads  from  Galena  to  Cairo,  Alton 
to  Sliawneetown,  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel,  Alton  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  State  in  the  direction  of 
Terre  Haute,  Quincy  via  Springfield  to  the  Wabash, 
Bloomington  to  Pekin,  and  Peoria  to  Warsaw, — in  all 
about  1,300  miles  of  road.  It  also  provided  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kaskaskia, 
Illinois,  Great  and  Little  Wabash  and  Rock  Rivers  ; 
also  as  a  placebo.,  $200,000  in  money  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  counties  wherein  no  improve 
ments  were  ordered  to  be  made  as  above.  The 
estimate  for  the  expenses  for  all  these  projects  was 
.laced  at  a  little  over  $10,000,000,  which  was  not 
more  i.ian  half  enough!  That  would  now  be  equal  to 
saddling  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  $225,000,000!  It 
was  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  State  several  times 
over,   even   counting  all  the  possible  benefits. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  that  ever  occurred 
in  this  fair  State  was  the  murder  of  Elijah  P.  Love- 
^oy  in  the  fall  of  1837,  at  Alton,  during  Mr.  Duncan's 
ierm  as  Governor.  Lovejoy  was  an  "  Abolitionist," 
editing  the  Observer  at  that  place,  and  the  pro- 
slavery  slums  there  formed  themselves  into  a  mob, 


and  after  destroying  successively  three  presses  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  surrounded  the  warehouse 
where  the  fourth  press  was  stored  away,  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it,  and  where  Lovejoy  and  his  friends 
were  entrenching  themselves,  and  shot  and  killed  the 
brave  reformer! 

About  this  time,  also,  the  question  of  removing  the 
State  capital  again  came  up,  as  the  20  years'  limit  for 
its  existence  at  Vandalia  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement  over 
the  matter,  the  two  main  points  competing  for  it  be- 
ing Springfield  and  Peoria.  The  jealousy  of  the  lat- 
ter place  is  not  even  yet,  45  years  afterward,  fully 
allayed. 

Gov.  Duncan's  term  expired  in  1838.  In  1842 
he  was  again  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  this  time  by  the  Whig  party,  against  Adam 
W.  Snyder,  of  St.  Clair  County,  the  nominee  of  the 
Democrats.  Charles  W.  Hunter  was  a  third  candi- 
date for  the  same  position.  Mr.  Snyder,  however,  died 
before  the  campaign  had  advanced  very  far,  and  his 
party  substituted  Thomas  Ford,  who  was  elected, 
receiving  46,901  votes,  to  38,584  for  Duncan,  and 
909  for  Hunter.  The  cause  of  Democratic  success 
at  this  time  is  mainly  attributed  to  the  temporary 
support  of  the  Mormons  which  they  enjoyed,  and  the 
want  of  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
that  Mr.  Ford  was  opposed  to  any  given  policy  en- 
tertained in  the  respective  localities. 

Gov.  Duncan  was  a  man  of  rather  limited  educa- 
tion, but  with  naturally  fine  abilities  he  profited 
greatly  by  his  various  public  services,  and  gathered 
a  store  of  knowledge  regarding  public  affairs  which 
served  him  a  ready  purpose.  He  possessed  a  clear 
judgment,  decision,  confidence  in  himself  and  moral 
courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  right.  In  his 
deportment  he  was  well  adapted  to  gain  the  admira- 
tion of  the  people.  His  intercourse  with  them  was 
both  affable  and  dignified.  His  portrait  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's mansion,  from  which  the  accompanying  was 
made,  represents  him  as  having  a  swarthy  complex- 
ion, high  cheek  bones,  broad  forehead,  piercing  black 
eyes  and  straight  black  hair. 

He  was  a  liberal  patron  of  the  Illinois  College  at 
Jacksonville,  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan.  15,  1844,  a  devoted 
member  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  leaving  a  wife 
but  no  children.  Two  children,  born  to  them,  had 
died  in  infancy. 
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'HOMAS  CARLIN,  the  sixth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
IlHnois,  serving  from  1838 
to  1842,  was  also  a  Ken- 
tuckian,  being  born  near 
Frankfort,  that  State,  July 
18,  1789,  of  Irish  paternit)'. 
The  opportunities  for  an  education 
being  very  meager  in  his  native 
place,  he,  on  approaching  years  of 
jad^ment  and  maturity,  applied 
himself  to  those  branches  of  learn- 
ing that  seemed  most  important, 
and  thus  became  a  self-made  man  ; 
and  his  taste  for  reading  and 
study  remained  with  him  through 
life.  In  1803  his  father  removed 
10  Missouri,  then  a  part  of  "  New  Spain,"  where  he 
died  in  1810. 

In  i8t2  young  Carlin  came  to  Illinois  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  "ranging"  service  incident  to  the 
war  of  that  period,  proving  himself  a  soldier  of  un- 
daunted bravery.  In  1814  he  married  Rebecca 
Huitt,  and  lived  for  four  years  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sc.;ri,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County.  He  located  the  town  site  of  Car- 
rt*'tor.,  in  that  county,  and  in  1825  made  a  liberal 
donation  of  land  for  county  building  purposes.  He 
was  the  first  Sheriff  of  that  county  after  its  separate 
organization,  and  afterward  was  twice  elected,  as  a 
Jackson  Democrat,  to  the  Illinois  Senate.  In  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  commanded  a  spy  battalion,  a 
post  of  considerable  danger.  In  1834  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Jackson  to  the  position  of 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  and  to  fulfill   the  office 


more  conveniently  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Quincy. 

While,  in  r838,  the  unwieldy  internal  improvement 
system  of  the  State  was  in  full  operation,  with  all  its 
expensive  machinery,  amidst  bank  suspensions 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  great  stringency  in 
the  money  market  everywhere,  and  Illinois  bonds 
forced  to  sale  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  the  "  hardest 
times  "  existing  that  the  people  of  the  Prairie  State 
ever  saw,  the  general  election  of  State  officers  was 
approaching.  Discreet  men  who  had  cherished  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  subsidence  of  the  public  infatua- 
tion, met  with  disappointment.  A  Governor  and 
Legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  these  were  now 
looked  forward  to  for  a  repeal  of  the  ruinous  State 
policy.  But  the  grand  scheme  had  not  yet  lost  its 
dazzling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Time  and  experience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated 
its  utter  absurdity.  Hence  the  question  of  arresting 
its  career  of  profligate  expenditures  did  not  become 
a  leading  one  with  the  dominant  party  during  the 
campaign,  and  most  of  the  old  members  of  tlie  Leg- 
islature were  returned  at  this  election. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Democrats,  in  State 
Convention  assembled,  nominated  Mr.  Carlin  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  S.  H.  Anderson  for  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  while  the  Whigs  nominated  Cyrus  Ed- 
wards, brother  of  Ninian  Edwards,  formerly  Governor, 
and  W.  H.  Davidson.  Edwards  came  out  strongly 
for  a  continuance  of  the  State  policy,  while  Car'ir 
remained  non-committal.  This  was  the  first  time 
that  the  two  main  political  parties  in  this  State  were 
unembarrassed  by  any  third  party  in  the  field.  The 
result  of  the  election  was :  Carlin,  35,573;  Ander- 
son, 30,335  ;  Edwards,  29,629  ;  and  Davidson,  28,- 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  subsequent  Legislature 
(1839),  the  retiring  Governor  CDuncan)  in    his  mes- 
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sage  spoke  in  emphatic  terms  of  the  impolicy  of  the 
internal  improvement  system,  presaging  the  evils 
threatened,  and  uiged  that  body  to  do  their  utmost 
to  correct  the  great  error ;  yet,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Legislature  not  only  decided  to  continue  the  policy 
but  also  added  to  its  burden  by  voting  more  appro- 
priations and  ordering  more  improvements.  Although 
the  money  market  was  still  stringent,  a  further  loan 
of  $4,000,000  was  ordered  for  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal  alone.  Cn'cago  at  that  time  began  to 
loom  up  and  promise  to  be  an  important  city,  even 
the  great  emporium  of  the  West,  as  it  has  since  in- 
deed came  to  be.  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  an  incompe- 
tent financier,  was  commissioned  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  accordingly  hastened  to  the  East  on  this  respons- 
ible errand,  and  negotiated  the  loans,  at  considera- 
ble sacrifice  to  the  State.  Besides  this  embarrassment 
to  Carlin's  administration,  the  Legislature  also  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  authority  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
of  State  until  a  vacancy  existed,  and  A.  P.  Field,  a 
Whig,  who  had  already  held  the  post  by  appointment 
through  three  administrations,  was  determined  to 
keep  the  place  a  while  longer,  in  spite  of  Gov.  Car- 
lin's preferences.  The  course  of  the  Legislature  in 
this  regard,  however,  was  finally  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  a  quo  warranto  case  brought  up 
before  it  by  John  A.  McClernand,  whom  the  Gov- 
ernor had  nominated  for  the  office.  Thereupon  that 
dignified  body  was  denounced  as  a  "Whig  Court!" 
endeavoring  to  establish  the  principle  of  life-tenure 
of  office. 

A  new  law  was  adopted  re-organizing  the  Judici- 
ary, and  under  it  five  additional  Supreme  Judges 
were  elected  by  the  Legislature,  namely,  Thomas 
Ford  (afterward  Governor),  Sidney  Breese,  Walter  B. 
Scales,  Samuel  H.  Treat  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas — 
all  Democrats. 

It  was  during  Cov.  Carlin's  administration  that  the 
noisy  campaign  of  "  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too  "  oc- 
curred, resulting  in  a  Whig  victory.  This,  however, 
did  net  affect  Illinois  politics  very  seriously. 

Another  prominent  event  in  the  West  during  Gov. 
Carlin's  term  of  office  was  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  Mormons  and  their  removal  from  Independence, 
Mo.,  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  in  1840.  At  the  same  time 
they  began  to  figure  somewhat  in  State  politics.  On  1 
account  of  their  believing — as  they  thought,  accord- 
ing to  the  New  Testament — thnt    they  should    have    | 


"all  things  common,"  and  that  consequently  "all 
the  earth  "  and  all  that  is  upon  it  were  the"  Lord's  " 
and  therefore  the  property  of  his  "  saints,"  they 
were  suspected,  and  correctly,  too,  of  committing 
many  of  the  deeds  of  larceny,  robbery,  etc.,  that 
were  so  rife  throughout  this  country  in  those  days. 
Hence  a  feeling  of  violence  grew  up  between  the 
Mormons  and  "anti-Mormons."  In  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  Mormons  always  supported  the  Dem- 
ocracy until  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Democratic 
government,  when  they  turned  their  support  to  the 
Whigs.  They  were  becoming  numerous,  and  in  the 
Legislatureofi84o-i,  therefore,  it  became  a  matter 
of  great  interest  with  both  parties  to  conciliate  these 
people.  Through  the  agency  of  one  John  C.  Ben- 
nett, a  scamp,  the  Mormons  succeeded  in  rushing 
through  the  Legislature  (both  parties  not  daring  to 
oppose)  a  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo  which  vir- 
tually erected  a  hierarchy  co-ordinate  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government  itself.  In  the  fall  of  1841  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  made  a  demand  upon  Gov. 
Carlin  for  the  body  of  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon  leader, 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Gov.  Carlin  issued  the 
writ,  but  for  some  reason  it  was  returned  unserved. 
It  was  again  issued  in  1842,  and  Smith  was  arrested, 
but  was  either  rescued  by  his  followers  or  discharged 
by  the  municipal  court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Democratic  Convention 
nominated  Adam  W.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  for  Gov- 
ernor. As  he  had  been,  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, rather  friendly  to  the  Mormons,  the  latter 
naturally  turned  their  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  The  next  spring  the  Whigs  nominated  E.x- 
Gov.  Duncan  for  the  same  office.  In  the  meantime 
the  Mormons  began  to  grow  more  odious  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  the  comparative  prospects 
of  the  respective  parties  for  success  became  very 
problematical.  Mr.  Snyder  died  in  May,  and 
Thomas  Ford,  a  Supreme  Judge,  was  substituted  as 
a  candidate,  and  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term,  Mr.  Carlin 
removed  back  to  his  old  home  at  Carrollton,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  before  his  ele- 
vation to  office,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  t8.;.g 
he  served  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  D.  Fry  in  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives,  and  died  Feb.  4, 
1852,  at  his  residence  at  Carrollton,  leaving  a  wife 
and  seven  children. 
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JHOMAS  FORD,  Governor 
from  1842  to  1846,  and  au- 
thor of  a  very  interesting 
history  of  Illinois,  was  born 
at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  r  800.  His  mother,  after 
the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band (Mr.  Forquer),  married  Rob- 
ert Ford,  who  was  killed  in  1802, 
by  the  Indians  in  the  mountains 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  conse- 
quently left  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, with  a  large  family,  mostly 
girls.  With  a  view  to  better  her 
condition,  she,  in  1804,  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  give  land  to  actual  settlers;  but  upon  her 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  she  found  the  country  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  liberal  policy  toward  set- 
tlers changed  by  the  new  ownership.  After  some 
sickness  to  herself  and  family,  she  finally  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  some  three  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, but  the  following  year  moved  nearer  the  Missis- 
sippi   bluff:,.      Here    young    Ford    received    his   first 


schooling,  under  the  instructions  of  a  Mr.  Humphrey, 
for  which  he  had  to  walk  three  miles.  His  mother, 
though  lacking  a  thorough  education,  was  a  woman 
of  superior  mental  endowments,  joined  to  energy 
and  determination  of  character.  She  inculcated  in 
her  children  those  high-toned  principles  which  dis- 
tinguished her  sons  in  public  life.  She  exercised  a 
rigid  economy  to  provide  her  children  an  education; 
but  George  Forquer,  her  oldest  son  (six  years  older 
than  Thomas  Ford),  at  an  early  age  had  to  quit 
school  to  aid  by  his  labor  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  afterward  became  an  eminent  man  in  Illinois 
affairs,  and  but  for  his  early  death  would  probably 
have  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Young  Ford,  with  somewhat  better  opportunities, 
received  a  better  education,  though  limited  to  the 
curriculum  of  the  common  school  of  those  pioneer 
times.  His  mind  gave  early  promise  of  superior  en- 
dowments, with  an  inclination  for  mathematics.  His 
proficiency  attracted  the  attention  of  Hon.  Daniel  P. 
Cook,  who  became  his  efficient  patron  and  friend. 
The  latter  gentleman  was  an  eminent  Illinois  states- 
man who,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  obtained  a  grant 
of  300,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  completing  the 
Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal,  and  after  whom  the 
county  of  Cook  was  named.     Through  the  advice  of 
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\\\\i  genileinan,  Mr.  Ford  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law;  but  Forquer,  then  merchandising,  re- 
garding; his  educatioa  defective,  sent  hini  to  Transyl- 
vania University,  where,  however,  he  remained  but 
one  term,  owing  to  Forquer's  failure  in  business.  On 
liis  return  he  alternated  his  law  reading  with  teach- 
ing school  for  support. 

In  1829  Gov.  Edwards  appointed  hira  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  in  1831  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Reynolds,  and  after  that  he  was  four  times  elected  a 
Judge  by  the  Legislature,  without  opposition,  twice  a 
Circuit  Judge,  once  a  Judge  of  Chicago,  and  as  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when,  in  1841, 
the  latter  tribunal  was  re-organized  by  the  addition 
of  five  Judges,  all  Democrats.  Ford  was  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  while  in  this  capacity 
he  was  holding  Court  in  Ogle  County  he  received  a 
notice  of  his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion for  the  office  of  Governor.  He  immediately  re- 
signed his  place  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
August,  1842,  he  was  elected,  and  on  the  8th  of  De- 
cember following  he  was  inaugurated. 

All  the  offices  which  he  had  held  were  unsolicited 
by  him.  He  received  them  upon  the  true  Jefiferson- 
ian  principle, — Never  to  ask  ,ind  never  to  refuse 
office.  Both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood 
deservedly  high,  but  his  cast  of  intellect  fitted  him 
rather  for  a  writer  upon  law  than  a  practicing  advo- 
cate in  the  courts.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  was  void 
of  the  moving  power  of  eloquence,  so  necessary  to 
success  with  juries.  As  a  Judge  his  opinions  were 
"ound,  lucid  and  able  expositions  of  the  law.  In 
,)ractice,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  tact,  skill  and  in- 
sinuating address  of  the  politician,  but  he  saw  through 
;he  arts  of  demagogues  as  well  as  any  man.  He  was 
plain  in  his  demeanor,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  at 
one  time  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
during  a  session  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  taken  by 
a  stranger  to  be  a  seeker  for  the  position  of  door- 
keeper, and  was  waited  upon  at  his  hotel  near  mid- 
night by  a  knot  of  small  office-seekers  with  the  view 
of  effecting  a  "combination  !  " 

Mr.  Ford  had  not  the  "  brass  "  of  the  ordinary 
politician,  nor  that  impetuosity  which  characterizes  a 
political  leader.  He  cared  little  for  money,  and 
hardly  enough  for  a  decent  support.  In  person  he 
was  of  small  stature,  slender,  of  dark  complexion, 
with  black  hair,  sharp  features,  deep-set  eyes,  a 
pointed,  aquiline  nose  having  a  decided  twist  to  one 
side,  and  a  small  mouth. 

The  three  most  important  events  in  Gov.  Ford's 
administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  high 
financial  credit  of  the  State,  the  "  Mormon  War  "and 
•he  Mexican  War. 

In  the  first  of  these  the  Governor  proved  himself 
•■.o  be  en-;inentlv  wise.  On  coming  into  office  he  found 
>he  State  liadly  paralyzed  by  the  ruinous  effects  of 
the    notocious  "iateriial   improvement"    schemes    of 


the  preceding  decade,  with  scarcely  anything  to 
show  by  way  of  "improvement."  The  enterprise 
that  seemed  to  be  getting  ahead  more  than  all  the 
rest  was  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  As  this 
promised  to  be  the  most  important  thoroughfare, 
feasible  to  the  people,  it  was  well  under  headway  in 
its  construction.  Therefore  the  State  policy  wai 
almost  concentrated  upon  it,  in  order  to  rush  it  on  tc 
completion.  The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State 
was  growing  so  large  as  to  frighten  the  people,  and 
they  were  about  ready  to  entertain  a  proposition  for 
repudiation.  But  the  Governor  had  the  foresight  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  would  maintain  the 
public  credit,  for  which  every  citizen  to-day  feels 
thankful. 

But  perhaps  the  Governor  is  remembered  more  for 
his  connection  with  the  Mormon  troubles  than  for 
anything  else;  for  it  was  during  his  term  of  office 
that  the  "  Latter-Day  Saints "  became  so  strong  at 
Nauvoo,  built  their  temple  there,  increased  their  num- 
bers throughout  the  country,  committed  misdemean- 
ors, taught  dangerous  doctrines,  suffered  the  loss  of 
then-leader,  Jo  Smith,  by  a  violent  death,  were  driven 
out  of  Nauvoo  to  the  far  West,  etc.  Having  been  a 
Judge  for  so  many  years  previously,  Mr.  Ford  of 
course  was  no.i-committal  concerning  Mormon  affairs, 
and  was  therefore  claimed  by  both  parties  and  also 
accused  by  each  of  sympathizing  too  greatly  with  the 
other  side.  Mormonism  claiming  to  be  a  system  of 
religion,  the  Governor  no  doubt  was  "  between  two 
fires,"  and  felt  compelled  to  touch  the  matter  rather 
"  gingerly,"  and  doubtless  felt  greatly  relieved  when 
that  pestilential  people  left  the  State.  Such  compli- 
cated matters,  especially  when  religion  is  mixed  up 
with  them,  expose  every  person  participating  in 
them  to  criticism  from  all  parties. 

The  Mexican  War  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  and  was  continued  into  the  gubernatorial  term 
of  Mr.  Ford's  successor.  The  Governor's  connection 
with  this  war,  however,  was  not  conspicuous,  as  it 
was  only  administrative,  commissioning  officers,  etc. 

Ford's  "  History  of  Illinois  "  is  a  very  readable  and 
entertaining  work,  of  450  small  octavo  pages,  and  is 
destined  to  increase  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  time. 
It  exhibits  a  natural  flow  of  compact  and  forcible 
thought,  never  failing  to  convey  the  nicest  sense.  In 
tracing  with  his  trenchant  pen  the  devious  operations 
of  the  professional  politician,  in  which  he  is  inimit- 
able, his  account  is  open,  perhaps,  to  the  objection 
that  all  his  contemporaries  are  treated  as  mere  place- 
seekers,  while  many  of  them  have  since  been  judged 
by  the  people  to  be  worthy  statesmen.  His  writings 
seem  slightly  open  to  the  criticism  that  they  exhibit 
a  little  splenetic  partiality  against  those  of  his  con- 
temporaries who  were  prominent  during  his  term  of 
office  as  Governor. 

The  death  of  Gov.  Ford  took  place  at  Peoria,  III., 
Nov.  2,  1850. 
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^UGUSTUS  C.  FRENCH, 
Governor  of  Illinois  from 
1846  to  1852,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hill,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire, 
h^^  Aug.  2,  1808.  He  was  a 
j-fC^  descendant  in  the  fourth 
generation  of  Nathaniel 
French,  who  emigrated  from  England 
in  16S7  and  settled  in  Saybury,  Mass. 
In  early  life  young  French  lost  his 
father,  but  continued  to  receive  in- 
struction from  an  exemplary  and 
Christian  mother  until  he  was  19  years 
old,  when  she  also  died,  confiding  to 
his  care  and  trust  four  younger  broth- 
ers and  one  sister.  He  discharged  his  trust  with 
parental  devotion.  His  education  in  early  life  was 
such  mainly  as  a  common  school  afforded.  For  a 
brief  period  he  attended  Dartmouth  College,  but 
from  pecuniary  causes  and  the  care  of  his  brothers 
and  sister,  he  did  not  graduate.  He  subsequently 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1831,  and 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  first  at 
Albion,  Edwards  County,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  practice  of  law.  The  following  year  he 
removed  to  Paris,  Edgar  County.  Here  he  attained 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  entered  public  life 
liy  representing  that  county  in  the  Legislature.  A 
strong  attachment  sprang  up  between  him  and  Ste- 
phen A.  Douglas. 

In  1839,  Mr.  French  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Palestine,  Craw- 
toid  County,  at  wliich  place  he  was  a  resident  when 


elevated  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  In  1844  he  was 
a  Presidential  Elector,  and  as  such  he  voted  for 
James  K.  Polk. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1846,  meet- 
ing at  Springfield  Feb.  10,  nominated  Mr.  French 
for  Governor.  Other  Democratic  candidates  were 
Lyman  Trumbull,  John  Calhoun  (subsequently  of 
Lecompton  Constitution  notoriety),  Walter  B.  Scates, 
Richard  M.  Young  and  A.  W.  Cavarly, — an  array  of 
very  able  and  prominent  names.  Trumbull  was  per- 
haps defeated  in  the  Convention  by  the  rumor  that 
he  was  opposed  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
as  he  had  been  a  year  previously.  For  Lieutenant 
Governor  J.  B.  Wells  was  chosen,  while  other  candi- 
dates were  Lewis  Ross,  Wm.  McMurtry,  Newton 
Cloud,  J.  B.  Hamilton  and  W.  W.  Thompson.  The 
resolutions  declared  strongly  against  the  resuscita- 
tion of  the  old  State  Banks. 

The  Whigs,  who  were  in  a  hopeless  minority,  held 
their  convention  June  8,  at  Peoria,  and  selected 
Thomas  M.  Kilpatrick,  of  Scott  County,  for  Governor, 
and  Gen.  Nathaniel  G.  Wilcox,  of  Schuyler,  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  the  campaign  the  latter  exposed  Mr.  French's 
record  and  connection  with  the  passage  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  system,  urging  it  against  his 
election ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  war  with  Mexico 
broke  out,  regarding  which  the  Whig  record  was  un- 
popular in  this  State.  The  war  was  the  absorbing 
and  dominating  question  of  the  period,  sweeping 
every  other  political  issue  in  its  course.  The  elec- 
tion in  August  gave  Mr.  French  58,700  votes,  and 
Kilpatrick  only  36,775.  Richard  Eells,  Abolitionist 
candidate  for  the  same  office,  received  5,152   vot»s 
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By  the  new  Constitution  of  1848,  a  new  election  for 
State  officers  was  ordered  in  November  of  that  year, 
before  Gov.  French's  term  was  half  out,  and  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  He  was  there- 
fore the  incumbent  for  six  consecutive  years,  the 
only  Governor  of  this  State  who  has  ever  served  in 
tliat  capacity  so  long  at  one  time.  As  there  was  no 
organized  opposition  to  his  election,  he  received  67,- 
453  votes,  to  5,639  for  Pierre  Menard  (son  of  the 
first  Lieutenant  Governor),  4,748  for  Charles  V. 
Dyer,  3,834  for  W.  L.  D.  Morrison,  and  1,361  for 
James  L.  D.  Morrison.  But  Wm.  McMurtry,  of 
Knox  County,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
place  of  Joseph  B.  Wells,  who  was  before  elected 
and  did  not  run  again. 

Governor  French  was  inaugurated  into  office  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  closed 
during  the  summer  of  1847,  although  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  not  made  until  Feb.  2, 
1848.  The  policy  of  Gov.  French's  party  was  com- 
mitted to  that  war,  but  in  connection  with  that  affair 
he  was,  of  course,  only  an  administrative  officer. 
During  his  term  of  office,  Feb.  19,  1847,  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  special  permission  of  Congress,  declared  that 
all  Government  lands  sold  to  settlers  should  be  im- 
mediately subject  to  State  taxation;  before  this  they 
were  exempt  for  five  years  after  sale.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  revenue  was  materially  increased. 
.\bout  the  same  time,  the  distribution  of  Government 
land  warrants  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  as  bounty 
threw  upon  the  market  a  great  quantity  of  good 
lands,  and  this  enhanced  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
The  same  Legislature  authorized,  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  the  sale  of  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  (from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  the 
first  in  the  State  and  now  a  section  of  the  Wabash, 
St.  Louis  &  Pacific)  It  sold  for  $100,000  in  bonds, 
although  it  had  cost  the  State  not  less  than  a  million. 
The  salt  wells  and  canal  lands  in  the  Saline  reserve 
in  Gallatin  County,  granted  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment to  the  State,  were  also  authorized  by  the 
Governor  to  be  sold,  to  apply  on  the  State  debt.  In 
1850,  for  the  first  time  since  1839,  the  accruing  State 
revenue,  exclusive  of  specific  appropriations,  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the 
treasury.  The  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the 
State  at  this  time  was  over  $100,000,000,  and  the 
population  851,470. 


In  1849  the  Legiaiature  aciopted  the  township  or- 
ganization law,  which,  however,  proved  defectivs, 
and  was  properly  amended  in  1851.  At  its  session 
in  the  latter  year,  the  General  Assembly  also  passed 
a  law  to  exempt  homesteads  from  sale  on  e.xecutions 
This  beneficent  measure  had  been  repeatedly  urged 
upon  that  body  by  Gov.  French. 

In  1850  some  business  men  in  St.  Louis  conv- 
menced  to  build  a  dike  opposite  the  lower  part  of 
their  city  on  the  Illinois  side,  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
in  its  channel  near  St.  Louis,  instead  of  breaking 
away  from  them  as  it  sometimes  threatened  to  do. 
This  they  undertook  without  permission  from  the 
Legislature  or  Executive  authority  of  this  State  ;  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  thera  complained  that 
the  scheme  would  inundate  and  ruin  much  valuable 
land,  there  was  a  slight  conflict  of  jurisdictions,  re- 
sulting in  favor  of  the  St.  Louis  project;  and  since 
then  a  good  site  has  existed  there  for  a  city  (East  St. 
Louis),  and  now  a  score  of  railroads  center  there. 

It  was  in  September,  1850,  that  Congress  granted 
to  this  State  nearly  3,000,000  acres  of  land  in  aid  of 
the  completion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
which  constituted  the  most  important  epoch  in  the 
railroad — we  might  say  internal  improvement — his- 
tory of  the  State.  The  road  was  rushed  on  to  com- 
pletion, which  accelerated  the  settlement  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  State  by  a  good  class  of  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  by  the  charter  a  good  income  to  the  State 
Treasury  is  paid  in  from  the  earnings  of  tlie  road. 

In  185  I  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
free  stock  banks,  v/hich  was  the  source  of  much  leg- 
islative discussion  for  a  number  of  years. 

But  we  have  not  space  further  to  particularize 
concerning  legislation.  Gov.  French's  administra- 
tion was  not  marked  by  any  feature  to  be  criticised, 
while  the  country  was  settling  up  as  never  before. 

In  stature,  Gov.  French  was  of  medium  height, 
squarely  built,  light  complexioned,  with  ruddy  face 
and  pleasant  countenance.  In  manners  he  was 
plain  and  agreeable.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat 
diffident,  but  he  was  often  very  outspoken  in  his  con- 
victions of  duty.  In  public  speech  he  was  not  an 
orator,  but  was  chaste,  earnest  and  persuasive.  In 
business  he  was  accurate  and  methodical,  and  in  his 
administration  he  kept  up  the  credit  of  the  State. 

He  died  in  1865,  at  his  home  in  Lebanon,  St. 
Glair  Co.,  T'.l. 
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RL  A.  MATTESON,  Governor 
t^«t  1853-6,  was  born  Aug.  8,  1808, 
in  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
to  which  place  his  father  had  re- 
moved from  Vermont  three  years 
before.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  fair  circumstances,  but  a  com- 
mon Enghsh  education  was  all 
that  his  only  son  received.  Young 
Joel  first  tempted  fortune  as  a 
small  tradesman  in  Prescott, 
Canada,  before  he  was  of  age. 
He  returned  from  that  place  to 
his  home,  entered  an  academy, 
taught  school,  visited  the  prin- 
cipal Eastern  cities,  improved  a  farm  his  father  had 
given  him,  made  a  tour  in  tlie  South,  worked  there 
ia  building  railroads,  experienced  a  storm  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  visited  the  gold  diggings  of  Northern 
Georgia,  and  returned  via  Nashville  to  St.  Louis  and 
through  Illinois  to  his  father's  home,  when  he  mar- 
ried. In  1833,  having  sold  his  farm,  he  removed, 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  to  Illinois,  and  entered 
a  claim  on  Government  land  near  the  head  of  Au 
Sajjle  River,  in  what  is  now  Kendall  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  not  more  than  two  neighbors 
within  a  range  of  ten  miles  of  his  place,  and  only 
ilrree  or  four  houses  between  him  and  Chicago.  He 
opened  a  large  farm.     His  family   was  boarded   12 


miles  away  while  he  erected  a  house  on  his  claim, 
sleeping,  during  this  time,  under  a  rude  pole  shed. 
Here  his  life  was  once  placed  in  imminent  peril  by 
a  huge  prairie  rattlesnake  sharing  his  bed. 

In  1835  he  bought  largely  at  the  Government  land 
sales.  During  the  speculative  real-estate  mania  which 
broke  out  in  Chicago  in  1836  and  spread  over  the  State, 
he  sold  his  lands  under  the  inflation  of  that  period 
and  removed  to  Joliet.  In  183S  he  became  a  heavy 
contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  job  in  1841,  when  hard  times 
prevailed,  business  at  a  stand,  contracts  paid  in  State 
scrip;  when  all  the  public  works  except  the  canal 
were  abandoned,  the  State  offered  for  sale  700  tons 
of  railroad  iron,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mat- 
teson  at  a  bargain.  This  he  accepted,  shipped  and 
sold  at  Detroit,  realizing  a  very  handsome  profit, 
enough  to  pay  off  all  his  canal  debts  and  leave  him  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  dollars.  His  enterprise 
next  prompted  him  to  start  a  woolen  mill  at  Joliet, 
in  which  he  prospered,  and  which,  after  successive 
enlargements,  became  an  enormous  establishment. 

In  1842  he  was  first  elected  a  State  Senator,  but, 
by  a  bungling  apportionment,  John  Pearson,  a  Senator 
holding  over,  was  found  to  be  in  the  same  districi, 
and  decided  to  be  entitled  to  represent  it.  Mat- 
teson's  seat  was  declared  vacant.  Pearson,  however 
with  a  nobleness  difficult  to  appreciate  in  this  day  of 
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greed  for  office,  unwilling  to  represent  his  district 
under  the  circumstances,  immediately  resigned  his 
unexpired  term  of  two  years.  A  bill  was  passed  in  a 
few  hours  ordering  a  new  election,  and  in  ten  days' 
time  Mr.  Malteson  was  returned  re-elected  and  took 
his  seat  as  Senator.  From  his  well-known  capacity 
as  a  business  man,  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finarice,  a  position  he  held  during 
this  half  and  two  full  succeeding  Senatorial  terms, 
discharging  its  important  duties  with  ability  and  faith- 
fulness. Besides  his  extensive  woolen-mill  interest, 
when  work  w'as  resumed  on  the  canal  under  the  new 
loan  of  $1,600,000  he  again  became  a  heavy  con- 
tractor, and  also  subsequently  operated  largely  in 
building  railroads.  Thus  he  showed  himself  a  most 
energetic  and  thorough  business  man. 

He  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic StSite  Convention  which  met  at  Springfield 
April  20,  1852.  Other  candidates  before  the  Con- 
vention were  D.  L.  Gregg  and  F.  C.  Sherman,  of 
Cook ;  John  Dement,  of  Lee  ;  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Menard;  Lewis  W.  Ross, of  Fulton ;  and  D.  P.  Bush, 
of  Pike.  Gustavus  Koerner,  of  St.  Clair,  was  nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor.  For  the  same  offices 
the  Whigs  nominated  Edwin  B.  Webb  and  Dexter  A. 
Knowlton,  Mr.  Matteson  received  80,645  votes  at 
the  election,  while  Mr.  Webb  received  64,408.  Mat- 
teson's  forte  was  not  on  the  stump;  he  had  not  cul- 
tivated the  art  of  oily  flattery,  or  the  faculty  of  being 
all  things  to  all  men.  His  intellectual  qualities  took 
rather  the  direction  of  efficient  executive  ability.  His 
turn  consisted  not  so  much  in  the  adroit  manage- 
ment of  party,  or  the  powerful  advocacy  of  great  gov- 
ernmental principles,  as  in  those  more  solid  and 
enduring  operations  which  cause  the  physical  devel- 
opment and  advancement  of  a  State, — of  commerce 
and  business  enterprise,  into  which  he  labored  with 
success  to  lead  the  people.  As  a  politician  he  was 
just  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  both  in  official  and 
private  life  he  then  stood  untainted  and  free  from 
blemish.  As  a  man,  in  active  benevolence,  social 
I'irtues  and  all  the  amiable  qualities  of  neighbor  or 
citizen,  he  had  few  superiors.  His  messages  present 
a  perspicuous  array  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  are  often  couched  in  forcible  and  elegant 
diction. 

The  greatest  excitement  during  his  term  of  office 
was  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  by  Con- 


gress, under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
1854,  when  the  bill  was  passed  organizing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North,  through  their  bitter  op- 
position to  tfie  Democratic  party,  naturally  drifted 
into  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  and  thus  led  to  what 
was  temporarily  called  the  "  Anti- Nebraska  "  party, 
while  the  followers  of  Douglas  were  known  as  "  Ne- 
braska or  Douglas  Democrats."  It  was  during  this 
embryo  stage  of  the  Republican  party  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  forward  as  the  "Anti-Nebraska" 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship,  while 
Gen.  James  Shields,  the  incumbent,  was  re-nom- 
inated by  the  Democrats.  But  after  a  fewb.allotings 
in  the  Legislature  (1855),  these  men  were  dropped, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  an  Anti-Nebraska  Democrat, 
was  brought  up  by  the  former,  and  Mr.  Matteson, 
then  Governor,  by  the  latter.  On  the  nth  ballot 
Mr.  Trumbull  obtained  one  majority,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly declared  elected.  Before  Gov.  Matteson 's 
term  expired,  the  Republicans  were  fully  organized 
as  a  national  party,  and  in  1856  put  into  the  field  a 
full  national  and  State  ticket,  carrying  the  State,  but 
not  the  nation. 

The  Legislature  of  1855  passed  two  very  import- 
ant measures, — the  present  free-school  system  and  a 
submission  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
of  the  popular  vote. 

During  the  four  years  of  Gov.  ALatteson's  admin- 
istration the  taxable  wealth  of  the  State  was  about 
trebled,  from  $137,818,079  to  $349,951,272;  the  pub- 
lic debt  was  reduced  from  $r7,398,985  to  $12,843,- 
144;  taxation  was  at  the  same  time  reduced,  and  the 
State  resumed  paying  interest  on  its  debt  in  New 
York  as  fast  as  it  fell  due ;  railroads  were  increased 
in  their  mileage  from  something  le£.s  than  400  to 
about  3,000 ;  and  the  population  of  Chicago  was 
nearly  doubled,  and  its  commerce  more  than  quad- 
rupled. 

Before  closing  this  account,  we  regret  that  we  have 
to  say  that  Mr.  Matteson,  in  all  other  respects  an 
upright  man  and  a  good  Governor,  was  implicated 
in  a  false  re-issue  of  redeemed  canal  scrio,  amount- 
ing to  $224,r82.66.  By  a  suit  in  the  Sangamon  Cir- 
cuit Court  the  State  recovered  the  principal  and  all 
the  interest  excepting  $27,500. 

He   died  in    the   winter  of  1872-3,  at  Chicago. 
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LIAM  H.  BISSELL,  Gov- 
ernor 1857-60,  was  born 
April  25,  181 1,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  near 
Painted  Post,  Yates  County. 
His  parents  were  obscure, 
honest,  God-fearing  people, 
v^  ulio  re ired  their  children  under  the  daily 
ri>^  examjile  of  industry  and  frugality,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  that  class  of  Eastern 
bOLiety  Mr  Bissell  received  a  respecta- 
ile  but  not  thorough  academical  education. 
By  assiduous  application  he  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  medicine,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  came  West  and  located  in  Mon- 
roe County,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  But  he  was  not  enam- 
ored of  his  calling;  he  was  swayed  by  a  broader 
ambition,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  and  its  arduous  duties  failed  to  yield  him 
further  any  charms.  In  a  few  years  he  discovered 
his  choice  of  a  profession  to  be  a  mistake,  and  when 
he  approached  the  age  of  30  he  sought  to  begin 
anew.  Dr.  Bissell,  no  doubt  unexpectedly  to  him- 
self, discovered  a  singular  facility  and  charm  of 
speech,  the  exercise  of  which  acquired  for  him  a 
ready  local   notoriety.     It  soon  came  to  be   under- 


stood that  he  desired  to  abandon  his  profession  and 
take  up  that  of  the  law.  Daring  terms  of  Court  he 
would  spend  his  time  at  the  county  seat  among  the 
members  of  the  Bar,  who  extended  to  him  a  ready 
welcome. 

It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  should  drift 
into  public  life.  In  rS4o  he  was  elected  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat to  the  Legislature  from  Monroe  County,  and 
was  an  efficient  member  of  that  body.  On  his  re- 
turn home  he  qualified  himself  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  and  speedily  rose  to  the  front  rank  as  an  advo- 
cate. His  powers  of  oratory  were  captivating.  With  a 
pure  diction,  charming  and  inimitable  gestures, 
clearness  of  statement,  and  a  remarkable  vein  of  sly 
humor,  his  efforts  before  a  jury  told  with  irresistible 
effect.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  Circuit  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  that  position  he  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
State,  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Bar,  and  seldom 
failed  to  convict  the  offender  of  the  law. 

In  stature  he  was  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  and 
with  a  straight,  military  bearing,  he  presented  a  dis- 
tinguished appearance.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
his  head  well  poised,  though  not  large,  his  address 
pleasant  and  manner  winning.  He  was  exemplary 
in  his  habits,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind  parent. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  James, 
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of  Monroe  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
both  daughters.  She  died  soon  after  the  year  1840, 
and  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  second  wife  a  daughter 
of  Elias  K.  Kane,  previously  a  United  States  Senator 
from  this  State.  She  survived  him  but  a  short  time, 
and  died  without  issue. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  was  declared  in  1 846, 
Mr.  Bissell  enlisted  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  his 
regiment,  over  Hon.  Don  Morrison,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote, — 807  to  6.  Considering  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  had,  he  evinced  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  On  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista 
he  acquitted  himself  with  intrepid  and  distinguished 
ability,  contributing  with  his  regiment,  the  Second 
Illinois,  in  no  small  degree  toward  saving  the  waver- 
ing fortunes  of  our  arms  during  that  long  and  fiercely 
contested  battle. 

After  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  elected  to  Congress,  his  opponents  being  the 
Hons.  P.  B.  Fouke  and  Joseph  Gillespie.  He  served 
two  terms  in  Congress,  He  was  an  ardent  politician. 
During  the  great  contest  of  1850  he  voted  in  favor 
of  the  adjustment  measures;  but  in  1S54  he  opposed 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  act  and 
therefore  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  Douglas,  and 
thus  became  identified  with  the  nascent  Republican 
party. 

During  his  first  Congressional  term,  while  the 
Southern  members  were  following  their  old  practice 
of  intimidating  the  North  by  bullying  language, 
and  claiming  most  of  the  credit  for  victories  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  Jefferson  Davis  claiming  for  the 
Mississippi  troops  all  the  credit  for  success  at  Buena 
Vista,  Mr.  Bissell  bravely  defended  the  Northern 
troops;  whereupon  Davis  challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel, 
which  was  accepted.  This  matter  was  brought  up 
against  Bissell  when  he  was  candidate  for  Governor 
and  during  his  term  of  office,  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  forbade  any  duelist  from  holding  a  State 
office. 

In  1 85 6,  when  the  Republican  party  first  put  forth 
a  candidate,  John  C.  Fremont,  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  party  nominated  Mr.  Bissell 
for  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  John  Wood,  of  Quincy, 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  while  the  Democrats  nomi- 
nated Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson,  of  Adams  County, 
for  Governor,  and  Col.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Cook 
County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.     The  result  of  the 


election  was  a  plurality  of  4,729  votes  over  Richard- 
son. The  American,  or  Know-Nothing,  party  had  a 
ticket  in  the  field.  The  Legislature  was  nearly  bal- 
anced, but  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Governor. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  was  short  and  rather 
ordinary,  and  was  criticised  for  expressing  the  sup- 
posed obligations  of  the  people  to  the  incorporators 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  and  for  re- 
opening the  slavery  question  by  allusions  to  the 
Kansas  troubles.  Late  in  the  session  an  apportion- 
ment bill,  based  upon  the  State  census  of  1855,  was 
passed,  amid  much  partisan  strife.  The  Governor 
at  first  signed  the  bill  and  then  vetoed  it.  A  furious 
debate  followed,  and  the  question  whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  the  authority  to  recall  a  signature  was 
referred  to  the  Courts,  that  of  last  resort  deciding  in 
favor  of  the  Governor.  Two  years  afterward  another 
outrageous  attempt  was  made  for  a  re-apportionment 
and  to  gerrymander  the  State,  but  the  Legislature 
failed  to  pass  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor. 

It  was  during  Gov.  Bissell's  administration  that 
the  notorious  canal  scrip  fraud  was  brought  to  light, 
implicating  ex-Gov.  Matteson  and  other  prominent 
State  officials.  The  principal  and  interest,  aggregat- 
ing $255,500,  was  all  recovered  by  the  State  except- 
ing $27,500.     (See  sketch  of  Gov.  Matteson.) 

In  1859  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  fraudu- 
lently refund  the  Macalister  and  Stebbins  bonds  and 
thus  rob  the  State  Treasury  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  State  Government  was  impli- 
cated in  this  affair,  and  to  this  day  remains  unex- 
plained or  unatoned  for.  For  the  above,  and  other 
matters  previously  mentioned.  Gov.  Bissell  has  been 
severely  criticised,  and  he  has  also  been  most  shame- 
fully libelled  and  slandered. 

On  account  of  exposure  in  the  army,  the  remote 
cause  of  a  nervous  form  of  disease  gained  entrance 
into  his  system  and  eventually  developed  paraplegia, 
affecting  his  lower  extremities,  which,  while  it  left 
his  body  in  comparative  health,  deprived  him  of  loco- 
motion except  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  While  he  was 
generally  hopeful  of  ultimate  recovery,  this  myste- 
rious disease  pursued  him,  without  once  relaxing  its 
stealthy  hold,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  March  18, 
i860,  over  nine  months  before  the  expiration  of  his 
gubernatorial  term,  at  the  early  age  of  48  years.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  0/ 
I   which  he  hari  been  a  member  since  1854. 
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)HN  WOOD,  Govenio.-  1 860-1 ,  and 
\  \  f^**  the  first  settler  of  Quincy,    III, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Sempro- 
£"  1BS.W      "i-     ""'^  (now  Moravia),  Cayuga  Co., 

%^  1^  ^J:  N.  Y.,  Dec.  20,  1798.  He  was 
the  second  child  and  only  son  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Wood.  His  mother, 
nee  Catherine  Crause,  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  died 
while  he  was  an  infant.  Dr. 
Wood  was  a  learned  and  skillful 
physician,  of  classical  attain- 
ments and  proficient  in  several 
modern  lai.guages,  who,  after 
serving  throughout  the  Revolu- 
lionary  War  as  a  Surgeon,  settled  on  the  land  granted 
hiui  by  the  Government,  and  resided  there  a  re- 
spected and  leading  influence  in  his  section  until  his 
death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  Western  adventure  then  pervading  everywhere, 
left  his  home,  Nov.  2,  1818,  and  passed  the  succeed- 
mg  winter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  pushed  on  to  Illinois,  landing  at  Shawneetown, 
and  spent  the  fall  and  following  winter  in  Calhoun 
County.  In  1820,  in  company  with  Willard  Keyes, 
lie  settled  in  Pike  County,  about  30  miles  southeast 
of  Quincy,  where  for  the  next  two  years  he  pursued 
farming.  In  182 1  he  visited  "the  Bluffs"  (as  the 
present  site  of  Quincy  was  called,  then  uninhabited) 
and,  pleased  with  its  prospects,  soon  after  purchased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  near  by,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing fall  (1822)  erected  near  the  river  a  small  cabin, 


18  X  20  feet,  the  first  building  in  Quincy,  of  whtcli 
he  then  became  the  first  and  for  some  months  the 
only  occupant. 

About  this  time  he  visited  his  old  friends  in  Pik';; 
County,  chief  of  whom  was  William  Ross,  the  lead- 
ing man  in  building  up  the  village  of  Atlas,  of  that 
county,  which  was  thought  then  to  be  the  possible 
commencement  of  0  city.  One  day  they  and  others 
were  traveling  together  over  the  country  between  the 
two  points  named,  making  observations  on  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  localities.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Mississippi  near  Mr.  Wood's  place, 
the  latter  told  his  companions  to  follow  him  and  he 
would  show  them  where  he  was  going  to  build  a  city. 
They  went  about  a  mile  off  the  main  trail,  to  a  high 
point,  from  which  the  view  in  every  direction  was 
most  magnificent,  as  it  had  been  for  ages  and  as  yei 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  Before  them  swept 
by  the  majestic  Father  of  Waters,  yet  unburdened  by 
navigation.  After  Mr.  Wood  had  expatiated  at 
length  on  the  advantages  of  the  situation,  Mr.  Ross 
replied,  "But  it's  too  near  Atlas  ever  to  amount  to 
anything!" 

Atlas  is  still  a  cultivated  farm,  and  Quincy  is  .t 
city  of  over  30,000  population. 

In  1824  Mr.  Wood  gave  a  7iewspaper  notice, 
as  the  law  then  prescribed,  of  his  intention  to  apply 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county.  This  was  done  the  following  winter,  resuh- 
ing  in  the  establishment  of  the  present  Adams 
County.  During  the  next  summer  Quincy  was  se- 
lected as  the  county  seat,  it  and  the  vicinity  then 
containing  but   four  adult  male   residents   and   half 
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that  number  of  females.  Since  that  period  Mr. 
Wood  resided  at  the  place  of  his  early  adoption  un- 
til his  death,  and  far  more  than  any  other  man  was 
he  identified  with  every  measure  of  its  progress  and 
history,  and  almost  continuously  kept  in  public  posi- 
tions. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  town  Trustees,  and  after 
the  place  became  a  city  he  was  often  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  many  times  elected  Mayor,  in  the 
face  of  a  constant  large  opposition  political  majority. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  1S56, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the 
ticket  with  Wm.  H.  Bissell  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
death  of  the  latter,  March  18,  i860,  he  succeeded  to 
the  Chief  Executive  chair,  which  he  occupied  until 
Gov.  Yates  was  inaugurated  nearly  ten  months  after- 
ward. 

Nothing  very  marked  characterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  Wood.  The  great  anti-slavery  cam- 
paign of  i860,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  honest 
Illinoisan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  occurred  during  the  short  period 
while  Mr.  Wood  was  Governor,  and  tne  excitement 
and  issues  of  that  struggle  dominated  over  every 
other  consideration, — indeed,  supplanted  them  in  a 
great  measure.  The  people  of  Illinois,  during  all 
that  time,  were  passing  the  comparatively  petty  strifes 
under  Bissell's  administration  to  the  overwhelming 
issue  of  preserving  the  whole  nation  from  destruction. 

In  1861  ex-Gov.  Wood  was  one  of  the  five  Dele- 
gates from  Illinois  to  the  "  Peace  Convention  "  at 
Washington,  and  in  April  of  the  same  year,  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the    Rebellion,   he   was   appointed 


Quartermaster-General  of  the  State,  which  position 
he  held  throughout  the  war.  In  1864  he  took  com- 
mand as  Colonel  of  the  i37tli  111.  Vol.  Inf,  with 
whom  he  served  until  the  period  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired. 

Politically,  Gov.  Wood  was  always  actively  identi- 
fied with  tlie  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  Few 
men  have  in  personal  experience  comprehended  so 
many  surprising  and  advancing  local  changes  as 
vested  in  the  more  than  half  century  recollections  of 
Gov.  Wood.  Sixty-four  years  ago  a  solitary  settler 
on  the  "Bluffs,"  with  no  family,  and  no  neighbor 
within  a  score  of  miles,  the  world  of  civilization  away 
behind  him,  and  the  strolling  red-man  almost  his 
only  visitant,  he  Uved  to  see  growing  around  him, 
and  under  his  auspices  and  aid,  overspreading  the 
wild  hills  and  scraggy  forest  a  teaming  city,  second 
only  in  size  in  the  State,  and  surpassed  nowhere  in 
beauty,  prosperity  and  promise;  whose  people  recog- 
nize as  with  a  single  voice  the  proverbial  honor  and 
liberality  that  attach  to  the  name  and  lengthened 
life  of  their  pioneer  settler,  "the  old  Governor." 

Gov.  Wood  was  twice  married, — first  in  January, 
1826,  to  Ann  M.  Streeter,  daughter  of  Joshua  Streeter, 
formerly  of  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  had 
eight  children.  Mrs.  W.  died  Oct.  8,  1863,  and  in 
June,  1865,  Gov.  Wood  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Holmes.  Gov.  Wood  died  June  4, 
1880,  at  his  residence  in  Quincy.  Four  of  his  eight 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
Gen.  John  Tillson;  Daniel  C,  who  married  Mary  J. 
Abernethy;  John,  Jr.,  who  married  Josephine  Skinner, 
and  Joshua  S.,  who  married  Annie  Bradley.  The 
last  mentioned  now  resides  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and 
all  the  rest  are  still  at  Quincy. 
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IICHARD  YATES,  the  "War 
Governor,"  1 86 1-4,  was  born 
|||w  Jan.  18,  1818,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio  River,  at  Warsaw, 
Gallatin  Co.,  Ky.  His  father 
^  moved  in  1831  to  Illinois,  and^ 
after  stopping  for  a  time  in 
Springfield,  settled  at  Island 
Grove,  Sangamon  County.  Here, 
after  attending  school,  Richard  joined 
the  family.  Subsequently  he  entered 
linois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where,  in  1837,  he  graduated  with 
first  honors.  He  chose  for  his  pro- 
fession the  law,  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Har- 
din being  his  instructor.  After  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  soon  rose  to  distinction  as  an 
advocate. 

Gifted  with  a  fluent  and  ready  oratory,  he  soon 
appeared  in  the  political  hustings,  and,  being  a 
passionate  admirer  of  the  great  Whig  leader  of  the 
West.  Henry  Clay,  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  to 
he  party  of  his  idol.  In  1840  he  engaged  with  great 
<-.rdor  in  the  exciting  "  hard  cider  "  campaign  for 
ciarrison.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Morgan  County,  a  Democratic 
stronghold.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  and  such  was  the  fascination  of  his  ora- 
■■•^ry  that  by  1S50  his  large  Congressional  District, 
extending  from  Morgan  and  Sangamon  Counties 
iorth  to  include  LaSalle,  unanimously  tendered  him 
tne  Whig  nomination  for  Congress.  His  Democratic 
opponent  was  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a  very  pop- 
ular man  who  had  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  who  had 
ocaten  Hon.  Stephen  T.  Logan  for  the  same  position. 


two  years  before,  by  a  large  majority.  Yates  wa.' 
elected.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected,  over 
John  Calhoun. 

It  was  during  Yates  sepond  term  in  Congress  that 
the  great  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise was  agitated,  and  the  bars  laid  down  for  re- 
opening the  dreaded  anti-slavery  question.  He  took 
strong  grounds  against  the  repeal,  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  rising  Republican  party.  Conse- 
quently he  fell  into  the  minority  in  his  district,  which 
was  pro-slavery.  Even  then,  in  a  third  contest,  he 
fell  behind  Major  Harris  only  200  votes,  after  the 
district  had  two  years  before  given  Pierce  2,000 
majority  for  President. 

The  Republican  State  Convention  of  i860  met  at 
Decatur  May  9,  and  nominated  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor Mr.  Yates,  in  preference  to  Hon.  Norman  B. 
Judd,  of  Chicago,  and  Leonard  Swett,  of  Blooming- 
ton,  two  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  State,  who  were 
also  candidates  before  the  Convention.  Francis  A. 
Hoffman,  of  DuPage  County,  was  nominated  for 
Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  year  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  President,  a  period  re- 
membered as  characterized  by  the  great  whirlpool 
which  precipitated  the  bloody  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  Douglas  Democrats  nominated  J.  C.  Allen  of 
Crawford  County,  for  Governor,  and  Lewis  W.  Ross, 
of  Fulton  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The 
Breckenridge  Democrats  and  the  Bell-Everett  party 
had  also  full  tickets  in  the  field.  After  a  most  fear- 
ful campaign,  the  result  of  the  election  gave  Mr. 
Yates  172,196  votes,  and  Mr.  Allen  159,253.  Mr. 
Yates  received  over  a  thousand  more  votes  than  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  himself. 

Gov.  Yates  occupied  the  chair  of  State  during  the 
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most  critical  period  of  our  country's  history.  In  the 
fate  of  the  nation  was  involved  that  of  each  State. 
The  life  struggle  of  the  former  derived  its  sustenance 
from  the  loyalty  of  the  latter;  and  Gov.  Yates 
seemed  to  realize  the  situation,  and  proved  himself 
both  loyal  and  wise  in  upholding  the  Government. 
He  had  a  deep  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the 
people,  won  by  his  moving  eloquence  and  genial 
manners.  Erect  and  symmetrical  in  person,  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  with  a  winning  address  and  a 
magnetic  power,  few  men  possessed  more  of  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity.  His  oratory  was  scholarly  and 
captivating,  his  hearers  hardly  knowing  why  they 
were  transported.  He  was  social  and  convivial.  In 
the  latter  respect  he  was  ultimately  carried  too  far. 

The  very  creditable  military  efforts  of  this  State 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  putting  into  the 
field  the  enormous  number  of  about  200,000  soldiers, 
were  ever  jiromptly  and  ably  seconded  by  his  excel- 
lency ;  and  tlie  was  ambitious  to  deserve  the  title  of 
"the  soldier's  friend."  Immediately  after  the  battleof 
Shiloh  he  repaired  to  the  field  of  carnage  to  look 
after  the  wounded,  and  his  appeals  for  aid  were 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  people.  His  procla- 
mations calling  for  volunteers  were  impassionate 
appeals,  urging  upon  the  people  the  duties  and  re- 
quirements of  patriotism;  and  his  special  message 
in  1S63  to  the  Democratic  Legislature  of  this  State 
pleading  fur  niaterial  aid  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Illinois  regiments,  breathes  a  deep  fervor 
of  noble  sentiment  and  feeling  rarely  equaled  in 
beauty  or  felicity  of  expression.  Generally  his  mes- 
sages on  political  and  civil  affairs  were  able  and  com- 
prehensive. During  his  administration,  however, 
there  were  no  civil  events  of  an  engrossing  character, 
although  two  years  of  his  time  were  replete  with 
partisan  quarrels  of  great  bitterness.  Military  ar- 
rests. Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  riot  in  Fulton 
County,  attempted  suppression  of  the  Chicago  Times 
and  the  usurping  State  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1S62,  were  the  chief  local  topics  that  were  exciting 
during  tlie  Governor's  term.  This  Convention  assem- 
bled Jan.  7,  and  at  once  took  the  high  position  that 
■\e  law  calling  it  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  it 
ad  supreme  power;  that  it  represented  a  virtual 
assemblage  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State,  and  was 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  all  power  necessary  to 
effect  a  peaceable  revolution  of  the  State  Government 


and  to  the  re-establishment  of  one  for  the  "happiness, 
prosperity  and  freedom  of  the  citizens,"  limited  only 
by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the 
law  calling  the  Convention  required  its  members  to 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
as  well  as  that  of  the  general  Government,  they 
utterly  refused  to  take  such  oath.  They  also  as- 
sumed legislative  powers  and  passed  several  import- 
ant "laws!"  Interfering  with  the  (then)  present 
executive  duties.  Gov.  Yates  was  provoked  to  tell 
them  plainly  that  "  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  Convention  to  instruct  hiin  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty." 

In  1863  the  Governor  astonished  the  Democrats 
by  "  proroguing  "  their  Legislature.  This  body,  after 
a  recess,  met  June  2,  that  year,  and  soon  began  to 
waste  time  upon  various  partisan  resolutions ;  and, 
while  the  two  houses  were  disagreeing  upon  the 
question  of  adjourning  «W  die,  the  Governor,  having 
the  authority  in  such  cases,  surprised  them  all  by 
adjourning  them  "  to  the  Saturday  next  preceding  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  1865  !"  This  led  to  great 
excitement  and  confusion,  and  to  a  reference  of  the 
Governor's  act  to  the  Supreme  Court,  who  decided  in 
his  favor.  Then  it  was  the  Court's  turn  to  receive 
abuse  for  weeks  and  months  afterward. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  a  conspiracy  was  de- 
tected at  Chicago  which  had  for  its  object  the  liber- 
ation of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  the 
burning  of  the  city  and  the  inauguration  of  rebellion 
in  the  North.  Gen.  Sweet,  who  had  charge  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  first  had  his  suspicions  of  danger 
aroused  by  a  number  of  enigmatically  worded  letters 
which  passed  through  the  Camp  postoffice.  K  de- 
tective afterward  discovered  that  the  rebel  Gen. 
Marmaduke  was  in  the  city,  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  he,  with  other  rebel  officers— Grenfell, 
Morgan,  Cantrell,  Buckner  Morris,  and  Charles 
Walsh — was  arrested,  most  of  whom  were  convicted 
by  a  court-martial  at  Cincinnati  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment, — Grenfell  to  be  hung.  The  sentence 
of  the  latter  was  afterward  commuted  to  imprison- 
ment for  life,  and  all  the  others,  after  nine  months' 
imprisonment,  were  pardoned. 

In  March,  1873,  Gov.  Yates  was  appointed  a  Gov- 
ernment Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
which,  office  he  continued  until  his  decease,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  27th  of  November  following. 
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ll^ICHARD  J.  OGLESBY,  Gov- 
ernor 1865-8,  and  re-elected 
in  1872  and  1884,  was  born 
July  25,  1824,  in  Oldham  Co., 
Ky., — the  State  which  might 
be  considered  the  "  mother  of 
Illinois  Governors."  Bereft  of 
his  parents  at  the  tender  age 
of  eight  years,  his  early  education 
was  neglected.  When  12  years  of 
age,  and  after  he  had  worked  a  year 
and  a  half  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
he  removed  with  an  uncle,  Willis 
Oglesby,  into  whose  care  he  had 
been  committed,  to  Decatur,  this 
State,  where  he  continued  his  ap- 
prenticeship as  a  mechanic,  working  six  montlis  for 
Hon.  E.  O.  Smith. 

In  1844  he  commenced  studying  law  at  Spring- 
field, with  Judge  Silas  Robbins,  and  read  with  him 
one  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1845,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Sullivan,  the  county  seat  of  Moultrie  County. 

The  next  year  the  war  with  Mexico  was  com- 
menced, and  in  June,  1846,  Mr.  Oglesby  volunteered, 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  Fourth  Illinois 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo. 

On  his  return  he  sought  to  perfect  his  law  studies 
by  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  Louisville,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  California  "gold  fever  "  in 
1849,  he  crossed  the  plains  and  mountains  to  the 
new  Eldorado,  driving  a  six-mule  team,  with  a  com- 


pany of  eight  men,  Henry  Prather  being  the  leader. 

In  1852  he  returned  home  to  Macon  County,  and 
was  placed  that  year  by  the  Whig  party  on  the  ticket 
of  Presidential  Electors.  In  1856  he  visited  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa,  being  absent  20  months.  On  his 
return  home  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gallagher,  Wait  &  Oglesby. 
In  1858  he  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  the 
Hon.  James  C.  Robinson,  Democrat.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  to  the  Illinois  State  Senate ;  and  on  the 
evening  the  returns  of  this  election  were  coming  in, 
Mr.  Oglesby  had  a  fisticuff  encounter  with  "  Cerro 
Gordo  Williams,"  in  which  he  came  out  victorious, 
and  which  was  regarded  as  "  the  first  fight  of  the 
Rebellion."  The  following  spring,  when  the  war 
had  commenced  in  earnest,  his  ardent  nature 
quickly  responded  to  the  demands  of  patriotism  and 
he  enlisted.  The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
elected  him  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  second  one  in  the  State  raised  to  suppress  the 
great  Rebellion. 

He  was  shortly  entrusted  with  important  com- 
mands. For  a  time  he  was  stationed  at  Bird's  Point 
and  Cairo ;  in  April  he  was  promoted  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral ;  at  Fort  Donelson  his  brigade  was  in  the  van, 
being  stationed  on  the  right  of  General  Grant's  army 
and  the  first  brigade  to  be  attacked.  He  lost  500 
men  before  re-inforcements  arrived.  Many  of  these 
men  were  from  Macon  County.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  and,  in  a  brave  charge  at  this 
place,  was  shot  in  the  left  lung  with  an  ounce  ball, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in  expectation  of  inj- 
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mediate  death.  That  rebel  ball  he  carries  to  this 
day.  On  his  partial  recovery  he  was  promoted  as 
Major  General,  for  gillantry,  his  commissioa  to  rank 
from  November,  1862.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  16th  Army 
Corps,  but,  owing  to  inability  fro  a  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  he  relinquished  this  command  in  July,  that 
year.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  refused  to  accept  his 
resignation,  and  he  was  detailed,  in  December  follow- 
ing, to  court-martial  and  try  tlie  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  at  Washington,  where  he  remauied  until 
May,  1864,  whjn  he  returned  home. 

The  Republican,  or  Uiion,  State  Convention   of 

1864  was  held  at  Springfield,  May  25,  when  Mr. 
Oglesby  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
while  other  candidates  before  the  Convention  were 
Allen  C.  Fuller,  of  Boone,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  of  Sanga- 
mon, and  'John  M.  Palmer,  of  .Macoupin.  Wm. 
Bross,  of  Chicago,  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant 
Governor.  On  the  Democratic  State  ticket  were 
James  C.  Robinson,  of  ("lark,  for  Governor,  and  S. 
Corning  Judd,  of  Fulton,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
Tlie  general  election  gave  Gen.  Oglesby  a  majority 
of  about  31,000  votes.  The  Republicans  had  also  a 
majority  in  both  the  Legislature  and  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  Congress. 

Gov.  Oglesby  was  duly  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1865. 
The  day  before  tlie  first  time  set  for  his  installation 
death  visited  his  li  >  ne  at  Decatur,  and  took  from  it 
his  only  son,  an  intelligent  and  sprightly  lad  of  six 
years,  a  great  f  ivorite  of  the  bereaved  parents.  This 
caused  the  inauguration  to  be  postponed  a  week. 

The  political  events  of  the  Legislative  session  of 

1865  were  the  election  of  ex-Gov.  Yates  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  the  ratification  of  the  13th 
amend. nent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
abolishing  slavery.  This  session  also  signalized 
itself  by  repealing  the  notorious  "  black  laws,"  pari 
of  which,  although  a  dead  letter,  had  held  their  place 
upon  the  statute  books  since  1819.  Also,  laws  re- 
quiring the  registration  of  voters,  and  establishing  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  were  passed  by  this  Leg- 
islature. But  the  same  body  evinced  that  it  was  cor- 
ruptly influenced  by  a  mercenary  lobby,  as  it  adopted 
some  bad  legislation,  over  the  Governor's  veto,  nota- 
bly an  amendment  to  a  charter  for  a  Chicago  horse 
railway,  granted  in  1859  for  25  years,  and  now 
sought  to  be  extended  99  years.  As  this  measure 
was  promptly  passed  ov;r  his  veto  by  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  he  deemed  it  useless  further  to 
attempt  to  check  their  headlong  career.  At  this 
session  no  law  of  a  general  useful  character  or  public 
interest  was  perfected,  unless  we  count  such  the 
turning  over  of  the  canal  to  Chicago  to  be  deepened. 
The  session  of  1867  was  still  more  productive  of 
private  and  special  acts.  Many  omnibus  bills  were 
proposed,  and  some  passed.  Tlie  contests  over  the 
.^cation  of  the    Industrial  College,  the  Capital,  the 


Southern  Penitentiary,  and  the  canal  enlargement 
and  Illinois  River  improvement,  dominated  every 
thing  else. 

During  the  year  1872,  it  became  evident  tliat  it 
the  Republicans  could  re-elect  Mr.  Oglesby  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  ihey  could  also  elect  him  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  they  desired  to  do. 
Accordingly  they  re-nominated  him  for  the  E.xecu- 
tive  chair,  and  placed  upon  the  ticket  with  him  for 
Lieutenant  Governor,  John  L.  Beveridge,  of  Cook 
County.  On  the  other  side  the  Democrats  put  into 
the  field  Gustavus  Koerner  for  Governor  and  John 
C.  Black  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  election 
gave  the  Republican  ticket  majorities  ranging  from 
35,334  to  56,174,— the  Democratic  defection  being 
caused  mainly  by  their  having  an  old-time  Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  Horace  Greeley,  on  the  national  ticket 
for  President.  According  to  the  general  understand- 
ing had  beforehand,  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  met 
it  elected  Gov.  Oglesby  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
whereupon  Mr.  Beveridge  became  Governor.  Sena- 
tor Oglesby 's  term  expired  March  4,  1879,  having 
served  his  party  faithfully  and  exhibited  an  order  of 
statesmanship  beyond  criticism. 

During  the  campaign  of  1S84  Mr.  Oglesby  was 
nominated  for  a  "third  term"  as  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  against  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Mayor 
of  Chicago,  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  Both- 
gentlemen  "stumped  "  the  State,  and  while  the  peo- 
ple elected  a  Legislature  which  was  a  tie  on  a  joint 
ballot,  as  between  the  two  parties,  they  gave  the 
jovial  "  Dick"  Oglesby  a  majority  of  15,018  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  he  was  inaugurated  Jan.  30,  1S85.  The 
Legislature  did  not  fully  organize  until  this  date,  on 
account  of  its  equal  division  between  the  two  main 
parties  and  the  consequent  desperate  tactics  of  each 
party  to  checkmate  the  latter  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Gov.  Oglesby  is  a  fine-appearing,  affable  man,  with 
regular,  well  defined  features  and  rotund  face.  In 
stature  he  is  a  little  above  medium  height,  of  a  large 
frame  and  somewhat  fleshy.  His  physical  appear- 
ance is  .striking  and  prepossessing,  while  his  straight- 
out,  not  to  say  bluff,  manner  and  speech  are  well 
calculated  favorably  to  impress  the  average  masses. 
.'Vrdent  in  feeling  and  strongly  committed  to  the  pol- 
icies of  his  party,  he  intensifies  Republicanism 
among  Republicans,  while  at  the  same  time  his  jovial 
and  liberal  manner  prevents  those  of  the  opposite 
party  from  hating  him. 

He  is  quite  an  effective  stump  orator.  With  vehe- 
ment, passionate  and  scornful  tone  and  gestures, 
tremendous  physical  power,  which  in  speaking  he 
exercises  to  the  utmost;  with  frequent  descents  to 
the  grotesque;  and  with  abundant  homely  compari- 
sons or  frontier  figures,  expressed  in  the  broadest 
vernacular  and  enforced  with  stentorian  emphasis, 
he  delights  a  promiscuous  audience  beyond  measure. 
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J.OHN  Mc  AULEY  PALMER,  Gov- 
ernor 1869-72,  was  born  on 
Eagle  Creek,  Scott  Co.,  Ky., 
Sept.  13,  1817.  During  his  in- 
fancy, his  father,  who  had  been 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  re- 
moved to  Christian  Co.,  Ky., 
where  lands  were  cheap.  Here 
the  future  Governor  of  the  great 
Prairie  State  spent  his  childhood 
and  received  such  meager  school- 
ing as  the  new  and  sparsely  set- 
tled country  afforded.  To  this 
he  added  materially  by  diligent 
reading,  for  v/hich  he  evinced  an 
eaily  aptitude.  His  father,  an  ardent  Jackson  man, 
was  also  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  sentiments,  which 
he  thoroughly  impressed  upon  his  children.  In  1831 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Madison  County. 
Here  the  labor  of  improving  a  farm  was  pursued  for 
abuut  two  years,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
I  loiher  broke  up  the  family.  About  this  time  Alton 
College  was  opened,  on  the  "manual  labor  "  system, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1834  young  Palmer,  with  his 
elder  brother,  Elihu,  entered  this  school  and  remained 
18  months.  Next,  for  over  three  years,  he  tried 
variously  coopering,  peddling  and  school-teaching. 

During    the   summer  of   1838  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  then   making  his 


first  canvass  for  Congress.  Young,  eloquent  and  in 
political  accord  with  Mr.  Palmer,  he  won  his  confi- 
dence, fired  his  ambition  and  fixed  his  purpose.  The 
following  winter,  while  teaching  near  Canton,  he  be- 
gan to  devote  his  spare  time  to  a  desultory  reading 
of  law,  and  in  the  spring  entered  a  law  office  at  Car- 
linville,  making  his  home  with  his  elder  brother, 
Elihu.  (The  latter  was  a  learned  clergyman,  of  con- 
siderable orginality  of  thought  and  doctrine.)  On 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  Douglas  being  one  of  his  examiners. 
He  was  not  immediately  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  would  have  located  elsewhere  than  Carlinville 
had  he  the  requisite  means.  Thus  his  early  poverty 
was  a  blessing  in  disguise,  for  to  it  he  now  attributes 
the  success  of  his  life. 

From  1839  on,  while  he  diligently  pursued  his 
profession,  he  participated  more  or  less  in  local 
politics.  In  1843  he  became  Probate  Judge.  In 
1847  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, where  he  took  a  leading  part.  In  1852  ht. 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  at  the  special 
session  of  February,  1854,  true  to  the  anti-slaverj 
sentiments  bred  in  him,  he  took  a  firm  stand  in  op- 
position to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise. 
and  when  the  Nebraska  question  became  a  partj 
issue  he  refused  to  receive  a  re-nomination  for  th( 
Senatorship  at  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  issuin;, 
a  circular  to  that  effect.     A    few    weeks    afterward 
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ho-vever,  hesitating  to  break  with  his  party,  he  par- 
liiipated  in  a  Congressional  Convention  which  nomi- 
'I'.  L.  Harris  against  Richard  Yates,  and  which 
.inqiinlifiedly  approved  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  But  later  in  the  campaign  he  made 
the  plunge,  ran  for  the  Senate  as  an  Anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  and  was  elected.  The  following  winter 
he  put  in  nomination  for  the  .United  States  Senate 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  was  one  of  the  five  steadfast  men 
who  voted  for  him  until  all  the  Whigs  came  to  their 
support  and  elected  their  man. 

In  1856  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Convention  at  Bloomington.  He  ran  for  Congress  in 
1859,  but  was  defeated.  In  i860  he  was  Republican 
Presidential  Elector  for  the  State  at  large.  In  1861 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Delegates  (all  Re- 
publicans) sent  by  Illinois  to  the  peace  congress  at 
Washington. 

When  the  civil  conflict  broke  out,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  the 
14th  111.  Vol.  Inf ,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Island  No.  10;  at  Farmington,  where  he  skillfully 
extricated  his  command  from  a  dangerous  position  ; 
at  Stoue  River,  where  his  division  for  several  hours, 
Dec.  31,  1862,  held  the  advance  and  stood  like  a 
rock,  and  for  his  gallantry  there  he  was  made  Major 
General;  at  Chickamauga,  where  his  and  VanCleve's 
divisions  for  two  hours  maintained  their  position 
when  they  were  cut  off  by  overpowering  numbers. 
Under  Gen.  Sherman^  he  was  assigned  to  the  i4lh 
Army  Corps  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
At  Peach-Tree  Creek  his  prudence  did  much  to  avert 
disaster.  In  February,  1865,  Gen.  Palmer  was  as- 
signed to  the  military  administration  of  Kentucky, 
which  was  a  delicate  post.  That  State  was  about 
half  rel)el  and  half  Union,  and  those  of  the  latter 
clement  were  daily  fretted  by  the  loss  of  their  slaves. 
He,  who  liad  been  bred  to  the  rules  of  common  law, 
trembled  at  the  contemplation  of  his  extraordinary 
power  ovjr  the  persons  and  property  of  his  fellow 
men,  with  which  he  was  vested  in  his  capacity  as 
military  Governor;  and  he  exhibited  great  caution  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  post. 

Gen.  Palm.-r  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Illi- 
nois by  the  Republican  State  Convention  which  met 
at  Pe>rii  M.iy  6,  1868,  and  his  nomination  would 
l)robably  have  been  ma'le  by  acclamation  had  he  not 
'5crsir,ten;ly  declared  thai  he  could  not  accept  a  can- 


didature for  the  office.  The  result  of  the  ensuing 
election  gave  Mr.  Palmer  a  majority  of  44,707  over 
John  R.  Eden,  the  Democratic  nominee. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January, 
1869,  the  first  thing  to  arrest  public  attention  was 
that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  which  took 
broad  State's  rights  ground.  This  and  some  minor 
points,  which  were  more  in  keeping  with  the  Demo- 
cratic sentiment,  constituted  the  entering  wedge  f  jr 
the  criticisms  and  reproofs  he  afterward  received 
from  the  Republican  party,  and  ultimately  resulted 
in  his  entire  aleniation  from  the  latter  element.  The 
Legislature  just  referred  to  was  noted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  numerous  bills  in  the  interest  of  private 
parties,  which  were  embarrassing  to  the  Governor. 
Among  the  public  acts  passed  was  that  which  limited 
railroad  charges  for  passenger  travel  to  a  maximum 
of  three  cents  per  mile ;  and  it  was  passed  over  the 
Governor's  veto.  Also,  they  passed,  over  his  veto, 
the  "tax-grabbing  law"  to  pay  r^.ilroed  subscriptions, 
the  Chicago  Lake  Front  bill,  etc.  The  t\&\v  State 
Constitution  of  1870,  far  superior  to  the  old,  was  a 
peaceful  "  revolution"  which  took  place  during  Gov. 
Palmer's  term  of  office.  The  suffering  caused  by  the 
great  Chicago  Fire  of  October,  1871,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  prompt  responses  of  his  excellency. 

Since  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Palmers 's  term,  he  has 
been  somewhat  prominent  in  Illinois  politics,  and 
has  been  talked  of  by  many,  especially  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  as  the  best  man  in  the  State  for  a 
United  States  Senator.  His  business  during  life  has 
been  that  of  the  law.  Few  excel  him  in  an  accurate 
appreciation  of  the  depth  and  scope  of  its  principles- 
The  great  number  of  his  able  veto  messages  abun- 
dantly testify  not  only  this  but  also  a  rare  capacity  to 
point  them  out.  He  is  a  logical  and  cogent  reasoner 
and  an  interesting,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker, 
tliough  not  fluent  or  ornate.  Without  brilliancy,  his 
dealings  are  rather  with  facts  and  ideas  than  with 
appeals  to  passions  and  prejudices.  He  is  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman  of  very  high  order.  Physically  he  is 
above  the  medium  height,  of  robust  frame,  ruddy 
complexion  and  sanguine-nervous  temperament.  He 
has  a  large  cranial  development,  is  vivacious,  social 
in  disposition,  easy  of  approach,  unostentatious  in  his 
liabits  of  life,  democratic  in  his  habits  and  manners 
and  is  a  true  American  in  his  fundamental  principle' 
of  statesmanship. 
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OHN   LOWRiE  BEVER- 
IDGE,  Governor  1873-6,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July    6,    1824.       His    parents 
were  George  and  Ann  Bever- 
idge.     His  father's  parents,  An- 
drew and  Isabel  Bcveridge,  be- 
fore  their    marriage    emigrated 
from    Scotland  just   before   the 
Revolutionary  War,  -settling   in 
Washington  County.    His  father 
was  tlie  eldest  of  eight  brothers,  the 
)Oungest  of  whom  was  60  years  of 
age  when  the  first  one  of  the  num- 
ber died.     His   mother's   parents, 
James  and  Agnes  Hoy,  emigrated 
from  Scodand  at  the  close  of  the 
,      Revolutionary  War,  settling  also  in 
|Q  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  their 

ffiist-born,  whose  "  native  land  "was 
the  wild  ocean.  His  parents  and 
grandparents  lived  beyond  the  time 
;  allotted  to  man,  their  average  age 
over  80  years.  They  belonged  to  the  "  Asso- 
Cluirch,"   a    seceding    Presbyterian    body    of 


America  from  the  old  Scotch  school ;  and  so  rigid 
was  the  training  of  young  Beveridge  that  he  never 
heard  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister  except  that 
of  his  own  denomination  until  he  was  in  his  19th 
year.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  relation  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Beveridge  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, but  his  parents,  who  could  obtain  a  livelihood 
only  by  rigid  economy  and  industry,  could  not  send 
him  away  to  college.  He  was  raised  upon  a  farm, 
and  was  in  his  i8th  year  when  the  family  removed 
to  De  Kalb  County,  this  State,  when  that  section  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  Chicago  had  less  than  7,000 
inhabitants.  In  this  wild  West  he  continued  as  a 
farm  laborer,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months  to  supply  the  means  of  an  education.  In  the 
fall  of  1842  he  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  at 
Granville,  Putnam  Co.,  111.,  and  subsequently  several 
terms  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary  at  Mount  Morris, 
Ogle  Co.,  111.,  completing  the  academic  course.  At 
this  time,  the  fall  of  1845,  his  parents  and  brothers 
were  anxious  to  have  him  go  to  college,  even  though 
he  had  not  money  sufficient;  but,  njt  willing  to  bur- 
den the  family,  he  packed  his  trunk  and  with  only 
$40    in  money    started    South    to   seek    his  fortune. 
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Poor,  alone,  without  friends  and  influence,  he  thus 
entered  upon  the  battle  of  life. 

First,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson,  Overton  and 
Jackson  Cos.,  Tenn.,  in  which  experience  he  under- 
wont  considerable  mental  drill,  both  in  book  studies 
and  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  He  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  the  South,  bat  did  not  learn 
to  love  the  institution  of  slavery,  although  he  ad- 
mired many  features  of  Southern  character.  In  De- 
cember, 1847,  he  returned  North,  and  Jan.  20,  1848, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Judson,  in  the  old  Clark- 
Street  M.  E.  church  in  Chicago,  her  father  at  that 
time  being  Pastor  of  the  society  there.  In  the  spring 
of  1848  he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Tennessee, 
where  his  two  children.  Alia  May  and  Philo  Judson, 
were  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1849,  through  the  mismanagement 
of  an  associate,  he  lost  what  little  he  had  accumu- 
lated and  was  left  in  debt.  He  soon  managed  to 
earn  means  to  pay  his  debts,  returned  to  De  Kalb 
Co.,  111.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Sycamore,  the  county  seat.  On  arrival 
from  the  South  he  had  but  one-quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
money,  and  scanty  clothing  and  bedding  for  himself 
and  family.  He  borrowed  a  little  money,  practiced 
law,  worked  in  public  offices,  kept  books  for  some  of 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  and  some  railroad  en- 
gineering, till  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Evanston,  12  miles  north  of  Chicago,  a  place  then 
but  recently  laid  out,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Northwestern  University,  a  Methodist  institution. 
Of  the  latter  his  father-in-law  was  then  financial 
agent  and  business  manager.  Here  Mr.  Beveridge 
prospered,  and  the  next  year  (1855)  opened  a  law 
office  in  Chicago,  where  he  found  the  battle  some- 
what hard;  but  he  persevered  with  encouragement 
and  increasing  success. 

Aug.  12,  1 86 1,  his  law  partner.  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  secured  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  authorized  Mr.  Beveridge  to  raise  a 
company  for  it.  He  succeeded  in  a  few  days  in  rais- 
ing the  company,  of  course  enlisting  himself  along 
with  it.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles, 
111.,  w.is  mustered  in  Sept.  1 8,  and  on  its  organiza- 
tion Mr.  B.  was  elected  Second  Major.  It  was  at- 
tached, Oct.  II,  to  the  Eighth  Cavalry  and  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  with  the  regiment 
until  November,  1S63,  participating  in  some  40  bat- 


tles and  skirmishes  :  was  at  Fair  Oaks,  the  seven  days 
fight  around  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
the  greater  part  of  the  summerof  iS63,and  it  was  while 
lying  in  camp  this  year  that  he  originated  the  policy 
of  encouraging  recruits  as  well  as  the  fighting  capac- 
ity of  the  soldiery,  by  the  wholesale  furlough  system. 
It  worked  so  well  that  many  other  officers  adopted 
it.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  recruited  another  com- 
pany, against  heavy  odds,  in  January,  1864,  was 
commissioned  Colonel  of  the  17th  111.  Cav.,  and 
skirmished  around  in  Missouri,  concluding  with  the 
reception  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith's 
army  in  Arkansas.  In  1865  he  commanded  various 
sub-districts  in  the  Southwest.  He  was  mustered 
out  Feb.  6,  1866,  safe  from  the  casualties  of  war  and 
a  stouter  man  than  when  he  first  enlisted.  His  men 
idolized  him. 

He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  to  practice  law,  with 
no  library  and  no  clientage,  and  no  political  experi- 
ence except  to  help  others  into  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1866  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Cook  County,  serving 
one  term;  next,  until  November,  1870,  he  practiced 
law  and  closed  up  the  unfinished  business  of  his 
office.  He  was  then  elected  State  Senator;  in  No- 
vember, 187 1,  he  was  elected  Congressman  at  large; 
in  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Oglesby  ;  the  latter  be- 
ing elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  Mr.  Beveridge  became 
Governor,  Jan.  zt,  1873.  Thus,  inside  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  Congressman  at  large.  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Governor.  The  principal  events  oc- 
curring during  Gov.  Beveridge 's  administration  were: 
The  completion  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes,  begun 
in  1869;  the  partial  success  of  the  "farmers'  move- 
ment;" "Haines'  Legislature  "  and  Illinois'  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial. 

Since  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term  ex-Gov. 
Beveridge  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bever- 
idge &  Dewey,  bankers  and  dealers  in  commercial 
paper  at  7 1  Dearborn  Street  (McCormick  Block), 
Chicago,  and  since  November,  1881,  he  has  also  been 
.\ssistant  United  States  Treasurer:  office  in  the 
Government  Building.  His  residence  is  still  at  Ev- 
anston. 

He  has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  yet  residing  in 
De  Kalb  County — James  H.  Beveridge,  Mrs.  Jennet 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Isabel  French. 


<,J 


GO  VERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS. 


Shelby  31.  Vtllom. 


=«=4- 


HELBY  M.  CULLOM,  Gover- 
i,nr  1877-83,15  the  sixth  child 
of  the  late  Richard  N.  Cullom, 
and  was  bora  Nuv.  22,  1829,  in 
Wayne  Co.,  Ky.,  where  his  fa- 
,.  iher  then  resided,  and  whence 
both  the  Illinois  and  Tennessee 
branches  of  the  family  originated.  In 
the  following  year  the  family  emi- 
grated to  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
Tazewell  Co.,  III.,  when  that  section 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  They  lo- 
cated on  Deer  Creek,  in  a  grove  at 
the  time  occupied  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians, attracted  there  by  the  superior 
hunting  and  fishing  afforded  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  winter  was 
known  as  the  "  hard  winter,"  the  snow  being  very 
deep  and  lasting  and  the  weather  severely  cold;  and 
tlie  family  had  to  subsist  mainly  on  boiled  corn  or 
hominy,  and  some  wild  game,  for  several  weeks.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  R.  N.  Cullom  became  a  prom- 
inent citizen  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  both  before  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
capital  from  Vandalia  to  Springfi-^ld.  He  died  about 
'873- 

Until  about  19  years  of  age  young  Cullom  grew  up 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  attending  school  as  he  had 
opportunity  during  the  winter.  Witiiin  this  time, 
nowever,  he  spent   several  montlis  teaching-  =rhoul 


and  in  the  following  summer  he  "  broke  prairie  "with 
an  ox  team  for  the  neighbors.  With  the  money  ob- 
tained by  these  various  ventures,  he  undertook  a 
course  of  study  at  tlie  Rock  River  Seminary,  a 
Methodist  institution  at  Mt.  Morris,  Ogle  County; 
but  the  sudden  change  to  the  in-door  life  of  a  stu- 
dent told  severely  upon  his  health,  and  he  was  taken 
home,  being  considered  in  a  hopeless  condition.  While 
at  Mt,  Morris  he  heard  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne  make 
his  first  speech. 

On  recovering  health,  Mr.  Cullom  concluded  to 
study  law,  under  the  instruction  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
at  Springfield,  who  had  by  this  time  attained  some 
notoriety  as  an  able  lawyer;  but  the  latter,  being  ab- 
sent from  his  office  most  of  the  time,  advised  Mr. 
Cullom  to  enter  the  office  of  Stuart  &  Edwards. 
After  about  a  year  of  study  there,  however,  his  health 
failed  again,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  once  more 
to  out-door  life.  Accordingly  he  bought  hogs  for 
packing,  for  A.  G.  Tyng,  in  Peoria,  and  while  he  re- 
gained his  health  he  gained  in  purse,  netting  $400  in 
a  few  weeks.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  was  soon  elected  City 
Attorney,  on  the  .\nti-Nebraska  ticket. 

In  1856  he  ran  on  the  Fillmore  ticket  as  a  Presi- 
dential Elector,  and,  although  failing  to  be  elected  as 
such,  he  was  at  the  same  time  elected  a.  Representa- 
tive in  the  Legislature  from  Sangamon  County,  by  a 
local  coalition  of  the  American  and  Republican  par- 
ties. On  the  organization  of  the  House,  he  received 
the  vote  of  the  Fillmore  men  for  Speaker.    Practici!!;"; 
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law  until  i860,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  a  Republican,  while  the  county  went  Demo- 
cratic on  the  Presidential  ticket.  In  January  follow- 
ing he  was  elected  Speaker,  probably  the  youngest 
man  who  had  ever  presided  over  an  Illinois  Legis- 
lature. After  the  session  of  186 1,  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  called  for 
that  year,  but  was  defeated,  and  thus  escaped  the 
disgrace  of  being  connected  with  that  abortive  parly 
scheme  to  revolutionize  the  State  Government.  In 
1862  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  but 
was  defeated.  The  same  year,  however,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Lincoln  on  a  Government 
Commission,  in  company  with  Gov.  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Cnarles  A.  Dana,  since  of  the 
New  York  Sun,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  at 
Cairo.     He  devoted  several  months  to  this  duty. 

In  1864  he  enteied  upon  a  larger  political  field, 
being  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Congress  from  tlie  Eighth  (Springfield)  District,  in 
opposition  to  the  incumbent,  JohnT.  Stuart,  who  had 
been  elected  in  1862  by  about  1,500  majority  over 
Leonard  Swett,  then  of  Bloomington,  now  of  Chicago. 
The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  CuUom  in  Novem- 
ber following  by  a  majority  of  1,785.  In  1866  he 
was  re-elected  to  Congress,  over  Dr.  E.  S.  Fowler,  liy 
the  magnificent  majority  of  4,103!  In  1868  he  was 
again  a  candidate,  defeating  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Edwards, 
another  of  his  old  preceptors,  by  2,884  votes. 

During  his  first  term  in  Congress  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  Expenditures  in 
the  Treasury  Department;  in  his  second  term,  on 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  on  Territories ; 
and  in  his  third  term  he  succeeded  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
Ohio,  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the  latter.  He  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  House,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
law  in  Utah,  which  caused  more  consternation  among 
the  Mormons  tiian  any  measure  had  previously,  but 
which,  though  it  passed  the  House,  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate. 

The  Republican  Convention  which  met  May  25, 
1876,  nominated  Mr.  Cullom  for  Governor,  while  the 
other  contestant  was  Gov.  Beveridge.  For  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor they  nominated  Andrew  Shuman,  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Journal.  For  the  same  offices  the 
Democrats,  combining  with  the  Anti-Monopolists, 
placed    in    nomination    Lewis    Steward,    a  wealthy 


farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  \..  A.  Glenn.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  rather  close,  Mr.  Cullom 
obtaining  only  6,Soo  majority.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  8,  1877. 

Great  depression  prevailed  in  financial  circles  at 
this  time,  as  a  consequence  of  the  heavy  failures  of 
1 87  3  and  afterward,  the  effect  of  which  had  seemed 
to  gather  force  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  Gov. 
CuUom's  first  administration.  This  unspeculative 
period  was  not  calculated  to  call  forth  any  new 
issues,  but  the  Governors  energies  were  at  one  time 
put  to  task  to  quell  a  spirit  of  insubordination  that 
had  been  begun  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  transferred  to  Illinois  at  Chicago,  East 
St.  Louis  and  Braidwood,  at  which  places  laboring 
men  for  a  short  time  refused  to  work  or  allow  others 
to  work.  These  disturbances  were  soon  quelled  and 
the  wheels  of  industry  again  set  in  motion. 

In  May,  1880,  Gov.  Cullom  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  against  Lyman  Trumbull,  by  the 
Democrats;  and  although  the  former  party  was  some- 
what handicapped  in  the  campaign  by  a  zealous 
faction  opposed  to  Grant  for  President  and  to  Grant 
men  for  office  generally,  Mr.  Cullom  was  re-elected 
by  about  314,565,  to  277,532  for  the  Democratic  State 
ticket.  The  Greenback  vote  at  the  same  time  was 
about  27,000.  Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  again 
became  Republican,  and  no  representative  of  the 
Greenback  or  Socialist  parties  were  elected.  Gov. 
Cullom  was  inaugurated  Jan.  10,  1S81.  In  his  mes- 
sage he  announced  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  State 
debt  had  been  provided  for. 

March  4,  1883,  the  term  of  David  Davis  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Illinois  expired,  and  Gov.  Cul- 
lom was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  This  promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  M.  Hamilton  to  the  Gov- 
ernorship. Senator  CuUom's  term  in  the  United 
States  Senate  will  expire  March  4,  1889. 

Ai  a  practitioner  of  law  Mr.  C.  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cullom,  Scholes  &  Mather,  at  Spring- 
field ;  and  he  has  also  been  President  of  the  State 
National  Bank. 

He  has  been  married  twice, — the  first  time  Dec. 
12,  1855,  to  Miss  Hannah  Fisher,  by  whom  he  had 
two  daughters;  and  the  second  time  May  5,  1863, 
to  Julia  Fisher.  Mrs.  C  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  with  which  religious  body  Mr. 
C.  is  also  in  sympathy. 
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OHN  MARSHALL  HAMIL- 
TON, Governor  1883-5,  was 
born  May  28,  1847,  in  a  log 
house  upon  a  farm  about  two 
liles  from   Richwood,  Union 
County,  Ohio.     His  father  was 
Samuel  Hamilton,  the  eldest  son 
of  Rev.  VVni.  Hamilton,  who,  to- 
gether with  his  brotlier,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  was  among  the 
early  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  in 
Ohio.     The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was,  before  her  marriage, 

fMrs.  Nancy  McMoiris,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Fauquier  or  Lou- 
j  doun  County,  Va.,  and  related  to  the 
two  large  families  of  Youngs  and  Marshalls,  well 
known  in  that  commonwealth;  and  from  the  latter 
family  name  was  derived  the  middle  name  of  Gov. 
Hamilton. 

■In  March,  1854,  Mr.  Hamilton's  father  sold  out 
his  little  pioneer  forest  home  in  Union  County,  O., 
and,  loading  his  few  household  effects  and  family 
(of  six  children)  into  two  emigrant  covered  wagons, 
moved  to  Roberts  Township.  Marshall  Co.,  111.,  being 
21  days  on  the  route.  Swamps,  unbridged  streams 
and  innumerable  hardships  and  privations  met  them 
on  their  way.  Their  new  home  had  been  previously 
selected  by  the  father.  Here,  after  many  long  years 
of  toil,  they  succeeded  in  paying  for  the  land  and 
making  a  comfort 'l>le.  home.     John  was,  of  course, 


brought  up  to  hard  manual  labor,  with  no  schooling 
except  three  or  four  months  in  the  year  at  a  common 
country  school.  However,  he  evinced  a  capacity 
and  taste  for  a  high  order  of  self-education,  by 
studying  or  reading  what  books  he  could  borrow,  as 
the  family  had  but  very  few  in  the  house.  Much  of 
his  study  he  prosecuted  by  the  light  of  a  log  fire  in 
the  old-fashioned  chimney  place.  The  financial 
panic  of  1857  caused  the  family  to  come  near  losing 
their  home,  to  pay  debts ;  but  the  father  and  two 
sons,  William  and  John,  "buckled  to"  and  perse- 
vered in  hard  labor  and  economy  until  they  redeemed 
their  place  from  the  mortgage. 

When  the  tremendous  excitement  of  the  political 
campaign  of  i860  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Rob- 
erts Township,  young  Hamilton,  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  took  a  zeal- 
ous part  in  favor  of  Lincoln's  election.  Making  special 
efforts  to  procure  a  little  money  to  buy  a  uniform,  he 
joined  a  company  of  Lincoln  Wide-Awakes  at  Mag- 
nolia, a  village  not  far  away.  Directly  after  the 
ensuing  election  it  became  evident  that  trouble 
would  ensue  with  the  South,  and  this  Wide-Awake 
company,  like  many  others  throughout  the  country, 
kept  up  its  organization  and  transformed  itself  into  a 
military  company.  During  the  ensuing  summer  they 
met  often  for  drill  and  became  proficient ;  but  when 
they  offered  themselves  for  the  war,  young  Hamilton 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  being  then 
but  14  years  of  age.  During  the  winter  of  1863-4  he 
attended  an  academy  at  Henry,  Marshall  County, 
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and  ill  the  following  May  he  again  enlisted,  for  the 
fourth  time,  when  he  was  placed  in  the  141st  111. 
Vol.  Inf.,  a  regiment  then  being  raised  at  Elgin,  111., 
for  the  100-day  service.  He  took  with  him  13  other 
lads  from  his  neighborhood,  for  enlistment  in  the 
service.  This  regiment  operated  in  Soulhwestern 
Kentucky,  for  about  five  months,  under  Gen.  Paine. 

The  following  winter,  1864-5,  ^''-  Hamilton  taught 
school,  and  during  the  two  college  years  1865-7,  l^*^ 
went  through  three  years  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  The 
third*  year  he  graduated,  the  fourth  in  a  class  of  46, 
in  the  classical  department.  In  due  time  he  received 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  For  a  few  months  he  was  the 
Principal  of  Marshall  "  College  "  at  Henry,  an  acad- 
emy under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  By 
this  time  he  had  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
after  earning  some  money  as  a  temporary  Professor 
of  Latin  at  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at 
Bloomington,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Weldon, 
Tipton  &  Benjamin,  of  that  city.  Each  member  of 
this  firm  has  since  been  distinguished  as  a  Judge. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  May,  1870,  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  given  an  interest  in  the  same  firm,  Tipton  hav- 
ing been  elected  Judge.  In  October  following  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Rowell,  at  that  time 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Their  business  was  then 
small,  but  they  increased  it  to  very  large  proportions, 
practicing  in  all  grades  of  courts,  including  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  this  partnership  continued 
unbroken  until  Feb.  6,  1883,  when  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  sworn  in  as  Executive  of  Illinois.  On  the  4tli 
of  March  following  Mr.  Rowell  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

In  July,  1871,  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Williams,  the  daugiiter  of  Prof.  VVra.  G,  Williams, 
Professor  of  Greek  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  have  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  the  State  Senate,  over  other  and  older 
competitors.  He  took  an  active  put  '•  o;i  the  stump  " 
in  the  campaign,  for  the  success  of  his  party,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  1,640  over  his  Democratic- 
Greenback  opponent.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on 
the  Committees  on  Judiciary,  Revenue,  State  Insti- 
tutions, Appropriations,  Education,  and  on  Miscel- 
lany ;  and  during  the  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
U.  S.  Senator,  the  Republicans  endeavoring  to  re- 


elect John  A.  Logan,  he  voted  for  the  war  chiei  011 
every  ballot,  even  alone  when  all  the  other  Republi- 
cans had  gone  over  to  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and 
the  Democrats  and  Independents  elected  Judge 
David  Davis.  At  this  session,  also,  was  passed  the 
first  Board  of  Health  and  Medical  Practice  act,  of 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  champion,  agair;'  .  . 
much  opposition  that  the  bill  was  several  times 
"laid  on  the  table."  Also,  this  session  authorized 
the  location  and  establishment  of  a  southern  pen'- 
tentiary,  which  was  fixed  at  Chester.  In  the  session 
of  1879  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  President /r.? /i-wz. 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  John 
A.  Logan  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  was  this  time 
elected  without  any  trouble. 

In  May,  1880,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  his 
principal  competitors  before  the  Convention  being 
Hon.  Wm.  A.  James,  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Judge  Robert  Bell,  of  Wabash 
County,  Hon.  T.  T.  Fountain,  of  Perry  County,  and 
Hon.  M.  M.  Saddler,  of  Marion  County.  He  engaged 
actively  in  the  campaign,  and  his  ticket  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  41,200.  As  Lieutenant  Governor, 
he  presided  almost  continuously  over  the  Senate  in 
the  32d  General  Assembly  and  during  the  early  days 
of  the  33d,  until  he  succeeded  to  the  Governorship. 
When  the  Legislature  of  1883  elected  Gov.  Cullom 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 
succeeded  him,  under  the  Constitution,  taking  the 
oath  of  office  Feb.  6,  1883.  He  bravely  met  all  the 
annoyances  and  embarrassments  incidental  upon 
taking  up  another's  administration.  The  principal 
events  with  which  Gov.  Hamilton  was  connected  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  were,  the  mine  dis- 
aster at  Braidwood,  the  riots  in  St.  Clair  and  Madison 
Counties  in  May,  1883,  the  appropriations  for  the 
State  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  Harper  high-license 
liquor  Lnv,  the  veto  of  a  dangerous  railroad  bill,  etc. 

The  Governor  was  a  Delegate  at  large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  June, 
1884,  where  his  first  choice  for  President  was  John 
A.  Logan,  and  second  choice  Chester  A.  Arthur;  but 
he  afterward  zealously  worked  for  the  election  of  Mr. 
Blaine,  true  to  his  party. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  term  as  Governor  expired  Jan.  30. 
r885,  when  the  great  favorite  "Dick"  Oglesby  was 
inaugurated. 
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PH  WILSON  P^IFER.  This 
distinguished  gentleman  was 
elected  Governor  of  Illinois 
November  6,  1888.  He  was 
popularly  known  during  the 
campaign  as  "Private  Joe."  Ik- 
had  served  with  great  devotion 
to  his  country  during  the  Re- 
bellion, in  the  Thirty-third 
Illinois  Infantry.  A  native  of 
Virginia,  he  was  born  in  1840. 
His  parents,  John  and  Mary 
(  Daniels)  Fifer,  were  American 
born,  though  of  fTerman  de- 
•5cent.  His  father  was  a  brick 
and  stone  mason,  and  an  old 
Henry  Clay  Whig  in  politics.  John  and  Mary 
Fifer  had  nine  children,  of  whom  Joseph  was  the 
sixth,  and  naturally  with  so  large  a  family  it  was 
all  the  fatiier  could  do  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door;  to  say  nothing  of  giving  his  children  any- 
tiiing  like  good  educational  advantages. 

Young  Joseph  attended  school  some  in  Vir- 
tjinia,  but  it  was  not  a  good  school,  and  wiien 
his  f.ather  removed  to  the  West,  in  1857,  Joseph  had 
not  advanced  much  further  than  the  "First  Reader." 


C)iir  subject  was  sixteen  then  and  suffered  a  great 
misfortune  in  the  loss  of  his  mother.  After  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Fifer,  wJiich  occurred  in  Missouri,  the 
family  returned  to  Virginia,  but  remained  only  a 
short  time,  as  during  the  same  year  Mr.  Fifer 
came  to  Illinois.  He  settled  in  McLean  County  and 
started  a  brickyard.  Here  Joseph  and  his  broth- 
ers were  put  to  work.  The  elder  Fifer  soon 
bought  a  farm  near  Bloomington  and  began  .life  as 
an  agriculturalist.  Here  Joe  worked  and  attended 
the  neighboring  school.  He  alternated  farm-work, 
brick-laying,  and  going  to  the  district  school  for 
the  succeeding  few  years.  It  was  all  work  and  no 
play  for  Joe,  yet  it  by  no  means  made  a  dull  boy 
of  him.  All  the  time  he  was  thinking  of  the  great 
world  outside,  of  which  he  had  caught  a  glimpse 
when  coming  from  Virginia,  yet  he  did  not  know 
just  how  he  was  going  to  get  out  into  it.  He 
could  not  feel  that  the  woods  around  the  new 
farm  and  the  log  cabin,  in  whicli  tlie  family  lived, 
were  to  hold  him. 

The  opportunity  to  get  out  into  the  world  was 
soon  offered  to  young  Joe.  He  traveled  a  dozen 
miles  barefoot,  in  company  with  his  brother  George, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  33d  Illinois  Infantry; 
lie  being  then  twenty  years  old.     In  a   few   day 
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tlie  regiment  was  sent  to  Camp  Butler,  and  then 
over  into  Missouri,  and  saw  some  vigorous  service 
tliere.  After  a  second  time  iielping  to  chase  Price 
out  of  Missouri,  tlie  33d  Regiment  went  down 
to  Milliken's  Bend, and  for  several  weeks  "Private 
-Joe  "  worked  on  Grant's  famous  diteli.  The  regi- 
ment then  joined  the  forces  operating  against  Port 
Oibson  and  Vieksburg.  Joe  was  on  guard  duty  in 
the  front  ditclies  when  the  flag  of  surrender  was 
run  up  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  stuck  the  bayonet 
of  his  gun  into  the  embankment  and  went  into  the 
city  with  the  vanguard  of  Union  soldiers. 

The  next  day,  July  5,  the  33d  joined  the  force 
after  Johnston,  who  had  been  threatening  Grant's 
rear;  and  finally  an  assault  was  made  on  him  at 
Jackson,  Miss.  In  this  charge  '-Private  Joe"  fell,  ter- 
ribly wounded.  He  was  loading  his  gun  when  a 
minie-ball  struck  him  and  passed  entirely  tiirougli 
his  body.  He  was  regarded  as  mortally  wounded. 
Ills  brother,  George,  who  had  been  made  a  Lieu- 
tenant, proved  to  be  the  means  of  saving  his  life. 
The  Surgeon  told  him  unless  lie  had  ice  his  brother 
Joe  could  not  live.  It-was  fifty  miles  to  the  nearest 
l)oint  where  ice  could  be  obtained,  and  the  roads 
were  rough.  A  comrade,  a  McLean  county  man,  who 
had  been  wounded,  offered  to  make  the  trip.  An 
ambulance  was  secured  and  the  brother  soldier 
started  on  thejournej\  lie  returned  with  the  ice, 
but  the  trip,  owing  to  the  roughness  of  tlie  roads, 
was  very  hard  on  him.  After  a  few  months'  care- 
ful nursing  Mr.  Fifer  was  able  to  come  home.  The 
33d  came  home  on  a  furlough,  and  when  the 
boys  were  re.id\'  to  return  to  the  tented  field, 
young  Fifer  was  ready  to  go  with  them;  for  he  was 
determined  to  finish  his  term  of  three  years.  He 
was  mustered  out  in  Octolier,  1864,  having  been 
in    the  service   three  years  and  two  montlis. 

"Private  Joe"  came  out  of  the  army  a  tall, 
tanned,  and  awkward  young  man  of  twent\'-four. 
About  all  he  possessed  was  ambition  to  be  some- 
body— and  pluck.  Though  at  an  age  wiien  most 
men  liave  finished  tlieir  college  course,  the  young 
soldier  saw  that  if  he  was  to  be  anybody  he  must 
have  an  education.  Yet  he  had  no  means  to  ena- 
ble him  to  enter  school  as  most  3'oung  men  do. 
He  was  determined  to  have  an  education,  however, 
and  that  to  him  meant  success.     For  the  following- 


four  years  he  struggled  with  his  books.  He  entered 
Wesleyan  University  Jan.  1.  1865.  He  was  not  a 
brilliant  student,  being  neither  at  the  head  nor  tlie 
foot  of  iiis  class.  He  was  in  great  earnest,  how- 
ever, studied  hard  and  came  fortli  with  a  well- 
stored  and  disciplined  mind. 

Immediately  after  being  graduated  he  entered 
an  office  at  Bloomington  as  a  law  student.  He  had 
already  read  law  some,  and  as  he  continued  to  work 
hard,  with  the  spur  of  poverty  and  promptings  of 
ambition  ever  with  him,  he  was  ready  to  liang  out 
his  professional  shingle  in  1869.  Being  trust- 
worthy he  soon  gathered  about  him  some  influen- 
tial friends.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Corporation 
Counsel  of  Bloomington.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
State's  Attorney  of  McLean  County.  This  office 
he  held  for  eight  years,  when  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  State  Senate.  Here  he  served  for  four  years. 
His  ability  to  perform  abundance  of  hard  work 
made  him  a  most  valued  iiiember  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Fifer  was  married  in  1870  to  Gertie,  daugh- 
ter of  AVilliam  J.  Lewis,  of  Bloomington.  Mr. 
Fifer  is  six  feet  in  height  and  is  spare,  weighing 
onl3'  150  pounds.  He  has  a  swarthy  complexion, 
keen  black  eyes,  quick  movement,  and  possesses  a 
frank  and  sympathetic  nature,  and  naturally  makes 
friends  wherever  he  goes.  During  the  late  Guber- 
natorial campaign  his  visits  throughout  the  State 
proved  a  great  power  in  iiis  behalf.  His  hapi)y 
faculty  of  winning  the  confidence  and  good  wishes 
of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  personal  contact  is  a 
source  of  great  popularity,  especially  during  a  polit- 
ical battle.  As  a  speaker  he  is  fluent,  Lis  language 
is  good,  voice  clear  and  agreeable,  and  manner 
forcible.  His  manifest  earnestness  in  what  he  says 
as  well  as  his  tact  as  a  public  speaker,  and  his  elo- 
quent and  forceful  Language,  makes  him  a  most 
valuable  campaign  orator  and  a  powerful  pleader 
at  the  bar.  At  the  Kepublicau  State  Convention, 
held  in  May,  1 888,  Mr.  Fifer  was  chosen  as  its  candi- 
date for  Governor.  He  proved  a  popular  nominee, 
and  the  name  of  "  Private  Joe  "  became  familiar 
to  ever^'one  throughout  the  State.  He  waged  a 
vigorous  campaign,  was  elected  by  a  good  majority, 
and  In  due  time  assumed  the  duties  of  the  Cliief 
Executive  of  Illinois. 
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3.HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  pieservi.'d.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
jf  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  liest  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed, 
pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
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names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  tlieir  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  trutli  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  asliamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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LEXANDER  HULL,  M.  D. 
Comparatively  few  years 
ba\e  elapsed  since  Indians 
and  wild  animals  roamed  at 
will  through  Fulton  County, 
which  had  never  been  visited 
bj  civilized  man.  Not  a  fur- 
io»  had  been  turned  and  the 
.ippearance  of  the  country  was 
and  unchanging.  The  si- 
lence of  the  primeval  wood  was 
A\  unbroken  save  by  the  war-whoop 
of  the  brave,  or  by  the  f  ream  of 
the  wild  bird,  while  far  as  eye 
could  penetrate,  the  only  indication  of  life  would 
be  perhaps  a  deer,  stooping  shyly  to  drink  of  the 
slow-moving  stream,  or  the  smoke  ascending  from 
the  wigwams  of  the  savages.  Now  all  is  changed. 
Churches  seem  to  turn  our  thoughts  heavenward, 
with  their  spires;  sehooliiouses  dot  the  country  here 
and  there,  while  elegant  residences  and  finely  cul- 
tivated farms  demand  constant  admiration. 

Among  those  who  a'-e  inseparably  indontified 
with  the  advance  of  this  county  is  Dr.  Hull,  whose 
portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page.  He  came 
here  in  boyhood,  and  has  since  been  a  witness  of  the 
development  of  the  county  from  its  original  wild- 
ness   to  a  position  among  the  first  counties  in  tlie 


State.  He  dates  his  arrival  here  from  December 
10,  1838,  and  has  taken  no  small  part  in  the  growth 
of  the  township  where  he  has  principally  made  his 
home.  Especially  has  he  been  closely  associated 
with  the  educational  interests  of  the  community 
and  has  served  for  sixteim  years  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  in  the  city  of  Lewistown.  Under 
the  new  law  by  which  there  are  to  be  six  members 
he  is  now  President  of  the  Board.  When  he  first 
located  in  Cuba,  the  present  school  system  was  not 
in  vogue,  and  in  1854  he  secured  the  services  of 
Prof,  and  Mrs.  William  S.  Hermance  as  teachers, 
both  in  the  higher  and  primary  branches.  An  un- 
occupied church  building  was  utilized  for  a  school- 
house  and  the  reputation  of  the  school  became 
quite  extended,  many  coming  from  quite  a  distance 
to  enjoy  its  privileges.  Thus  an  interest  was 
awakened  among  the  citizens  of  Cuba,  and  two 
years  later  a  schoolhouse  was  built  l)y  them.  It 
was  a  brick  structure  forty  feet  square,  and  one 
story  liigli  and  was  the  Grst  brick  schoolhouse  ever 
built  in  Fulton  County.  Later  our  subject  and 
two  others  added  a  second  story,  which  was  after- 
ward donated  to  the  residents  of  Cuba. 

Before  giving  a  more  extended  mention  of  the 
history  of  Dr.  Hull  it  might  be  well  briefly  to  give 
that  of  his  ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John   Hull,  was  of  English  descent  and  removed 
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from  Maryland  to  Virginia  about  1798.  Thence  in 
1807  he  removed  to  Ohio  and  became  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Licking  Countj'.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  this  cenliuy  Ohio  was  sparselj'  settled,  and 
there  lieing  no  lailroads,  the  people  rnade  a  busi- 
ness of  teaming  from  Ohio  to  Baltimore,  Md.  John 
Hull  pre-empted  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Licking 
County  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  life,  dy- 
ing when  about  eighty-five  years  of  age.  His 
family  comprised  four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
His  son  Philip,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Harrison  County,  Md.,  in  1795,  and  was  twelve 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  the  family  to 
Ohio.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  a 
pensioner  in  iiis  old  age.  He  dealt  in  horses,  driv- 
ing them  to  Baltimore  and  Philadelpliia  for  sale. 

In  the  fall  of  1838  Philip  Hull,  having  resolved 
to  seek  a  home  in  the  West,  bade  farewell  to  his 
friends  in  Ohio  and  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
children,  journeyed  overland  to  Fulton  County. 
The  winter  of  1839  was  passed  in  Lewistown,  and 
the  following  spring  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  near 
the  present  site  of  Smithfield.  The  land  had  been 
improved  with  a  log  cabin,  while  ten  acres  were 
broken  and  twenty-sis  acres  fenced.  This  farm, 
which  is  now  owned  by  Jacob  Zcigler,  is  one  of  the 
finest  estates  in  Cass  Township.  After  living  in 
the  log  cabin  a  short  time  a  frame  house  was 
was  erected  and  in  it  the  family  were  comfortably' 
domiciled.  For  several  3-ears  deer  were  plentiful, 
also  turkeys,  etc.,  and  it  was  only  gradually  that  the 
wild  music  of  nature  ceased  to  be  heard. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  in  the  fall  of  184.5, 
brought  wheat  to  Chicago,  two  hundred  miles  dis- 
tant, in  company  wiili  ;omeof  his  neighbors.  Tliey 
took  with  them  plentj'  of  provisions  and  horse 
feed,  camping  by  the  way  and  consuming  three 
weeks  in  making  the  trip.  The  wheat  sold  at  forty- 
seven  cents  per  bushel,  which  was  more  than  twice 
as  n)uch  as  it  would  have  sold  for  here.  On  their 
return  they  brought  back  supplies  for  the  house- 
hold. In  this  way  the  years  passed  b^-,  each  sea- 
son witnessing  important  improvements  in  the 
county.  The  father,  after  a  long  and  useful  career 
of  eighty-nine  years,  died  in  February-,  1884.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
barah     McCrackeu,    and     her    birth    occurred   in 


Brownsville,  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  in  1801;  she  was 
faithful  wife  and  a  devoted  mother  and  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age,  passing  from  earth  in  1884,  aged 
eighty-three  years. 

The  family  of  Philip  and  Sarah  (McCraeken) 
Hull  included  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  whose 
record  is  as  follows :  One  sister  is  single  and  resides 
in  Lewistown,  where  indeed,  all  the  famil}^  make 
their  home;  the  other  sister  married  James  H.  Ran- 
dall, the  father  of  Dr.  R.  A.  and  Pliilip  Randall, 
^ho  are  engaged  in  the  drug  business;  tiie  brother, 
Capt.  W.  W.,  made  an  overland  trip  to  California 
during  the  pioneer  days  of  that  State  and  remained 
there  for  several  years.  Returning  home  a  short 
time  before  the  Civil  War,  he  entered  into  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  hut  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  con- 
flict between  the  North  and  South,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry.  He 
was  chosen  Captain  of  his  company  and  con- 
tinued as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war,  meriting 
the  praise  he  received  and  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  as  a  brave  patriot  and  courage- 
ous soldier.  Since  the  war  he  has  been  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  and  has 
filled  numerous  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
In  1865  he  was  candidate  for  Sheriff  of  Fulton 
County  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  although  his 

j  party  was  largely  in  the  minority,  he  was  beaten 
only  two  votes  by  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the 

<  same  office.  The  Captain  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Lewistown,  serving  here  as  in  other  positions 
with  credit  to  himself,  and  it  may   be  said  of  him, 

j    that  he  was  the  only  Republican  Postmaster  in  Ful- 

;  ton  County  who  retained  his  position  through  the 
entire  Cleveland  administration. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Alexander  McCraeken,  who  was  born  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  against  his  will  as 
a  soldier  in  the  British  Arm3'.  During  the  war  he 
was  taken  prisoner  and  not  released  until  the  close 
of  the  conflict,  when  he  returned  to  the  Emerald 
Isle.  But  so  well  please. 1  was  he  with  America  that 
after  a  j'ear's  sojourn  in  his  native  land  he  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Tennessee.  There 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  a  Miss  Eaton,  and 
they  reared  a  large  family  of  children.  lie  was 
converted  by  Adam   Clark  and    became  a  preacher 
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in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  1817  he 
removed  from  Tennessee  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Mus- 
kingum County  and  purchasing  a  farm,  where  he 
he  made  liis  liome.  He  was  well  educated  and  a 
fluent  tall<er,  and  preached  most  of  the  funeral  ser- 
mons and  performed  most  of  the  marriage  ceremo- 
nies within  the  vicinity  of  his  iiorae  for  one-third  of 
a  century.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  constitution, 
a  vigorous  tliinker,  and  a  short  time  before  iiis 
death  walked  two  miles  and  preached  with  liis  usual 
energy  and  earnestness. 

Dr.  Hull  was  still  a  boy  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Fulton  County.  He  was  very  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  an  education,  and  made  the  best 
of  the  opportunities  offered,  and  by  close  applica- 
tion to  his  studies  fitted  himself  for  a  teacher.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  commenced  to  teach 
and  used  the  mone}'  thus  earned  to  advance  his 
studies.  He  early  turned  his  attention  to  the  study 
of  medicine  and  in  1850  graduated  from  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  at  once  commenced 
to  practice,  his  profession  in  the  village  of  Cuba, 
tins  county.  He  was  successful  from  the  start  and 
continued  thus  actively  engaged  until  the  spring 
of  1860,  wlien  his  friends  induced  him  to  accept 
the  nomination  for  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court,  to  which  he  was  elected.  That  he  dis- 
charged tiie  duties  of  the  position  in  a  highly 
satisfactory  manner  is  abundantly  proven  bj*  his 
re-election.  He  did  not  relinquish  his  medical  pur- 
suits and  the  practice  of  his  profession  when  elected 
Clerk,  but  has  continued  actively  discharging  the 
many  duties  associated  with  hi?  large  practice.  He 
is  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  pen,  and  contributes  to 
many  of  the  medical  journals  and  newspapers  of 
the  day,  his  articles  being  marked  Ijy  brilliancy  of 
thought  and  originality  of  ideas. 

Not  only  has  the  Doctor  been  successful  as  a 
physician  but  also  in  a  financial  way.  Besides  ac- 
cumulating considerable  village  property,  he  owns 
large  tr.acts  of  farm  land  in  Fulton  County,  also  in 
the  States  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  In  1870  he  de- 
veloped a  coal  mine  at  Cuba,  that  he  soon  after 
leased  and  still  owns.  Politically  he  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
always  taken  an  interest  in  all  matters  calculated  to 
improve  and    elevate  the    moral  staniling    of  the 


county.  Ho  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  So- 
ciety and  very  liberal  in  his  ideas.  A  careful 
reader,  a  deep  thinker,  broad  in  his  views,  religious, 
philosophical  and  social,  he  has  attained  an  envia- 
ble position  as  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence  in  the 
county,  while  his  course  in  life  has  been  such  as  to 
win  for  liim  the  admiration  and  esteem  of  a  large  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances.  His  succe.ss  is  to  be  attributed- 
to  his  energy  and  indomitable  perseverance,  and 
those  qualities  which  gave  him 

"The  strength  to  dare,  the  nerve  to  meet 
Whatever  threatens  with  defeat 
An  all-indomitable  will." 
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D.  JOHNSON,  foreman  of  the  painting 
department  of  Parlin  &  Orendorff's  manu- 
W^  factory  in  Canton,  was  born  in  Newark, 
Newcastle  County,  Del.,  October  17,  1840.  He  is 
the  son  of  James  C.  and  Martha  (Caldwell)  John- 
son, and  his  grandparents  came  respectively  from 
Ireland  and  Scotland.  His  father  was  born  in  New 
York,  spent  some  ye,ars  in  Pennsylvania  and 
removed  thence  to  Delaware  while  still  a  young 
man.  In  1860  he  changed  his  place  of  residence  to 
New  Jersey,  where  he  died  in  1882  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years.  His  marriage  had  been  solem- 
nized in  Pennsylvania,  wliich  was  the  native  State  of 
his  wife.  The  union  was  lilessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  to  whom  the  mother  bade  adieu 
in  1848  when  called  from  time  to  eternity,  she  be- 
ing then  but  thirty-two  years  of  age. 

Tiie  father  of  our  suliject  subsequently  married 
Miss  Sarah  Hickman,  and  to  them  was  born  one 
child— Lola.  After  the  death  of  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Johnson  married  M4ss  Mary  Case,  who  is  still 
living.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children,  who 
are  still  living.  Tlie  own  brother  of  our  subject, 
James  T.  Johnson,  was  graduated  from  Delaware 
College  and  was  for  many  years  President  of  the 
La  Grange  (Ga.)  Female  Seminary.  During  the 
war  he  was  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
erate army  upon  two  occasions,  but  each  time  was 
i-ele.ased  about  two  weeks  after  his  conscription  on 
account  of  his  eminence  as  an  educator.    He  is  still 
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living  in  the  Southern  city,  now  cashier  of  a  bank. 
The  other  child  of  our  subject's  niother  is  Mar- 
garet E.,  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Conover,  of  Flemington, 
N.  J. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  witli  his 
father  until  after  he  had  reached  his  seventeenth 
year,  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  entering  the  Del- 
aware College.  One  of  his  schoolmates  there  was 
Senator  Anthony  M.  Higgins,.of  Delaware.  Young 
Johnson  had  been  attending  the  college  but  a  year 
when  the  institution  was  broken  up  and  he  began 
his  personal  work  in  life.  In  1861  he  went  to  New 
Jersey,  which  State  he  made  his  home  until  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Canton.  At  Clinton,  in 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Thirty-fii'st  New 
Jersey  Infantry,  and  being  mustered  in  at  Fleming- 
ton,  was  sent  to  the  defense  of  Washington, 
remaining  in  or  near  that  city  several  months.  lie 
took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville 
and  also  at  Fredericksburg.  He  had  enlisted  as  a 
private,  but  was  elected  Fourth  Sergeant  of  his 
company,  and  after  serving  as  such  for  a  period  of 
three  months,  w.^s  advanced  to  be  First  Sergeant, 
and  continued  in  UkU  capacity  until  discharged. 

The  regiment  was  enlisted  for  nine  months, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  was  mustered 
out  of  Ihe  service  and  disbanded,  tlie  last  march 
being  from  Falmouth >to  Washington — a  distance 
of  one  hundred  miles — which  tliey  covered  in  less 
than  three  days'  time.  Immediately  after  his  dis- 
charge Mr.  Johnson  came  West,  and  in  February 
following  his  arrival  in  this  State  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantr}',  and  upon  tlie 
organization  of  tlie  company  was  elected  Orderlj' 
Sergeant.  The  troops  were  first  sent  to  Texas  and 
stationed  in  Port  Lavaca  on  Matagorda  Bay,  and 
later  were  at  Nashville  and  New  Orleans,  doing 
post  and  camp  duty  until  discharged  in  September, 
1865. 

In  Boston,  in  1869,  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Colville,  a  native  of  Canada  who,  after 
ten  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  died  in  LaGrauge, 
Ga.,  where  she  liad  gone  for  her  health.  She  left 
two  children — Stella  and  Maggie — both  of  whom 
live  in  Canton.  Mr.  Johnson  was  again  married  in 
1>S81,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Belle  Conir 


stock,  a  native  of  Woonsoeket,  Conn.,  and  the 
ceremony  being  solemnized  at  Detroit.  This  lady 
breathed  her  last  in  1884,  and  our  subject  was  once 
more  united  in  matrimon3-,  this  time  at  Canton,  111., 
in  September,  1889,  with  Miss  Kittle  Flory,  of 
Clear  Springs,  Md.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
both  she  and  her  husband  have  numbers  of  warm 
personal  friends,  both  in  Canton  and  throughout 
the  county. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  business  career  in  this 
State  Mr.  Johnson  worked  for  Mr.  Parlin  in  the 
capacity  of  a  common  hand,  but  in  three  years' 
time  was  promoted  to  his  present  position — that  of 
foreman  of  the  painting  department.  He  has  had 
a  share  in  the  municipal  offices,  having  been  City 
Clerk  in  1880,  and  in  1890  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Census  Enumerator  for  this  place. 
He  is  interested  in  the  social  orders,  being  a  charter 
member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  Canton,  a  Knight 
of  Pythias  and  a  United  Workman.  He  has  been  an 
active  political  worker,  and  was  for  many  years 
manager  of  the  Canton  Opera  House. 


F.  ROBBINS,  manufacturer  of  and  dealer 
in  marble  and  granite,  both  imjiorted  and 
domestic,  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  husi- 
fj  ness  men  of  Canton.  He  carries  a  large  line 
of  goods,  varying  from  the  common  grades  to  that 
which  is  fit  for  the  sculptor's  chisel,  and  is  there, 
fore  able  to  snp|)ly  the  needs  of  various  classes, 
from  those  in  humble  financial  circumstances  to 
the  capitalist.  He  is  deserving- of  the  patronage  of 
the  people  and  secures  a  large  proportion  of  the 
trade  in  his  line  of  business.  He  comes  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry  and  his  kinsmen  in  both  maternal  and 
paternal  lines  have  for  several  generations  held  im- 
portant social  and  commercial  positions  in  the 
United  States. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  John  and  Edee  S.  (Cum- 
inings)  Robbins,  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Maine  respectively.  They  removed  with  tlieir  fam- 
ily to  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  in  1852,  and  there  fur  two 
ye.ars  the  father  carried   on   a  farming  and  nulling 
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business.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  Quincy,  Ky.,  at  which  point  he  was  en- 
jraged  in  tlie  lumber  business.  But  after  a  few 
years  be  quitted  the  Blue  Grass  State  and  journey- 
ing northwest  located  in  Canton  in  the  year  1856. 
He  purchased  a  good  farm  in  Buckheart  Township, 
Init  retired  from  agricultural  life  some  years  since. 
The  mother  passed  away  to  her  final  resting  place, 
May  18,  1880,  and  the  father  died  in  September, 
1890.  The  latter  had  reached  an  advanced  age,  his 
natal  day  having  been  June  26,  1804.  The  paren- 
tal family  included  J.  J.,  born  March  23,  1837; 
Edee  Elizabeth,  born  September  9,  1838,  and  now 
deceased  and  J.  F.,  of  whom  we  write. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  born 
in  Newport,  Me.,  August  22,  1843,  and  remained 
at  home  until  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth  year, 
at  which  age  lie  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fifty-fifth 
Illinois  Infantry.  They  were  mustered  in  at  Chi- 
cago, and  then  sent  to  St.  Louis  where  they  were  in 
barracks  awhile,  and  then  went  to  Paducah,  ICy., 
drilling  and  performing  the  various  camp  duties. 
They  next  went  up  the  Tennessee  River  to  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  where  they  took  part  in  the  battle, 
and  where  Mr.  Robbins  was  severely  injured  by 
some  flying  missile.  After  the  fight  he  was  placed  in 
the  field  hospital,  and  from  there  sent  to  Hamburg, 
Tenn.,  where  lie  remained  a  week  or  so,  after- 
wards going  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis.  He 
was  finally  discharged  by  order  of  the  surgeon  as 
unable  to  resume  service.  Mr.  Robbins  suffered 
greatly  even  after  reaching  home,  and  it  was  quite 
a  while  before  he  was  able  to  attend  to  business  of 
any  kind. 

Our  subject  having  in  a  measure  regained  his 
health,  commenced  to  learn  the  marble  cutting 
trade  with  Sanford  ifc  Barrows  at  Canton.  Finish- 
ing his  apprenticeship  in  a  year's  time,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  this  firm  for  a  long  time,  and  traveled 
for  them  in  different  directions.  Finally,  in  1879, 
Mr.  Robbins  bought  out  the  business,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  run  it  most  successfully  up  to  the  present 
writing.  He  carries  a  large  supply  of  marble,  and 
is  the  oldest  man  in  his  line  of  business  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Robbins  married  Miss  Jennie  Watson,  of 
Canton,  on  May  28, 1871.  She  was  a  nativeof  Ohio 
and  a  daughter  of  Stanley  and  Celia  (Woodhouse) 


Watson.  Of  this  union  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, viz:  Walter,  February  29,  1872;  Leona,  Au- 
gust 5,  1873,  and  Clifford,  October  3,  1877.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  highly  respected  gen- 
tleman, and  one  who  possesses  a  great  amount 
of  information.  Being  a  constant  reader  and  in- 
terested in  ancient  matters,  he  has  collected  a  num- 
ber of  prehistoric  relics,  and  those  of  our  Indians 
and  Mound  Builders. 


-i^^ 


J'^  S.  STETSON.  Of  the  citizens  of  Farming- 
j  ton,  few  are  so  well  and  none  more  favor 
ably  known  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
'  who  has  resided  in  this  city  since  the 
spring  of  1856.  During  this  long  period  he 
has  made  many  warm  friends,  who  hold  him  in 
the  highest  esteem  for  his  integrity  of  charac- 
ter and  genial  disposition.  After  a  prosperous 
career  in  the  commercial  world  he  now  rests 
from  active  labor  and  is  passing  his  last  days 
in  peace  and  quietude.  He  is  pre-eminently  a  self- 
made  man,  meriting  great  praise  for  the  noble 
manner  in  which  he  has  at  all  times  overcome  ob- 
stacles placed  in  his  way.  He  was  eighty-five  years 
of  age  on  January  10,  1890,  and  is  now  unable  to 
care  for  himself,  but  receives  the  best  of  care  from 
his  devoted  wife. 

Before  giving  the  principal  facts  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Stetson,  a  few  words  with  reference  to  his  lin- 
eage will  not  be  amiss.  His  father,  Oliver  Stetson, 
was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  with  his 
parents,  three  brothers  and  two  sisters  emigrated 
from  Connecticut  in  1800  and  located  in  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of  1804  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Stewart,  the  daughter  of 
John  Stewart,  and  they  immediately  commenced 
housekeeping.  A  few  months  later  he  took  his 
wife  and  household  goods  to  her  father's  house, 
while  he  went  South  to  seek  employment  for  the 
winter  season.  He  proceeded  as  far  as  St.  Francis- 
ville.  Mo.,  and  there  died. 

In  the  home  of  his  grandfather  Stewart,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born  January  10,  1S05,  and 
under  the   tender    care   of    these   loving   relatives 
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passed  his  youth  until  he  was  able  to  care  for  him- 
self. His  mother  subsequently  married  Aldrich 
Balcom,  by  whom  slie  had  seven  children,  all  de- 
ceased. She  passed  away  in  1852  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-five years.  Nothing  of  special  interest  occurred 
in  the  life  of  our  subject  ujitil  the  fall  of  1  820,  when 
he  became  interested  in  the  subject  of  religion  and 
related  his  experience  to  the  First  Baptist  Church 
at  Butternuts,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  re- 
ceived into  its  fellowt,liip  and  baptized  by  Eider 
Adams,  their  pastor,  January  7,  1821.  Since  that 
time  he  has  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life.  In 
1840  he  was  elected  a  Deacon  to  fill  a  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Deacon  Lull. 

In  his  3'outh  our  subject  attended  the  district 
schools  and  was  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  work. 
In  the  spring  of  1826  he  and  Mr.  Chapin  engaged 
as  partners  in  the  wheelwright  trade  under  the 
firm  name  of  Chapin  &  Stetson.  They  were  thus 
employed  in  Nobleville  for  two  years.  Mr.  Stet- 
son was  united  in  marriage  April  27,  1826,  with 
Miss  Eliza  Robinson,  and  began  their  wedded  life 
in  a  house  rented  of  Mr.  Chapin.  In  1828,  Mr. 
Stetson  moved  to  what  is  now  known  as  Stetson- 
ville,  and  buying  a  house  and  fifteen  acres  of  land, 
built,  the  following  year,  a  shop  where  he  manu- 
factured wagons,  sleighs  and  coffins.  Finding  his 
house  too  small  for  his  family  and  help,  in  1836  he 
purchased  a  more  commodious  residence  and  sixty- 
three  acres  of  land. 

p:arly  in  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Stetson  sold  his 
fifteen-acre  tract,  and  fitting  one  room  of  his  house 
for  a  store,  purchased  a  small  stock  of  dry-goods, 
etc.,  and  commenced  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  he  carried  on  in  connection  with  farming 
and  the  manufacture  of  potash.  He  subsequently 
built  a  good  store  and  dwelling  house  at  a  cost 
of  §2,500  and  later  purchased  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  acres  of  adjoining  land,  and  erected 
house  and  barn,  and  other  buildings  suitable 
for  dairying.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  resolved 
to  locate  in  the  West,  and  upon  his  arrival  in 
Farmingtoii,  111.,  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  land 
and  the  prospects  that  he  purchased  of  A.  D.  Reed 
.1  store  for  $2,000  cash.  Here  he  commenced  mer- 
chandi-ing  in  partnership  with  his  son,  in  the  fall 
of  lf^.),'>  the  firm  being  J.  S.  Stetson  <fe  Son.     Tlicy 


were  prosperous,  doing  a  good  business  until  1860, 
when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  the  stock 
and  store  sold  to  George  Stetson   for  88,500. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Farmington  in 
the  spring  of  1856,  Mr.  Stetson  purchased  a  house 
and  two  acres  of  land  of  Mr.  Underbill  for  $2,000; 
this  residence  he  still  occupies.  Airs.  Stetson  died 
of  consumption  February  9,1863,  aged  sixty  years. 
She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely 
Marj  Jane,  born  August  23,  1827  and  died  at  tlie 
age  of  twenty-two  years;  George,  born  November 
30,  1829;  David  R.,  December  5.  1831;  Fannie 
M.,  March  8,  1834;  Sally  Ann,  May  6,  1836; 
Charles  A.,  May  4,  1840  and  John  Lee,  January  7, 
1846. 

On  June  14,  1864,  Mr  Stetson  was  united  in  the 
holy  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Mrs.  Elvira  McCollum, 
with  whom  he  had  been  formerly  acquainted 
in  Morris,; Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  feeble, 
and  lived  but  a  short  time  after  their  union,  dying 
of  consumption  June  23,  1854,  aged  fifty-two  years. 
Mr.  Stetson  afterward  contracted  a  matrimonial  al- 
liance with  Mrs.  Mary  Maxfield.  a  resident  of 
Springfield.  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  They  were  mar- 
ried May  16,  1866  and  came  immediately  to  Farm- 
ington. accompanied  by  the  aged  mother  of  Mrs. 
Stetson,  to  whom  they  gave  the  most  devoted  care 
until  her  death,  February  28,  1883,  at  the  great  age 
of  ninety-two  years. 

During  the  many  years  of  their  happy  wedded 
life,  Mrs.  Stetson  has  been  a  true  companion  of  our 
subject  and  an  untiring  worker  in  his  behalf.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Farmington, 
and  has  contributed  liberally  to  its  support,  at  one 
time  giving  $230  to  pay  the  balance  due  on  the 
parsonage.  She  was  born  in  Warren  County,  N. 
Y.  and  received  a  common-school  education.  She 
became  the  mother  of  two  children— Orlando  and 
Minnie,  both  of  whom  died  in  youth.  She  is  the 
friend  of  temperance  and  everything  calculated  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Stetson  is  highly  respected  as  a  man  of 
probity  and  honor.  When  he  came  to  Farmington 
he  found  the  Baptist  Church  weak  and  unable  to 
support  a  pastor,  but  he  and  his  wife  and  daughter 
joined  the  feeble  band  and  he  has  sim  e  served  as 
Deacon  and  has  been  one  of  the  main  supporters  of 
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the  church  in  supply  preaching  anrl  in  building  the 
house  of  worship  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.  He  is  well- 
known  in  the  Otsego  (New  Vork)  Association,  and 
in  the  Peoria  Association,  having  served  the  latter 
as  Treasurer  for  about  eight  3ears.  He  was  orig- 
inally a  Democrat  and  voted  that  ticket  until  1840 
since  which  time  he  has  supported  the  Republican 
party  and  its  principles.  He  served  four  years  as 
Police  Magistrate  and  in  other  ways  aided  the 
thriving  town  of  Fannington. 


^^  NDREW  TIMMONS  is  the  owner  and  oc- 
(@/lI|  cupant  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms 
///  14)  in  the  county,  its  location  being  on  sec- 
<^  tious  2,  11  and  12.  Young  Hickory  Town- 
ship. His  entire  landed  property  consists  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty-one  acres  which  is  divided  into 
three  improved  places  and  cost  from  $35  to  $70 
per  acre.  It  is  fertilized  b^-  never-failing  water 
from  springs,  every  acre  being  tillable.  One  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  acres  are  rented  and  the  balance 
is  operate.l  by  Mr.  Timmons  himself.  He  raises 
full-blooded  and  graded  Short-horn  cattle,  Berk- 
shire and  Poland-China  swine,  and  also  feeds  stock 
for  shipment.  Last  year  he  sold  one  hundred  and 
eighty  hogs.  On  the  home  farm  there  are  two  sub- 
stantial residences  and  two  commodious  barns,  each 
40x60  feet.  Farm  scales,  modern  machinery  and 
every  convenience  for  the  domestic  and  farm  econ- 
omy will  be  found  there. 

Our  subject  who  is  the  oldest  child  of  his  par- 
ents, was  born  near  Circleville,  Ohio,  Jui^'  10,  1838. 
He  was  seven  years  old  when  he  accompanied  bis 
parents  West,  the  journey  being  made  in  a  "prairie 
schooner."  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Knox 
Count}',  whore  he  began  driving  oxen  to  a  plow 
when  not  more  than  eight  years  old.  He  aided  as 
his  strength  would  permit  in  the  improvement  of 
the  raw  land,  taking  advantage  (irst  of  the  subscrip- 
tion and  afterward  of  the  free  schools,  wherein  his 
educational  privileges  were  very  fair.  He  was  a 
young  man  of  eighteen  years  when  his  father  re- 
moved to  this  county  and  he  continued  to  assist  his 


parent  until  he  was  of  age.  He  theii  went  to  Henry 
County,  locating  near  Bishops  Hill,  where  he  rented 
a  farm  for  a  year.  Corn  was  but  eight  cents  a 
bushel  and  other  farm  products  brought  so  low  a 
price  that  he  found  existence  a  hard  struggle. 

Mr.  Timmons  therefore  went  into  Knox  County, 
bought  twenty  .acres  and  after  operating  it  two 
years  sold  it  and  rented  his  father's  place  a  year. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  he  went  to  Kansas  by  rail, 
sending  a  team  overland,  and  rented  a  farm  in 
Douglas  County,  near  Baldwin  City.  He  lost  his 
crop  and  iu  six  months  returned  to  this  State  over- 
land to  begin  a  new  career  here.  He  bought  sixty 
acres  on  Swigle  Creek  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  twenty  acres,  still  later  trading  sixty  for  an 
adjoining  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres.  On  his  estate,  whicli  then  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  on  sections  11  and  12,  ♦ 

he  made  his  home  for  some  time.  He  was  burnt 
out  but  rebuilt  and  after  a  time  bought  the 
Roberts  place,  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  acres  on  section  12.  In  1887  he  bar- 
gained for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  section  2, 
known  as  the  old  Fisher  place,  for  which  he  was  to 
pay  $10,500.  His  failure  to  pay  for  this  place  was 
prophesied,  but  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  his 
neighbors,  he  was  clear  of  debt  in  less  than  three 
years,  and  that  after  paying  the  highest  price  that 
had  been  given  for  land  here. 

In  his  endeavors  to  advance  his  fortunes  Mr. 
Timmons  has  been  assisted  by  a  faithful  companion, 
whose  prudent  management  of  household  affairs 
and  words  of  counsel  and  encouragement  are  highly 
valued.  This  lady  who  was  formerly  known  as  Miss 
Sarah  Campbell,  was  born  near  Attica,  Ind..  in 
Warrtn  County,  and  became  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject in  Maquon,  Knox  County,  111.,  in  I860.-  The 
happy  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  four 
children — Fanny,  Johnson,  Arthur  and  Mina.  The 
eldest  child  was  formerly  a  school  teacher,  but  is 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Ulm  who  lives  on  the  farm 
of  our  subject.  Johnson  makes  his  home  also  here; 
Arthur  and  Mina  still  reside  under  the  parental 
roof. 

Mr.  'I'immons  was  elected  Commissioner  of 
Highways  but  resigned  the  place  after  a  year's  ser- 
vice.    He  has  served  efficiently  in  the   position  of 
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School  Director,  lias  contributed  to  the  building  of 
churches  and  to  other  enterprises  which  promise  to 
benefit  the  community,  and  exercises  generous 
hospitalit3\  He  is  a  Democrat  and  during  recent 
years  has  been  stronger  in  the  faith  than  ever  before. 
Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Stephen  S.  and  Lucinda 
(Emery)  Timmons,  tlie  former  born  in  Highland 
and  the  latter  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Timmons  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Stephen 
Emery,  a  local  minister  of  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal 
Church,  who  finally  came  to  Knox  Count}',  III., 
and  after  farming  there  ten  years  bought  a  home- 
steader's claim  in  Linn  County,  Kan.,  removed 
thither  and  made  that  his  home  during  the  rem- 
nant of  his  days.  Stephen  Timmons  followed  farm- 
ing in  Picl<awa3'  County,  Ohio,  for  some  years,  then 
sold  his  property  and  came  to  Illinois.  He  had  but 
§5  when  lie  reached  this  county,  but  with  the  same 
enterprising  spirit  which  characterizes  his  son,  he 
set  to  worli  undismayed  to  secure  a  good  home. 
After  having  rented  land  in  Fairview  Township  a 
few  years,  he  bouglit  in  Knox  County  and  did  well 
there  financially.  When  he  returned  to  this  county 
he  liought  property  in  Young  Hickory  Township 
where  he  now  lives  retired  on  a  farm  of  sotne  three 
hundred  acres.  He  has  readied  tlie  age  of  sevent}-- 
seven  years.  Like  his  son,  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket.  His  worthy  companion  died  in  Young 
Hickory  Township,  December  23,  1863.  The  chil- 
dren younger  than  our  subject  are,  Peter  who  lives 
on  section  1,  Young  Hickory  Township;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Combs,  of  Knox  County;  Mrs.  Margaret  Johnson, 
of  Sherman  County.  Kan.;  and  Joseph,  of  London 
Mills. 


— -'i^m- 


,p^  AMUEL  WILLCOXEN,  a  wealthy  citi- 
''^^  zen  of  Buckheart  Township,  has  for  man}' 
\\^^  years  been  identified  with  its  farming  inter- 
ests as  one  of  its  most  practical,  wide-awake 
and  business-like  farmers  and  stock-raisers.  He  is 
a  native  of  Ashe  County,  N.  C,  born  October  12, 
1813.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Squire  Willcoxen,  was 
for  man\'  years  a  Baptist  preacher.  He  was  also  a 
North  C:ir()linian  by  birth  and  was  married  in  the 
State  of   hi.s   nativity  to  Sarah  Tatrim,  a  daughter 


of  James  Tatrim  and  a  native  of  North  Carolina. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Willcoxen  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Will- 
coxen and  he  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

When  our  subject  was  about  three  years  old  the 
family  removed  from  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky, 
where  they  remained  twelve  3'ears,  and  then  came 
to  this  county  about  1828.  Thus  his  parents  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  this  part  of  Illinois,  lo- 
cating in  a  place  called  Slabtown.  Five  years  later 
they  moved  into  wliat  is  now  Buckheart  Township, 
west  of  the  present  home  of  our  subject  on  section 
5,  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  tiie  township. 
Here  the  father's  death  occurred  on  his  farm  in 
1837  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  The}'  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  six  girls  and  three  boys, 
and  Samuel,  of  whom  we  write,  was  the  seventh  of 
the  family. 

Our  subject  .was  reared  among  the  pioneer  scenes 
in  Kentucky  and  experienced  also  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  pioneer  life  in  Fulton  County. 
After  coming  here  he  attended  the  old  Tatrim  school, 
which  was  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan,  and 
there  he  learned  to  read,  write  and  cipher.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  when  he  married  and  established 
a  home  of  his  own,  taking  as  his  wife  Miss  Lucinda 
earner,  of  tliis  township.  She  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky and  was  brought  to  this  State  when  she  was 
quite  young  by  her  parents,  who  were  [)ioneer  set- 
tlers here.  She  has  been  a  very  useful  assistant  lo 
her  husband  in  the  acquirement  of  his  property 
and  has  been  a  devoted  mother  to  their  children,  of 
whom  they  have  had  three:  Ellen,  wife  of  Elijah 
Johnson ;  George  W.,  who  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

By  wise  thrift  and  prudence,  by  the  dint  of  hard 
and  unremitting  labor,  by  careful  managemcni, 
shrewdness  and  foresight  in  the  transaction  of 
business,  Mr.  Willcoxen  has  placed  himself  among 
the  most  well  to-do  members  of  the  farming  popu- 
lation of  Buckheart  Township.  He  is  very  skillful 
as  a  farmer  and  has  his  farm  well-stocked  with  cat- 
tle, horses  and  hogs  of  high  grades.  Before  he 
divided  his  land  with  his  children  he  had  nine 
hundred  acres  of  choice  farming  land.  He  still 
retains  possession  of  two  hundred  acres  wliich  is 
under  a  liigli  state  of  cultivation    and    finely   im- 
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proved.  After  marriage  he  first  settled  on  the  old 
homestead  that  belonged  to  his  father,  and  besides 
carrying  that  on  managed  one  of  his  mother's  and 
he  lived  on  it  forty-six  years,  when  he  bought  his 
present  farm  on  section  11,  Bucklieart  Township, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres,  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  local- 
ity. It  is  supplied  with  substantial  buildings,  in- 
cluding a  large  and  comfortably  furnished  residence 
and  one  of  the  best  brick  barns  in  the  neighbor- 
hood . 

As  an  early  settler  of  Buckheart  Township  and  as 
one  of  its  most  able  farmers,  who  has  done  much 
for  its  development,  our  subject  occupies  a  promi- 
nent place  among  the  pioneers  of  this  locality  and 
of  the  county.  He  and  his  wife  are  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Cliurcli,  contributing  tlieir 
quota  to  its  support  and  helping  along  its  every 
good  work. 


C^  APT.  WILLIAM  BOYD,  Deputy  County 
Clerk  and  Assistant  Treasurer  of  Fulton 
''  (^ounty,  has  long  been  connected  with  the 
civic  life  of  this  part  of  Illinois,  and  no  pul)licotB- 
cial  is  held  in  higher  estimation  for  practical  abil- 
ity and  fine  personal  character  than  he.  He  was  a 
brave  officer  in  the  Union  ranks  during  the  late 
war,  and  did  noble  service  for  hisadoijted  country. 

Capt.  Boyd  was  born  August  1.  1830,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Ulster,  County  Antrim,  Ireland.  His  fa- 
ther, John  Boyd,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  was  his  father,  Hugh  Boyd,  who  was  of  early 
Scotch  ancestrj'.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  so  far  as 
known,  spent  his  entire  life  in  County  Antrim. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  well-educated,  and 
when  a  young  man  taught  school,  and  was  also  en- 
gaged as  a  music  teacher,  and  as  a  civil  engineer. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  county  of  his  birth, 
dying  in  1840,  when  sixty  years  of  age.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Ann  Taggart,  and  she 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  She  was  twice 
married,  the  name  of  her  first  husband  having  been 
Keenan. 

After  the  death  of  the  father  of  our  subject,  his 


mother  came  to  America  with  five  of  her  eight  chil- 
dren, setting  sail  from  Port  Rush,  early  in  April, 
proceeding  from  there  to  Liverpool,  and  thence  to 
New  York,  landing  in  that  city  early  in  June.  She 
went  directly  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  and  there  her  re- 
maining days  were  passed,  her  death  occurring  in 
1851.  The  names  of  her  children  were:  Hannah 
(daughter  of  her  first  marriage) ;  Hugh,  Ann,  Jen- 
nie, John,  Robert,  William  and  James.  John  died 
in  County  Antrim,  and  the  others  came  to  Amer- 
ica. Hannah  died  a  few  j'ears  after  her  arrival 
here ;  Ann  married  Hugh  Price,  and  settled  near 
Columbus,  Ohio;  Jennie  married  Joseph  Woods, 
and  settled  near  Gallion,  Ohio;  Hugh  located  in 
Wooster,  and  died  there;  Robert  also  died  in  Woos- 
ter; James  located  in  Columbus. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  but 
twelve  years  old  when  he  came  to  America  with  his 
mother.  As  she  was  in  limited  circumstances,  the 
brave,  manly  little  lad  had  to  set  about  earning  his 
own  living  at  an  earl3-  age.  When  he  was  thirteen 
years  old,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  and  followed  that  until  1849.  In  that 
year  he  went  to  Columbus,  and  in  1857  came  from 
that  city  to  Lewistown,  where  he  was  engaged  at 
his  trade  until  1862. 

Capt.  Boyd  was  mostly  reared  and  educated  un- 
der the  institutions  of  this  country-,  and  early  im- 
bibed a  love  for  it  and  became  thoroughly  Ameri- 
canized. During  the  first  months  of  the  great 
struggle  between  the  North  and  South,  he  watciied 
the  course  of  events  with  intense  interest,  and  as 
soon  as  practicable,  laid  aside  his  work  to  take  up 
arms  in  defense  of  the  country  that  had  given  him 
a  home.  In  the  month  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  as  First  Lieutenant, 
at  Peoria,  August  2.  In  November,  he  was  sent 
with  his  regiment  to  Bolivar,  Tenn.,  and  thence  to 
La  Grange.  In  December  he  started  for  Vicksburg 
with  Gen.  Grant.  Communication  being  cut  olT 
Grant's  army  went  to  Jackson,  and  there  the  regi- 
ment of  our  subject  was  quartered  for  the  winter. 
On  the  return  of  spring,  he  and  his  comrades  re- 
turned to  La  Grange,  and  there  spent  a  short  time, 
and  were  dispatched  to  Vicksburg  from  that  place 
to  guard  the  rear  of  the  Federal  army,  and  aided 
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in  defeating^  Johnston's  attempt  to  reinforce  that 
city.  After  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  our  subject 
went  to  Jackson  and  fought  gallanlh'  in  the  battle 
with  the  enemy  at  ti)at  place.  From  there  his  regi- 
ment pushed  on  to  Black  River,  and  rested  until 
fall,  and  then  marched  to  Chattanooga,  and  did 
good  service  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge. 
The  men  were  next  sent  to  the  relief  of  Burnside 
at  Knoxville,  and  then  retired  to  Scottsboro,  Ala. 
A  few  weeks  later  our  gallant  young  oflicer  accom- 
panied by  his  men,  started  for  Georgia,  having  been 
sent  there  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  rebels  and 
draw  them  away  from  Sherman,  who  had  gone  on 
his  Meridian  raid.  Returning  to  Scottsboro,  the 
One  Hun(ired  and  Third  Illinois,  after  a  short  rest, 
went  on  another  reconnoitoring  expedition,  march- 
ing to  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  and  back  to  Scottsboro. 
May  1,  1864,  it  joined  Sherman's  forces,  accom- 
panied him  on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  doing  noble 
service  in  the  principal  battles  on  that  long  and 
ever  memorable  march.  Capt.  Boyd  and  the  sol- 
diers under  him  aided  in  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Atlanta,  fought  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta  Pass,  and 
after  that  went  with  the  array  to  the  Chattahoochie 
River.  Our  subject  received  an  injury  that  re- 
sulted in  the  loss  of  one  eye,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
resign  his  commission  and  give  up  military  life  for 
which  he  was  so  eminently  fitted.  His  course 
throughout  his  service  had  marked  him  as  a  soldier 
who  was  prompt  in  obeying  orders,  was  cool  and 
courageous  in  any  emergency,  and  as  an  officer  in- 
spired his  men  to  brave  deeds.  His  superiors,  ap- 
preciating these  fine  qualities,  had  promoted  him  to 
the  rank  of  captain  before  his  retirement. 

After  he  left  the  army,  Capt.  Boyd  returned  to 
Lewistown,  and  in  1865  established  himself  in  the 
hardware  business,  and  continued  it  until  1873, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as 
Deputy  County  Clerk,  and  he  then  sold  out  his 
business  interests.  As  before  mentioned,  he  is  As- 
sistant Treasurer,  and  has  made  a  good  record  in 
both  offices.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
Republicans.  Religiously,  he  is  a  sound  Presby- 
terian, and  both  he  and  Mrs.  Boyd  are  churcii  mem- 
bers. He  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Mutual  Aid. 

Our  subject   has  been    twice   married.     In   1852 


Sarah  S.  Miner  became  his  vvife.  She  was  a  native 
of  Gratiot,  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  Francis  and  Myra  (Jordan)  Miner.  Her  death 
occurred  in  1860.  Of  the  three  children  born  of 
her  wedded  life,  t»¥0  are  now  living:  Carrie  mar- 
ried Alexander  Wetherell,  and  lives  near  Lima, 
Ohio;  Ida  married  Dr.  H.  P.  Stipp,  of  Sonora,  Cal. 
The  Captain's  second  marriage,  which  was  solemn- 
ized in  1861,  was  with  Miss  Lucy  J.  Foote,  a  na- 
tive of  Iowa.  There  are  two  children  living  of  the 
second  marriage:  Mrs.  Grace  Lillie,  of  Lewistown; 
and   Willard. 


h  ARTIN  M.  WAUGHTEL.  Among  the 
^\  young  farmers  of  this  county  are  many 
who  are  pursuing  their  course  in  life  with 
great  energy  and  much  skill,  and  thereby 
attaining  satisfactory  results.  One  of  this  num- 
ber is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  located 
on  section  26,  Cass  Township,  occupying  the  farm 
on  which  his  birth  took  place  August  23,  1859.  His 
estate  consists  of  one  hundred  acres,  nearly  all  of 
whic^h  is  improved,  and  he  carries  on  general  agri- 
cultural work,  raising  both  grain  and  stock.  Cattle 
and  hogs  are  the  domestic  animals  which  he  raises 
in  the  greatest  numbers,  but  he  has  some  fine  speci- 
mens of  horseflesh,  among  them  n  team  of  three- 
year  old  Normans,  weighing  three  thousand  and 
thirty-five  pounds. 

Henry  Waughtel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1812,  but  former  generations  of 
the  family  had  lived  in  Virginia.  lie  married  Mar- 
garet Markley,  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  him- 
self, their  marriage  taking  place  in  this  State,  to 
which  both  had  come  in  childhood.  Mr.  Waughtel 
belonged  to  a  family  which  was  one  of  the  first  to 
make  a  settlement  in  this  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  He  was  the  first  Supervisor  of  Cass  Town- 
ship, taking  the  ofHce  in  1850.  He  fought  during 
the  Black  Hawk  War.  He  breathed  his  last  in 
1885,  but  his  widow  still  lives  and  nine  of  their 
twelve  children  survive. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation anil  from  earl3-  boj'hood  was  accustomed  to 
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take  part  in  farm  work,  to  which  he  has  continued 
to  give  his  attention.  He  began  life  for  himself 
when  twenty  years  old,  marrying  Philena  Orwig, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Amanda  (Hancock)  Orwig, 
who  were  old  settlers  i!i  tliis  county.  The  young 
couple  took  possession  of  forty  acres  of  land 
owned  by  the  husband,  which  he  operated  suc- 
cessfully. His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1863,  died 
in  August,  1884,  leaving  two  sons — John  and 
Milton.  Mr.  Waughtel  was  again  married  in  Sep- 
tember, 1885,  his  bride  being  Sarah  M.  Hinder- 
liter,  a  daughter  of  Julius  Hinderliter,  who  was 
one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Cass  Township.  This 
lady  was  born  in  18G2,  received  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  the  home  train- 
ing which  fitted  her  for  the  duties  of  a  home- 
keeper.  She  has  borne  her  husband  two  children^ 
one  of  whom   is  now  living,  a  son,  William. 

Mr.  Waughtel  has  from  his  early  manhood  been 
more  or  less  closely  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  the  section  in  which  he  lives.  He  be- 
came School. Director  in  District  No.  6  as  soon  as 
he  was  old  enough  to  hold  the  office  and  is  still 
its  incumbent.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years 
he  was  elected  Township  Collector  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  elected  Supervisor,  in  which  he 
is  now  serving  his  fourth  term.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  is  one  of 
the  principal  workers  in  the  township;  he  has  been 
a  delegate  to  county  conventions  and  is  now  a 
committeeman.- 


VASHINGTON  F.  RANDOLPH,  a  veteran 
of  the  late  war  and  a  well-known  farmer 
of  Canton  Townshii),  was  born  in  Joshua 
Township,  this  county,  January  11,  1842,  the 
youngest  child  of  John  F.  and  Nancy  (Rawalt) 
Randolph.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm  in  the  place  of  his  birth  and  made  his 
home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage.  After 
that  he  settled  in  Canton  Township,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  He  has  always  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  the  exception  of  the  two  years  that  he 
spent  in  the  army  during  the  war,  and   he  has    a 


choice  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  8,  which  is 
well-improved. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  brave  volunteers 
during  the  late  Civil  War.  He  enlisted  in  the 
month  of  August,  1862,  the  year  that  he  attained 
his  majority,  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  Illinois  Infantry  and  served  with  credit  two 
years. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  married  in  Canton  Township 
to  Miss  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Homer  and  Susan 
Moore,  early  pioneers  of  Fulton  County.  The 
mother,  a  daughter  of  John  Hagen,  is  living  at  a 
venerable  age  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  re- 
maining in  Fulton  County.  Mrs.  Randolph  is  a 
native  of  Canton  Township.  Her  marriage  with 
our  subject  has  biought  them  these  three  chil- 
dren: Minnie  F.,  Lola  F.,  and  Homer  F. 

Mr.  Randolph  is  a  devoted  advocate  of  the 
Prohibition  i)arfcy  in  politics.  He  has  been  School 
Director  and  has  served  his  township  well  in  that 
capacity.  He  is  a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  and 
is  classed  among  our  most  worthy  citizens.  Mrs. 
Randolph,  who  is  held  in  like  respect,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church. 

— ^^^ — 


flT^RED  (J.  PITT,  former  manager  of  the  ex- 
j|— ^>  tensive  livery  business  founded  in  Canton 
It,  by  Morrell  Higbie,  was  born  in  1856.     He 

is  the  son  of  Norris  and  Elizabeth  (Granger)  Pitt, 
who  reside  in  Peoria  and  have  made  that  city  their 
home  during  the  past  twenty-five  years.  The 
father  is  the  proprietor  of  a  merchant  tailoring 
establishment,  but  does  none  of  the  actual  work 
himself,  having  other  inteiests  which  occupy  his 
time,  except  that  portion  which  he  devotes  to  the 
oversight  of  the  business.  He  deals  quite  exten- 
sively in  Western  lands,  and  has  a  prominent  place 
among  the  Aldermen  of  the  city.  He  has  always 
been  actively  engaged  in  politics,  and  is  generally 
known  and  esteemed  throughout  the  community. 
He  has  five  sons,  two  of  whom  are  in  Chicago  and 
two  in  Peoria. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch   passed 
his  childhood  and  youth   in   Peoria,  and   there  ob- 
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tained  a  good  education  in  the  High  School.  Upon 
first  entering  the  business  world  he  learned  his 
father's  trade,  and  was  connected  with  him  until 
1879,  when  he  opened  a  merchant  tailoring  estab- 
lishment in  Canton.  This  he  carried  on  success- 
fully until  his  marriage,  wiiich  occurred  during  the 
ensuing  year.  He  then  made  his  home  in  Peoria 
for  a  twelvemonth,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  returned  to  Canton,  where  he  i)ursued  bis 
chosen  business  until  1885.  At  that  time  the  fail- 
ing health  of  his  father-in-law,  Morrell  Higbie, 
forced  him  to  abandon  hard  work  and  Mr.  Pitt  was 
called  upon  to  assume  the  management  of  his 
livery  business.  He  is  an  eminently  successful 
business  man,  and  has  gained  wide  popularity  by 
his  genial,  happy  disposition  and  strict  integrity. 
Mr.  Pitt  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  wife. 
Miss  Frank  Higbie  being  a  young  lady  possessed 
of  a  good  education,  pleasing  manners  and  the 
character  and  disposition  calculated  to  make  a 
happy  home.  The  congenial  couple  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  children — Lucy  and  Bessie.  Mr.  Pitt 
is  a  member  of  the  social  order  of  tiie  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


— >'^t^Vt^5S:5<- 


C^OAH  R.  KNOWLES,  who  is  engaged  in 
ijj  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  15, 
^  Pleasant  Township,  where  he  owns  a  good 
farm,  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war.  He  was  born 
in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  April  19,  1841,  to  William 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (Phillips)  Knowles,  natives  re- 
spectivel}'  of  Delaware  and    Maryland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knowles  removed  to  Somerset 
County,  Md.  when  their  son,  Noah,  of  whom  we 
write,  was  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  and  there  they 
lived  a  number  of  years.  They  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Dorchester  County,  that  State  and  re- 
mained there  till  the  fall  of  1860,  when  thej'  came 
to  Illinois  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Fulton 
County.  In  1865  the  parents  removed  to  Nebraska, 
where  they  are  living  at  the  present  time.  Their 
wedded  life  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  survive,  namely: 
Noah  R.;  George  W".,  a  resident  of  Johnson  County, 
Neb. ;  Angeline,  wife  of  John  Turner  of  Nebraska; 


S.  T.  T.  who  makes  his  home  in  Missouri ;  and  Sena, 
wife  of  James  Turner,  of  Nebraska. 

Our  subject  had  but  limited  educational  advanta- 
ges in  the  common  schools  of  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, but  he  made  the  best  of  them.  After  coming 
to  Fulton  County  he  worked  on  a  farm  by  the 
month  for  G.  C.  Cooper,  receiving  in  payment  for 
his  labor  810  a  month  and  his  board,  continuing 
thus  employed  for  about  three  years.  In  March, 
1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  H.,  Twenty-eighth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  bore  an  honorable  part  in  the 
war.  He  was  with  his  regiment  at  the  siege  of 
Spanish  Fort,  and  he  fought  in  many  minor  skir- 
mishes, besides  doing  much  scouting  and  provost 
duty.  He  served  principally  in  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana  and  Alabama  and  gave  proof  of 
excellent  soldierlj'  qualities.  While  in  the  array 
bis  eyesight  was  much  injured  owing  to  exposure 
and  he  suffered  all  the  liardships  and  privations 
incidental  to  life  on  the  battlefield.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  in  March,  1866  in  Texas,  where 
he  was  doing  guard  dut\-,  and  he  was  mustered  out 
at  Springfield  the  following  April.  The  value  of 
his  services  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  army 
have  been  recognized  by  the  Government  which 
grants  him  a  pension  of  $16  a  month. 

Since  the  war  our  subject  has  given  his  attention 
to  farming,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  settled  on 
his  present  farm  on  section  15,  Pleasant  Township. 
Here  he  has  eighty  acres  of  land  which  is  fenced 
into  convenient  fields,  is  admirably  tilled  and  is 
provided  with  all  the  necessary  buildings  and  good 
farming  machinery.  Mr.  Knowles  enjoys  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  his 
conduct  in  all  the  affairs  of  life  has  ever  been  hon- 
oralile  and  upright.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
sound  Republican.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Grand  Army,  being  a  member  of  the  Post  at 
Ipava.  Though  he  does  not  belong  to  any  church 
he  contributes  liberally  to  the  support  of  religious 
causes. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Irena 
Cooper  was  celebrated  in  January,  1867,  and  has 
been  productive  of  much  happiness  to  both.  To 
them  have  been  born  two  children,  Cora,  wife  of 
Elmer  Porter,  of  this  place,  and  one  child  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Knowles  is  a  daughter  of 
Levin  Cooper,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 
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J;  AMES  H.  McCALL.  This  gentleman  was  a 
I  conspicuous  figure  iu  the  history  of  Central 
I  Illinois  for  nearly  forty  3-ears.  Hewasaresi- 
'  dent  of  Peoria,  and  later  of  Canton,  the  lat- 
ter city  being  his  home  when  his  career  was  cut 
short  by  death.  In  addition  to  a  brief  outline  of 
his  life,  we  append  some  notices  from  the  press, 
anil  fraternal  resolutions  which  sufficiently  indicate 
the  place  which  he  held  in  the  mind  of  the  public. 
We  also  present  to  the  reader  portraits  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McCall. 

James  Harvey  McCall  was  born  in  1809.  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  Md..  of  Scotch  parents.  In  1814, 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  York  County,  Pa., 
and  lived  on  a  farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age.  In  1825  he  went  into  Lancaster  County,  of 
the  same  State,  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming 
and  sawmilling  until  the  spring  of  1835,  when  he 
with  his  eldest  sister,  emigrated  to  Peoria,  111.  In 
the  fall  of  that  same  j'ear  he  rented  a  grist  and  saw- 
mill on  Kickapoo  Creek,  and  after  working  there 
for  six  months,  returned  to  town,  and  followed  car- 
pentering for  a  year,  then  alternating  that  with 
farming  until  1839,  when  he,  with  John  Monroe, 
built  and  loaded  a  flatboat  with  produce,  which 
they  took  to  New  Orleans.  After  returning  he  en- 
gaged in  feeding  cattle  and  hogs,  and  built  the  first 
pens  in  Peoria,  feeding  with  the  slop  from  Capt.  A. 
S.  Cole's  distillery,  which  was  the  first  ()istillery 
erected  in  Peoria. 

Mr.  McCall,  in  April,  1846,  received  injuries,  and 
was  unable  to  work  for  several  months.  In  the 
spring  of  1847,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  in  the 
sawmill  business,  and  continued  there  for  two  years, 
then  they  built  an  addition  of  a  gristmill,  and  just 
as  It  was  completed  it  burned  to  the  ground.  In 
the  fall  of  1850,  he  had  rebuilt  on  the  old  site,  and 
was  running  a  custom  mill,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1852,  the  first  copartnership  of  Moss,  Bradley  & 
Co.,  (the  company  being  McCall,  and  afterward 
McCall  it  Frazer)  was  formed.  Here  be  was  inter- 
ested until  the  fall  of  1862,  when  he  removed  to 
Canton,  III.,  to  take  personal  supervision  of  a  dis- 
tillery, which  he  had  previously  bought.  Here  he 
helped  to  establish  the  First  National  Bank  of  Can- 
ton, of  which  he  was  President  from  the  time  of 
its  establishment  to  the  da}-  of  his  death. 


On  June  10,  1845.  Mr.  McCall  w.as  married  to 
Miss  Louisa  Raymond,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
children,  daughters,  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Maggie  L.,  wife  of  Or.  James  Entwistle,  of  Chi- 
cago; Carrie  G.,  who  married  George  A.  Black, 
and  resides  in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Josie  E.,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Babcock,  Jr..  of  Canton,  and  Agnes  M.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  Levings,  of  Chicago. 
Mr.  McCall  cast  his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  was  during  his  entire  life  a  stanch  Democrat. 
He  was  always  an  active  politician,  and  as  such 
was  influential  in  the  councils  of  his  party. 

During  the  fall  of  1872  Mr.  McCall  went  to  Cali- 
fornia on  business,  and  on  his  way  back  home  met 
men  whose  acquaintance  gave  him  the  desire  to  in- 
vestigate part  of  the  mining  interests  of  the  Western 
country,  and  on  June  16,  1873.  he  started  to  do 
so.  From  that  time  he  was  among  the  mountains, 
and  although  it  was  a  disagreeable  task  to  him,  he 
wrote  more  often  than  usual  to  his  family,  always 
s.aying  he  was  enjoying  gooii  health  and  spirits,  and 
the  day  before  he  was  taken  sick,  wrote  home  the 
same  good  news,  which  letter  was  not  received  un- 
til the  day  after  the  telegram  announcing  his  death. 
The  following  extracts  from  the  different  papers 
will  partially  show  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was 
held  in  the  community,  and  also  give  many  items 
of  interest,  for  trifles  assume  an  importance  not 
their  own  when  connected  with  those  who  have 
been  loved  and  lost: 

From  the  Canton  Eeglster,  Septemljer  5,   1873: 
Sad  Ai-fliction — Sdouex  Death  ok 
J.  H.  McCall. 

On  Tuesday'  last  the  citizens  of  Canton  were 
startled  and  pained  by  a  report  that  IMr.  James  H. 
McCall  was  dead.  An  inquiry  developed  the  fact 
that  the  report  was  in  all  probability  true,  although 
the  dispatch  announcing  the  fact  was  very  unsatis- 
factorj',  not  to  say  mysteiious.  It  was  as  follows: 
Elko,  Nevada,  September  1st,  1873. 

George  A.  Black  Canton,  111.: 

I  leave  here  on  the  5  p.  m.  train  with  the  remains 
of  J.  H.  McCall.     Meet  me  at  Bureau  Junction. 
[Signed]  A.  B.  Chapman. 

Nothing  more  was  learned  by,  or  known  lo  the 
family  concerning  the  matter.  A  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  McCall  on  Tuesday  evening,  dated 
August  27,  in  which  he  writes  concerning  some 
business,  and  this  letter  was  written  b}-  IMr.  McCall 


208 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


in  the  clear  and  concise  manner  peculiar  to  him  in 
business  matters. 

Mr.  Cliapman,  who  sends  the  dispatc-h.  formerly 
lived  in  Jolict,  111.,  and  Mr.  McCall  became  ac- 
quainted with  him  when  in  tiie  West  a  year  ago. 
The  family  iinew  nothing  of  him,  only  that  he  is 
engaged  in  business  at  Mountain  City,  near  Elko, 
Nev. 

Mr.  George  A.  Black,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Call, started  for  Omaha,  Tuesday,  to  meet  the  re- 
mains, and  bring  them  home;  and  Col.  A.  C.  Bab- 
cock,  Mr.  McCall's  partner,  will  also  meet  them 
there.  They  are  expected  to  arrive  in  tlie  city  to- 
day, Friday. 

Up  to  noon  of  Thursday,  there  had  been  nothing 
further  in  relation  to  Mr.  McCall's  death  received, 
and  there  is  a  liope  yet  indulged  that  there  may  be 
a  mistake. 

Mr.  McCall  has  been  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing and  public-spirited  citizens  of  (Janton,  and  all 
have  felt  that  not  his  family  alone,  but  the  whole 
community  have  sustained  an  irreparable  loss.  His 
remains  will  be  interred  in  the  Canton  cemetery. 

From  the  Canton  Register,  September  12,  1873: 
Death  of  J.  H.  McCali.. 

HIS  FUNKKAL. 

The  reported  deatli  of  Mr.  J.  H.  McCall,  men- 
tioned by  us  last  week,  proved  to  be  only  too  true, 
dispatches  from  G.  A.  Black  confirming  thesad  news 
being  received  on  Thursday  evening,  just  after  our 
paper  was  printed. 

A.  B.  Chapman,  Esq.,  a  merchant  of  Mountain 
City,  Nev.,  who  was  with  Mr.  McCall,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  time  since  the  latter  has  been  in  the 
West,  lias  furnished  us  the  following  particulars: 

Mr.  McCall  had  been  in  his  usual  good  health  up 
to  the  morning  of  the  29th  ult..  when  he  was  taken 
at  Mountain  City  with  what  api)eared  to  be  a  con- 
gestive chill,  from  the  effects  of  ,which  he  was  un- 
conscious for  sonue  time.  After  coming  out  of 
the  chill,  consciousness  lelurned.  and  he  at  once 
announced  to  Mr.  Cl'.a|)man  and  Ids  atteniiants  that 
he  woulil  not  ncovi  r  and  that  it  woidd  be  useless 
to  send  for  M  pli\  >ifiMii.  A  team  and  di'iver  had 
been  procun^il  li\  Mr.  ('lia|)mnn.  and  was  just  ready 
to  start,  when  Mr.  McCall  told  Ihem  to  stop,  as  he 
would  not  live  long  enough  for  a  physii;ian  to 
reach  him.  Mountain  Ciiy  is  only  a  mining  town, 
and  to  obtain  a  physician  it  was  neces>ary  to  st  nd 
to  Elko,  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  distant 
eighty-six  miles  fr<im  Mountain  City.  The  stage 
time  between  the  two  jjoints  is  two  days. 

After  giving  dlrection^  to  iMr.  Chapman  concern- 
ing some  business  matters,  sending  messages  to 
loved  ones  at  home,  ami  rtqnesling  that  .Mr.  Chap- 


man accompany  his  remains  to  Canton,  at  3:30 
1'.  M.,  on  the  30th,  he  died. 

It  was  impossible  to  get  a  coffin,  or  even  lumber 
to  make  one.  at  Mountain  City,  and  Mr.  Chapman 
was  compelled  to  put  the  body  in  a  rough  box, 
packed  in  ice,  and  haul  it  over  a  rough  mountain 
road  in  an  open  wagon  to  Elko.  He  started  at  1 1 
o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the  30th,  arriving  at  Elko  at  1  p. 
M.,  on  the  first  of  September.  Not  being  able  to 
obtain  a  casket  there,  a  coffin  was  procured,  sealed 
in  zinc,  and  then  enclosed  in  a  box,  and  at  5  p.  ji.. 
Qfl  the  1st  inst.,  he  started  for  Omaha.  At  Omaha 
he  was  met  l)y  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Black,  and  Col. 

A.  C.  Babcock,  who  accompanied  the  remains 
homo,  arriving  here  at  10:45  a.  m  ,  Friday,  the  5th. 

The  remains  were  met  at  the  depot,  and  taken 
in  charge  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
William  Babcock,  J.  W.  IngersoU,  C.  T.  Heald,  A. 

B.  Hulit,  and  H.  L.  Wright,  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  W.  B.  Gleason,  S.  Y.  Thornton,  J.  IL 
Stipp,  W.  H.  Craig  and  J.  C.  BrinkerholT,  on  the 
part  of  the  Masonic  fraternitj'.  The  remains  were 
taken  into  the  depot  building,  the  coffin  opened, 
and  the  body  identified.  An  examination  was  also 
made,  at  the  request  of  friends,  by  Drs.  Swisher 
and  Wright,  to  ascertain  if  death  had  ensued  from 
natural  causes. 

The  remains  were  then  conveyed  to  his  late  resi- 
dence where  they  were  cared  for  until  Saturday,  at 
two  o'clock,  when  the  funeral  took  place, 

■  The  Masonic  fraternity  met  at  their  hall  at  half- 
past  one  o'clock,  and  formed  in  procession  under 
direction  of  W.  B.  Gleason,  as  Marshal,  with  C.  N. 
Henkle  and  W.  H.  Craig  as  assistants.  Preceded 
by  the  Cornet  Band,  they  marched  to  the  late  resi- 
dence of  the  deceased,  where  they  were  met  by  the 
committee  of  citizens  above  mentioned.  The  re- 
mains were  taken  in  charge,  and  convc^yed  to  the 
Congregational  Church,  J.  H.  Stipp.  J.  M.  Fox.  G. 
S.  McConnell,  S.  P.  Slocum,  W.  H.  Smith,  and  J. 
R.  McQuiad,  acting  as  pall  bearers. 

The  funeral  services  at  the  church  were  con- 
ducted by  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Smith,  of  Peoria,  who 
delivered  an  impressive  and  feelinyr address,  b:ising 
his  remarks  on  the  second  and  third  verses  of  the 
seventh  chapter  of  Ecclesiastes: 

•'It  is  better  to  no  to  the  house  of  mourning, 
than  to  go  to  the  house  of  feasting;  for  that  is  the 
end  of  all  men;  and  the  living  will  Lay  it  to  his 
lieart," 

"Sorrow  is  betU'r  than  laughter,  for  by  the  sad- 
ness of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  made  better." 

At  the  close  of  the  services  the  h\  mn  ••Scotland." 
a  favorite  tunc  of  Mr.  McCall's  w:is  snng  by  the 
choir,  and  a  procession  was  again  formed,  the  band 
and  Masonic  fraternity   in   the  front,    followed   liy 
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tiie  hearse  and  family  then  a  long  line  of  citizens 
on  foot  and  upwards  of  fifty  vehicles  in  the  rear. 
The  procession  proceeded  to  the  cemeter}',  wliere 
the  remains  were  interred  with  the  beautiful  funeral 
service  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv,  conducted  by  Dr. 
Sylvester  Stevens,  of  Knoxville,  an  old  and  es- 
teemed friend  of  Mr.  McCall's. 

During  the  funeral  services  the  banks  were  closed, 
and  busint'ss  to  a  great  extent  suspended.  A  num- 
ber of  the  Masonic  frateruily  from  Lewistown. 
Fairview,  and  other  places,  besides  man}'  others, 
came  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  tbeir  de- 
parted friend. 

And  thus  was  laid  to  rest  one  of  nature's  noble- 
men. It  is  but  seldom  that  one  is  called  upon  to 
recoril  the  decease  of  a  man  wlio  will  be  as  greatly 
missed,  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  as  James  H.  McCall. 
Although  a  resident  of  Canton  only  some  ten  or 
twelve  years,  he  had  so  identified  himself  with  all  the 
best  interests  and  material  advancement  of  the  city 
and  of  the  county,  that  he  was  perhaps  more  widely 
known  than  many  of  our  older  citizens;  and  where 
kniiwn,  his  name  was  synonymous  with  integrit}', 
justice,  honor,  and  business  capacity.  Possessed  of 
ample  means,  he  was  ever  read 3'  to  use  them  in 
public  enterpiises,  and  for  general  good. 

In  his  private  life  he  was  known  far  and  wide 
for  his  generous,  unostentatious  hospitality,  hisex- 
lensive  charities,  and  benevolent  nature.  In  bis 
(lonu'stic  life  he  was  noted  for  the  almost  idolatrous 
love  for  his  family.  Of  a  happy  and  joyous  na- 
ture himself,  he  impressed  himself  so  upon  all  who 
?ame  in  contact  with  him  in  the  family  circle,  and 
never  was  too  much  occupied,  or  ever  too  much 
tioubled  in  spirit  to  endeavor  to  make  all  about 
him  happy.  And  never  did  he  appear  more  lov- 
able than  in  his  last  days  at  home,  when  sur- 
rounded by  the  young  friends  of  his  affectionate 
children,  he  showed  that  his  heart  was  as  young  as 
any  there,  and  that  he  could  and  did  enjoy  the 
sports  and  esteem  the  friendship  of  the  youngest 
present.  His  was  a  heart  that  never  would  grow 
old,  and  a  warm  loving  nature  that  nothing  could 
ever  chill  so  long  as  the  life  current  coursed  through 
his  veins.    He  was  a  good  man.     Peace  to  his  ashes. 

From  the  Fulton  County  Ledger,  September  1  2, 
1873: 

Further  Particulars  of  the  Death  op 
James  H.  McCall. 
■\Vc  last  week  informed  our  readers  of  the  death  of 
James  H.  McCall,  Esq.  of  this  city,  but  could  give 
none  of  the  particulars,  as  nothing  was  known  ex- 
(•('l)t  the  <Hspatcli  from  Mr.  A.  B.  Chapman,  of 
Mountain  City,  Nev.,  one  of  the  men  interested 
with  lum  iu  mining  opcr.'itions  in  that  vicinity. 

T'he  bodv  of  Mr.  McCall  arrived  here  on  Friday 


morning,  accompanied  through  by  Mr.  Chapman, 
and  met  at  Omaha  by  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  George 
A.  Black,  and  Col.  A.  C.  Babcock.  A  committee 
from  the  Masonic  Lodge,  and  also  of  citizens,  and 
a  large  number  of  our  people,  were  at  the  depot 
when  the  train  arrived.  The  remains  were  taken 
to  tlie  house,  where  they  remained  until  Saturday 
afternoon,  when  they  were  interred  in  the  Canton 
cemetery. 

At  one  o'clock  v.  m..  on  Saturday,  Morning  Star 
Lodge  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  met  in  their  rooms  and 
formed  in  procession  and  marched  to  the  house, 
preceded  by  the  Canton  band,  which  had  volun- 
teered for  the  occasion,  and  escorted  the  remains  to 
the  Congregational  Church,  where  services  were 
held,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  of  the  Universalist  Church, 
Peoria,  preaching  the  sermon.  The  church  was 
crowded. 

The  attendance  at  the  cemetery  was  the  largest 
we  have  ever  seen  at  a  funeral  in  this  city.  The  en- 
tire city  seemed  to  turn  out  to  pay  this  last  tribute 
to  him  who  was  one  of  our  best,  most  liberal  and 
enterprising  citizens.  A  number  of  Masons  ^rere 
here  from  Lewistown  and  Fairview  Lodge. 

James  H.  JNIcCall  was  sixty-four  years  of  age  in 
June  last.  He  was  born  in  Baltimore,  ]\Id.;  came 
West  in  1835,  soon  after  settling  in  Peoria.  In 
1845  he  married  Miss  L.  Raymond,  of  Peoria,  who 
with  their  four  children,  daughters,  survive  him. 
In  the  fall  of  18G2  he  removed  his  family  to  Can- 
ton, and  has  since  resided  here.  He  has  been  one 
of  our  most  active  business  men,  and  by  economy, 
industry  and  uprightness  had  amassed  a  large 
amount  of  projiertj'.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  President  of  the  B'irst  National  Bank  of  this 
city,  and  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  stock. 
Early  last  sp'ing  Mr.  McCall  bad  a  severe  attack 
of  congestion  of  the  liver,  and  his  attending  phy- 
sician. Dr.  Fleming,  then  informed  him  that  if  lie 
should  ever  have  another  attack  of  the  disease,  it 
would  cause  his  death.  About  the  last  of  May  or 
the  first  of  June,  he  went  West  to  prospect  as  to 
the  value  of  certain  silver  mines,  in  which  the  Mr. 
Chapman  mentioned  above  and  others  were  inter- 
ested, and  which  were  represented  to  him  as  very 
valuable  last  fall,  while  he  was  returning  from  a 
trip  to  California,  by  some  of  the  parties,  whom  he 
met  on  the  cars,  and  who  were  anxious  to  get  some 
parties  with  capital  to  take  an  interest  in  them.  He 
had  assured  himself  that  there  was  a  fortune  in  the 
enter|)rise.  He  had  himself  selected  specimens  of 
an  average  yield  of  quartz,  and  had  them  assayed, 
and  they  produced  $44y.32  to  the  ton,  which  was 
considered  veiy  rich;  and  having  satisfied  himself 
of  the  value  of  the  mines,  he  hafl  made  arrange- 
ments to  invest  in  the  enterprise. 
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On  Friday  morning.  29th  ult.,  he  was  taiien  sick   I 
with  congestion  of   the  liver,  and  felt  that  liis  time 
was  short  in  this  worhl.     He  sent  for    Mr.  Chap- 
man, tohl  liiin  about  his  affairs  and  what  disposi- 
tion was  to  lie  made  of  what  he  had  with  him.  Tliat    ! 
a  day    or    two  Ijefore  lie  had  received  a  draft  for    i 
^1,000,  and  of  this  he   wanted   §600   used    to  pay 
some  bills  he  had  contracted,  and  the  remaiuder  to 
be  usee)  in  taking  his  body  home  to  Canton.  There   | 
was  no  physician  nearer  than   Elko,  in   Nevada,  a 
town  eighty-six  miles  north  of  Mountain  City,  and 
about  six  liundred  miles  by  rail  from  San  Francisco. 
Mr.  Chapman  proposed  to  send  for  a  ph3'sician,  but 
Mr.  McCall  said  it  was  no  use — a  physician  could 
do  him  no  good  if  there,  and  he  wouhl  be  dead  be- 
fore one  could  reach    him.     And  in  a   little   moi-e 
than  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  he  was  taken, 
he  was  a  corpse.     His  remains  were  taken  to  Klko, 
where  they   were   placed   in  a  zinc  case,  soldered 
tight,  and  thus  brought  home. 

His  death  will  be  a  great  loss,  not  only  to  his 
family  and  friends,  but  to  our  little  city  also.  As 
we  said  last  week,  he  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  the  needy,  and  was  one  of  the  foremost 
in  anything  which  pertained  to  the  growth  and  in- 
terest of  our  little  city.  But  death  is  no  respecter 
of  persons.  The  rich  and  the  poor,  the  high  and 
the  low,  must  all  bow  before  him,  and  in  a  day  and 
an  hour  that  we  know  not  of,  are  we  called  upon  to 
yield  to  his  cold  embrace. 

We  learn  from  the  Peoria  Democrat  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Call served  for  several  years  .as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  Peoria,  commencing  in  1855.  The 
Democrat  very  truthfully  says: 

"As  a  man,  .as  a  neighbor,  and  as  a  citizen,  we 
can  only  spe.ik  of  Mr.  McCall  in  terms  of  commen- 
dation; sociable,  cheerful,  amiable,  and  generous, 
his  society  was  sought,  by  all  classes,  and  by  the 
young  and  the  old.  Those  who  have  partaken  of 
his  hospitality  in  the  years  that  are  gone,  will  not 
soon  forget  the  pleasant  family  circle  of  which  he 
was  the  head.  It  is  within  the  bounds  of  truth  to 
say  that  few  men  were  more  greatly  blessed  in  the 
home  which  their  own  exe'tions  have  endowed, 
than  James  H.  McCall.  A  spirit  of  affection  and 
trust  prevailed  the  whole  circle,  and  those  who  en- 
tered it  were  compelled  to  drink  of  its  influence." 

From  the  Peoria  National  Democrat,  September 
6,  1873: 

ANoriiKU  OK  Tin:  Old  Mex  Gonk. 

The  friends  of  James  H.  McCall,  formerly  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city,  but  latterly  a  resident  of  Canton, 
in  Fulton  County,  were  sadly  surprised  on  Thurs- 
day last,  by  a  telegram  published  in  th«  Democrat 


of  that  day,  of  the  death  of  that  gentleman  in  Ne- 
vada, the  previous  day.  The  painfulness  of  the 
circumstances  was  intensified  by  the  vagueness  of 
the  re|)ort.  None  of  the  attending  facts  were  given, 
onl>'  the  bare  mention  that  he  was  dead,  leaving 
the  im.agination  to  supply  the  cause  and  incidents 
of  deatii,  and  these,  as  the  deceased  was  known  to 
have  in  his  possession  a  considerable  amount  of 
money,  naturally  led  to  the  conclusion  that  violence 
had  been  used,  and  that  murder  had  been  commit- 
ted. 

Later  dispatches,  however,  relieved  the  minds  of 
the  friends  of  that  mistake,  and  state  that  he  died 
of  congestive  chills.  His  death  was  sudden  and  un- 
expected. On  the  27th  ult.  he  wrote  to  his  family 
a  letter  which  they  received  on  the  day  of  his  death, 
and  gave  directions  relative  to  some  business  mat- 
ters, and  in  it  there  is  no  indication  of  ill-health. 
He  was  taken  sick  on  the  moining  of  the  29th,  and 
died  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day. 

We  have  no  information  at  hand  relative  to  the 
n.itivity  or  age  of  the  deceased.  He  first  became 
known  to  the  writer  of  this  sketch  while  in  the 
City  Council  of  Peoria,  where  he  served  some  four 
or  five  years,  commencing  in  1855.  He  was  then 
engaged  in  business  with  Capt.  W.  8.  Moss,  now 
of  California,  and  was  considered  one  of  our  best 
and  most  respected  business  men.  Soon  after  that 
time  he  removed  to  Canton,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, and  there,  as  here,  his  interest  in  business 
affairs  vvas  reached.  .Several  months  ago  his  atten- 
tion was  called  to  a  mining  operation  in  the  new 
State  of  Nevada,  and  after  due  consideration,  he 
concluded  to  embark  in  it.  and  it  was  while  carry- 
ing out  that  determination  that  he  met  his  death.. 
As  soon  as  the  fact  of  his  death  was  announced,  his 
son-in-law,  Mr.  George  A.  Black,  started  to  meet 
tlie  train  on  which  the  body  was  to  be  brought,  and 
it  was  expected  that  the  sai)  cortege  would  arrive 
in  Canton  yesterilay,  and  that  there  the  obsequies 
would  he  celebrated.  We  may  receive  intelligence 
from  that  place  before  this  number  of  our  paper 
goes  to  press. 

Few  men  have  exhibited  a  greater  show  of  pub- 
lic spirit  than  the  deceased.  He  was  always  ready 
to  assist,  with  his  purse  and  his  hands  as  well  as  his 
advice,  any  feasible  project  for  public  improve- 
ments, the  friend  of  education,  and  a  leader  in  many 
benevolent  and  generous  enterprises.  We  might 
cite  hundreds  of  cases  where  he  has  proven  these 
assertions  true,  but  it  is  unnecessary^  tr)  do  so,  for 
his  works  in  this  regard  were  known  to  all  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He  was  one  whom 
his  adopted  city  can  illy  spare. 

Mr.  McCall  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  until  increasing  years  led  him 
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to  oftener  seek  the  delights  of  the  home  circle,  was 
a  regular  attendant  of  the  order,  and  we  have  heard 
liiin  express  the  belief  that  it  was  one  of  the  host 
means  yet  devised  to  awaken  the  hearts  of  men  to 
llic  loo  often  neglected  virtues  of  benevolence  and 
charity.  The  suciety  of  wliicli  he  was  a  memlier 
very  inniu'ily  take  charge  of  the  remains,  follow 
them  in  llieir  l:isl  journey,  and  deposit  them  in  the 
place  appointed  for  all  living. 

The  blow  is  a  severe  one  upon  the  family  so  sud- 
denly bereaved,  but  they  have  the  infinite  consola 
tion  that  the  deceased  neglected  no  duty,  shirked 
no  responjiihilily.  nor  wronged  any  individual;  that 
he  goes  home  with  a  clear  record  and  the  prayers 
of  the  needy  as  his  demit  from  the  earthly  lodge. 
Seldom  are  we  called  upon  to  chronicle  the  death 
of  a  man  in  all  respects  so  commendable  as  James 
II.  McC'.all. 

MASONIC  NOTICE. 

Members  of  Peoria  Lodge  No.  15,  are  requested 
to  meet  at  the  Toledo.  Peoria  &  Western  depot,  at 
11:30  A.  jr.,  this  (Saturday)  morning,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  the  funeral  of  our  late  brother,  J. 
11.  McCall,  of  Canton. 

J.  F.  IIazzard,  W.  ;M. 

From  the  Peoria  Daily  Transcript.  September  8, 
187:3: 

Funeral  of  James  M.  JMcCall. 

The  funeral  of  James  H.  McCall  which  took  place 
in  Canton  on  Saturday,  was  the  largest  ever  held 
in  that  city.  The  Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  the 
deceased  was  an  honored  member,  did  all  iu  their 
power  to  add  by  their  riles  to  the  solemnity  of  the 
occ'asion.  Rev.  II.  B.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church  in  this  city,  officiated  as  clergjMnan. 
The  cemetery  was  crowded  with  those  anxious  to 
do  honor  to  the  memory  of  a  man  well  known  and 
respected  in  the  country  at  large,  and  revered  and 
loved  in  his  own  more  immediate  circle  of  friends 
and  relatives. 

From  the  Elko,  (Nev.)  Indcpeiulpnt.  September 
13. 

1>IEI> 

In  Mountain  City.  Nev.,  August  30,  1873,  J.  II. 
McCall,  a  native  of  Canton.  1)1.,  aged  sixty-two 
years. 

Deceased  was  President  of  the  Peoria  Nevada 
Smelting  and  Refining  Company,  operating  in 
Bruno,  and  w.as  temporarily  sojourning  in  North- 
ern Nevada  attending  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany. As  it  will  be  at  least  some  satisfaction  to 
his  bereaved  familj'  and  his  numerous  friends  to 
know  that  in  his  last  mouients  nothing  was  left  un- 
done to'  alleviate  his  sufferings,  we  will  mention 
that  Messrs.  Chapman,  Fisk  and  Hazeltine,  and  Mes- 


dames  Fisk  and  Walsh,  and  others  did  all  In  their 
power  to  smooth  his  pathwaj'  '-to  that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns,'' 
Being  loth  to  leave  him  in  the  land  of  the  stranger, 
far  from  family  and  friends,  Col.  A.  B.  Chapman 
at  once  started  with  the  remains  to  Canton,  III., 
Mr.  McCall's  former  home.  While  a  large  circle 
of  friends  will  miss  his  accustomed  cheering  pres- 
ence, let  us  console  ourselves  with  the  tiioughl  that 
our  loss  is  bis  gain,  and  that  he  has  only  gone  be- 
fore across  mj-slic   river. 

Resolutions  of  the  Masons. 

To  the  Worshipful  Master,  Warden,  and  Breth- 
ren of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
Masons,  Canton,  111. : 

We  your  committee  appointed  to  draft  resolu- 
tions upon  the  death  of  our  worthy  brother.  James 
H.  McCall,  would  respectfully  submit  tli"  follow- 
ing: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Grand  Master  of 
the  universe,  in  the  dispensation  of  His  providence, 
to  remove  from  this  world  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
above,  and  to  rest  from  his  labors  here,  our  worthy 
and  esteemed  brother,  James  H.   McC;ill: 

Resolved.  That  in  the  death  of  brother  McCall, 
the  fraternity  has  lost  a  faithful  member;  t!ie  com- 
munity au  enterprising  and  upright  citizen;  the 
wife  a  devoted  husband,  and  the  children  an  affec- 
tionate parent. 

Resolved.  That  while  we  place  a  record  of  our 
brother's  decease  among  the  archives  of  this  lodge 
and  humbly  bow  to  the  will  of  our  divine  Master, 
we  would  express  our  deep  regret  that  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  our  deceased 
brother,  cut  down  in  the  usefulness  of  his  life. 

Resolved.  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the 
family  of  our  late  brother  in  their  sudden  bereave- 
ment, and  direct  the  Secretary  to  send  them  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions,  under  the  seal  of  the  lodge. 

ResolvedfurlJier,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread 
upon  the  rec(jrds  of  the  lodge,  and  the  Secretary 
certify  a  copy  to  Peoria  Lodge,  No.  15,  of  which 
brother  McCall  was  a  member. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
[Signed]  James  H.  Stipp, 

J.  C.  Brinkerhoff, 
.S.  Y.  Thornton, 
E.  H.  Curtis, 
W.  B.  Gleason. 


f  SAIAH  PRICKETT.  This  county  is  the  home 
l||  of  a  goodly  number  of  men  who  began  their 
^  life-work  without  capital  other  than  that 
ifforded    by    their   native  abilities,  the  education 
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which  was  obtained  in  pioneer  schools  and  the  in- 
dustrious habits  wliieh  they  were  taught  in  boy- 
hood. Taking  up  the  battle  of  life  with  a  deter- 
mined spirit,  they  have  succeeded  in  surrounding 
themselves  with  comfort,  bestowing  upon  their 
offspring  good  advantages  in  the  way  of  home  care 
and  educational  privileges,  and  while  accumulating 
property  have  won  the  thorough  respect  of  their 
fellow-men.  One  of  this  number  is  Isaiah  Prick- 
ett,  a  resident  of  Lewistown  Township,  where  he 
owns  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  also 
having  the  title  to  eighteen  hundred  acres  of  swamp 
land  in  Waterford  Township. 

Tradition  states  that  three  brothers  by  the  name 
of  Prickett  emigrated  from  England  to  America 
during  the  early  Colonial  days,  one  locating  in 
Virginia  and  the  others  farther  south.  From  the 
former  is  descended  our  subject,  whose  grandfatlier 
was  killed  by  Indians,  having  his  career  cut  short 
before  he  had  reached  the  prime  of  life.  His  stin, 
Nicholas,  the  father  of  our  subject,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State,  and  there  married  Cath- 
erine Knapp,  an  estimable  woman  of  German 
ancestry  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  removed  to  Ohio, 
making  their  home  in  Clermont  County  for  a  time 
and  then  removing  to  Clarke  County,  where  the 
wife  breathed  her  last  in  1847. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject  bought  a  mill  site  on 
Buck  Creek  at  the  landing  known  as  Lagonda,  now 
included  in  the  city  of  Springfield  and  occupied  by 
the  Chamiiion  Agricultural  Implement  Works.  In 
company  with  his  brother  he  built  a  mill  which 
was  one  of  the  Brst  put  up  in  that  count}'.  About 
1826  he  visited  Vermilion  County,  111.,  with  the  in- 
tention of  buying  land  and  locating,  but  was  taken 
sick  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  friend,  Ack  Mor- 
gan. Our  subject  w.as  tlius  left  fatherless  when 
ten  years  old,  his  birth  having  taken  place  in 
Clarke  County,  Ohio,  March  7,  181  P.  During  his 
youth  he  attended  the  pioneer  schools,  the  temple 
of  learning  in  which  he  pursued  his  studies  being 
built  of  logs,  heated  by  a  fireplace,  and  hav- 
ing the  light  admitted  through  greased  paper  which 
covered  tlie  opening  cut  from  the  logs.  It  was 
supplied  with  home-made  furniture,  the  binches 
being  of  slabs  with  wooden  pins  for  legs,  and  desks 


being  unknown  except  one  around  the  sides  of  the 
room  where  the  advanced  scholars  stood  to  write, 
this  being  a  board  laid  on  wooden  pins  projecting 
from  the  walls. 

Young  Prickett  began  his  life's  labors  as  a  farm 
hand,  receiving  86.25  per  month  when  seventeen 
years  old,  and  the  following  year  driving  a  team 
from  Lagonda  at  §13  per  month.  In  1836  he  emi- 
grated to  Indiana,  making  the  removal  with  a 
team  and  took  his  place  among  the  early  settlers 
in  Noble  County,  where  there  were  more  Indians 
than  white  men  at  the  date  of  his  arrival.  He 
bought  a  tract  of  Government  land  and  built  a 
log  house,  but  a  few  months  later  sold  the  place 
and  entered  another  tract  upon  which  he  also  built. 
Before  moving  into  his  new  house,  however,  he 
sold  the  land  and  entered  still  another  tract,  where 
he  cleared  a  considerable  acreage.  There  he  made 
his  home  until  1852  when,  on  account  of  the  un- 
healtbfulness  of  the  region,  he  started  with  his 
family  for  the  Prairie  vState.  They  left  the  home 
which  he  had  rented  on  the  1st  of  September  and 
eleven  days  later  arrived  in  Lewistown,  since 
which  time  they  have  made  this  county  their 
home. 

Mr.  Prickett  lived  on  his  brother's  farm  until 
February,  1854,  then  bought  a  tract  where  he  now 
resides.  A  clearing  of  eight  acres  and  a  hewed 
log  house  constituted  the  improvements.  The 
farm  now  contains  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres, 
has  been  supplier!  with  well-built,  commodious  and 
conveniently-located  frame  buildings  and  the  other 
improvements  which  might  be  expected  of  an  ener- 
getic man.  Eighty  acres  of  section  10,  of  the  same 
township,  together  with  the  swamp  land  before 
mentioned,  have  been  purchased  by  our  subject, 
who  has  shown  himself  a  thorough  farmer,  a  wor- 
thy citizen  and  a  good  neighbor. 

The  home  of  our  subject  is  presided  over  by  an 
estimable  woman  who,  prior  to  November  20, 
1834,  was  known  as  Miss  Eliza  Laughridge.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Susan  (Nelson) 
Laughridge,  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  who  are 
numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Ohio,  to  which 
State  they  removed  in  1817.  In  Greene  County, 
that  State,  Mrs.  Prickett  was  born  September  13, 
1818.     She  received    the  education    usual    to  the 
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sons  and  daughters  of  pioneers  in  a  section  where 
sclioois  were  early  instituted,  togetiier  witli  the 
training  in  useful  domestic-  knowledge  which  has 
q\ialifi(>d  her  to  thoroughly  discharge  lier  duties  as 
liciusekeeper,  wife  and  motiier. 

Of  tlie  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prickelt 
four  are  now  living — John  is  settled  on  his  own 
home  in  Lewistown  Township;  Nicholas  A.  still 
remains  under  the  parental  roof;  Susan  C.  is  the 
wife  of  Orville  -M.  Macomber;  Eliza  J.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Macomber.  A  son,  Harrison,  died  in  Lew- 
istown in  1867.  He  devoted  four  years  of  his  life 
to  the  service  of  his  country,  being  Captain  of 
Company  A,  Fiftj'-fifth  Illinois  Infantry.  Mr. 
Prickett  was  a  Whig  until  1856,  when  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  organized  and  he,  like  most  of  his 
associates,  took  his  stand  in  the  ranks  of  the  new 
organization,  to  whose  principles  he  has  stanchly 
ailhered  from  that  day  to  this. 

|l/_  ON.  WILLIAM  N.  CLINE,  M.  D.  Success 
r  jl  in  any  profession  can  only  be  attained 
/4W^  through  industry  and  study,  and  the  gor)d 
(^  physician  must  necessarily  be  the  hardest  of 
workers  and  best  of  students.  Fulton  County  is 
proud  to  number  among  her  physicians  the  one  with 
whoso  name  we  will  introduce  this  sketch.  His  career 
presents  a  remarkable  example  of  what  may  be  ac- 
complished by  assiduous  application  and  unremit- 
ting toil.  A  most  conscientious  man,  whatever  he 
undertakes  is  done  thoroughly.  In  one  respect  he 
differs  from  the  majoritj'  of  the  human  race,  in  that 
age  mellows  and  softens  his  nature,  instead  Of  the 
reverse,  as  is  often  the  case.  With  every  onward 
movement  made  in  the  science  to  which  he  has  de- 
voted his  life,  he  is  familiar,  and  time  has  served 
only  to  enlarge  his  views  and  broaden  his  ideas. 

In  Rockingliara  County,  Va.,  Dr.  Clinewas  born 
December  20,  1820,  to  Joseph  and  Isabella  (Pence) 
Cline,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion. The  father  was  of  German,  and  the  mother 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  were  married  in 
Virginia,  where  for  many  years  afterward  they  con- 
tinued to  reside,  removing  thence  to  Ohio,    where 


the  mother  died.  The  f.athcr  removed  to  Illinois 
in  1855,  and  died  in  1868.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living  at  tliis 
writing,  namely:  Mrs.  Albright,  of  Rockford,  111.; 
Joseph  C,  George  W.,  ani  William  N.  The  father 
and  mother  were  worthy  people  who  gave  to  their 
children  all  the  advantages  possible,  and  reared 
them  to  worthy  manhood  and  womanhood.  Their 
honorable  and  upright  lives  were  not  the  least  of 
the  heritage  which  they  transmitted  to  their  chil- 
dren. 

In  the  parental  family,  our  suljject  was  the  eld- 
est child,  and  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  resided  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Virginia.  The  father  was  a 
man  of  great  prominence,  having  represented  his 
district  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  for  a  long 
period  of  years,  and  being  besides  connected  with 
public  works  of  the  State,  and  a  magistrate  of  the 
County  Court.  'William  N.  accompanied  his  father 
to  Ohio,  and  in  1840,  having  determined  upon  a 
professional  career,  became  a  student  in  the  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College.  Philadelphia;  he  had  previ- 
ously received  a  thorough  training  in  a  private 
school  in  Virginia,  as  well  as  in  the  schools  of 
Ohio.  Thus,  by  thorough  application  and  close 
study,  he  laid  the  foundation  for  his  future  success. 
In  1842  the  Doctor  came  West,  locating  in  what 
was  then  Centerville,  but  now  Cuba,  111.,  and  be- 
ginning the  practice  of  medicine  at  once.  His 
thorough  training  and  previous  experience  in  Ohio 
made  it  comparatively  easy  for  him  to  win  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  and  his  success  was  assured 
from  the  start.  His  practice  increased  rapidly  each 
year,  and  his  long  experience  now  renders  his  opin- 
ions and  decisions  valuable.  By  means  of  his  en- 
ergy, tact,  and  liberality,  he  is  able  to  materially 
advance  the  interests  of  the  community  where  he 
resides. 

Dr.  Cline  has  been  twice  married,  his   first    wife 

being  Miss  Lois,  daughter  of   Martin  and    Susan 

Webster,  the    father  a    wealthy   agriculturalist  of 

Lewistown  Township,  this  county.     Mrs.  Cline  was 

born  in  the  St.ate  of  New  York,  near  Chautauqua, 

;   and  received  an  excellent  education,  of  which,  prior 

]   to  her  marriage,  she  made  use  in   teaching.     Her 

I    union  with  our  subject  took  place  May  30,    1844, 

I   and    tiiey  had  a   family  of  five  children,    two  of 
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whom  are  deceased.  The  three  now  living,  are: 
Mrs.  V.  E.  Kingsbury,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Clara 
L.,  (Mrs.  Merrill), who  lives  in  Riallo,  Cal.,  and  Ross 
C,  who  is  City  Ticket  Agent  for  the  Wabash  Rail- 
road at  Toledo,  Ohio.     Mrs.  C'line  died  in   1866. 

The  second  union  of  our  subject  was  celebrated 
December  21,  1869,  when  Mrs.  Jane  S.  Talcott,  of 
East  Hartford,  Conn.,  became  his  bride.  She  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where  she  received  a  good 
education,  and  was  at  one  time  a  teacher  in  the 
seminary  at  Manchester.  Siie  is  a  most  intellectual 
and  cultivated  lady,  and  wins  friends  wherever  she 
goes.  She  comes  of  illustrious  ancesti'y,  being  a 
member  of  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  fami- 
lies in  Connecticut,  and  who  were  of  aristocratic 
Puritan  origin.  Her  parents,  Solomon  and  Phebe 
Spencer,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  are  now 
deceased. 

In  whatever  communit}'  Dr.  C'line  has  resided,  he 
has  always  held  important  ofliccs.  and  has  taken  a 
a  prominent  part  in  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs. Politiically,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance.  On  tlie  adoption 
of  township  organization  he  was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  from 
Putman  Township,  later  was  for  one  terra  School 
Commissioner  of  Fulton  County.  He  represented 
the  county  in  the  State  Legislature  in  18.55-56,  and 
ill  l,s,")7  was  elected  President  of  the  Mississippi  & 
Wabash  Railway  (now  that  portion  of  the  Toledo, 
Peoria  &  Western,  between  Peoria,  111.,  and  Keo- 
kuk, Iowa)  then  in  process  of  construction. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  railroad  build- 
ing ceased,  and  Dr.  Cline  accepted  the  Presidency 
of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Quincy,  III.,  which  position  he  held  six  years; 
he  then  resigned  as  President  of  that  company  to 
accept  the  same  position  with  the  Fulton  County 
Coal  Company  at  Cuba.  In  1877  lie  again  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  still  con- 
tinues. He  is  now,  and  has  been  since  its  organ- 
ization. President  of  the  Cuba  Library  Association, 
an  institution  of  which  he  is  verj-  proud.  He  is 
now,  and  has  for  several  years  been  President  of 
the  Cuba  Improvement  Association,  and  of  the 
Cuba  Building  and  Loan  Association,  the  latter  or- 
ganization being  one  of  great  benefit  to  the  county. 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  for  forty  years  he  has  held 
positions  of  trust,  responsibility  and  honor,  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  his  fellow-citizens  or  associates 
in  business.  Gifted  by  nature  with  high  endow- 
ments, he  has  cultivated  these  to  the  utmost,  and 
his  indefatigable  labor  has  lirouglit  to  him  the  es- 
teem of  his  fellow-men. 


'i^  UGH  F.  HILLPOT.  There  is  always  a  vast 
amount  of  interest  felt  in  the  private  life  of 
those  brave  men  who  gave  up  home,  familj' 
and  friends  to  light  for  their  country,  and 
there  undergo  all  tlie  privations  and  hardships 
characteristic  of  a  soldier's  life.  Such  bravery  is 
highl}'  appreciated  among  all  the  civilized  nations 
upon  the  earth  and  everybody  feels  an  interest  in 
hearing  of  the  private  life  of  a  soldiei',  and  es- 
pecially of  one  who  won  such  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion as  did  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  who  was 
numbered  among  "the  boys"  delegated  to  guard 
tlie  corpse  of  Abraham  Lincoln  when  he  was 
assassinated. 

Mr.  Hillpot  is  the  veteran  dry-goods  merchant 
of  Fairview,  having  been  engaged  in  business  there 
ever  since  he  came  out  of  the  army.  His  father, 
Jacob  F.  Hillpot,  was  a  native  of  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 3'ears.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Julia  Frank- 
cnfield,  was  also  a  native  of  Bucks  County  and 
was  descended  from  an  old  Pennsylvania  family. 
Her  ancestors  came  in  a  very  earlj'  day  fiom 
Holland.  She  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years, 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  six  children, 
viz:  Reed,  who  is  a  blacksmith  and  residing  in 
Fairview;  Hugh  F.,  our  subject;  Jonas  who  w.as  in 
the  War  of  1812,  was  a  farmer  and  met  his  death 
accidentally  by  falling  off  a  haymow;  George  is  a 
painter  and  lives  in  Fairview;  Lovina  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  an  infant.  After  the 
death  of  our  subject's  mother,  Mr.  Hillpot  married 
Mary  Most  who  bore  him  six  children,  four  of 
whom  lived  to  the  age  of  manhood  and  woman - 
Uood;  Mary  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Fratz  and  residing  in 
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riiiladelpliia;  Elizabeth  wtio  is  married  also  resides 
in  that  citj',  as  does  also  Jacob  and  Grier. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Bucks  Countj%  Pa., 
September  12,  1833,  where  he  passed  his  youthful 
days  on  a  farm  until  reaching  his  twenty-first 
birthday.  He  then  commenced  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  blacksmith  and  worked  faithfully  at  it  for 
three  years  in  New  Jersey.  His  brother,  who  was 
living  in  Fairview, wrote  for  our  subject  to  join  him 
ant!  accepting  the  invitation,  he  reached  Fairview 
November  22,  1857.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
blacksmith  business  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
and  a  Mr.  Ayers,  and  continued  thus  until  1861 
wiien  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  the  year 
following  our  subject  enlisted  in  the  army.  He 
joined  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Third  In- 
fantr}'.  They  drilled  at  Fairview  and  Peoria  and 
from  the  latter  city  in  the  fall  of  1862,  went 
through  Bloomington  and  Cairo  to  Bolivar, Tenn., 
wliere  they  at  once  commenced  skirmishing.  They 
were  next  sent  to  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  and  from  that 
[loint  to  Holly  Springs,  thence  to  Walerford  and 
reached  Jackson,  in  the  same  State,  wliere  tiiey 
wintered. 

Mr.  Hilli)ot  received  a  severe  sunstroke  while 
engaged  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  was  entirely 
unconscious  for  several  weeks.  His  company  was 
ordered  to  Corinth  and  luka,  at  which  latter  place 
Mr.  Hillpot  was  again  the  victim  of  a  sunstroke 
while  building  a  fortification  and  was  in  the  hospi- 
tal at  Memi^his,  Tenn.,  for  some  time  but  upon 
reaching  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  discharged  from  the 
regular  service  and  assigned  to  the  reserve  corps — 
Company  F.  With  his  company  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  upon  the  evening  when  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  was  assassinated,  they  were  called  to 
assist  the  police  in  controlling  the  crowd.  A  few 
of  the  soldiers — our  subject  among  the  number — 
were  selected  to  guard  the  body  of  our  martyred 
President  for  three  days  and  nights.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Washington,  July  18,  1865. 

February  28,  1866,  Mr.  Hillpot  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Van  Liew,  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Mary  (Suydam)  Van  Liew.  Mrs. 
Hillpot  came  to  Fairview  wiih  her  two  brothers 
who  are  prosperous  farmers  in  this  county.   Of  her 


union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  liorn  two 
children — John  V.  L.  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Galesburg  Business  College,  has  the  entire  charge 
of  his  father's  store,  and  Elizabeth  C,  who  is  a 
charming  young  lady  of  eighteen  years,  makes  her 
home  with  her  parents. 

Tiie  Republican  parly  numbers  Blr.  Hillpot  as 
one  of  its  stanch  adherents,  although  previous  to 
the  war  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  ciiarter  mem- 
ber of  Blair  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Fairview.  Owing 
to  ill-health  brought  about  by  the  sunstroke  re- 
ceived during  the  war,  Mr.  Hillpot  is  unable  to 
take  charge  of  his  business,  but  finds  a  competent 
substitute  in  his  son.  He  is  an  exceedingly  popular 
man  in  the  community  and  has  accumulated  a 
goodij-  amount  of  the  "  almighty  dollar." 


/^  APT.  JOHN  S.  SMITH. 
11^  universally  esteemed  in 
^<J/J   the   old   soldier 


No   one  is   more 
Farmington   than 

iiose  name  apjjears  at  the 

head  of  this  sketch.  Whenever  Farmington  cele- 
brates, Capt.  Smith  aids  with  money  and  work; 
whenever  she  decorates  Capt.  Smith  is  there;  when- 
ever any  great  political  or  other  public  event  oc- 
curs Capt.  Smith  is  promptly  on  hand  to  act  as 
master  of  ceremonies.  His  military  experience  gives 
him  a  special  fitness  for  organizing  and  conducting 
such  affairs,  and  his  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army, 
among  whom  he  is  a  great  favorite,  are  certain  to 
desire  his  leadership  in  anything  in  which  they  bear 
a  part.  Notwithstanding  the  prominent  position 
which  our  subject  thus  occupies  so  frequently  he 
is  one  of  the  most  unostentatious  of  men,  always 
preferring  an  inconspicuous  position  and  never  fail- 
ing to  withdraw  from  the  public  gaze  .as  soon  .as  his 
duties  will  permit. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  another  John 
Smith,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  whither  his  parents 
had  emigrated  from  Germany.  For  twenty  years 
he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Harrison  County, 
Ind.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  father  of 
Judge  Gresham,  who  while  he  was  Sheriff  in  that 
county  was  shot  by  a  man  whom  he  was  trying  to 
arrest.     The   prisoner  was   brought  before  Justice 
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Smith  for  examination  and  bound  over  for  trial. 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  wheelwright  and  manufacturer  of 
cariinges.  lie  married  Nancy  Grant  who  was  dis- 
tantly related  to  the  famous  general   of  that   name. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  to  Fulton 
County,  111.,  many  years  ago,  locating  on  a  tract  of 
land  five  miles  west  of  Canton.  Mr.  Smith  soon 
sold  his  farm  and  about  1840  established  in  Farm- 
ington  the  first  enterprise  of  a  manufacturing  na- 
ture in  the  city.  It  was  a  carding  and  cloth-dressing 
factory.  The  proprietor  subsequently  removed  to 
West  Jersey,  Stark  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
his  olden  occupation  of  the  manufacture  ot  Tvagons. 
He  died  in  1866  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
He  was  quite  prominent  in  church  circles.  His 
eldest  brotiier,  a  le.ading  scientist  and  electrician  of 
this  State,  is  the  inventor  of  the  electrical  apparatus 
by  means  of  which  teeth  may  hi  extracted  without 
pain. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-two  years,  leaving  seven  children  named  re- 
spectively, Theresa  A.,  Elias,  George  L.,  John 
Springle,  Martha  C.  Mary  and  Adeline.  The  fa- 
ther married  a  second  time,  having  by  his  last  union 
one  son — Abner. 

Capt.  Smith  was  born  at  Corydon,  Harrison 
County,  Ind.,  March  28,  1833.  His  first  recollec- 
tions are  of  farm  life  in  Fulton  County,  111.  He 
attin.led  the  early  schools,  receiving  an  ordinary 
education,  in  addition  to  which  he  was  carding  boy 
in  the  mill,  worked  with'  his  father  in  the  wagon- 
making  trade  and  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  time. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  a  regular 
two  years'  apprenticeship  as  a  house,  carriage  and 
sign  painter,  continuing  to  work  at  his  trade  until 
the  needs  of  his  country  determined  him  to  take  \ip 
arms  in  her  defense.  He  enlisted  August  16, 1862,  at 
Farmington  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Infantry.  He  assisted  in  recruiting  a  company  and 
was  elected  by  the  boys  Second  Lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany C.  The  troops  were  drilled  at  Camp  Peoria, 
mustered  into  service  there  ^nd  sent  to  the  front. 
Lieut.  Smith  was  retained  as  Post  Commander  at 
Peoria  while  the  rest  of  the  regiment  were  in  Ten- 
nessee, but  in  December  joined  them  at  Waterford, 
Jliss. 

Resuming  his  position  as  Second  Lieutenant,  the 


first  heav3'  engagement  in  wliieh  our  subject  took 
part  was  the  battle  at  Vicksburg.  this  being  fol- 
lowed by  that  at  Black  River  where  he  was  detailed 
to  act  as  Captain  of  another  company.  At  JacUson 
hard  fighting  and  close  quarters  were  the  fate  of 
the  boys,  who  not  long  afterward  again  met  the 
enemy  at  Buzzards  Roost,  Tenn., whither  our  subject 
had  been  sent  in  February,  186  1,  to  support  Gen. 
John  M.  Palmer.  At  Resaca  Lieut.  Smith  had  a 
narrow  escape  from  a  piece  of  a  shell,  but  there,  as 
on  other  battlefields,  he  escaped  unhurt.  The 
many  skirmishes  in  which  he  and  his  company  were 
engaged  are  beyond  the  limits  of  mention  in  a 
sketch  like  this.  The  prominent  battles  in  which 
he  took  part  after  those  mentioned  were  Dallas, 
New  Hope  Church,  Noonday  Creek.  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Roswelt  Mills  and  the  battle  of  Atlanta. 
Prior  to  the,  last  he  had  charge  of  a  detachment 
scouting  through  Alabama  under  orders  from  Gen. 
Sherman,  their  object  being  to  secure  horses  for 
recruiting  the  artillery  and  ambulance  supply  and 
finding  out  the  position  and  strength  of  the  guer- 
rillas. During  the  month  of  January,  1864,  he  was 
aid-de-camp  on  the  brigade  staff  of  Col.  Dickerman. 

After  having  participated  in  the  engagement  at 
Atlanta  July  22,  1864,  Li,eut.  Smith  was  elected 
Captain  of  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  a  few  days  later  appointed 
Assistant  Quartermaster,  guarding  stores  in  that 
city  about  a  month.  He  was  then  permanently  de- 
tailed under  Col.  Garber  and  served  as  Assistant 
Quartermaster,  having  charge  of  the  hospital  stores 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  As  such,  he  .acted 
at  Atlanta,  Chattanooga.  Nashville,  New  York  City, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Charleston,  Moorehead  City, 
N.  C.  and  Newbern,  being  at  the  latter  place  when 
Johnston  surrendered.  There  he  was  discharged  by 
reason  of  the  close  of  the  war  about  June  1,  1865. 
He  had  fought  in  the  whole  Atlanta  campaign 
which  was  rated  by  Gen.  Sherman  as  one  hundre<l 
days  of  solid  fighting.  He  was  never  wounded  but 
at  Kenesaw  had  four  bullet  holes  through  his  blouse. 

Returning  to  his  home  our  subject  settled  down 
to  his  trade,  at  which  he  continued  to  work  until 
1870  when,  on  account  of  iU-health  caused  by 
painting,  he  embarked  in  the  general  merchandise 
business.     In  the  crisis  of  1873  he  suffered  the  loss 
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of  about  $3,000  which  nearly  ruined  him  finan- 
cially and  obliofed  him  to  practically  begin  anew. 
He  turned  his  attention  to  the  business  of  fire  in- 
surance and  collections,  and  is  at  present  Secretary 
of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  He 
is  a  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  hav- 
ing been  elected  to  the  latter  position  six  years 
since  and  re-elected  in  1889.  He  has  been  Notary 
for  an  equal  length  of  time. 

In  1877  our  subject  enlisUid  in  the  State  service, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Illinois  National 
Guards  and  being  elected  by  every  vote  of  Com- 
pany E  to  the  Captaincy,  which  he  held  two  and  a 
half  3'ears.  He  is  a  steadfast  Republican,  well 
acquainted  with  many  of  t'ne  leading  politicians  of 
tiie  State  and  very  popular  in  political  circles.  He 
lias  never  sought  political  honors,  but  has  done 
good  service  for  the  party,  having  been  a  member 
of  the  County  Central  Committee  twelve  years  and 
of  the  Executive  Committee  five  years;  he  is  still 
serving  on  the  latter.  Capt.  Smith  voted  for  Gen. 
Fremont  in  1856  and  from  that  da}'  has  nev^er  failed 
to  cast  a  straight  Republican  ballot  at  every  Pres- 
idential election  except  during  the  year  1864,  when 
he  was  absent  from  the  polls  by  reason  of  his  pres- 
ence amid  scenes  of  conflict. 

On  three  different  occasions  Capt.  Smith  has  been 
solicited  to  accept  the  office  of  Sheriff,  but  persist- 
ently declined.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  organizing  the  Grand  Army  Post  in  Farming- 
ton,  and  served  efficiently  as  its  Commander  for 
two  years.  He  is  a  Deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church  .and  has  been  Trustee  and  Superintendent 
of  the  Sundaj'-school  several  years.  He  is  the  owner 
of  the  Mason  House  Block  in  which  he  is  domiciled 
.and  he  likewise  owns  a  fine  residence  on  Fort 
Street.  He  carries  on  a  stock  farm,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  sheep,  he  and  his  wife  owning  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Jacob  Hand, 
formerly  Supervisor  of  Farmington  Township  and 
a  well-known  capitalist  therein.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a 
good,  true  woman  who  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  which  she  saw  before  her  as  long  as  her 
strength  would  permit.  She  was  called  hence  in 
1886,  and  two  years  later  our  subject  was  marrie  i 


a  second  time,  his  companion  on  this  occasion  be- 
ing Mrs.  Caroline  Wilcox.  The  present  Mrs.  Smith 
is  a  daughter  of  Luther  and  Nancy  (Wilson) 
Birge.  Deacon  Birge  is  well-known  as  one  of  the 
original  Abolitionists  of  this  section,  who  with  the 
assistance  of  our  subject  conducted  several  loads 
of  slaves  away  at  various  times  on  the  underground 
railroad. 


^|Tfl;ALTHA.SER  JACOBS.  For  varied  reasons 
jU^-^  ""'libers  of  foreigners  come  each  year  from 
[(0)jj  Euiopean  countries  to  make  for  themselves 
^%5^'  homes  in  the  United  States  and  here  pursue 
the  trade  or  profession  which  they  learned  in  their 
native  land.  To  this  class  belongs  the  subject  of 
our  present  sketch,  he  having  been  born  in  one  of 
tlie  Rhine  Provinces,  in  Germany,  November  25, 
1827.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Mary  (Rechner) 
Jacobs,  never.eame  to  America,  the  father  dying 
previous  to  the  lime  of  our  subject's  journey  hither 
and  the  mother  passing  aw.ay  from  earthly  scenes 
in  the  year  1864.  The  parental  family  consisted 
of  eight  children,  all  living  except  J(jhn,  the  first- 
born.  The  survivors  are:  George.  Joseph,  Jacob, 
Balthaser,  Antone,  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  and  all 
but  our  subject  reside  in  their  native  land. 

Mr.  Jacobs  spent  his  early  years  on  his  father's 
farm  and  obtained  a  fair  common-school  education, 
also  learning  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker.  He 
started  for  America  in  1850,  and  upon  reachinu- 
the  New  World  spent  three  weeks  in  New  York 
City  and  then  went  to  Buffalo,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade.  At  a  later  date  he  was  a  carpenter  in 
the  country  around  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls, 
and  in  1855  came  to  this  State,  settling  in  Polo, 
where  for  a  year  he  remained  doing  carpenter's 
work. 

The  j'oung  man  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  which  he  cultivated  until  the  year  1865,  from 
which  time  until  1869  he  traveled  throughout  the 
State.  Finally  locating  in  Canton  he  began  gar- 
dening on  a  small  scale  and  has  continued  the  occu- 
pation up  to  the  present  time,  and  gradually 
increased   his   business  until  he   is  now  one  of  the 
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leading  nurserymen  of  the  place.  He  began  with 
three  lots,  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  on  which  he  raised 
tlie  earliest  and  best  potatoes  in  the  market,  anc 
now  owns  eleven  lots  on  Elm  Street,  with  one  anc 
a  half  on  WLite  Street,  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  anf 
has  three  greenhouses  and  two  dwelling  houses. 
He  does  a  large  gardening  business  and  has  the 
leading  trade  as  a  florist;  he  is  also  engaged  in 
berry  culture. 

In  May.  1877,  Mr.  .Tacobs  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Maria  AVaiter,  daughter  of  Conrad 
Walter,  and  a  native  of  Germany.  JMrs.  Jacobs  is 
an  excellent  housewife  and  is  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  her  family,  the  circle  including  four  sons — 
George,  Carl,  Lewis  and  John,  and  a  babe  un- 
named. 

Our  subject  is  a  Catholic,  and  his  wife  belongs  to 
the  Unitarian  Church.  They  are  religions  people, 
and  embrace  every  pa.«sing  opportunity  to  advance 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  their  neighliors  and 
friends.  Mr.  Jacobs  is  well  and  favoral)ly  known 
in  business  circles  as  a  thrifty,  industrious  and 
honest  man  who  manages  his  aff.airs  in  a  most  sys- 
tematic way.  As  a  citizen  be  is  law-abiding,  sober 
and  quiet,  attending  strictly  to  his  own  affairs,  and 
for  over  twenty  years  lie  has  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  of  the  German  born  citizens  of  the 
county. 


^tp^OSTER  G.  SMITH  operates  three  hundred 
lir^©  and  twent}"  acres,  of  which  he  owds  eighty 
J^  acres,  situated  in  Fairview  Township.  His 
entire  time  and  attention  is  devoted  to  farming 
and  stock-raising;  he  breeds  thoroughbred  Short- 
horn cattle  and  Shropshire  sheep,  and  has  a  herd  of 
thoroughbreds  and  forty  graded  Short  horns.  He 
is  justly  proud  of  his  fine  horses,  and  lias  met  with 
success  in  this  line  also.  Both  in  business  and  so- 
cial circles  he  is-  extensively  known,  and  though 
not  a  member  of  any  church  is  active  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  all  religious  matters.  He  is  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  committee  of  the  Methodist 
Cemetery  Association,  known  as  the  Foster  Ceme- 
tery. 

Socially,  Mr,  Smith   is  a  prominent  member  of 


the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having 
attained  the  highest  degree  in  that  order.  He  is  a 
member  of  Patriarchs  Militant,  and  represented 
Fairview  Lodge,  No.  120,  at  the  State  Grand  Lodge 
of  Springfield  and  Cairo,  and  also  visited  the  Sover- 
eign Grand  Lodge  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1889. 
He  first  belonged  to  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  '20, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Placerville,  CaL  His  interest  in  his 
lodge  has  been  at  all  times  great  and  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known  to  fraternity  circles.  He  belongs 
to  the  Fulton  Encampment,  No.  51,  at  Farmington, 
and  the  Canton  Oriental  of  the  Patriarchs  Militant, 
No.  33. 

■With  the  pioneer  history  of  Fulton  County  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  very  close]3'  identified. 
He  was  born  in  Madison  Count}-,  Ohio,  his  family 
having  emigrated  there  from  Virginia.  He  bore 
the  name  of  Jonathan  Smith,  and  the  date  of  his 
birth  was  September  11,  1808.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  in  the  Bucke3'e  State  with  Ann  Foster, 
who  was  also  born  there,  and  they  came  to  Illinois 
in  1837,  buying  two  eighty-acre  tracts  of  land  at 
the  Government  land  sales  in  Quincy.  The  father 
had  visited  tliis  county  in  1833,  and  was  favorably 
impressed  with  the  outlook  here.  Two  years  later 
he  came  and  raised  a  crop,  and  in  1837  located  on 
section  35,  where  he  lived  until  called  home. 

The  father  became  the  owner  of  five  liundred 
ami  forty  acres  in  Fairview  Township  and  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Iowa.  He  began  life 
without  means,  having  been  left  an  orphan  at  the 
early  age  of  ten  years.  So  well  did  he  succeed  in 
his  efforts  that,  as  stated  above,  before  his  death  he 
became  the  owner  of  one  thous;ind  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.  When  quite 
young  he  was  compelled  to  hire  out,  receiving  for 
his  services  from  ^7  to  810  per  month,  and  thus  was 
his  beginning  made.  He  died  February  25,  1886, 
after  attaining  to  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
fi\e  months  and  fourteen  days.  The  mother's 
death  occurred  February  17,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years,  five  months  and  eighteen  days. 
To  Jonathan  and  Ann  (Foster)  Smith  were  born 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  Jane,  Foster  G., 
Mary  E.,  Ellen  A.,  John  H.,  America  A.,  Alice  M., 
Martha  F.  and  one  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  A.  J.   McCombs,  and  lives  in 
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Fiiirview  Township;  Maiy  E.  is  tlie  wife  of  John 
Broiulfield,  a  fiu it  grower  of  California;  Ellen  A. 
uiarrierl  Dr.  S.  B.  Beer,  of  Fairview ;  John  H.  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Wyckoff,  anrl  is  a  farmer  in  Marsiiall 
County,  Iowa;  America  A.  is  the  wife  of  W.  T.  Gen- 
tle, a  farmer  of  Eairview  'I'ownship;  Alice  M.  aiifl 
Martha  F.  are  living  with  tlieir  brotlier  on  the  old 
hoineslend. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  April  24,  1840, 
on  the  Smith  homestead,  and  passed  his  life  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmers'  lads  in  frontier  countries. 
When  he  had  reached  maturit}-  lie  made  an  extended 
trip  to  California,  in  1861,  and  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  and  mining  operations.  He  passed 
nine  3ears  tliere,  and  finally  reluctantly  returned 
East  and  has  since  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser.  He  is  highly  esteemed  in  this  community' 
as  a  man  of  probity  and  honor,  and  his  life  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  has  brougiit  him  success 
from  a  financial  point  ofview  and  a  high  position 
in  the  county  which  is  his  native  home. 


(fl  IVILLIAM  PARLIN.  There  is  probably  no 
\rj/l  resident  of  this  county  whose  work  is  so 
^JtW  widely  known  as  that  of  the  gentleman 
above  named,  who  is  the  pioneer  manufacturer  of 
the  noted  Canton  Clipper  Plow.  Since  the  day 
when  he  landed  in  this  place,  then  a  small  village, 
he  has  instituted  and  carried  to  successful  operation 
a  mammoth  business  enterprise,  has  materially  as- 
sisted in  the  upbuilding  of  the  flourishing  city,  and 
won  for  himself  a  comfortalile  fortune.  These 
results  have  left  him  the  same  unostentatious  and 
kindly  man  he  was  before  Fortune  had  smiled 
upon  him.  To  the  men  empl(.>yed  in  the  establish- 
ment he  is  a  sympathizing  friend,  possessing  their 
confidence  in  a  remarkable  degree.  He  is  the  old- 
est continuous  plow  manufacturer  in  the  entire 
Northwest. 

Mr.  Parlin  was  born  in  Acton,  Mass.,  Januar}' 
21,  1817,  being  the  fouith  of  five  children  born  to 
Wainer  and  Lydia  (Davis)  Parlin.  His  pnrents 
were  natives  of  the  same  countj'  as  himself  and  the 


fathers  of  each  were  Revolutionary  soldiers.  A 
cousin  of  Grandfather  Davis,  one  Capt.  Davis,  was 
the  first  officer  killed  at  Concord.  The  Parlins  are 
of  Pingiish  descent.  AVarner  Parlin  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  of  considerable  prominence  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  home.  He  passed  his  days  in  the 
old  Bay  State,  dying  about  the  year  1838  in  the 
sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  also  breathed 
lur  last  in  her  native  State.  Of  their  children  he 
of  whom  we  write  and  an  elder  brother  arc  all 
that  survive. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  farm, 
pursuing  the  advantages  open  to  him  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Having  no  taste  for  agriculture,  he 
determined  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and 
in  his  seventeenth  j-ear  entered  upon  an  apprentice- 
ship. By  the  time  he  became  of  age  he  had 
mastered  all  departments  of  the  business  and  was 
ready  to  begin  work  as  a  journeyman.  He  traveled 
throughout  his  own  State  and  then  drifted  west  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  stopping  for  a  lime  and  working  at 
his  trade.  After  settling  his  bills  he  started  North 
on  a  steamboat,  arriving  at  Copperas  Creek  Land- 
ing on  the  Illinois  River  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
1840.  After  paying  his  passage  his  finances  were 
reduced  to  twenty-five  cents  which  he  expended  in 
reaching  Canton.  He  little  dreamed  of  what  awaited 
him  in  the  village  that  he  entered  with  a  kit  con- 
sisting of  three  hammers  tied  up  in  a  leathern 
apron. 

Mr.  Parlin  at  once  applied  for  work  and  was  em- 
ployed by  R.  C.  Cultoii.  His  first  work  was  done 
on  Monday  morning,  July  6.  Mr.  Emry  went 
to  the  shop  to  get  a  froe  made  for  splitting  lath  to 
plaster  on,  wishing  it  to  be  about  half  the  size  of  a 
cooper's  froe.  Mr.  Culton  had  a  job  on  hand  and 
as  Mr.  Emry  was  in  a  hurry,  asked  his  new  journey- 
man if  he  could  make  the  utensil.  The  prompt 
reply  was,  "  I  will  try,  sir."  Selecting  a  suitable 
piece  of  iron  and  getting  his  fire  in  shape  he  drew 
and  turned  the  eye,  with  the  next  heat  shaped  the 
froe  nearlj-  half  way.  and  with  the  third  finished  it. 
Mr.  Emry,  who  was  himself  a  blacksmith,  always 
declared  that  it  was  the  quickest  and  most  mechani- 
cal piece  of  work  he  had  ever  seen  done.  He  then 
and  there  predicted  a  successful  future  for  the 
young    stiiinger.       The  implement  then  made  by 
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our  subject  was  piesenteri  to  him  by  a  son  of  its 
original  owner  on  July  4,  1890,  wben  friends 
galhererl  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  bis 
arrival  in  Canton. 

After  working  for  Mr.  Culton  a  year,  young 
Parlin  was  taken  into  partnership  by  him.  the 
connection  continuing  two  years  and  being  then 
riissolved  by  mutual  consent.  IMr.  Parliu  then 
started  in  business  on  his  own  account,  his  first 
shop  being  a  verj'  cheap  one,  scarcely  more  than  a 
shed,  but  unler  its  humble  roof  he  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  the  present  magnificent  Canton  Plow  Works. 
At  first  he  devoted  himself  to  general  blacksmith- 
ing  during  the  summer  and  to  making  a  few  plows 
in  the  winter,  hammering  the  moldboard  by  hand 
out  of  wrought  iron.  He  also  made  other  tools 
needed  by  the  farmers,  proving  himself  quite  a 
benefactor  to  the  community  in  those  early  days. 
As  his  business  increased  he  built  a  brick  shop 
which  is  still  standing  and  in  use  as  a  pare  of  his 
present  works.  In  1873  the  large  three-story  brick 
building,  260x300  feet  in  dimensions,  was  erected, 
furnished  witli  an  engine  of  125-horse  power  and 
various  kinds  of  machinery  ailapted  for  the  busi- 
ness. 

The  establishment  at  [iresent  furnishes  employ- 
ment for  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  Canton  Clipper  Plow 
has  been  sold  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world 
and  has  been  shipped  in  quite  a  number  to  the 
British  possessions,  also  to  Mexico  and  South  Amer- 
ica. Although  this  iini)lement  is  the  most  noted 
of  the  manufactures  of  the  company',  their  cultiva- 
tors and  harrows  also  bear  a  good  reputation.  Five 
traveling  salesmen  are  kept  on  the  road  obtaining 
orders!  In  1853  Mr.  Parlin  took  W.  J.  Orendorff 
in  as  a  partner  and  in  1867  the  firm  was  merged 
into  an  incorporated  company  under  the  State  laws. 
U|ion  the  reorganization  William  Parlin  became 
President,  W.  J.  Orendorflf  Vice  President  and 
Treasurer,  and  AV.  H.  Parlin  Secretary. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Orion  Township 
January  7,  1845,  Mr.  Parlin  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Caroline  Orendorff,  daughter  of  John 
Orendorflf,  Esq.,  who  came  to  this  county  in  1825, 
from  Soutii  Carolina.  She  is  a  sister  of  W.  J. 
Orendorff   of    the    Plow    Company.      During    the 


many  years  in  which  she  has  been  the  honored 
companion  of  our  subject  she  has  been  worthily 
carrying  out  her  obligations  as  a  wife  and  mother 
and  fulfilling  the  duties  she  owes  to  society.  She 
and  her  husband  have  had  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Artemus  F.,  the  first-born, 
has  been  removed  from  them  by  death.  The  only 
son  now  living  is  the  Secretary  and  Manager  of 
the  company.  Clara  E.,the  tliird  child,  is  yet  with 
her  parents;  Alice  C,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Ingcrsoll,  a  dealer  in  lumber  in  Canton. 

Mr.  Parlin  has  filled  several  offices  of  trust,  hav- 
ing been  Supervisor  of  Canton  Townshi[i.  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  one  term,  and  of  the 
School  Board  for  a  much  more  extended  period. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  proud 
of  the  fact  that  his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  the  Whig  candidate,  William  Henry  Harrison, 
and  that  he  has  lived  to  see  a  grandson  of  that 
official  filling  the  same  exalted  station.  He  is  a 
member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  734,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  was  President  of  the  Masonic  Mutual 
Benefit  Society  for  twelve  years.  His  attractive 
residence  with  its  beautiful  grounds  is  pointed  out 
to  every  visitor  of  the  city 'as  the  home  of]a  man 
whom  all  delight  to  honor,  joining  in  the  wish  ex- 
pressed on  I  he  anniversary  of  his  advent  Into  the 
county — that  many  more  maj-  bo  allotted  him  be- 
fore his  life's  work  is  complete. 


^I<^^ 


^  IVILLIAM  T.  GENTLE.  There  is  not  a 
\r\J//  more  successful  resident  of  Fairvicw 
^^  Townshii)  than  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
who  is  widely  known  as  the  successful  owner  of 
fine  Shropshire  sheep.  His  estate  is  peculiarly 
well  adapted  to  stock-raising,  and  he  has  been  in 
that  business  during  the  years  intervening  between 
boyhood  and  the  present  date.  At  this  writing  he 
has  on  hand  about  three  hundred  thoroughbreds 
and  high  grades.  He  received  his  start  from 
George  Allen,  of  Allerton.  111. 

Mr.  Gentle  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
about  four  miles  from  Cincinnati.  His  jjarenls 
came  to  this  State  in  1855.  settling  in   Farmington 
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Township.  Thp  father  died  in  1879,  at  tlie  age  of 
fifty-five;  the  inotlier  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject,  being  now  sixty- threes-ears 
of  age.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  viz: 
AVilliam  T.;  Jolm  W.,  wiio  resides  in  Iowa,  mar- 
ried Miss  Lou  Terwilliger  of  London  Mills,  111.; 
Hester  A.,  who  married  L.  C.  Johnson,  died  .at  her 
home  iu  Iowa,  leaving  three  children;  Tliomas  E. 
makes  his  home  in  Prescott,  Iowa. 

Our  subject's  parents  and  all  the  children  with  the 
exception  of  William  T.  moved  to  Creslon,  Iowa 
in  1876  and  there  the  father  died  in  1879.  The 
the  mother  returned  to  live  with  our  subject.  The 
birth  of  Mr.  Gciitle  took  place  September  24,  1846, 
and  he  was  only  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  Illinois.  His  education  was  received  partly  in 
tliis  State  and  partly  in  Ohio,  and  he  reached 
man's  estate  on  his  father's  farm  in  Farmington 
Township.  In  1869  Mr.  Gentle  married  Miss 
America  A.  Smith,  the  sixtli  child  of  Jonathan 
Smith,  deceased,  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  who 
erer  resided  in  Fairview  Township.  Her  brother, 
Foster  G.  Smith,  is  represented  in  another  part  of 
this  Album.  Hep  birth  occurred  in  Fairview 
Township  wliere  the  most  of  her  birth  was  passed. 
She  attended  school  at  Yates  City.  Of  their  union 
have  been  born  three  children,  viz:  Lacie  O.,  Min- 
nie A.  and  Mattie  F.  Misses  Lacie  and  Minnie  A. 
are  students  at  the  State  Normal  at  Blooraington, 
thus  fitting  themselves  to  enjoy  the  wealth  and 
comforts  of  their  beautiful  home  in  the  highest 
possible  manner,  and  to  add  sunshine  to  an  already 
hnppy  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  valuable  land  on  sec- 
tion 26.  He  is  a  member  <^f  the  Independent  Or- 
der Odd  of  Fellows  lodge  at  Fairview  and  has  been 
tlirough  the  chairs  in  same,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  lodge.  l\Irs.  Gentle  and 
lier  two  eldest  daughters  are  members  of  the 
Daughters  of  Rebecca  lodge  in  Fairview  Town- 
ship, and  Mrs.  Gentle  is  holding  tlie  Noble  Grand 
Chair  for  the  secon<I  term.  Both  our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Providence  Chapel, 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  former  is 
Trustee.  The  entire  family  are  active  workers  for 
the   Sunday-school  and   other  worthy  causes   that 


benefit  and  advance  the  Interests  of  luimanity.  He 
believes  in  protection  to  American  industries.  Mr. 
Gentle  has  had  possession  of  his  present  farm  for 
three  years  and  it  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  sur- 
rounding country.  His  fame  and  popularity  have 
extended  much  beyond  the  limits  of  the  township 
and  his  genial,  cordial  manners  have  gained  him 
the  friendship  of  all  wliohave  been  associated  with 
him  either  in  commercial  or  social  circles. 

RENUS  T.  SCUDDER.  There  is  in  the  de- 
velopment of  every  successful  life  a  lesson  to 
/l\  every  one;  for  if  a  man  is  industriously  ambi- 
tious and  honorable  in  his  ambition,  he  will  un- 
doubtedly rise  to  a  position  of  prominence,  whether 
having  the  prestige  of  family  and  wealth,  or  the 
obscurity  of  poverty.  We  are  led  to  these  reflec- 
tions in  reviewing  the  life  of  Mr.  Scudder,  who  is 
a  dealer  in  drugs  and  toilet  articles  in  Farmington. 
He  has  attained  his  present  enviable  position  as  a 
competent  and  popular  druggist  by  indomitable) 
energy  and  a  laudable  desire  to  reach  the  top  round 
of  the  ladder  of  fortune. 

At  present  Mr.  Scudder  is  engaged  in  a  flourish- 
ing business,  and  owns  in  addition  to  his  elegant 
store,  a  residence  on  East  Street,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  city.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent 
taste  and  fine  personal  appeaiance,  and  has  many 
warm  friends  in  the  community  where  he  makes  his 
home.  He  has  engaged  in  his  present  business 
since  September,  1889,  and  is  doing  a  flourishing 
trade.  In  addition  to  his  drug  business  Mr. 
Scudder  is  well  posted  in  the  management  of  tele- 
phone lines  and  fixtures,  having  charge  of  the 
telephone  oflSce,  which  is  located  in  the  back  part 
of  his  large  store. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  New  York 
fetate,  August  8,  1851,  and  his  parents  were  John 
T.  and  Sarah  A.  (Taft)  Scudder,  natives  of  New 
York.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  his  father  being  a  physician  of 
considerable  talent,  our  subject  had  an  inherited 
tendency  toward  the  studi'  of  medicine,  and  was 
thus  prepared  to   become  an  excellent  pharmacist. 
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In  1881  he  opened  a  drug-store  in  Farmington, 
and  for  seven  years  continued  to  do  a  first-class 
business.  Selling  out  his  interest  in  1888,  he 
worked  for  two  years  in  the  Nebraska  Telephone 
Exchange. 

As  before  stated  the  father  of  our  subject  was  an 
expert  in  the  "healing  art,"  and  after  settling  in 
Prairie  City,  III.,  in  1853,  continued  to  practice  his 
chosen  profession  and  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice.  His  death  occurred  there  in  August, 
1867,  after  he  had  attained  his  forty-fifth  year. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  and  is  over  sixty 
years  of  age.  She  bore  her  husband  ten  children, 
of  whom  six  survive,  viz.:  Irenus  T.,  our  subject; 
Albert  D.,  Miner  R.,  Ida  M.,  John  L.  and  Clem- 
ent V. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  our  sub- 
ject was  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated 
February  4,  1885,  with  Mrs.  Caroline  Negly,  of 
Farmington.  Mrs.  Scudder  is  a  most  estimable 
woman,  a  devoted  wife  and  a  good  neighbor.  She 
was  born  December  26,  1846,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  M.  A.  and  C.  Brown,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Scudder  is  a  strong  Democrat  in  his 
political  opinions;  socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  universally  conceded  to 
be  a  business  man  of  unusual  ability. 


zp^EORGE  BURNETT  is  noted  for  his  indus- 
.'11  (—,  trious  habits  and  enterprising  spirit,  and  is 
^^(|j  the  oldest  settler  of  Fairvie  w  Township  who 
is  engaged  in  any  active  pursuit.  AVhen  only  five 
years  of  age  he  was  brought  to  this  county  by  his 
parents,\Villiam  and  Sarah(Poland)Burnett,  hut  his 
birth  occurred  in  Harrison  County,  W.  Va.,  April 
19,  1830.  The  trip  from  Virginia  to  this  State  was 
made  in  1835,  in  a  wagon  pulled  by  three  horses. 
The  parents  sought  a  new  home  and  found  it  in  Ful- 
ton County,  III.,  where  the  father  bought  a  claim 
with  a  cahin  on  it  for  $100.  He  entered  the  land 
from  the  Government  and  at  once  started  to  work 
to  improve  it.  They  went  to  Ellisville  to  mill  and 
the  country  around  was  in  a  purely  primeval  state. 
The  first  school  our  subject  attended  was  where 


Lyons  graveyard  is  now  located,  and  he  can  give  a 
most  interesting  description  of  this  country  in  its 
pioneer  da3'S  when  game  abounded  on  ever}'  side 
having  seen  fourteen  or  fifteen  deer  in  a  herd  many 
a  time.  Breaking  up  and  clearing  land  and  farm- 
ing engnged  his  time  and  attention  from  an  early 
period  in  life.  He  has  turned  acres  of  the  virgin 
sod  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  has  had  a  long  and 
prosperous  career  as  an   agriculturist. 

Mr.  Burnett  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss  Abigail 
Barbee,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Lucinda  (Mer- 
ris)  Barbee,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Canada  re- 
spectively. Her  parents  were  married  in  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born,  and  later  moved  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  Scott  County  and  in  1853  coming  to 
Fulton  County.  Mrs.  Burnett  was  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age  when  she  was  married  and  to 
her  and  our  subject  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: John  F.  married  Miss  Eliza  Pratt,  who  died 
in  1888  leaving  four  children;  he  is  now  in  charge 
of  the  home  farm;  Eliza  E.,  married  Henry  Rist 
and  lived  in  Fremont  County,  Iowa,  where  she 
died  in  1880  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Mary 
C.  died  when  seventeen  years  cf  age;  Clymena  R. 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  T.  Gourle3%  anil  has  one  child, 
Blanche  R.  Mr.  Burnett  has  noted  with  great  sat- 
isfaction all  the  improvements  in  the  way  of  farm 
machinery  and  the  general  progress  throughout  his 
county.  He  is  opposed  to  secret  societies  and 
gives  strict  attention  to  his  business  in  which  he 
has  met  with  marked  success.  He  is  also  giving 
much  attention  to  stock-raising  and  is  very  proud 
of  his  horses.  The  principal  part  of  his  wealth  has 
been  accumulated  in  the  pork  producing  industry. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  re- 
ligiously, he  and  his  estimable  wife  belong  to  the 
United  Brethren  Church. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  native  of  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  left  that  country  when  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  coming  to  the  United  States 
and  settling  in  Virginia  where  he  married  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  They  came  to  Illinois  from 
Virginia  in  1835  and  were  numbereil  among  the  pio- 
neers of  Fairview  Township,  locating  on  section  18. 
The  mother  died  in  1859  when  fifty  seven  years  of 
age  and  the  father  in  1862  when  sixty-one  years 
old.     To  them   were   born   twelve   children:     viz: 
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Rachel,  who  married  John  Roberts,  died  at  Ipava 
leaving  five  children;  Elizabeth,  who  married  John 
llubaiiks,  lived  in  Iowa.  She  died  at  the  home  of 
her  father  leaving  six  children;  John,  who  resides 
in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  married  Charlotte  Johnson 
and  has  had  thirteen  children ;  George  is  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch;  Martin  died  in  infancy;  Mary, 
wlio  married  Reuben  Ilungerford,  lives  in  Metrop- 
olis, III.;  James  lives  in  Fairview  Township,  of 
wliich  he  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers.  He  was 
twice  married;  Margaret  died  when  twenty-three 
years  of  age;  Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Sampson,  lives  in  Warren  County,  III.,  and  is  the 
mother  of  seven  children;  Martha,  was  the  wife  of 
Alex.  Phillippi,  and  at  her  death  left  two  children; 
Aiiettie  is  the  wife  of  Wm.  Boden.  of  Sacramento, 
C'al.,  and  has  two  children;  William,  who  married 
Neosha  Davis,  died  in    1888    when    forty   years  of 


OSEPH  VINTON  HARRIS,  M.  D.  The 
city  of  Canton  is  not  without  her  share  of 
members  of  tlie  learned  professions,  who  are 
(^^  a  credit  to  the  pursuit  thej'  have  chosen  and 
to  the  town  itself.  Among  those  who  have  taken 
up  the  calling  of  a  medical  practitioner  is  Dr. 
Harris  who  devotes  himself  assiduously  to  his  prac- 
tice and  the  scientific  investigations  which  will  en- 
hance his  professional  knowledge  and  skill.  He  is 
well  established  in  reputation  as  a  physician  and  is 
recognized  as  among  the  able  practitioners  of  Cen- 
tral Illinois. 

Before  outlining  the  life  liistory  of  our  subject  it 
may  be  well  to  make  a  brief  record  regarding  liis 
parents.  His  fathf.r,  Colbert  Harris,  was  born  in 
Prince  George's  County,  Md.,  July  30,  1798.  In 
1826  he  located  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  on  a 
tract  of  land  which  he  leased  for  ten  years.  He 
cleared  and  cultivated  it  until  the  exi)iration  of  his 
lease,  when  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Monrop  County  and  removing  thither  resided 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  24, 
IH.iS.  He  left  a  widow  and  eleven  children.  Of 
the  latter  six  only   are  now  living.     The   mother 


died  in  March,  1853.  She  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Catherine  E.  Crupper,  and  was  born  in  Leesburg, 
Loudoun  County,  V.i.  July  8,  1808. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  the 
sixth  son  of  his  parents  and  was  born  in  Monroe 
County,  Ohio,  October  22,  1839.  He  entered  the 
common  schools  and  further  advanced  his  knowl- 
edge by  an  attendance  at  Fairview  (Olii(j)  Acad- 
emy. He  then  turned  to  teaching  as  a  temporary 
expedient,  continuing  to  make  his  home  in  Fair- 
view  and  pursuing  his  peaceful  pedagogical  labors 
in  the  country.  In  1860  he  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  T.  McPherson  of 
Cambridge.  Ohio,  and  in  due  time  took  his  first 
course  of  lectures  at  the  medical  college  in  Cleve- 
land. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  the 
Doctor  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  November  7, 
1861,  as  he  considered  his  duty  to  his  country  par- 
amount to  his  desire  to  become  a  physician.  He 
was  enrolled  in  Company  H,  Sixty  fifth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, Col.  Charles  G.  Harker  commanding.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, under  command  of  Gen.  Buell,  and  became  a 
part  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps.  His  regiment 
took  part  in  a  number  of  the  most  noted  coiitticls 
of  the  war,  among  them  being  Shiloh,  Holly 
Springs,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  The  interven- 
ing time  was  spent  in  skirmishing,  marching  and 
the  various  important,  although  monotonous,  duties 
of  campaign  life. 

At  Decatur,  Ala.,  in  the  fall  of  1864,  Dr.  Harris 
was  shot  in  the  hip.  and  from  the  effects  of  the 
wound  he  was  kei)t  at  Howard  Hospital  in  Nash- 
ville for  three  months.  He  then  rejoined  his  reg- 
iment, serving  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  was 
mustered  out  Jlay  12,  1865.  He  had  been  pro- 
moted from  the  ranks  to  the  position  of  Hospital 
Steward  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  in  which  po- 
sitions he  was  enabled  to  relieve  suffering  and  aid 
in  restoring  his  comrades  to  health,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  gained  an  experience  which  has  been 
of  great  value  to  him  in  later  years. 

After  his  discharge  Dr.  Harris  returned  to  Ohio, 
but  the  same  fall  rcilioved  to  Canton  where  lie  pur- 
sued his  practice  about  five  years.   He  thou  I'Utered 
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Rush  Medical  College  in  Chicago  and  after  com- 
pleting his  second  course  of  lectures  was  graduated 
in  1871.  He  resumed  his  professional  labors  in 
Canton  and  has  long  been  considered  a  permanent 
member  of  the  fraternity  here. 

October  19,  1865,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  cele- 
brated between  Dr.  Harris  and  Miss  Ellen  S.  Platt- 
enburg.  at  that  time  a  resident  of  this  city.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Perry  and  Ellen  S.  (Doddridge) 
Plattenburg,  and  was  born  in  Wellsburg,  Va.,  her 
mother  also  being  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
She  came  to  this  State  with  her  parents  when  quite 
young  and  grew  to  maturity  here,  receiving  a  good 
education  and  a  careful  home  training.  Her  union 
with  our  subject  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
two  children — Ellen  E.  and  Joseph  Perry. 

Dr.  Harris  belongs  to  the  State  Medical  Society 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Lewistown  Board  of  Exam- 
ining Surgeons  for  pensions.  He  l)i:longs  to  Morn- 
ing Star  Lodge,  No.  734,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  has 
attained  the  Thirty-second  degree  of  the  Ancient 
Scottish  Rite  Masonry.  Politically,  he  is,  and 
always  has  been,  an  earnest  and  stanch  Republican. 
His  pleasant  home  in  the  midst  of  agreeable  sur- 
roundings is  one  of  the  notable  centers  of  the 
social  life  of  the  cultured  society  of  the  city. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  review  we 
are  pleased  to  present,  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  a 
lithographic  portrait  of  Dr.  Harris. 


€\  HARLES  C.  EHRENHART  is  prosperously 
^  conducting  in  J,ewistown  an  extensive  ag- 
f/  ricultural  implement  business.  He  owns  the 
handsome  brick  block,  a  large  building  42x80  feet 
in  dimensions,  on  South  Main  Street,  where  he  is 
established,  and  he  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the 
city. 

Our  subject  is  a  Bavarian  by  birth,  born  in  the 
German  Fatherland  in  the  month  of  November, 
1850.  His  father,  Micliael  Ehrenhart,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  locality  as  himself,  and  a  son  of  one 
Mathew  Ehrenhart,  the  latter  having  been  burn  in 
Austria  and  going  from  there  to  Bavaria  during 
the  time  of  the  Austrian  Revolution,  spending  the 


remainder  of  his  life  there.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  when 
a  young  man  entered  the  army  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  Germany,  and  for  nine  or  ten  years 
served  as  a  soldier.  In  1866  he  came  to  America 
with  his  eight  children,  setting  sail  from  Rotterdam 
in  the  month  of  October,  and  lauding  at  New  York 
the  following  January.  He  came  to  Illinois,  and 
for  a  time  lived  in  Rio  Townshi[),  Knox  County. 
At  the  expiration  of  three  years  he  removed  from 
there  to  Galesburg.  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  the  en- 
suing seven  years.     He  still  resides  in  that  city. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Susannah  Lantz,  and  she  was  also  of  Bavarian 
birth.  She  died  in  Bavaria  in  1863  or  1864,  and 
her  death  was  a  serious  loss  to  her  famil}-.  She 
and  her  husband  reared  eight  children,  named 
Phillip,  Charles,  Amelia,  Mathew,  Frank,  Martha, 
Fred  and  Mary. 

The  son  of  whom  this  skotcli  is  written  was 
carefully  trained  by  his  worthy  parents  in  all  that 
goes  to  make  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen  ;  and 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place,  which  he 
attended  most  of  the  time  quite  steadily  till  he  came 
to  America  in  1866,  he  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation. The  first  two  or  tlirce  years  after  his 
arrival  in  this  country  he  w.as  employed  on  the  farm 
with  his  father  in  Knox  County.  We  next  hear  of 
him  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  Galesburg,  and 
his  six  j-ears  experience  in  that  capacity  in  that 
place  proved  of  invaluable  service  to  him,  and  there 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  career  as  a  business 
man.  His  next  employment  was  as  agent  for  sew- 
ing machines  in  Iowa.  He  spent  three  seasons  there 
very  profitably,  and  then  located  permanently  in 
Lewistown  in  the  month  of  September,  1877.  Here 
he  engaged  in  the  butchering  business,  continuing 
in  that  some  six  years.  After  that  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  lumber  trade,  and  one  year  later 
added  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements,  and  is 
still  conducting  the  implement  business,  which  he 
has  extended  greatly,  and  is  in  receipt  of  a  good 
income  from  that  source. 

Mr.  Ehrenhart  and  Miss  Eliza  Brookmeier  united 
their  lives  and  fortunes  January  5,  1877,  and  their 
marriage   has  been   productive  of  much    domestic 
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felicity.  Four  children,  Lillie,  Amelia,  i Annie  and 
Clifton,  complete  their  pleasant  home  circle.  Mrs. 
Ehreniiart  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  Brooknieier,  a  native  of  Wurtemburs;,  Ger- 
many, and  a  pioneer  of  Iowa.  She  is  a  sincere 
Christian  and  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churcii. 

Mr.  P^hrenhart  is  an  ambitions,  wide-awake  man, 
whose  capabilities,  industry  and  methodical  business 
habits  have  been  the  making  of  him,  and  given  him 
good  financial  standing  in  this  community.  He 
belongs  to  Lewistown  Lodge,  No.  335,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
•and  to  Commonwealth  Lodge,  No.  61.  M.  A. 

Jn  AMES  GRIGGS  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
of  Fulton  County,  to  which  be  came  as  early 
as  the  year  1829.  Long  years  of  merito- 
rious conduct  in  private  and  public  life  have 
won  for  him  a  reputation  which  is  the  choicest 
heritage  he  can  leave  to  his  posterity  when  called 
from  time  to  eternity.  He  is  the  owner  and  occu- 
pnnt  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  finel}' 
ini|)roved  land  on  section  1,  Orion  Townsliip,  and 
is  classed  among  tliose  who  make  of  agriculture 
both  an  art  and  a  science.  He  combines  qualities 
of  two  prominent  nationalities,  being  of  German  an- 
cestry in  the  paternal  line  and  French  in  the  ma- 
ternal. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  and  Sarah 
(Harker)  Griggs,  removed  from  the  Empire  State 
to  Peoria  County,  111.,  in  1829.  The  country  to 
whicii  they  had  come  was  full  of  Indians  and  they 
endured  many  trials  from  the  savages,  particularly 
after  tlie  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  in  1830. 
The  father  was  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812. 
The  parents  were  rewarded  for  all  their  trials  and 
privations  by  seeing  tiieir  family  grow  to  honored 
manhood  and  womanhood.  The  circle  comprised 
eight  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Har\ey 
married  Elizabeth  Long,  now  deceased,  and  makes 
his  liome  in  Peoria  County ;  Pruella  married  Will- 
iam Tliurston,  their  home  being  in  Elmwood,  Peo- 
ria County;  Mary  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  her 
brother  James  of  this  notice;  Franklin  D.  married 


Deborah  Largent  and  lives  in  Farmington;  Asen- 
eth,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  George 
Champ;  Susan,  also  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
William  Bown;  Jeremiah  married  Eunice  Yaw 
and  lives  at  Oak  Hill,  Peoria  County. 

The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  June  10,  1819. 
After  reaching  maturit3'  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Bown  who  died  within  a  year 
after  their  marriage.  He  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  his  present  wife,  formerly  Dulcona  E.  Mc- 
Mains,  in  1856  and  the  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  five  children.  The  first-born,  i5eorge 
W.,  married  Belle  Grunigor  and  lives  in  Peorif 
County;  Edwin  E.  married  Maude  Frank,  Ihei: 
home  being  in  this  township;  Mary  Ann  became 
the  wife  of  Frank  Jacobs  a  resident  of  Peoria 
County;  Susan,  is  unmarried  and  is  still  making 
her  home  under  the  parental  roof  and  engaged  in 
the  profession  of  teaching.  All  the  children  have 
been  given  good  educations  and  three  have  been 
engaged  in  teaching. 

Mr.  Griggs  and  the  various  members  of  his 
family  take  a  great  interest  in  educational  matters 
which  he  has  assisted  as  a  School  Director  for  over 
twenty-five  years.  His  first  Presidential  vote  vvas 
cast  for  Martin  Van  Buren  and  for  years  he  hasad- 
iiered  to  the  doctrines  of  Democracy  as  firmly  as 
wiien  he  first  adapted  them.  He  is  a  Baptist  in  his 
reliifious  faith. 


<jf/  ESSE  HEYLIN,  editor  of  the  Lewistown 
Lance,  a  weekly  paper  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Republican  party  and  the  people, 
is  a  native  of  this  county  and  is  one  of  whom 
it  may  well  be  proud,  for,  though  he  is  a  young 
uaan,  he  has  already  won  his  way  to  distinction  as  a 
journalist  of  signal  abilit}-. 

Farmers  Township  is  the  place  of  the  birth  of 
our  subject  and  December  15,  i860,  the  date  of 
that  important  event  in  his  life.  His  father,  Henry 
Heylin,  was  of  English  birth  and  antecedents,  the 
city  of  London  the  place  of  his  nativity.  His 
father,  whose   name    was    Joseph  Heylin.    was  also 
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born  in  that  great  metropolis.  He  was  a  silk  man- 
ufacturer and  carried  on  that  business  in  London 
some  years.  He  came  to  America  before  the  war, 
located  at  first  in  Fulton  County,  where  he  resided 
for  a  time,  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  New 
York  City,  wiiere  his  remaining  days  were  passec). 
He  reared  four  children,  who  were  named,  Joseph 
G.,  iSIary,  William  and  Henr\-.  Mary  died  in  Lon- 
don when  quite  3'oung.  and  Joseph  still  resides 
there.  William  and  Henry  came  to  this  country, 
and  William  engaged  in  the  silk  and  tassel  business 
in  New  York  City  and  there  died. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  London,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1840.  He  located  in  New  York  City,and  soon 
became  a  sailor,  followed  the  sea  some  years  in  a 
whaling  vessel,  and  during  the  Mexican  War  was 
in  the  marine  service.  After  that  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois and  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  Ber- 
nadotte  Township.  After  a  few  years  he  removed 
to  Farmers  Township  where  he  dwelt  until  death 
rounded  out  his  life  April  29,  188G.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Eliza  L.  McQueen.  She  was 
born  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;her  father,  John  McQueen 
was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  a  farmer  of 
that  place.  He  removed  from  New  York  to  Mis- 
souri and  settled  near  Jefferson  City  where  he 
bought  land  and  improved  a  good  farm,  which  re- 
mained his  home  until  his  death.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  the  grandmotiier  of  our  subject, 
was  Mary  Scott.  She  was  born  in  New  York  City 
and  spent  her  last  years  at  the  home  of  lier  son-in- 
law  in  Missouri.  The  mother  of  our  subject  resides 
in  Farmers  Township.  She  reared  four  children, 
John,  Ellen,  Joseph  and  Jesse.  Joseph  died  at  the 
age  of  twentj'-six  years ;  John  lives  in  Frontier 
County,  Neb.;  Ellen  married  George  Carrison, 
since  deceased  and  lives  in  Farmers  Township. 

Jesse  Heylin,  of  wliom  we  write,  was  given  Ids 
first  schooling  in  the  home  district  and  his  learn- 
ing was  further  advanced  by  his  attendance  at  the 
Normal  School  at  Macomb,  and  later  ho  pursued  a 
course  of  study  at  Jennings  Seminary  at  Aurora. 
He  thus  obtained  a  sound  bnsis  for  his  future  pro- 
fessional career.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  com- 
menced teaching,  and  was  thus  quite  steadily 
enjiaged    for  the   three  ensuing    years,    lu  ISWT   lie 


went  to  Garden  City,  Kan.  as  a  proof  reader  and 
night  reporter  on  the  Garden  City  Daily  Sentinel. 
Five  months  later,  so  well  appreciated  were  his  ser- 
vices, he  was  appointed  city  editor  of  that  sheet, 
which  position  ho  held  until  he  resigned  it  in  1888. 
He  then  returned  home  and  commenced  teaching, 
continuing  thus  employed  one  year.  August  2, 
1889,  Mr.  Heylin  established  the  Lewislown  Lance, 
a  carefully  edited  paper  issued  weekly',  having  its 
full  share  of  patronage  from  the  reading  public. 

Energy,  patience  and  perseverance  have  accora- 
jilished  their  good  work  in  the  efforts  of  our  subject 
to  establish  a  newspaper  that  shall  be  readable  and 
justify  its  claim  as  a  wide-awake,  public-spirited 
journal  of  sound  literary  merit,  and  a  pure  family 
paper,  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind  published  iu  tin's 
part  of  Illinois. 


e  HESTER  B.  CHURCHILL,  a  well-known 
farmer  of  Joshua  Township,  is  classed 
^^  among  the  pioneers  of  this  county  who 
have  done  good  service  in  advancing  its  agricultu- 
ral development.  He  is  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  was  born  in  1824.  He  came  to 
Fulton  County  in  1837,  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the 
pioneers  whom  he  found  working  zealously  to  pro- 
mote the  growtii  of  this  section  of  the  country, 
lie  entered  at  ihat  time  his  present  homestead 
on  which  he  has  resided  for  more  than  forty  years. 
He  has  evolved  a  fine  farm  from  the  wild  tract  of 
land  that  he  purchased  from  the  Goverment,  has 
it  under  excellent  improvement,  and  [irovided  with 
good  buildings. 

Prior  to  coming  to  this  State,  Mr.  Churchill  was 
married  in  1847  to  Miss  Catherine  M.  Purkle,  who 
has  been  a  devoted  helpmate  and  an  active  assist- 
ant in  the  i)it)neer  labors  of  her  huyband.  Nine 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Har- 
riett, Mildon,  Chester,  Leonard,  Washington. 
George,  William,  Stephen  and  Kate.  Of  these  the 
following  are  deceased:  Mildon,  Chester,  Leonard, 
Washington,  George  and  William.  Stephen  is  a 
resident  of  Joshua  Township;  Kate  married  HoniPr 
Randolph,  and   lives    in   Canton   Township.      Mrs. 
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Clmrchill  is  a  zealous  and  active  worker  in  the 
Ciiiistian  Cliiircii,  of  which  she  is  a  devoted 
uicmboi. 

In  pioneer  times  Mr.  Churchill  was  widely-  known 
as  one  of  the  best  mnsicians  in  this  part  of  the 
countrj'.  His  services  were  in  constant  demand  to 
play  the  violin  for  country  dances,  as  the  young 
people  would  rather  have  "old  Church,"'  as  they 
calleil  him.  than  any  one  else,  and  lie  would  be 
called  to  go  even  as  far  as  Peoria  to  furnish  music 
for  parlies.  His  children  have  inherited  his  musical 
gifts  and  are  well-trained  musicians.  Our  subject 
cMSt  his  rlrst  b,allot  in  this  county,  and  ha.s  always 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  educational  matters  and  has  been  Di- 
rector of  schools  in  his  own  township  for  over 
twenty  years.  At  one  time  he  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Grange  when  that   order  was  flour- 


ci 


'  AMES  K.  WELCH,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  most 
eminent  physicians  practicing  his  profession 
within  the  limits  of  this  count}^  and  he  is 
also  closely  connected  with  its  business  in- 
terests as  a  druggist  in  Cuba,  his  place  of  residence, 
and  with  its  public  life  as  Chairman  of  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  Nelson  C'ount}%  Ky., 
born  September  4,  1845.  His  father,  James  W.,  was 
also  a  native  of  Kentucky  as  was  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Swazey.  The}'  married  and 
lived  in  that  State  until  1848,  and  then  touk  up 
their  residence  among  the  pioneers  of  McDonough 
County,  this  State,  where  they  remained  until  their 
death;  the  mother  died  in  1856  and  the  father  in 
1878.  At  one  lime  he  was  engaged  in  business  at 
Blandinsville. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  eighteen  children  of  whom 
eight  are  now  living.  When  four  years  old  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Illinois  and  received  his 
elementary  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
McDonough  County.  During  his  youth  he  received 
a  severe  wound  which  prevented  his  entering  the 
army  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out.  He  bad  a  de- 
cided talent    for  medicine,  and  entered  upon   his 


studies  for  that  profession  with  enthusiasm,  w.is 
graduated  with  honor  from  the  Keokuk  Medieal 
College  in  the  class  of '65  and  is  a  line  cxi)onent  of 
the  Allopathic  school  of  medicine. 

After  leaving  college.  Dr.  Welch  established  him- 
self as  a  physician  in  Cuba,  and  for  twenty-four 
years  has  lieen  in  active  practice.  He  has  a  large 
patronage  that  extends  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
village  and  township,  having  an  experience  of 
twenty-five  years  in  this  locality  and  being  im- 
mensely popular  with  all  classes.  Seven  years  ago 
he  opened  a  drug  store  here  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Square,  a  year  ami  a  half  ago  removed  to  the 
northeast  corner  where  he  is  now  located,  his  ofiice 
lieing  in  the  store.  He  is  carrying  on  a  fine  busi- 
nes.s  and  has  here  a  well-stocked,  commodious 
store,  replete  with  all  the  appointments  of  the  best 
establishments  in  the  county. 

The  energy  of  our  subject  has  by  no  means 
been  confined  to  the  management  of  his  practice 
an<l  his  drug  business,  but  he  has  engaged  in  var- 
ious enterprises.  In  1878  he  opened  a  livery  stable 
and  for  some  time  managed  an  extensive  business. 
In  1868  he  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Putman  Township  and  carried  it  on 
by  proxy  for  several  j-ears  but  he  now  rents  both 
the  livery  barn  and  the  farm. 

Dr.  Welch  and  Miss  Malinda  Clayberg  were  mar- 
ried in  1868.  Their  wedded  life  was  happy  but  was 
too  soon  brought  to  a  close  by  the  earl^-  death  of 
Mrs.  Welch  in  1874.  She  left  two  children — Lucy 
B.  and  Maggie  M. — the  latter  of  whom  lives  with 
her  uncle  Dr.  P.  C.  Clayberg,  now  of  St  Louis. 
Our  subject  was  married  again  in  1878  to  Elizabeth 
E.  Wilson,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Margaret 
(Laswell)  Wilson,  who  were  among  the  oldest  pio- 
neer families  of  this  county.  Her  mother  died  in 
1884.  Her  father  still  survives  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years.  Mrs.  Welch  was  born  in  this  county  in 
1856  and  received  her  education  in  the  public 
schools.  She  is  a  fine  woman  in  every  respect,  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  her  husband  and  children 
and  knows  well  how  to  care  for  her  household. 
The  following  four  children  have  been  born  of  this 
marriage,  Roy,  Mamie,  James  W.,  and  Ethel   Fay. 

Prominent  in  the  meilical  world  and  in  the  busi- 
ness circles   of  this  part  of  Iliinpis,  Dr,  Welch  is 
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also  pre-eminent  in  its  public  life,  as  a  man  of  his 
progressive  mind,  executive  and  financial  ability 
is  needed  to  aid  in  the  guidance  of  civic  affairs  and 
he  has  held  many  offices  of  responsibility  with  dis- 
tinction, tie  has  been  a  member  of  tbe  Town 
Council  and  President  of  that  honorable  body  for 
years.  He  is  serving  his  sixth  term  as  one  of  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors,  representing  Putman 
Township,  and  is  now  acting  for  a  second  time  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  he  having  served  in  that 
capacity  in  1888.  He  has  always  been  a  Demo- 
crat and  stands  high  in  the  councils  of  his  party. 

In  1886  our  subject  was  appointed  United  Slates 
Examiner  of  Pensions  and  slill  retains  that  posi- 
tion by  request  of  the  old  soldiers  of  this  county, 
although  a  Republican  administration  is  at  the  head 
of  national  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Order  at  Cuba  and  has  been  Secretary  of  the 
same.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  of  Cuba,  is  identified  with  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen  and  is  Medical 
Examiner  and  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
and  also  of  the  Mutual  Aid  Society.  He  and  his 
wife  are  among  the  leading  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  which  he  has  been  a  Trustee,  and  she 
has  been  actively  identified  with  the  Sunday-school. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  SEATON.  Even 
cursory  view  of  tbe  business  establish- 
*^^^  ments  of  Canton  will  reveal  the  fact  tiiat 
they  are  in  charge  of  men  of  tact,  push  and 
good  judgment.  In  the  goods  upon  their  shelves, 
the  order  which  characterizes  them,  and  the  honor- 
able, courteous  way  in  which  patrons  are  treated, 
thej'  vie  with  those  of  much  larger  cities.  One  of 
these  flourishing  establishments  is  the  grocery  store 
of  our  subject,  who  carries  a  large  and  well-seUct- 
ed  stock,  and  occupies  a  favorable  location  on  the 
east  side  of  the  square. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Seaton,  was 
a  native  of  Germany,  whose  home  after  emigra- 
tion was  in  Tennessee.  There  James  Seaton,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared.     He 


removed  to  Indiana  about  1817,  there  marrying 
Winifred  Roberts.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, but  in  her  girlhood  had  accompanied  her 
father,  1  homas  Roberts,  to  the  Iloosier  State. 
James  Seaton  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  and 
made  the  Hoosier  State  his  home  during  all  of  his 
later  years.  His  widow  died  on  the  same  place  in 
1882,  full  of  years  and  honors.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  son  and  one 
daughter  being  now  deceased. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Crawford 
County,  Ind.,  near  Leavenworth,  May  9,  1833. 
His  early  boyhood  was  spent  in  attendance  at  the 
common  schools  near  his  home,  and  he  subsequently 
continued  his  studies  in  a  private  school  in  Ken- 
tucky, having  relatives  there  with  whom  he  could 
make  his  home.  When  about  eighteen  years  old 
he  began  his  mercantile  experience  as  a  clerk  in 
the  dry  goods  store  of  H.  F.  &  J.  W.  IngersoU,  in 
Canton,  ren'aining  in  the  establishment  five  years. 
He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  R.  B.  Under- 
wood, and  under  the  firm  name  of  Seaton  &  L'n- 
derwood  embarked  in  the  dry-goods  business.  The 
connectioh  continued  until  1862  when  the  business 
was  disposed  of,  and  Mr.  Seaton  became  a  partner 
with  A.  C.  Babcock,  the  new  firm  doing  an  exten- 
sive business  during  the  war,  and  continuing  some 
years  longer,  when  they  were  swept  out  by  fire, 
sustaining  a  heavy  loss.  The  firm  was  dissolved 
by  mutual  consent,  and  Mr.  Seaton  connected  him- 
self with  W.  B.  Gleason  &  Co.,  in  the  dry-goods 
business.  He  remained  an  attache  of  that  firm 
until  1885  when  he  opened  a  grocery  store  on  the 
south  side  of  the  square.  January  1,  1890,  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  site  with  increased  facilities 
to  accommodate  his  growing  trade. 

Mr.  Seaton  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  life 
comi»anion,  winning  Miss  Louisa  Culton,  daughter 
of  Robert  Culton  of  this  city.  The  marriage  rites 
were  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  1858, 
and  the  congenial  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  six  children.  They  are  named  respect- 
ively, William  P..  Anna,  Charles  A.,  Kate,  Fred- 
erick and  George  Washington.  Anna  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  Patee,  of  Peoria;  Kate  married  W.  E. 
Gill,  of  Canton;  the  eldest  son  and  Charles  are 
traveling  salesmen,  and  Frederick  is  clerk  in  a  dry- 
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goods  store.  The  j'oungest  son  is  still  altending 
scliool.  Mrs.  Se.alon  died  in  1879,  .Tiid  our  subject 
wii§  again  married  September  fi,  IHHO,  to  Miss  M. 
y.  Downing,  of  Canton. 

Mr.  Seaton  was  the  first  cigar  inspector  of  Can- 
ton, and  aete<l  in  that  c.ipacity  two  jears.  lie  has 
served  as  Aldeimau  from  the  First  Ward  five 
terms,  and  is  still  discharging  the  duties  of  that 
))osition,  working  faitlifully  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  his  constituents  and  the  city  at  large.  He 
is  a  member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  734.  F. 
<fe  A.  M.  He  belongs  to  the  Republican  party, and 
is  steadfast  in  the  support  of  the  principles  in  whicii 
he  firnilv  believes. 


Jfi  ACOB  PERRY  MAUS  is  one  of  the  success- 
I  fill  farmers  in  Liverpool  Township,  to  whom 
I  fortune  has  been  exceedingly  generous  in 
t)  her  gifts.  He  is  a  native-born  citizen  of 
Fulton  County,  Liverpool  Township,  the  place  of 
his  birth  and  December  26,  1850,  the  date  thereof. 
He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Mans,  who  was  a  well-known 
pioneer  of  this  county  and  was  prominent  in  its 
eaily  development. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  Md.,  October  12,  1814.  His  father,  whose 
name  was  the  same  as  his  own.  was  a  native  of 
Adams  County,  Pa.,  and  a  son  of  George  Maus, 
wlio  was  born  in  Holland  and  came  to  America 
about  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  settling  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  grandfather  of  our  subject  moved 
to  Maryland  in  early  life  and  there  carried  on  busi- 
ness as  a  farmer  and  miller,  he  being  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  good  farm  on  which  stood  a  mill.  He  was 
killed  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years  by  the  fall- 
ing of  a  wall  of  his  mill. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  Maryland  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller.  He 
was  married  in  that  State  to  Mary  Formwalt  who 
was  born  there  September  6,  1818.  Immediately 
after  marriage  the  young  couple  came  to  Fulton 
County  in  the  spring  of  1840,  making  the  journey 
by  wagon  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  thence  h}'  boat  by  the 
way  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers, 


and  landing  at  Liverpool.  Mr.  Maus  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  13.  Liv- 
erpool Township,  and  at  once  entered  upon  its  im- 
provement. He  found  the  surrounding  country  in 
a  wild,  sparsely  settled  condition  and  deer,  wild 
turkeys  and  other  game  abounded  in  the  wonds. 
Only  about  twenty  acres  of  his  entire  land  were 
cleared  and  as  there  was  much  valuable  limlier 
standing  tliere,  he  soon  erected  a  sawmill  on  Buck- 
heart  Creek  which  he  had  in  operation  for  about 
fifteen  years,  also  having  a  gristmill  in  connection 
with  it.  While  carrying  on  his  milling  business  he 
devoted  himself  at  the  same  time  to  farming  and 
at  difflercnt  periods  bought  land  until  his  estate 
embraced  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  placed  upon  it  many  valu- 
able improvements,  including  a  fine  brick  residence 
which  he  built  in  1861  and  a  large  barn. 

Mr.  Maus  departed  this  life  August  29.  1888, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  in  this  whole  county  the  death 
of  any  man  has  been  more  sincerely  mourned.  He 
was  beloved  in  the  family  circle,  by  his  neighbors, 
and  by  f.U  who  met  him  in  a  business  way.  An  ar- 
dent Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  he  was  instrumental  in  advancing  all  re- 
ligious causes.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  was  well  known  in  political  circles  and 
in  liublic  life.  For  a  period  of  ten  or  twelve  years 
he  represented  Liverpool  Township,  as  a  member 
of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  he  was  also 
School  Treasurer.  His  good  wife  preceded  him  in 
death,  dying  May  19,  1878.  She  was  a  consistent 
Christian  woman  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  a  great  many  years.  The  following  is 
recorded  of  their  three  children:  Josephus  H.  born 
November  25,  1844,  died  January'  23,  1845;  John 
William,  born  February  12,  1848,  died  March  11, 
1861;  Jacob  Perry,  their  youngest  son,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  review. 

Our  subject  passed  his  3'outh  on  the  home  farm, 
attending  the  primitive  pioneer  schools  during  the 
winter  season  and  helping  his  father  during  the 
summer  months.  Since  the  death  of  the  latter  he 
has  managed  the  farm  alone  with  excellent  success. 
He  has  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  choice  land 
uuder  his  care,  and  his  land  lying  principally'  on 
the   Illinois  River  bottom,  is  of  exceptional   fertil- 
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ity  and  is  quite  productive.  He  resides  in  the 
house  that  his  father  built,  whicli  is  one  of  the 
largest  brick  residences  in  the  county,  and  the  other 
farm  buildings  are  of  a  substantial  order  and  the 
large  red  frame  barn  is  one  of  the  most  commodious 
in  this  section. 

Mr.  Mans  was  married  September  21,  1876,  to 
Lottie  E.  Morton,  a  native  of  Fulton  County.  She 
was  born  May  12,  1859,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard W.  Morion.  Her  father  was  born  in  Estill 
County,  Ky.,  April  15,  lbl9.  Wiien  he  was  eleven 
years  old  he  came  to  Fulton  County  in  1830,  with 
liis  uncle,  Elijah  Wilcoxen.  He  is  still  living  on  a 
small  farm  on  section  2,  Liverpool  Township.  He 
lias  been  three  times  married.  Richard  Morton, 
tlie  p.'.ternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Maus,  was  captain 
of  a  boat  on  the  Oliio  River.  He  married  Mary 
Wilcoxen,  who  was  born  in  Ashe  County,  N.  C, 
and  was  a  grand-niece  of  Daniel  Boone,  the  noted 
Kentucky  pioneer.     Capt.  Morton  died  in  1820. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maus  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  these  four  children:  Mary  L.,  born 
April  29,  1881;  Clara  O.,  .Tune  15,  1883;  Myrtle 
M.,  .Tune  28,  1885;  and  Frank  M.,  September  28, 
1887. 

Mr.  Maus  is  an  active,  intelligent  farraer,who  has 
a  good  understanding  of  his  calling.  He  is  kind 
and  generous  in  his  relations  with  others  and  is 
generally  popular  among  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
is  an  flrdcnl  Dcnincrat  in  politics.  He  has  served 
one  trnn  u'i  lInMd  Commissioner  of  his  township, 
and  ever  mnnifests  an  interest  in  its  welfare. 


"f?  OHN  W.  GRAHAM.  The  principal  feature 
of  interest  in  the  history  of  a  Nation,  State 
or  county  is  necessarily  the  people,  who  by 
their  own  success  and  enterprise  have  added 
to  the  renown  of  the  place  in  which  they  live.  In 
view  of  this  fact  a  history  of  this  county  would  be 
decidedly  incomplete  without  a  description  of  the 
life,  surroundings  and  successes  of  John  W.  Gra- 
ham, a  prosperous  and  well-known  resident  of  Can- 
ton. His  birth  occurred  at  this  place  June  16, 
1850,  he  being  the  son  of  John  G,  and  Lydia 
(Wills)  Graham. 


The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y..  November  17,  1817,  and  was  the 
son  of  John  Graham,  a  native  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State.  He  became  a  teacher  in  one  of  the 
leading  colleges  in  his  native  State,  and  later  as  a 
civil  engineer  surveyed  the  roadbed  for  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad.  For  his 
services  he  was  paid  in  State  script  which  he  ex- 
changed in  Chicago  for  the  merchandise  with  which 
he  first  stocked  his  store  in  this  county.  He  was 
a  wide-awake,  enterprising  merchant  and  real-estate 
dealer,  was  also  engaged  in  speculating  and  to  a 
considerable  extent  interested  in  agriculture.  He 
was  a  man  of  unusual  prominence  and  served  as 
Legislator  through  several  terms  and  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  this  county  in  January, 
1869. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land County,  Pa.,  February  10,  1815,  and  died  in 
Canton,  March  30,1886.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
McKinney  Wills  and  was  highly  connected,  being 
closely  related  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  men 
the  country  has  ever  known.  Maj.  Charles  W. 
Wills,  a  gallant  soldier  who  achieved  fame  in  the 
Illinois  troops,  is  a  nephew  of  hers,  and  her  brother 
James  Wills,  an  early  pioneer  of  this  county,  is 
well  remembered  by  the  old  citizens.  She  was  also 
connected  with  several  residents  of  Chicago,  among 
whom  are  James  and  Washington  Wills,  who  figure 
prominently  in  mercantile  circles  and  are  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  that  city.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  aristocratic  fam- 
ilies in  the  State  of  Pennsj-lvania,  her  ancestors 
having  resided  there  for  over  one  hundred  }'ears. 
The  Wills  family  came  originally  from  Scotland; 
on  the  maternal  side  she  was  of  Irish  descent. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
paragraphs  received  his  educational  training  in  his 
native  place,  where  he  has  continued  to  make  his 
home.  In  the  early  years  he  received  most  excel- 
lent atttntion  from  his  mother,  who  was  universally 
recognized  as  a  woman  of  singularly  noble  charac- 
ter. His  education  has  been  very  thorough  and 
indeed  the  family,  one  and  all,  have  devoted  an 
unusual  amount  of  attention  to  belles-lettres  and 
educational  matters  and  are  cultured  and  refined. 
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Mv.  Graham  inherited  :i  large  fortune  from  his 
father  and  lias  added  to  it  until  at  the  present  writ- 
ing he  is  a  very  wealthy  man.  His  father  had  en- 
tered ten  thonsand  acres  of  land  in  Illinois  and 
about  fifteen  thousand  in  Iowa  and  six  or  eight 
thousand  acres  are  now  in  possession  of  the  son.  He 
lias  retired  from  active  business,  simply  attending  to 
the  letting  out  of  his  money  and  the  supervision 
of  his  estates  and  those  of  his  sisters.  He  and  his 
sisters  rank  very  high  in  the  esteem  of  their  numer- 
ous acquaintances  and  friends. 


60L.  THOMAS  HAMER.  On  the  opposite 
.  page  is  presented  a  lithographic  portrait  of 
this  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  represen- 
tative citizens  and  prominent  residents  of  Fulton 
County.  He  has  distinguished  himself  in  various 
walks  of  life,  both  as  a  brave  officer  in  the  late 
war,  a  prominent  civilian,  an  able  statesman,  and  a 
successful  man  of  business.  He  is  an  old  settler  of 
this  section,  and  lias  long  been  influential  in  its 
political  and  social  life,  and  has  been  a  potent 
factor  in  advancing  its  commerce  and  agriculture, 
and  its  material  interests  generally.  For  many 
years  a  resident  of  Vermont,  the  Colonel  is  living 
ill  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  of  this  beauti- 
ful village.  He  has  retired  from  business,  but  is 
active  in  public  life  as  State  Senator,  representing 
Fulton  and  Knox  Counties  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Illinois. 

Our  subject  is  derived  from  fine  Revolutionary 
stock,  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents 
having  done  good  service  in  the  struggle  of  Amer- 
ican Colonists  for  freedom  from  the  mother  coun- 
try. He  was  born  in  White  Deer  Township,  Union 
County,  Pa.,  June  1,  1818.  His  parents  were  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Seibert)  Hamer,  who  were  natives 
of  Northumberland  and  Lancaster  Counties,  Pa., 
respectively,  his  father  having  been  born  in  March, 
1784.  and  his  mother  in  February,  1786.  The 
paternal  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Lyon) 
llamcr,  came  from  Scotland  to  this  country  prior 
to  the  Revolution  and  settled  in  Northumberland 


County,  Pa.,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Chillisquaque 
Township  on  a  large  tract  of  land. 

Thomas  Hamer  became  a  prominent  man  in 
those  parts.  He  was  the  first  Sheriff  of  Northum- 
berland County,  and  served  in  the  Revolution  as 
Captain  under  Gen.  Greene,  and  filled  various 
offices.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren— James,  Thomas,  William,  Joseph,  Jesse, 
Abraham,  John,  Elizabeth,  Nancy  and  Wyllie,  all 
of  whom  married  and  reared  families,  having  set- 
tled in  various  States.  William  moved  to  Brown 
County,  Ohio.  He  had  a  son,  Thomas  L.  Hamer. 
who  became  a  prominent  attorney,  and  commanded 
an  Ohio  Brigade  as  Brigadier-General  in  the  Mexi- 
can AVar.  He  represented  his  district  in  Congress, 
and  appointed  C4en.  Grant  to  West  Point.  His 
brilliant  career  was  cut  short  at  the  close  of  the 
Mexican  War  by  his  untimely  death  at  the  age  of 
forty-five,  at  Ft.  Brown,  Tex. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Gilbert)  Seibert,  who  came 
to  this  country'  from  Prussia  in  Colonial  times,  and 
located  in  Union  County,  Pa.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  In  the  struggle  of  the  Colonists  for 
independence  he  gave  his  services  to  his  adopted 
country  and  was  a  good  soldier  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. His  children  were:  John,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah  and  Christina. 

The  father  of  our  subject  served  in  the  War  of 
1812  in  the  company  of  his  brother,  Capt.  Thomas 
Hamer,  and  was  afterward  Captain  of  a  militia 
regiment.  He  was  married  in  Union  County,  Pa., 
and  in  the  fall  of  1846  with  his  family  emigrated 
to  Illinois,  traveling  from  Pittsburg  by  boat  to  St. 
Louis,  whence  the}'  made  their  way  with  a  wagon 
to  Vermont.  The  father  located  in  this  township 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  19,  and  resided 
there  until  within  three  years  of  his  death,  in  the 
summer  of  1871.  His  wife  preceded  him  to  the 
other  shore,  d^'ing  in  the  winter  of  1870  in  Ver- 
mont Village.  The}'  were  devoted  Christians,  and 
while  thej'  lived  in  Pennsylvania  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  but  after  coming  to  Illinois 
they  united  with  the  Christian  Church,  and  re- 
mained true  to  that  faith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamer 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  nine  children: 
James,  who  came   to  Ogle  County,  III.,  in    1844; 
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Margaret:  Ellen,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania; 
Thomas,  Joseph,  John;  Elizabuth,  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Doebler;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Swartz. 
and  Samuel,  wlio  died  in  1851.  Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Adnah  A.  Hecox,  a  prominent 
Methodist  minister  of  California.  She  keeps  the 
liglit-house  at  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.,  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  that  position  bj-  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Col.  Thomas  Ilamer  passed  the  early  years  of 
his  life  on  his  father's  farm,  and  was  given  tiie  ad- 
vantages of  a  substantial  education  in  the  English 
branches  at  Wilton  Academy.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  entered  upon  a  practical  training  for  a 
mercantile  career  by  becoming  clerk  in  a  store,  and 
he  was  thus  eng.aged  in  iiis  native  State  until  he 
came  to  liliuois,  when  he  acted  in  a  like  capacity 
for  Joab  Merslion,  of  Vermont,  remaining  with 
him  two  years.  He  established  himself  in  business 
in  1850,  and  carried  it  on  successfully  until  1861, 
when  he  sold  it  to  his  cousins,  Edward  and  Patter- 
son Hamer.  He  subsequently  devoted  himself  to 
his'country  and  p.atriotically  gave  his  services  for 
the  defense  of  the  dear  old  flag. 

With  characteristic  energy,  and  a  military  fervor 
inherited  from  his  ancestors,  our  subject  set  about 
the  work  of  aiding  to  raise  a  regiment  for  the  ser- 
vice, and  w,as  prominent  in  enlisting  and  equipping 
the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Col.  Lewis  II.  Walters,  and  was  himself  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regiment  by  Gov.  Yates. 
He  proved  to  be  a  most  courageous  and  efficient 
officer;  his  military  career  was  brought  to  a  close, 
however,  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  as  he  was 
there  so  wounded  and  disabled  that  he  was  ren- 
dered unfit  for  further  service.  He  had  three  horses 
shot  under  him  while  leading  his  men  to  charge 
the  enemj',  and  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  he  was 
wounded  in  his  left  breast,  had  his  left  shoulder 
broken  and  his  right  knee  injured.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  serious  injuries  he  sustained  tliat  day,  the 
gallant  and  determined  Colonel  appeared  on  the 
field  the  next  day  and  assumed  the  command  of 
his  men.  They  were  so  delighted  at  the  heroism 
and  fortitude  displayed  by  their  valiant  leader 
that  they  gave  him  a  gold  watch  as  a  testimonial 
of  their  admiration  of  his  conduct.  He  was 
obliged  to  resign  bis  commission  after   that  on  ac- 


count of  his  physical  condition,  and  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  tlie  army. 

In  connection  with  the  military  life  of  our  sub- 
ject we  will  add  the  following  incident,  gleaned 
from  an  article  in  the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean,  of  his 
i!arly  career,  relating  -'How  and  AVhy  Fulton 
County's  Industrious  Legislator  Failed  to  Become 
a  West  Pointer."  Young  Hamer  entered  the  office 
of  his  cousin.  Congressman  Thoni&s  L.  Hamer, 
in  Ohio,  after  he  left  his  home  in  the  Keystone 
State,  and  while  there  a  vacancy  occurred  at  West 
Point,  which  it  was  his  cousin's  privilege  to  fill, 
and  he  suggested  to  his  young  relative  that  he  be- 
come a  cadet  at  the  famous  military  school.  Our 
subject  gladly  availed  hiniself  of  the  opportunity 
thus  offered  to  gain  a  military  education,  and  laid 
aside  his  law  books  and  went  to  Washington.  His 
commission  was  made  out  and  he  was  waiting  to 
go  where  he  was  to  receive  several  months  pre- 
liminary training,  when  his  cousin  came  to  hira  one 
day  and  said:  "Tom,  this  arrangement  I  made 
for  you  to  go  to  West  Point  is  all  spoiled.  Here's 
a  letter  I  just  got  from  Jesse  Grant  asking  me  to 
appoint  his  son.  Now  Grant  is  an  influential  man 
in  my  district  out  in  Ohio.  The  district  is  very 
close.  I  want  his  influence,  but  I  don't  want  any 
charge  of  nepotism  brought  against  me.  I  want  to 
have  Grant's  influence,  so,  Tom,  I'll  have  to  with- 
draw your  name  and  get  Grant's  son  appointed  in 
your  place."  Our  subject  could  do  nothing  better 
than  to  gracefully  yield  the  point  and  withdraw, 
which  he  did.  Gen.  Grant  never  forgot  the  Haniers, 
and  during  his  Presidency  when  his  influence  was 
asked  to  have  the  Colonel's  son  Le  Ray^  appointed 
to  West  Point,  he  promptly  and  cheerfully  pre- 
ferred the  request  for  the  appointment,  which  was 
concurred  in  by  Secretary  Lincoln.  Much  to  our 
subject's  disappointment  his  son  finally  decided 
not  to  accept  the  appointment,  but  the  General's 
kindly  offices  in  the  matter  have  never  l)een  for- 
gotten. 

After  his  return  from  the  South  our  subject  was 
unable  to  get  out  for  six  months,  but  as  soon  as  he 
recovered  sufficiently  he  resumed  business,  bnill  a 
fine  store  and  carried  on  a  large  and  profitable 
trade  until  1878,  when  he  leased  his  building,  sold 
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his  business,  and  retired.  He  also  managed  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  besides  attending  to  his  other  affairs. 
Col.  Hamer  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the 
public  and  political  life  of  town  and  countj'  from 
early  days.  He  has  represented  Vermont  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Count}'  Bonrd  of  Supervisors  four  terras, 
and  has  held  various  local  offices.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  nearl}'  every  State  Convention  since  he 
came  to  Illinois,  first  as  a  Whig,  and  after  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  party  as  its  representative. 
In  1848  the  Whigs  nominated  him  for  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Legislature,  and  although  he  had  a 
Democratic  majority  of  nine  hundred  to  overcome, 
he  came  within  three  votes  of  being  elected.  In 
1852  ho  was  again  nominated,  and  this  time  was 
elected,  but  was  counted  out.  He  was  prominently 
mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  and  was 
urged  by  his  friends  to  accept  the  nomination,  ijut 
declined  and  used  his  influence  for  Gen.  Post.  In 
the  fall  of  1886  the  Colonel  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  so  ac- 
ceptably did  he  serve  in  that  capacity,  that  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1888  to  represent 
Fulton  and  Knox  Counties  in  that  honorable  body, 
of  which  he  is  still  a  member.  His  long  experience 
as  a  business  man  and  as  a  politician  has  been  of 
value  to  him  in  his  legislative  career,  and  his  course 
as  a  statesman  has  justified  his  selection  as  Repre- 
sentative and  as  State  Senator  by  his  constituents. 

As  a  member  of  various  important  committees 
while  in  the  Lower  House,  he  was  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  much  needed  legislation  to  protect 
and  advance  the  interests  of  the  State  and  people. 
He  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Enrolling 
and  Engrossing  bills,  served  as  a  member  of  the 
House  and  Finance  Committee,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  for  Appropriations,  State  Insti- 
tutions, Canal  and  River  Improvements,  Sanitary 
Affairs  and  State  and  Municipal  Indebtedness.  In 
the  Senate  the  Colonel  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  Claims,  has  been  one  of 
the  Committee  on  State  Charitable  Institutions, 
Canals  and  Rivers,  Federal  Relations,  Roads,  High- 
ways and  Bridges,  and  Executive  Department. 

Col.  Hamer  lias  been  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  forty  eight 
years,  and   originated  the  Vermont  lodge,  and  he 


has  been  connected  with  the  Ancient,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  for  thirty  years.  Religiously,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Universalist  Church. 
He  is  popular  with  all  with  whom  he  associats.  He 
is  gifted  with  a  frank,  generous  nature,  is  a  lover 
of  fun,  and  is  a  witty  and  entertaining  conversa- 
tionalist. He  has  gathered  a  never  ending  fund  of 
anecdotes,  and  is  never  more  interesting  than  when 
he  is  relating  some  story  of  his  experiences  of  the 
war,  of  life  in  camp  and  on  the  battlefield. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  March  25, 
1850,  his  union  with  Miss  Harriet  E.  Johnson  was 
solemnized.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Franklin  and 
Hopy  (King)  Johnson,  who  came  to  this  State 
from  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y..  and  were  early  set- 
tlers of  Vermont,  where  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  pioneer 
druggist.  Seven  children  were  born  to  our  subject 
by  that  marriage,  of  whom  four  boys  died  when 
from  two  to  four  years  of  age,  and  one  daughter  at 
the  age  of  six  years.  The  children  living  are: 
Wyllie,  wife  of  Ansel  Amrine;  and  Le  Ray.  The 
latter  is  States  Attorney  at  Oklahoma.  He  is  well 
educated,  a  graduate  of  Abingdon  College  and 
Bloomington  Law  School.  He  stands  high  in  busi- 
ness and  political  circles,  and  is  an  orator  of  ability. 
Mrs.  Hamer  departed  this  life  April  13,  1871,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years,  leaving  behind  her  a  good 
record  as  wife,  mother  and  friend.  She  was  a  sin- 
cere Christian.  In  early  life,  with  her  husband  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but 
the  exigencies  of  the  war  broke  up  that  church,  so 
many  of  its  members  were  removed,  and  she  after- 
ward connected  herself  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  his 
present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Maryette  Johnson,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  was  cor  summated  August 
10,  1876,  and  has  been  productive  of  mutual  happi- 


J^ESSE  W.  STRONG  is  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Canton  Republican,  one  of  the 
I    numerous  papers  of  this,  county  which   lays 
'    just  claim  to  a  liberal   share  of  public  pat- 
ronage and  enjoys  it.     The  sheet   is  a  six-column, 
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eight-page  paper,  neatly  printed  upon  a  power  press 
and  issued  on  Thursday  of  eacli  week.  It  is  de- 
voted to  tlie  advancement  of  Independent  princi- 
ples and  the  political  issues  of  the  day  are  well 
handled  by  its  editor.  Its  local  columns  are  well 
arranged,  its  items  of  news  are  well  selected,  and 
in  ever)'  respect  it  is  a  creditable  sheet.  The  plant 
is  owned  by  Mr.  Strong,  who  purchased  it  about 
September  L5,  1890.  The  journal  was  established 
in  June,  1877,  under  the  name  of  the  Advertiser 
and  conducted  independently  of  political  partisan- 
ship. The  name  was  afterward  changed  to  the 
Times  and  again  to  the  Fulton  Republican,  the  last 
change  being  made  in  1880  when  the  iiresent  name 
was  adopted.  It  is  now  the  leading  Independent 
paper  of  the  county. 

The  gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is 
introduced  is  a  native  of  the  city  in  vfhich  he  is 
new  carrying  on  his  journalistic  labors,  having  been 
born  April  9,  1859.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Dr. 
0.  G.  and  Bulhina  (Pavey)  Strong,  of  whom  a 
mbre  extended  notice  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  After  receiving  a  fundamental  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  he  spent  some  time  in 
study  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  upon  his  return  to 
his  home  took  up  the  newspaper  business.  Going 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  he  was  employed  on  the  Post- 
Dispatch  and  Journal  and  then  having  returned  to 
Canton  for  a  time  was  a  member  of  the  force  on 
the  Register. 

In  July,  1880,  Mr.  Strong  went  to  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  held  a  position  on  the  Courier  until 
December,  1881,  when  he  returned  to  Canton  with 
his  health  much  impaired.  For  a  few  months  his 
chief  endeavor  was  to  restore  his  pli)'sical  forces  to 
their  normal  condition,  and  after  regaining  his 
strength  he  began  work  on  the  Canton  Register  in 
July,  1882.  He  held  a  position  in  that  office  prac- 
tically until  July,  1889,  when  he  resigned  to  take 
charge  of  the  journal  he  is  now  ably  conducting. 

By  reason  of  his  general  intelligence,  his  good 
breeding  and  upright  character,  Mr.  Strong  is  re- 
spected b)'  those  who  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
rising  members  of  the  journalistic  profession  and 
one  whose  power  is  likely  to  be  felt  still  moi'e 
strongly  in  years  to  come.     He  is  a  member  of  the 


social  order  of  Red  Men.  February  3,  1886.  our 
subject  led  to  the  hj-meneal  altar.  Miss  Carrie  Strong 
of  Union  City,  Ohio.  This  cultured  young  lady 
is  the  second  daughter  of  Augustus  and  Lucina 
Strong.  Of  the  above  union  two  children  have 
been  born  ;  Olive  and  Belhina. 


v^^jILBERT  HATHAWAY.  No  name  is  more 
ill  (— ,  honored  or  more  worthy  of  reverence  among 
^^J)  those  of  the  noble  pioneers  of  Peoria 
County,  by  whose  Labors  it  was  established  on  a 
firm  foundation  of  enduring  prosperity,  than  that 
of  this  gentleman,  who  has  played  an  important 
part  in  the  agricultural,  political  and  religious  de- 
velopment of  Jubilee  Township,  .and  so  of  the 
county.  In  his  work  he  was  much  prospered,  ac- 
cumulating a  goodly  amount  of  property,  and  is 
now  living  retired  in  Farmington,  Fulton  County, 
where  he  is  quietly  and  pleasantly  passing  the  de- 
clining years  of  a  life  well  spent  in  all  that  goes 
to  make  a  true  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

Our  subject  was  born  Jul)'  27,  1818,  about  sixty 
miles  from  the  Canada  line  in  the  wilds  of  Somer- 
set (now  Fratiklin)  County,  Me.,  the  place  of  his 
birth  Kingsfield  Township,  which  was  named  in 
honor  of  Maine's  first  Governor,  King,  who  bought 
a  very  large  tract  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State,  which  was  divided  up  into  three  towns — 
Concord,  Lexington  and  Kingsfield.  The  Ilatha- 
ways  came  from  England,  and  Deacon  Hathaw.ay 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  one  Col.  Ebenezer  Hatha- 
way, who  was  sent  to  this  countr)'  by  the  English 
Government  in  charge  of  one  of  the  English  troops 
in  one  of  the  Colonial  wars.  He  settled  at  Assonet, 
Mass.,  and  there  reared  a  family.  He  did  good 
service  as  an  officer  in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 
His  son  Gilbert  was  born  at  Assonet,  and  as  a 
middle-aged  man  removed  to  Oxford  County,  Me., 
and  was  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Livermore. 
He  was  accompanied  hither  by  his  wife  and  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  our  subject's  f.ather  is  the  eighth 
in  order  of  birth. 

Luther    Hathaw.ay,  the   father    of    our    subject, 

married,  in  Oxford  County,  Miss  Clarissa  W.  Hinds, 
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a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  taken  to  MrJne 
by  her  parents,  who  were  of  Scotch  descent.  The 
father  of  our  subject  followed  fanning  in  Maine  for 
several  3'ears,  but  finally  removed  to  Peoria  County 
with  his  family  and  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Brim- 
field  Township.  In  after  years  he  and  his  wife 
lived  retired  in  Brimfieid  Village,  where  she  died  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  She  had  alw.ays 
been  a  consistent  Christian,  as  had  her  husband. 
After  her  death  he  lived  at  times  with  our  subject 
and  at  times  with  tiie  twin  sister  of  our  subject, 
^Irs.  Preston,  of  Fulton  County,  in  whose  home  lie 
died  August  14,  1876,  rounding  out  a  long  life  of 
eighty-six  years,  seven  montiis  and  fourteen  days. 

Deacon  Hathaway  was  reared  in  the  woods  of 
Maine,  amid  pleasant  scenes,  and  one  of  his  first 
recollections  is  of  the  beautiful  golden  sunsets  over 
Mt.  Abram.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows:  Boadicea,  Pxlwin  B.,  Gil- 
bert and  Tryphena  (twins)  Christopher  Columbus, 
Hannah,  Salome  E.,  and  George  W.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State 
and  was  brought  up  to  habits  of  industry  on  a  farm 
byhis  W')rthy  parents.  In  liis  j'outh  he  was  greatly 
interested  in  reading  an  account  of  tlie  Black  Hawk 
War,  and  from  its  description  obtained  a  good  idea 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  and  was  fired  with  the  am- 
bitious desire  to  tr^'  life  on  its  wild  prairies.  His 
mother  did  not  wish  him  to  leave  home,  thinking 
him  loo  young,  and  then,  too,  his  eldest  brotiier, 
Edwin,  had  gone  from  tiiem,  sailing  away  on  the 
ocean,  and  had  settled  in  South  Carolina  some  years 
before,  and  his  family  had  lost  all  trace  of  him. 
Gilbert's  parents  seeing  that  he  was  still  very  de- 
sirous to  go  westward,decided  that  his  father  should  i 
visit  Illinois  to  see  the  country  and  find  out  whether 
the  Indians  had  left  the  State  and  whether  it  was 
habitable.  Consequently  he  started  for  the  Far 
West  in  1837,  and  after  his  arrival  in  Illinois  wrote 
to  his  family  stating  that  everything  was  all   rigiit. 

Mr.  Hathaway  sa^'s,  with  reference  to  his  father's 
coming  liere,  "We  were  poor  as  poverty,  and  father 
had  to  go  to  Massachusetts  to  borrow  money  to 
come  out  with."  Our  subject  started  for  his  des- 
tination May  10,  1838.  witli  but  $11  inhis  pocket. 
He  traveled  with  two  families,  who  were  going  to 
Jackson   County,  Mich.,  and   he  drove  one  team  to 


help  pay  his  way.  When  he  arrived  in  Jackson 
County,  Mich.,  his  money  was  all  gone  and  he  was 
in  debt  besides.  With  characteristic  honesty  he 
stayed  there  until  he  had  earned  money  to  repay 
his  indebtedness,  working  on  a  farm  for  three 
months,  it  taking  two  months  to  obtain  the  re- 
quired sum.  He  then  started  on  his  way  and  went 
as  far  as  his  money  would  carry  him,  which  was 
not  a  great  distance,  as  in  his  ignorance  he  had  ac- 
cepted in  payment  for  his  work  paper  money  which 
was  called  in  local  parlance,  "shinplasters,"  which 
was  not  lawful  currency  only  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  where  it  was  manufactured.  So 
when  he  had  traveled  some  distance  he  found  his 
money  was  useless,  and  when  he  arrived  at  St.  Jo- 
seph he  was  obliged  to  go  to  work  again.  For  ten 
days  he  w.as  ein))loyed  in  a  stable  as  hostler.  A 
boat  was  just  then  being  repaired  at  St.  Joseph, 
which  plied  between  that  place  and  Chicago,  and 
Mr.  Hathaway  engaged  as  fireman  on  board  to  save 
the  expense  of  his  passage,  and  received  besides 
sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  per  day  for  his  work. 
Arriving  at  Chicago  he  found  a  dirty  village  built 
among  the  sloughs  and  sv-'amps,  with  no  indication 
of  its  present  size  and  importance  as  the  second 
city  in  population  in  this  country.  He  paid  for 
having  his  trunk  or  chest  taken  to  Peoria  from 
there,  and  he  started  on  foot  for  this  county.  He 
subsequent!}'  took  passage  on  a  river  boat  to  Peo- 
ria, and  when  he  landed  there  had  just  eighteen  and 
three-fourth  cents  in  his  pocket.  From  there  he 
walked  out  to  a  friend  who  lived  in  Trivoli  Town- 
ship, Peoria  County. 

Mr.  Hathaway  and  his  father  worked  hard, earning 
money  enough  to  send  home  for  the  mother  and  the 
rest  of  the  children  the  next  j'ear.  Our  suliject 
began  work  at  $10  a  month  to  buy  a  farm  for  his 
father  and  mother.  He  performed  much  pioneer 
labor,  and  b}'  unceasing  industry  finally  established 
a  home  of  his  own  and  became  well-to-do.  For 
many  years  he  owned  a  valuable  and  highly  im- 
proved farm  of  one  hiindreci  and  forty  acres  in 
Jubilee  Township.  He  was  an  able  and  practical 
business  man  and  dealt  a  good  deal  in  real  estate, 
and  in  that  way  became  quite  wealth}'.  In  the 
month  of  September.  1883.  he  gave  up  active  busi- 
ness as  a  fanner  and  removed  to   his  present   com- 
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fortable,commodious  home  in  Farraington,  of  which 
lie  is  still  a  highly  respected  citizen. 

In  18.50  Deacon  Hathaway  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Maria  Willard,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Barbara 
(Stearns)  Sabin,  natives  of  Vermont.  At  the  time 
of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  was  the 
widow  of  A'pheus  Willard,  to  whom  she  liad  been 
married  in  Vermont  in  1825.  The^'  were  pioneer 
settlers  of  Brimfield,  Peoria  County,  coining  liere 
in  1 838.  By  that  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  tlie  following  children:  Isaac,  wbo  died  in  in- 
fancy; William  A.,  Frances  M.,  Cynthia  A.,  Henry 
C,  Lot  S.,  and  Abbie  R.  William  died  in  1865, 
leaving  a  wife  and  two  children — Frank  A.  and 
Mary  B.;  Frances  is  the  wife  of  George  P.  Burt,  a 
retired  carpenter  of  Galva,  and  they  have  four 
children — Frank  H.,  Theresa  W..  Flora  M.,  Sophia 
S.;  Cynthia  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  Henry, 
a  prominent  citizen  and  merchant  of  Pittsburg, 
Kan.,  married  Miss  Ellen  Moore,  and  they  have  two 
children — Lavon  and  Alice;  Lot,  a  real-estate  dealer 
at  Seattle,  Wash.,  married  Ellen  Davidson,  and  they 
have  two  children — May  G.  and  Lee  A.  Lot  S. 
Willard  was  a  Major  on  McPherson's  staff  during 
the  Civil  War.  Abbic  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Mar- 
shall, a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Jubilee  Township,  and 
they  have  eight  children — Birdie  A.,  Cora,  Ernest 
W.,  William  A.  Harry  E.,  Janie  M.,  Nellie  M.  and 
Stella  R. 

Deacon  Hathaway's  life  career  has  been  directed 
by  energy,  perseverance,  stability  of  character  and 
good  business  habits,  combined  with  honorable  and 
conscientious  dealings,  and  his  course  furnishes  an 
excellent  example  to  the  young  men  who  are  just 
starting  out  in  the  world  to  seek  fortune's  favors. 
He  enjoys  a  high  personal  standing  throughout  the 
county,  where  the  most  busy  years  of  his  life  were 
passed,  and  is  held  in  consideration  wherever 
known.  While  a  resident  of  Jubilee  Township  he 
was  very  prominent  in  its  public  affairs  and  was 
for  a  long  time  one  of  its  most  valued  officials.  He 
represented  the  township  as  a  member  of  the 
County  Board  of  Supei;visors  two  years.  He  was 
Assessor  five  years,  Collector  four  years,  and  School 
Treasurer  for  twenty-seven  consecutive  years.  No 
man  has  done  more  to  forward  the  religious  inter- 
ests of  his  community  than  the  Deacon.      lie  lielped 


build  every  church  in  Brimfield,  except  the  Catho- 
lic, and  officiated  as  Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church 
of  that  place  several  years.  He  has  also  acted  in 
that  capacity  in  the  church  of  that  denomination 
in  Farmington.  He  has  a  creditable  record  as  a 
Republican,  he  being  a  firm  ally  of  that  party.  Be- 
fore its  organization  he  was  a  Whig,  and  he  has 
voted  for  the  following  for  President:  Gen.  W.  H. 
Harrison  in  1840,  well  remembering  the  log-cabin 
craze;  Fremont,  in  1856;  Lincoln,  in  1860  and 
1864;  Grant,  in  1868  and  1872;  Hayes,  in  1876: 
Garfield,  in  1880;  Blaine,  in  1884;  Harrison,  in 
1888.  Though  Mr.  Ilatliawaj'  is  strongly  in  favor 
of  temperance  he  is  not  a  third  party  man. 


-»'» .o»o~(©^<A^..o*o.. <,— 

i^^HEODORE  O.  WHITEN ACK.  There  is 
m^^  something  about  the  life  of  a  prosperous 
^^0^  and  popular  young  man  very  pleasant  to 
contemplate;  something  that  gives  encouragement 
to  those  seeking  to  make  for  themselves  desirable 
positions  in  life.  Such  an  example  is  given  in  the 
person  of  Theodore  Whilenack,  who  is  generally 
conceded  to  deserve  unlimited  praise  for  the  suc- 
cess he  has  attained  and  for  the  strict  integrity  of 
his  business  transactions.  He  is  a  native-born  citi- 
zen of  this  county,  and  is  now  numbered  among 
the  intelligent  farmers  of  Liverpool  Township.  In 
the  fall  of  1882  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  three  acres  on  section  9.  Under  our 
subject's  careful  management  the  farm  has  been 
placed  under  excellent  cultivation  and  is  now  a 
neat  and  well-ordered  piece  of  property,  comparing 
favorably  with  any  other  farm  in  the  neighborhood 
in  point  of  tillage  and  improvement.  Here  Mr. 
Wliitenack  is  engaged  in  cultivating  his  land  and 
in  raising  stock  to  a  considerable  extent  with  a  very 
good  profit. 

Peter  Whitcnack,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wns 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1820.  His  fa- 
ther, who  bore  the  same  name  as  himself  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania.  The  Whitenack  family  are 
of  German  antecedents  and  its  representatives  in 
America  are  descended  from  two  brothers  who 
came  to  America  from  Holland  in   Colonial    times 
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in  the  early  [lart  of  the  eighteenth  centurj'.  The 
grand fatiier  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  finally  removed  from  that  State  to 
New  York,  where  he  passed  his  last  days  on  a  farm. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  and  reared 
on  a  farm  in  Western  New  York,  and  in  early  life 
he  became  proprietor  of  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
that  part  of  the  country  upon  which  he  lived  until 
1850.  In  that  year  he  settled  up  his  affairs  ni  that 
State  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Canton,  this 
county,  making  the  journey  from  his  old  home  b.y 
rail  and  boat.  He  and  his  family  resided  in  Canton 
two  years  and  theu  settled  on  a  farm  in  Canton 
Township.  Later  Mr.  Whitcnack  moved  to  Union 
Township,  and  farmed  there  about  six  years.  At 
tiie  expiration  of  that  time  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence at  Ellis ville.  In  18G5  he  removed  to  Bryant 
in  Buckhcart  Township,  and  for  twenty  years  was 
engaged  in  business  as  a  blacksmith  at  that  point. 
Since  that  time  he  has  made  his  home  with  our  sub- 
ject. The  wife  who  has  journeyed  with  him  so  far 
on  life's  road,  lives  with  him  and  devotes  herself  to 
his  comfort.  Her  maiden  name  w.as  Sarah  S.  Ell- 
wood,  and  she  was  born  in  tiie  State  of  New  York 
in  1825.  Both  tiie  parents  of  our  subject  are  de- 
VQted  Christians  and  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  AYhitenack  is  a  firm  Republican  in 
his  political  sentiments.  He  held  the  office  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  this  township  four  years. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  four  children  of  whom  he 
and  his  sister  Hettie  are  the  only  survivors.  The 
names  of  those  deceased  are,  Isadore  and  Jennie. 
Tlieodore  Whitenack  was  born  in  Canton,  Januar}' 
23.  1855.  He  was  but  an  infant  when  his  parents 
moved  to  tlie  country  where  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  He  attended  school  some  in  the  country  but 
g'lined  liis  education  mainly  in  the  villages  of  EUis- 
ville  and  Bryant.  When  lie  was  twent3'-one  years 
of  age  he  began  his  independent  career  as  a  farmer 
on  a  rented  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Buckheart  Town- 
ship. He  rented  land  for  about  six  years  and  then 
purchased  his  present  farm  as  before  mentioned. 

Our  subject  by  his  marriage  with  Lavina  Hum- 
meii,  April  2,  1876,  secured  a  wife  who  has 
greatly  aided  him  in  making  their  pleasant  home. 
Mrs.  Whitenack  was  born  in  Bryant  this  county, 
August   11,  1854.     She  is   a  daughter    of  William 


Hummell  a  native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  who 
came  to  this  county  in  1831,  and  was  one  of  its 
early  settlers.  He  was  a  farmer  and  continued  to 
carry  on  that  occupation  until  the  time  of  his  death 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  Whitenack's  mother  was  Nancy  M.  Wil- 
coxen,  and  she  belonged  to  a  noted  family  whose 
history  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Album.  She  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years  and  thus  closed 
a  well-spent  life.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  had 
three  children,  namely:  Grace  T.,  Anna  Blanche 
(deceased)  and  Leota  C.  Mrs.  Whitenack  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Ciiristian  Church  and  is  well 
thought  of  by  all  about  her. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  active  in  public  life  and  in  the  spring  of  1889 
was  elected  to  the  important  office  of  Supervisor  to 
represent  Liverpool  Township  on  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors,  to  which  position  he  was  re- 
elected in  1890.  He  has  served  as  School  Director 
for  nineyears  and  does  all  that  he  can  to  advance 
educational  interests  in  his  townshij).  He  possesses 
many  pleasant  social  qualities  and  has  a  host  of 
warm  friends  who  delight  in  liis  success. 


|S*^AVID  BKESON,  President  of  the  Canton 
I  J)  National  Bank,  h.is  gained  an  enviable  repu- 
J;^  tation  in  the  financial  world  for  honesty, 
uprightness  and  liberality.  He  began  the  labors 
of  life  when  quite  young,  undertaking  his  own 
support  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  j'ears,  and  lias 
in  all  positions  proved  himself  to  be  the  soul  of 
honor,  a  friend  of  the  poor  and  distressed  and  a 
perfect  gentleman.  He  has  never  been  ambitious, 
in  fact  is  of  a  retiring  disposition,  but  his  qualifi- 
cations are  such  that  he  has  been  pushed  forward 
by  admiring  friends  to  the  high  position  which  he 
holds  at  present. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
has  been  represented  in  this  country  for  at  least  two 
centuries,  Jacob  Beeson  being  the  founder  of  the 
American  branch.  He  had  three  sons,  one  of  whom 
settled  in  Virginia.  The  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  Henry  Beeson,  who  lived  and  died  in 
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Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  breathing  his  last  in  1817, 
when  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  Jesse  Beeson,  who  was  horn  in 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  July  8,  1768,  and  returned  to  his 
birthplace  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  dying 
there  June  8,  1842.  Much  of  his  active  life  was 
spent  in  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  in  the  occupation  of 
a  miller.  He  married  Julia  Ann  Swearingen,  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  whose  natal  day  was  February 
11.  1773,  and  whose  death  occurred  December  23, 
1797.  They  reared  a  family  of  two  children — 
Edward  S.  and  Samuel,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
April  8,  1794,  and  died  October  17,  1818. 

Edward  S.  Beeson  was  born  December  12,  1795, 
and  died  January  14,  1852.  He  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  a  miller  in  Virginia  until  about  1830,  when 
he  removed  to  Indiana,  in  whicli  State  he  continued 
the  same  business  some  five  years.  He  then  went 
to  Ohio  and  engaged  in  the  sale  of  merchandise  at 
Beeson's  Cross  Roads,  now  known  as  Samantha. 
At  one  time  he  was  Shei-iff  of  Highland  County 
and  later  resumed  his  trjide.  running  what  was  then 
known  as  Reece's,  but  now  as  Foraker's  Mill.  In 
the  spring  of  1850  he  came  to  Canton,  111.,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business,  but  the  next  year 
removed  to  Farmington,  where  he  died  not  long 
after,  his  death  being  caused  by  inhaling  steam 
from  a  boiler  explosion  while  engaged  in  a  search 
for  his  son,  our  subject. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Julianna  Ridgeway  and  was  born  in  Frederick 
County,  Va.,  August  31,  1802.  Her  parents  were 
David  and  Martha  Ridgeway.  After  the  death  of 
her -husband  she  removed  again  to  Canton  where 
she  breathed  her  last  August  2,  1863.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. Of  the  living  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  third  in  order  of  birth.  The  others  are  Martiia, 
who  was  born  August  29,  1826,  and  is  now  living 
in  Healdsburg,  Cal.,  being  the  wi<low  of  Joe  S. 
Millsap,  a  prominent  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Church;  Edward  R.,  born  April  2,  1833,  a  mer- 
chant and  stockman  in  Franklin  County,  Kan.; 
Jesse  A.,  born  February  10,  1841,  and  now  a 
prominent  business  man  in  Bloomington,  this  State. 
The  last  named  was  a  soldier  in  Company  II,  Sev- 
enteenth  Illinois  Infantr}',  going  promptly  at  the 


first  call,  was  discharged  for  disability  in  1863,  but 
re-enlisted  the  following  year  and  received  his  final 
discharge  in  1865.  He  received  an  injury  at  Ft. 
Donelson  from  the  effects  of  which  he  has  never 
recovered.  Two  daughters  iiave  died  within  the 
last  decade — Virginia  A.  who  was  born  August  27, 
1836,  and  died  August  13,  1882,  and  Julia,  whose 
natal  day  occurred  November  27,  1844,  and  whose 
death  occurred  August  12,  1886. 

The  birth  of  David  Beeson,  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  occurred  at  Hillsboro,  Highland  County, 
Ohio,  October  12,  1838.  Having  been  left  father- 
less soon  after  he  entered  his  teens,  he  became  a 
clerk  for  Sulley  &  Tracey,  general  merchants  and 
buyers  of  produce,  and  was  subsequently  connected 
with  H.  C.  Adams  in  the  mercantile  business  two 
years.  The  establishment  was  then  closed  out  and 
Mr.  Beeson  engaged  with  Hulitt  &  Atvvater,  with 
whom  he  remained  nine  years.  He  afterward 
clerked  for  a  Mr.  Mills  in  a  dry-goods  house  and 
also  for  a  Mr.  Huisley.  He  next  went  into  the 
private  bank  of  C.  T.  Healds,  and  the  F'irst  Na- 
tional Bank  being  started  a  short  time  afterward 
he  was  retained  in  the  new  institution  as  book- 
keeper for  sixteen  j'ears,  during  which  time  he  also 
acted  as  Assistant  Cashier  and  Teller  and  held  a 
position  as  Director. 

In  1882  Mr.  Beeson  severed  his  connection 
with  this  bank,  having  the  previous  year  com- 
menced the  clothing  business  in  a  firm  known  as 
"Dave  <fe  Dick,"  he  being  the  senior  member  and 
Richard  Divilbiss  the  junior  member.  After  three 
3ears  Mr.  Beeson  withdrew  from  the  firm  on  ac- 
count of  his  health  and  for  some  time  was  not  en- 
gaged in  active  business  pursuits.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Bank  Directors  he,  in 
company  with  others,  withdrew  and  organized  a 
private  banking  institution  known  as  C.  T.  Heald 
&  Co.,  and  in  1887  they  organized  under  the  name 
of  Canton  National  Bank,  at  which  time  Mr.  Beeson 
was  elected  President. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  never  married  and 
passes  the  most  of  his  time  in  reading  and  travel- 
ing. He  has  an  excellent  librar}'  in  whicii  he 
spends  many  happy  hours,  eujoying  the  best 
thoughts  of  great  men  and  thoughtfully  studying 
their  utterances.     In  recent  years  he  has  visited  his 
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birthplace  and  localities  in  which  his  ancestors 
lived  and  died,  finding  much  to  interest  him  in  the 
scenery  and  associations.  He  is  a  worth}'  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  upon  whose  name  there  is  no 
hlemisli,  generation  after  generation  having  lived 
quiet  and  useful  lives  and  been  highly  esteemed 
citizens  in  their  respective  communities.  He  has 
in  liis  possession  an  Irish  hazel  cane  which  has  been 
in  the  family  for  more  tlian  two  centuries  and  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  the  original  ancestor  of 
the  Anieiican  branch  of  tlie  family. 


^  IVILLIAM  T.  DAVIDSON,  the  well-known 
\V\/W  ''^^'''°''  ^"''  proprietor  of  the  Fulton  Demo- 
^if¥j  crat,  the  leading  paper  of  this  county,  has 
exercised  a  marked  influence  on  the  affairs  of  this 
section  of  Illinois,  and  even  of  tlie  entire  State,  not 
only  professionally,  but  as  a  progressive,  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  has  aided  in  guiding  its 
lolitical  destiny,  as  well  as  in  guarding  and  advanc- 
ing its  dearest  interests  maleriallj-,  socially-  and 
morally. 

Mr.  Davidson  is  a  native  of  this  State,  a  member 
of  a  distinguished  family,  and  a  descendant  of 
sterling  pioneer  stock.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Petersburg,  Menard  Count}-,  February  8,  1837. 
His  father,  Isiiam  G.  Davidson,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  November  11,  1802,  and  was  a  son  of 
William  Coke  Davidson,  a  native  of  the  same 
State.  The  latter  was  reared  and  married  in  South 
Carolina,  and  resided  there  till  1809.  In  that 
year  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  that  part  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  now  included  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  the  removal  thither  being  made 
ill  rude  carls  entirely  of  wood,  the  wheels  having 
been  sawed  from  the  end  of  a  log.  The  journey 
was  entirely  by  land,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  led  tliiough  a  trackless  forest  inhabited  by 
hostile  Indians.  Tiie  family  finally  arrived  in 
safety  at  its  destination,  located  three  miles  south 
of  the  presentsiteof  Edwardsville,  Madison  County, 
and  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  settle  there. 


The  grandfather  of  our  subject  made  a  claim  to 
a  tract  of  Government  land,  on  which  he  erected  a 
log  cabin,  and  then  entered  upon  the  hard  [)ionoer 
task  of  improving  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  At 
that  time  there  were  but  few  settlements  in  the 
whole  territory  now  embracing  this  .State;  there 
were  no  markets  for  produce,  St.  Louis  being  then 
but  a  trading  post,  and  as  there  were  likewise  no 
mills  the  pioneers  were  home  livers,  maintaining 
life  from  the  products  of  the  soil  and  from  wild 
game,  which  was  plenty.  There  were  many  Indians 
in  the  territory,  and  the  few  settlers  were  obliged 
to  gather  together  and  build  forts  and  stockades, 
in  which  they  resided  several  years  after  Mr. 
Davidson's  removal  thither.  He  was  a  resident  of 
that  part  of  the  country  till  his  death  from  milk 
sickness  in  1820.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Hannah  Bankhead.  After  his  death  she  mar- 
ried a  second  time,  becoming  the  wife  of  Joshua 
Delaplain,  and  her  death  occurred  in  Madison 
County  in  1831.  She  reai-ed  six  children,  the  fruit 
of  her  first  marriage,  namely :  James,  Ishara  G., 
George,  Jackson,  Elizabeth  and  Millotson,  tlie  two 
latter  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Ishara  Davidson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
seven  years  old  when  the  family  moved  from  their 
distant  South  Carolina  home  to  the  wilds  of  Hlinois. 
He  was  reared  on  the  frontier  in  Madison  County, 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the  year  1836,  in  the 
vigor  of  a  stalwart  manhood  he  became  a  pioneer 
of  Petersburg,  where  he  built  and  operated  a  flour- 
mill,  and  also  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business. 
He  was  prospering,  when  he  met  with  serjous 
financial  losses,  his  mill  being  burned  in  1837,  and 
all  his  other  possessions  were  swept  away  in  the 
monetary  crisis  of  that  year.  In  1858  he  came  to 
Lewistown  and  look  a  contract  to  run  a  stage  line 
between  this  city  and  Springfield.  He  made  his 
home  here  till  his  death  at  a  ripe  old  age  in    1878. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Sarah  Ann  Springer.  She  was  born  near 
Springfield,  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  June  2,  1810, 
and  was  the  eldest  child  of  John  and  Susanna 
Springer.  Her  father  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Charles  Christopher  Springer,  who  was  born  in 
Sweden,  his  father  being  Don  to  the  King  of 
Sweden,  and  minister  to  various  countries.  Charles 
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Christopher,  or  Carl,  as  he  was  called,  was  educated 
in  London,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty,  while  out  late 
one  night,  was  kidnapped  and  brought  to  Virginia, 
where  he  was  sold  as  a  slave,  and  was  in  bondage 
for  Qve  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period 
about  the  year  1692,  he  went  to  Wilmington, 
Del.,  to  a  Swedish  settlement.  He  soon  became 
prominent  among  his  compatriots,  wiio  made  him 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  also  read  sermon.s  for 
theu)  and  conducted  their  religious  services  till  he 
wrote  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  secured  a  minister 
for  tlieni,  and  also  Swedisii  books,  etc.  He  assisted 
in  building  the  famous  old  Swedish  Church  that  is 
still  standing,  and  was  Church  Warden  and  Clerk 
during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  married  in  Dela- 
ware and  reared  a  large  family,  his  son  Charles  suc- 
ceeding liim  as  Church  Warden  and  Clerk.  He 
died  in  1738  and  was  buried  in  front  of  the  church 
where  a  subsequent  enlargement  of  the  building 
enclosed  his  tomb,  and  an  arch  in  the  church  shows 
where  he  lies. 

The  grandson  of  this  noted  gentleman,  Charles 
S|)ringer,  was  married  in  1756  to  Susanna  Seeds, 
settling  near  Fredericksburg,  Md.,  where  he  reared 
a  family  and  died.  Robert  Fulton  was  one  of  his 
wife's  bondsmen.  Siie  moved  to  Kentucky  in  1 780, 
with  her  son  John,  who  iiad  married  in  Maryland. 
He  was  in  the  Indian  War  in  Kentucky  in  1784. 
His  son  John,  the  father  of  Sarah  Ann,  was  born 
in  Harrod's  Fort,  now  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1784.  but  when  quite  young  his  family  moved 
to  Danville,  and  thence  to  a  farm  near  Springfield, 
where  he  was  principally  reared.  He  was  tliere 
married  and  thei-e  his  first  child,  Sarah  Ann,  was 
born.  The  mother,  Susanna  Sage  was  of  English 
extraction,  her  parents,  John  and  Frances  Sage, 
having  emigrated  to  Virginia  before  her  birth,  and 
subsequently  to  Kentucky,  where  she  was  married 
to  John  Springer  in  1809. 

After  the  birth  of  their  first  child  in  June,  1810, 
Mr.  Springer,  not  wishing  to  rear  a  child  in  a  slave 
state,  decided  to  remove  to  Illinois,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  that  year,  started  with  three  otiier 
families,  moving  their  effects  together  witli  their 
families  in  the  famous  old  Kentucky  wagons.  They 
arrived  at  their  destination  late  in  that  same  year 
and  pre-empted  land  in  what  is  now  Bond  County, 


and  began  life  in  a  primitive  way  in  their  new 
home.  But  alas!  for  their  hopes  of  a  peacefu  and 
prosperous  life  in  the  far  West.  In  June  of  the 
following  year,  1811,  the  Indians  began  their 
horrible  butchering  of  the  helpless  settlers,  and 
they  were  forced  to  leave  their  peaceful  occupations 
and  erect  a  fort  for  their  defense. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  know  how  these  early 
settlers  constructed  the  fort  which  was  their  sole 
refuge  from  the  blood  thirsty  savages,  who  gathered 
in  large  forces  for  their  utter  destruction.  They 
selected  a  suitable  place  about  a  half  a  mile  from 
Shoal  Creek,  on  the  edge  of  the  prairie,  and  then 
proceeded  to  cut  logs  fifteen  feet  in  length  and 
split  them  into  slabs  four  inches  in  thickness,  and 
from  one  to  two  feet  in  width.  Those  they  sharp- 
ened at  the  upper  end  like  a  picket  fence,  and  dig- 
ging a  trench  two  feet  deep,  proceeded  to  set  the 
slabs,  each  overlap])ing  another  half  its  width,  thus 
giving  them  a  wall  or  stockade  as  it  was  called 
eight  inches  in  thickness  and  thirteen  feet  high  on 
the  inside.  Outside  the  stockade  the  settlers  dug 
a  trench  several  feet  deep  and  four  or  five  feet  in 
width,  making  it  seventeen  or  eighteen  feet  in 
height  from  the  bottom  of  the  trench  outside. 
This  was  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  scaling  the 
walls.  The  only  ope.  ing  in  the  wall  was  a  double 
gate  fastened  to  a  movable  post  in  the  centre.  This 
was  secured  by  four  heavy  bars  of  wood  crossing 
the  gate  and  fastening  into  a  post  on  either  side. 

Inside  the  walls,  and  some  distance  from  them, 
eight  block  houses  were  erected,  their  inside  corners 
being  so  close  together  that  only  one  person  could 
pass  between.  They  were  built  of  logs,  and  con- 
structed after  the  following  fashion:  The  lower 
rooms  were  sixteen  feet  square,  with  no  windows, 
and  but  one  door  which  oi)ened  into  the  circular 
court  in  the  middle  of  the  fort.  The  ceiling  of 
these  rooms  was  just  high  enough  for  a  man  to 
stand  erect,  and  was  made  of  hewn  logs  closely 
fitted  together,  which  also  formed  the  floor  of  the 
room  above,and  extended  two  feet  beyond  the  walls 
of  the  lower  room  on  each  side, the  upper  room  being 
four  feet  larger  in  the  square  than  the  room  btlow. 
Tl  e  walls  were  then  built  up  about  seven  feet  on 
the  outer  side,  being  made  to  slope  a  foot  or  eight- 
een   inches  toward    the   inner   side    of    the    circle. 
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The  clapboard  coverings  were  held  in  place  by 
weight- poles,  as  they  were  called,  logs  several 
Indies  In  diameter.  On  these  sloping  roofs  the 
sentries  could  lie  protected  as  behind  an  embank- 
ment and  see  what  was  going  on  outside  the 
stockade.  The  only  entrance  to  the  upper  room  of 
the  house  was  through  a  trap  door,  113'  means  of  a 
ladder,  wliieli  in  case  of  attack  could  be  drawn  u|) 
and  llie  ddor  soeurely  fastened  down.  In  the  floor- 
ing of  this  room  where  it  jutted  beyond  the  room 
below  and  also  In  the  walls  of  the  lower  room  were 
port-holes  near  together,  so  that  if  the  people 
within  were  besieged  they  could  Are  on  the  Indians. 

As  soon  as  the  walls  of  the  fort  were  done,  the 
settlers  moved  In,  living  in  rail  pens  till  the  houses 
could  be  erected.  And  here  Sarah  Ann  spent  four 
years  of  her  early  life,  and  from  within  these  walls 
date  her  first  recollections  of  home  and  passing 
events.  After  spending  four  years  at  F"ort  Jones, 
as  It  was  c  died,  their  situation  became  so  desperate, 
that  tlie  little  company  decided  to  make  the  attempt 
to  reach  Camp  Russell,  the  garrison,  distant  forty 
miles  from  Fort  Jones,  and  six  miles  from  the 
present  site  of  Edwardsvllle.  Accordingly  carts 
were  made  wholly  of  wood,  each  lai'ge  enough  to 
contain  one  family,  and  the  small  amount  of  house- 
hold goods  that  could  be  taken  on  so  perilous  a 
journey,  and  each  drawn  by  one  horse.  The,  little 
party  started  by  daylight,  and  traveled  all  day  and 
far  Into  the  night  without  being  molested,  and 
reached  the  garrison  In  safety. 

.Soon  afterward  Mr.  Springer  and  others  of  the 
refngees  from  Fort  Jones  concluded  it  would  be 
safer  and  more  convenient  to  take  up  land  in  tbe 
vicinity  of  the  garrison,  which  they  accordingly 
did. Mr.  Springer  pre-empting  a  quarter-section  five 
miles  southwest  of  Edwardsvllle.  And  tiiere,  hav- 
ing boug  t  the  laufl  of  the  Government  as  soon  a.s 
it  care  Into  the  market,  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  of  cholera  In  the  epidemic  of  1849. 
In  that  pioneer  home  his  daughter  Sarah  grew  to 
womanhood,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  mar- 
ried Ishara  Davidson.  Her  vivid  recollections  of 
fort  life,  its  perils  and  privations;  Its  miraculous 
escapes  from  death;  and  her  life  of  toil  and  hard- 
ship such  as  women  of  that  day  had  to  endure, 
would   form  a  chapter  of  unusual  interest  in  the 


history  of  the  pioneer  women  of  the  State,  of  whom 
she  is  a  noble  representative. 

After  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Davidson  In  October, 
1826,  this  remarkable  lady  lived  for  several  years 
near  Edwardsvllle.  and  one  year  In  Upper  Alton, 
where  almost  daily  for  weeks  she  fed  volunteers 
returning  from  the  Black  Hawk  War.  In  1836 
they  removed  to  Petersburg,  Menard  County,  Illi- 
nois, where  her  husband  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  milling.  Petersburg  was  then  a  small  hamlet, 
which  had  never  had  a  religious  service  of  any 
kind  within  Its  borders.  Instead,  a  "groggery,"  as 
It  was  called,  was  set  up  on  a  vacant  lot  directly 
opposite  their  dwelling,  and  here,  quite  soon  after 
she  and  her  husband  removed  to  the  place,  and 
during  his  absence,  on  the  occasion  of  a  horse 
race,  Mrs.  Davidson  was  forced  to  endure  the 
scene  of  perhaps  two  hundred  men  In  all  stages  of 
intoxication,  swearing,  fighting,  etc.  During  the 
day,  and  nearly  the  entire  night  the  sounds  of 
unholy  revelry  polluted  the  air.  To  a  woman  of 
her  refinement  and  spirit  this  was  revolting,  and 
she  felt  she  could  not  live  amid  such  scenes  with 
no  Christian  privileges.  Accordinglj'  when  the 
JNIethodlst  Episcopal  Conference  met  In  .Springfield, 
twentj'-two  miles  distant  from  Petersburg,  but  a 
short  time  subsequentlj-,  she  attended  it  In  person 
and  requested  that  a  missionary  might  be  sent  to 
them.  Her  appeal  was  listened  to  and  granted  in 
the  person  of  her  uncle,  the  Rev.  Levi  Sjiringer, 
who  held  regular  services  at  Petersburg  during 
the  ensuing  two  years,  followed  bj'  Rev.  Michael 
Shunck,  who  was  an  inmate  of  the  home  of  the 
Davidsons  while  they  staid  In  that  part  of  the 
State.  The  services  were  held  In  their  dwelling 
till  Jlr.  Davidson  built  a  schoolhouse  for  the 
double  purpose  of  holding  scliool  and  divine  ser- 
vices within  its  walls.  But  tiie  opposition  to 
Christianity  was  so  strong  that  tiie  schoolhouse 
was  soon  burned,  and  the  devoted  band  of  worship- 
pers were  again  obliged  to  have  their  meetings  in 
the  Davidson  liorne.  Before  the  end  of  their  three 
years'  stay  In  Petersburg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson 
had  the  happiness  of  seeing  the  little  church  of 
which  they  and  two  or  three  others  formed  the 
nucleus,  grown  into  a  goodly  companj'  of  Christian 
people.     During  those  years  and  subsequent  ones 
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Mrs.  Davidson  often  entertained  in  lier  house  those 
veteran  pioneer  preachers,  Peter  Cartwright,  Peter 
Akers,  Georafe  and  William  Rutledge,  Henrj'  Sum- 
mers, and  many  others  prominent  in  the  annals  of 
Methodism.  She  has  also  entertained  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  other  notable  men 
of  their  day. 

After  the  panic  of  '37  had  swept  away  his  entire 
wealth  Mr.  Davidson  became  contractor  of  the 
stage  route  from  Lewistown  to  Springfield,  and  re- 
moved his  farail3'  to  Lewistown  in  the  autumn  of 
1S.'58.  In  1840  lie  purchased  a  little  home  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city,  and  he  and  his  wife  began  life 
anew  in  a  log  cabin.  Here  Mrs.  Davidson  was 
happy  and  contented  because  it  was  home,  and  her 
friends  were  as  welcome  as  in  more  prosperous 
days.  And  when  a  few  years  later  the  cabin  gave 
place  to  a  more  commodious  cottage  it  was  anil 
ever  has  been  a  home  for  all  who  claim  its  hos- 
pitality. This  venerable  lady  is  still  living,  honored 
and  cherished  by  her  children,  and  regarded  with 
feelings  of  respect  and  affection  far  beyond  her 
home  circle,  as  in  a  long  and  useful  life  she  has 
made  many  warm  friends,  who  have  been  indebted 
to  her  for  wise  counsel  and  helpfulness. 

Mother  Davidson  has  been  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  were  born  in  Madison 
County,  where  two  died  infancj'.  One,  William 
T.,  was  born  in  Petersburg,  and  three  were  born  in 
Lewistov\M).  Two  of  her  sons,  James  M.  (editor  of 
the  Carthage  liepublican)  and  William  T.,  are 
editors  of  prominent  county-  papers.  Mary  F., 
Luc3'  E.,  and  Elihu  S.  are  dead.  Her  youngest 
daughter,  Sarah  M.  B.,  inherits  in  a  full  degree  the 
strength  of  character  and  literary  talent  of  her 
brothers,  and  is  a  lad3^  of  marked  culture.  She  is 
an  able  writer,  possessing  fine  descriptive  powers, 
and  it  is  to  her  graceful  pen  that  we  are  indebted 
for  the  foregoing  vivid  account  of  her  mother's 
early  life  and  of  pioneer  times.  Mrs.  Davidson's 
daughter  Sarah  and  an  orphan  grandson  reside  with 
her  and  cheer  her  declining  years  in  the  cottage 
which  has  'jcen  her  home  for  half  a  century.  She 
has  endured  with  fortitude  and  resignation  the 
sorrows  that  have  fallen  to  her  lot  in  the  deatii  of 
those  nearest  and  dearest  to  her.  Her  husband, 
witii  whom  she  traveled  life's    road  for  more    llian 


fifty  years,  has  been  removed  from  her  presence, 
and  a  son,  two  daughters  and  several  grandchildren 
have  also  gone  to  their  last  resting  place  since  she 
came  to  Lewistown.  Her  descendants  now  living 
in  1890  number  three  children  and  nineteen  grand- 
children and  great-grandchildren. 

William  T.  Davidson,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical review,  was  but  a  small  child  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  Lewistown,  and  here  he 
was  reared  amid  pioneer  influences.  His  early 
education  was  secured  in  the  dist.-ict  school,  wiiici> 
was  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan.  At  the 
youthful  age  of  twelve  years  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  school  to  earn  his  own  living.  His  first  em- 
ployment was  teaming  produce  from  Lewistown  to 
the  Liverpool  and  Peoria  markets,  and  on  the  re- 
turn trip  he  loaded  his  wagon  with  merchandise, 
or  with  stone  and  sand  which  was  used  in  building 
many  of  the  early  stores  and  other  buildings  of 
Lewistown.  He  was  thus  engaged  till  he  was 
seventeen  years  old,  and  then,  as  an  apprentice  in 
the  printing  office  of  the  Lewistown  liepublican. 
lie  entered  upon  that  career  that  eventupHy  led 
him  to  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Fulton  Democrat. 
which  he  has  so  ably  filled  for  more  than  thirty 
years. 

He  worked  nine  months  in  the  Republican  otHce. 
and  then  as  the  paper  was  discontinued,  he  went  to 
Peoria  as  compositor.  In  1854  the  Daily  Herald. 
the  first  daily  paper  ever  published  in  Peoria,  was 
established  bj'  George  W.  Ranney,  editor  and 
proprietor.  Our  subject  secured  a  position  to  set 
type  in  that  office  when  it  was  first  opened,  and 
the  following  eighteen  months  was  engaged  on  that 
and  other  papers  in  that  cit}-  and  at  Tiskilwa  and 
Macomb.  In  June.  1855  he  was  called  to  Lewis- 
town  to  assist  his  brother  James  in  found i)ig  the 
F'ulton  Democrat.  In  1856  he  returned  to  Peoria 
and  helped  to  found  the  Peoria  Transcript,  now 
the  most  prominent  paper  in  Central  Illinois.  Re- 
turning to  Lewistown,  oui-  subject  became  half- 
owner  and  .assistant  editor  of  the  Fulton  Democrat 
in  July,  1858,  and  the  11th  of  the  following  No- 
vember be  bought  his  brother's  interest  in  the 
paper,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  been 
sole  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Democrat. 

Mr.  Davidson  has  devoted  his  best  energies  to 
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his  work  of  making  a  newspaper  that  should  educate 
its  constituency  and  be  a  potent  factor  in  the  up- 
biiililing  of  city  and  county.  This  he  has  accom- 
plished, and  the  journal  which  owes  its  strength 
and  higli  position  to  his  genius  is  read  far  and 
wide,  perhaps  having  a  larger  circulation  than  any 
similar  provincial  newspaper,  and  has  iielped  to 
mold  public  opinion  on  many  of  the  important 
questions  of  the  day.  The  Democrat  is  a  sound 
family  paper,  well  supplied  with  soli<l  and  useful 
information,  as  well  as  with  lighter  matter,  keeping 
its  readers  wcll-inforracd  on  current  topics  and  the 
affairs  of  this  and  other  countries,  and  one  of  its 
interesting  features  is  the  correspondence  from 
various  localities  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Davidson  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions 
and  does  not  hesitate  to  express  them  freely  and 
fianklj',  and  with  ajl  the  vigor  he  can  command. 
Many  a  time  his  sharp,  caustic  pen  has  done  good 
service  in  spurring  on  his  party  to  victor}',  or  in 
expoi-ing  fraud  and  corruption,  whether  found  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Republicans  or  Democrats,  among 
civic  officials  or  private  citizens.  Through  his 
columns  he  has  usually  supported  the  Democratic 
party,  but  holds  himself  independent,  and  has 
never  been  moved  by  money  considerations  or 
personal  preferences.  His  readers  know  that  whom- 
soever or  whatsoever  he  supports  or  disapproves, 
his  course  is  actuated  by  conscientious  motives  and 
after  careful  consideration.  The  usual  amount  of 
l)raise  and  fault-finding  has  been  measured  out  to 
him  as  an  editor,  but  his  character  as  a  man  of 
honor,  integrit}'  and  public  spirit  has  never  been 
questioned.  His  manly  attitude  in  regard  to  the 
temperance  question  is  well-known,  as  he  is  a  radi- 
cal prohibitionist,  his  influence  being  felt  through- 
out this  section  of  the  countr}',  which  is  attested  by 
the  fact  that  Lewistown.  his  home,  is  the  center  of 
one  of  the  largest  prohibition  districts  in  the  State. 

Our  subject  is  connected  with  the  following 
social  organizations:  Lewistown  Lodge.  No.  104, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Havana  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  and 
Damascus  Commandery,  No.  42,  K.  T.  He  is  a 
lover  of  home  and  is  eminently  happy  in  his  do- 
mestic relations.  He  was  married  January  24, 
18G0,  to  Miss  Lucinda  M.  Miner,  a  native  of  Co- 
lumbus. Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Francis  and  Myra 


(Jordan)  Miner.  Seven  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.'  Davidson,— Harold  L.,  Mabel 
(who  died  in  infancy).  Bertha,  Frances,  Lulu  ]\L, 
Nell  c  (who  died  in  infancy),  and  JMaude. 

The  readers  of  this  volume  will  be  pleased  to 
notice  elsewhere  on  its  pages  a  lithographic  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Davidson. 


^^EORGE  B.  HETRICK,  proprietor  of  the 
||[  (— ,  Transfer  Line  at  Canton,  is  a  man  who  has 
\iJ4l  always  met  with  success  in  worldly  affairs, 
and  one  who  ranks  high  in  commercial  circles. 
Being  an  old  settler  in  this  count}'  he  is  well  known, 
and  that  he  is  highly  respected  it  needs  but  a  men- 
tion of  his  name  to  prove.  Fortune  having  smiled 
upon  his  efforts,  he  is  numbered  among  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  the  place,  having  a  good  business  and 
owning  a  fine  residence,  where  he  and  his  family 
enjoy  all  the  comforts  that  heart  can  desire  and 
money  purchase. 

William  Hetrick,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America, 
coming  to  this  country  when  quite  a  young  man 
and  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  farmer  b}' 
occupation  and  continued  to  make  his  home  in  the 
Keystone  State.  The  next  in  the  direct  line  of  de- 
scent was  Robert  Hetrick,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, lived  in  Virginia  for  some  years,  but  re- 
turned to  his  native  State  to  die.  He  married  a 
Miss  Smith,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children, 
the  youngest  of  whom  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. Upon  him  the  name  of  Robert  was  bestowed. 
After  reaching  manhood  he  married  Catherme 
Bellman,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Bellman, 
whose  ancestors  came  from  Germany  many  years 
ago.  She  was  born  about  a  mile  from  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Robert  Hetrick  pursued  the  calling  of  a  farmer, 
and  for  years  served  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  Constable,  and  was  also  Sheriff  of  Cum- 
berland County  for  some  time.  He  was  a  well  ed- 
ucated man,  much  interested  in  the  progress  of  civ- 
ilization, and  his  home  was  a  great  resort  for  min- 
isters of  the  German  Baptist,  Methodist  Episcopal 
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and  other  denominations.  To  himself  and  his 
good  wife  ten  children  were  born,  of  whom  those 
now  deceased  are:  Caroline,  Eliza  Jane.  Kate,  Car- 
oline 2d,  Mary  Ellen  and  Jennie.  'J'lie  living 
are:  John,  now  a  stock-raiser  and  farmer  in  Linn 
County,  Mo.;  Ann,  wife  of  Augustus  Stoner,  a 
boot  and  siioe  dealer  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch,  and  Mary  Ellen,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Jacobi,  a  machinist  of  Harrisburg. 

The  birth  of  George  B.  Hetriek  occurred  in 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  near  Harrisburg,  Janu- 
ary 29,  1827.  He  passed  his  youth  in  his  native 
State,  starting  for  himself  in  the  business  world  at 
the  early  age  of  fourteen,  and  working  for  his  un- 
cle, George  Bellman,  at  stage-driving  and  teaming. 
In  a  short  time  he  saved  enough  money  to  pur- 
chase a  team  of  his  own,  and  drove  a  stage  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  later  in  Northumberland.  In  1852  he 
came  West,  and  for  several  years  made  iiis  home 
in  Rusiiville,  this  State,  still  earning  his  living  by 
teaming.  In  company  with  his  brother  he  took  con- 
tracts for  carrying  the  mail,  one  route  being  be- 
tween Burlington,  Iowa,  and  Spiingfield,  III.,  an- 
other from  Rushville  to  Jacksonville,  and  the  con- 
tracts covering  five  routes. 

Selling  out  his  mail  contracts  Mr.  Hetriek  re- 
turned to  his  former  occupation  for  a  time,  then  be- 
gan farming  near  Iluntsville,  Schuyler  County, 
where  he  resided  twoj'ears.  In  tlie  fall  of  1860  he 
came  to  Canton,  where  he  has  cimtinued  to  make 
his  home.  Immediately  after  locating  here  ho  took 
a  contract  to  carry  the  mail  between  Elmwood  and 
Livingston,  but  after  faithfully  discharging  the 
duties  of  a  carrier  two  years,  sold  out  and  returned 
to  his  favorite  occupation,  teaming.  .  He  was  the 
first  to  haul  goods  from  the  de[)ot  to  the  merchants 
and  now  has  four  teams  and  some  very  fine  wagons, 
his  entire  outfit  being  kept  up  in  first-class  style. 
There  is  scarcely  an  hour  in  the  day  when  at  least 
three  of  his  teams  are  not  in  use. 

In  1848  Mr.  Hetriek  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Amanda  Pollinger.  a  native  of  Ciimlier- 
land  County,  Pa.,  and  a  friend  and  schoolmate  of 
his  early  years.  She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Matilda  (Etter)  Pollinger,  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  She  is  a  woman  of  fine  character  and  has 
been  a  devoted  membei- of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
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since  her  early  girlhood.  She  has  borne  her  hus- 
band ten  children,  of  whom  the  living  are:  Robert, 
a  commercial  traveler  who  makes  his  home  in  Can- 
ton; Kate,  wife  of  R.  M.  Truax,  of  Morgan  Park. 
Chicago;  William,  a  resident  of  Canton;  Anna 
and  Grace,  who  are  with  their  parents;  Jessie,  wife 
of  John  Maore,  of  Buckheart  Township,  this 
county.  The  deceased  are  :  Ellen,  George,  James 
and  Dot.  Mr.  Hetriek  and  his  family  are  regular 
attendants  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  al- 
though none  but  his  wife  hold  membership,  all  aid 
in  various  phases  of  church  work,  and  are  classed 
among  the  moral  members  of  society. 


-^  SCAR  J.  BOYER.  There  are  few  professions 
which  require  the  amount  of  diligent  study 
and  general  information  that  is  essential  to 
the  knowledge  of  law.  To  master  legal  terms  un- 
derstandingly,  one  must  first  possess  a  good  edu- 
cation, and  must  in  addition  to  this  have  great 
concentration  of  thought.  What  could  call  forth 
more  admiration  than  a  forcible  speech  well  deliv- 
ered ;  or  appeal  more  earnestly  to  the  human  heart 
than  an  cntiuisiastic  defense  of  some  poor  man, 
whose  chances  for  living  depend  entirely  upon  his 
attorney's  eloquence?  Among  the  gentlemen  who 
realize  the  full  importance  of  this  calling,  and  add 
dignity  to  the  profession,  ranks  Oscar  J.  Boyer, 
attorney  at  law,  Canton. 

William  Boyer,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, escaped  from  France  during  the  revolution  in 
that  country,  and  coming  to  America  participated 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  settled  in  Delaware, 
where  his  son  John,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born.  This  gentleman  went  to  Ohio,  locating 
near  Zauesville,  whence  he  came  to  Fulton  County, 
III.,  in  the  year  1842,  dying  here  about  1860.  His 
family  consisted  of  five  children — Caleb,  the  father 
of  our  subject;  John,  who  is  now  deceased;  Robert, 
who  lives  in  AVarren  County;  Rachel,  wife  of 
Henry  Byers,  of  Lewistown  Township;  and  Sarah, 
wife  of  James  Frederick,  of  Lee  Township. 

Caleb  Boyer  was  born  near  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
September   3,   1824.     He  is    now    living   in   Cass 
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1  (iwnship,  this  county,  at  the  age  of  sixtj'-six;  and 
his  wife,  who  is  the  same  age,  is  still  alive  and  well. 
He  has  been  a  fanner  and  local  preacher  of  liie 
Inited  Brethren  faith  and  enjoj'S  an  enviable  rep- 
utation. He  has  four  children,  the  sulijcct  of  tliis 
notice  being  the  first-born.  The  otiiers  are  John  W., 
Norris  C,  and  Dellic.  wife  of  Zenie  Morey,  of 
Downer  County.  Tlie  motlicr  bore  tlie  maiden 
name  of  S:u;ih  linughman.  Her  ancestors  came  to 
America  before  tlie  Revolntion,  settling  in  Virginia, 
whence  the  family  moved  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day. 
In  the  Buckeye  State  Mrs.  Boyer  opened  her  eyes 
to  the  light.  .Somewhere  in  the  '40s  the  Baughmans 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  on  Tottens  Prairie,  Cass 
TownsLii),  this  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  was  born  July  4,  1861, 
in  Cass  Township,  this  county.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  had  reached  his  sixteenth  year, 
having  in  the  meantime  received  a  common-school 
education.  He  then  took  a  course  in  the  Gem  City 
Business  College  in  Quincy',  after  which  he  began 
reading  law  with  Barrere  &  Grant.  AViiile  master- 
ing tlie  legal  profession  he  taught  school  several 
terms,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  passed  a 
very  creditable  examination  at  Springfield,  and  al- 
though so  young,  was  licensed  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  practice  law.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  came 
to  Canton  and  opened  an  office,  practicing  alone 
until  late  in  the  year  1888,  when  he  became  one  of 
the  firm  of  Gallagher  &  Boyer. 

Mr.  Boyer  was  married  in  August,  188;),  to  Miss 
Minerva  A.  Snider,  of  Buckheart  Township,  who 
was  born  January  7,  1866,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
H.  and  Jemima  (Bowman)  Snider.  Mrs.  Boyer's 
family  are  of  Southern  descent,  her  parents  coming 
from  East  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  respectively. 
Her  marriage  rites  were  celebrated  at  Canton,  and 
the  happy  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
one  child — Bessie  B.  By  her  intelligence,  good 
breeding  and  fine  character,  Mrs.  Boyer  is  fitted 
for  the  station  she  occupies  as  the  wife  of  a  rising 
member  of  the  bar,  and  the  guiding  power  in 
a  happy  home. 

Mr.  Boj^er  is  a  young  man  of  unusual  ability, 
who  has  gained  several  important  cases  by  means 
of  his  unmistakable  intelligence  and  eloquence. 
He  has  always  taken    great    interest    in    political 


matters,  being  a  strong  Republican,  but  has  no 
personal  aspirations  for  public  office,  choosing  to 
devote  himself  to  his  profession.  Bowing  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  however,  he  reiiresented  the 
township  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1886-87, 
and  is  again  serving  in  that  capacity.  The  delegates 
to  the  County  Convention  have  been  inslrucled  to 
nominate  him  as  the  choice  of  their  constituency  for 
the  Legislature.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Boyer  is  a  lover 
of  fine  horses  and  is  interested  in  the  breeding 
of  standard-bred  Hambietonian  and  Mambrino- 
Patchen  horses;  at  the  head  of  his  stud  being 
Clipper  Sprague  Pilot,  dam  Mambrino  Patchen. 


J^ACOB  BRIMMP:R  has  a  well-ordered  and 
j  finely  appointed  farm  on  section  6,  Farm- 
!  ington  Township,  and  he  is  considered  one  of 
'  the  first  farmers  of  the  township  in  regard 
to  his  skill  and  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture. 
He  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
11,  1832,  to  Jacob  and  Matilda  (.Saunders)  Brim- 
mer. The  Brimmers  are  of  mingled  Scotch  and 
German  ancestry. 

In  the  fall  of  1854,  our  subject  came  to  this  State 
in  company  with  John  S.  Green.  They  put  their 
teams  and  all  their  worldly  effects  aboard  a  boat  at 
Sacketts  Harbor,  and  came  by  water  to  Chicago, 
and  from  there  made  their  way  to  their  destination 
in  this  county,  following  the  Illinois  River  the  most 
of  the  way.  After  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Brimmer 
began  to  till  a  part  of  the  large  tract  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  that  had  been  entered 
in  this  township  by  his  father  and  John  S.  Green 
together  the  previous  spring.  Coming  here  in  the 
prime  of  a  strong,  manly,  vigorous  manhood,  Mr. 
Brimmer  has  accomplished  much  and  has  placed 
himself  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Farming- 
ton  Township.  He  owns  here  and  is  operating  one 
of  the  finest  cultivated  and  best  managed  farms  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  Its  two  hundred  acres  are 
amply  supplied  with  commodious  buildings  and 
all  appliances  for  prosecuting  agriculture   advan- 
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tageously.  His  stock  presents  a  sleek,  well-kept 
appearance,  and  is  of  standard  grades. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage  in  the  month  of 
February,  1858,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Saunders,  a 
daughter  of  Lyman  and  Sirrilla  Saunders.  Their 
wedded  life  has  been  as  felicitous  as  usually  falls 
to  the  lot  of  mortals,  and  has  been  blessed  to  them 
by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Ambrose,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years;  Sirrilla;  and  AdaM.,  who 
married  William  Purviance,  agent  of  tlie  Iowa 
Central  Railway,  at  Abingdon,  111. 

Mr.  Brimmer  is  a  stalwart  among  the  Democrats 
of  this  section.  He  is  a  man  of  good  calibre,  of  ex- 
cellent habits,  and  of  a  keen,  intelligent  mind.  He 
has  served  on  tlie  jury,  and  is  at  all  times  prompt 
in  fulfilling  his  obligations  as  a  citizen. 


Ei^ 


J •^  AMES  STOCKDALE.  A  simple  narration 
of  facts  regarding  the  life  of  an  individual 
I  is  undoubtedly  the  best  biographical  history 
'  that  can  be  written  of  him.  Therefore  we 
shall  not  endeavor  to  elaborate  upon  the  incidents 
in  the  career  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  His  present  home  is  in  Canton,  in  or 
near  which  place  he  has  been  living  about  forty 
years.  Ho  has  now  partially  retired  from  business 
affairs,  deriving  his  principal  income  from  loaning 
money  and  the  rents  on  his  real  estate. 

Mr.  Stockdale  is  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
having  been  born  April  29,  1814.  His  father, 
William  Stockdale,  was  of  Scotch  descent  and  born 
at  Kirkbourn,  near  Driffield.  He  emigrated  to 
America  in  May,  1830,  and  died  the  following  fall, 
a  widow  and  six  children  surviving  him.  Tlie 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Roger 
Cook,  who  died  in  Cicero,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest  child,  learned 
the  butcher's  trade  in  Hull,  England,  and  after 
coming  to  America  worked  at  it  in  Syracuse  and 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  also  spent  two  3'ears  on  the 
lakes  as  mate  of  a  schooner.  He  was  married  in 
Goodrich,  Tapper  Canada,  to  Miss  Harriet  Cutting, 
a  native  of  Sussex,  England.     Her  father,  Sidney   i 


Cutting,  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Canada  Company, 
building  up  a  town  and  also  laboring  as  a  boat 
builder.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Stockdale 
went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  securing  employment  in 
IMitchell's  pork  house.  After  a  time  he  opened  a 
meat  market  on  the  Ohio  canal  at  the  junction  of 
the  Columbus  Feeder,  keeping  the  stand  two  j^ears 
and  furnishing  tlie  boats  with  meat.  He  next  went 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1839,  remaining  in  that  city 
nearly  ten  3rears. 

The  next  removal  of  Mr.  Stockdale  was  to  Can- 
ton, 111.,  where,  in  1850,  he  opened  the  first  regular 
meat  market  in  the  place ;  although  he  had  been 
there  in  the  fall  of  1848-49  slaughtering  hogs.  This 
he  carried  on  until  the  fall  of  1854,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  James  H.  Stipp  and 
Thompson  Maple.  During  the  winter  of  1854  the 
company  packed  about  fifteen  thousand  hogs,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  amounting  to  nearly  $200,000. 
Mr.  Stockdale  was  engaged  in  this  enterprise  during 
the  winters  until  1859  when  he  bought  the  interest 
of  his  partners.  He  carried  it  on  alone  about  ten 
years;  then  sold  the  establishment.  It  was  some 
years  afterwards  burned.  He  then  carried  on  a 
meat  shop  a  few  yeais,  and  farmed. 

Having  invested  in  a  tract  of  land  not  far  from 
the  town,  Mr.  Stockdale  removed  his  family  thither 
in  1865,  giving  his  attention  to  agriculture  until  the 
fall  of  1877.  He  then  sold  the  farm, returned  to  Can- 
ton and  built  a  cider  mill,  which  he  runs  for  custom 
business,  making  as  much  as  three  tlvousand  barrels 
in  a  season.  He  has  two  large  presses  with  a 
capacity  of  one  hundred  barrels  per  day  and  does 
the  grinding  and  pressing  by  steam.  Except  dur- 
ing the  season  when  the  mill  is  in  operation  he  is 
practically  retired  from  business. 

Mr.  Stockdale  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
companion  having  born  him  six  children.  Of  this 
circle  three  are  now  living.  Amelia  P.  is  Assistant 
Superintendent  in  the  Home  of  the  Friendless  in 
Chicago;  Phebe  H.  is  the  wife  of  John  Hollings- 
worth  whose  home  is  near  Monroe  City,  Mo., 
eighteen  miles  west  of  Hannibal;  Albert  J.  is  a 
telegraph  operator  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  <fe 
Quincy  Railroad.  The  present  wife  of  our  snl)ject 
bore  the  maiden  of  Rachael  Penny.  She  was 
bora  in  England  and  came  to  this  couTitry  in  child- 
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lioo(),  her  home  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  being 
in  Canton.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  Hattie  E.,  a  bookkeeper  for 
P.  P.  Mast  &  Co.,  in  Peoria;  Grace  M.,  wife  of 
Wilton  V'andevonder;  Laura,  deceased;  ]Maud, 
.lames  E.,  and  Matlie,  at  home. 

Mr.  ytockdale  served  as  Assistant  Township 
Supervisor  two  years  and  was  afterward  elected 
.Su|)ervisor,  serving  in  tliat  capacity  an  equal  length 
of  lime.  For  several  years  he  was  a  member  of 
tlie  Odd  Fellows  order.  In  political  matters  he 
altiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  being  one  of 
tlie  most  stanch  supporters  of  tbe  principles  laid 
down  in  its  platform.  In  the  first  campaign  of 
Lincoln  he  organized  nearly  twenty  Union  Leagues 
in  Fulton  County.  Quietly  pursuing  his  course 
in  life,  iionorably  discharging  all  his  obligations, 
and  manifesting  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  llie  community,  State  and  nation,  he  is  numbered 
•Tuiong  the  respectable  citizens  and  successful  men  in 
this  vicinity. 

Three  of  Mr.  Stockdale's  sons  participated  in 
tlie  late  war.  William  C,  enlisted  in  Company  II, 
Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  received  the 
commission  of  First  Lieutenant;  Sidney  A.,  was  a 
member  of  tlie  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  afterward 
transferred  to  Gen.  Kellogg's  corps  and  appointed 
Provost  Marshal  in  Tennessee,  having  his  head- 
quarters at  Nashville.  He  was  for  some  time  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Grant,  and  was  appointed  Col- 
lector of  Internal  Revenue  for  sixteen  parishes  in 
Louisiana,  which  was  among  the  first  appointments 
made  by  Grant  after  he  became  President.  When 
Senator  Kellogg  was  appointed  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms at  New  Orleans,  Sidney  became  his  Deputy. 
Albert  J.,  was  a  drummer  boy  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Third  Illinois  Infantrv  and  served  in  this  ca- 
pacity until  discharged. 


^SS^^ 


jJSAAC  HARRIS, 
and 


The  name  of  Harris  is  known 
respected  throughout  Fulton  County  as 
/I\  belonging  to  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  this 
section  of  the  countrj',  in  whose  honor  the  town- 
ship of  Harris  was  named.     The  present  represent- 


ative of  the  family  is  n  son  of  the  old  pioneer,  and 
was  himself  a  pioneer.  For  many  years  be  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  agricultural  life  of 
the  township  of  Bernadotte  and  is  one  of  its  most 
venerated  and  highly  esteemed  citizens. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
February  21,  1813.  His  parents  were  of  Pennsyl- 
vania birth.  They  came  to  Fulton  County  in  1827, 
and  in  1834  removed  to  what  is  now  Harris  Town- 
ship, which  was  named  in  honor  of  John  Harris, 
the  father.  He  was  a  prominent  settler  here  for 
many  years,  dying  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety- 
five  years.  His  wife  wag  eighty-six  years  old  at 
the  time  of  her  death.  In  the  history  of  Fulton 
County,  we  find  the  following  concerning  Mr.  Har- 
ris' settlement  here:  "Harris  Township,  which 
borders  upon  the  western  boundary  of  the  county 
was  named  in  honor  of  John  Harris,  its  first  settler. 
He  removed  here  from  Bernadotte  Township,  and 
located  on  section  18,  as  early  as  1827."  It  is  said 
that  for  several  years  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
hunting,  finding  abundance  of  game  in  the  native 
forces  and  upon  the  broad,  beautiful,  uncuhivated 
prairies.  It  is  said  that  when  he  first  visited  this 
region  he  made  the  journey  to  and  from  Ohio  on 
foot. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  within  twenty-two  d.ays  of  being 
twenty-one  years  old.  At  that  youthful  age  he 
married  and  established  a  home  of  his  own.  taking 
as  his  bride  Margaret,  daughter,  of  John  and 
Rachael  Sinnett.  to  whom  ha  was  married  January 
30,  1834.  Tiieir  pleasant  wedded  life  was  brought 
to  an  end  after  nine  years  by  the  prcnature  death 
of  the  wife  March  11,  1843.  Their  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  five  children,  four  daughters  and 
one  son,  of  whom  the  following  is  recorded:  Em- 
ily born  November  17,  1834,  married  J.  L.  Clif- 
ford, and  died  F'ebruary  14,  1880;  Mary,  born 
August  11,  1836,  married  AVilliam  DeFord  in 
October,  1855;  he  is  a  butcher  by  trade,  and 
they  live  in  Smithfield,  Cass  Township;  William 
H.  was  born  on  the  13th  of  February,  183!), 
enlisted  in  1862  in  Company  11,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Lookout  Mountain  in  1863;  Rlioda,  born  Febru- 
ary   24,    1811,   married    Edivard    Fennel    in  July, 


256 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


1858,  and  they  live  on  their  own  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  in  Wayne  County,  Iowa;  Margaret,  born 
March  11,  1843,  married  Jolin  Wheeler,  Octo'oer 
30,  1864,  and  they  live  on  a  leased  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Putman  Township. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married  to  his  present  estimable 
wife  June  22,  1843.  She  was  formerly  Margaret.T. 
Littlejohn,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Sa- 
rah Littlejohn.  The  union  of  our  subject  and  liis 
wife  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  the  following  is  recorded:  Perry, 
born  August  10,  1844,  is  married  and  lives  on 
a  homestead  in  the  State  of  Nebraska;  Sarah, 
born  April  27,  1846,  married  Samuel  Chambers 
and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Bernadotte  Township; 
Nancy,  born  February  20.  1847,  married  John  Cru- 
sen,  who  is  a  butcher,  and  they  live  in  Cuba,  Put- 
man  ^Township;  John  L.  born  February  8,  1850, 
lives  on  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Cass  Township;  Miciiael  R.,  born  March  15, 
1852,  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  the  State  of  Nebraska;  Lana,  born  January 
8,  1855,  married  Jesse  Nate,  a  dairyman,  and  they 
live  in  Lewistown;  F.mma  Jane,  born  September  7, 
1858,  married  George  Stockham,  and  thej'  live  on 
their  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  Lewis- 
town  Township;  Julia  E.,  born  December  16,  1860, 
married  William  Freeman,  whose  biography  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  book;  Elmira  M.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 28.  1865,  married  William  Johnson,  and  lives 
on  part  of  her  father's  farm;  Amanda  H,  born 
January  19,  1857,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months. 

Soon  after  our  subject's  first  marriage  he  en- 
tered one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of 
land  in  Harris  Township.  After  living  on  it  two 
\cars  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  13,  Bernadotte  Township,  where  he  has  re- 
sided ever  since.  It  is  in  every  respect  a  good 
farm,  supplied  with  ample  buildings,  under  the 
best  of  cultivation  and  highly  productive.  Our  sub- 
ject has  been  a  hard  working  man.  In  his  younger 
days  he  used  to  walk  from  Lewistown  to  where  he 
now  lives,  cut  two  cords  of  wood  and  walk  back 
again  the  same  day,  which  feat  no  one  but  a  very 
strong,  active  man  could  have  performed.  He  has 
worked  for  fifty  cents  a  day  in  the  harvest-field. 

Mr.  Han  is    has   been    a  witness    of    the   many 


changes  that  have  made  this  a  well-developed 
country  and  which  have  been  brought  .about  in  a 
great  measure  by  the  introduction  of  modern  m.a- 
chinery  that  has  so  greatly  facilitated  the  work  of 
harvesting.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  constitution 
and  comes  of  a  hardy,  long-lived  r.ace,  having  about 
one  hundred  relatives  now  living.  He  has  fi  ve  wid- 
owed sisters  and  three  brothes,  the  youngest  of  whcira 
is  sixty  years  old,  and  among  Ids  descendants  he  can 
count  seventy-five  grand  children  and  greatgrand- 
children.  His  motiier-in-law,  Mrs.  Littlejohn,  is  liv- 
ing with  him  and  has  attained  the  remarkable  old 
age  of  ninety-two  years.  Mr.  Harris  is  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  polities  is  a  sturdy  Republican.  His  por- 
trait is  presented  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


J'~/OHN  POLHEMUS.  The  name  that  heads 
this  sketch  is  one  long  and  wortliilj-  identi- 
fied with  Joshua  Township,  and  no  history 
'  of  this  immediate  vicinity  would  be  com. 
plete  without  a  biographical  review  of  the  life  of 
Mr.  Polhemus.  From  a  perusal  of  this  necessarily^ 
brief  and  incomplete  life  record,  it  will  be  seen  that 
from  earliest  youth  to  the  present  time  his  (Ia3's 
have  not  been  uselessly  or  idly  spent.  He  is  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  energy  and  force  of  char- 
acter and  one  much  respected  in  business  circles. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, May  4,  1830,  a  son  of  Daniel  G.  and  Maria 
Polhemus,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  State,  both 
being  descendants  of  Holland  ancestry.  In  the 
springof  1838,  the  parents  with  their  entire  family 
left  the  .State  of  their  nativity  and  coming  to  Illi- 
nois, settled  in  Fairview.  The  father  bought  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  near  the  present  site  of  the 
town  of  that  name  and  the  Polhemus  family  have 
since  contributed  largely  to  the  growth  and  pros- 
jjerity  of  this  enterprising  town  which  is  only  twc 
miles  from  their  residence.  The  father  became  one 
of  the  most  useful  pioneers  of  this  section  and  here 
passed  his  remaining  days,  dying  in  the  month  of 
January,  1883,  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  wife  died 
April  1,  1879,. and  they  are  both  sleeping  their    last 
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sleep  in  the  cemetery  at  Fairview.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children — lohn,  Ralph,  Emily, 
Henry,  Garrett,  Matilda  and  Mary,  of  whom  the 
first  three  are  deceased  and  llic  others  are  living  in 
Fulton  County. 

John  Polhemus  received  his  education  in  the 
common  school  and  remained  with  his  parents  at 
the  old  homestead  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years.  On  Febiiiary  4,  1S62,  he  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Anna  Stout,  whose  parents  were  of 
New  Jeisey  birth.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Polhemus  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  D,  under 
command  of  Capt.  Wicas,  and  went  into  camp  at 
Peoria.  After  one  month  spent  there  he  marched 
with  his  regiment  to  Bolivar,  Tenn.,  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Tallahatchee,  Vicksburg,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Kencsaw  Mountain.  Mr.  Polhemus 
and  his  comrades  accompanied  Sherman  to  the  sea 
and  bore  an  honorable  part  in  all  the  engagements 
of  that  famous  campaign.  He  was  in  the  army 
tluee  years  and  during  all  that  time  never  lost  a 
day  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  was  always 
prompt  in  reporting  for  duty.  He  showed  many 
valiant,  soldierly  qualities,  was  cool  and  courage- 
ous in  battle,  and  was  always  faithful  and  eflieient 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places.  At  Dalton,  Ga.,  Mr. 
Polhemus  was  captured  on  the  skirmish  line  by  the 
rebels,  but  he  overpowered  the  guard  in  a  personal 
encounter,  succeeded  in  taking  his  gun  and  gaining 
his  liberty,  by  this  exploit  escaping  the  horrors  of 
the  rebel  prison  at  Andersonville.  He  was  cap- 
tured a  second  time  and  a  second  time  he  managed 
to  escape,  though  shot  at  twice  wiiile  fleeing.  At 
Lookout  Mountain  he  was  wounded  and  at  Atlanta 
a  rifle  ball  struck  the  brass  plate  of  his  belt,  his  life 
being  saved  by  the  plate.  Mr.  Polhemus  stdl  pre- 
serves the  ball  and  belt  which  he  cherishes  highly 
as  a  relic  of  his  soldier  days. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Polhemus  was  hon- 
orably discharged  from  the  service  and  returned 
home  with  an  excellent  military  record.  He  has 
since  devoted  himself  to  fprming,  having  pur- 
chased a  good  farm  on  section  5,  Joshua  Township, 
after  he  left  the  army.  He  has  gre.atly  increased 
the  value  of  his  land  since  it  came  into  his  posses- 
sion and  has  upon  it  manj' neat  and  well    arranged 


I    improvements.     IIe!p!iys  close  attention  to  his  du- 
ties, is  skillful  in  carrying  on;his  operations  and   is 
meeting  with  well  deserved   success.     He  and    his 
wife  have  here  a  cozy,  comfortable    home.     Their 
married  life  has  been  productive  to  them   of  much 
hap|)iness  and  has  brought  to  them  eight  children, 
and  the  following  is  the  record  of  the  four  living: 
!    Daniel,  born  April  13,  1855;  Charles.  October   20, 
[    1856  ;  Emily,  February  23,  1 860,  .and  Harry,  Febru- 
I   ary  14,  1861.     The  children  have   been   carefully 
trained  to  useful  lives,  and  are  all  residents  of  Ful- 
ton  County. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  gallant  and  brave 
soldier  and  one  who  must  always  be  remembered  in 
I  recounting  the  famous  victories  and  numerous  dan- 
gers of  the  great  Civil  AVar.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  L.  P.  Blair  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Fairview.  He  is 
I  a  citizen  whojs  most  higiily  resperjted  and  well- 
liked  by  the  entire  community  and  in  all  the  affairs 
of  life  he    has    conducted    himself  creditably    and 


honorably. 


\T^  LMER  ELLSWORT 
\jr^  enterprising  editor  I 
/JLrr^  a  young  gentleman 


PH    WHITEHEAD,  the 

of  the  Fairview  Bee,    is 

an  possessed  of  those  happy 

j   traits  of  character  that  enable  him  to  keep  up  the 

1   liveliness  of  the  Bee  with  all  case,  and  talent   that 

I   is    much    admired  throughout    this    community. 

There  is  certainly  no  position  in    life  tiiat  requires 

more  energy,  good  judgment  and  education   than 

does  editorial  work.     Mr.  Whitehead  was   ushered 

into  this  world  at   Canton,  July  10,   1861,  and  is 

the  son  of  Savill  and  Anna  (Ogden)  Whitehead. 

I        Savill  Whitehead  was  born  in  Oldham, Lancashire, 

I   England,  as  was  also  his  wife.  He  was  a  machinist  by 

trade  and  upon  leaving  his  native  shores  located  in 

Canton,  where  he  is  still  living  and  following  his 

trade  in  his  own  shops.     He   rendered   his  country 

good    service  by  joining  the  ranks  of  the  LTnion 

j    Army  during  the   late  Civil    War.     The  parental 

family    of  our    subject    included     nine    children, 

namely:    two    who  died   in   infancy  in    England, 

j   Joseph,  born  in   England,  and   who  is  foreman  on 

I   the  Canton  Ledger,  at  Canton;  Mary,  who  resides 

1   in  Chicago;  John  J.,  wlin  died  at  the  early  age  of 
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tinp.  and  one-lialf  j-ears;  our  subject   was  next    in 
order  of  birth;  Ida  M.,  a  resident  of  Canton;  Freil    ] 
G.,  who  died  when  two  years  old  and  All)ert,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Canton. 

Our  subject  |)a$scd  his  cliildhood  in  his  native 
place,  attending  the  public  and  liigh  schools  in 
Canton,  and  completing  liis  education  at  Tuland's 
College  in  that  city.  When  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  entered  the  Ledger  ofHce  as  type-setter  and 
"printer's  devil,"  (be  it  understood  that  he  was  by 
no  means  possessed  of  Satanic  nature  except  in 
newspaper  phraseology,  kind  reader).  After  filling 
his  laborious  and  far  from  congenial  position  for 
about  two  years,  and  in  the  meantime  developing 
his  talent  for  journalistic  work,  he  next  connected 
himself  with  the  Vermont  Chronicle,  but  after 
chronicling  news  for  about  six  months,  he 
worked  on  the  Burlington  Ilawkeye — that  most 
amusing  of  all  papers.  His  next  venture  was  with 
the  Canton  liegister,  after  which  he  was  with  the 
Lewistown  Democrat  and  the  Havana  Republican. 
Naturally  this  varied  experience  admirably  fitted 
him  to  take  charge  of  a  paper,  and  since  coming  to 
Fairview  he  has  been  busy,  not  as  a  bee,  but  on  the 
Bee.  This  paper  was  established  .January  3,  1883, 
by  F.B.Phillips. 

Mr.  Whitehead  bought  out  the  owners  of  the 
Bee  the  same  year  in  which  it  was  established  and 
lias  continued  to  make  it  a  breezy  and  interesting 
sheet  up  to  the  present  time.  His  is  not  a  "bee" 
that  stings,  but  one  that  "buzzes"  in  a  most  musi- 
cal manner,  and  flies  regulatlj'  into  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  homes  that  would  be  lost  with 
out  their  spicy  little  visitor. 

In  June,  1886,  our' subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lillian  M.  Odle,  of  Havana,  and 
daught^er  of  William  Odle.  Her  father  is  a  retired 
merchant  and  she  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of 
the  four  children  born  to  her  parents.  Mrs.  White- 
head is  a  graduate  of  the  Havana  High  School  and 
a  most  estimable  woman.  Her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  two  children — 
Violet  and  P'loyd  Nelson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitehead  have  a  comfortable 
home  in  the  central  part  of  the  village,  and  here 
they  entertain  many  a  brilliant  visitor  and  in  their 
cozy  parlor  numerous  "bon-mots"  fly  about.     Our''  j 


subject  is  a  member  of  the  Fairview  Lodge,  No.  120, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  Secretary.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
polities  our  subject  is  an  Independent.  In  addition 
to  his  editorial  duties,  he  has  a  nice  business  in  job 
work  and  is  gaining  ground  so  rapidly  in  this 
work  that  the  older  printing  houses  through  the 
county  should  look  to  their  laurels.  He  is  a  very 
popular  man  and  especially  so  in  his  own  town- 
ship, having  served  as  Township  Clerk  through 
1880  and  1889. 


OIIN  G.  ACKERSON,  a  veteran  of  the  late 
war  who  is  now  connected  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Liverpool  Township,  is 
\\^JJ  a  native  of  this  county,  lie  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1831,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his  parents, 
Abram  and  Eleanor  (Kent)  Ackerson,  in  Lewistown 
Township.  His  father  was  one  of  the  very  earliest 
settlers  of  this  county,  coming  here  from  Ohio,  his 
native  State.  He  was  a  son  of  Garrett  Ackerson, 
who  was  a  native  of  New  York.  The  Ackersons 
are  supposed  to  have  originated  in  Holland.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  and  also 
engaged  in  carpentering.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
settlement  of  Ohio  he  removed  from  New  York  to 
that  State  and  became  one  of  its  pioneers.  He 
cleared  a  farm  which  he  owned  and  operated  un- 
till  18-27,  when  he  came  by  wagon  to  Fulton 
County  and  was  among  the  first  to  locate  in  Lew- 
istown Township,  settling  on  a  tract  of  timber 
land  three  miles  northeast  from  the  present  site 
of  the  city,  for  which  he  paid  $1.25  an  acre.  The 
Indians  had  not  then  left  the  country  which  was  in 
a  very  sparsely  settled  condition,  and  deer,  wild 
hogs  and  turkeys  abounded.  The  grandfather  de- 
veloped a  farm  and  remained  a  resident  of  this 
county  until  his  death  at  a  venerable  age  in  1862. 
The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  county  in 
1828,  about  a  year  later  than  his  father's  removal 
to  this  section.  His  father  gave  him  forty  acres  of 
land,  and  he  actively  entered  upon  the  pioneer  task 
of  preparing  it  for  farming  purposes.  His  work 
was  interrupted  for  a  time  by  the  Black  Hawk  War, 
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in  which  lie  served  as  a  soldier.  Tie  lived  in  lliis 
county  until  his  death  with  the  except  on  of  two 
years  residence  in  Mason  County.  He  died  on  our 
subject's  farm  in  Liverpool  Township,  in  18G8.  at  j 
the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  He  was  a  man  of  exem- 
plary habits  and  was  a  member  of  the  church  ^ 
nearly  all  liis  life,  belonging  first  to  the  church  of  | 
the  I'nited  Brethren  and  later  to  the  Methodist 
Church.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years  and  then  gave 
up  her  life  with  the  calmness  and  serenity  that  at- 
tends the  death  of  faithful  believers.  She  was  iden- 
tified wi'Ji  the  Southern  Methodist  Ciuirch  for 
many  years.  Five  children  wore  l)orn  to  tlie  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  of  whom  four  grew  to  matu- 
rity, namcl}':  Almarinda  (deceased),  John  (J., 
Abram  W..  Catherine  (deceased),  and  Elizabeth, 
(Mrs.  Wheadon). 

Our  subject  passed  iiis  youth  on  a  farm  in  this, 
his  native  county,  and  in  the  common  schools  ob- 
tained a  limited  education.  The  schoolhouse 
which  he  attended  was  a  rude  log  structure  with 
slab  seats  and  furnishings  quite  in  keeping  with 
the  day.  He  remained  at  home  and  assisted  in 
the  management  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-nine years  old.  In  July,  1862,  he  determined  to 
throw  aside  his  work  and  take  part  in  the  great 
war  that  was  then  being  waged,  and  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B.  P^ighty-fifth  Illinois  Regiment,  for  a 
term  of  three  years.  His  company  was  drilled  for 
two  weeks  at  Peoria  and  was  then  sent  to  Louis- 
ville. Ky.  From  there  our  subject  and  his  com- 
rades went  to  Crab  Orchard,  the  pride  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State  in  the  way  of  watering  places,  and 
there  they  took  part  in  a  battle  and  skirmish  that 
lasted  a  whole  day.  At  this  place,  Mr.  Ackerson 
was  taken  sick  with  a  bilious  attack,  and  was  re- 
moved to  the  regimental  hospital  at  Nashville. 
Tenn.,  where  he  remained  until  February',  1863, 
and  was  then  discharged  on  account  of  physical 
disability-.  So  greatly  did  his  health  suffer  from 
the  hardships  that  he  had  to  endure  while  in  the 
army  that  he  felt  the  effects  of  his  illness  for  a  year 
after  his  return  home. 

In  1872  our  subject  removed  to  Cowley 
County.  Kan.,  where  he  bought  a  quarter  section 
of  land.     He  broke   but  sixty-five  acres  and  raised 


a  good  croj)  of  corn  during  his  two  3'ears  residence 
there.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out,  and  com- 
ing back  to  Fulton  County,  bought  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  acres  that  he  now  owns,  a  part  of 
which  is  on  the  Illinois  River  bottoms,  where  the 
soil  is  ver.v  rich  and  productive.  He  has  ever  since 
been  a  resident  of  Liverpool  Township,  and  has  de- 
voted himself  to  tilling  the  soil  and  raising  stock. 
Ho  has  put  many  good  improvements  upon  his 
place,  has  everything  necessary  for  conducting 
agriculture,  and  from  his  well  tilled  fields  reaps 
good  harvests. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1872,  Mr.  Ackerson  and 
Miss  May  Wallwoi  th  wore  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Ackerson  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  came  to  this  State  with  her  parents  who  settled 
near  Fairbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ackerson  have  made 
for  themselves  a  pleasant  home  and  the}'  enjoy  the 
friendship  of  many  in  their  community.  Politically 
Mr.  Ackerson  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  Road  Commis- 
sioner, Constable  and  .School  Director  at  different 
times  and  no  one  is  more  willing  than  he  to  help  in 
forwarding  the  best  interests  of  Liverpool  Town- 
ship. 


^s  A  T  H  A  N  1  E  L  X'lTTU  M.  While  Fulton 
}j  County  has  much  in  the  waj'  of  natural  re- 
sources  and  commercial  transactions  to  com- 
mend it  to  the  public  .at  large,  the  chief  interest 
centers  upon  the  lives  of  those  citizens  who  have 
achieved  success  for  themselves  and  at  the  same 
time  benefited  the  community  in  which  they  re- 
side. Prominent  among  these  men  is  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  he  having  been  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  and  taken  an  active  part  in  laying 
the  foundation  for  the  present  prosperity  of  the 
county. 

Grandfather  Vittum  w.as  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  New  Hampshire,  cutting  his  way  into  the  forest, 
and  receiving  the  deed  to  a  large  tract  of  Land  for 
his  settlement.  His  son  Tuftine  was  the  lirst  boy 
born  in  the  town  of  .S.andwich.  On  growing  to 
manhood  he  married  Dolly  Weed,  who  was  the 
first  girl    born    in   Moltonboro,   N.    IL,  and  wliose 
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parents,  ^Moses  and  Dolly  (Mugget)  Weed,  were 
very  early  settlers  in  the  Granite  State  and  liad 
been  warm  friends  of  the  Vitlunis  for  many  j-ears. 
Tuftine  Vittiim  and  his  wife  resided  in  their  na- 
tive State  throughout  the  entire  course  of  their 
lives.  To  them  were  born  three  children — Na- 
thaniel, Daniel  and  Sally.  An  uncle  of  our  sub- 
ject fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  many 
relatives  participated  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Nathaniel  Vittum  was  born  in  Sandwich,  N.  H., 
March  30,  1804,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive State,  following  farming  as  au  occupation. 
He  at  one  time  owned  an  hotel  and  was  also  in- 
terested in  the  stage  business.  In  1825  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Clara  Palmer,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Sallie  (Cannister)  Palmer,  who  was  from  early 
infancy  a  near  neighbor  of  Mr.  Yittum  and  is  but 
four  nionlhs  his  junior,  having  been  born  August 
17,  1804.  Her  ancestors  in  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  were  from  Holland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yittum  are  the  parents  of  three  children — .Sarah, 
who  married  Joseph  Drake,  both  being  now  de- 
ceased; Daniel  AV.,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  wide- 
awake business  man  of  this  county;  and  Martin, 
who  died  at  an  earl}'  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yittum  came  to  this  county  from 
their  native  State  in  the  year  1847,  purchasing 
large  tracts  of  land  which  embraced  about  five 
hundred  acres.  Tlieir  son  had  previously  visited 
this  section  in  company  with  an  uncle,  and  con- 
sidering it  a  most  desirable  place  of  residence,  had 
located  here,  and  the  father  coming  to  visit  him, 
was  equally  well  pleased.  Mr.  Yittum  continued 
his  agricultural  operations  until  his  advancing 
years  impaired  his  health  and  he  retired  from 
business.  He  has  been  an  active,  hard-working 
man,  devoting  much  time  to  financiail  matters, 
but  having  achieved  success,  is  now  enjoying  life 
in  a  most  comfortable  waj-.  He  and  his  wife, 
who  has  been  his  faithful  companion  for  sixt\'- 
five  years,  occupy  a  coz}'  home  in  (Canton,  where 
they  are  surrounded  by  admiring  friends. 

Mr.  Yittum  has  taken  great  interest  in  politics, 
both  in  his  native  State  and  Illinois,  and  has  on 
manj-  occasions  been  urged  to  become  a  candi- 
date for  office,  an  honor  which  he  kindly  but 
firmly   declined.      He  w.a.s   an    old    acquaintance  of 


"Long  John"  Wentworth,  and  many  times  while 
boys  together  in  New  Hampshire,  they  hauled 
wood  to  boil  maple  syrup.  Indeed,  the  Went- 
worths,  Vittums  and  AVeeds  were  upon  very  inti- 
mate terras  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  frequently 
visited  Mr.  W^entworth  in  Chicago.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vittum  iiave  been  connected  with  the 
Congregational  Church  for  half  a  century. 


f(^  EZEKIAH  CATTRON  who  is  well  known 
|)  and  honored  in  this  section  of  the  county, 
ilislinguished  as  being  one  of  the  oldest 
siilrnts  of  Hickory  Township,  where  he 
has  a  l:uge  :uk1  valuable  farm.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  landholders  of  Fulton  County,  and 
as  a  prominent  farmer  has  been  a  jjotent  agent  in 
advancing  the  growth  of  this  portion  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Cattron  was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  East 
Tennessee,  May  26,  1813,  to  A'alentine  and  Frances 
(Bohannon)  Cattron,  natives  respectively  of  Yir- 
ginia  and  North  Carolina.  At  an  early  day  the 
father  of  our  subject  left  Tennessee  with  his  family 
and  started  on  an  exploring  tour  in  search  of  a 
pleasant  location  and  in  1820  arrived  in  Wasliiiigton 
County,  Ind.  They  settled  three  miles  south  of  Salem 
and  engaged  in  farming  there  four  years.  In  1825 
the  family  moved  to  Bartholemew  County  the  same 
State,  four  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Columbus, 
where  Mr.  Cattron  obtained  a  lease  of  a  school 
section.  In  a  short  time  he  sold  his  lease  and  we 
next  hear  of  him  In  Fountain  Count}-,  Ind.,  where 
he  took  possession  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
he  continued  to  occupy  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 
He  then  traded  that  land  for  a  tract  of  land  in  La 
Porte  County,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  which 
took  place  April  15,  1832,  he  sent  his  son,  our  sub- 
ject, to  improve  his  last  purchase.  In  1834  he  re- 
moved to  that  place  and  while  he  was  residing 
there  bought  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Pleasant 
Township,  Fulton  County.  On  the  30th  of  April, 
1837,  the  family  came  to  this  county  and  settled  on 
said  land,  and  the  father  and  our  subject  made  an 
additional  purchase  of  a  half  section  of  land  in 
Deerfield  and  Young  Hickory  Townships. 
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The  father  of  our  subject  died  February  4, 1840. 
He  had  been  ver}'  much  prospered  and  at  the  time 
of  iiis  death  owned  land  in  the  foUowiiitr  four  town- 
ships: Hici<ory,  Fairview,  Josliua  and  Deerfield, 
whicli  property  is  now  in  possession  of  our  subject. 
He  remained  with  his  father  during  the  life  of  the 
latter,  afforded  him  material  assistance  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  his  fortune,  and  to-d.ay  is  one  of  the 
vvoaltliy  men  of  iiis  county.  He  has  further  in- 
creased tlie  acreage  of  his  estate  by  various  pur- 
chases and  now  owns  twelve  hundred  acres  of 
choice  and  valuable  land  in  Fulton  County.  The 
farm  on  which  he  resides  is  pleasantly  located  on 
section  0,  Hickory  Township,  and  the  improve- 
ments on  it  are  of  the  best  class.  Mr.  C'attron,  al- 
tliough  on  the  shady  side  of  life  is  yet  vigorous, 
and  manages  his  affairs  with  the  old  time  ability 
and  sound  judgment.  The  work  that  he  has  done 
to  .advance  the  welfare  of  tlie  county  and  to  lielp 
build  up  its  schools  and  churches,  and  so  elevate 
its  social,  moral  and  religious  status,  entitles  him 
to  a  iiigh  place  among  the  pioneers  of  Fulton 
County. 

Mr.  Cattron  was  married  July  4.  1839,  to 
Rachael  Alcott,  tlieir  marriage  taking  place  in  Fair- 
view  Township.  Her  parents  came  from  New 
Jersey  and  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  while  lie 
springs  from  German  ancestry.  Four  children 
have  blessed  tlie  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  all  of  whom  aie  living  in  Fulton  County,  and 
their  record  is  as  follows:  Mary  Eliza,  boin  July 
20,  1840;  Josiah  A.,  January  8,  1842;  John  Milton, 
Ajiril  4.  1844;  and  Israel  Valentine,  September 
IT),    184C. 

Mr.  Cattron  and  his  good  wife  joined  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  December  4,  1850,  and 
have  been  connected  with  it  ever  since  as  two  of 
its  most  consistent  and  valued  members,  wiio  are 
deeply  interested  in  all  religious  matters  and  will- 
ingly contribute  to  all  worthy  causes.  Jlr.  Cattron 
has  been  a  true  Re)3uhlican  since  tlie  formation  of 
tlie  party.  He  has  borne  a  prominent  part  in  the 
puldic  life  of  this  section,  and  has  served  in  various 
important  offices.  For  three  years  he  was  a  School 
Commissioner,  for  two  years  a  Road  Commissioner, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
was  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 


one  year,  and  he  sat  on  tlie  first  grand  jury  that 
was  ever  convened  in  this  county.  He  has  also 
interested  himself  in  educational  matters  as  a 
teacher.  He  obtained  his  education  in  Washington 
and  Fountain  Counties,  Ind.  undcrjlitliculties,  as 
he  had  to  walk  a  distance  of  three  miles  over  a 
rough,  dreary  read  in  order  to  get  to  the  primitive 
pioneer  school  which  he  attended.  After  coming 
to  this  State  he  utilized  his  education  by  te.nching 
school  one  year  (1838)  two  miles  west  of  Canton. 
He  is  a  generous,  open-hearted  gentleman,  and  is 
ready  at  all  times  to  do  what  wealth  and  good 
feeling  can  accomplish  both  in  business  and  social 
circles.  His  genial  nature,  as  well  as  his  unusual 
liberality,  has  made  numerous  friends  for  him  in 
the  community  with  which  he  has  been  identified 
for  more  than  half  a  century. 


ARTIN  RUSSELL,  General  Insurance 
Agent,  Canton.  Nothing  more  fuUj'  illus- 
trates the  rapid  strides  the  world  has  made 
in  civilization  during  the  last  few  centur- 
ies, than  the  manifold  and  varied  occupations  found 
to  exist  in  large  and  small  cities;  and  the  immense 
amount  of  insurance  carried  both  on  individual  life 
and  property,  is  indeed  surprising  when  we  see  the 
estimate  in  plain  figures.  "With  every  succeeding 
year  business  is  becoming  more  and  more  brisi\, 
and  bread-winners  must  work  faithfully  and  well 
to  attend  properly  to  the  duties  found  in  each  line 
of  work.  But  tact  and  industry  combined  always 
bring  about  a  happy  result,  as  is  seen  in  the  case  of 
Martin  Russell,  whose  sketch  now  claims  attention. 
Mr.  Russell  is  an  Englishman  by  birth,  having 
first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  that  country,  IMarch  2, 
1823,  and  had  reached  his  second  year  when  his 
parents.  John  and  Hannah  (Ray)  Russell,  left  their 
English  home  to  seek  a  new  one  in  the  United 
States.  The  father  was  an  agriculturist,  and  settled 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  at  Barnard,  and  there 
continued  to  live  through  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  up  to  his  death.     The    mother  died    in  that 


I    State  about  1834,  leaving  tin 
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tliia,  wife  of  Ceber  vSmitli,  of  Pittsford,  Vt. ;' John, 
resident  of  Barnarcl,  Vt. ;  and  the  subject  of  our 
sketch. 

According  to  the  custom  of  those  days,  Mr. 
Russell's  father  bound  him  oat  Avhen  he  was  four 
years  old  .and  he  continued  to  serve  until  he  had 
reached  his  seventeenth  year.  The  remembrance 
of  those  j'ears  is  not  attended  with  any  great 
amount  of  pleasure,  although  Mr.  Russell  recalls 
the  lad}'  of  the  house  with  gratitude,  she  having 
always  been  kind  and  considerate  and  doing  all  in 
her  power  to  make  life  more  endurable  to  him.  He 
received  no  literary  instruction,  although  his  father 
had  arranged  for  him  to  attend  school  two  months 
each  year.  He  had  been  ambitious  to  acquire  an 
education  and  had  obtained  a  certain  amount  of 
knowledge  by  studying  at  night  after  a  hard  day's 
work,  dreading  the  penaltj'  of  a  whipping  if  the 
light  of  his  tallow  dip  was  discovered  by  the 
man  to  whom  he  was  bound.  After  leaving  this 
place  he  workeil  for  a  few  mouths  on  a  farm  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  tlien  attended  a  select  school 
three  months,  after  which  he  came  West  to  Mans- 
lield,  Ohio. 

This  was  in  1844,  and  Mr.  Russell  taught  for  a 
short  time  but  in  the  ensuing  year  came  to  Illinois, 
settling  first  at  iSbabbona  and  continuing  to  make 
that  his  home  until  1850,  While  there  he  took  up 
the  insurance  business  and  is  now  about  the  oldest 
man  in  his  line  of  work  in  the  entire  State.  He  went 
to  California  by  the  overland  route  in  18.00  and  his 
experience  throughout  the  trip  was  exceedingly  in- 
teresting. He  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  diary 
which  he  had  been  keeping,  but  an  excellent  mem- 
or}'  enables  him  to  recount  the  most  interesting  in- 
cidents as  well  as  the  most  trying  experiences  in 
which  he  bore  a  part.  He  learned  what  hunger  is, 
as  the  last  mouthful  of  food  was  eaten  when  the 
party  was  yet  five  hundred  miles  from  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  grass  on  the  plains  had  not  started  as 
early  as  usual  that  year  and  it  was  necessary  to  put 
the  horses  on  short  allowance  and  give  to  them 
some  of  the  provision  that  had  been  made  for  tiie 
human  beings. 

After  a  short  experience  as  a  miner  on  the  Yuba 
River  Mr.  Russell  returned  home,  crossing  Central 
America  and  continuing  his  journey  to  T^ew    York 


by  water.  The  coach  and  four  with  which  the 
journey  across  Central  America  was  made  was  pic- 
turesque, if  not  modern.  The  vehicle  consisted  of 
two  large  wheels  cut  from  the  redwood  tree,  set  on 
a  sapling  for  an  axle,  while  the  bed  of  the  coach  was 
of  rawhides  and  the  top  a  canopy  of  leaves  sup- 
ported b}'  saplings.  This  rude  conveyance  was 
drawn  by  Mexican  oxen.  Mr.  Russell  saw  many 
wonderful  sights,  but  was  not  averse  to  making  his 
home  in  the  Prairie  State  when  his  tour  was  com- 
pleted. He  settled  in  DeKalb  County  after  having 
passed  some  time  in  the  East,  and  continued  his  in- 
surance business,  investing  some  money  in  a  valu- 
able farm.  This  he  sold  in  1866  at  which  time  he 
located  in  Galesburg,  whence  he  removed  to  Can- 
ton in  the  summer  of  1872.  As  general  insurance 
agent,  liis  duties  have  extended  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  United  States  and  it  is  a  distinct  com- 
pliment to  Ilbuois  that  after  so  much  wandering  he 
invariably  returned  here. 

Mr.  Russell  represents  some  of  the  best  compan- 
ies in  America,  among  them  being  the  Ohio  Farm 
ers.  Glens  Falls,  Jersey  C'itj%  State  Investment,  of 
California,  Denver,  of  Colorado  and  the  ^Etna  Life 
Insurance,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  He  is  still  as  actively 
engaged  in  business  as  ever,  employing  office  help 
in  the  carrying  on  of  his  labors.  His  home  is  a 
happy  one,  presided  over  by  a  native  of  Water- 
town,  N.  Y.,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cath- 
erine Hall.  She  became  his  wife  in  1845,  the 
marriage  rites  being  celebrated  in  DeKalb  County, 
this  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  have  four  chil- 
dren, named  respectively,  Viola,  Emma,  Frank  and 
AVill. 

Mr.  Russell  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  has 
taken  the  council  degrees.  He  does  not  belong  to 
any  church,  but  is  a  very  moral  man  and  lives  re- 
ligion in  his  daily  habits  as  nearh'  as  possible. 
Being  a  self-made  man  he  is  well  prepared  to  un- 
derstand the  trials  and  hardships  of  which  life  is 
too  often  composed,  and  loses  no  opportunity  to 
help  those  less  fortunate  than  himself.  Once  at 
the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder  of  fame  and  for- 
tune, Mr.  Russell  has  climbed  round  by  round,  un- 
til he  stands  to  day  upon  the  topmost  one.  and 
merits  additional  praise  for  having  climbed  with- 
out assistance  of  anv  kind. 


cA^^^^^  (^_a<^ 
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^^M  ARTIN    BEEBE.     This   enterprising    and 
I      |\\    progressive  farmer,  whose  portrait  is  shown 
I       i£>  on  the  opposite  page,  is  the  owner  of  what 
■^  is   known  as  the  Duck  Island  Farm,  con- 

sisting of  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of 
land  on  sections  33,  34  and  35,  Banner  Townsliip. 
Nine  hundred  acres  are  under  cultivation,  pro- 
ducing from  forty  to  fifty  bushels  of  wheat  and 
from  seventj'  to  one  hundred  bushels  of  corn  per 
acre.  Mr.  Beebe  is  extensively  engaged  in  rais- 
ing corn  and  hogs,  although  other  products  are  not 
neglected.  His  residence  on  section  33,  presents 
an  appearance  of  comfort  and  homelikeness,  and  is 
accompanied  by  the  numerous  buildings  needful 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  the  place. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Chemung  County, 
N.Y., April  6,  1819,  to  Hezekiah  and  Sarah  (Boyer) 
Beebe.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  removing  with 
his  parents  lo  LaGrange  County,  Ind.,  in  1837, 
and  remaining  there  until  1839.  In  December  of 
that  year  he  came  to  this  county,  employing  him- 
self at  work  by  the  month  for  two  years.  He 
next  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  at  which  be 
worked  about  fifteen  years.  In  1849  Mr.  Beebe 
bought  a  small  farm  in  Banner  Townsliip,  near 
Utica,  and  in  1860  purchased  the  Island  Farm 
from  John  N.  Willard,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Here 
he  has  mads  his  home  since  that  time,  devoting 
himself  assiduously  to  the  pursuit  of  his  chosen 
calling  and  reaping  a  satisfactory  reward  for  liis 
perseverance,  intelligence  and  prudence. 

Mr.  Beebe  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  union 
having  been  consummated  in  1847.  His  bride 
was  Miss  Diana  Sayles,  an  efficient  and  affectionate 
lady,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  her  death, 
January  8,  1862.  She  left  five  children,  whose 
record  is  as  follows:  Henry  Clay,  born  April  12, 
1851,  married  Clara  Rosecamp;  Clara  A.,  born 
January  28,  1853,  died  at  the  age  of  eigiiteen 
years;  Marcus  T.,  born  February  1,  1856,  married 
Polly  Harris  and  lives  in  Missouri;  Josephine, 
born  March  28,  1858,  married  William  Ringliouse 
in  October,  1886,  and  now  lives  in  Mason  County; 
Orrin,  born  February  29,  1861,  married  Miss  Min- 
nie Riley  and  lives  in  Bucklieart  Township,  this 
county. 

The  second   marriage  of  our  subject   was  cele- 


brated November  24,  1870,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Emma  Elem,  who,  while  devoted  to  her  family  and 
their  interests,  finds  time  and  opportunity  for 
kindly  intercourse  with  her  many  friends.  This 
marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
sons  and  daughter:  John,  born  July  27,  1873; 
Amos,  January  1,  1875;  Hector,  June  24,  1877; 
Frederick,  July  28,  1879;  Carrol,  January  14, 
1882;  Sheldon,  September  5,  1884;  Mary  Belle, 
December  22,  1887. 

When  he  became  old  enougli  to  vote,  Mr.  Beebe 
was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  on  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  identified  himself  with  it,  but 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Greenback  party.  lie  is 
not  an  active  participant  in  political  affairs,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  attention  to  his  personal  pur- 
suits and  the  joys  of  domestic  and  social  life.  He 
is  respected,  as  his  merits  deserve,  by  all  who  are 
acquainted  with  his  character  and  attainments. 


^^  W.  HOBBS,  now  living  in  Mound  Town- 
|ij  ,— ;  ship,  McDonough  County,  was  one  of  the 
^!^4  early  pioneers  of  this  county,  who  was  for 
many  years  closely  identified  with  its  industrial  in- 
terests, as  one  of  its  most  successful  farmers  and 
skillful  mechanics,  and  is  eminently  worthy  of  a 
place  among  its  representative  men  in  this  Bio- 
graphical Album. 

Mr.  Hobbs  was  born  in  Maryland,  not  far  from 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  1817.  When  he  was  a 
child  his  parents  took  him  to  the  pioneer  wilds  of 
Jefferson  Count}',  Ohio,  of  which  they  were  early 
settlers.  In  his  youth  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
blacksmith  by  the  name  of  James  Simeral,  and 
during  the  term  of  his  apprenticeship  received  his 
board  and  clothes.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  went  to  work  with  a  noted  mechanic,  Joseph 
Fields,  and  toiled  hard  for  the  meagre  sum  of  $2 
a  month,  from  which  he  had  to  clothe  himself, 
and  his  board.  He  followed  his  trade  for  two 
years,  and  then  made  a  trip  to  New  Orleans  on 
the  river.  He  afterward  worked  in  Washington, 
Pa.,  the  year  of  the  cholera,  until  all  em])loyment 
was  suspended  on  account  of  the  dreaded  disease. 
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In  1834  he  came  North  from  New  Orleans,  whither 
he  had  been  sojourniug,  and  worked  in  George- 
town, Ohio,  until  1835,  when  be  came  to  Illinois. 
He  Landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Spoon  River,  in 
company  with  two  blacksmiths  and  two  clothiers 
who  had  come  from  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Hobbs  and  Joseph  McCoy,  who  carae  with 
him,  worked  at  the  blacksmith's  business  that 
3'ear  in  Monmouth.  We  may  mention  in  this  con- 
nection that  our  subject  still  has  the  old  anvil 
with  which  he  worked  in  that  place  over  fift\--five 
years  ago.  It  had  been  bought  by  his  father-in- 
law  from  a  person  in  the  East,  and  when  it  was 
sold  with  the  other  effects  of  tlie  old  gentleman, 
Mr,  Hobbs  bought  it  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  a 
pound.  It  is  of  English  manufacture  and  is  of  the 
best  make.  Our  subject  and  his  partner  pursued 
their  calling  very  profitably  at  Monmouth,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  first  six  months  had  $106  each.  The 
former  very  judiciously  invested  his  when  he 
came  to  Harris  Township  from  Monmouth  in  the 
spring  of  1836,  in  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land. 
He  still  worked  at  his  calling,  however,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Marietta,  where  he  lived,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  time  of  his  residence  in  Lewistown  during 
the  war,  until  about  nine  j'ears  ago,  when  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  his  present  place  of  residence 
in  McDonough  County.  He  had  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Fulton  County,  and  a  full  section 
in  McDonough  Count3-,  which  he  had"  purchased 
when  it  was  cheap.  He  engaged  extensively  in 
raising  stock  and  carried  on  the  business  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Wilson.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  they  had  five  hundred  head  of  cattle,  and 
as  pasture  was  plentiful  and  cheap,  they  made 
money  fast.  This  county  is  greatly  indebted  to 
our  subject  for  what  he  did  toward  improving 
stock  in  the  early  da3-s  by  the  introduction  of 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs  of  a  high  grade.  He  be- 
lieved in  raising  none  but  good  stock,  and  when- 
ever he  made  a  purchase  always  bought  the  best  in 
t.lie  market. 

When  Mr.  Hoblis  came  here  he  had  an  idea 
that  if  he  should  be  able  to  get  forty  acres  of  land 
he  would  be  well  off,  and  when  he  obtained 
eighty  acres  he  considered  himself  quite  rich. 
With   characteristic  enterprise   he  decided  that  he 


would  have  an  orchard,  and  he  sent  to  an  old 
Quaker  friend  to  have  him  send  him  a  lot  of  fruit 
trees  such  as  he  thought  he  would  want.  His  friend 
sent  him  one  hundred  apple  trees  and  a  variety  of 
pears,  which  he  planted,  and  they  afterward  be- 
came famous  for  their  fine  fruit.  From  one  of  his 
trees  our  subject  often  sold  as  much  as  850  worth 
of  fruit  each  year,  and  his  orchard  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  finest  in  all  the  country  around. 

Our  subject  was  married  April  20,  1837,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Humphrey,  and  their  wedded  life  of  more 
than  fifty  years  duration  has  been  one  of  great 
felicitj'.  Mrs.  Hobbs  is  a  most  excellent  woman, 
of  many  Christian  virtues,  and  is  a  true  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Humphrey,  of  Ohio.  His  brother, 
John  Humphrey,  of  Warren  County,  111.,  was  a 
Colonel  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  Mr.  and  ISIrs. 
Hobbs  are  fine  people,  and  are  in  eveiy  way  worthy 
of  the  high  regard  in  which  they  are  held  by  the 
people  among  whom  tliey  have  settled.  They  have 
had  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  the  following  is  recorded :  George  F.  was  a 
young  married  man  of  thirty-six  j-ears  when  he  died, 
his  wife  having  died  before  him;  John,  who  is 
married,  owns  and  occupies  a  large  tract  of  land 
which  his  father  purchased  in  Cass  County,  Mo. ; 
Jane  married  James  Wallace,  a  druggist  at  Lewis- 
town,  and  they  have  one  daughter;  Addison,  who 
bought  of  his  father  the  old  home  place  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  lying  near  Marietta,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two  sons  and  four  daughters;  Martha 
marriecT  A.  J.  Franklin,  a  merchant  of  Los  Angeles, 
CaL,  and  they  have  three  children;  William,  at 
home,  living  on  the  farm  near  his  father,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  three  children. 


\TU-^ENRY  L  WEAVER  is  numbered  among 
|[jV  the  enterprising  stock  farmers  of  Deerfield 
^^^  Township.  He  sells  but  a  portion  of  grain 
(^  but  devotes  the  entire  produce  of  his  faa'ra 
to  the  stock  v,'hich  he  raises  and  buys.  His  home 
is  on  the  old  homestead,  which  consists  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  3,  all  under  good  cultivation,  well 
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improved  and  abundantly  supplied  with  whatever 
is  needful  in  order  to  successfully'  prosecute  the 
owner's  occupation.  Mr.  Weaver  is  a  representa- 
tive of  afamilj'  long  known  and  highly  honored  in 
this  county,  where  settlement  was  made  by  his 
grandparents  in  the  spring  of  1835.  During  the 
period  of  more  than  half  a  century  that  has  elapsed 
since  then,  the  record  of  the  family  and  those  who 
have  married  into  it  has  been  one  of  exceptional 
morality.  Not  only  have  they  been  free  from 
habitual  profanity,  drunkenness  and  other  vices, but 
they  have  also  escaped  arrest  for  any  cause  how- 
ever slight,  and  have  lived  in  peace  and  harmony 
witii  those  about  them. 

William  Weaver,  grandfather  of  our  subject, was 
born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  in  1791.  His  wife, 
Mary  Cornwell,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
May  14,  1797,  and  their  marriage  rites  were  cele- 
brated at  Cannonsbury.  In  April,  1835,  the  couple 
located  on  section  2,  Deerfield  Township,  this 
county,  where  the  wife  died  April  19,  1855,  and  the 
husband  April  11, 1879.  In  the  family  of  this  good 
couple  was  a  son  Joshua,  whose  birth  took  place  in 
Green  County,  Pa.,  December  30,  1820.  After 
reaching  years  of  maturity  he  won  for  his  wife 
Eliza  A.  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Muhlenburg 
County,  Ky.,  May  19,  1826,  but  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  was  living  in  this  county.  The  wedding 
look  place  in  Deerfield  Township  October  21,  lb51, 
and  the  union  has  resulted  in  tiie  birth  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joshua  Weaver 
are  now  living  in  Ellisville. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch  is  the  third  son  born  to  the  couple  just  men- 
tioned, and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day 
March  6,  1859.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
township  among  whose  citizens  he  has  high  rank, 
and  to  her  public  schools  owes  his  educational  train- 
ing. He  remained  an  inmate  of  his  parents'  home 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  established  himself  on 
the  homestead,  buying  the  land  from  his  father. 
The  lady  whom  he  won  for  his  helpmate  and  com- 
panion and  with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage 
December  20,  1882,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Marmry  E.  Mitchell.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Mathew 
H.  and  Calphurnia  (Wheeler)  Mitchell, and  like  her 
husband,  was  born  in  Deerfield  Township,  her  natal 


day  having  been  May  24,  1863.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  this  State,  and  her 
mother  in  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  of  this  sketch  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  bright  boys — Harry  Dale,  born  Au- 
gust 12,  1883;  Joshua  Clare,  born  April  13,  1885; 
Ross,  born  September  26,  1889.  Mr.  Weaver  is  a 
Republican  and  takes  sufficient  interest  in  politics 
to  be  at  the  polls  every  election  day  and  cast  a 
straight  ballot.  He  has  served  in  the  capacity  of 
Township  Supervisor  and  School  Director.  He  and 
his  wife  belong  to  Ellisville  Lodge,  No.  401,  I.  O. 
G.  T.,  and  are  members  of  the  Methotlist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  Weaver  is  Recording  Secretary  of 
the  congregation  at  the  Sharon  Church  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  church  work.  He  and  his  wife  are  highly 
regarded  bj'  the  members  of  the  community,  per- 
petuating as  the3'  are  the  excellent  record  of  the 
Weaver  family. 


<|l  I^ILLIAM  MELLOR,  a  well-known  member 
\iJ//  °^  ^^^  ''^' '  P'"^^''''''"g  '^'S  profession  in  Yer- 
^P^  mont,  was  a  brave  officer  in  the  late  war  in 
which  he  did  noble  service  for  his  adopted  country. 
He  has  long  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  civic 
and  political  life  of  county  and  town,  and  has 
filled  with  ability,  many  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. 

Royton,  a  place  near  Manchester,  England,  was 
where  our  subject  was  born  May  23,  1830.  His 
father,  William  Mellor,was  a  native  of  the  same 
town  and  was  a  son  of  another  William  Mellor, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  that  town  and  his  father 
and  great-grandfather  were  born  in  the  village  of 
Mellor,  three  miles  from  Royton.  The  greac-great- 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  miller  and  man- 
aged a  mill  on  the  River  Irk,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  there.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
seems  to  have  inherited  his  father's  trade  and  made 
his  living  by  it  in  his  native  village  of  Mellor,  of 
which  he  was  a  life-long  resident.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  reared  to  agricultural   pursuits. 
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and  after  marriage  removed  to  Rajtoii,  eiifjaged  in 
farming  near  there,and  there  made  his  borne  until  he 
was  gathered  to  his  fathers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Royton.  He  removed  to  Manchester  in 
1833  and  engaged  in  the  cotton  brokerage  business 
until  his  death  in  1842.  He  married  Susanna!)  Kaye. 
Siie  was  horn  near  Royton  and  was  a  daughter  of 
James  J.  Kaye,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  as  were 
his  ancestors  for  many  generations.  He  was  a  far- 
mer and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  town  of  his 
birth.  Mrs.  Mellor  died  in  Manchester  in  1851. 
She  and  her  husband  reared  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren as  follows :  Susannah, Betsey,  Hannah,  Travis, 
William  an<l  James.  Travis  and  William  were  the 
only  members  of  the  family  who  ever  came  to 
America.  Travis  settled  at  Bushnell,  this  State, 
and  still  resides  there. 

William  Mellor,  of  this  sketch,  attended  school 
near  Middleton  and  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion. In  1847,  he  came  to  America,  accompanied 
by  his  bride,  setting  sail  from  Liveipool  in  the 
good  ship  "Enterprise"  of  the  Black  Ball  line,  and 
landing  at  New  York,  in  the  month  of  August. 
They  came  directly  to  Illinois  to  join  his  brothei , 
coming  by  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  and  thence  by  Lake  Erie  to  Pennsylvania, 
where' they  traveled  on  the  canal  to  Beaver,  that 
State,  and  from  there  to  Alleghany,  Ohio,  and 
thence  to  the  Mississippi  and  up  that  river  and 
the  Illinois  to  Sharp's  landing  in  Schuyler  County, 
and  from  there  by  team  to  McDonough  County. 
Mr.  Mellor  was  employed  in  farming  there  until 
the  fall  of  1848,and  in  the  spring  of  1849,came  from 
there  to  Vermont,  and  began  life  here  as  a  clerk 
for  Stephens  &  Wynans.  He  was  with  them  three 
and  one-half  years  and  then  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  as  a  member  in  the  firm  of  Heizer 
<&  Co.  In  1857  the  firm  was  dissolved  and  our 
subject  after  that  traveled  in  the  Southern  States, 
selling  nursery  stock  until  1859.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Vermont  and  was  engaged  in  clerking 
for  Henry  Mershon  until  the  war  broke  out. 

During  his  travels  in  the  South,  Mr.  Mellor  had 
noted  its  attitude  toward  the  North,  and  on  his  re- 
turn in  a  public  speech  he  had  warned  the  people 
of  coming  hostilities,  and  after  the  rebellion  broke 


out,  watched  its  course  with  interest.  In  April, 
1862,  he  offered  his  services  to  defend  the  Stars 
and  Stripes,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred 
and  Third  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in 
as  a  private  at  Peoria,  October  2,  and  a  few  days 
later  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant  of  his  company 
and  before  leaving  that  city  was  recommended  as 
Quartermaster.  He  went  to  Tennessee  with  his 
regiment  and  spent  the  winter  there.  He  was  then 
detailed  a  member  of  Gen.  Steele's  staff  at  La 
Grange,  Tenn.,  and  was  with  him  until  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Gen. Corse,  who  appointed  him  as  a  mem- 
ber of  his  staff.  He  occupied  that  position  until  the 
General  was  wounded  at  Missionary  Ridge,and  after 
that  was  one  of  Gen.  Woolcot's  staff  until  April  7, 
1864.  On  that  day  while  with  a  foraging  expedi-  i 
tion  at  Mud  Creek,  near  Stevenson,  Ala.,  Lieut. 
Mellor  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels,  who  took 
him  to  Libby,  from  there  to  Atlanta,and  thence  to 
Andersonville,  where  he  was  confined  six  weeks. 
From  that  prison  he  was  sent  to  Marion.where  he  was 
incarcerated  until  August,  1864.  Savannah,  Ga., 
was  his  next  destination,  and  after  that  he  was  taken 
to  Charleston,  S.  C,  where  he  was  exchanged  with 
other  sick  soldiers,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Annapolis, 
Md.,  was  given  a  furlough. 

.  In  February,  1805,  Lieut.  Mellor  was  ordered  to 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  to  report  for  duty,  and  was 
made  Adjutant  of  the  parole  camp  there, which  po- 
sition he  held  until  March,  1865.  In  that  montii 
he  was  appointed  Quartermaster  at  the  parole 
camp,  Benton  Barracks,  Mo.  and  acted  in  that  ca- 
pacity there  until  May,  1865,  where  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  from  further  military  service. 

Our  subject  returned  to  Vermont,  and  gave  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  law,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  had  a  good  general  practice  until  1886. 
Siuce  that  time  his  business  has  been  in  connection 
with  railroads,  securing  right  of  way  etc. 

In  June,  1847,  Jlr.  Mellor  married  Charlotte 
Cowan,  a  native  of  Manchester.  England,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Cowan,  who 
were  also  of  English  birth.  He  and  his  wife  are 
very  pleasantly  situated,  and  of  their  marriage  three 
children  have  come — George,  Robert  and  Luella. 
George  married  Belle  Argo,  and  they  have  one 
child — Pearl;  Robert,  married    Maggie   Ringland, 
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and  they  have  three  children — Mabel,  Mary  and 
William  ;  Luella,  married  George  McCabe,  and  they 
have  one  son — William  B. 

Mr.  Mellor  was  formerly  a  Democrat,  but  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  war.  He  has  served 
as  Town  Clerk,  Collector  and  CoramissiouL-r  of 
of  Hijrhwaj's  and  has  represented  Vermont  on  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  served  eight 
years  as  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  p]quiliza- 
tion.  has  been  delegate  to  numerous  county  and 
district  conventions,  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
County  Central  Committee. 


^^EORGE  K.  LINDZEY.  How  frequently  is 
,'|[  j_^  it  the  case  that  natural  ability  and  energy 
^^41  combined  accomplish  truly  wonderful  re- 
sults, raising  a  man  from  the  obscurity  of  poverty 
to  the  importance  and  publicity  that  great  wealth 
brings.  Truly,  what  is  commonly  called  "self- 
made  men,"  are  usually  those  that  occupy  the  high- 
est positions  both  in  National  and  Slate  affairs,  and 
reach  higher  positions  in  the  commercial  world 
than  those  whose  childhood  was  surrounded  by 
every  opportunity. 

The  .subject  of  the  present  sketch  commenced 
life  with  virtually  nothing,  so  far  as  finances  go; 
and  has  bj'  dint  of  good  judgment,  pleasing  ad- 
dress and  energy,  amassed  quite  a  comfortable  for- 
tune. At  this  writing  he  has  retired  from  active 
business,  and  passes  his  days  at  bis  handsome  resi- 
dence on  Main  Street  in  Farmington.  His  health 
is  poor  indeed,  and  it  was  partially  for  this  reason 
that  he  concluded  to  settle  in  this  city,  hoping  the 
pure  atmosphere  and  pleasant  society  found  here 
would  benefit  him.  , 

Mr.  Lindzey  was  born  in  Worcester  County,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  being  the  son  of  Will- 
iam Lindzey,  and  his  natal  day  fell  upon  the  12th 
of  February,  1843.  His  earliest  recollections  are 
of  Greenville,  a  little  cotton  manufacturing  vil- 
lage about  ten  miles  from  Providence,  where  he 
attended  school  for  a  time.  However,  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  was  received  in  the  common 


schools  of  Fairview   Township,  and  much   of    his 
youth  was  spent  on  a  farm. 

December  2,  1880.  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Williams,  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, Ohio,  daughter  of  Addison  and  Margaret 
(Noble)  Williams.  Her  grandfather,  Daniel  Will- 
iams, was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  but  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  at  an  earl^'  date.  He  was  of  .Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  Her  father  was  born  in  Highland 
Count}',  Ohio,  and  in  that  State  married.  The 
mother  died  in  18.50,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  leav- 
ing five  children,  only  two  of  whom  reached  ma- 
turity, viz.:  Martha  (Mrs.  Lindzey),  and  John  N., 
who  is  a  carpenter  and  lives  in  Decatur.  111.  He 
married  Miss  Martha  Lynn,  of  Sullivan,  111.  Soon 
after  sustaining  the  sad  loss  of  his  beloved  com- 
panion, Mr.  Williams  moved  to  Iowa,  but  in  a 
short  time  removed  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  where 
he  married.  His  daughter  was  brought  up  by  her 
paternal  grandparents,  and  when  thej'  died  she 
went  to  live  with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  Caroline  Rogers, 
near  Hillsboro,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Lindzey's  father  served 
thi'ough  the  late  war.  He  wassevtrely  wounded  at 
Richmond,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  allowed 
to  languish  awa}'  in  Andersonville  Prison,  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  that  witnessed  the  restoration  of 
peace  throughout  the  country. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  never  been  blessed 
with  children.  They  are  both  exceedingly  popu- 
lar in  the  communit.y  in  which  they  reside,  and 
possessing  all  the  comforts  of  life,  watch  the  years 
glide  swiftly  by.  They  settled  here  in  1890,  t.ik- 
ing  possessing  of  the  residence  they  had  built  dur- 
ing the  preceding  year.  Mr.  Lindzey  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  is  still 
a  strong  supporter  of  the  Republican  part}^  He  is 
generally  respected  for  his  strict  integrity  and  high 
sense  of  honor,  both  in  the  great  and  small  .affairs 
of  life.  He  owns  a  condiderable  amount  of  real 
estate  in  Farmington  and  other  places.  He  is  besides, 
interested  in  stock-raising,  owning  some  extra  fine 
horses  and  cattle. 

Our  subject's  father,  AVilliam  Lindzey,  was  an 
Englishman  b}'  birth  and  education,  and  for  many 
years  after  reaching  manhood  worked  in  the  cotton 
and  woolen  manufactories  of  that  country.  After 
coming  to  the  United  States  he  continued  his  work 
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in  these  manufactories  through  the  Eastern  cities, 
moving  from  place  to  place  in  the  States  of  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island;  and  in  the  fall  of  1850 
removed  from  the  latter  State  to  Illinois,  maUing 
the  trip  by  boat  and  rail  to  New  York  City,  and 
then  up  the  Hudson,  and  Anally  by  way  of  the 
Great  Lakes,  Illinois  Canal  and  Illinois  River  to 
the  mouth  of  Copperas  Creek.  After  reaching 
this  State  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Fairview  Township.  He  next  re- 
moved to  Yates  City,  where  he  owned  real  estate. 
His  death  occurred  in  the  jear  1876,  after  he  had 
attained  his  seventy -second  birthday.  William 
I/.ndzey  was  married  in  England  to  Miss  Hannah 
Dix.  and  after  the  birth  of  three  children  came  to 
America,  as  above  stated.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  named  as  follows:  John,  Caroline, 
Emma,  Matilda,  Harriet,  Hannah,  James,  George, 
and  two  who  died  while  young. 

To  such  men  as  our  subject  the  United  Slates 
owes  her  present  enviable  reputation  in  commer- 
cial circles — men  who,  not  afraid  of  personal  hard- 
ship and  the  trials  that  in  an  active  career  without 
financial  assistance  only  too  naturally  come  to  each 
life,  are  strong  and  brave  enough  to  carry  out 
Hamlet's  advice,  an'l  '>by  opposing  troubles,  end 
them." 


■ji^^RANCIS  R.  BROWN  is  one  of  those  worthy 
ll^^K-  citizens  who  have  won  a  comfortable  fortune 
[^  ^^  b}'  the  exercise  of  unflagging  industry,  wise 
economy  and  good  judgment  in  the  conduct  of  the 
business  to  which  they  have  devoted  themselves. 
His  home  in  Lewistown  Township  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  of  the  farm  residences  within  its  bounds, 
and  everywhere  upon  the  estate  one  sees  evidences 
of  the  qualities  which  have  won  for  its  owner  his 
worldly  success  and  good  standing  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Brown  is  of  French  stock,  his  grandfather, 
John  Brown,  having  been  a  native  of  France,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  Accompanied  bj-  two  brothers 
he  came  to  America,  making  his  first  location  in 
Maryland,  where  he  resided  a  number  of  3-ears.  At 
the  time  of  the  early  settlement  of  Kentucky,  he 


bought  a  tract  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  timber  land  between  Flemingsburg  and 
M.aysville  and  made  that  hi^  home  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  There  was  a  cabin  on  the 
place  and  he  erected  a  large  hewed  log  house  where 
he  kept  an  inn.  He  was  a  slave-owner  in  Maryland 
and  having  taken  his  chattels  with  him  to  Kentucky, 
they  cleared  the  land.  He  himself  practiced  his 
profession  of  a  physician.  His  wife,  a  native  of 
Wales,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lurania  Rollins. 
She  also  died  on  the  homestead,  her  remains  being 
deposited  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  Fitch's 
Churchyard,  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Flem- 
ingsburg. 

Among  the  eight  children  reared  by  the  couple 
above  mentioned  was  a  son,  Joshua,  whose  birth 
occurred  ten  miles  below  Baltimore,  Md.  He  re- 
ceived a  fine  education  in  his  native  State  but  did 
not  adopt  professional  life.  He  was  a  young  man 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Kentucky,  where,  in 
1819,  he  was  married  to  Rhoda  Hughes.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Virginia,  being  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Fannie  Hughf  s,  who  were  numbered  among  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  their  location 
being  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Flemingsburg. 
Mr.  Hughes  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  which 
he  cleared  and  improved  as  fast  as  possible,  making 
it  his  home  until  death.  For  many  years  after  his 
arrival  the  Indians  were  much  more  numerous  than 
the  whites,  and  the  settlers  were  obliged  on  numer- 
ous occasions  to  repair  to  the  stockades  to  avoid 
death  at  the  hands  of  the  savages.  AViid  game  of 
all  kinds  was,  of  course,  abundant. 

The  father  of  our  subject  built  a  cabin  on  his 
father's  homestead,  where  he  resided  four  years 
after  his  marriage,  then  bought  a  quarter  section  of 
timber  land  on  the  Horseshoe  Bend  in  Mason 
County.  He  cleared  quite  a  tract  of  land  and  was 
doing  well  financially  when  called  upon  to  pay  a 
security  debt  which  ruined  him,  causing  the  loss  of 
his  farm.  Going  to  Mt.  Carmel  he  built  a  double 
hewed  log  house  and  shop,  and  engaging  in  the 
shoemaker's  trade  continued  there  four  years.  In 
Fleming  County  he  met  with  the  loss  of  his  de- 
voted companion  who  died  when  her  son,  our 
subject,  was  eighteen  months  old.  The  bereaved 
husband  and  father  after  atimeremoved  loClermont 
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County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  the  second 
time,  to  Miss  Catherine  Nocsinger,  and  after  some 
years  to  Fulton  County,  111.,  thence  to  Jackson 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  into  rest. 

Tlie  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Fleming  County,  Ky.,  July  7,  1821,  and  was  five 
years  old  when  his  father  removed  to  Ohio.  In 
that  State  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1844,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  this  State,  coming 
thither  by  means  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illi- 
nois Rivers  and  disembarking  at  Liverpool  Landing 
on  the  12th  of  October,  with  $2.37^  cents  in  his 
pocket.  He  had  visited  this  section  the  preceding 
spring  and  traded  his  horse,  saddle,  biidle  and  gun 
for  a  tract  of  Government  land  upon  which  a  cabin 
stood.  Here  he  took  up  his  residence  with  his 
sister,  who  made  him  a  comfortable  home  until  he 
took  a  wife.  It  was  necessary  for  him  to  find  em- 
ployment and  he  was  soon  at  work,  splitting  rails 
at  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred.  At  this  he  em- 
ploj-cd  the  hours  of  daylight,  clearing  his  land  at 
night;  when  there  was  no  moon  he  would  work  by 
the  light  afforded  by  a  burning  brush  heap. 

In  1846  Mr.  Brown  sold  his  claim  for  $100  and 
rented  a  farm  in  Putnam  Township.  At  tiiat  time 
tliere  was  no  railroad  communication  in  this  vicin- 
ity and  the  river  towns  were  the  markets  to  which 
all  produce  was  hauled,  frequently  over  very  hard 
roads.  Wheat  sold  as  low  as  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel  and  other  produce  at  proportionate  rates, 
and  yet,  by  dint  of  prudence  and  unflagging  in- 
dustry, men  prospered.  Mr.  Brown  after  operating 
as  a  renter  twelve  years,  purchased  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  acres  of  land  included  in  his 
present  farm  which  now  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  seventj'-three  acres. 

The  capable  and  devoted  companion  to  whose 
wisdom  in  the  management  of  household  affairs  and 
good  counsel,  Mr.  Brown  owed  much  during  his 
struggling  years,  was  Nancy  Laws,  a  native  of  Cul- 
peper  County,  Va.,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Polly  (Rector)  Laws.  Their  marriage  rites  were 
celebrated  in  the  spring  of  1845,  and  for  a  period 
of  nearly  half  a  centurj'  they  shared  each  other's 
joys  and  sorrows.  Mrs.  Brown  was  called  hence 
June  17,  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  seven 
months  and  seventeen  days.     She  was  the  mother 


of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely:  Martin,  who  lives  in  Kansas;  Rhoda  A., 
wife  of  Lorenzo  D.  Boyer;  George  W.,  whose  home 
is  in  Lewistown  Township;  Martha  E.,  wife  of 
Eugene  Churchill,  who  resides  ir.  Buckheart  Town- 
ship. 


fyt  ORRISON  DARLAND  is  one  of  the  old- 
///  "  \V  est  settlers  in  the  county  and  ranks  with 
7'  lii  the  leading  farmers,  although  he  is  now 
*  retired    from    active   labor,    the    manage- 

ment of  the  estate  being  in  the  hands  of  his  sons. 
He  has  been  a  very  hard-working  man  and  well  de- 
serves the  rest  he  is  enjoj-ing  and  the  competence 
he  has  secured.  He  owns  a  valuable  tract  of  land 
in  Young  Hickory  Township,  comprising  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sections  13  and  25, 
and  another  tract  of  forty  acres  on  section  11. 

Our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  of  Isaac  and 
Jane  (Morrison)  Darland.  His  father  was  born  in 
Kenluck}%  grew  to  manhood  there  and  then  made 
his  waj'  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Preble  County.  There 
he  married  the  good  woman  who  shared  his  joj's 
and  sorrows  for  many  years.  Like  himself,  she 
was  a  native  of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Darland  cleared  a  farm,  which  was 
his  home  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  be- 
came an  inmate  of  the  households  of  his  children. 
He  spent  two  years  in  this  county,  but  returned  to 
Ohio  prior  to  his  liemise. 

Politically,  he  was  an  old-line  Whig.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  parental  family  are:  John,  who  died 
in  Ohio;  Benjamin,  now  living  in  Marble  Rock, 
Iowa;  Harrison,  who  died  in  Ohio;  our  subject; 
Van  Lew,  who  died  in  Iowa;  Nathan,  a  resident 
of  Kansas;  Isaac,  who  died  in  that  State;  Hannah 
and  Catherine,  who  died  in  Ohio.  Van  Lew  be- 
longed to  an  Iowa  regiment  in  the  Civil  War  and 
contracted  a  disease  from  which  he  died  soon  alter 
his  return  to  his  home. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  Paris,  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  November  8,  1812.  His  school  privileges 
were  limited,  consisting  of  attendance  in  the  win- 
ter in  the  old-fashioned  log  schoolhouse,  where 
instruction   was    supplied   under  the  subscription 
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sj-stem.  He  was  early  set  to  work  on  the  farm, 
and  being  unusually  large  and  strong  for  his 
years,  had  to  put  his  slioulder  to  the  wheel  in 
quite  heavy  labor.  Being  obliged  to  chop,  burn 
and  clear  timber,  he  early  became  an  adept  at 
using  the  ax.  He  remained  with  his  father  long 
after  he  was  of  age  and  was  the  last  of  the  boys  to 
lekve  the  lionie  fireside.  The  idea  finally  grew 
upon  him  of  visiting  the  broad  prairies  of  Illinois, 
of  which  he  had  heard  so  much,  and  of  selecting  a 
location  in  which  to  make  himself  a  home.  He, 
therefore,  in  1835,  came  on  horseback  through  the 
Indiana  and  Illinois  mud  to  this  county,  where  he 
soon  purchased  land. 

Mr.  Darland  located  near  Fairview  on  a  quar- 
ter section,  and  buying  anollier  horse,  set  to  work 
tc>  improve  his  estate.  lie  built  a  rude  log  house 
and  other  necessary  buildings,  and  when  the  land 
was  somewhat  improved  had  an  opportunity  to  sell 
it  to  advantage.  He,  therefore,  disposed  of  it  and 
bought  an  equal  amount  east  of  Fairview,  this 
also  being  raw  land.  Here  he  used  cattle  in  break- 
ing the  sod  and  cultivating  the  soil.  In  those 
early  days  the  market  was  Copperas  Creek  Land- 
ing, to  and  from  which  all  produce  and  goods  must 
be  iiauled.  The  principal  crops  at  that  time  were 
wheat  and  rye,  whereas  at  present  the  fields  are 
mostly  covered  with  corn.  Mr.  Darland  split  iiun- 
dreds  of  rails  with  which  to  fence  his  farm,  and 
otherwise  exerted  his  powerful  phj-sical  forces, 
which  were  far  above  the  average. 

About  1845  Mr.  Darland  sold  his  property  in 
Fairview  Township  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  his  present  estate,  already  somewhat 
improved.  He  added  to  the  permanent  work  which 
had  been  done.  He  now  has  a  growing  orchard  of 
five  acres  of  njiple  and  peach  trees,  which  he  set 
out  on  land  grublied  by  himself  at  noons,  when,  as 
he  s.ays,  he  was  resting.  Energy  and  perseverance 
secured  the  meed  of  success,  and  year  by  year  the 
circumstances  of  our  subject  improved.  In  1870 
he  bought  an  additional  quarter  section  adjoining 
his  first  purchase  in  the  township,  paying  S40  per 
acre.  This  he  has  also  improved,  making  two 
farms  with  the  necessary  buildings.  His  forty-acre 
tract  is  timber  land.  He  has  always  raised  a  good 
grade  of  cattle  and   hogs,  and  has  also  bred  some 


verj'  fine  draft  and  driving  horses.  He  is  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  horse  flesh,  and  his  farm  has  been 
well  supplied  with  equines.  Aljout  a  decade  since 
he  retired  from  active  life,  and  his  sons  are  car- 
rying.on  the  work  which  he  so  well  instituted. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Darland  took  place  in 
Fairview  Township,  June  2,  1838.  His  bride  was 
Miss  Ann  Shreeves,  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  December  19,  1809.  Her  father,  Thomas 
Shreeves,  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
this  county.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Ann  Darland  oc- 
curred October  26,  1850.  She  left  five  children- 
Milton  I.,  Mary  J.,  Benjamin  M.,  Marion  Foster 
and  Thomas  S.  Mary  J.  is  now  the  wife  of  Asa 
White,  of  Young  Hickory  Township;  Benjamin  M. 
enlisted  in  Company  B.,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Infantry,  during  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
was  taken  sick,  sent  home  on  a  furlough  and  died 
about  a  year  after  his  enrollment.  The  other  chil- 
dren died  here. 

January  26,  1851,  Mr.  Darland  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Jane  (Rest)  Henry,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  in  Young  Hickory  Township. 
The  bride  was  a  daughter  of  .Jacob  Rest,  was  born 
near  Connellsville,  Pa.,  February  24,  1820,  and 
lived  in  her  native  place  until  nineteen  years  old. 
She  had  no  school  advantages  and  is  self-educated, 
and  has  likewise  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
domestic  arts.  Her  manners  are  those  of  a  friendly, 
gracious  woman,  who  meets  with  due  respect  from 
her  acquaintances.  In  1838  she  accompanied  her 
parents  to  this  county,  coming  overland  and  being 
four  weeks  on  the  way.  She  remained  at  home 
until  her  marriage  to  Jacob  Henry,  July  2,  1841. 
The  husband  was  born  in  Mew  Jersey,  came  to  tliis 
county  with  his  uncle  in  the  early  days,  and  engaged 
in  farming.  He  often  hauled  wheat  to  Chicago,when 
two  weeks  were  consumed  in  the  trip.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  located  on  Spoon  River, 
in  Young  Hickory  Township,  where  the  husband 
died  in  1846.  He  owned  a  good  farm,  but  the 
administrator  took  such  advantage  of  the  widow 
that  she  lost  the  little  estate.  She  had  two  children, 
a  son  and  a  daughter.  John  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
1862.  At  Chattanooga  he  was  shot  in  the  leg,  ne- 
cessitating   the   amputation  of    that    member.     A 
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second  amputation  became  necessary,  and  this 
caused  his  death.  Tiie  daughter,  Hannah,  married 
J.  S.  McFarland  and  lives  in  London  Mills. 

The  present  Mrs.  Darland  is  the  mother  of  four 
children  by  her  last  union.  The  first-born,  Jo- 
soph,  a  prominent  farmer  in  Fairview  Township,  is 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Eliza  and  Ellen 
are  deceased;  Morrison  W.,  an  enterprising  jouth, 
is  ill  charge  of  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Borland  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Some  facts 
regarding  her  ancestry  may  be  found  in  the  biog- 
ra|)hy  of  Mrs.  Lewis  Shofers,  which  is  included 
in  this  Album. 

Mr.  Darland  has  been  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways, School  Director  and  Trustee  at  various 
times.  He  has  served  on  grand  and  petit  juries. 
In  politics  he  stanchly  supports  Democracy,  never 
failing  to  cast  his  vole  for  the  candidates  who  are 
pledged  to  uphold  its  principles. 

J-^  ACOB  BROWN.  The  life  cf  this  gentleman, 
whose  portrait  is  represented  on  the  oppo- 
site page,  and  who  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
farmers  of  the  county,  furnishes  a  good  les- 
son to  youths  who  must  begin  their  careers  as  he 
did,  with  no  means.  A  perusal  of  the  following 
paragraphs  will  indicate  by  what  means  he  has  con- 
quered adverse  circumstances,  and  gained  his  pre- 
sent proud  position  among  his  fellow-men.  He  is 
probably  of  Irish  ancestry  in  the  paternal  line,  as 
his  grandfather  Brown,  who  is  known  to  have  been 
a  Revolutionary  soldier,  is  believed  to  have  been  a 
native  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  From  his  maternal  an- 
cestors Mr.  Brown  derives  a  capacity  for  hard  work, 
rigid  economy,  and  persistence  which  almost  in- 
variably characterize  those  of  German  lineage. 

Grandfather  Brown  is  numbered  among  the  earl^f 
settlers  of  Ohio,  wliere  he  followed  farming  until 
his  death.  There  his  son.  George,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared,  following  in  the 
father's  footsteps  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  held 
various  local  offices  in  the  township  in  which  he 
lived,  was  Democratic  in  politics,  and  quite  radical 
in  his  views.     At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 


curred in  Licking  County,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  four-score  and  ten  years.  His  wife  was 
Nancy  Lamb,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  when  eighteen  years  old. 
She  was  living  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  when 
married  to  Mr.  Brown.  She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  until  ber  death,  which 
occurred  when  she  was  seventy-one  years  old.  She 
bore  him  twelve  children,  and  reared  eleven  to  ma- 
turity, namely:  Rachel,  Jane,  Jackson,  William, 
Susan,  Jacob,  Mary  Ann,  Nancy,  Joseph,  Sarah  and 
Washington. 

Tiie  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
John  Lamb,  a  German  who  emigrated  to  America 
when  in  middle  life.  Ho  was  almost  penniless  when 
he  reached  this  country,  but  settled  in  Ohio,  and 
industriously  following  a  farmer's  life,  accumulated 
considerable  property.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age, 
honored  and  respected  as  a  worthy  citizen,  and  con- 
sistent church  member.  He  and  his  wife  were 
buried  at  Moorefield,  Harrison  County,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice,  was  born 
February  24,  1826,  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  spent  his  boyhood  in  home 
duties,  and  attending  school.  The  building  in  which 
he  pursued  his  studies,  was  a  rude  log  schoolhouse 
with  a  large  open  fireplace,  puncheon  seats,  a  log 
cut  out  for  a  window,  and  no  desk,  but  a  slab  fast- 
ened to  the  wall,  and  extending  around  the  room 
for  a  writing  table.  Mr.  Brown  began  life  on  his 
own  account  when  of  age,  his  first  employment  be- 
ing farm  work  at  $4  per  month.  After  receiving 
those  wages  eight  months,  he  was  able  to  obtain  $7 
per  month.  In  March,  1848,  he  came  to  this  county 
via  the  rivers,  landing  at  Havana  with  but  $5  in  his 
pocket.  His  capital  was  industry,  and  he  soon 
found  use  for  it  with  Nathan  Strode,  for  whom  he 
worked  nine  months  at  $13  per  month. 

For  three  years  after  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Brown 
worked  on  farms  by  the  day  or  month,  saving  $250 
of  his  earnings,  and  becoming  the  possessor  of  a 
good  horse  besides.  AVith  the  money  he  made  the 
first  payment  on  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  21, 
Isabel  Township,  getting  seven  years'  time  on  the 
balance  of  the  st^TOO,  at  which  the  place  was  valued. 
Long  before  this  time  had  expired  he   was  able  to 
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pay  off  his  indebtedness,  and  buy  other  property. 
He  has  purchased  land  from  time  to  time  until  he 
now  owns  nearly  twelve  luindred  acres,  the  greater 
part  of  which  is  under  a  higli  state  of  cultivation. 
His  first  residence  was  an  18x20  foot,  one  story 
frame,  in  which  he  lived  until  1865,  when  he  built 
his  present  mansion,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 
It  also  is  a  frame,  well  designed  and  finely  built, 
the  cost  having  been  Sl,010  in  cash,  besides  the 
owner's  own  labor.  Mr.  Brown  built  his  main  barn 
in  1860,  and  at  a  later  date  erected  two  others  and 
two  granaries.  He  has  farmed  very  extensively, 
and  raised  a  great  deal  of  stock,  winning  his  great- 
est success  in  grain,  wool,  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Brown  secured  for  his  life  companion.  Miss 
Priscilla  Cornell,  between  whom  and  himself  mar- 
riage rites  were  celebrated  August  23,  1853.  Mrs. 
Brown  was  born  in  Meigs  County,  Ohio,  October 
26,  1834,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Wrstfall)  Cornell.  Both  parents  were  born  in 
Virginia,  whence  the  mother  went  to  Ohio  with  her 
parents  in  an  early  day.  Mr.  Cornell  removed  to 
Ihe  Buckeye  State  upon  attaining  his  majority,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  farmers  in  Meigs 
County.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  Mrs.  Cor- 
nell was  also  a  Methodist.  She  died  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-four  years,  leaving  three  cliildren — 
Priscilla,  Lydia  J.,  and  Richard. 

The  family  of  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Brown  consists  of  ! 
ten  children  living,  and  one  deceased:  Thomas  A. 
was  born  June  19,  1854;  INIary  E.,  June  17.  1856; 
N.ancy  E.,  March  11,  1858;  George  N.,  December 
10,  1860;  William  R.,  November  27, 1862;  Robert 
E.,  December  24.  1864;  Rosetta  J.,  April  21,  1867; 
Harvey  R.  July  3,  1869;  Calvin  J.,  September  20, 
1871;  Harry  M..  June  7.  1874;  Frederick  A.,  April 
19,  1880.  Harry  died  May  25,  1888,  in  his  four- 
teenth year.  The  mother  of  this  interesting  family 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  has  many 
friends  throughout  the  community,  and  in  home 
and  social  life  has  been  useful  in  her  day  and  gen- 
eration. The  father,  honest  in  his  dealings,  intel- 
ligent, reliable  and  kindly,  ma}-  well  be  considered 
one  of  the  most  worthy  citizens  of  the  countj'.  He 
has  held  various  local  offices  in  his  township,  is  in- 
terested in  divers  good  works,  and  ready  to   bear 


such  a  part  as  he  can  in  the  progress  of  the  coun- 
try. Prior  to  the  Rebellion,  he  was  a  Democrat, 
but  since  that  time  has  been  a  Republican. 


1^ 


W?ILLIAM  ATEN  was  a  pioneer  of  this 
county,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  es- 
^  ^  teemed  residents  of  Woodland  Township, 
with  whose  agricultural  growth  he  has  been  closely 
connected  for  more  tiian  forty  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  has  developed  a  choice  farm,  pleasantly 
located  on  section  7,  from  the  wilderness  that  he 
found  when  he  came  here,  and  has  placed  it  under 
substantial  improvement. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  that  section  of  West 
Virginia  known  as  the  Pan  Handle.  October  8, 
1821.  His  father,  William  Aten,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jerse3%  while  his  grandfather,  Aaron  Aten,  is 
sup|)Osed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Delaware. 
Richard  Aten.  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  probably  a  native  of  Long  Island.  The 
first  representative  of  the  Aten  family  to  come  to 
America  came  from  Belgium,  and  landed  on  these 
shores  in  1741.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject ran  a  ferry  on  the  Delaware  River,  and  lived 
to  be  quite  an  old  man.  Aaron  Aten  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  six  months,  and  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  Germantown.  He 
was  once  wounded  in  the  leg.  He  farmed  in  Dela- 
ware until  1792,  and  then  moved  to  AVestern  Penn- 
sylvania, and  settled  at  the  point  where  Befiver, 
Washington  and  Allegheny  Counties  come  together. 
He  made  the  trip  over  the  mountains  with  a  team 
and  wagon,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers 
in  that  part  of  the  State.  He  erected  a  log  cabin 
and  cleared  a  farm,  on  which  he  spent  the  remnant 
of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
He  was  a  very  religious  man,  and  was  first  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  and  later  of 
the  Presbyterian. 

The  father  of  our  subject  passed  his  early  life  on 
a  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  and  after  marriage  moved 
across  the  line  into  West  Virginia.  He  bought  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  there,  and  cleared  half  of  it. 
He  was  a  man  of  persevering  industr}',  and  by  thrift 
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and  economy  became  quite  well-to-do.  He  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
death  occurred  on  his  homestead  in  West  Virginia 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Jane  (Anderson) 
Aten,  his  wife,  was,  so  far  as  known,  a  native  of 
Virginia.  She  was  a  kind  motherly  woman,  and  a 
member  of  the  Seceders'  Church.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  tifty-two  years.  Seven  of  the  eight  children 
whom  she  bore  grew  to  maturity:  Aaron  H.,  John 
C,  Richard,  Robert,  William,  Mary  (Mrs.  Mc- 
Clurg)  and  Nancy.  AVilliam  Anderson,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  when  a  young  man  cane  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Seceders'  Church.  He  died  in  Pennsylvania, 
just  as  he  had  attained  the  meridian  of  life. 

William  Aten,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Hancock  County,  Va.,  and  at- 
tended the  pioneer  schools  of  the  period,  taught  in 
log  schoolhouses,  with  slab  benches,  open  fire- 
places and  greased  paper  windows.  Wiien  a  j-oung 
man  he  served  two  years  at  the  tailor's  bench,  and 
so  injured  his  health  that  he  made  a  trip  South  to 
recuperate.  He  spent  two  years  in  that  region, 
and  then  returned  Northward.  At  the  age  of 
twenty -one  he  began  life  for  himself,  and  after  that 
spent  one  year  on  the  old  home  place,  and  then 
came  Westward.  He  landed  in  this  county  in  the 
month  of  March,  1844,  and  entered  three  forty- 
acre  tracts,  walking  to  Quincy,  111.,  a  distance  of 
ninety  miles,  to  make  the  entry  at  the  land-office. 
Two  of  these  forty-acre  tracts  were  in  Vermont 
Townsiiip,  and  one  in  Astoria.  He  erected  a 
hewed  log  house  on  his  land  in  the  former  place, 
and  cleared  several  acres  of  his  homestead.  Four 
years  later  he  sold  out,  and  bought  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  on  section  7,  in  Woodland 
Township  on  which  he  now  resides.  A  log  cabin, 
a  log  l)arn,  and  a  few  acres  cleared,  constituted  all 
the  improvements,  and  all  else  that  has  been  done 
to  make  it  what  it  is  to-day,  one  of  the  neatest  and 
most  attractive  farms  in  the  locality,  is  the  work 
of  his  own  hand.  He  lived  in  the  old  log  cabin  four 
years,  and  then  replaced  it  by  another  more  commo- 
dious, in  which  he  dwelt  until  1873,  when  he 
erected  his   present   substantial,  roomy  brick  resi- 


dence. He  has  been  an  imlefatigable  worker,  and 
has  prospered  abundantly.  He  has  always  kept  a 
book  account  of  his  sales  of  produce,  stock,  etc., 
and  in  the  forty  years  he  has  lived  on  this  place 
has  sold  over  $40,000  worth  of  produce. 

May  14,  1846,  was  the  date  of  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  with  Elizabeth  Pittenger,  who  was  born 
in  Virginia  in  1824.  They  have  had  ten  children, 
namely:  Melissa  J.,  Sarah  C,  Elizabetii,  Emma, 
John  P.,  William  N.,  Frank,  Henry  M.,  Ida  M.  and 
Mary  E.  Mr.  Aten  and  his  wife  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  1841, 
and  he  has  been  an  Elder  since  1854.  The  sin- 
cerity of  their  Christian  faith  is  exemplified  in  their 
daily  lives,  which  are  guided  by  the  highest  princi- 
ples of  right.  Politically,  Mr.  Aten  was  reared  a 
Democrat,  and  was  a  follower  of  that  party  until 
1860.  He  then  changed  to  Republicanism  on  ac- 
count of  his  hatred  of  slavery,  and  remained 
with  the  Republican  party  until  six  years  ago,  when 
he  identified  himself  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He 
is  a  thoroughly  upright,  moral  man,  and  is  zeal- 
ous in  all  good  works  to  promote  the  religious  and 
social  welfare  of  his  township.  Mr.  Aten  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  on  account  of  his  manj^  years  resi- 
dence in  this  county,  and  occupies  a  warm  place  in 
the  hearts  of  the  entire  community,  by  whom  he  is 
affectionately  known  as  "Uncle  Billy." 

ORSEN  BEARCE,  the  owner  and  occupant 
of  a  well-improved  farm  in  Lewistown 
Township,  is  numbered  among  the  intelli- 
gent, industrious  and  prosperous  agriculturists 
of  this  productive  county.  His  home  farm  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  upon  which  a 
tine  brick  house  has  been  erected,  together  with  a 
full  line  of  frame  barns,  granaries,  sheds,  etc.  Mr. 
Bearce  owns  another  tract  of  improved  land,  con- 
sisting of  eighty  acres  on  section  10,  and  a  fort3'- 
acre  tract  on  section  4. 

Eli  A.  Bearce,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  his  father,  Josiah  Bearce,  being 
presumably  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  latter 
spent  his  last  years  in  New  York  of  which   his  son 
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had  become  a  resident.  Eli  Becarce  remained  in  his 
native  State  until  sixteen  j-ears  old,  when  heaccom- 
panie.I  Dr.  Beecher  to  New  York,  intending  to 
stud}'  medicine  with  that  gentleman.  On  the  death 
of  llie  Doctor,  which  occurred  soon  after,  tlie  young 
man  abandoned  his  intention  and  turned  his  talents 
to  account  in  teaching  school  during  the  winter  and 
farming  during  the  remainder  of  the  j  ear.  He  was 
married  in  the  Empire  State  in  1816,  and  continued 
to  reside  thereuntil  1821,  when  he  determined  to 
emigrate  to  the  West.  He  built  a  flatboat  at  Olean 
Point,  loaded  his  goods,  and  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  floated  down  the  Alleghany  and  Ohio 
Rivers  to  Sliawneotown,  III. 

A  forty-acre  tract  of  land  in  New  York  had  been 
traded  by  Mr.  Bearce  for  a  quarter  section  now  in- 
cluded in  Fulton  County.  His  means  were  verj' 
limited,  however,  and  he  did  not  think  best  to  un- 
dertake life  in  the  wilderness,  therefore  renting  a 
tract  near  Shawneetown  he  remained  there  three 
years.  In  April,  1824,  he  made  his  way  to  Fulton 
County  with  a  team,  but  even  then  did  not  locate 
on  the  land  for  which  he  had  traded.  He  rented  a 
farm  near  Lewistown  which  at  that  time  contained 
one  store,  a  log  jail,  log  courthouse,  its  few  inhabi- 
tants living  in  log  houses. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  Mr.  Bearce  traded  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  for  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the  village 
and  in  1825  built  a  log  house  thereon  to  which  he 
removed  his  family.  Indians  were  still  more  num- 
erous than  whites  throughout  this  section,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other 
game  was  abundant.  There  were  no  railroads  for 
many  years,  the  river  towns  being  the  nearest 
markets.  The  pioneer  labors  of  Mr.  Bearce  were 
brought  to  a  close  by  his  death,  February  18,  1857. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of   1812. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Sarah  Austin.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
Stateand  spent  her  last  years  with  herchihlren.  She 
reared  seven  children,  the  second  of  whom  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice.  Hannah  mar- 
ried Jacob  Shaw ver  and  now  lives  in  Lewistown ;  Lu- 
cindais  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Bordner,of  Lewistown 
township;  Maria,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Moses  Bordner,  who  died  in   Lee  Township    in 


1889;  Franklin  is  now  living  near  Clarinda,  Iowa; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  James  Winterbottom,  their 
home  being  in  Kansas. 

Orsen  Bearce  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
April  1,  1819,  and  was  therefore  two  years  old 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Illinois.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm  in  the  development  of  which  he 
early  began  to  bear  such  a  part  as  his  strength 
would  permit.  His  studies  were  carried  on  in  the 
pioneer  schools  first  taught  in  the  log  house  with 
its  homemade  furniture,  the  only  desk  being  a  board 
around  the  side  of  the  building,  at  which  the  largei' 
scholars  did  their  writing.  The  facts  noted  in  re- 
gard to  his  parents'  home  and  surroundings  are 
sufficient  to  indicate  the  manner  of  life  under  which 
he  became  persevering,  industrious  and  vigorous. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old,  although  he  had  previously  begun 
the  improvement  of  a  portion  of  the  farm  which 
he  now  occupies.  His  first  purchase  was  of  eighty 
acres,  to  which  he  soon  added  forty  acres,  the  whole 
being  heavily  timbered  when  bought  by  him.  Its 
l)resent  beautiful  appearance  and  good  value  is  a 
standing  monument  to  the  qualities  which  he  has 
exhibited  since  boyhood. 

March  23,  1842,  Mr.  Bearce  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Betsy  Brown,a  native  of  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  who  passed  away  September  9,  1852,  after  a 
comparatively  brief  wedded  life.  She  was  the 
mother  of  five  children  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Icy  Ann  married  Jonas  Evans  and  now  lives  in  Ne- 
braska; Catherine,  who  is  now  dead,  was  the  wife  of 
John  Hunter;  Sarah  L.  married  Aaron  Orrindale, 
their  home  being  near  Bradford,  Stark  County; 
Frances  married  Henry  Ryan  and  lives  in  Lewis- 
town  Township;  Leonard  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Bearce  was  again  married,  April  3,  1853,  his  com- 
panion on  this  occasion  being  Miss  Jane  Mc- 
Neil, a  native  of  Lewistown  and  daughter  of  one 
of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  this  county.  Her  father 
was  John  McNeil,  a  native  of  HiIlsboro,N.  H.,who 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Indiana,  where  he  was 
married  when  about  twenty-one  years  old  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Y'oung- 
man,  pioneers  of  the  Hoosier  State.  Mr.  McNeil 
after  locating  in  this  county  followed  his  trade  of 
a  carpenter  in  Lewistown,  finally  opening  a  cabinet 
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shop  which  he  operated  some  years,  but  eventually 
buying  a  farm  north  of  town  and  turning  his  at- 
tention to  agriculture.  He  died  on  his  estate  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1867.  He  was  originally  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  parents  of  John  McNeil  were  Daniel  aud 
Martha  (Parker)  McNeil,  the  father  being  a  farmer 
in  his  native  New  England  many  years.  After 
spending  some  time  in  Indiana  he  finally  became  a 
pioneer  of  this  county,  locating  near  Astoria  where 
he  continued  his  agricultural  labors  for  a  long 
period.  His  death  took  place  at  the  home  of  his 
son  in  Lewistown.  His  wife  was  born  in  London- 
derry, N.  H.,  being  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Nancy  (Dickey)  Parker, the  latter  of  whom  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Dieke3',  who 
settled  in  Londonderry  immediately  after  their 
emigration  in  1725.  Mrs.  Daniel  McNeil  died  on  the 
farm  near  Astoria  when  full  of  years. 

Our  subject  and  his  present  wife  have  ten  chil- 
dren: Reuben  now  lives  in  Ltwistown  Township, 
established  in  a  home  of  his  own;  Eliza  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Lee,  her  home  being  in  the  same  town- 
ship; Annie,  John,  Charlie,  Jacob,  Nellie,  Frank, 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy  complete  the  family 
circle.  Mr.  Bearce  was  formerly  a  Whig  but  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of  the  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  Lewistown  Lodge,  No.  104,  F. 
&  A.  M.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  univer- 
sal salvation. 


'jf^RANCIS  M.  WILLIAMS.  Prominent 
|HH[g)>  among  the  citizens  of  Fulton  County  wiio 
/ill  have  materiall}'  contributed  to  its  prosper- 
ity, is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  one  of  its 
ablest  and  most  brainy'  farmers  and  stock-raisers, 
and  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  its  civic  life 
for  many  years.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  largest  and  best  equipi)ed  farms  in  Harris 
Township,  and  here  he  and  his  family  have  one  of 
the  best  appointed  and  most  attractive  homes  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

Our  subject   is   the  representative  of  an  old  pio- 


neer family  of  Illinois,  and  many  incidents  of  his 
early  life  here  are  of  interest  and  are  incorporated 
in  this  biography.  He  was  born  in  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  December  1,  1833.  His  parents, 
John  and  Nancy  (Sraalley)  Williams,  were  natives 
of  tiie  same  place.  The  Williams  family  originated 
in  Wales,  and  the  Smalley  family  was  of  mingled 
Irish  and  Dutch  extraction.  His  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Nancy  Smallej',  who  came 
from  the  p]ast,  crossing  the  Alleghanys  with  pack 
horses.  David  Smalley,  the  father  of  Isaac,  who 
was  the  descendant  of  an  old  American  family, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a  per- 
sonal acquaintance  of  Gen.  Washington,  and  it  is 
said  that  in  early  life  he  had  many  a  bout  with  him 
in  wrestling,  but  it  is  not  slated  which  was  the 
best  man.  John  Williams  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Williams,  who  went  from  Maryland  to  Ohio 
in  a  very  early  day.  John  Williams,  Sr.,  had  two 
sons  in  the  War  of  1812. 

In  1836  John  Williams,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  this  State  with  his  family,  and  lo- 
cated in  Winnebago  County,  near  where  the  city 
of  Rockford  now  stands,  there  being  then  but  one 
house  on  the  present  site.  He  had  come  from 
Ohio  with  three  yoke  of  oxen  aud  a  prairie  schooner, 
and  making  good  time,  was  but  six  weeks  on 
the  road.  He  squatted  on  a  piece  of  land,  and 
when  he  first  settled  there  was  surrounded  by  In- 
dians who  came  to  his  house  to  beg.  All  the  fam- 
ily had  to  eat,  except  some  wild  meat,  which  was 
very  scarce,  was  cornmeal  made  by  pounding  corn 
in  an  old  iron  kettle  with  a  wooden  pestle.  Mr. 
Williams  made  a  little  addition  to  their  fare  by 
raising  some  buckwheat  on  the  sod,  which  was 
ground  in  an  old-fashioned  coffee  mill.  After  he 
had  lived  there  three  years,  a  man  came  along  with 
a  load  of  hogs  which  he  was  taking  to  Galena,  and 
Mr.  Williams  bought  one.  This  was  the  first  ani- 
mal of  the  kind  introduced  into  the  county,  an<l 
our  subject,  then  a  child  of  five  or  six  years,  made 
of  it  a  great  pet,  and  would  stay  with  it  for  hours 
at  a  time.  His  sole  playmates  in  his  early  youth 
were  the  little  Indians  of  the  Pottawattomie  tribe, 
and  in  playing  with  them  he  became  familiar  with 
their  language,  and  could  speak  it  quite  well.  He 
can  remember   the  ceremonies  at   that  time  of  the 
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death  of  a  cbief  of  tbe  tribe,whom  his  men  placed  on 
a  log,  which  they  chippeil  off  with  their  tomahawks, 
with  bis  gun,  tomahawk,  pipe  and  tobacco  around 
him.  They  built  a  fence  around  this  novel 
bier,  on  which  the  Sachem  lay  until  his  skeleton 
fell  to  pieces.  His  last  resting  place  was  right  on 
the  ground  where  the  city  of  Belviderc  now  stands. 

Mr.  Williams'  first  trip  to  mill  was  with  an  ox- 
team  and  cart  loaded  with  corn,  and  he  journeyed 
to  where  the  city  of  Joliet  now  stands.  He  was 
gone  from  home  three  weeks,  as  he  had  to  go  into 
camp  and  wait  his  turn,  so  many  had  preceded 
him.  His  wife  was  much  worried  about  his  long 
absence  and  almost  gave  him  up  as  dead,  as  she 
heard  nothing  of  liim  from  the  time  he  started  out 
until  his  return.  Their  place  was  only  about  four 
miles  from  tlie  battle  ground  of  Stillman's  defeat, 
which  occurred  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  They 
left  tiiere  in  1844.  and  removed  to  McLean  County 
near  where  the  town  of  Lexington  now  is  and  eigli- 
teen  miles  from  Bloomington.  In  the  fall  of  1847 
the  family  came  to  the  faim  where  our  subject  now 
lives  and  here  his  parents  passed  their  remaining 
years,  he  dying  in  1868  and  she  in  1873.  They 
had  six  children,  all  of  whom  survive  except  one, 
John  Jefferson,  who  died  when  young.  The  others 
are:  Sarah  Jane,  our  subject,  Elizabeth,  Isaac  N., 
and  Andrew  Allen. 

F.  M.  Williams,  of  this  biographical  review, 
gained  his  early  education  as  best  he  could.  He 
being  the  eldest  child,  much  depended  on  him  in 
helping  his  father  carry  on  his  farming.  But  he 
was  ambitious  to  train  his  mind,  be  being  studious 
and  scholarly,  and  he  attended  one  term  at  the 
Farmington  Academy,  then  entered  Heddlng  Col- 
lege, at  Abingdon,  where  he  pursued  a  fine  course 
of  study.  He  was  thus  well  equipped  for  his  chosen 
calling,  tiiat  of  farming,  and  he  returned  to  tlie 
homestead  and  resumed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
In  1862  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Foster,  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  near  Fairview,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Hannah  Foster.  Her  parents  came 
here  from  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  were  very 
early  settlers  of  this  section  of  the  State.  Of  this 
marriage  ten  children  have  been  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  amiable  wife,  of  whom  eight  are  now 
living  and  are  with  their  parents.     They  are  named 


as  follows:  Florence  D.,  who  has  been  well  edu- 
cated and  carefully  trained  for  a  teaciier,  to  which 
profession  she  has  devoted  herself  for  three  years, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  county; 
Odus  C,  an  enterprising  young  man;  Harr3'  L., 
Charles  C,  Idola  A.,  Adda  V.,  George  Emerson, 
and  Chalmers  C,  the  youngest  member  of  the  fam- 
ily. Marj'  Ma}-,  the  tiiird  child,  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  Luella  died  in  infancy. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Williams  moved  to  Lee 
Township,  and  bought  seventy  acres  of  land  in  its 
native  wildness,  which  he  brought  under  the  plow 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  and  he  added  thereto 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  the  most  of  which 
he  developed.  In  1866  he  bought  his  father's 
place,  after  disposing  of  his  Lee  Township  prop- 
erty. This  homestead  then  comprised  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  acres,  and  he  has  since  added  two 
hundred  and  forty  to  it,  a  good  share  of  which  he 
has  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  has 
here  one  of  the  finest  places  to  be  found  in  the 
township.  He  has  greatly  increased  its  value  since 
it  came  into  his  possession  by  the  man}'  substantial 
improvements  that  he  has  made,  including  the 
commodious  residence  that  he  erected  in  1884, 
which  is  one  of  the  handsomest  dwellings  in  this 
locality.  It  is  neatly  and  tastefully  furnished, 
marking  llie  presence  of  an  intelligent  and  cultured 
household,  and  among  its  choicest  adornments  is 
the  well-selected  library  of  the  best  authors  of 
modern  times  and  many  of  the  past.  Mr.  W^illiams 
owes  bis  present  prosperous  circumstances  solely 
to  bis  own  persistent  labors.  He  began  life  as  a 
teacher  after  leaving  college,  and  in  that  way 
earned  his  first  $400,  which  he  judiciously  invested 
in  land,  on  which  he  located  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage.  He  thinks  that  his  first  thousand  dollars 
was  the  hardest  to  acquire. 

In  his  career  our  subject  has  shown  himself  to  be 
possessed  in  a  marked  degree  of  those  faculties  that 
are  lequisite  to  success — sagacity,  far-reaching 
forethought  and  practical  tenacity  of  purpose. 
Underlying  all  these  traits  are  those  high  principles 
that  have  gained  him  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  have  caused  them  to  elect  him  to  im- 
portant offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  is 
Democratic  in  his  political  affiliations,  and  while  in 
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Lee  Township  was  Collector  two  terms,  and  Super- 
visor for  a  like  length  of  time.  Since  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Harris  he  has  represented  the  township 
on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  four  terms. 
During-  his  official  career  he  was  instrumental  in 
making  appropriations  for  building  iron  bridges 
across  Spoon  River,  Shaw's  Creek  and  Pearsol's 
Branch.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  at  the 
time  of  the  Chicago  Ore,  when  the  railwa}^  sinking 
fund  was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  food  and 
clothing  for  the  sufferers.  As  there  was  no  money 
in  the  treasury  which  they  could  legally  use  to  meet 
the  demand,  our  subject  made  a  motion  to  restore 
the  original  fund  to  the  county  treasury,  which 
was  done.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  that  pur- 
chased a  portion  of  the  land  for  the  County  Poor 
Farm.  Mr.  Williams  has  been  a  life-long  Christian, 
and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  since  he  was  twelve  years  old,  and  he 
has  taken  an  active  [)art  in  the  Sunday-school  and 
in  all  religious  matters.  He  has  been  School  Di- 
rector, of  which  office  he  is  still  an  incumbent,  and 
has  been  a  School  Trustee  for  many  years. 

^  AVID  B.  THOMPSON.  It  affords  us  pleas- 
ure to  place  before  our  readers  an  outline 
of  the  history  of  this  young  gentleman 
who  is  one  of  the  enterprising  dealers  of 
London  Mills.  His  grandfather  Thompson  was 
born  in  England  and  emigrated  to  New  Jersey.  He 
married  a  Scotch  lady  who  bore  a  family  among 
whom  was  a  son,  Robert  D.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  until  thirteen  years  old 
lived  in  his  native  State.  He  then  went  to  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  with  his  parents,  traveling  in  the 
oldtime  fashion  with  a  wagon  and  team.  He  helped 
clear  a  farm  and  soon  began  dealing  in  horses. 
While  still  but  a  j'outh  he  would  buy  horses  and 
drive  them  to  New  Jersey  for  sale.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  ran  an  hotel  atEdenton  some  fifteen  years 
and  also  carried  on  a  farm. 

In  December,  1855,  Robert  Thompson  came  to 
Central  Illinois  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  nine 
children.     The  family  and  household    goods   were 


brought  in  three  wagons,  ftlr.  Thompson  settled  in 
Chesnut  Township,'  Knox  County,  [buying!  land 
whicli  he  improved  and  added  to  from  time  to  time 
until  he  owned  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  in 
one  body.  He  dealt  in  stock,  feeding  and  shipping 
in  quite  large  numbers.  He  still  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  acres  of  farm  land  ^  which  is 
furnished  with  good  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments. In  1888  he  bought  a  residence  at  Maquon 
and  retired  to  that  town  to  spend  his  days  in  leisurely 
enjoyment.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  the 
educational  advancement  of  the  country  and  has 
liberally  supported  schools  and  churches.  His 
suffrage  is  given  to  Democratic  principles  and  can- 
didates. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Sarah  Sloan,  who  was  born  and 
died  in  Ohio.  His  second  wife  was  Amy  J.  Bear- 
more  who  was  born  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and 
reared  and  educated  there.  Her  father  was  born  in 
England  but  died  in  New  Jerse}'.  Mrs.  Amy 
Thompson  died  in  Maquon,  May  13,  1889.  She  was 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  Of  these  our  subject  is  the  first-born. 
The  others  are,  Charles,  now  a  farmer  in  Oklahoma; 
Mrs.  Ella  Gibson,  died  in  Audubon  County,  Iowa, 
June  29,  1890,  and  Lillie  M.,  who  is  still  with  her 
father.  The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Thompson  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  eight  of 
whom  lived  to  mature  years.  The  oldest,  James, 
lives  in  Butler  County,  Kan.,  is  a  Methodist  Episco- 
pal minister  and  a  merchant;  Elizabeth  is  now  Mrs. 
Applegate,  of  Johnson  County,  Iowa;  William  went 
to  Iowa  many  years  ago,  was  a  prominent  stockman 
there,  became  wealthy  and  in  1883  removed  to 
Butler  City,  Kan.,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits ;  Thomas  B.  is  a  farmer  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa ; 
Mrs.  Alice  Hogan  lives  in  Warren  County,  this 
State;  Mrs.  Melvinia  P'reemole  lives  in  Butler 
County,  Kan.;  Robert  resides  in  Davis  County, 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Jane  Dillie  lives  in  Brown,  Dak. 

The  gentleman  of  vvhom  we  write  was  born  Jan- 
uary 14,  1855,  near  I^lenton,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio.  The  following  December  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  State  and  was  reared  in  Chestnut 
Township,  Knox  Count}-.  Like  many  farmers' 
I   sons  he  was  early  set  to  work  and   when  ten    years 
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old  began  to  plow  corn  and  be?r  a  jjart  in  other  la- 
bors, being  able  to  fill  the  place  of  a  full  hand  in 
the  harvest  field  when  fourteen  years  old.  He  has 
helped  break  prairie  with  oxen,  and  has  a  consider- 
able knowledge  of  the  labors  necessary  in  develop- 
ing a  new  country.  His  school  privileges  were 
somewhat  limited,  but  he  has  always  endeavored  to 
keep  posted  regarding  geueral  topics  of  interest, 
and  fit  himself  for  accurate  calculations  in  business 
aflfairs. 

Young  Thompson  remained  with  his  father  until 
he  was  of  age,  then  rented  a  farm  belonging  to  his 
parents  for  five  years.  At  ihe  expiration  of  that 
period  he  made  Warren  County  his  home  one  year, 
still  pursuing  the  calling  of  a  farmer.  In  February, 
1882,  he  came  to  London  Mills,  bought  an  old 
building,  converted  it  into  a  store  and  put  in  a 
stock  of  hardware.  The  following  May  he  built  a 
frame  store,the  first  large  one  in  the  town, which  was 
20x40  feet.  Into  this  he  put  his  goods  but  in  July 
sold  out  and  rented  the  store.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  and  finding 
his  new  enterprise  a  success,  put  his  goods  into  his 
own  building  in  1884.  There  he  carried  on  his  busi- 
ness until  1 886, when  he  sold  the  building  and  opened 
an  establishment  on  his  present  site.  He  bouglit  an 
eighth  of  a  block,  put  up  a  building  with  sheds  for 
machinery,  and  now  sells  all  kinds  of  agricultural 
implements,  including  windmills  and  pumps,  has  a 
good  trade  in  buggies,  and  also  carries  harness. 
Having  begun  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  he  has 
worked  his  way  upward  step  by  step  until  he  has 
reached  a  position  of  prominence  among  business 
men.  He  owns  several  town  lots  upon  which  he 
has  built  residences,  one  being  occupied  bj*  himself. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Clara  A.  Nichols,  in  Knoxville,  Marcli  26,1879. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Galesburg,  received  an  ex- 
cellent education  there  and  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  eight  years.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Nichols,  formerly  of  Sweden.  She  is  not 
only  well  educated,  but  possesses  a  noble  Christian 
character  and  bears  a  prominent  part  in  the  various 
progressive  and  elevating  movements  of  society. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tliompson  have  one  child,  a  bright 
boy  named  Robert  D. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 


serving  his  second  term  as  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways. He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Village  Board 
of  Trustees,  of  which  he  was  President  one  year, 
and  has  been  Treasurer  of  the  village.  He  belongs 
to  London  Lodge,  No.  734,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  is  Past 
Grand  and  has  twice  been  a  delegate  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  He  firmly  believes  that  the  principles  of 
Demo(;racy  are  best  adapted  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Nation  and  therefore  supports  them  with  his  vote 
and  personal  influence.  He  has  won  a  prominent 
position  in  social  circles,  as  well  as  in  municipal  and 
business  aflfairs.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  Secretary  of  the 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  of  London 
Mills  and  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


'■€M-i--'^. 


J'^OHN  C.  MOORE  came  to  Fulton  County  as 
early  as  1843,  and  as  one  of  its  pioneers  has 
'  done  his  share  of  the  hard  labor  necessary 
'  to  develop  its  agricultural  resources.  His 
work  has  been  blessed  to  him.  and  he  is  now  passing 
his  declining  years  in  honorable  retirement,  enjoy- 
ing the  competence  tjat  he  has  gathered   together. 

Mr.  Moore  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
December  17,  1817.  He  was  reared  and  received 
his  schooling  in  his  native  place,  and  in  the  early 
years  of  a  stalwart  manhood  made  his  wiiy  to  Ful- 
ton County,  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  its  early  settlers. 
He  first  located  on  section  27,  Bernadotte  Town- 
ship, where  he  bought  ninety  acres  of  land  which 
he  improved  into  a  good  farm  and  there  reared  his 
children.  After  his  last  wife  died  he  took  up  his 
residence  with  his  youngest  son  and  is  still  a  wel- 
come inmate  of  his  home.  He  still  owns  the  old 
homestead,  his  son-in-law,  Anthony  C.  Ernst,  rent- 
ing the  place.  It  is  provided  with  the  necessary 
buildings  and  the  soil  is  admirably  tilled,  making 
it  a  very  productive  and  valuable  piece  of  property. 
When  he  first  came  here  he  was  extensively  engaged 
in  raising  sheep  and  in  1843-44  herded  eleven  hun- 
dred on  the  branch  of  the  Spoon  River. 

Mr.  Moore  was  not  married  until  after  he  came 
to  this  county.     In  1845,  he  married  Elizabeth  J. 


V 
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Walters,  and  their  union  brouglit  to  them  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  the 
following  is  recorded :  Mary  Ann,  the  oldest,  born 
November  16,  1845,  died  and  was  buried  in  the 
Walters  Cemetery,  in  Bernadotte  Township;  Walter 
T.,  the   next  in  order  of   birth,  was  born  April  6, 

1847,  married  Mar}'  L.  St.  Clair,  and  they  live  in 
McDonough  County, 111.;  Martha  L.,  born  i)i  March, 

1848,  married  Anderson  Clark,  and  they  Vire  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  belonging  to 
them  in  McDonough  County;  William  H.,  born 
October  6,  1851,  married  Martha,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Lucy  J.  McMillan,  and  they  reside  on 
their  own  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Bernadotte  Township.  Mrs.  Moore,  the  mother  of 
tliese  children,  departed  this  life  June  28.  1852,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Walters  Cemetery. 

Our  subject  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Scott.  Tiiey  had  four  children  born 
to  thera,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows: 
John  I.,  born  August  5,  1853,  deceased;  Nancy  A., 
born  November  10,  1855,  married  Anthony  C. 
E^rnst,  and  they  live  on  the  old  homestead  on  section 
27;  Samuel  R.,  born  June  2,  1858,  married  Lucinda, 
(laughter  of  Dr.  J.  M.  and  Mary  E.  Steel,  and  they 
reside  on  their  own  farm  of  ninety-six  acres  on 
section  27,  of  Bernadotte  Township;  Alice,  born  in 
January,  1862,  died  in  the  montii  of  July,  the  same 
year.  Mrs.  Moore's  death  occurred  in  August, 
1862,  and  her  mortal  remains  were  placed  in  Wal- 
ters Cemetery.  The  maiden  name  of  Mr.  Moore's 
third  wife  was  Ellen  C.  McCullough.  She  lived 
until  March  2,  1880,  and  then  passed  away,  and  is 
now  sleeping  her  last  sleep  in  Walters  Cemeterj'. 

Our  subject  has  led  a  peaceful,  quiet  life.  He 
has  never  been  on  but  one  jury  and  that  was  liefore 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  never  had  a  lawsuit  in 
this  country  and  has  never  testified  as  a  witness. 
He  has  aimed  to  deal  justly  by  his  fellow-men  and 
has  been  honorable  in  his  dealings.  He  was  for 
several  years  a  School  Director  and  Roadmaster. 
The  first  vote  he  ever  cast  was  for  Gen.  Harrison 
in  1840.  He  now  gives  his  support  to  the  man  and 
not  to  the  part}-,  and  has  not  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics  of  late  years.  He  is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  contributes 
liber.ally  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel.     Our  subject 


comes  of  a  long-lived  and  hardy  race  and  has  a 
sister  living  at  an  advanced  age.  He  has  eighteen 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild  to  perpetu- 
ate his  name. 


Li^^HOMAS  BERRY.  Among  the  residents  of 
(/^\,  Fulton  County  who  have  prosecuted  their 
^V^j/'  life  work  successfully  and  are  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  their  prudence  and  energy ,surrounded 
with  comforts,  able  to  journey  through  scenes  of 
beauty  and  grandeur  and  indulge  in  other  recrea- 
tions suited  to  their  years  and  according  with  their 
tastes,  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose  por- 
trait appears  on  the  opposite  page  and  who  is 
well  and  favorably  known  to  many  of  our  read- 
ers. He  is  now  occupying  a  pleasant  home  in 
Table  Grove,  having  disposed  of  his  large  estate  to 
his  children  for  a  sufficient  consideration  to  afford 
himself  and  family  a  maintainance  during  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  residence  which  he 
built  in  1882  is  an  ornament  to  the  village,  and  is 
the  center  of  social  and  domestic  joys,  being  pre- 
sided over  by  an  estimable  woman  and  brightened 
by  the  presence  of  two  daughters. 

Mr.  Berry  is  a  native  of  Ei.gland,  born  at  Stan- 
ford, Berkshire,  July  12,  1826.  He  was  seven 
years  of  age  when  bis  parents,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
Berry,  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  they  made  their 
home  seven  3ears,  thence  removing  to  McDonough 
County,  III.  After  a  short  time  they  bought  a  farm 
five  miles  north  of  Table  Grove  and  wiiile  they 
were  living  upon  it  our  subject  received  six  months' 
schooling.  Being  the  3'oungest  of  the  family,  he 
was  indulged  when  he  desired  to  remain  away  from 
school  and  so  received  but  a  meagr«;  education.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  working  at  Ver- 
mont, in  a  mill  which  his  brother  and  himself  had 
bought  and  repaired  so  that  they  were  able  to 
grind  wheat  and  corn,  and  saw  lumber.  This  es- 
tablishment was  operated  b^-  our  snl)ject  some  four 
years. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Berry  led  to  the  hymeneal 
Miss  Nellora  H.  Harris,  their  marriage  rites  being 
celebrated  in  the  spring  of  1851.  The  capable  and 
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affectionate  wife  survived  uutil  Januai^  20,  1879, 
six  childreu  being  born  to  ber,  four  of  whom  now 
survive.  These  are:  Prudence  E.,  who  still  re- 
sides with  her  father;  James  J.,  who  with  his  wife 
and  two  children— Archie  and  Alice-occupies  the 
old  homestead;  Clara  C,  wife  of  John  L.  Powell, 
Assistant  Cashier  in  the  State  National  Bank,  of 
Wichita,  Kan.,  and  the  mother  of  two  children — 
Clarence  B.  and  Herbert  L. ;  Nellora  A.,  who  oc- 
cupies her  wonted  place  at  the  home  fireside. 

When  Mr.  Berry  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
mill  he  purchased  a  farm  in  McDonough  County, 
within  a  half  mile  of  the  Fulton  County  line  and 
three  miles  from  his  present  residence.  There  was 
a  log  house  on  the  place,  about  forty  acres  of  which 
were  surrounded  by  a  very  poor  fence,  but  ere 
long  the  entire  quarter  section  was  in  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  and  improved  with  the  buildings, 
fences,  etc.,  which  an  energetic  man  always  places 
about  him.  The  estate  was  added  to  until,  when 
he  retired  to  town  life,  Mr.  Berry  owned  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  most  excellent  land. 

A  second  matrimonial  alliance  was  contracted  by 
Mr.  Berry.  November  6, 1870,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Hannah  C,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phebe  A. 
(Allen)  Beers.  Mr.  Beers  was  a  native  of  Ohio  in 
which  State  he  also  breathed  his  last.  Mrs.  Berry 
was  born  in  Knox  County,  that  State,  and  grew  to 
womanhood  in  possession  of  much  useful  knowl- 
edge, excellent  principles,  and  great  kindliness  of 
heart.  Slie  is  a  grand-daughter  of  John  and  Char- 
ity Allen,  of  New  Jersey,  her  grandfather  having 
been  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

In  1885  Mr.  Berry  with  his  entire  family,  includ- 
ing a  son-in-law,  a  daughter-in-law  and  two  grand- 
children, visited  the  exposition  at  New  Orleans  and 
then  journeyed  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  to 
California.passing  along  the  Rio  Grande  River  and 
slopping  at  various  places  of  interest,  among  which 
were  the  city  ofMonterey,  the  Yosemite  Valley ,and 
the  Big  Tree  groves  at  Mariposa  County,  Cal. 
They  camped  three  weeks  at  the  hot  spring  at  San 
Juan,  and  continued  to  Oregon  overland,  staging  it 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  over  the  roughest 
road  in  America,  and  returning  to  their  home  over 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad.  The  stage  in  which 
lliey   journeyed  was  drawn   by  six  horses,   but  in 


going  up  hill  could  not  make  us  good  time  as  a  man 
could  by  walking.  This  slowness  was  more  than 
compensated  for, however,  by  the  rush  with  which 
they  came  down  the  slopes,  the  speed  and  danger- 
ous surroundings  of  rocks  and  precipices  being  suf- 
ficient to  make  the  hair  of  the  passengers  rise.  The 
six  months  and  ten  da3'S  spent  in  travel  and  recre- 
ation is  a  period  upon  which  the  family  can  look 
back  with  unmixed  delight,as  no  accidents  marred 
their  pleasure. 

During  the  days  of  slaver}'  as  an  American  in- 
stitution, our  subject  and  his  brother  Henry  were 
ardent  abolitionists  and  many  a  poor  refugee  did 
they  assist  over  the  Quincy  route  of  the  under- 
ground railroad.  The  general  plan  was  to  take 
the  refugees  from  Quincy  in  the  day-time  in  a  close 
covered  carriage,  stopping  the  first  night  beyond 
Ellison's  Station.  Thence  they  would  journey  on 
horseback  by  night,  halts  being  made  at  Henrj' 
Berry's,  Lavinus  Sperry's  and  Bernadotte.  Tliey 
would  cross  the  river  by  fording,  continuing  their 
journey  on  foot  by  easy  stages,  whence  they  would 
be  shipped  to  Canada  on  board  any  lake  craft  which 
could  be  secured. 

On  one  occasion  our  subject  had  piloted  two 
fine  looking  mulattoes  who  told  him  their  master 
had  failed  and  that  they  were  mortgaged  to  St. 
Louis  firms.  The  day  after  they  had  passed  Henry 
Berry's,  two  sheriffs  from  St.  Louis  came  thither 
looking  for  such  "property."  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  blind  and  the  sheriffs  pretended  to  her 
that  they  were  abolitionists  desirous  of  buying 
land  near  the  Berrys,  whom  they  knew  to  be  of 
that  stripe.  They  questioned  her  regarding  runa- 
ways but  having  been  satisfied  from  whisperings 
that  she  had  heard  that  all  was  not  right,  she  gave 
them  no  satisfactory  answers.  They  finally  asked 
if  any  consideration  would  induce  litr  to  tell  them 
where  the  fugitives  were.  She  replied  that  if  she 
had  the  whole  world  she  would  give  it  for  her  eye- 
sight, but  she  would  not  betray  a  slave  or  assist  in 
restoring  him  to  bondage.  After  watching  the 
bridge  over  Spoon  River  two  days  and  nights  the 
sheriffs  departed,  their  expected  prey  being  by  this 
time  many  miles  away  on  tlieir  road  to  freedom. 

A  somewhat  amusing  incident '  connected  with 
the  underground  railroad  was  the  remark  of  a  very 
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black  but  intelligent  man  who  was  brought  to  Mr. 
Berry's  very  late  one  night.  While  the  horses 
were  being  prepared  mother  Berry  gave  him  food, 
and  when  doing  so  remarked  that  it  was  rather 
late  at  night  to  be  traveling.  The  fugitive  quietly 
responded  "it  suits  my  complexion  better."  Henry 
Berry  was  once  arrested  for  helping  fugitive  slaves, 
the  laws  being  ver^-  stringent,  but  the  only  thing 
that  could  be  Dvoven  against  him  was  that  he 
had  said  he  saw  the  "nigger"  kick  a  dog.  As  at 
the  time  he  was  helping  a  negro  to  Missouri  in  or- 
der that  ho  might  rescue  his  wife,  it  was  thought  a 
queer  way  in  helping  to  rescue  a  man  to  take  him 
directly  toward  bondage.  This  man  made  three 
different  trips  before  he  managed  to  get  his  wife 
away  from  slaver3',  coming  on  foot  from  Canada 
and  undergoing  many  perils.  Hewas  very  light  and 
could  easily  p.ass  fur  a  white  man  under  ordinary 
circumstances. 

For  years  Mr.  Berry  worked  for  the  good  of  the 
Ilepul)lican  party,  but  he  is  now  laboring  ar- 
dently for  prohibition,  standing  high  in  the  coun- 
cils of  that  political  part}'  and  being  a  member  of 
the  Prohibition  Club. 

'  SAAC  B.  WITCHELL,  Postmaster  of  Vermont, 
is  well  known  as  an  old  settler  of  this  place 
and  is  greatly  respected  for  those  qualities  of 
head  and  heart  that  have  won  him  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  associates.  He  is 
popular  in  his  official  capacity  and  is  discharging 
the  duties  of  his  position  with  characteristic  fidelity 
and  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  Mr.  AVitchell  was  born  in  Bel- 
mont County,  June  12,  1818.  He  is  a  son  of  John 
Witchell,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  The  father 
of  the  latter,  bearing  the  same  name  as  himself,  was 
likewise  of  Scottish  birth.  He  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  the  land  of  the  heather  and  removed  from 
tliere  to  England.  He  established  himself  in  the 
hanking  business  in  Leeds,  and  in  1806,  emigrated 
to  America  and  was  an  earlj'  settler  of  Belmont 
County,  Ohio.  He  bought  an  improved  farm  and 
resided  there  some  years.     He  then   sold   his  place 


and  invested  his  money  in  a  stock  company  and 
so  lost  all  he  had.  He  returned  to  England  and 
died  in  Leeds.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mar}-  Tatehan,  was  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  and 
she  too  died  in  Leeds.  They  reared  three  children 
— Mary,  Ann  and  John. 

The  latter  was  eleven  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  America.  He  was  bred  on  a 
farm,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  fifteen  years 
old.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  Weston  school,  a  Qua- 
ker educational  institution,  and  when  not  devoting 
his  time  to  his  books  was  engaged  in  working  on 
a  farm.  He  lived  there  three  or  four  years,  ac- 
quiring a  substantial  education,  and  then  re- 
turned home.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  Belmont 
County,  and  resided  there  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  spent  in  Guernsey  County,  until  1836. 
In  that  year  he  started  with  a  three  horse  team  for 
Indiana,  taking  his  wife  and  children  with  him,and 
after  his  arrival  located  at  Richmond.  Two  years 
were  spent  there,  and  then  he  removed  to  Henry 
County,  where  he  bought  an  improved  farm  on 
which  he  made  his  home  until  1843,  when  he  sold 
out  and  went  to  Jay  County.  Three  years  later 
he  came  to  Vermont,  settled  in  the  village  and  re- 
sided there  some  years.  Kansas  was  his  next  des- 
tination and  going  there  in  1859,  he  passed  nearly 
four  years  in  that  State.  Returning  to  this  place, 
he  died  here  about  1870.  Prior  to  moving  to  Kan- 
sas he  and  his  wife  went  to  England  where  they 
spent  one  year. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Bathsheba  Foulk.  Her  native  place  was  in 
Bucks  Count}'.  Pa.  Her  father,  Iska  I'oulk,  is 
thought  to  h.ive  been  born  in  Scotland.  He  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Jane  Barton,  a  native 
of  that  State.  He  was  a  farmer  and  weaver,  de- 
voting a  part  of  his  time  to  each  employment.  He 
died  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  departed  this  life  in  Vermont  in  1880.  She 
reared  three  children,  Jane,  Mary  and  Isaac. 

Isaac  AVitchell  was  about  seventeen  years  old 
when  he  went  to  Indiana  with  his  parents,  and  he 
continued  to  live  with  them  until  1840.  In  that 
year  he  came  to  Vermont  and  found  here  a  small 
hamlet,  and  the  surrounding  countiy  sparsely  set- 
tled and  covered  with  tinibei  in  which  deer,   wild 
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turke}'s  and  other  game  roamed  at  will.  Mr. 
Witchell  began  life  liere  as  an  engineer  in  a  steam 
gristmill,  which  position  he  held  four  years.  After 
tliat  he  operated  an  engine  at  his  father-in-law's 
mill  three  years.  He  then  built  a  sawmill  in  con- 
nection with  his  father-in-law  and  managed  it  suc- 
cessfully some  years.  He  subsequently  gave  his 
attention  to  selling  and  repairing  boilers  through- 
out the  country.  He  was  thus  profitably  engaged 
ten  years,  and  since  then  has  carried  on  various 
kinds  of  business. 

In  the  year  1843,  our  subject  secured  a  good  and 
faithful  wife  in  the  person  of  Sarah  A.  Burr.  Slic 
was  a  native  of  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Martha  Burr.  Her  death 
July  11,  1865,  was  a  severe  blow  to  her  family, 
for  she  was  a  true,  womanly  woman,  possessing 
many  excellent  traits  of  character,  that  gained  her 
the  respect  and  coasideration  of  all  with  whom  she 
came  in  contact.  The  following  sis  of  the  nine 
ciiildren  born  of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  were 
reared  to  maturity:  Adeline,  Burr,  Eva,  John, 
Martha  and  Walter. 

Mr.  Witchell  was  in  early  life  a  Whig,  and  in 
in  1840,  cast  his  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison.  He  was 
in  full  sympathy  with  the  organizers  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  formed  fell  into 
the  ranks  and  has  remained  true  to  it  ever  since 
He  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  March,  1889.  His 
selection  for  the  important  office  was  a  wise  one 
and  received  the  hearty  approval  of  all  his  fellow- 
citizens.  For  fifty  years  he  has  been  a  strong 
Temperance  man  and  has  used  his  influence  in 
forwarding  the  cause.  He  has  taken  an  important 
part  in  the  government  of  the  village,  and  for 
three  years  was  President  of  the  Village  Board.  He 
is  prominent  in  local  politics  and  was  Chairman  of 
the  township  Republican  Committee  thirty  years. 

In  an  account  of  the  Asiatic  cholera  epidemic 
that  raged  in  Fulton  County  in  1851,  the  unremit- 
ting and  arduous  services  of  our  subject  in  caring 
for  the  sick  and  dying  received  honorable  mention. 
While  many  fled  from  the  scene  of  affliction, he  was 
one  of  the  faithful  few,  who  heroically  stood  at 
the  post  of  duty  to  the  bitter  end.  Night  and 
day  from  June  until  September,  with  character- 
istic self-sacrifice,  and  pitying  kindness,  he  admin- 


istered to  the  afflicted,  doing  all  that  he  could  to 
allay  their  distress,  and  he  tenderly  assisted  in  the 
burial  of  the  dead.  He  witnessed  many  sad  scenes 
with  an  aching  heart.  Men  who  assisted  in  bury- 
ing a  victim  of  the  dread  disease  in  the  morning, 
were  often  stricken  with  the  cholera  and  would  be 
dead  before  night.  About  seventy  diec]  in  this 
neighborhood  in  a  few  weeks  time,  our  subject  be- 
ing one  of  the  small  number  who  escaped. 


EWIS  LLOYD  JONES,  a  prosperous  far- 
mer and  mine  owner  of  Orion  Township, 
^  having  a  fine  farm,  underlying  which  is  a 
valuable  strata  of  coal,  is  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Fulton  County  and  is  active  in  its  public 
life.  He  is  of  Welsh  origin  and  antecedents,  born 
in  Merthyr-Tj'dfil,  Glamorganshire,  Wales,  March 
16, 1827.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Lloyd) 
Jones,  were  natives  of  the  same  town,  and  there 
thej'  spent  their  entire  life,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age.  The  father  was  a  miner  by  occupation.  They 
had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  record:  Thomas,  born  October  31, 
1820,  now  lives  at  Dutch  Gap,  Luzerne  County, 
Pa.;  Benjamin,  born  September  11,  1822,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Australia;  William,  born  January  16, 
1825,  was  killed  by  one  of  his  subordinates  while 
in  English  Government  employ;  Lewis  L.,  our 
subject;  Catherine,  born  January  31,  1829,  died  at 
home  unmarried;  Noah,  born  February  1,  1830, 
went  to  California  and  engaged  in  gold  mining, 
and  was  there  murdered  in  1853  or  1854;  Ruth, 
born  January  1,  1833,  married  Thomas  Jenkins,  and 
died  near  Scranton,  Pa.;  Ebenezer,  born  December 
10,  1834,  now  resides  in  Mason  Count3-,  Mo.;  Na- 
homi,  born  November  30,  1836,  married  John 
Blamej',  and  lives  in  Scranton,  Pa.;  Myriam,  born 
September  1,  1838,  is  married  and  lives  in  Scran- 
ton, Pa.;  Joseph,  born  March  20,  1841,  now  lives 
in  Canton;  H.annah,  born  September  26,  1843,  mar- 
ried William  Jones,  and  lives  in  Russia. 

The  subject  of  tliis  biography  received  a  limited 
education  in  his  native  town,  where  he  subsequently 
followed   the  occupation    of   a  miner  until   1849. 
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Ambitious  to  see  more  of  life  and  to  better  his 
fiuanoial  condition,  in  the  opening  years  of  a  vigor- 
ous manhood,  he  left  his  old  home  on  the  26th  of 
February,  in  the  year  just  mentioned,  and  em- 
barking on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool,  England, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  country,  landing  at 
New  Orleans  about  the  16th  of  the  following 
April.  From  there  he  proceeded  up  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  Rivers  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  thence 
went  by  ox-toam  to  Utah,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  the  succeeding  eight  years.  He  was,  how- 
ever, not  satisfied  with  the  country  and  his  pros- 
pects there,  and  he  then  came  eastward  as  far  as 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  for  five  or  six  years  was  en- 
gaged in  raining  in  that  vicinity.  He  next  came 
to  Canton,  in  this  State,  and  followed  the  same  call- 
ing there  until  1870.  In  that  year  he  bought  the 
place  where  he  now  resides  on  section  30,  Orion 
Township.  It  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land,  which  is  well 
cultivated  and  is  amply  supplied  with  neat  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  is  in  all  respects  a  well- 
ordered  farm.  After  locating  on  this  place  Mr. 
Jones  soon  began  to  prospect  for  coal,  and  finally 
developed  a  five  foot  vein  of  excellent  quality, 
which  he  has  continued  to  work  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  derives  from  that  source  a  good  income. 
Some  years  he  has  emplo3'ed  as  many  as  thirty 
miners,  but  at  present  is  working  only  five  or  six 
men  in  the  winter  season. 

While  in  Utah  Mr.  Jones  was  married,  in  No- 
vember, 1849,  to  Elizabeth  (Morgan)  Davis,  widow 
of  James  Davis,  who  is  a  native  of  the  same  town 
as  himself,  and  came  to  America  in  the  same  ves- 
sel on  which  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  She  has 
been  to  him  a  true  wife,  and  is  thoroughly  devoted 
to  his  interests.  Of  their  family  the  following  is 
noted:  Lewis  M.,  now  a  farmer  in  Sheridan 
County,  Neb. ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ephraim  Grim, 
of  Canton  ;  Catherine,  deceased  ;  Thomas,  of  Can- 
ton ;  Margaret,  wife  of  George  Gilmorc,  of  Canton; 
David,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Hannah,  who 
married  Albert  Kiser,  and  lives  near  the  homestead. 
Hannah  was  adopted  when  a  babe  of  a  year  old. 
William  Davis  Jones,  a  son  of  Mrs.  Jones  by  her 
first  marriage,  lives  at  home  and  assists  our  sub- 
ject in  the  management  of  the  farm. 


Since  Mr.  Jones  has  resided  here  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  its  public  and  political 
life,  and  is  a  sound  and  consistent  Democrat.  He 
is  a  man  of  much  energy,  tact  and  business  capac- 
ity, and  his  fellow-townsmen  have  not  failed  to 
recognize  his  superior  merits  and  qualifications,  and 
have  called  him  to  responsible  offices.  He  has 
filled  the  position  of  Supervisor  for  four  years,  and 
is  now  prominently  mentioned  by  his  party  for 
County  Treasurer.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the 
Josephite,  or  anti-polygamist  branch  of  the  Mormon 
Church,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  substan- 
stantial  as  well  as  one  of  the  best-respected  citi- 
zens. 


MERSON  CLARK,  senior  partner  in  the 
firm  of  E.  Clark  &  Bro.,  proprietors  of  Clark 
l~^7  Bros.  Meat  Market,  Farmington,  is  undoubt- 
edly the  most  successful  man  in  his  line  in  this  town 
if  not  in  the  county,  and  he  is  the  oldest  butcher 
here.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  exceptional  in- 
tegrity and  standing  in  the  financial  world,  and  he 
is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles  and  in  the  public 
life  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Randolph,  Mass.,  June  8, 
1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Elislia  V.  Clark,  a  native 
of  the  same  town  as  himself.  His  mother,  Mehita- 
ble  N.  Thayer,  was  born  in  Quinc}',  Mass.  When 
he  was  a  young  man  the  father  was  a  shoemaker  for 
some  years,  and  then  went  to  Quincy,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  a  butcher  from  1844  to  1846.  In  the 
latter  year  he  returned  to  Randolph,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  same  trade  there.  In  1866  he  de- 
cided to  act  on  the  suggestions  and  solicitations  of 
his  old-time  friend,  Alvin  Kidder,  (of  whom  see 
sketch  on  another  page  of  this  work)  to  come  to 
Farmington  and  embark  in  the  meat  business  here. 
Accordingly  he  removed  with  his  entire  family 
from  his  Eastern  home  to  this  State.  He  was  then 
in  very  ordinary  circumstances,  but  he  acquired  a 
competence  from  his  business  as  proprietor  of  a 
meat  market,  and  in  1877  sold  out  to  his  son  of 
whom  we  write. 

The  earl}'  Ijoyliood  and  manhood  of  our  subject 
were  passed  in  his  native  Massachusetts  town,  and 
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lie  received  his  education  in  its  public  schools.  He 
began  to  work  at  the  butcher  business  while  yet  a 
young  man,  and  accumulated  sufficient  capital  to 
buy  his  father  out,  as  before  mentioned.  The  first 
three  years  after  he  purchased  the  business  lie 
operated  it  alone,  but  in  1 880  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  and  since  that  time  it  has 
been  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  Clark  ife 
Bro.  In  1887  the  brothers  built  their  present  fine 
brick  store,  which  is  20x60  feet  in  dimensions,  is 
fitted  with  all  modern  improvements,  having  ample 
conveniences  for  the  preservation  of  fresh  meats, 
etc.  In  no  business  does  Farmington  assume  such 
a  metropolitan  air  as  in  the  meat  market  line,  and 
certainly  the  establishment  of  E.  Clark  &  Bro.,  with 
its  neat  fixtures,  would  do  justice  to  cities  of  far 
greater  pretensions. 

The  firm  entered  into  the  poultry  and  egg 
business  in  1880  in  connection  with  their  meat 
trade,  and  they  operate  in  Chicago  and  various 
otiier  points  in  this  State  and  in  Iowa,  buying  and 
dressing  poultr}'  at  four  different  places.  Mr.  Clark 
is  rapidly  becoming  a  wealthy  man,  for  besides  his 
meat  business,  he  has  money  invested  in  real  estate 
at  Sioux  Cit}',  Iowa,  and  at  various  other  places  in 
the  AVest. 

Our  subject  is  ver^'  happy  in  his  domestic-  rela- 
tions, having  married  in  1872,  Miss  Emma  Waite, 
who  is  to  him  all  that  a  loving  and  devoted  wife 
can  be,  and  to  their  two  children,  Bessie  W.  and 
Eugene  V.,  is  a  tender  and  wise  mother.  Their 
pleasant  residence  is  a  commodious,  two-story  frame 
dwelling,  finely  located  on  the  south  side  of  Ver- 
non Street,  Farmington. 

Mr.  Clark  is  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
in  promoting  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
village  of  Farmington,  he  being  a  progressive,  lib- 
eral, public-spirited  man,  and  in  social  and  educa- 
tional matters  he  is  pre-eminent.  He  joined  the 
Masonic  fraternity  in  the  winter  of  1868-69.  He 
took  the  chapter  degree  at  Yates  City  in  1870- 
71.  He  took  the  order  of  Knighthood  .it  Gales- 
burg  in  1880  and  has  taken  nine  degrees  in  all  and 
is  one  of  the  State  lecturers  of  the  order.  In  poli- 
tics he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 
He  has  never  sought  office  but  at  the  solicitation  of 
his  fellow-citizens  he  has  at  three  or  four  different 


times  within  the  past  twelve  years  taken  the  posi- 
tion of  Township  Clerk,  of  which  office  he  is  at 
present  an  incumbent;  and  he  is  also  serving  as 
City  Clerk  of  Farmington,  which  position  he  has 
held  six  years,  from  1875  to  1880,  and  was  chosen 
a  second  time  in  1889. 


T/  lELT.  GEORGE  AVASHINGTON  CONE. 
l  (^  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  circumstances  in 
_'— ^1  life  may  make  or  mar  the  prospects  of  a 
man  to  a  certain  extent,  but  a  determined  spirit 
will  bend  even  the  force  of  circumstances  to  its 
will.  The  career  of  Lieut.  Cone  since  his  arrival 
upon  the  stage  of  human  action  is  abundant  i)roof 
of  this  trite  saying. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  fifth  son  of  Jo- 
seph Cone,  founder  of  Farmington,  and  a  man  of 
extensive  fame.  He  was  born  in  Harrington, 
Conn.,  July  10,  1821,  and  received  an  excellent 
education,  attending  the  common  schools,  and 
afterward  the  academy  of  his  native  place.  He 
was  only  a  boy  of  thirteen  summers  when  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Illinois,  and  continued  to  live  at 
home  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  After  his 
arrival  in  this  State  he  attended  school  at  the  Peo- 
ria Academj',  which  was  at  that  time  under  the 
charge  of  the  Rev.  David  Page.  Possessing  great 
natural  ability  and  a  fondness  for  study,  our  sub- 
ject found  no  difficulty  in  mastering  the  depths  of 
"hidden  lore." 

Lieut.  Cone  was  twice  married.  In  1850  he  was 
united  in  hymeneal  bonds  with  Miss  Harriet  Berge. 
daughter  of  Deacon  Luther  Berge,  a  famous  Abol- 
itionist and  temperance  man,  and  well  known  to 
the  pioneers  of  Illinois.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
have  been  born  four  children,  viz.:  Cordelia,  who 
died  wiiile  in  infancy;  Frank,  who  died  when  six 
years  old;  Everett  Luther,  who  resides  at  home; 
and  George  C,  who  is  a  student  at  the  University 
of  Illinois,  at  Champaign. 

Our  subject  owns  much  real  estate,  and  has  lived 
in  several  different  places,  and  carried  on  a  pros- 
perous dry-goods  business  .it  Elmwood  for  about 
seven  years.     But  while   he  was    enjoying   life  at 
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that  lime  the  war  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  in  Com  ■ 
pany  I,  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
the  fall  of  1862.  He  was  under  eomniand  of  Col. 
Grier,  who  afterward  became  a  General.  The 
company  was  mustered  in  at  Peoria,  and  after  a 
brief  time  spent  there  in  drilling-  thev  left  for  tiie 
frontier,  and  our  subject  was  elected  Sergeant  by 
tiie  company.  Tlieir  prospective  point  was  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  and  th"y  marched  from  Covington  to 
Lexington,  from  there  to  Louisville,  and  from  that 
city  took  a  boat  for  Memphis  and  Vicksourg,  and 
were  present  at  the  battle  of  Vicksburg.  They 
were  engaged  at  Port  Gibson,  Haines  Bluff,  Arkan- 
sas Post,  where  they  took  six  thousand  prisoners. 
Champion  Hill  and  Black  River  Bridge.  For  val- 
iant service  ou"-  subject  was  promoted  to  be  Lieuten- 
ant. In  the  battle  of  Vicksburg  he  was  shot 
throught  his  left  ankle,  and  was  on  crutches  for 
eight  months,  and  was  honorably  discharged  on 
account  of  physical  disability  at  New  Orleans  in 
November,  1863.  He  returned  home  scai-cely  more 
than  a  ph3'sical  wreck,  but  with  a  war  record  of 
which  any  man  may  be  justly  proud.  In  politics 
he  is  in  sympath}'  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
is  no  office-seeker.  In  1863  he  went  to  Memphis 
and  bought  mill  property  there,  but  sold  same  and 
never  received  pay  for  it,  and  this  transaction 
prfict'cally  ruined  him  financially.  He  is  noted 
for  integrity,  and  is  a  man  of  great  moral  force, 
and  is  slightlj-  inclined  towards  the  Swedenborgian 
relitrion. 


bEWLS    S 


EWLS  SCHAFER.  This  gentleman  may 
be  called  a  self-made  man,  as  will  be 
the  perusal  of  his  histor}'.  He  oc- 
cupies a  finely-improved  farm  in  Young  Hickory 
Township  and  ranks  among  the  highly-respected 
citizens  of  the  county  by  reason  of  his  intelli- 
gence, his  sterling  character  and  reliable  citizen- 
ship. He  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  prudently 
changing  his  crops  in  order  to  keep  up  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  and  devoting  the  greater  amount  of  his 
land  to  grain  without  neglecting  other  articles  of 
produce.  He  raises  graded  hogs,  cattle  and  Nor- 
man horses,  and  has  his  estate  well  supplied  with 


orchards  and  groves.  Neat  fences  enclose  and  sub- 
divide the  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  which  he 
owns,  and  good  buildings  are  favorably  located 
upon  it.  The  land  is  well  supplied  with  springs, 
has  been  tiled  wherever  necessary  and  improved  in 
every  part. 

Jacob  Schafer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  reared  on 
a  farm.  When  seventeen  >ears  old  he  was  drafted 
into  the  army  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  who  at  that 
time  invaded  Hesse  Darmstadt.  He  marched  to 
Moscow.  Russia,  suffering  much  en  route,  as  he  be- 
came footsore  and  otherwise  practically  unfit  for 
the  journey.  After  three  3'ears  of  army  life  he 
became  one  of  Napoleon's  body-guard.  In  the 
fifth  year  he  was  wounded  in  the  heel  and  his  horse 
killed.  He  lay  by  the  side  of  the  dead  animal 
twelve  hours,  when  a  loose  horse  passed  and  he 
managed  to  secure  the  animal.  He  had  his  foot  in 
the  stirrup  ready  to  mount  when  a  shell  took  off 
the  horse's  head.  Mr.  S(jhafer  thought  it  wise  to 
"lav  low"  until  assistance  arrived,  when  he  was 
taken  to  the  hospital.  He  partiallj^  recovered  from 
his  wound,  and  was  then  honorably  discharged. 
He  drew  a  pension  of  $78  a  year.  He  was  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  Louis  Napoleon,  and  never  could 
bear  to  hear  any  one  speak  ill  of  him. 

In  the  town  of  Naunheim,  where  he  made  his 
home,  Mr.  Schafer  held  office  and  was  in  prosper- 
ous circumstances.  As  tlie  time  approached  when 
his  oldest  son  would  be  obliged  to  enter  the  army 
according  to  the  German  laws,  he  sold  his  property 
and  in  1832  bade  adieu  to  bis  native  land.  He  left 
Bremen  on  an  English  sailing-vessel,  and  thirty- 
six  days  later  landed  in  Baltimore  with  his  wife 
and  four  children.  He  went  to  Bedford  County, 
Pa.,  bought  an  unbroken  tract  of  land  and.  settled 
down  in  the  woods.  He  built  a  log  house,  cleared 
his  farm,  and  had  it  nicely  improved  when  stricken 
with  paralysis.  He  breathed  his  last  in  1834,  at 
the  age  of  forty-four  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife,  formerly  Eliza- 
beth Conrad,  was  the  daughter  of  a  farmer  in 
Hesse  Darmstadt.  She  remained  with  her  older 
daughter  until  1849,  then  came  to  this  State  and 
died  in  Fairview  Township  in  the  fall  of  1851. 
She   was  then   sixty-six  years  old.     The   parental 
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family  consisted  of  Mrs.  Margeret  SchaEf,  who 
died  in  Cooper  County,  Mo.,  in  1872:  Jacob,  who 
died  in  Fairview  Townsliip,  this  county,  in  1852; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  Smith,  of  Medway:  and  our 
subject. 

In  Naunheim,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  the 
eyes  of  our  subject  opened  to  the  light  July  18, 
1825.  At  the  usual  age  he  began  attending  school, 
continuing  his  studies  until  the  family  emigrated. 
"While  on  the  way  to  America  he  narrowly  es- 
caped drowning,  being  on  deck  when  a  huge  wave 
liroke  over  the  vessel,  sweeping  him  away  from 
his  mother.  He  clutched  at  the  ropes  and  so  es 
caped  a  watery  grave.  He  saw  icebergs  and  whales 
and  experienced  an  ocean  storm  of  three  days 
duration.  After  three  weeks  spent  in  Baltimore 
he  became  an  inmate  of  the  log  house  in  the 
forests  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  where  he  remained 
until  the  death  of  the  father  broke  up  the  family. 
When  he  was  ten  years  old  he  went  to  live  with  a 
Lutheran  preacher,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Yeager,  with 
whom  he  made  his  home  for  some  years.  He 
worked  liard  on  the  farm  and  in  the  winter  would 
spend  a  day  in  school  and  then  remain  out  two 
days  tf)  tramp  out  grain  with  a  horse,  or  do  other 
work.  AVhen  fourteen  years  old  he  was  apprenticed 
to  his  brother  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tailor,  and  at 
liie  age  of  twenty  was  set  free. 

Prior  to  this  time  young  Schafer  had  but  a  few 
months'  schooling,  and  he  at  once  entered   school. 

After  close  application  for  two  months  his  health 
compelled  iiira  to  leave  school,  and  he  secured  a 
clerkship  In  Martinsburg,  remaining  there  until 
1848.  He  then  started  West  with  his  brother, 
intending  to  go  to  Booneville,  Mo.  They  came 
down  the  Ohio  River  to  St.  Louis,  when  the  Mis- 
souri was  found  to  be  very  low,  and  they  came 
up  to  Coi)peras  Creek  Landing,  111.  Our  subject 
liked  the  appearance  of  the  country,  determined 
to  remain,  and  the  day  after  his  landing  hired  out 
to  John  W.  Shinn,  merchant  and  druggist  in 
Canton.  He  remained  in  the  employ-  of  that  gen- 
tleman a  year,  and  then,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  began  farming  in  Fairview  Township. 
The  connection  continued  until  the  brother's  death. 

For  some  time  our  subject  continued  to  clerk, 
being  employed  by  Maple  &  Piper,  but  the  illness 


of  his  brother  took  him  to  the  farm,  where  he 
afterward  remained.  Wild  game  was  then  plenti- 
ful, deer  abounding  in  great  numbers.  In  1854 
he  rented  a  farm  in  Young  Hickory  Township,  but 
two  years  later  removed  to  McDonough  County, 
buying  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  not  far  from  Good 
Hope.  His  nearest  neighbor  on  the  west  was  five 
five  miles  awaj'.  Ho  improved  the  land  with 
good  buildings,  making  it  his  home  until  1863, 
wiien  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  this  county. 
He  then  bought  sixty  acres  of  his  present  estate, 
which  was  partly  improved,  and  upon  which  he 
continued  the  work  which  had  [been  begun.  His 
labors  included  grubbing  from  the  timber  and 
the  breakingof  uncultivated  portions.  In  1878 
he  bought  seventy  acres,  also  partly  improved, 
and  now  has  both  tracts  in  excellent  condition. 
The  estate  is  four  miles  from  London  Mills,  ly- 
ing partly  on  section  23,  and  partly  on  section  '22. 

In  Young  Hickory  ^Township,  September  1,  1853' 
marriage  rites  were  solemnized  between  M.  Schafer 
and  Miss  Susan  Rest.  This  estimable  lady  was 
born  near  Connellsville,  Pa.,  July  5,  1832,  and  in 
1838  accompanied  her  parents  to  this  county. 
The  removal  was  made  with  two  wagons  drawn 
by  horses,  and  consumed  a  considerable  period  of 
time.  Mrs.  Schafer  was  reared  and  educated 
here,  attending  the  common  schools,  where  her 
writing  exercises  were  done  with  a  quill  pen  and 
her  text  books  were  by  authors  now  unknown 
to  pupils.  She  learned  to  hackle  flax,  spin,  weave 
and  perform  other  household  duties,  which  were 
then  considered  necessary  parts  of  a  girl's  educa- 
tion. 

Mrs.  Schafer  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  and 
Barbara  (Striker)  Rest,  natives  of  Germanj-,  who, 
after  coming  to  America,  located  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.  There  their  son  Jacob  was  born  February  15. 
1795.  When  of  a  suitable  age  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  clock-maker,  but  later  engaged  in  mill- 
ing. He  remained  in  his  native  State  until  Octo- 
ber, 1838,  when  he  came  AVest  with  his  farail3', 
settling  in  Fairview  Township,  this  county.  He 
remained  in  his  native  State  until  October,  1838, 
when  he  came  West  with  his  family,  settling  in 
Fairview  Township,  this  county.  After  a  few 
years  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
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section  23,  Young  Hickory  Township,  reclaimed 
the  land  from  its  raw  condition  and  placed  it 
under  good  improvements.  He  prospered  finan- 
ciall}',  becoming  quite  well-to-do.  He  was  quite  a 
famous  hunter  and  fisherman.  He  killed  many 
deer,  frequently  bringing  down  two  in  a  day. 
He  was  originally  a  member  of  the  Whig  party, 
but  in  later  years  was  a  Democrat.  He  was  act- 
ive in  religious  work,  being  a  Class-Leader  and 
cliorister  in  the  New  Light  Christian  Church.  He 
helped  to  build  the  first  schoolhouse  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  a  house  of  worship.  He  died  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 

The  wife  of  Jacob  Rest  and  mother  of  Mrs. 
Schafer  was  Mary  Orban,  who  was  born  in  Fay- 
ette County,  Pa.,  and  died  in  Ellisville  in  1874, 
when  nearly  four-score  years  old.  She  had  twelve 
children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following:  John  is 
now  living  in  Fairview  Township;  Mrs.  Barbara 
Hamilton  died  in  Liverpool  Township;  Mrs.  Jane 
Borland  lives  in  Young  Hickory  Township;  Henry 
makes  his  home  in  Iowa;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  White 
died  in  Young  Hickory  Township;  Mrs.  Nancy 
Hendricks  lives  in  Texas;  Mrs.  Mary  Hendricks 
lives  in  the  same  State;  Mrs.  Caroline  Irons  lives 
in  Young  Hickory  Township;  the  next  on  the 
family  roll  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Mrs.  Julia 
A.  Beer  died  in  Deerfield  Township;  Jacob  died 
in  Young  Hickory  Township;  Mrs.  Rowena  Palmer 
died  in  Iowa.  Jacob  served  his  country  during  the 
Civil  War  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Infantry. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  his  good  wife 
consists  of  three  children — Mary  E.,  Frank  P.  and 
Webster  L.;  Jacob  B.  died  January  26,  1860.  They 
also  have  as  inmates  of  their  household  two 
orphan  children  of  a  sister  of  Mr.  Schafer,  the 
younger  of  whom  was  three  years  old  when 
their  father  died.  Other  members  of  the  family  did 
not  seem  to  concern  themselves  about  the  chil- 
dren, and  our  subject,  who  had  known  what  it 
was  to  be  left  fatherless,  sent  his  younger  son  for 
them.  They  now  have  a  good  home  and  are  as 
lovingly  cared  for  as  were  the  children  who  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schafer's  by  ties  of  blood.  Their 
daughter  was  married  to  Anderson  Matler,  who  died 
in  the  year  1889,  and   has  one  daughter — Phebe 


B. ;  she  follows  the  profession  of  school-teaching 
and  is  self-supporting.  Frank  Shafer  married  Lib 
Shoemaker  and  lives  on  a  part  of  his  father's 
farm;  Webster,  who  has  attended  the  college  at 
Bushnell,  is  still  a  member  of  the  home  circle. 

In  1849  Mr.  Schafer  taught  a  rate  bill  school 
in  Young  Hickory  Township,  in  1853  taught  again, 
and  in  1864  held  his  third  and  last  school.  He  has 
been  School  Director  and  Trustee  for  yeais,  was 
Collector  one  year  and  has  been  Township  Clerk 
ten  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellow's 
lodge,  at  Ellisville,  in  which  he  has  passed  through 
the  Chairs.  His  son  Frank  is  also  identified  with 
it.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  fre- 
quently served  as  a  delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions and  as  a  member  of  the  Central  Committee. 
Mrs.  Schafer  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church. 


•^^^^^C 


S.  PHELPS,  a  highly  respected 
resident  of  Lewistown,  is  extensively  iden- 
tified with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
county.  He  is  a  fine  representative  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family  and  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  this 
State  who  has  materially  contributed  to  its  wel- 
fare. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  born  at  Oquawka,  July  17,1836. 
His  father,  Capt.  William  Pheli)S,  was  born  No- 
vember 1,  1809,  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y., 
of  which  his  father,  Stephen  Phelps,  a  native  of 
New  England,  was  an  early  settler.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  continued  in  his  pioneer 
home  a  few  years  and  then  again  took  up  the 
westward  march  and  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  the 
Sangomoo  Country,  as  Sangamon  County  was  then 
called.  That  was  long  before  the  Capital  was  lo- 
cated at  Springfield,  and  settlements  were  few  and 
far  between  in  that  wild  region.  Mr.  Phelps' 
stay  in  tiiat  region  was  only  for  a  short  time  and 
he  then  came  to  Lewistown  and  was  a  pioneer  mer- 
chant here,  opening  a  store  with  a  small  stock  of 
goods  which  he  had  brought  from  St.  Louis.  The 
Indians  were  numerous  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  and  a  great  deal  of  his  trading  was  done 
with  them.     He  was  a  man  of  much  enterprise,and 
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became  quite  prospered,  anil  as  the  town  and 
country  settled  up,  bis  business  was  extended,  and 
he  carried  it  on  successfully  until  his  death  about 
1840,  when  a  prominent  and  valued  citizen  was 
removed  from  tlie  commiMiity.  He  was  quite  con- 
spicious  in  political  and  public  affairs,  being  a 
Whig  in  party  affiliations,  and  at  an  early  day 
he  served  as  one  of  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  about  ten  years 
old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois. 
Some  time  before  he  attained  his  majority  his  father 
give  him  his  time  in  the  winter  season,  and  he  in- 
heriting a  commercial  spirit,  engaged  in  trade  with 
the  Indians,  and  thus  early  l.ecame  acquainted  with 
their  modes  of  living,  customs  and  characters. 
Later  when  the  Indians  were  removed  from  here 
he  went  with  them  to  that  portion  of  Dakota  now 
in(  luded  in  the  St.ate  of  Iowa,  and  remained  among 
them  several  years.  By  kind  treatment  he  gained 
their  confidence,  learned  their  language,  and  be- 
came good  friends  with  Keokuk,  Black  Hawk  and 
other  noted  chiefs.  In  1830,  President  Jackson 
presented  Keokuk's  wife  with  a  handsome  pres- 
ent, consisting  of  an  elegant  cabinet.  She  after- 
warils  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Phelps, mother  of  our  subject, 
who  gave  it  to  him  and  he  treasures  it  as  a  valued 
memento. 

During  those  early  timos,  for  awhile  Sir.  Phelps 
commanded  a  boat  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
was  at  one  time  Captain  of  the  steamer  "Pavillion." 
He  was  one  of  the  early  explorers  of  the  lead  re- 
gions around  Galena.  lu  1846  he  returned  to 
Lewistown  and  bought  quite  large  tracts  of  farm 
lands  in  the  vicinity  and  engaged  extensively  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  remained  a  resident  here 
until  1885,  then  went  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  and  wiih 
I  he  exception  of  a  few  visits  here,  spent  his  last 
years  there,  his  death  occurring  October  16,  1889. 
'I'lie  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Caroline  Kelsey 
and  she  was  also  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.  Her  father  Simeon  Kelsej-,  is  supposed  to 
been  have  a  native  of  the  same  State.  He  came 
to  Illinois  in  an  early  daj-  and  was  a  prominent 
pioneer  of  Lewistown.  He  dealt  in  stock,  and 
was  quite  prospered.  He  made  several  trips  to  the 
lead  mines  near  Galena,  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 


tigating their  merits,  and  invested  money  in  them. 
He  made  his  home  in  Lewistown  until  death  closed 
his  mortal  career. 

Much  of  the  first  ten  years  of  the  life  of  our  sub- 
ject was  passed  among  the  Indians  in  Iowa, 
which  was  at  that  time  principally  inhabited  by 
the  aborigines,  there  being  but  few  white  settlers 
excepting  along  the  streams.  During  his  childhood 
his  mother  was  sick,  so  he  was  reared  by  a  squaw. 
He  learned  to  talk  in  the  Indian  language  and  be- 
came expert  with  the  bow  and  arrow,  and  often 
shot  deer,  antelope  and  other  wild  game  that  was 
then  plentiful  in  that  region.  When  he  was  ten 
3'ears  old  his  parents  returned  to  Fulton  Count}-, 
and  he  attended  the  city  schools  at  Lewistown 
where  he  laiil  the  basis  of  a  solid  education.  He 
subsequently  pursued  a  two  years'  course  of  study 
at  the  Catholic  College  at  St.  Louis.  After  leav- 
ing that  institution  be  went  to  Fannin  County, 
Tex.,  for  a  visit,  and  was  induced  to  utilize  his 
learning  by  teaching  a  term  of  school,  which  was 
conducted  on  the  subscription  plan,  there  being  no 
free  schools  there,  and  was  taught  in  a  log  cabin. 
In  the  spring  he  went  to  New  Orleans  and  thence 
c:ime  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers 
as  far  as  Havana,  this  State.  He  thei.  established 
himself  in  business  as  a  grain  dealer  at  Point  Isa- 
bella, and  carried  it  on  there  with  good  financial 
success  until  1869. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Phelps  returned  to  this  county 
.and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  agriculture  on 
this  fertile  soil.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable 
farm,  finely  located  one  and  one-half  miles  from 
the  city,  and  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  highly  cultivated  and  capable  of 
yielding  large  harvests.  It  is  amply  supplied  with 
well-ordered  buildings,  with  good  modern  machin- 
ery and  every  appliance  for  conducting  farming 
operations  after  the  best  methods.  In  1886,  Mr. 
Phelps  removed  to  Lewistown  and  has  lived  there 
ever  since  in  one  of  the  attractive  residences  in 
the  citj'. 

To  the  lady  who  presides  over  his  pleasant  home, 
and  renders  it  one  of  coziness  and  happiness,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  1858.  Mrs. 
Phelps'  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Pickering,  and 
she  was   born  in  Ohio.     Her  parents,   Dillon  and 
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Ann  Pickering  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Maryland 
respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps  have  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  L.  and  Frank.  Mary  L.,  married  James 
T.  Ewan,  and  lives  in  Lewistown  Township;  Frank, 
wlio  lives  on  the  home  farm  married  Florence 
Smith,  and  tliey  have  four  children,  viz:  Captain 
Charles,  Merton.  Bernard,  and  a  babe  as  yet  un- 
named. 

Mr.  Phelps  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  habits 
and  stands  well  in  finani.'ial  circles.  He  lakes  an 
intelligent  interest  in  politics  and  is  a  faithful  ad- 
herent to  the  Republican  party.  He  was  enroll- 
ing' ollieer  during  the  war  and  was  twice  wounded 
while  faithfully  discharging  his  duties.  He  is  at 
the  present  time  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  fill- 
ing that  office  with  characteristic  ability.  He  and 
his  wife  arc  people  of  social  importance  and  Mrs. 
Phelps  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 


Jl  OHIs 
I  who 
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\t/OHN  FOUTCH.  It  is  impossible  for  those 
dio  are  reared  amid  the  comforts  of  o\\v 
present  civilization,  to  fully  realize  the  striig- 
^^J)  gle  through  which  the  pioneers  passed 
opening  up  the  country  which  is  now  considered  a 
vast  garden  spot,  capable  of  supplying  the  wants  of 
its  numerous  inhabitants  and  thousands  of  dwellers 
in  other  p'U-ts  of  the  world.  The  picture  presented 
by  our  imagination,  vivid  as  it  seems  to  us,  bears 
but  a  faint  resemblance  to  the  reality,  yet  even  this 
suffices  to  thrill  our  hearts  with  gratitude  to  all 
those  who  bore  a  part  in  work  on  the  frontier.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county  and  has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  his 
labors  and  the  success  he  has  achieved.  His  home 
is  in  Isabel  Township,  the  estate  comprising  four 
hundred  and  fort}-  acres  of  improved  land  and  the 
residence  being  a  beautiful  brick  structure  as  at- 
tractive and  well  built  as  any  in  the  townf^hip. 

Our  subject  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Abram 
Foutch,  a  native  of  the  New  England  States,  who 
served  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  laid  down  his  arms,  covered  with  scars. 
He  then  settled  in  Virginia,  resuming  his  former 


occupation  of  farming,  but  after  a  considerable 
time  removed  to  Indiana  to  spend  his  last  days  with 
his  son  John,  n'lar  Connersville.  He  breathed  his 
last  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years. 

The  above-mentioned  John  Foutch  was  born  and 
reared  on  a  farm  in  Virginia  and  shortly  after  his 
marriage  crossed  the  mountains  on  pack  horses  to 
Bourbon  County,  Ky.  There  he  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers,  taking  up  Government  land  upon 
which  he  built  a  small  log  cabin,  making  it  his 
home  about  ten  years.  He  next  located  in  Western 
Ohio  near  the  Indiana  line,  but  after  a  short  time 
changed  his  abode  to  the  other  side,  in  Franklin 
County,  Ind.  Here  again  he  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers.  Various  wild  animals  roamed  through  the 
country,  deer  being  plentiful  and  bears  frequently 
seen.  On  leased  land  Mr.  Foutch  built  a  cabin 
from  buckeye  logs  and  in  the  course  of  time  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  large  farm,  on  wliich  he  pur- 
sued extensive  operations.  In  the  summer  of  1823 
he  sold  it  and  became  a  resident  of  Sangamon 
County,  111.  The  journey  to  the  new  home  was 
made  with  an  ox-team  and  consumed  twenty-one 
days.  The  route  lay  through  a  wilderness  with 
here  and  there  a  section  that  had  been  opened  up 
to  settlement,  and  the  family  slept  in  the  wagon  or 
under  a  tent  at  night. 

Mr.  Foutch  purchased  Government  land,  erected 
a  log  cabin  which  was  afterward  supplanted  by  a 
commodious  brick  house,  and  carried  on  farm  work 
until  he  had  passed  the  age  of  four-score,  when  he 
closed  his  eyes  in  death.  He  had  seived  under 
Gen.  Harrison  in  Indiana  during  the  Indian  War. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  was  his 
wife,  whose  consistent  Christian  character  made  her 
highly  respected.  Mrs.  Foutch,  formerly  Nancy 
Whirril,  was  born  in  Maryland  and  died  in  Sanga- 
mon County,  when  about  three-score  and  ten  3'ears 
old.     She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children. 

In  the  family  of  the  couple  just  mentioned  our 
subject  is  numbered.  He  was  born  in  Bourbon 
County,  Ky.,  October  25,  1806,  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  boyhood  in  Indiana,  working  on 
the  farm  as  his  strength  would  permit  and  attending 
the  pioneer  schools.  The  schoolhouses  were  con- 
structed of  round  logs  and  had  rough  slab  benches 
with  wooden  pin  legs  for  seats.    The  windows  were 
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made  by  cutting  out^alog  on  each  hide  of  the  build- 
ing and  pasting  greased  paper  over  the  liole.     The 
writing  doslcs  vvere  shibs  resting  on  pins  driven  in 
tiie   wall  and   extended   around   the  sides   of    the 
rooms.    The  schools  were  supported  by  tuition  psid 
by  each    pupil,  and    tlie   teacher   boarded    round. 
Young  Foutch   was  seventeen   years  old  when  he 
came  vvith  bis  parents  to  this  State  driving  a  team    j 
on  the  way.     After  reaching  Sangamon  County  he 
spent  four  or  five  years  in  breaiving  prairie  with  a   j 
liuge   plow  drawn  by  three  or  four  yoke  of  oxen.    | 
As  he  was  the  oldest  child  at  home  the  brunt  of  the    I 
work  fell  upon  him.     During  the  first  years  of   his 
residence  here  he  frequently  saw  sixty  and  seventy 
head  of  deer  in  a  herd. 

Wiien  he  iiad  attained  his  majoritj' young  Foutch 
began  working  for  himself  and  took  to  himself  a 
companion  in  life.  His  marriage  was  solemnized 
in  Sangamon  County  and  there  he  farmed  until  the 
spring  of  1832,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  still  occu- 
pied by  him  on  section  22,  Isabel  Township.  He 
had  purchased  this  land  with  a  soldier's  warrant 
iiiid  settled  upon  it  with  virtually  nothing  in  the 
way  of  capital.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
and  says  that  the  other  |)ioneers  were  as  poor  as 
himself.  Indians  still  roamed  in  considerable  num- 
bers over  this  section  of  the  State  and  various  wild 
animals  were  plentiful.  Mr.  Foutch  killed  many  a 
deer  and  wild  turkey,  and  also  brought  down  coons, 
h's  great  recreation  being  hunting,  in  wiiich  he  took 
delight. 

The  original  dwelling  on  the  liomestcad  was  a 
little  hewed  log  hut  put  up  by  Mr.  Foutch,  having 
a  hole  for  a  window  but  no  glass,  a  board  being 
used  for  a  shutter.  During  the  first  few  years  our 
subject  did  teaming  and  any  other  work  he  could 
lind  by  which  to  earn  an  honest  dollar,  while  en- 
deavoring to  cultivate  the  land  he  iiad  obtained 
and  bring  it  to  a  condition  that  would  supply  his 
wants.  The  farm  was  all  prairie  and  the  large 
timber  which  now  covers  a  portion  of  it  has  been 
grown  since  he  took  possession.  Other  important 
changes  have  taken  place  since  the  days  when  he 
was  obliged  to  go  to  Springfield  to  get  his  grist 
ground,  among  them  being  the  nearness  of  good 
mills,  markets  and  neighbors.     Mr.  Foutch  has  been 


an  unusually  hardworking  man  and  has  carried  on 
extensive  agricultural  operations,  but  of  late  years 
he  has  retired  from  the  tolls  of  life.  He  has  added 
to  his  original  purchase  from  time  to  time  until  he 
has  acquired  his  present  large  acreage. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  was  solemnized 
in  the  fall  of  1826,  his  bride  being  Miss  Johoda 
Ray.  That  wortiiy  woman  died  in  middle  life  after 
having  borne  four  children,  two  of  whom.  James 
and  Francis  M.,  grew  to  maturity.  Mr.  Foutch 
was  again  married  Ma3-  8,  1817,  to  Miss  Letitia 
Ferris,  who  still  lives  to  share  in  all  his  joys  as 
she  has  previously  done  in  his  struggles.  She  is 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity  and  six  are  still  living.  The  survivors 
are  John,  Thomas,  Mrs.  Louisa  Lacost,  Charles, 
Edward  and  Mrs.  Anna  Loarsh.  Those  who  died 
in  maturity  were  William ;  Abraham  L. ;  and  David, 
who  died  March  31,  1890,  aged  thirty-four  years. 

Mrs.  Foutch  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  tliis 
State,  July  17,  1817,  and  is  one  of  nine  children 
comprising  the  family  of  David  and  Louisa  (Little) 
Ferris.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Tennessee  and 
are  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Franklin 
County,  this  State,  where  the  father  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty  j'ears  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  four- 
score. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foutch  have  been  members 
of  the  New  Light  Church  for  many  years  and  are 
regarded  as  efficient  and  consistent  members.  Mr. 
Foutch  is  a  Republican  and  has  held  some  of  the 
minor  offices  in  the  township. 


JOSEPH  KRISCHKE,  proprietor  of  a  meat 
market  in  Canton,  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
I  business  men  of  the  city,  and  is  prominent 
^^/)  in  its  public  life.  He  was  born  in  Austria, 
January  20,  1828,  in  ti)e  village  of  Gropolbusdorf. 
He  was  second  in  a  family  of  three  children  of 
Ignatz  and  Regina  Krisehke.  In  1833,  by  the 
death  of  his  father,  Joseph  was  left  an  orphan.  He 
lived  among  strangers  eleven  years,  and  from  the 
age  of  six  years  until  he  was  eleven  years  old  he 
attended  the  village  school.     At  that  time  he  began 
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working  out  for  a  butcher,  serving  with  liim  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years.  After  that  he  trav- 
eled as  a  journeyman  from  1846  until  1854,  work- 
ing in  various  places.  In  the  month  of  September, 
the  latter  year,  he  ambitiously  resolved  to  try  his 
fortunes  iu  a  foreign  country,  and  coming  to  the 
United  States,  lauded  in  New  York  City,  and  from 
there  made  his  way  to  Chicago,  where  be  spent 
two  weeks.  AVhen  he  landed  in  this  countiy  he 
was  quite  ignorant  of  the  English  language,  but  he 
linall}'  acquired  a  substantial  knowledge  of  it  and 
uses  it  with  fluencj'.  From  Chicago  he  went  to 
LaSallc,  where  he  spent  two  j'ears,  and  then  we 
hear  of  him  at  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa,  where  nine 
months  of  his  life  were  passed.  In  the  month  of 
October,  1857,  he  retraced  his  steps  eastward  as 
far  as  Canton,  and  here  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Frank  Moyer,  the  proprietor  of  a  meat  market. 
He  was  with  him  ten  months,  and  acquired  the 
knack  of  handling  meat  to  the  best  advantage  and 
a  thorough  knowedge  of  the  trade  in  all  its  details. 

Thus  well  equipped,  Mr.  Krischke  embarked  in 
the  butchering  business  on  his  own  account,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1858,  in  a  shop  on  the  west  side  of  the 
square.  He  subsequently  built  his  large  brick  store, 
and  occupies  the  rear  of  it,  and  has  here  a  neat  and 
well  fitted  up  establishment,  and  carries  an  exten- 
sive line  of  good  meats  of  all  kinds.  He  is  well 
patronized  by  the  citizens  of  Canton,  and  has  built 
up  a  lucrative  business.  His  building  is  two  sto- 
ries in  height,  fronting  south,  and  he  rents  all  that 
part  which  he  does  not  occupj'.  It  is  in  a  good 
location,  and  his  market  is  one  of  tlie  princijial 
ones  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Krischke  was  married  in  July,  1858,  to  Miss 
Mary  Johnson,  of  Canton.  She  is  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  born  in  Lewis  County.  Her  father. 
Shepherd  Johnson,  was  an  early  settler  of  Fulton 
County',  coming  here  in  1854.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Krischke  have  eight  children  living,  three  boys  and 
five  girls,  whom  the}'  have  named  Frank,  Charley, 
Edward,  Alice,  Ma}',  Elizabeth,  Stella  and  Maude. 

Our  subject's  business  capacity,  energy  and 
sound  sense  have  been  duly  recognized  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens as  valuable  traits  in  a  civic  official, 
and  they  have  often  called  him  to  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility.     In  1887  he  was  elected  Mayor 


of  Canton,  and  wliile  in  that  office  he  guarded  the 
interests  of  the  city  with  vigilance.  He  served  as 
Alderman  several  terms,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
present  City  Council,  representing  the  Third  Ward. 
He  belongs  to  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.734,  A.  F.  & 
A.  il.,  also  to  Canton  Chapter,  No.  68,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
to  Canton  Council,  No.  23.  In  politics,  he  is  rather 
conservative  as  to  National  and  State  matters,  giving 
his  support,  however,  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
he  has  often  served  as  delegate  to  county  con. 
ventions.  He  began  life  with  limited  means,  but 
by  industry,  thrift  and  tact  has  acquired  a  hand- 
some property.  His  residence  at  No.  208,  Lewis- 
town  Street,  is  one  of  the  pleasant  homes  of  Can- 
ton. 


L^^HEODORE  C.  ENGLE  is  classed  among  the 
'iM^^  intelligent,  keen,  and  thoroughly  wide- 
v^^^  awake  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  this 
county  who  are  contributing  so  much  to  its  material 
prosperity.  He  is  the  son  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  section,  and  is  the  proprietor  of  the  fine  old 
homestead  that  his  father  developed  in  Bernadotte 
Township.  It  is  located  on  section  1,  and  is  one  of 
the  model  farms  in  this  vicinity  as  it  is  kept  up  to 
the  highest  point  in  every  respect,  is  supplied  with 
neat  and  well-ordered  buildings  and  every  variety 
of  the  most  approved  mo:lorn  machinery  and  is 
well  stocked. 

The  parents  of  our  suliject,  Jesse  and  Mary  B., 
(Hellings)  Engle,  were  natives  of  Philadelphia 
County,  Pa.  The  father  was  liorn  in  1803,  and 
died  in  this  county  in  1868,  and  all  that  is  mortal 
of  him  is  now  lying  in  Lewistown  cemetery.  The 
mother  was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  1 806, 
died  in  this  county  and  is  lying  beside  her  husband. 
They  were  pioneers  of  Fulton  County,  coming 
here  as  early  as  1838,  and  did  their  share  of  the 
work  of  its  development.  They  were  greatly  re- 
spected for  their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellent 
qualities  of  head  and  heart. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  September  26,  1835.  He  obtained 
the  most  of  his  schooling  in  the  district  schools  of 
Bernadotte  anfl  Lewistown  Township,  and  spent  one 
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year  at  the  Farmington  Academy,  where  be  pursued 
a  good  practical  course  of  study.  He  was  scarcely 
more  than  two  3'ears  of  age  when  his  parents  came 
to  this  county,  and  he  remained  with  them  until  he 
married  in  February,  1856,  and  established  a  home 
of  his  own.  He  was  at  that  time  wedded  to  Miss 
Harriet  F.,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Frances  Hill.  Of 
that  marriage  four  daughters  were  born:  Mary  F., 
Alice  K.,  Emma  C.  and  Carrie.  The  first  wife  of 
our  subject  died  February  12,  1861,  and  all  that 
was  mortal  was  deposited  in  Lewistown  cemetery. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  with 
Temperance  L.,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Har- 
wich. Ten  children  resulted  from  that  marriage, 
two  girls  and  eight  boj-s,  of  whom  there  are  three 
boys  and  one  girl  now  living,  namely:  Robert  E., 
Henry  P.,  Everett  and  Dollic.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  sustained  great  sorrow  in  the  death  of  their 
remaining  children  who  were  named  Frank  N., 
Hsirry,  Ada,  Charley,  Oliver  P.  and  John  L.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  January  19,  1881. 
December  17,  1884,  Mr.  Engle  was  married  to  his 
present  wife,  Caudace  Barrett,  who  presides  well 
over  his  home  and  looks  carefully  after  the  com- 
forts of  the  inmates  of  the  household. 

After  his  first  marriage  our  subject  resided  a  part 
of  the  time  in  Bernadotte  Township,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  in  Lewistown,  and  was  engaged  in  various 
kinds  of  business,  principally  farming.  After  his 
second  marriage  he  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
where  he  now  resides.  This  is  a  beautiful  and  well- 
kept  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty-four  aercs,and 
the  substantial  improvements  that  he  has  made 
upon  it  add  greatly  to  its  attractiveness  and  value. 
He  has  erected  a  commodious  and  well-built  two- 
story  frame  house,  26x16  feet  in  dimensions,  with 
an  L,  20x24  feet;  also  a  roomy  frame  barn,  56x40 
feet  in  dimensions,  besides  granaries,  corn  cribs 
and  all  other  necessary  improvements  to  make  it  a 
first-class  farm.  Mr.  Engle  has  a  steam  thresher,  a 
clover  huller,  feed  mill,  a  self  binding  mower,  a 
pulverizer  and  many  other  pieces  of  fine  farming 
machinery.  About  one  hundred  yards  from  his 
house  Mr.  Engle  has  a  steam  bri.ik  and  tile  factory 
and  he  also  owns  a  sawmill  and  is  conducting  the 
manufacture  of  brick,  tile  and  lumber  with  char- 
acteristic energy  and  with  the  success  that  had  at- 


tended all  his  enterprises.  He  pays  some  attention 
to  stock-raising  and  has  eleven  fine  horses,  for  one 
of  which,  a  three-fourths  Percheron  stallion,  he 
once  refused  $400. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  perusal  of  this  sketch,our 
subject  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  enterprising 
business  men  and  agriculturists  in  this  part  of  the 
county  and  he  has  already  accumulated  a  com- 
fortable competence.  He  is  not  connected  with  any 
church  organization,  but  his  life  is  one  of  upright- 
ness and  morality,  and  is  guided  by  high  principles. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  been  since 
1858. 
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OHN  G.  PORTER  was  a  pioneer  of  Ihi 
d  for  more  than  forty  years  has 
mportant  factor  in  promoting  its 
ral  and  industrial  interests,  and  in 
advancing  its  upbuilding.  He  is  a  skillful  farmer 
and  is  managing  a  large,  finely  improved  farm, 
and  at  the  same  time  is  conducting  a  good  busi- 
ness as  a  stonemason,  bricklayer  and  plasterer.  His 
interests  are  centered  in  Woodland  Township, where 
he  has  made  his  home  ever  since  he  came  to  the 
count}'. 

Mr.  Porter  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  August  12,  1812.  His  father, 
John  G.  Porter,  was  also  a  native  of  that  part  of 
Ireland.  He  was  the  boss  mason  for  Bishop  Porter, 
who  occupied  next  to  the  highest  bishopric  in  Ire- 
land for  thirty-three  years.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject had  charge  of  the  men  who  took  care  of  the 
parks  and  pleasure  grounds,  and  in  one  park  there 
were  two  thousand  deer.  Mr.  Porter  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  England  and  died  true  to  the 
faith  at  the  age  of  sixty-.'six  years.  Early  in  life 
he  had  married  Mary  Hanna,  who  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England.  She  lived  to  be  fifty-five 
years  old.  Her  father  lived  to  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety  years. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  eight  children.  He  was 
given  excellent  educational  advantages  in  his  boy- 
hood as  he  attended  school  very  steadily  during 
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the  week,  and  Sunday-school  every  Sunday.  When 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  his  uncle,  .Tolm 
Hanna,  a  resident  of  Quebec,  Canada,  urged  him 
to  come  to  America  and  make  his  home  with  him. 
The  bright,  adventurous  lad  eagerly  accepted  his 
uncle's  invitation,  but  on  tiie  first  day  of  the  voy- 
age he  was  so  sea-sick  that  he  heartily  wished  him- 
self back  on  terra  firma  and  offered  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  $250  to  land  him,  at  which  the  captain 
laughed.  He  was,  however,  kindly  cared  for  by  the 
lady  passengers  on  board  the  ship,  and  his  misery 
was  brought  to  a  close  at  the  end  of  six  weeks, 
when  the  vessel  arrived  in  harbor  at  Quebec.  Mr. 
Porter  staid  with  his  uncle  in  that  city  one  year, 
and  helped  him  in  his  store.  His  next  venture 
was  to  go  to  New  York  City,  where  he  bound  him- 
self for  a  period  of  five  years  for  his  board  and 
clothes  to  learn  the  four  trades  of  bricklaying,  stone- 
masonry,  stonecutting  and  plastering.  He  served 
tliroughout  the  entire  length  of  his  apprenticeship 
and  thoroughly  mastered  each  calling.  He  worked 
at  them  in  New  York  City,  Harlem,  Brooklyn, 
and  many  other  places,  and  received  verj-  high 
wages.  He  sagaciously  judged  that  in  a  newly -set- 
led  country  like  the  State  of  Illinois,  a  young  man 
of  cafibre  and  ability  would  find  a  fine  opening  for 
the  exercise  of  his  various  callings,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1846  he  emigrated  to  this  county.  He 
traveled  the  first  four  hundred  miles  of  his  jour- 
ney in  a  stage  over  the  mountains,  and  while  at  a 
way  station  sipping  a  cup  of  tea  his  hand  satchel 
and  $200  were  stolen.  From  Pittsburg  he  trav- 
eled by  water  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  up  the  Mis- 
sissipiii  and  Illinois  Rivers  to  this  part  of  the 
country. 

Our  subject  had  previously  traded  some  land  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y..  for  land  here,  and  on  his 
arrival  he  bought  more  land,  making  in  all  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  The  two  first  years  that 
he  lived  here  were  spent  partly  at  his  trades  in 
St.  Louis  and  partly  in  developing  his  laud  here. 
Three  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  his  estate  lay 
in  Warren  County,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Woodland  Township.  He  settled  on  the 
latter  quarter,  which  was  all  heavily  timbered,  and 
he  built  a  small  frame  house  and  a  log  stable.  He 
cleared  about   forty  acres  of  that   place,  and  then 


disposed  of  it  at  an  [advance  on  the  original  price, 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
1 1,  the  same  township.  He^has  worked  at  improv- 
ing his  farm  and  at  his  various  callings  ever  since, 
and  has  prospered  well.  He  now  has  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  finely  cultivated,  supplied  with 
ample  buildings  and  every]  convenience  for  carry- 
ing on  agriculture. 

Mr.  Porter  was  first  married,  in  1837,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Guyari.  She  died  childless  in  middle  life. 
His  second  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  in  1842, 
was  with  Eliza  A.  Snodgrass,  who  was  born  in  Har- 
rison County,  Ind..  July  24.  1S24.  Of  this  mar- 
riage ten  children  have  been  born,  eight  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  Sarah  J.  (Mrs.  Shields),  Julia 
(Mrs.  Atkins),  John  W.,  William  A.,  Emory  D., 
Alexander  (deceased),  Catherine  A.  (Mrs.  Martin), 
and  Addison  G.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  have  been 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  for  thirty-five 
years.  In  politics  he  has  given  an  unswerving  alle- 
giance to  the  l^emocratic  part3-.  He  is  an  honest, 
intelligent  man,  has  true  Irish  wit,  and  is  a  favor- 
ite with  all. 
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^?p7I,'NDREW    J.    IIORTON,    who    represents 
/    |i    Woodland  Township  on  the  County  Board 
j    li    of  Supervisors,  is  a  farmer  b}'  occupation. 
(^  He  was  an  officer  in  the  late  war  and   won 

a  military  record  that  reflects  honor  on  the  soldiery 
of  this,  his  adopted  State.  He  was  born  in  New 
Castle  Township,  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  October 
28,  1835.  His  father,  William  Horton,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  and  was  born  in  1811.  He 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Horton,  who  was  a  Virginian 
by  birth.  Ezra  Horton,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Virginia.  The 
Hortons  came  originally  from  Ireland. 

Ezra  Horton  was  a  farmer  and  he  emigrated  from 
his  old  Virginia  home  to  Ohio,  in  a  very  early  day 
and  settled  on  the  present  site  of  Mohawk  village, 
he  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  there.  There  his 
remaining  years  were  passed  and  he  died  at  a  ripe 
old  age.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  accom- 
panied  his  parents  to  Ohio  when  a  boy.     He   was 
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there  reared  and  became  a  very  extensive  farmer 
in  Coshocton  County,  and  owned  considerable  land 
there.  His  farm  was  well  improved,  had  a  fine 
large  brick  house  and  two  large  barns,  and  was  well 
supplied  with  fruit  trees  of  all  kinds.  Mr.  Horton 
sold  his  place  there  and  came  to  this  county  in  the 
month  of  October,  1853,  and  purchased  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  just  south  of  Sum- 
mum,  Woodland  Township,  where  he  resided  until 
death  rounded  out  his  carrerin  18G1 ,  at  upwards  of 
eighty  years  old.  Ho  was  a  standi  Democrat  in 
politics. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Coshocton  County,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  When  a  young  man  he 
came  to  Fulton  County,  arriving  here  October  22, 
1853,  making  the  trip  with  four  teams  an. I  a  wagon, 
having  left  his  old  home  October  1.  He  had  pur- 
ciiased  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  20,  Wood- 
land Township,  before  coming  here,  and  he  then 
settled  on  it.  He  also  entered  forty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land  across  the  road  and  bought  forty 
acres  joining  it.  He  farmed  extensively  and  was 
greatly  prospered.  He  sold  a  part  of  his  original 
purchase  to  our  subject  and  his  brother,  and  bought 
out  the  heirs  to  his  father's  estate  near  Summum, 
which  he  subsequently  sold  a  few  years  later  for  170 
an  acre.  He  then  invested  in  lands  in  Hancock 
County,  111.,  and  as  land  greatly'  depreciated  during 
the  panic  of  1873,  he  lost  heavily.  He  afterwards 
bought  property  in  Astoria  and  lived  there  five 
years.  He  then  made  his  home  with  his  son  Jeffer- 
son until  his  death,  which  occurred  very  suddenly. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  was 
active  in  the  public  life  of  the  township,  holding 
various  local  offices.  He  married  Sarah  Dennis,  a 
native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  who  is  still  living. 
She  is  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  living:  Jane,  Sabina,  Polly,  Louisa,  Alwilda, 
Andrew  J.,  Washington,  Thomas  J.,  and  Abram. 
Four  are  deceased. 

Andrew  J.  Horton  was  reared  in  Coshocton 
Count}',  Oliio,  until  he  was  eigiiteen  years  of  age. 
He  attended  school  some  but  as  soon  as  large 
enough  to  work,  lie  lived  out.  The  first  summer 
that  he  worked  for  others  his  only  payment  was  his 
board  and  clothes.    The  second  summer  be  received 


^S  per  month.  After  coming  here  he  worked  on 
his  father's  farm  until  the  war  broke  out.  He  was 
then  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  early  manhood,  and 
on  August  22,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Eighty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in 
as  Third  Sergeant.  He  fought  bravely  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Perryville  and  Stone  River  and  at  the  latter 
place  was  taken  prisoner  by  Gen.  Wheeler's  men, 
and  w,is  held  from  December,  1862,  until  the  latter 
part  of  March,  1863,  when  he  was  exchanged  at  St. 
Louis.  He  joined  his  regiment  in  time  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  he 
was  engaged  in  several  lively  skirmishes  following 
that  battle  and  then  came  the  battles  of  Kenesaw, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  the  taking  of  Atlanta.  Our 
subject  did  good  service  in  several  skirmishes  that 
were  fought  with  the  enemy  on  the  wa}-  from  At- 
lanta to  Savannah.  His  courageous,  self-reliant 
spirit,  his  devotion  to  his  duty,  and  the  ability  with 
which  he  executed  all  orders  won  the  approval  of 
his  superiors  and  gained  hira  deserved  promotion 
to  the  position  of  First  Lieutenant.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  June  15,  1865,  having  won  honors  as  a 
soldier  and  an  officer  of  which  he  and  his  may  well 
be  proud.  During  his  service  he  was  never  in  a 
hospital  or  in  a  wagon  or  on  horseback,  except  for 
about  three  hours  ride  in  a  wagon. 

After  his  return  from  the  seat  of  war,  our  subject 
purchased  the  eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
now  resides,  of  his  father.  He  has  given  his  atten- 
tion exclusivelj'  to  farming  ever  since,  and  besides 
raising  grain  is  rearing  stock  with  good  profit.  He 
is  practical  and  wide-awake  in  the  man.agement  of 
his  agricultural  affairs  and  the  neat  and  finely  im- 
proved appearance  of  his  farm  betokens  thrift  and 
good  care  on  the  part  of  tlie  owner. 

June  25,  1857,  Mr.  Horton's  marriage  with  Miss 
Polly  Horn  was  duly  celebrated.  Mrs.  Horton  was 
born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  May  14,  1837,  and 
came  to  this  county  with  her  parents  in  the  early 
days  of  its  settlement.  Five  of  the  six  children 
born  to  her  and  our  subject  are  living:  Thomas  J., 
Julia,  Mrs.  Hare;  Charles,  deceased;  Sallie,  Will- 
iam and  Dolly.  Mrs.  Horton  is  a  very  capable 
woman  and  during  her  husband's  absence  at  the 
time  of  the  war,  she  and  her  two  oldest  cliildren 
were   left  at  home  and  she  very  ably  managed  af- 
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fairs  and  supported  them  comfortably.  Slie  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Churtli  and  an  earnest 
worker  in  tlie  fold. 

Mr.  Morton  is  one  of  our  best  citizens,  antl  is  de- 
servedly popular  with  all  who  know  him.  His  fel- 
low-citizens, appreciating  the  fact  that  a  man  of 
his  calibre  and  understanding,  would  make  a  good 
civic  oflicial.  have  elected  him  to  represent  AVood- 
land  Township  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  he  is  now  serving  his  third  term  in  that  im- 
jiortant  office.  He  has  also  held  the  position  of 
Road  Commissioner  for  twelve  years  and  has  done 
good  service  for  his  township  in  the  minor  offices, 
rolitically  he  is  a  sound  Democrat  and  uses  his  in- 
lUience  for  the  interest  of  the  party. 

OZIAS    G.  STRONG,  M.    D.     This   honored 
member  of    the    medical   profession,   whose 
reputation   has  been  established   in    Canton 

for  many  years,  is  a  native  of  the  Bucke3'e  State. 
His  father,  Ozias  Strong,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer  and 
likewise  a  prominent  attorney,  serving  as  a  magis- 
trate at  Wilkesville  fortj'  years.  There  he  breathed 
his  last  when  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
His  father,  Horatio  Strong, was  of  English  and  Irish 
descent,  and  a  native  of  Massacthusetts,  and  his 
mother  was  of  Scotch  descent.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Annis  Gregor}-,  and  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  of  Scotch  ancestrJ^ 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  parental  acres,  in 
Meigs  County,  Ohio,  August  12,  1818.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  first  attending  the  common 
schools  and  then  entering  Athens  Academy,  at 
Athens,  Ohio.  He  began  studying  medicine  with  Dr. 
.1.  II.  Smith,  of  Meigs  County,  and  after  taking  a 
course  of  lectures  at  Starling  Medical  College,  Co- 
lumbus, began  iiis  practice  in  his  native  county. 
After  three  years  residence  there  he  removed  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  continued  his  professional 
labors  for  a  short  time,  subsequently  removing  to 
Hannibal  to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  en- 
tered into  partnership  witti  Messrs.  Smith  <fe  Dick, 
and  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith,  Dick  &  Co.  a 
large  business  w.as  conducted  for  three  years.     Dr. 


Strong  went  to  LaGrange  to  engage  in  the  tobacco 
business,  his  partners  having  sold  out  and  left  him 
to  sustain  a  heavy  loss.  During  his  residence  in 
Hannibal  he  was  Marshal  and  also  Collector  of 
City  Revenue,  having  been  elected  to  those  offices 
in  1853. 

After  his  removal  to  LaGrange  Dr.  Strong  was 
elected  Recorder  and  Police  Magistrate.  During 
these  years  he  had  changed  his  views  in  relation 
to  the  practice  of  medicine,  abandoning  the  theo- 
ries of  the  Allopathic  school  and  becoming  a  con- 
vert to  those  of  Homeopathy.  After  private  prepar- 
ation  he  entered  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College, 
at  St.  Louis,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1858,  immediately  opening  an  office  in  Canton, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  devoted  himself 
assiduously  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  build- 
ing up  a  large  practice  and  proving  unusually  suc- 
cessful in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  diseases 
His  practice  has  amounted  to  more  than  $80,000" 
and  near  $100,000,  a  large  sum  for  a  place  of  this 
size.  His  labor  is,  of  course,  not  confined  to  the 
town  itself,  but  includes  a  large  extent  of  the  sur- 
rounding country. 

Dr.  Strong  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  com- 
panion having  been  Miss  Bethena  E.  Pavey,  of 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  whose  death  took  place  in  this  city. 
She  left  five  children — Jared  D., George  W.,  Charles 
H.,  Jesse  W.  and  Lizzie  L.  George  W.  is  now 
manager  of  a  large  book  concern  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.; 
Charles  H.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Homeopathic  Col- 
lege in  New  York,  and  is  now  practicing  medicine 
in  Providence,  R.  I.;  Jesse  W.,  proprietor  and  edi- 
tor of  the  Canton  Rejniblican,  having  purchased 
the  paper  September  18,  1890,  is  mentioned  at 
greater  length  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Lizzie  is 
the  wife  of  C.  H.  Atwater,  of  Quincy,  111. 

Tiie  present  wife  of  Dr.  Strong  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Maggie  Linabery.  She  was  born  in  Mor- 
ris Count}',  N.  J.,  and  came  West  with  her  parents 
in  childhood,  growing  to  maturity  in  this  county. 
The  qualities  of  her  mind  and  heart  fit  her  for  a 
useful  career,  and  she  has  as  many  calls  upon  her 
attention  as  suffice  to  keep  her  hands  and  brain 
employed.  First  of  all  are  her  home  duties,  and 
beyond  this  her  influence  extends  throughout  a 
larsje  circle. 
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Dr.  Strong  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homeopathy,  and  has  been3  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years.  He  is  rather 
conservative  in  politics,  affiliating  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Not  only  is^his  professional  reputa- 
tion one  of  the  best,  but  by  reason  of  his  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  private  citizen  his  ex- 
cellent character  and  great  intelligence, he  is  looked 
upon  with  great  respect  by  his  professional  associ- 
ates and  his  fellow-citizens  in  general. 

The  attention  of  the  reader^is]  directed  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of"Mr.  Strong,  which  may^be 
found  on  another  page. 


'SpJi^EV.  WILLIAM  BURGESS,  Pastor  of  the 
llUf  Congregational  Church,  Canton.  While 
tk>  v|  there  are  many  avenues  by  which  mental 
^)  ability  leads  to  distinction,  there  is  scarcely 
one  of  more  benefit  to  humanity  as  a  family,  than 
tliat  of  caring  for  the  immortal  soul.  A  pastor's 
duty  entails  upon  him  a  great  deal  of  responsibility, 
for  not  only  must  he  guide  people  safel}'  through 
the  shoals  of  this  world,  but  prepare  them  for  a 
safe  passage  into  the  unknown  world.  Among  the 
men  who  have  labored  early  and  lale  to  accomplish 
this  purpose,  and  to  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to 
frail  humanity,  ranks  the  Rev.  William  Burgess. 

Our  subject  was  ushered  into  life  at  Norwich, 
England,  on  May  26,  1843,  being  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  i;iiz:ibeth  (Taylor)  Burgess.  The  father 
died  when  our  subject  was  only  nine  years  of  age, 
and  thus  he  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  true  sense 
of  that  term.  Being  very  desirous  of  entering  the 
ministry,  he  was  aided  in  the  accomplishment  of 
this  ambition  by  a  philanthropic  gentleman  of  his 
native  place.  Dr.  Burgess,  after  completing  his 
education  and  being  fully  prepared  to  preach  the 
Gospel  as  a  Methodist  minister,suddenly  discovered 
when  in  his  twentieth  year,  that  he  could  not  en- 
tirely agree  with  this  denomination  in  their  doc- 
trines, and  so  renounced  for  a  time  the  idea  of 
preaching. 

Our  subject  upon  reaching  his  twenty-first  year 
began  a  lecturing  lour  through   the  L'nited  King- 


dom, preaching  social  reform  and  temperance,  and 

also  giving  extensive  lectures  upon  historical  sub- 
jects. For  a  period  of  seventeen  _vears  he  continued 
to  lecture,  in  the  meantime  contributing  to  several 
journals  in  England,  and  in  1875,  became  the 
founder  and  editor  of  the  Medical  Enquirer,  at 
Liverpool.  The  chief  object  was  to  resist  the 
thought  of  neceisary  vice,  and  he  was  unusually 
well  qualified  to  discuss  this  great  question  in  all 
its  manifold  aspects.  When  the  end  was  accom- 
plished the  publication  ceased  after  a  three  year's 
run.  It  had  a  free  distribution  and  was  supported 
bj'  several  wealthy  men.  Its  effect  was  to  repeal 
the  law  which  it  antagonized,  the  late  disclosures  in 
the  Fall  Mall  Gazelle  being  brought  about  by  the 
agitation  and  by  the  efforts  of  the  Medical  En- 
quirer. A  leading  paper  in  speaking  of  the  Rev. 
Burgess  as  a  lecturer,  says,  "He  has  a  pleasnutand 
attractive_appearance,  is  a  bright,  ready  and  livel3' 
speaker,  has  a  clear  ringing  voice  and  commands 
the  attention  of  his  audience  at  the  beginning.  His 
delivery  is  good,  his  manner  earnest,  and  he  handles 
his  subject  as  one  perfectly'  at  home." 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  moved  with  his  family 
to  America  in  September,  1880,locating  at  Toronto. 
His  first  act  was  to  found  the  Canada  Citizen,  a 
social  reform  paper  which  is  still  running.  After 
taking  charge  of  said  paper  for  about  two  years,  he 
sold  out  his  interest  in  same  and  accepted  a  call  to 
the  ministry.  After  being  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Listowel,  Ontario,  he 
published  a  book  called  "Land,  Labor  and  Liquor." 
Our  subject  remained  in  charge  of  that  church  un- 
til January  1888,  and  in  1890,  he  came  to  Canton, 
III,,  and  is  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  this  city.  He  is  editing  a  paper,  The 
Church  Bells. 

Rev.  Mr.  Burgess's  mother  died  in  Liverpool  at 
an  advanced  age,  the  father  having  died  many  years 
before  as  above  stated.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  The 
others  are,  Edward,  editor  of  a  paper  called  Day- 
light, a  radical  sheet  published  in  Norwich,  Eng- 
land; Amelia,  Lydia  and  Emma,  the  latter  of  whom 
is  deceased. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  married  in  Norwich  in  1865,  to 
Miss  Frances  A.  Miles,  a  native  of  that  town.     To 
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them  have  been  born;elght  children,  viz:  William 
Eclwarrt,  parliamentar}'  correspondent  of  the  Mon- 
treal Herald;  Emma,  Arthur,  Frank,  Roscoe, 
Qiieenie,  Lillie  and  Wilfred.  Our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Roj-al  Temple  of  Temperance,  and 
has  a'flne  medal  which.was  presented  to  him  on  his 
coming  to  the  States  from  Canada.  He  is  at  work 
on  a  new  book,  he'title^of  which  will  probably  be, 
"The  Wreck  of  Wealth."  He  is  an  indefatigable 
worker, "and  a  most  brilliant  orator. 


P_^  IRAM  PRESTON.  There  is  in  the  business 
W]i]  world  onl}'  one  kind  of  man  who  can  success- 
i^^^  fully  combat  the  many  disadvantages  and 
^)  trials  and  come  boldly  to  the  front,  and 
that  is  the  man  of  superior  intelligence  and  force 
of  character,  and  one  who  also  is  the  happy  pos- 
sessor of  that  energy  that  seems  somehow  to  he  the 
magic  wand  that  transforms  a  poor  beginning  into 
a  flattering  ending.  And  to  this  class  belongs  Hiram 
Preston,  a  man  who  by  strict  integrity,  shrewdness 
of  judgment  and  good  management  has  risen  to  the 
top  round  of  the  ladder  of  fortune. 

Mr.  Preston  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Me., 
January  23,  1817,  being  the  son  of  Peter  and  Mary 
(Winslow)  Preston,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  His 
parents  were  married  in  the  State  of  Maine.  The 
father  was  reared  on  a  farm  near  Martha's  Vine- 
yard, but  when  a  young  man  went  to  Maine  and 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Franklin 
County,  where  he  devoted  his  whole  time  and  at- 
tention to  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  after  he  had  reached  his  eighty- 
seventh  year.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  first  a  Whig  and  after- 
ward a  Democrat.  The  mother  died  in  the  same 
place  when  eighty-six  years  old  and  was  also  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  To 
their  union  were  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
reached  maturity,  viz.,  Sally,  Ezekial,  Mary  Ann, 
Lucinda,  Hiram,  Jane,  Percilla,  and  Hannah.  Only 
three  of  this  numlier  are  living  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Preston  attended  school  in  his  native 
county  during  the  winter  months   and   worked  on 


the  farm  in  the  summer.  The  schoolhouses  of 
those  times  were  exceedingly  rustic  in  appearance, 
but  turned  out  many  pupils  who  in  after  life  prof- 
ited b}'  the  rudiments  of  knowledge  planted  there 
and  became  famous.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he 
commenced  a  business  career  for  himself  and  at 
first  worked  out  for  others,  receiving  $10  each 
month  for  his  services,  and  continued  this  means 
of  livelihood  until  he  C"me  to  this  county.  He 
owned  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  was  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber,  and  in  the  fall  of  1839  he 
sold  this  property  in  Maine,  having  cleared  it,  and 
came  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  He  came  to  Chicago 
by  water,  rail  and  stage,  and  walked  from  that 
point  to  Brimfield,  Peoria  County.  He  settled  near 
Brimfleld,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  He  at  once  built  a  frame  house  and 
commenced  to  clear  up  his  property,  which  was  in 
a  very  wild  state.  The  following  year  he  sold  out 
and  came  to  Fulton  County,  and  bought  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Buckheart  Township  that  had  a  saw  and 
grist  mill  on  it.  He  lived  there  twelve  years  and 
made  a  great  success  both  of  the  farm  and  of  the 
mill,  but  after  selling  that  place  he  came  to  Liver- 
pool Township  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  11,  where  he  now  lives.  He  built  his  pres- 
ent handsome  frame  house  in  1864,  and  has  both 
farmed  and  raised  stock  on  an  extensive  scale. 
Lately  he  retired  from  labor  and  rents  most  of  his 
land. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  married  Miss  Tryphena 
Hathaway  in  1841.  She  was  a  native  of  Maine  and 
lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  old.  A  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  and  a  devout  Chris- 
tian, her  death  was  a  ver}'  peaceful  one,  she  pass- 
ing away  in  her  home  here  and  being  laid  to  rest 
in  a  private  burial  ground  in  this  township.  To 
our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  seven  children, 
viz:  Lydia,  Edwin,  Charles,  Winslow,  Frank  and 
Ostin. 

Mr.  Preston  was  again  married  in  1881  to  Han- 
nah Hathaway,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who  was  born 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1828.  Mrs.  Preston  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  is  a  prom- 
inent man  in  this  community  and  has  held  many 
public  offices  of  trust.  For  the  past  twenty  six 
years  he  has  been  School  Treasurer,  and  for  a  peiiod 
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of  twenty-two  years  had  charge  of  the  poslofflce  at 
Maple's  Mill,  an  office  which  iie  resigned  in  1880, 
and  besides  ;this  he  was  Town  Clerk  for  sixteen 
years,  facts  that  convey  some  idea  of  the  high  es- 
teem in  which  he  is  held  and  tell  something  of  the 
popularity  he  has  always  enjoyed.  In  political  be- 
lief he  is  a  Democrat. 

lilLLIAM  BREBNER  has  lived  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Farmington  for  the  past  thirty- 
"^n?  five  years,  and  is  one  of  the  most  active 
and  stirring  men  to  be  met  with  in  this  vicinity, 
lie  began  life  as  a  stonemason  and  has  progressed 
from  the  jiosition  of  a  wage-worker  to  that  of  a 
contractor  and  builder,  the  owner  of  a  good  prop- 
erty, and  has  finally  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. Mr.  Brebner  is  one  of  nine  children  born  to 
John  and  Ann  (Smith)  Brebner,  whose  home  was  in 
Scotland.  He  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  that 
has  come  to  America.  His  living  brothers  and  sis- 
ters bear  the  names  of  Ann,  Alexander,  Margaret, 
John,  Adam,  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  one  having  died 
in  early  life.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
six  and  the  father  lived  to  be  seventy-seven  years 
old.  They  were  in  comfortable  circumstancES,  the 
occupants  of  a  good  farm. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland, 
March  29,  1828,  and  although  brought  up  on  a 
farm,  received  excellent  educational  advantages. 
When  sixteen  years  old  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
stonecutter  and  after  serving  three  years  began 
work  as  a  journeyman  in  the  country  about  thirty 
miles  from  Aberdeen.  Having  heard  much  regard- 
ing the  gold  fields  of  California,  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  go  thither  and  seek  his  fortune.  In  the 
month  of  April,  1853,  he  sailed  from  Glasgow  on 
the  "Marchioness  of  Clydesdale,"  arriving  in  New 
York  after  a  voyage  of  thirty-five  days.  He  con- 
tinued his  journey  as  far  as  Canada,  where  he  had 
friends,  and  finding  wages  good  there  abandoned 
his  intention  of  visiting  California. 

Mr.  Brebner  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  Dominion 
until  the  1st  of  April,  1854,  when  he  came  into  the 
States  and  maile  his  wav  to  Peoria  where  not  a  rail- 


road had  yet  been  built.  Not  being  able  to  find 
work  to  suit  him  he  went  to  the  northern  part  of 
the  State  and  worked  at  Dixon,  Rockford  and  Ga- 
lena for  various  periods.  In  the  spring  of  1855, 
he  returned  to  the  central  part  of  the  State  and  lo- 
cating at  Farmington  became  a  contractor  of  ma- 
sonry. He  was  thus  engaged  until  early  in  .the 
'70s  wiien  he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture. 
He  owns  ninet}'  acres  of  land  in  Trivoli  Township, 
Peoria  Count}-,  which  he  has  successfully  operated. 

Mr.  Brebner  was  married  in  1857,  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Nelson  who  bore  him  three  children — William, 
John  and  Frank.  The  first-born  died  in  infanc}'. 
John  married  Tenny  Cole,  and  has  two  children — 
Caroline  and  James  F. ;  their  home  is  at  Liberty 
Center,  Iowa,  and  the  husband  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. Frank  resides  in  East  Portland,  Ore.  Our  sub- 
ject was  married  a  second  time,  March  1,  1865,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Susan  Potter.  This  union  has 
been  blest  Ijy  the  birth  of  three  children — Fannj' 
E.,  May  and  Walter  S.  Fann}'  E.  is  now  in  a  Chi- 
cago hospital,  pursuing  the  work  which  will  fit  her 
for  the  duties  of  a  professional  nurse.  She  has  al- 
ready demonstrated  her  sympathetic  nature  and 
aptitude  for  the  care  of  the  sick  and  suffering,  by 
work  done  at  the  time  of  the  Chats  worth  disaster. 
She  was  on  board  the  ill-fated  excursion  train,  and 
having  escaped  serious  injury,  spent  some  time  in 
care  of  those  who  were  less  fortunate  than  herself. 
Her  heroism  and  devotion  to  the  injured  ones  was 
noted  in  the  columns  of  the  newspapers  in  flattering 
terms.  The  second  child  of  the  present  Mrs.  Breb- 
ner died  young.  AValter  S.  is  now  learning  the  car- 
penter's trade  at  Galesburg. 

Mrs.  Susan  Brebner  is  the  youngest  child  born 
to  William  and  Rachel  (Wells)  Potter.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  an  Englishman  and  both  her 
parents  were  born  in  New  Jersej'.  They  came  to 
the  Prairie  State  in  1837,  and  settled  in  this  county 
six  miles  east  of  Canton  where  they  purchased  about 
ninety  acres  of  land.  Mrs.  Potter  died  when  her 
daughter  Susan  was  an  infant.  Mr.  Potter  subse- 
quently married  a  lady  from  New  York  City,  and 
in  1847,  purchased  a  farm  in  Trivoli  Township, 
Peoria  Count}',  three  miles  east  of  Farmington.  He 
died  there  in  May,  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.     He  had  served  in  the   War  of   1812.     The 
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brotbers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Brebner  are,  Hamilton, 
whose  home  is  in  Canton ;  Harriet,  wife  of  Calvin 
Breed  who  died  in  Canton ;  Alice,  wife  of  Jacob 
Silvernail  of  the  same  town;  Isaac,  who  died  un- 
married;  Hannah,  widow  of  Jacob  WilUison,  who 
lives  in  Toulon;  Phebe  A„  who  was  drowned  in  the 
Ohio  River  by  falling  overboard  from  a  boat; 
Jenny,  wife  of  Edward  Emmons  whose  home  is  in 
Rookford. 

Mrs.  Brebnor  is  a  native  of  tiiis  State.  She 
attended  the  public  schools,  completing  her 
education  at  Farmington.  She  keeps  herself  well  in- 
formed regarding  topics  of  general  interest,  faith- 
fully discharges  the  duties  which  lie  before  her,and 
wins  many  friends  by  her  good  qualities. 

Mr.  Brebner  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  having  taken  out  his  naturaliza- 
tion papers  soon  after  he  came  to  the  State.  He  is 
a  stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party,  under- 
stands well  the  political  issues  of  the  day  and  firmlj' 
believes  that  he  is  right  in  his  judgment  regarding 
Ihcm.  For  six  years  he  did  efficient  service  as  a 
school  officer,  and  on  onj  occasion  was  a  candidate 
for  Supervisor  of  Trivoli  Township,  but  was  beaten 
in  tlie  race  by  three  votes. 


"I^  ANDOLPH  HALL.  In  recalling  the  labors 
!lii*(  which  have  made  of  this  county  a  region 
~%  noted  for  its  agricultural  resources,  we 
^P  feel  a  glow  of  admiration  for  all  who  bore 
a  part  in  the  scenes  of  the  early  days,  and  take  great 
pleasure  in  noting  prominent  incidents  in  their 
lives.  One  of  the  earl3'  settlers  of  Farmers  Town- 
ship is  the  worthy  gentleman  above  named,  who 
has  abundantly  shown  his  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment by  the  accumulation  of  an  excellent  estate, 
well  supplied  with  the  improvements  which  make 
life  in  the  country  enjoyable,  and  add  to  the  value 
of  property.  He  possesses  the  hospitable  spirit  and 
cordial  manners  which  belong  to  all  natives  of  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  and  which  are  also  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  the  pioneers  in  any  sections  of 
the  country.  Honorable  in  his  dealings,  well-in- 
formed   regarding   topics  of  general   interest,  and 


able  to  relate  many  an  interesting  event  in  connec- 
tion with  the  e.arly  settlement  of  the  township,  his 
companionship  is  desirable  and  his  reputation  ex- 
cellent. 

The  birtU  of  Mr.  Hall  look  place  in  Washington 
County,  Ky.,  September  -1,  1823,  and  his  residence 
in  Illinois  began  when  lie  was  a  youth  of  (ifleen 
years.  At  that  period  in  his  life  lie  accompanied 
his  parents,  Joel  and  Mary  (Clark)  Hall,  to  Mc- 
Donough  County,  their  home  for  a  few  years  being 
in  the  vicinity  of  Macomb.  In  1843  they  removed 
to  Pennington's  Point.  Three  years  later  our  sub- 
ject was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alraeda  L. 
Woods,  a  capable'  and  efficient  woman  who  has 
nobly  borne  her  part  in  building  up  the  prosperity 
of  the  family  and  fitting,  its  younger  members  for 
usefulness  and  honor.  The  happy  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children. 

The  eldest  son,  Platte,  was  stricken  down  within 
a  few  days  of  his  majority,  and  the  bright  promise 
of  his  futui-e  swallowed  up  by  death.  The  older 
daughter,  Mary  Cornelia,  is  tlie  wife  of  Josiah 
Hammer,  of  McDonough  County :  she  has  one 
daughter,  Delia,  who  married  Frank  Harlan,  and 
also  has  one  child.  As  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Hall  is 
yet  living,  baby  Mabel  is  the  fifth  generation  of 
females  in  the  family  now  living.  Three  of  these 
were  born  in  McDonough  Count}',  Mrs.  Hall  in 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Woods  in  the  Empire 
State.  A  picture  representing  the  five — Mrs.  Cor- 
nelia Woods,  Mrs.  Ainieda  Hall,  Mrs.  Mary  Ham- 
mer, Mrs.  Delia  Harlan  and  little  Mabel — is  of 
great  interest,  not  only  to  the  family  but  to  all 
visitors  whom  tiiey  receive.  The  second  son  of  our 
subject  and  his  good  wife  is  Millard  DeWitt,  who 
with  his  wife,  son  and  daughter,  resides  in  Table 
Grove.  In  McDonough  County  lives  the  youngest 
son,  Leonard  Grow,  with  his  wife  and  one  cii.ild. 
The  second  daughter  and  fourth  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hall  is  Genevra,  wife  of  Frank  Ward,  of 
Table  Grove,  their  family  including  several  chil- 
dren. 

Our  subject  bought  the  first  improved  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  McDonough  County.  His  house 
was  built  by  himself,  he  hewing  the  logs  and  split- 
ting the  shingles,  which  were  of  black  walnut 
from  his  own  land,  forty  acres  of  which  was  timber. 
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The  house  was  16x22  feet  in  dimensions.  A  few 
years  after  it  was  constructed  Mr.  Hall  covered  it 
with  boards,  which  were  sawed  by  his  brother-in- 
law  in  a  portable  mill  on  the  place.  To  the  origi- 
nal eighty  acres  he  added  until  his  estate  amounted 
to  two  hundred  acres,  all  of  which  had  been  re- 
claimed by  himself  from  its  primitive  condition, 
except  about  thirty  acres  which  was  plowed  when 
he  purchased  it.  He  resided  upon  the  farm  until 
1882,  when  he  left  it  to  take  possession  of  a  com- 
fortable home  in  Table  Grove.  In  the  early  days 
Mr.  Hall  hauled  wheat  to  Beardstown,  about  twenty- 
five  miles  distant,  and  thought  himself  forlmiate 
when  he  could  get  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  nearly 
half  of  which  was  consumed  by  the  expenses  of  re- 
maining over  night.  The  first  hogs  driven  to  that 
place  sold  for  $2  per  hundred,  which  was  considered 
a  hio-h  price,  good  dressed  pork  having  previously 
been  disposed  of  in  Macomb  for  $1.25  per  hun- 
dred. 

The  early  settlers  generally  owed  all  they  raised 
to  the  neighboring  storekecper.their  sole  trouble  be- 
ing  to  turn  the  products  of  their  farms  over  to  their 
creditor,  the  1st  of  January  being  the  usual  time 
of  settlement.  By  a  special  arrangement  they 
sometimes  obtained  a  little  money  with  which  to 
pay  taxes.  All  grain  was  cut  with  a  cradle,  and  it 
was  o-enerally  tramped  out  with  horses.  Mrs.  Hall 
vividly  remembers  seeing  the  wheat  thrown  in  a 
pile,  and  horses  driven  around  it  until  the  thresh- 
ing was  completed.  The  first  chimneys  were  of 
sod  built  on  the  outside  of  the  log  houses,  and  all 
cooking  was  done  at  an  open  fire,  except  in  rare 
instances. 

Mr.  Hall  is  one  of  four  sons  and  seven  daughters 
born  to  his  parents,  all  of  whom  are  now  living  in 
this  section  of  the  State  in  convenient  visiting  dis- 
tance. He  is  the  only  Republican  in  his  father's 
family,  but  his  own  sons  and  sons-in-law  belong  to 
the  same  party  as  himself. 

Salem  Woods,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hall,  emigrated 
from  the  Keystone  Stale  to  jMcDonough  County  in 
1831,  prior  to  the  Black  Hawk  War,  in  which 
father  Hall  took  part.  Mr.  Woods  was  a  harness- 
maker  in  Erie,  Pa.,  and  having  traded  for  a  piece 
of  land  somewhere  in  the  West,  started  on  foot  to 
look  up  his  new  estate.     He  made  his  way  over  the 


mountains  and  through  the  wilderness  to  the  vicin- 
ity in  which  he  supposed  his  land  to  be,  but  was 
then  at  a  loss  to  locate  it.  He  heard  a  rooster  crow, 
and  going  whence  the  sound  came,  found  the  home 
of  Stewart  Pennington,  who  helped  him  to  locate 
the  land,  of  which  he  had  a  plat  and  description. 
He  then  returned  to  the  East  and  brought  his  wife 
and  family-,  the  journey  being  made  in  a  wagon. 
The  boards  from  the  roof  of  his  wagon  were  used 
as  a  door  to  the  first  house  he  built  on  his  farm. 
This  home  was  of  logs,  notched  and  fastened  to  the 
sleepers  with  wooden  pins,  no  nails  being  used  in 
its  construction.  The  floor  was  of  split  logs.  Mr. 
Woods  had  the  first  cook  stove  in  the  county,  it 
being  shipped  from  the  East  to  Chicago,  whither  it 
was  brought  in  a  wagon  by  the  owner  and  Harvey 
Harris.  An  old  fashioned  chest  with  a  lid,  which 
was  made  to  ship  goods  in,  is  still  preserved  in  the 
family. 

Mrs.  Hall  is  the  onl}-  daughter  of  her  parents, 
but  they  have  likewise  four  sons.  One  of  these, 
Edward,  was  born  in  this  State,  and  still  lives  on 
the  farm  on  which  he  first  saw  the  light.  Mr. 
AVoods  was  an  Abolitionist  of  the  deepest  dye,  and 
he  and. his  children  naturally  became  Republicans. 
They  are  of  the  Universalist  faith. 


i^^HOMAS  DEEMS,  a  native-born  citizen  of 
flf^^  this  county,  is  now  one  of  its  foremost  busi- 
V^^  ness  men,  he  being  one  of  the  leading  gro- 
cers of  Lewistown,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Deems 
&  Slack.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Lewistown 
Township,  July  21,  1841,  and  come  of  a  respected 
pioneer  familj'  of  this  section  of  the  Slate. 

John  Deems,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  born  on  a  farm 
five  miles  north  of  Brownsville,  November  18, 
1809.  He  was  a  son  of  Adam  Deems,  who  is  su|)- 
posed  to  have  been  a  native  of  the  same  localit3'. 
The  father  of  the  Litter,  Martin  Deems,  is  thought 
to  have  been  born  in  Germany,  and  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Washington  County.  He 
secured  a  title  to  quite  a  tract  of  land,  the  bounda- 
ries being  defined  by  blazed   trees.     He   made  liis 
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home  there  until  death  closed  his  mortal  career. 
He  reared  a  family  of  si.x  sons  and  two  daughters. 
His  son  Adam  grew  to'man's  estate  on  the  old 
homestead  in  his  native  county  atnid  its  primitive 
pioneer  scenes.  There  were  no  railwajs  there  for 
many  years  aftor  his  birth.  Many  of  the  farmers 
were  distillers  and  used  to  ship  their  liquor  and 
produce  on  flatboats  to  New  Orleans,  and  theie 
disposed  of  tlie  boat  and  its  contents  and  walked 
back  to  their  homes,  many  weeks  being  consumed 
in  the  journey.  All  communication  with  the  East 
was  by  teams.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  al- 
ways lived  in  the  place  of  his  birth  and  engaged 
in  farming  there  until  his  demise.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  RoUand,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  county^  as  himself.  Her  parents,  Henry 
and  Mary  RoUand,  were  pioneers  of  that  section  of 
the  country,  making  their  removal  thither  from 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  with  pack-horses.  The  grand- 
mother of  our  subject  survived  her  husband  many 
years  and  died  in  Fulton  County,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three. 

John  Deems  was  nineteen  years  old  when  he 
left  his  native  county  to  join  his  brother  Thomas 
in  ]Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  where  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years  to  learn  the  trade  of 
a  blacksmith.  After  he  had  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  calling  he  worked  for  his  brother 
three  years,  and  then  formed  a  partnership  with  him 
which  continued  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  went  to  Sidney.  Shelby  County,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  place  and  es- 
tablished himself  there  as  a  blacksmith  on  his  own 
account.  All  the  iron,  which  was  procured  at  Pitts- 
burg, was  brought  to  that  place  by  the  wa}'  of  the 
Ohio  River  and  Cincinnati,  and  thence  by  canal  to 
Pickaway,  twelve  miles  distant.  Mr.  Deems  wrought 
all  the  horse  shoes  and  the  nails  that  he  used,and  the 
charcoal  that  he  burned  in  his  furnace  was  also  of 
his  own  manufacture.  He  continued  in  business 
there  until  the  fall  of  1840. 

In  1839  the  father  visited  Fulton  County  on 
horseback  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  timber  land,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east 
of  the  village  of  Lewistown.  After  making  his 
purchase  he  sold  his  horse  and  returned  by  stage 
to  his  home  in  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1840  he  started. 


with  his  wife  and  three  children,  with  two  horses 
and  a  wagon  for  their  future  dwelling-place  in  the 
Prairie  State.  They  spent  the  first  winter  in  Lewis- 
town,  and  during  that  time  he  built  a  house  on 
his  land  and  at  once  began  the  improvement  of 
the  latter.  For  some  years  Liverpool,  a  point  on 
the  Illinois  River,  was  the  most  flourishing  town  of 
the  county,  and  was  the  market  for  all  the  grain 
raised.  Mr.  Deems  improved  the  greater  part  of 
his  land,  bought  eighty  acres  adjoining  and  re 
sided  there  until  1884,  and  then  moved  to  town  to 
his  present  home,  where  he  now  lives  in  honorable 
retirement. 

Mr.  Deems  was  married  in  October,  1841,  to 
Phcebe  Brown.  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  Au- 
gust, 1809,  and  was  but  an  infant  when  her  parents 
removed  to  the  primeval  wilds  of  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  where  she  was  reared.  She  died 
January  1,  1887,  at  a  venerable  age.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  whose  names  are  Amanda, 
Joseph,  Eliza,  Thomas,  Lorena.  Mary,  George, 
and  Cornelia.  Joseph  served  in  the  late  war  in 
Company  A,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  three 
years  and  was  twic^e  severely  wounded.  He  now 
lives  in  Lewistown. 

The  gentleman  whose  life  is  recorded  in  these 
lines  received  the  preliminaries  of  his  education  in 
the  pioneer  schools  of  this  his  native  county.  The 
first  one  that  he  attended  was  taught  in  a  log 
scboolhouse,  and  the  seats  were  rude  benches 
made  of  slabs  with  wooden  pins  for  legs.  There 
were  no  desks,  but  holes  were  bored  in  the  logs, 
wooden  pins  were  inserted  and  boards  laid  on  top 
of  them,  extending  the  length  of  each  side  of  the 
house,  which  were  used  by  the  larger  scholars  on 
which  to  write.  Our  subject's  education  was  further 
extended  by  the  excellent  course  of  study  that  he 
pursued  in  Fulton  Seminary  in  1860  and  1861, 
and  in  1865  he  was  a  student  at  Hedding  College, 
at  Abingdon. 

Mr.  Deems  took  part  in  the  great  war  that  was 
waged  between  the  North  and  the  South  in  the 
opening  years  of  his  manhood,  and  is  a  fine  repre- 
sentative of  those  noble  citizen-soldiers  who  sacri- 
ficed much  and  risked  their  all  in  their  devotion 
to  their  country.  August  8,  1862,  he  threw  aside 
all  personal  aims    and   ambitions  and  enlisted   in 
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Company  H,  One  Hundrefl  antl  Thirfl  Illinois  In- 
fantry, was  mustered  into  service  at  Peoria  Octo- 
ber 2,  and  in  November  of  that  year  went  with  the 
regiment  to  Tennessee,  where  he  and  his  comrades 
were  quartered  for  the  winter.  From  there  they 
were  sent  to  Yicksburg.  Miss.,  and  guarded  the 
rear  of  the  Federal  army,preventing  Johnston  from 
reinforcing  the  rebels  during  the  memorable  siege 
of  that  city.  After  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  our  sub- 
ject's regiment  went  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  en- 
gaged in  battle  witli  Johnston's  troops  at  that 
place;  went  thence  to  Black  River,  where  the  sol- 
diers rested  until  the  fall,  when  they  marched  to 
Chattanooga  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge,where  Mr.  Deems  was  transferred  to  Com- 
pany H,  Twenty-third  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps.  He  was  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  they 
being  on  detached  duty,  and  remained  until  he  was 
mustered  out,  June  26,  I860. 

At  the  close  of  his  service  our  subject  came 
back  to  Lewistown  and  quietly  resumed  his  studies 
at  Iledding  College,  remaining  in  that  institution 
during  the  fall  and  winter  terms.  In  the  spring 
of  1866  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Lewistown,  and  was  thus  employed  until 
1869,  when  on  account  of  ill-health  he  was  obliged 
to  relinquish  it.  The  ensuing  two  years  he  re- 
mained on  his  father's  farm  and  spent  one  year  in 
Kansas.  Returning  to  Lewistown,  he  became  a 
clerk  for  Ross  &  Hinds,  remaining  with  them  one 
year,  and  then  acting  in  the  same  capacity  for 
Phelps  &  Proctor  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  tiiat  time  he  once  more  resumed 
business  on  his  own  account  and  has  continued  it 
with  marked  success.  In  1886  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  his  present  partner,  J.  S.  Slack,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Deems  &  Slack.  They  have  here  a 
commodious,  finely-appointed  store,  and  earrj'  a 
full  line  of  groceries,  china,  glass,  woodenware, 
etc.,  and  deal  to  some  extent  in  fruits  and  produce, 
besides  having  a  bakery  in  connection  with  their 
grocery.  By  strict  attention  to  their  business  in 
all  its  details,  by  promptness  and  method,  and  by 
courteous  treatment  and  fair  dealings  with  their 
customers,  the3'  have  built  up  a  large  trade  and 
are  well  patronized  by  the  best  people  of  the  cit}'. 

Mr.  and   Mrs.  Deems  have  here  a  very  charm- 


ing home,  and  of  their  hap])y  wedded  life  have 
come  two  children — Jessie  and  Mar^'.  Mrs.  Deems' 
maiden  name  was  Laura  Benton,  and  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  was  contracted  in  Septem- 
ber, 1880.  She  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in 
Bernadotte  Township,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Harsha 
J.  and  Marian  (Lee)  Benton,  natives  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  and  Springfield,  111.,  respectively,  and 
pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Deems  thoroughly  identifies  himself  with 
whatever  will  best  promote  the  highest  iiiterests  of 
this,  his  native  county,  his  liberality'  helping  for- 
ward many  schemes  for  its  improvement,  and  he 
is  numbered  among  its  most  loyal  citizens.  His 
record  as  a  soldier  is  kept  in  remembrance  by  his 
connection  with  Thomas  Lay  ton  Post,  No.  121, 
G.  A.  R..  He  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  member  of  Fulton  Lodge, 
No.  51.     In  politics  he  is  a  decided  Republican. 

i^=*HOMAS  COOK  h.is  lived  in  Fultou  County 
;/^^,  since  1858  and  during  that  time  lias  ae- 
'^^y  quired  a  solid  reputation  as  a  straightfor- 
ward, honorable  man,and  as  a  thrifty, hard  working, 
capable  farmer.  Since  1874  he  has  been  a  factor 
in  the  agricultural  life  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  has  managed  his  well-equipped  farm  on  sections 
20  and  22,  with  skill  and  profit  since  it  came  into 
his  possession  at  that  time. 

He  is  a  native  of  Kilmena Parish,  County  Mayo, 
Ireland,  where  he  was  born  in  1823.  His  parents 
were  also  natives  of  that  place  and  he  resided  with 
them  until  1849.  In  that  3'ear  he  married  Bridget, 
daughter  of  Hubert  and  Nancy  (Moran)  Golden, 
wh(j  was  born  in  the  same  year  and  the  same  place 
as  himself. 

Our  subject  soon  left  his  young  bride  in  their 
native  village,  that  he  might  cross  the  waters  and 
make  a  more  comfortable  home  for  her  in  Amer- 
ica. After  landing  on  these  shores  he  made  his 
way  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,whence  he  went  a  short  time 
afterwards  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  remained 
about  five  years  engaged  in  stcamboating.  When* 
he  had  been  there  two  years  and  was  comfortably 
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fixed  his  wifp  joined  him,  anil  in  1858,they  came  to 
this  county  and  located  in  Lewistown,  which  was 
then  a  very  small  place.  While  there  Mr.  Cook 
engaged  in  various  kinds  of  business  and  finally 
bouglit,  in  the  year  1874,  one  hundred  and  four 
acres  of  land  on  sections  20  and  22,  Bcrnadotte 
Township,  vvhere  he  now  resides.  He  has  seventj-- 
live  acres  of  his  land  under  line  cultivation,  has  a 
good  house,  iiarn  and  otiier  necessary  buildings 
that  go  to  make  up  a  good  and  well-improved 
fMrm.  He  has  a  self-binder,  a  mower, and  all  other 
modern  machinery  that  is  in  use  on  a  first-class 
farm.  His  farm  is  well-stocke;l  with  cattle,  horses 
and  hogs  of  standard  grades. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  have  had  six  children  born  to 
Ihe-n  of  whom  three  died  young  and  three  are  liv- 
ing— Thomas.  Mary  and  Bridget.  Mr.  Cook  has 
worked  hard  in  the  accumulation  of  his  property 
and  has  received  valuable  aid  from  his  wife  who  is 
a  cheerful,  capable  and  willing  helpmate.  He  is  of  a 
peaceable,  kind  and  obliging  disposition  and  has 
never  had  a  law  suit  in  his  life  or  was  he  ever  on 
a  jury.  He  has  always  attended  strictly  to  his  own 
aff.'urs,  letting  other  people's  business  alone  and  al- 
ways gets  along  well  with  his  neighbors.  He  be- 
grudges happiness  to  no  one,  is  no  man's  enemy 
and  has  no  enemies  of  his  own,  but  on  the  contrary 
lias  many  friends.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat;  in 
religion  a  Catholic. 


"^1= 
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,f/_^  ENRY  CONE.  To  show  the  mettle  of  the 
If  j\i  man  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  the  marts 
:4>^  of  a  crowded  city,  take  a  place  among  the 
{(£);  dwellers  on  the  tented  field,  or  journey  far 
from  home  and  friends  in  order  to  make  wonderful 
discoveries.  Opportunities  are  not  lacking  even 
amid  the  peaceful  surroundings  of  pastoral  life,  to 
teach  high  living,  high  thinking,  and  show  ener- 
getic action  for  individual  and  public  good.  The 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  one  who  has 
prospered  by  steadi'  industry,  and  by  ever  keeping 
in  view  the  great  principle  of  doing  to  others  as  he 
would  be  done  b}-.  He  has  found  abundant  oppor- 
tunities  during  the  course  of  his  long  life,  to  pro- 


mote the  welfare  of  his  fellow-men  by  assisting  in 
their  worthy  undertsikings  and  by  suggesting  or  in- 
stituting movements  which  tend  to  mental  or  moral 
culture. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  eldest 
of  six  brothers,  whose  father,  Joseph  Cone,  was  the 
founder  of  Farraington.  naming  it  in  honor  of  a 
Connecticut  town  in  which  he  was  reared.  Their 
mother,  Elizabeth  Candee,  was,  like  her  husband,  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  The  parental  liistory  is 
noted  nt  some  length  in  the  biographical  sketch  of 
Spencer  Cone,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  which  is 
included  in  this  volume.  A  sketch  of  another 
brother,  George  W.  Cone,  a  farmer  near  Farming- 
ington.  will  also  be  found  in  this  volume.  Besides 
these  the  fraternal  band  included  Joseph,  David  C. 
and  Charles.  Joseph,  a  farmer,  now  lives  at  Ash- 
land, Neb.;  his  wife,  formerly  Mary  Ann  Miles, 
died  in  1888.  David  married  Harriet  Cutler  and 
had  four  children — Eddie,  George,  Joseph  and 
Hattie;  his  homo  was  in  Kansas  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1885.  Charles  is  a  gold  miner  at  Shasta, 
Cal. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Oxford,  Conn.,  September  17,  1809.  While 
he  was  still  an  infant  his  parents  removed  to  Har- 
winton,  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  where 
day  after  day  he  followed  the  old  wooden  mould- 
board  plow  on  his  father's  large  estate  of  three 
hundred  acres.  Among  the  stones  of  the  Connecticut 
hillsides  the  barefooted  lad  learned  the  lessons  of 
industry,  perseverance  and  self- reliance, which  fitted 
him  for  life  upon  the  frontier  to  which  he  accom- 
panied the  other  members  of  the  parental  family  in 
the  spring  of  1834.  The  previous  year,  in  com- 
pany with  his  father  and  his  brother  Joseph,  he 
had  visited  the  Prairie  State,  prospecting,  a  site  in 
Fullon  County  being  determined  upon. 

Our  subject  courted  and  married  Miss  Sophia 
D.  Hoadley,  the  wedding  ceremony  taking  place 
March  19,  1834,  and  the  young  couple  coming 
Westward  as  soon  as  they  could  pack  their  house- 
hold effects  for  the  journey.  The  Erie  Canal,  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Ohio  Canal  were  traversed  to  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio,  where  the  party  took  boats  for  St. 
Louis  and  Peoria.  There  they  hired  teams  to  bring 
them   to  what  was  known  as  the  IMeieliant  .Settle- 
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ment,  which  they  reached  in  June.  Mr.  Cone  says 
"A  more  fertile  tract  or  one  supporting  a  more 
luxuiiant  vegetation,  no  man's  eyes  ever  viewed." 
The  father  of  our  subject  had  paid  1300  apiece  for 
three  squatter's  claims,  upon  which  log  cabins  had 
been  built,  and  in  these  rude  edifices  the  various 
members  of  the  family  were  housed  upon  reaching 
their  destination.  Our  subject  at  once  set  about 
breaking,  fencing,  and  otherwise  preparing  the  land 
for  crops,  swinging  a  maul  from  morning  until 
night,  like  many  another  Illinois  rail-splitter.  Many 
hardships  were  endured  by  the  new  settlers,  but 
Mr.  Cone  says  "I  liked  this  country,  for  I  w.is  glad 
and  contented." 

The  first  great  sorrow  of  Mr.  Cone's  life  was  the 
death  of  his  first-born,  Elizabeth  C,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years.  A  still  greater  blow  befell 
him  in  September  1846,  when  his  companion  crossed 
to  the  other  shore.  She  left  four  children— Sophia, 
H.  Jennie  H.,  Nellie  M.  and  Luther  Hoadley.  The 
eldest  of  these  married  William  Field,  of  Boston,  at 
one  time  a  dry-goods  merchant  in  Farmington  and 
now  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  the 
S3cond  daughter  married  Silas  Hays,  of  Blooming- 
ton,  III.,  and  they  also  are  now  living  in  the  Golden 
State;  Nellie  M.  married  Daniel  James,  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  their  home  now  being  on  a  farm  near 
Grinnell;  Luther  II.  remains  at  Farmington,  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  residents. 

Mr.  Cone  was  married  a  second  time,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1847,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mary  Eggleston,  a 
native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  of 
whom  the  first-born,  a  son,  Henry,  died  when  three 
years  old.  Merritt  H.,  a  farmer  near  Farmington, 
married  Miss  Mary  Jack  and  has  three  children; 
Maggie  E.  married  Morrison  M.  Alsbury,  formerly 
of  Springfield,  their  home  now  being  in  Boston, 
where  both  are  acquiring  fame  in  the  musical 
world,  the  one  as  a  violinist  and  the  other  as  a 
vocal  teacher. 

Mr.  Cone  has  always  been  a  farmer  ancj  hiis 
raised  thousands  of  bushels  of  wheat,  corn  and 
other  cereals,  as  well  as  hundreds  of  dollars  worth 
of  cattle,  hogs  and  horses.  Although  now  eighty- 
one  years  old,  he  is  hale  and  hearty,  in  full  posses- 
sion of  all  his  f.iculties,  and  as  interested   in  the 


work  going  on  about  him  as  when  he  was  looking 
forward  in  early  youth.  He  attributes  his  remark- 
able health  and  mental  preservation  to  the  fact  that 
he  has  always  been  a  temperate  man  and  of  regular 
habits.  His  description  of  early  pioneer  experien- 
ces is  given  with  historical  accuracy  and  a  fascina- 
tion equal  to  that  of  a  romance.  His  wealth  is  the 
product  of  industry  and  economy,  as  he  has  never 
engaged  in  speculations  of  any  kind.  He  is  known 
as  one  of  the  most  responsible  men  and  most 
prompt  to  meet  his  obligations,  of  the  State.  He 
and  his  son  Luther  own  in  common  an  estate  of 
aliout  three  hundred  acres  adjoining  Farmington 
on  the  northe.nst,  which  is  well  improved,  with 
three  residences,  one  the  old  Joseph  Cone  home, 
which  is  now  occupiedby  our  subject.  Besides  his 
interest  in  this  estate  Mr.  Cone  owns  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  in  Thaj'er  County.  Neb. 

Mr.  Cone  took  a  very  active  part  with  his  father 
in  bringing  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  through  to  Farmington.  They  subscribed 
$3,000  in  stock,  which  practically  amounted  to  a 
donation,  and  a  few  years  later  subscribed  liberall}' 
to  the  Elmwood  branch  of  the  same  road.  Our 
subject  got  out  timber  from  his  own  woods,  hewed 
it,  and  built  nearly  all  the  bridges  between  Farm- 
ington and  Elmwood.  All  this  work  and  donation 
proved  a  loss,  as  the  road,  although  graded,  was 
never  completed.  Mr.  Cone  has  always  done  all  he 
could  toward  supporting  the  religious  and  educa- 
tional institutions  of  this  country.  He  has  served 
as  School  Director  and  prides  himself  upon  the  fact 
that  Farmington  has  an  excellent  High  School.  He 
is  of  a  rather  quiet,  retiring  nature,  never  craving 
office  or  putting  himself  forward  in  public  affairs. 
Recognizing  his  impartiality,  his  fellow-citizens 
while  he  was  living  in  Knox  County  were  pleased 
to  elect  him  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  position 
he  held  four  years. 

The  virgin  vote  of  Mr.  Cone  was  given  to  Gen. 
Jackson.  He  supported  the  Whig  party  and  their 
leaders,  William  Henry  Harrison  and  Henry  Clay, 
for  the  latter  of  whom  he  twice  deposited  his  bal- 
lot. When  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he 
identified  himself  with  it,  voting  for  Gen.  Fremont 
and  afterward  helping  to  elect  Lincoln  in  1860-64. 
He  has  supported  Grant,  Hayes,  Garfield,  Blaine, 
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and  Harrison  with  all  the  ardor  of  a  firm  Repub- 
lican. He  has  borne  a  large  part  of  the  expense 
connected  with  the  building  and  support  of  the 
Congregational  Ohurch  in  Farmington.  Taking  a 
retrospective  view  of  his  life  he  recalls  mistakes,  as 
who  can  not.'  but  rejoices  in  the  fact  that  his  aim 
has  been  the  '  prize  of  the  high  calling"  and  that 
he  has  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  the  Lord. 
That  his  declining  3'ears  may  be  like  the  golden 
rays  of  the  setting  sun,  bright  with  promise,  and 
like  the  autumn  filled  with  sheaves,  is  tlie  wish  of 
his  man}'  sincere  friends,  who  will  be  pleased  to 
notice  his  portrait  on  another  page. 


^^  AMLTEL  FACKLER  comes  of  sterling  pio- 
^^^  neer  stock,  his  parents,  Franklin  and  Caro- 
^Ti/jV  line  (Deary)  Fackler,  having  been  early 
^'^^^  settlers  of  this  county  and  his  father  a  pio- 
neer blacksmith  of  Astoria,  the  birthplace  and 
present  residence  of  our  subject.  The  latter  is  now 
numbered  among  the  enterprising,  progressive,  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  his  native  county,  and  is 
no  unimportant  factor  in  advancing  its  material 
interests.  He  has  a  large,  well-appointed  hardware 
store  in  Astoria,  and  commands  an  extensive  trade 
not  only  in  the  village  but  among  the  (;itizens  of 
the  outlying  country. 

Mr.  Fackler  was  born  in  this  town,  December  3, 
1842.  He  is  a  son  of  tlie  late  well-known  Franklin 
Fackler,  who  was  born  lu  Augusta  County,  Va., 
December  3,  1807.  His  father,  Samuel  Fackler, 
was,  it  is  thought,  born  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
a  tanner  by  trade,  and  carried  on  that  business  in 
Stanton,  Augusta  County,  Va.,  where  he  spent  his 
last  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  went  to  live  with  an 
uncle  in  Loudoun  County  when  he  was  a  boy  and 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  He  subse- 
quently returned  to  Augusta  County,  and  there 
took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  followed  his  trade 
there  until  1835.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  with  his 
wife  and  one  child,  he  started  with  a  pair  of  horses 
and  a  wagon  for  the  wilds  of  the  Prairie  State, 
taking  cooking    utensils    along   and   cooking    and 


camping  by  the  way  at  noon  and  night.  The  little 
party  finally  arrived  at  its  destination  in  Fulton 
County  after  thirty  days'  traveling.  Mr.  Fackler 
first  located  near  the  present  site  of  Table  Grove. 
The  country  around  was  very  thinly  inhabited,  and 
where  Vermont  now  stands,  a  thriving  and  flour- 
ishing village,  there  was  but  one  house.  Mr.  Fack- 
ler built  a  log  cabin,  in  which  his  family  found 
shelter  the  ensuing  winter,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1836  removed  from  there  to  the  village  of  Wash- 
ington, which  was  the  first  name  given  to  Astoria. 
There  were  at  that  time  only  two  log  houses  and 
one  store  where  now  a  busy  and  prosperous  town  is 
located.  The  father  of  our  subject  erected  a  black- 
smith shop  in  the  village,  which  was  the  first  one 
built  there,  and  he  actively  engaged  at  his  calling 
there  until  the  new  village  was  laid  out  half  a  mile 
distant  and  named  Astoria.  He  then  removed  his 
business  to  the  new  village  and  was  the  first  black- 
smith in  that  place.  He  bought  property  and  built 
a  substantial  dwelling  and  sliop,  and  continued  to 
carry  on  his  trade,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
when  he  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Sumraum, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  15,  1887. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Shenan- 
doah County,  Va.  Her  father,  John  Deary,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  left  an  orphan  at 
an  early  age,  and  after  he.  had  attained  manhood  he 
went  to  Augusta  County,  Va.,  and  there  married. 
He  was  a  shoemaker  and  followed  his  trade  in  Vir- 
ginia until  1835.  In  that  year  he  became  a  pioneer 
of  Fulton  County,  buying  a  tract  of  Government 
land  near  Table  Grove.  It  consisted  of  wild  prai- 
rie and  there  was  a  double  log  house  on  the 
place  when  he  purchased  it,  in  which  he  lived  with 
his  family  five  years.  His  wife  dying,  he  then  re- 
moved from  there  to  Astoria  and  bought  a  home  in 
which  he  lived  retired  until  his  death.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Jane  McMullen.  She  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
lived  witii  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  and  was 
early  taught  to  spin  and  weave.  In  the  first  years 
of  her  married  life  she  cooked  by  the  fireplace  and 
clad  her  children  in  homespun  garments  of  her  own 
manufacture.  This  venerable  lady  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Nelson.  She  has 
witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of  this  part 
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of  Illinois  from  a  wilderness  to  a  well  settled  and 
wealthy  county.  The  early  part  of  her  life  was 
passed  amid  pioneer  scenes  and  she  did  not  see  a 
railroad  iiniil  she  was  nearly  fifty  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Faekler  reared  the  following  six  children  to 
useful  lives:  James  F.,  who  resides  in  Astoria;  J. 
Thomas,  of  Astoria;  J.  A. ;  ^Irs.  Nelson,  of  Astoria; 
Samuel,  our  subject;  Lizzie,  Mrs.  Anderson,  who 
lives  in  Henry  County,  Iowa;  and  Fauuie,  Mrs. 
Jones,  who  resides  in  Astoria.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Facli- 
ler  were  greatly  respected  b}'  the  people  among 
whom  thej'  lived  for  so  manj'  years.  They  were 
true  Christians,  and  both  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churcli  in  llieir  3'ounger  days,  though 
ihe  mother  had  been  reared  to  the  Lutheran  faith. 

Samuel  Faekler,  of  whom  we  write,  gleaned  his 
eaily  education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Astoria, 
and  whan  large  enough  commenced  to  help  his  fa- 
ther in  the  shop.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered 
upon  his  mercantile  career,  engaging  as  a  clerk  in 
the  general  store  of  W.  H.  Scripps.  He  continued 
in  that  capacit3'  twenty  years  and  in  1883  resigned 
in  order  to  engage  in  the  hardware  business.  He 
has  since  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  it,  and  has 
Muilt  up  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  profitable 
trades  in  this  line  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He 
has  a  liandsome.  commodious,  and  convenient!}-  ar- 
ranged store,  and  carries  a  full  stock  of  hardware, 
stoves,  tins,  etc. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Faekler  with  Miss  Belle 
Price,  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Price,  was  solemnized  in  1868. 
Five  children  were  born  of  that  union — George, 
Lillie,  Nellie,  Grace,  and  Bessie.  In  the  month  of 
April,  1884,  the  pleasant  home  of  our  subject  was 
invaded  by  death  and  the  loving  wife  and  devoted 
mother  was  taken  from  the  place  in  the  household 
ih;it  she  had  so  nobly  filled.  She  was  a  true,  wo- 
manly woman,  possessing  a  fine  disposition  and 
ollivr  pleasant  qualities  that  endeared  her  to  many 
beyond  the  home  circle.  She  joined  the  Methodist 
E[)iscopal  Church  before  her  marriage,  and  was  al- 
ways a  consistent  member  thereof. 

Mr.  F.ackler  is  a  sagacious,  practical  man  of 
business,  possessing  the  necessary  foresight,  finan- 
cial ability  and  tenacity  of  purpose,  requisite  to 
success  in  any  walk,  and   his  affairs   are  managed 


with  scrupulous  honesty  and  with  a  conscientious 
regard  for  the  rights  of  others.  His  honorable 
course  in  business,  his  frank  and  courteous  bearing, 
his  warm-hearted  nature  that  makes  his  friendship 
so  desirable,  have  won  him  the  confidence  of  the 
entire  community  and  have  given  him  a  high  place 
in  the  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  .associates,  either 
in  a  business  or  social  way.  In  him  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  he  joined  before  marriage, 
finds  one  of  its  most  earnest  and  valued  members, 
who  is  prominent  in  its  affairs  and  who  carries  his 
religion  into  his  every  day  life.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  has  taken  an  important  part  in  the 
local  Government,  has  served  one  year  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Town  Council,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  He  is  identified  with  Astoria  Camp 
of  M.  W.  A.,  and  Astoria  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. 


^f  LBERTK.  TATE,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
^^1     the  Astoria  Argus,  is  a  wide-awake  young 

11  It  journalist  and  is  successfully  conducting 
^  an  excellent  family  iiewpapei-.     He  is  also 

an  enterprising  man  of  business,  dealing  in  real  es- 
tate and  representing  five  different  insurance  com- 
panies. 

Mr.  Tate  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Ma- 
comb, McDonough  Count3%  February  28,  1861. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  well  known  Richard  Tate,  who 
was  born  in  what  is  now  Carter  County,  Ky.,  July 
5,  1831.  His  father,  David  Tate,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county  and  a  son  of  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Kentucky,  who  early  located  in  Green  County, 
and  there  spent  ids  last  years.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  reared  and  married  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity,  taking  for  his  wife  Miss 
Nancy  Wilson.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner 
and  engaged  in  that  in  connection  with  farming 
during  his  residence  in  Green  County.  In  1845, 
he  came  from  Kentucky  to  Illinois,  bringing  with 
him  his  wife  and  six  children.  He  stopped  a  short 
time  in  Henderson  County,  and  then  located  in 
McDonough  County,  buying  a  tract  of  land  about 
two  miles  south  of  Macomb.  That  town  was  then 
but  a    hamlet  and  the  surrounding   country    was 
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thinly  inhabited.  Mr.  Tate  lived  on  his  farm  in 
tliat  vicinity  several  years,  and  then  bought  prop- 
erty in  the  village  of  Macomb,  and  resided  there 
until  1871.  In  that  year  he  sold  his  property  lliere 
and  moved  to  Arkansas.  He  lived  a  short  time  in 
Ilico,  and  there  shortly  after  his  arrival  his  wife 
died  at  the  age.  of  sixty-eight  years.  Mr.  Tate 
subsequently  removed  to  Washington  County,  and 
still  resides  on  the  farm  he  then  purchased,  he  be- 
ing now  quite  an  old  man. 

Richard  Tate  was  fourteen  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  Illinois.  He  was  bred  to  a 
farmer's  life  on  the  old  homestead,  and  continued 
to  live  with  his  father  and  motlier  until  he  estab- 
lished a  home  of  his  own.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
a  tanner  and  brick  moulder,  and  after  he  assumed 
tiie  cares  of  married  life  he  settled  in  Macomb  and 
was  occupied  at  his  trades  some  years.  He  finally  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  Company  in  the  contractor's  de- 
partment, and  has  remained  with  that  company  most 
of  the  time  since.  He  married  Emeline  Hall,  who 
w.as  horn  in  Maxwell,  Washington  Count}',  Ky., 
October  17,  1837,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Mary  (Clark)  Hall.  Two  children  have  blessed  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tate,  Eflie  and  our  sub- 
ject.    Tlieir  daughter  resides  with  them. 

Tiie  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written 
was  reared  in  Macomb,  and  received  excellent  ed- 
ucational advantages  in  its  public  schools.  When 
he  was  fourteen  years  old  he  commenced  to  work 
on  a  farm  at  $15  per  month.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed for  a  few  months  in  the  fall  and  then 
clerked  in  a  fruit  store  a  few  weeks.  August  10, 
1875,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Macomb  Eagle 
and  for  four  years  thereafter,  served  an  appren- 
ticeship to  learn  the  printer's  trade.  After  that 
he  went  to  Chicago  and  was  eniplo3'ed  in  the  ofHce 
of  the  Times  four  months  and  then  worked  on  the 
Prairie  Farmer  a  few  months  and  subsequently  was 
engaged  in  a  job  office  on  Dearborn  Street.  He  re- 
mained in  Chicago  about  a  year  and  we  next  hear 
of  him  in  a  printing  office  in  Warsaw,  where  he  was 
employed  six  months.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  Macomb  and  studied  dentistry 
awhile.  He  abandoned  that,  however,  and  lesuraed 
the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  daily  Republi- 


can-Reqisler  at  Galesburg.  From  there  he  went  to 
Bushnell  and  worked  in  the  office  of  the  Gleaner. 
On  account  of  ill  health  he  gave  up  office  work  for 
awhile  and  went  to  Iowa,  whither  he  was  sent  by 
the  Union  Publishing  Company,  of  Springfield,  to 
assist  in  compiling  county  histories.  A  3'ear  later 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  State  Journal, 
and  six  months  after  that  went  back  to  Macomb  as 
foreman  in  the  office  of  the  Macomb  Eagle. 

He  retained  that  position  one  year,  and  then 
bought  the  Astoria  Argus,  and  has  edited  and 
published  this  paper  ever  since.  His  experience 
in  Tarious  printing  offices  and  on  various  papers, 
was  invaluable  to  him  in  his  new  work,  and  laid  a 
solid  foundation  for  his  career  as  a  journalist.  His 
paper  is  well  managed,  and  is  published  in  a  neat 
and  attractive  form,  is  bright  and  interesting  and 
keeps  apace  with  the  times.  For  a  young  man  of 
his  energy  and  capacity  for  work,  his  labors  as  an 
editor  are  not  sufficient  to  take  up  his  time,  so  our 
subject  has  branched  out  in  other  directions,  and, 
as  before  mentioned,  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business,  as  agent  for  five  different  companies,  and 
he  also  makes  mone^'  by  his  dealings  in  realty. 

Mr.  Tate  was  wedded  to  Miss  Bertha  Farr,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1884.  Mrs.  Tate  is  a  native  of  Astoria 
Township,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Nina  Farr. 
The  names  of  the  children  that  have  been  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife  in  their  pleasant  home  are  : 
Mildred  F.  and  Albert  Dean.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tate 
are  people  of  high  personal  character,  and  are 
greatly  esteemed  by  the  entire  community.  They 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Tate 
belongs  to  Astoria  Lodge  No.  100,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.  and  Astoria  Camp,  M.  W.  A.  No.  381. 


Tp«)NOCH  THOMPSON  is  one  of  those  pro- 
IW]  gressive  wide-awake  farmers,  who  find  both 
/jl — ^  pleasure  and  profit  in  cultivating  the  soil, 
and  by  means  of  dignity  and  ability  tend  to  raise 
the  standard  of  their  chosen  occupation.  Beside 
agricultural  pursuits,  he  is  also  interested  in  stock- 
raising,  and  owns  a  valuable  estate  on   section   26, 
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Pleasant  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio,  bein^  born  there  on  the  1 7th  of  May, 
1836. 

His  parents,  Joshua  and  Emily  (Williams)  Thomp- 
son, were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Maryland  re- 
spectively, the  former  being  of  Scotch  descent.  A 
kinsman  on  the  maternal  side  figured  prominently 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  his  Grand fatiier 
Williams  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Coshoc- 
ton County,  building  one  of  the  first  houses  in  that 
section  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  His  father  was  twice 
married  and  had  ten  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing are  living  at  this  date:  Margery,  wife  of  W. 
Richards  of  Iowa;  Permelia,  wife  of  John  Potter, 
of  Putnam  County,  Mo.;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs. 
Foster  and  living  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio; 
George,  who  resides  in  Warsaw,  Ohio;  Lydia,  wife 
of  William  Bourel  of  Richland  County,  III.,  and 
Enoch,  whose  sketch  now  claims  attention. 

Mr.  Thompson  reached  manhood's  estate  in  his 
native  place,  and  at  an  early  age  commenced  to  do 
work  of  various  kinds.  His  education  was  some- 
what limited,  and  his  knowledge  has  been  gained 
chiefly  by  reading.  In  the  winter  of  1857,  he 
moved  to  McDonough  County,  this  State,  and  for 
more  than  a  year  engaged  in  farm  work.  He  then 
went  to  Putnam  Count}',  Mo.,  then  in  a  few  months 
back  to  McDonough  County,  and  later  to  Schuyler 
Count}',  111.,  but  after  six  months  in  the  latter  place 
came  to  Fulton  County,  and  has  since  continued  to 
reside  here. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  late  war  on  the  19th 
of  August  in  the  year  1861,  in  Company  H,  Third 
Illinois  Cavalry,  and  became  part  of  the  Western 
Array,  first  under  Gen.  Fremont,  then  Gen.  Hal- 
leck,  and  later  under  Gen.  Curtiss.  He  performed 
the  duties  of  the  ordinar}'  cavalryman,  and  took 
part  in  many  skirmishes.  He  served  until  Septem- 
ber 25,  1862,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  his  pres- 
ent place  of  residence. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  September  15,  1864, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Thompson,  native  of  Woodland 
Township,  and  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Lucy 
(Shields)  Thompson,  natives  of  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio  and  Harrison  County,  Ind.  Her  father  moved 
to  Fulton  County  some  time  in  the  '40s,  having 
ridden  the  entire  distance  from  his  native  State  on 


horseback,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wood- 
land Township.  Her  grandparents  came  to  Fulton 
County  in  the  fall  of  1830,  settling  in  Woodland 
Township.  To  her  parents  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  living,  viz:  Mar}'  (wife  of 
our  subject);  Benjamin  F. ;  Nancy,  wife  of  John  W. 
Hagan;  Sarah  C,  wife  of  W.  H.  Smith;  Minerva  J. 
wife  of  Harvey  Shelley;  Martha,  wife  of  Thornton 
A.  Bourel.  Her  father  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  a  most  successful  agriculturist. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  has  been  born  one 
daughter,  Julia  C.  He  settled  on^his  present  farm 
in  1865,  continuing  to  reside  here  since  that  date. 
He  has  cleared  the  land  and  cultivated  the  soil  un- 
til his  farm  is  very  valuable.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a 
very  popular  man  and  has  held  public  offices  from 
time  to  time.  At  present  he  is  serving  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  true  in  all  respects  to  his  party  princi- 
ples. He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Summum,and  is  well  known  and  much  respected  by 
all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  Mrs. 
Thompson  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  both  she  and  her  husband  endeavor  at 
all  limes  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  commun- 
ity- 

j^  ARON  LINGENFELTER.     All  the  loyal 
'(^/  I    Americans  will  agree  that  the  old   soldiers 
jl   ii    who    sacrificed    home    comforts,    endured 
^  hardships,  and  braved  dangers  during  the 

days  of  the  Nation's  peril,  arc  deserving  of  remem- 
brance. The  historian  cannot  detail  the  lives  spent 
on  the  tented  field,  but  he  can  mention  the  chief 
events  by  which  the  gallant  soldier  secured  victory, 
too  often,  alas,  at  the  price  of  manly  vigor  and 
missing  limbs.  W^ere  there  no  other  reasons  than 
his  army  life,  we  should  be  glad  to  present  to  our 
readers  an  outline  of  the  history  of  Aaron  Lingen- 
felt€r,  a  worthy  farmer  of  Banner  Township,  liv- 
ing on  section  19. 

Mr.  Lingenfelter  was  born  in  Blair  County,  Pa., 
November  8,  1841,  being  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Claar)  Lingenfelter.  The  parents  removed  to  this 
county  in  the  spring  of   1848,   locating   on  section 
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18,  Buckheart  Township,  where  our  subject  grew 
to  his  twentieth  year,  spending  his  days  in  the  man- 
ner usual  to  farmers'  sons,  and  studying  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  On  August  9,  1861,  he  responded  to 
his  country's  call,  and  enlisted  in  Company  A., 
Fifth-fifth  Illinois  Infantr}',  Capt.  Presson  and  Col. 
Stewart  being  his  commanding  officers.  The  regi- 
ment formed  a  part  of  the  Seventh  Division  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  until  November,  when  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  was  organized,  and  it  was 
incorporated  therein.  It  took  part  in  thirty-two 
battles,  and  was  under  fire  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  days. 

The  first  engagement  in  which  our  subject  par- 
ticipated was  Shiloh,  where  the  battle  was  opened 
by  the  Fifty-fifth,  Sunday  morning,  April  6,  1862, 
on  the  extreme  right.  The  regimental  loss  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  was  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  men.  The  next  contest  was  Russell 
House,  in  June,  followed  by  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
lasting  twent}-  days,  after  which  a  march  was  made 
to  Memphis,  and  camp  life  enjoyed  while  the  re- 
organization was  taking  place.  We  next  find  the 
Fifty-fifth  moving  down  the  Mississippi  and  taking 
part  in  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou,  whence  it 
was  compelled  to  withdraw  after  a  four-days  en- 
gagement, during  which  Capt.  Shleich  was  killed. 

Going  up  the  Arkansas,  Ft.  Heinman  was  cap- 
tured after  a  contest  of  two  days,  January  10  and 
11,  1863,  and  the  regiment  then  took  transports  to 
Milliken's  Bend,  in  front  of  Vicksburg.  On  April 
27,  the  boys  went  to  Haines  Bluff  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  confederate  forces  while  Gen.  Grant 
crossed  at  Grand  Gulf,  sixty -five  miles  below  the 
city.  On  May  15  they  followed  at  the  same  cross- 
ing, and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Champion  Hill, 
then  went  on  to  take  part  in  the  siege  of  Jackson, 
Miss.,  returning  to  participate  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg. After  the  fall  of  that  city,  the  corps  went  to 
the  relief  of  Gen.  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  crossing 
the  Tennessee  on  pontoons,  and  floating  down 
stream  at  midnight.  The  battle  was  fought,  then 
Burnside  re-inforced  at  Knoxville,  and  Larkins- 
ville,  Ala.,  visited,  when  the  term  for  which  Mr. 
Lingenfelter  had  enlisted  expired. 

In  April,  1864,  Mr.  Lingerfeltcr  re-enlisted  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war.     He  received  a  fur- 


lough of  thirty  days,  and  visited  his  father  and 
friends  in  the  North,  rejoining  his  comrades  at 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  20.  Up  to  this  time  he 
had  escaped  injury,  and  had  been  present  at  every 
roll-call,  except  when  on  furlough.  At  Kenesaw, 
June  27,  he  received  two  wounds,  one  in  the  leg 
and  one  in  the  side,  but  as  they  were  only  flesh 
wounds,  he  remained  with  his  company.  July  22, 
he  had  his  left  forefinger  shot  off  while  the  company 
was  retaking  a  battery,  and  the  gallant  captain, 
J.  M.  Augustin,  lost  his  life. 

Mr.  Lingenfelter  subsequently  took  part  in  all 
the  engagements  on  the  march  to  the  sea,  begin- 
ning in  November,  1864.  At  Statesboro,  Ga.,  he 
was  one  of  five  men  sent  on  a  foraging  expedition, 
and  was  captured  by  the  confederates.  When  An- 
dersonville  stared  him  in  the  face  he  made  his  es- 
cape to  the  Union  lines,  being  shot  at  b}' the  guard, 
the  ball  hitting  a  handkerchief  in  his  pocket,  and 
making  twenty-two  holes  in  it. 

After  the  capture  of  Savannah  the  regiment 
marched  north  through  the  Carolinas,  and  on 
March  21,  1865,  Mr.  Lingenfelter  received  the  gun- 
shot wound  that  disabled  him  for  life.  He  was 
shot  through  the  right  shoulder,  by  reason  of 
which  the  right  arm  is  now  four  inches  shorter  than 
the  left.  The  wound  prevented  our  subject  from 
any  further  active  participation  in  army  service, 
and  after  remaining  in  different  hospitals  until  July 
22,  he  was  discharged,  when  his  time  lacked  but 
eighteen  days  of  four  years.  Mr.  Lingenfelter 
never  drank  a  drop  of  liquor  until  after  he  was 
wounded.     He  draws  a  pension  of  $36  per    month. 

Mr.  Lingenfelter  returned  to  this  county  July 
29,  and  resumed  the  arts  of  peace,  hampered  in  his 
efforts  by  his  crippled  condition,  bu-t  full  of  en- 
ergy, determination  and  grit.  He  has  been  able  to 
live  comfortabl}',  to  school  his  children  well,  to  im- 
prove his  place,  and,  belter  than  all  else,  has  gained 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  about  him.  He 
owns  eighty  acres  of  fine  land,  that  in  the  quality 
and  quantity  per  acre  of  its  crops  will  compare 
favorably  with  any  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Lingen- 
felter always  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  has 
been  School  Director  three  years,  and  discharges 
his  duty  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  family 
worship  in  tlie  Methodist  EjHscopal  Church. 
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In  charge  of  the  household  economy  of  the  Lin- 
gcnfelter  estate  is  a  capable  and  loving  woman, 
formerly  known  as  Miss  Charity  Hedge.  She  bo- 
came  the  wife  of  our  subject,  March  17,  1870,  and 
is  the  mother  of  three  children:  Lizzie  C,  born 
September  22.  1872;  Ernest,  November  24,  1874; 
and  Minerva  M.,  September  19,  1881. 


eONRAD  MARKLEY.  Among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county  was  the  Markle}'  family, 
and  its  present  representative,  the  subject  of 

tliis  biograph}',  is  now  one  of  its  wealthy  and  most 
prosperous  farmers.  He  was  an  important  factor 
in  the  pioneer  labors  that  laid  the  solid  foundation 
of  the  present  prosperity  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  and  having  accumulated  a  handsome  prop- 
erty is  enabled  to  spend  his  declining  j^ears  free 
from  the  hard  work  and  cares  of  his  early  life,  in 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  homes  of  Deerflcld 
Township,  of  which  he  has  been  a  prominent  resi- 
dent many  years. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Germany,  while  iiis  maternal  great- 
grandfatlier  was  a  native  of  France.  His  grand- 
father on  his  father's  side  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  and  his  grandfather  on  his  mother's 
side  was  born  in  the  Mohawk  River  Yalley,  in  New 
York.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Cline)  Marklcy,  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. They  migrated  to  this  county  in  1834, 
arriving  at  Canton  on  the  1st  of  October.  They 
located  on  section  31,  Fairview  Township,  and  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1841.  They  then  removed 
to  EUisviile,  where  the  father  died  in  1842.  After 
her  husband's  death  the  mother  of  our  subject  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  in  Fairview  Township 
and  thence  went  to  Kansas,  where  her  death  oc- 
curred in  1874. 

Conrad  Markley  was  born  October  10,  1817,  in 
an  humble  pioneer  home  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio. 
His  education  was  conducted  in  a  primitive  log 
sehoolhouse  of  the  early  times.  He  was  a  stalwart 
youth  of  seventeen  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  their  new  home  in  this  county.     He  re- 


mained with  them  until  he  married,  March  31,  1842, 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Amanda  (Cone) 
Foster,  becoming  his  wife  on  that  date.  Mrs. 
Markley  is  also  a  native  of  Oliio  and  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  July  15,  1823.  Her  marriage 
with  our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  ten  children, 
of  whom  the  Brst  two  were  twins  and  died  very 
young.  The  others  are  as  follows:  Amanda,  wife 
of  John  Walick,  of  Montgomery  County,  Kan., 
Louie,  wife  of  George  W.  Lippy,  also  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  Kan. ;  Lewis  Cass,  who  married  Laura 
Aldridge  and  lives  in  Sumner  County,  Kan.;  Mar- 
garet A.  is  the  wife  of  Josiah  Cattron,  of  Hickory 
Township;  John  A.,  who  is  a  batihelor  residing  on 
a  farm  in  Kansas  and  does  his  own  housework; 
Thomas  F.,  who  married  Josephine  Turner  and 
lives  in  Hickory  Township;  Andrew  Jackson,  a 
bachelor  living  in  Kansas;  Josiah  V.,  who  lives  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Markley  reared  their 
children  carefully,  giving  them  good  educational 
advantages,  and  he  lias  given  them  a  good  start  in 
life.  He  gave  each  of  his  boys,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Kansas,  a  good  team, 
wagon  and  harness  and  $100,  and  did  equally  well 
by  his  daughters.  One  boy  sold  his  eighty  acres  to 
his  brother  for  :&3,000.  The  younger  son,  who  re- 
sides at  home,  receives  a  good  income  from  the 
rental  of  his  eighty  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Markley  resided  on  his  mother's  farm  for  four 
years  after  he  was  married.  When  he  first  began 
his  career  as  ai  independent  farmer  he  had  nothing 
but  his  wife,  to  whose  capable  and  devoted  assist- 
ance he  owed  much  of  his  after  prosperity,  and  all 
his  personal  property  was  vested  in  a  cow.  He  had 
besides  about  $600  securit}^  debt  to  pay.  In  the 
spring  of  1848,  having  worked  hard  and  accom- 
plisiied  much,  he  came  out  even  with  the  world 
and  with  a  team,  wagon  and  harness,  the  latter  be- 
ing a  contrivance  made  by  himself,  with  chain  tugs 
and  an  old  strap  for  back  band.  The  wagon  was  also 
a  primitive  affair,  manufactured  partly  in  Canton 
and  partly  by  himself  and  his  friends.  With  this 
outfit  he  started  to  build  up  a  home,  locating  on 
section  2,  Deerfield  Township,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  has  met  with  more  than  ordinar}'  success  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  calling,  and  has  now  a  finely' im- 
proved  homestead  of  two    hundred    acres,  eighty 
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acres  on  section  2,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  on  section  31,  Fair  view  Township.  He  is 
now  taking  tiie  world  easj-,  malting  occasional 
visits  to  his  children  in  Kansas.  He  still  has  his 
farm  under  his  management,  though  he  does  but 
little  work  himself,  he  and  his  good  wife  living  in 
peace  and  contentment  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
their  united  labors. 

Mr.  Marklcj-  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  here,  and 
the  only  man  now  living  in  this  township  svho  was 
here  when  he  came,  is  Charles  B.  Edmonson,  whose 
sketch  will  be  found  on  another  i)age  of  this  work. 
He  has  so  conducted  himself  both  in  public  and  in 
priv,ate  life  as  to  honor  the  citizenship  of  this  place 
and  has  borne  an  important  part  in  its  civic  life.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  for  many  years, 
was  Assessor  for  a  number  of  years,  and  Road  Com- 
missioner and  School  Director.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  has  always  stood 
stanchi}'  by  the  Democratic  party. 


l^  UDLEY  M.  SIIIPP  is  one  of  the  shrewdest 
I  ]j]  and  most  intelligent  agriculturists  of  Isa- 
(j^Jf^  bel  Township,  as  is  shown  by  the  success 
which  has  crowned  his  efforts.  His  home 
is  on  section  27,  and  his  real  estate  comprises  over 
six  hundred  acres  of  the  very  best  land.  He  oper- 
ates about  five  hundred  acres,  which  furnishes  him 
a  field  for  very  extensive  operations  in  the  crops 
best  suited  to  the  situation  and  the  soil  on  which 
he  works.  Much  of  the  land  is  in  the  Spoon  River 
bottom  and  Mr.  Shipp  was  the  first  to  begin  the 
construction  of  a  levee  to  protect  the  land  against 
overflow.  The  levee  has  now  been  extended  by 
other  farmers  until  it  is  five  miles  in  length.  Mr. 
Shijjp's  portion  of  it  cost  him  $1900.  The  enter- 
prise was  begun  by  him  in  1867,  and  he  was  the 
first  man  in  this  vicinity  to  raise  crops  on  the  bot- 
tom. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Shi|)p, 
l)robably  born  in  Virginia,  whence  he  removed  to 
Kentucky  in  a  very  earl}'  day,  when  panthers  and 
bears  were  numerous  there.  He  was  verj-  fond  of 
hunting  and   in  the  pursuit  of    that  pleasure  had 


several  narrow  escapes  from  being  killed  by  pan- 
thers. On  one  occasion  he  was  resting  on  a  log  in 
the  woods  when  he  heard  a  crackling  in  the  brush 
behind  him  and  turned  just  in  time  to  raise  his 
trusty  ritle  and  shoot  a  panther  which  was  spring- 
ing upon  him.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  distiller  of 
peach  brandy  and  apple  jack.  He  lived  to  be  more 
than  fourscore  years  old,  breathing  his  last  in  Hart 
County,  Ky. 

Walker  Shipp,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Taylor  County,  Ky.,  reared  on  a  farm  there  and 
continued  to  make  the  county  his  home  until  1835. 
He  then  located  in  Hart  County  in  a  section  where 
deer  were  plentiful,  and  the  memory  of  our  subject 
includes  the  sight  of  his  father  shooting  those  ani- 
mals. Mr.  Shipp  came  to  Central  Illinois  in  tlie 
winter  of  18P4,  and  lived  with  our  subject  from 
that  time  until  his  death,  which  took  place  when  he 
was  fifty-eight  years  old.  He  was  a  Democrat  un- 
til the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  after  which  he 
gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  an  earnest  Christian,  identified  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
girlhood  as  Rebecca  Mardis.  Like  her  husband  she 
was  born  in  Taylor  County,  Ky.,  and  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  where  she  was  living  with  a  daughter. 
She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturitj'  although  three  have  now  crossed 
the  river  of  death.  The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the 
first-born.  The  others  are,  Marion  F.,  John  R.;  M.a- 
linda,  Sally,  James  M.,  Mrs.  Ellen  Jackson  and 
Mrs.  Harriet  Seay.  Malinda,  Sally  and  Harriet  are 
deceased. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  life 
history  was  born  in  Taylor  County,Ky.,  October  1 1 , 
1832,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Hart  County 
when  he  was  two  years  old.  He  attended  school  in  the 
primitive  log  cabin  with  its  slab  benches,  greased 
paper  windows  and  writing  desks  around  the  walls, 
where  each  scholar  paid  a  quarterly  fee  for  tuition 
and  the  teacher  boarded  round.  His  school  attend- 
ance was  mainly  during  the  winter  months  and  the 
summers  were  devoted  to  work  on  the  farm  in 
which  he,  as  the  oldest  of  the  family,  bore  a  |)romi- 
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nent  part.  Young  Shipp  was  but  twenty  years  old 
when  he  married  and  began  life  for  himself.  He 
purchased  over  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  La 
Rue  County  and  began  housekeeping  in  a  hewed 
log  dwelling.  A  year  later  he  sold  the  property 
and  moved  on  his  father's  place  in  Hart  County 
where  he  farmed  until  1855. 

In  October  of  that  year  Mr.  Shipp  started  for 
this  county,  making  tiie  trip  with  a  team  and  wagon, 
hut  when  he  reached  Richland  County,  this  State, 
the  roads  were  so  had  that  he  remained  there  dur- 
ing the  winter,  coming  o.i  here  in  the  spring.  He 
settled  near  Pi-tersl)urg  and  began  working  iu  a 
sawmill  in  which  he  subsequently  bought  an  inter- 
est. The  venture  proved  a  poor  investment  and  he 
finally  sold  out  his  interest  and  removed  to  Havana, 
remaining  there  a  short  time  and  then  hiring  out 
on  a  farm  at  $20  per  month.  The  next  year  he 
raised  a  crop  on  shares  and  continued  so  to  do 
about  five  years. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Shipp  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  acres  on  section  24,  Isabel  Township, 
where  twenty-five  acres  had  been  broken  and  a  log 
cabin  built.  He  replaced  the  rude  dwelling  by  a 
somewhat  better  one  made  of  hewed  logs,  which 
was  his  home  twelve  years.  Four  years  after  his 
first  purchase  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  adjoining  on  the  same  section,  and  in  1872 
purchased  the  land  he  now  lives  upon  on  section  27. 
Still  later  he  added  eighty  acres,  having  prospered 
greatly  in  his  undertakings  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
and  in  raising  large  numbers  of  animals.  The  fine 
frame  dwelling  now  occupied  by  his  family  was 
put  up  by  him  in  1881.  In  construction,  design 
and  situation  it  ranks  among  the  very  best  in  the 
township.  It  stands  on  a  high  hill  overlooking 
the  valley,  thus  giving  its  occupants  a  beautiful 
view  over  hill  and  dale,  valley  and  plain,  where 
fields  of  yellow  grain,  orchards,  groves  and  tasteful 
farm  buildings  present  a  charming  picture  to  the 
eye. 

Mr.  Shipp  has  been  t^vice  married.  The  first 
union  was  consummated  December  15,  1850,  the 
bride  being  Miss  Mary  E.  Seay  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1 834.  She  became  the  mother  of  three 
children  upon  whom  were  bestowed  the  names  of 
Charles  J.,  George  W.  and  John  W.  The  youngest 


of  the  group  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The 
mother  died  March  21,  1883,  strong  in  the  faith  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  which  she  had  long  been  a 
member. 

Mr.  Shipp  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alli- 
ance October  31,  1883,  when  he  was  united  to 
Sarah  E.  Landis,  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in 
Bernadotte  Township,  October  9,  1852.  The  pres- 
ent Mrs.  Shipp  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Phebe 
(Littlejohn)  Landis,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Landis  were  early  settlers  in  this  county 
and  the  husband  died  on  their  farm  in  Bernadotte 
Township,at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Mrs.  Landis 
is  still  living.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Meth- 
odist Church.  The  second  marriage  of j  our  subject 
has  been  blest  to  himself  and  wife  in  the  birth  of 
three  children — Dudley  L.,  Bruce  and  Flossy  D. 

Mr.  Shipp  brings  to  the  consideration  of  all  sub- 
jects presented  to  his  mind,  the  shrewdness  and 
cautious  judgment  that  have  characterized  his  agri- 
cultural career.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  po- 
litical doctrines  of  the  Republican  party  and  there- 
fore casts  his  vote  with  that  element.  He  has  held 
the  offices  of  Road  Commissioner  and  School  Trus- 
tee for  fourteen  years,  and  has  also  been  the  incum- 
bent of  other  minor  offices.  He  belongs  to  Lewis- 
town  Lodge,  No.  51,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Baptist,  and  Mrs.  Shipp  with  the  Metho- 
dist Church. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  noticed  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Shipp. 


^^ 


;ILLIAM  TEMPLE  TOLER,  M.  D.,  de- 
ceased, was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
^^  most  promuient  physicians  of  Fulton 
County,  and  at  his  death  his  profession  was  de- 
prived of  one  of  its  noblest  representatives,  and 
the  citizenship  of  the  community  suffered  a  sad 
loss.  He  was  a  resident  of  Astoria  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  his  professional  life,  and  had  built  up 
in  this  village  one  of  its  most  beautiful  and  at- 
tractive homes. 

Dr.  Toler  was    a   native  of  Virginia,  horn   near 
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the  city  of  Riclimonrl,  November  27,  1827.  For 
the  history  of  liis  parents,  Thomas  and  Mary  (Hun- 
ton)  Toler,  see  biography  of  Dr.  B.  C.  Toler,  which 
may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
Our  subject  laid  a  solid  foundation  for  his  medical 
education  under  the  tuition  of  his  father,  who 
trained  him  carefully  in  the  English  branches  and 
ill  the  classics.  He  commenced  to  study  for  his 
profession  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  O'Neal,  of 
IJatli,  111.,  and  subsequently  entered  the  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1851.  He  began  his  career  as  a 
jjhysician  at  Otto,  this  county,  whence  he  came 
three  years  later  to  Astoria.  For  nearly  thirty 
years  he  activeh'  pursued  his  high  calling  here, 
liaving  a  large  practice,  extending  even  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  county.  He  became  noted  for 
his  rare  skill  in  the  treatment  of  difficult  cases, 
and  was  considered  the  finest  physician  in  this  sec- 
tion (if  the  country,  standing  at  the  head  of  his 
profession. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1882,  Dr.  Toler's 
great,  warm  heart  was  stilled  forever,  and  his 
weary  brain  and  over-taxed  body  found  rest  in 
death.  He  was  mourned  by  many  far  beyond  his 
sorrowing  home  circle,  as  he  was  the  beloved 
physician  and  cherished  friend  in  many  a  house- 
hold where  his  presence  had  brought  healing,  or 
had  soothed  the  last  hours  of  the  dying.  He  was 
rarely  adapted  to  his  profession  by  nature  and 
temperament,  possessing,  as  he  did,  refined,  sym- 
pathetic feelings,  a  high  sense  of  honor,  a  clear 
brain,  steady  nerve,  and  other  essentials  of  the 
true  physcian.  His  daily  intercourse  with  others 
was  marked  by  a  genial,  courteous  temper  and 
considerate  kindness.  Though  he  was  a  quiet  and 
unassuming  man,  he  was  an  influence  for  much 
good  in  the  community  where  so  much  of  his  life 
was  passed,  as  his  every  deed  and  act  were  guided 
by  the  highest  principles  of  truth,  integrity  and 
morality.  He  was  a  Christian  man  in  every  sense 
of  the  term,  and  his  place  in  the  Christian  Churcii 
of  Astoria,  where  his  name  was  the  synonym  of 
love  and  charily,  can  never  be  filled.  He  was  one 
of  its  leading  members,  was  foremost  in  its  every 
good  work,  and  for  years  was  an  Elder  of  the 
ciiurch.    We  cannot  tliink  that  such  a  life  can  come 


to  naught,  but  we  reverently  believe  that  he  has 
now  entered  "upon  broader  fields  of  action  and 
duly,  where  nobler  struggles  shall  task  the  strength 
and  more  precious  crowns  award  the  victor,  where 
the  hopes  and  dreams  of  earth  shall  be  turned  to 
sight,  and  the  broken  circles  of  life  be  rounded  to 
the  perfect  orb." 

Dr.  Toler  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Morrow  were  mar- 
ried in  the  month  of  April,  1857.  Mrs.  Toler  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  May  11,  1831.  Her  father, 
Arthur  Morrow,  was  a  native  of  either  North  Caro- 
lina or  Virginia.  He  married  Jane  Campbell,  who 
was  born  in  the  former  State.  They  lived  in 
North  Carolina  until  about  1832,  and  then  came  to 
Illinois,  making  the  removal  thither  with  teams, 
cooking  and  camping  by  the  way  at  night.  They 
first  settled  in  Greene  Count^^  and  subsequently 
took  up  their  residence  in  Mason  County,  of  which 
they  were  pioneers.  In  1851  Mr.  Morrow  came  to 
Fulton  County  with  his  familj-,  and  after  living  a 
number  of  years  in  VVaterford  Township  he  came 
to  Astoria  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  here. 
His  wife  died  in  Mason  County.  They  reared 
eight  children,  two  sons  and  six  daughters. 

Mrs.  Toler  was  very  young  when  her  parents 
brought  her  to  Illinois,  and  she  remained  with 
them  until  her  marriage,  receiving  a  careful  train- 
ing in  household  duties  that  eminently  fitted,  her 
to  preside  over  a  home  of  her  own.  She  is  a  true, 
generous-hearted,  womanly  woman,  and  holds  a 
warm  place  in  the  affections  of  those  about  her. 
She  is  one  of  the  valued  members  of  the  same 
church  with  which  her  husband's  name  is  indissol- 
ubly  connected.  Three  of  the  children  born  of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  are  now  living — Temple 
E.,  Alice  E.  and  John  C.  Temple,  a  merchant  of 
Astoria,  married  Miss  Emma  McIIue,  and  they 
have  two  children — Mabel  and  William ;  Alice 
married  George  Rice,  a  merchant  of  Astoria,  and 
they  have  two  children — Bessie  and  Hattie.  John 
C,  a  druggist  at  Galesburg,  111.,  has  been  twice 
married.  He  was  first  wedded  to  Miss  Dolla  Kost, 
who  died,  leaving  one  child,  ]\Iildred.  He  was 
subsequently  married  to  Mrs.  Eva  (Kost)  Merrill, 
a  sister  of  his  former  wife. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Toler  in  the  kindness  of  their  hearts 
adopted  their  niece,  Miss  Lizzie  Morrow,  when  slie 
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was  an  infant,  and  reared  her  as  tenderly  as  If  she 
were  their  own  daughter.  She  married  Charles 
Home,  a  resident  of  San  Diego,  Cal. 

Dr.  Toler  was  a  man  of  much  practical  business 
talent  and  financial  ability,  and  by  the  judicious 
investment  of  his  money  acquired  a  valuable  prop- 
perty,  and  became  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  As- 
toria. He  was  prominent  in  social  circles  as  a 
member  of  Astoria  Lodge,  No.  100,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

-^ €-*^ ^ 
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lOHN  F.  RANDOLPH.  This  county  is  pre- 
eminently'  the  home  of  the  agriculturist,  and 
everywhere  througliout  its  expanse  the  eyes 
(^l^i  of  the  traveler  rest  upon  thoroughly  culti- 
vated fielfls,  fine  orchards,  substantial  buildings  and 
all  the  appurtenances  which  indicate  well-directed 
and  successful  efforts.  Tbe  estates  wliieh  are  held 
by  its  many  farmers  are  not,  as  a  general  thing,  so 
wide  in  extent  as  those  of  the  dwellers  in  the  prai- 
rie States  beyond  the  Mississippi,  but  are  more  val- 
uable on  account  of  their  exceeding  fertility  and 
fine  improvements.  One  of  the  largest  landowners 
in  this  county  is  .John  F.  Randolph,  who  is  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Joshua  and  Canton  Townships.  His  dwell- 
ing stands  on  section  19,  Canton  Township,  and  is 
a  commodious  and  well-built  structure,  accompan- 
ied by  tlie  various  outbuildings  which  are  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  work  in  which  the  owner  is 
engaged.  Besides  tiiis  fine  property,  Mr.  Randolph 
owns  other  real  estate  in  Canton,  where  he  has 
erected  a  brick  building  known  as  Randolph's 
Block. 

The  father  of  our  subject  also  bore  the  name  of 
John  F.,  and  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.  He 
married  Nancy  Rawalt,  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  their  first  home  was  made  in  Utica,  Ind. 
They  remained  there  a  few  j-ears,  the  husband  be- 
ing engaged  in  teaching  and  running  a  flatboat 
down  the  river  to  New  Orleans.  In  September, 
1835,  they  came  to  this  count)',  settling  in  Joshua 
Township,  where  they  continued  to  live  until  called 
hence.  Mr.  Randolph  became  the  owner  of  a  large 
tract  of  land,  and  was  one  of  the   most   extensive 


agriculturists  of  those  early  days.  Asa  pioneer  la- 
borer in  the  development  of  the  county,  and  an 
active  participant  in  all  matters  of  public  import- 
ance, he  proved  a  benefactor  to  the  communit)'  in 
which  he  lived.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
three  County  Commissioners.  He  and  his  wife 
were  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  and  Mr.  Randolph 
was  an  enthusiast  regarding  the  doctrines  of  Swe- 
denborg. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  ten 
children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  was 
born  in  Utica,  Ind.,  May  26,  1833,  and  was  there- 
fore a  child  of  two  years  when  brought  to  this 
county.  His  earliest  recollections  are  of  the  pio- 
neer surroundings  and  his  earliest  labors  were  those 
of  a  frontiersman's  son.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
Joshua  Township,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
which  occurred  in  April,  1845,  virtually  had  charge 
of  the  farm.  He  continued  to  reside  thereon  with 
his  mother  until  his  marriage,  when  he  settled  on 
the  location  he  still  occupies  in  Canton  Township. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Randolph  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Louisa  Havermale.  She  was  born  in  the  Buck- 
e^'e  State  March  3,  1836,  and  accompanied  her  par- 
ents, Peter  and  Maria  (Gardenhour)  Havermale,  to 
this  county  about  1845.  Her  parents  lived  for  a 
short  time  in  Farminglon  Township,  then  settled  in 
Joshua  Township,  where  the  balance  of  their  lives 
was  spent.  After  having  passed  many  years  in 
wedded  bliss,  in  death  they  we'-e  not  long  divided, 
the  wife  passing  away  March  24,  and  the  husband 
March  27,  1888.  The  ceremony  which  united  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  Mr.  Randolph  and  Miss  Hav- 
ermale took  place  February  14,  1856.  They  have 
five  living  children — Flora,  Thurston.  Viola,  Artie, 
and  Johnie.  The  oldest  of  these  is  now  the  wife  of 
Alba  Page,  and  lives  in  the  State  of  Washington; 
Viola  is  the  wife  of  George  Miller,  of  (janton 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randolph  have  lost  one 
child,  Orpha,  who  died  when  a  year  and  a  half  old; 
Artie  and  John  are  at  liorae,  while  Thurston  is  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Wallace,  Idaho. 

Mr.  Randolph  is  undoubtedly  the  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  in  this  county, 
taking  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  order,  and 
ready  at  all  times  to  assist  in  its  affairs.  He  form- 
erly acted  with  the  Republican  party,  but  is  now 
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identified  with  the  Union  Labor  party,  and  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  reform  movements  in  the  United 
States.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views, while  his 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His 
ability  and  interest  in  the  good  of  those  about  him, 
was  long  since  recognized  by  his  neighbors,  who 
called  upon  him  to  serve  as  School  Director,  in 
whicli  office  he  has  labored  for  some  twenty  years. 
The  fine  property  belonging  to  our  subject  is  a 
standing  monument  to  the  energy  which  lie  has  put 
forth  in  the  labors  of  life,  and  the  good  judgment 
which  has  characterized  his  efforts,  while  his  high 
standing  among  his  fellow-men,  is  an  equally  sat- 
isfactory proof  of  his  worth  as  a  neighbor  and  citi- 
zen. 


■^  •^.N<-  ^ 


ELISHA  E.  SAUNDERS,  commonly  known 
as  Squire  Saunders,  is  a  very  popular  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Liverpool  Town- 
ship, where  his  marked  ability,  honest  and  indus- 
trious habits  have  won  him  numerous  friends.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1827,  being  tiie  son  of  Hiram  and  Parae- 
lia  (Maynard)  Saunders,  natives  of  Yates  County, 
N.  Y.  The  father  was  born  in  1797,  and  died  in 
Canton,  August  9,  1873;  the  mother  was  born  in 
1804,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.  The  Saunders  family  were  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  our  subject's  father  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  Yates  County,  but  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age  took  a  contract  on  the  Erie  Canal, 
where  be  worked  for  three  3'ears.  At  a  later  date 
he  removed  to  Niagara  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Illinois, 
making  the  trip  on  a  raft  down  the  Alleghany  to 
Pittsburg,  and  the  rest  of  the  way  by  steamboat  on 
the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers,  finally 
landing  at  Galena,  this  State.  He  came  to  Fulton 
County  in  1832,  and  established  a  ferry  across  the 
Rock  River  at  Dixon ;  but  when  the  Black  Hawk 
War  broke  out,  he  gave  up  the  ferry,  and  enlisted  in 
the  army  under  Capt.  Nelson  Ball,  and  served  three 
months,  during  which  time  he  participated  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes,  at  New  Boston,  Little  York,  and 
Other  places.     After  the  war  he   settled  down  in 


Henderson  County,  this  State,  and  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land.  In  1852  he  sold  his 
farm  and  came  to  Fulton  County  wiih  Iiis  children. 
The  Maynard  family  so  far  as  is  known  were  of 
Irish  descent. 

Mr.  Saunders  came  to  Illinois  wiUi  liis  father  in 
1832,  and  settled  in  what  was  then  known  as  War- 
ren County,  but  is  now  Henderson  County.  His 
youth  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and  he  attended  school 
through  the  winter,  and  worked  at  farming  through 
the  summer.  After  reaching  his  twentieth  year,  he 
commenced  working  for  himself  in  a  brickyard, 
where  he  received  in  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices $12  per  month.  He  remained  there  three 
months,  and  then  for  one  year  woi'ked  in  a  sawmill 
and  continued  in  this  way  until  after  his  marriage, 
at  which  time  he  settled  in  Putnam  Township  on  a 
rented  farm.  But  after  two  3'ears  he  bought  his 
present  place  on  section  1,  Liverpool  Township,  and 
on  this  estate  be  resides  at  the  present  time.  When 
he  bought  this  land  it  was  covered  with  heavy  tim- 
ber, but  now  it  is  pretty  well  cleared,  and  much  of 
it  is  well  cultivated.  Besides  farming,  he  is  largely 
interested  in  stock-raising. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  February 
4,  1855,  to  Miss  Sarah  Beckstead,  who  was  born 
June  3,  1  834,  and  was  a  daughter  of  George  Beck- 
stead,  who  was  a  native  of  Canada.  The  Beckstead 
family  is  of  German  descent.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Saunders  have  been  born  ten  children,  eight  cf 
whom  are  living,  viz.:  G.  Edgar.  John  L.,  Hiram 
D.,  Henry  F.,  Leonard  E.,  Caroline  P.  (Mrs.  War- 
field),  Orelia  (Mrs.  Kendall),  and  Glafa.  Mrs. 
Saunder's  father,  George  Beckstead,  was  born  in 
AVilliamsburgh,  Canada,  was  married  there  and  re- 
mained in  the  Dominion  until  1834,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  tliis  country,  and  settled  in  Canton,  from 
which  place  he  moved  to  Buckheart  Township,  and 
from  there  he  moved  to  the  west  half  of  section  1 , 
which  lie  purchased  and  improved.  He  built  a  saw- 
mill there  about  1848,  and  continued  to  run  it  for 
five  or  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  Putnam  Township,  where  he  remained 
for  four  years,  and  then  returned  here  and  purchased 
one  hundre<l  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Mormon  Church,  and  in  politics  af- 
filiated  with  the  Democratic  party.     He  married 
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Miss  Dinah  Meddah,  who  was  also  a  Canadian  by 
birth,  and  to  whom  were  born  eight  children,  seven 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  viz.;  Mary  E.  (Mrs. 
Pollitt),  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  Saunders),  John  A.,  Eliza 
J.  (Mrs.  Edwards),  Orelia  A.  (Mrs.  Pollitt),  Martha 
S.  (Mrs.  Barker),  and  Caroline  (Mrs  Ests). 

Our  subject  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic 
party  in  polities.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  fourteen  years;  was  Constable  for 
DUO  term  in  Putnam  Couutj';  was  Assessor  for  one 
term;  and  is  at  the  present  writing,  School  Di- 
rcclcir. 


jT  SAAC  F.  RANDOLPH.  What  presents  a  pleas- 
1  anter  picture  than  old  age  gracefully  reached 
Ji  after  a  well-spent  and  prosperous  life?  There 
is  something  very  pleasant  in  looking  back  upon 
the  years  that  interreue  between  childhood  and  age, 
and  living  in  memory  all  the  triumphs  and  joys  of 
j'ears  spent  m  an  effort  to  benefit  self  and  neigh- 
bors at  the  same  time.  And  such  is  the  case  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randolph,  who  at  the  sge  of  seventy - 
nine  and  seventy-six  respectively,  are  both  strong 
and  active,  and  comfortably  fixed  in  a  financial 
way.  True,  tliey  have  experienced  the  usual 
.•iinount  of  "ups  and  downs"  that  come  almost  in- 
variably in  a  busy  career,  but  on  the  whole  they 
have  known  much  of  success  and  happiness.  This 
is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
l):issed  their  days  in  peace,  free  from  the  dissipa- 
tions and  vexations  of  the  gay  world. 

Mr.  Randolph  has  made  his  home  in  this  State 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  devoting  his  attention 
mostly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  birth  occur- 
red near  Rp.hway.  N.  J.,  being  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Phtt'be  (Tucker)  Randolph,  natives  of  that 
Slate.  His  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Randolph,  was 
.■ilso  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  his  father  came  from 
Scotland  before  the  Revolutionar}^  War.  The  lat- 
ter was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  an  extensive  land- 
owner, and  at  an  earli"  age  trained  his  son  to  habits 
of  strict  temperance  and  industry. 

Our  subjeot  remained  at  home  up  to  the  date  of 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  1831.  The  lady 
of  his  choice  was  Miss  Julia  Holton,  native  of  New- 


market, N.  J.,  and  daughter  of  Martin  and  Eunice 
(Bartow)  Holton.  The  Holtons  were  of  English 
blood,  while  the  Bartows  were  of  German  extrac- 
tion. Mrs.  Randolph's  father  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  died  it}  the  year  185 1,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one,  while  on  a  visit  in  Illinois.  Her  mother 
died  when  sevent3'-seven  years  of  age,  and  to  her 
marriage  were  born  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom 
reached  maturity,  viz:  Elizabeth,  Ephraim,  Sarah, 
Precilla,  Julia,  Eunice,  and  Joseph. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  March  29, 
1 81 1 ,  being  one  of  the  five  children  born  to  his 
parents  who  grew  to  mature  years,  the  others  be- 
ing: Sarah,  Charlotte,  Louisa,  and  Phoebe.  After 
their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randolph  made  their 
home  on  farms  in  Elizabeth  and  New  Market,  N. 
J.,  until  1839,  at  which  time  they  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, making  the  journry  in  a  wagou.  This  trip, 
though  long  and  tiresome,  was  quite  enjoyable  ow- 
ing to  the  fact  that  three  other  wagons  filled  with 
relatives  of  Mr.  Randolph  came  with  them.  Thej' 
started  from  New  Jersey  in  November,  and  did  not 
reach  Farmingtou  until  January  3,  1840.  Mr. 
Randolph  bought  land  in  Trivoli  Township,  Peo- 
ria County,  the  estate  embracing  thirty  acres,  and 
built  a  nice  house.  However,  he  traded  property' 
several  times,  and  iinally  became  the  owner  of  one* 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  naturally  had  the 
trouble  common  to  pioneers  who  must  break  up 
and  cultivate  the  soil  on  new  land. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randolph  have  been  born  three 
children,  viz:  JNIary  A.,  Louisa  C,  and  Margaret 
E.  Mary  A.  married  Jacob  Berdine,  a  farmer  of 
Hancock  County,  111.,  and  has  four  children — Ran- 
dolph, Anna  L.,  Flora,  and  Charles.  Of  these  Anna 
L.  married  Millord  McFarland,  a  blacksmith  at 
Powelton,  and  has  one  child,  Robert;  Flora,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  John  Thornbur,  resides  in  Hancock 
County,  and  has  three  children — Grace,  Harry,  and 
one  unnamed;  Charles  is  man  led  and  lives  in  Ne- 
braska, and  has  one  child.  Louisa  married  Thomas 
Dunlap,  resides  in  W3oming,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren— Anna,  Julia  R.,  William,  and  James.  Mag- 
gie married  George  W.  Smith,  and  makes  her  home 
in  Farraington. 

Mr.  Randolph  is  in  sympathy  witli  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  a  strong  sui)porter   of   Ills   party 
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principles.  He  was  at  one  time  a  Democrat,  but 
change*!  from  that  party  because  he  could  not  agree 
with  them  on  the  slavery  question.  He  lived  at 
Canton  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and  has  been 
popular  and  highly  respected  in  all  communities 
where  he  has  resided.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ran- 
dolph are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  con- 
tributed liberally  to  building  this  church  at  Farm- 
ington. 


<*.  IVILLIAM  S.  COOPER.  Among  the  rising 
\rJ/l  young  uien  of  Fulton  County,  native  and 
W^  ^o  Ih*  manor  born,  none  is  more  worthy  of 
representation  in  this  Biographical  Album,  than 
tliis  gentleman.  He  comes  of  good  old-  New  Eng- 
land blood,  and  of  Revolutionary  stock.  His  fa- 
tlier,  Francis  A.  Cooper,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
December  4,  1834.  He  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  when  he  was  about 
eight  years  old,  and  there  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  In  1854,  he  emigrated  to  this  county,  and 
being  a  man  of  considerable  education,  and  of  a 
tine,  well-balanced  mind,  his  services  were  gladly 
accepted  as  a  teacher  by  the  pioneers  whom  he 
found  here.  He  also  gave  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, renting  land  for  about  three  years,  when  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  22,  Woodland 
Township.  There  were  but  little  improvements  on 
the  place  at  the  time  he  purchased  it,  but  in  the 
years  of  hard  labor  that  followed  he  cleared  and 
improved  the  greater  part  of  it,  and  thus  greatly 
increased  its  original  value. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  married  to  Miss  Angeline  Pot- 
ter, December  9,  1862.  She  was  born  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  August  26,  1842.  Her  father  w.as 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1810.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  came  to  this  county  with  his  family  in  1854. 
He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Woodland  Town 
ship,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  at  a  ripe  old 
age  in  1865.  He  was  a  man  of  sincere  Christian 
principles,  and  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  nearly  all  his  life.  He  was  decidedly  a  Re- 
publican, in  his  political  views.  The  maternal 
gieat-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of 
New  England,  where  he  carried  on  farming.     He 


served  in  the  Revolution.  The  Potter  family  came 
from  England  in  early  Colonial  times. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  active  in  local  affairs.  He  held  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  township,  and  other  minor 
offices.  His  death,  April  21,  1866.  called  hence 
one  of  our  most  stable  and  respected  citizen.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  on  the  old  homestead.  She  is  a  woman  of 
true  Christian  piety,  and  a  valued  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  She  has  two  ehildron,  William  S., 
and  Francis  A. 

William  S.  Cooper  was  born  December  2,  1863. 
He  has  farmed  the  iiome  place  for  ten  years,  and  is 
raising  some  stock  of  good  grades.  He  has  just 
completed  a  fine  frame  house,  which  has  cost  him 
$1,000.  He  is  decidedly  with  the  Democratic  party 
in  politics,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  j^ear  as 
Clerk  of  Woodland  Township.  His  clear,  intelli- 
gent mind,  his  tact  and  business  qualifications,  emi- 
nently fit  him  for  this  office.  He  is  finely  educated, 
having  been  a  close  student  of  books  since  he 
gleaned  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools. 
He  is  a  fine  penman,  and  this  gift  was  assiduously 
cultivated  while  he  was  in  attendance  at  the  Val- 
paraiso Business  College  during  the  winter  of 
1889-90.  He  is  still  a  student  in  that  college,  and 
will  complete  his  course  and  be  graduated  the  com- 
ing winter. 


(ml 


\r/  EREMIAH  P.  WOLF.  A  prominent  place 
among  the  agriculturists  of  this  count}'  is 
the  just  meed  of  the  efforts  of  the  gentleman 
above  named,  who  is  located  on  section  It 
Canton  Township.  His  farm,  which  consists  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  is  a  highly  produc- 
tive tract,  the  fertility-  of  which  has  been  kept  above 
par  b}'  a  wise  rotation  of  crops  and  the  use  of  the 
best  fertilizing  agents.  A  first-class  set  of  buildings 
has  been  erected  upon  it  and  the  otiier  improve- 
ments made  which  stamp  it  as  the  home  of  one  who 
believes  in  progress  and  enterprise.  Mr.  Wolf 
lives  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life  and 
may  well  be  gratified  with  his  financial  standing. 
Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Joanna 
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(Coleman)  Wolf,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia 
and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey.  Their  marriage  was 
the  first  celebrated  in  this  county  and  they  were 
tlie  first  settlers  in  Orion  Township,  to  which  they 
removed  after  having  lived  for  a  time  in  Canton 
Township.  Mr.  Wolf  toolt  an  active  part  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  vicinity  and  held  numerous 
tnwnship  offices.  For  many  years  he  was  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  breathed  his  last  February  3, 
1863,  in  Orion  Township,  where  the  widow  died 
July  27,  1881.  Both  had  been  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Churcli  and  for  many  years  religious 
services  were  held  at  their  home.  They  iiad  a  large 
f.amily,  nine  of  tlieir  children  living  to  maturity 
and  five  dying  in  early  life. 

Jeremiaii  P.  Wolf  was  the  fifth  child  in  the  pa- 
rental family  and  born  in  Orion  Township  Deeem- 
hev  3,  1841.  His  studies  were  pursued  in  the  log 
school  house  of  his  native  township,  and  in  com- 
mon with  the  sons  of  other  farmers  he  early  learned 
the  details  of  an  agricultural  career.  He  resided 
under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  first  as 
an  inmate  of  his  father's  household,  and  after  the 
death  of  that  parent,  as  his  mother's  helper  and 
comfort.  After  his  marriage  he  purchased  the  old 
homestead  on  which  he  continued  to  reside  until 
December,  1881.  At  that  time  he  sold  the  property 
and  removed  to  Canton  Township  where  he  had 
bought  property  some  time  before. 

The  ceremony  which  transformed  Miss  Emma 
Wise  into  Mrs.  J.  P.  Wolf,  took  place  on  the  farm 
they  now  occupy,  September  25,  1870.  The  estate 
was  then  owned  by  the  bride's  parents,  Samuel  and 
Susan  (Keller)  Wise,  who  were  very  early  settlers 
in  this  county'.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W^ise  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  died  on  their  farm  in  this 
township.  Upon  coming  to  this  section  Mr.  Wi.se 
had  engaged  in  milling  in  Canton,  but  after  resid- 
ing there  several  years  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture. He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  constantly  endeavored 
to  carry  out  the  principles  of  their  faith  in  their 
daily  walk  and  conversation.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Wolf  was 
the  youngest. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  this  town- 
ship January  4,  1850,  and  educated  in  the  county 


schools.  She  possesses  one  of  those  noble  char- 
acters which  make  the  name  of  woman  revered 
wherever  it  is  uttered,  and  is  conscientious  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty  which  she  owes  to  her  be- 
loved companion  and  children.  She  has  borne  her 
husband  seven  children — Luella,  George  W.,  Bertha 
M.,  William  C,  Harry,  Alta  E.  and  Jeremiah  P. 
William  C.  and  Harry  died  in  their  infancy. 

Mr.  Wolf  is  a  representtitive  Democrat,  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs  and  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  his  fellow-citizens  in  various  public 
capacities.  He  was  Supervisor  of  Orion  Township 
twelve  years,  has  held  the  same  office  in  Canton 
Township  three  years,  and  has  been  School  Director 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  1882,  he  was  elected 
County  Tre.isurer  and  honorably;  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  ofHce  four  years.  He  and  his  wife  are 
active  and  efficient  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  are  higlily  esteemed  by  those 
who  know  them,  for  their  consistent  and. useful 
lives. 

ENOCH  RAWALT.  This  gentleman  belongs 
to  the  number  of  honorable,  industrious 
;  men,  formerly  living  in  Fulton  County,  who 

have  joined  the  silent  majority  and  rest  from  their 
earthly  labors.  He  was  born  in  Indiana,  November 
16.  1827,  and  died  in  this  county  October  2,  1885, 
leaving  a  widow  and  seven  children  together  with 
many  friends,  to  mourn  his  loss. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Rawalt  was  marked  with  no 
event  of  unusual  importance  until  after  he  had 
grown  to  manhood.  His  early  days  were  spent  in 
the  usual  manner,  pursuing  such  studies  as  the 
schools  of  the  time  and  section  gave  command  of, 
and  in  learning  lessons  of  industry  and  energy  on  a 
farm.  His  marri,age  was  solemnized  in  1848  in  this 
county  and  the  same  year  he  and  his  bride  removed 
to  Iowa.  A  home  was  made  in  AVarren  County, 
but  after  a  sojourn  of  two  years  the  family  became 
residents  of  Jefferson  County, whence  they  returned 
hither  in  a  few  years. 

Mr.  Rawalt  bought  one  hundred  and  three  acres 
of  land  in  Lee  Township  on  section  6,  built  thereon 
and  improved  the  place.    He  afterward  added  one 
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hundred  and  nine  acres,  making  up  a  beautiful 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  tvrelve  acres,  all  of  which 
was  placed  under  cultivation  and  brought  to  a  fine 
condition.  He  was  a  very  hard-working  man  and 
in  connection  with  his  farming  operated  a  tliresher 
and  clover-huller  during  the  season. 

In  1863,  Mr.  Rawalt  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  after  serving  as  a 
valiant  soldier  about  two  years  received  an  honor- 
able discharge  at  Washington  and  returned  to  iiis 
tome  in  1865.  He  resumed  his  peaceful  occupation 
of  agriculture  and  continued  to  pursue  it  zealously 
and  intelligently  until  called  hence.  He  discharged 
the  duties  of  vaiious  local  offices,  among  them 
being  that  of  School  Director,  Commissioner  of 
Highways  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  a 
liberal  contributor  to  every  good  cause  and  won 
the  respect  of  those  about  him  by  his  inanlj'  life 
and  character.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  was  in- 
terred with  the  rites  of  the  order  at  Prairie  Cit}'. 

The  widow  of  Enoch  Rawalt  now  has  full  control 
of  the  farm  and  business,  and  still  makes  her  home 
on  the  estate  where  she  spent  so  many  years  with 
her  loved  companion.  She  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Caroline  Miller  and  was  born  in  Maryland,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac  River,  March  30,  1828. 
She  received  her  education  in  Ohio  where  she  was 
reared  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  she  ac- 
companied her  parents  to  this  State,  where  about 
two  years  later  she  became  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
She  is  the  oldest  child  born  to  her  parents,  John  and 
Susannah  (Hovermill)  Miller,  her  brothers  and  sis- 
ter bearing  the  names  of  John  L  ,  Benjamin  F., 
Daniel  L.  and  Sarah.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were 
born  in  Maryland,  married  there  and  after  a  few 
years  of  wedded  life  removed  to  Ohio.  Some  time 
later  they  cam*  to  this  State,  locating  near  Canton 
where  Mr.  Miller  breathed  his  last  in  1864,  and  his 
widow  in  1886. 

There  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rawalt  the  fol- 
lowing sons  and  daughters:  Warren  married  Effie 
Chayney  and  lives  in  Lee  township;  John  M.  still 
lives  at  the  old  home;  Jones  F.  married  Carrie 
Snider  and  lives  in  Lee  Township;  Bonnie  married 
George  Hopes  who  died  January  2,  1890;  Delia 
and  Charles  still  remain  with  their   mother;  James 


is  at  home.  In  the  possession  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  family  there  are  six  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  good  land,  all  in  Lee  Township,  and  all 
except  eighty  acres  accumulated  since  the  war.  It 
has  been  done  by  strict  attention  to  business  and 
hard  work,  the  sons  following  in  their  father's 
footsteps  and  Mrs.  Rawalt  herself  having  proved  a 
valuable  assistant  to  her  husband  and  counselor  to 
her  children.  She  is  deserving  of  the  respect  con- 
ferred upon  her  as  one  of  the  most  useful  members 
of  the  community. 


^^ 


D' 


ICHOLAS  MoCREARY  lives  in  honorable 
retirement  in  one  of  the  many  substantial 
[1\^^,  homes  in  Canton,  his  residence  being  pleas- 
antly located  on  the  corner  of  Oak  and  Fourth 
Streets.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  tliis  county, 
was  active  in  its  agricultural  developments  and  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence  that  enables  him 
to  pass  his  declining  years  in  comfort,  and  free 
from  the  necessity  of  hard  labor  and  care  which 
was  his  portion  in  earlier  life. 

Mr.  McCreary  is  a  native  of  Marjdand,  born  in 
Hartford  County,  April  9,  1816.  His  parents  were 
Archie  and  Rachel  McCreary,  the  former  of  whom 
was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  there  passed 
his  entire  life  in  pursuit  of  his  calling  as  a  farmer. 
Nicholas  was  but  three  j'ears  old  when  his  father 
died.  His  education  was  obtained  in  private  schools 
as  there  were  no  public  schools  in  his  bojhood.  In 
his  fifteenth  year  he  was  sent  to  learn  the  trade  of 
manufacturing  fine  wire  cloth  and  all  kinds  of  wire 
goods.  He  followed  that  calling  in  the  city  of 
Wheeling,  Va.,  about  a  month,  then  returned  to 
Baltimore  and  worked  in  a  wire  cloth  mill  until 
1837. 

After  that  Mr.  McCreary  returned  to  Maryland 
and  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  was  married,  January 
16,  1838,  to  Miss  Frances  A.  Hughs,  of  that  city, 
and  a  daughter  of  Jame?  Hughs,  Esq.  The  fol- 
lowing June  Mr.  McCrearv  packed  all  his  posses- 
sions in  a  one-liorse  wagon  "and  started  for  this 
part  of  the  country,  which  was  then  known  as  a 
part  of  the  Great  West,  Canton   being  the  object- 
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ivo  point  of  his  journey.  For  nine  weeks  he  and 
his  wife  were  on  the  way,  the  roads  being  so 
tad  that  some  days  they  could  not  travel  more 
than  eight  miles.  Arriving  at  C.inton.  he  pur- 
chased eiglity  acres  of  school  land  in  what  is  now 
Buckheart  Township.  He  settled  on  it  and  after- 
ward cleared  his  title  from  the  Government  by  the 
payment  of  $1.25  per  acre.  Three  years  later  he 
sold  that  tract  of  land  and  bought  in  its  place  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Putnam  Township.  He 
moved  with  his  family  to  his  new  farm  February 
2-2.  1842.  and  actively  entered  upon  its  improve- 
ment. He  developed  it  into  a  choice  farm,  and 
for  many  years  was  actively  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  was  an  extensive  feeder  of  hogs  and 
cattle,  from  the  sale  of  which  he  made  money 
ra()idly.  He  continued  to  live  there  until  1887, 
when  he  retired  to  Canton  to  enjoy  more  at  his 
leisure  the  comfortable  property  that  he  had  accu- 
mulated, and  since  then  lie  has  made  his  home 
here. 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject  died  November  27, 
1846,  leaving  four  children — J.  H.  lives  in  Joshua 
Township;  John  L.,  a  resident  of  Missouri;  Pa- 
melia  J.,  wife  of  John  S.  Myers;  and  William  H. 
March  18,  1847,  Mr.  McCreary  was  married  to  his 
present  wife,  who  was  then  Mrs.  Martha  Ashworth. 
She  was  a  widow  at  the  time  she  was  wedded  to 
our  subject  and  her  maiden  name  was  Moran.  She 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltrmore,  Md.,  in  1818. 
Her  father  wrs  Richard  L.  Moran,  and  the  maiden 
name  of  her  mother  was  Hannah  Hayden.  Her 
m;uriage  with  our  subject  has  brought  them  nine 
children:  Frances  A.,  deceased ;  Sarah  M.,  wife  of 
Mark  Saunders;  Susannah,  wife  of  S.  L.  Gorham ; 
Martha,  widow  of  John  A.  Jameson;  Elizabeth 
Ann;  Julia  E.,  now  Mrs.  Lew  R.  Emory;  Kate  L., 
wife  of  M.  L.  Emory ;  Alice,  wife  of  George  Mor- 
row; and  George  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
months. 

Mr.  McCreary  served  as  School  Director  con-  ' 
tinuousl}"  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years.  He 
and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  McCreary  holds  one 
of  the  offices  of  the  Church  Board,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  Sunday-school  work,  and  was  Su- 
perintendent of   tlie  Sunday-school  a   number  of   | 


years.  While  he  was  a  resident  of  his  farm  he  es- 
tablished the  Pleasant  Grove  Sunday-school.  In 
politics  he  is  a  sturdy  Republican.  He  first  voted 
for  William  Henry  Harrison  for  President,  and 
the  last  vote  he  cast  was  in  favor  of  that  gentle- 
man's grandson. 


r  NDREW  ROCK.     In   every   State  of    the 
(@Y^I    Union  the  German-American   citizens   are 
ijl   !i^    to  be  found,  making  their  way  steadily  on- 
(^'  ward  in  the  accumulation  of  property  and 

securing  their  means   b}'  honest  industry,   prudent 
econom}-    and    untiring    zeal.     In    this    county    a 
prominent  position  among  agriculturists  and  land- 
i   owners  is  held    by    the  gentleman  above  named, 
'    who    is    a  native  of  Hesse- Darmstadt,   born  Feb- 
ruary 1.5,  1841.    His  parents,  Simon  and  Elizabeth 
(Shnur)  Rock,  were  born  in  the  same  province  and 
came  to  this  county  in  1855.    They  made  their  first 
iiome  here  in   Fairview  Township,  but  in  October, 
of  the  same  }'ear,  located  on  section  14,   Deerfield 
I   Township,  where  the)-   subsequently   died,  the    fa- 
i   ther  July  12,    1889,  and   the    mother    January    17, 
1890. 

Our  subject  gained  a  considerable  part  of  his  edu- 
cation in  his  native  land,  but  continued  his  studies 
in  this  country.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty'- one  years  old,  then  worked  by  the  month 
I  on  a  farm  until  his  marriage,  February  3,  1863,  to 
Anna,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Cntherina  Erb.  Soon 
afterward  he  rented  a  farm  of  his  father-in-law, 
upon  which  he  made  his  home  five  years,  at  the 
same  time  operating  other  lands  which  he  rented. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  on  section  '  3G,  Deerfield 
Townshi|),  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  since 
purchased  eighty  aci-es  on  section  35,  and  eighty- 
I  two  acres  on  section  4,  of  the  same  township,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  1.  Cass 
Township.  This  makes  a  fine  estate  of  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  .acres  of  good  land,  the  acquisi- 
tion of  which  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  personal 
efforts  of  the  owner. 

The  home  farm  of  our  subject  is  furnished   with 
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nn  excellent  frame  house,  substantial  barns  and  all 
necessar}'  improvements,  both  it  and  the  one  in 
Cass  Township  are  well  stocked.  The  latter  is  also 
supplied  with  a  frame  house,  a  good  barn  and  other 
improvements.  When  Mr.  Rock  first  started  to 
work  he  received  but  |5  per  month  and  he  never 
got  more  than  $15.  From  this  stipend  he  saved 
money  and  made  his  first  outlay  for  real  ('state, 
continuing  to  economize  and  labor  hard  in  order 
to  build  up  a  good  home  for  his  family  and  bestow 
upon  them  the  many  comforts  and  privileges  which 
he  desired.  He  has  always  been  liberal  toward 
tliose  about  liim.  never  turning  from  his  door  a 
man  that  was  in  need  if  it  was  possible  to  assist 
him.  He  is  endeavoring  to  rear  his  children  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  may  also  be  useful  in  the 
world,  and  they  are  already  assisting  him  in  his 
labors. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rock  consists  of  one 
daughter  and  seven  sons,  named  respectively: 
Lewis  W.,  .John  P.,  Simon  E.,  Charles  A.,  William 
A.,  Clara  E.,  Franklin  H.  and  George  M.  All  are 
at  home  except  the  eldest,  who  is  married  and  lives 
on  section  4,  of  the  same  township.  The  younger 
bryys  are  so  thoroughly  "chips  of  the  old  block" 
that  Mr.  Rock  finds  it  unneccessary  to  hire  help,  as 
the^'  are  able  to  give  him  all  that  he  needs.  Mr. 
Rock,  although  ostensibly  a  Democrat,  is  not  so 
radical  but  that  he  will  vote  for  the  man  who  is 
best  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  office,  even  if 
he  is  numbered  in  other  part}-  ranks.  He  has  been 
Collector  two  years  and  Supervisor  two  years.  His 
religious  membership  is  in  the  Lutheran  Church, 
where  he  has  held  the  offices  of  Deacon  and 
Trustee. 


^Trj\^ENJAMIN  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  a  retired 
|l^C  physician,  practiced  his  profession  in  Ver- 
|(JM) J;  mont  several  years.  In  1 882  he  began  to 
^^^'  give  his  attention  to  the  culture  of  fruit, 
and  has  a  fine  fruit  farm  of  forty- seven  and  one- 
third  acres  a  half  mile  from  the  city,  which  he  is 
managing  very  successfully.  He  has  here  a  val- 
uable orchard  of  four  hundred  apple  trees,  two 
hundred  pear  trees,  and  a  few  of  peach,  plum,  etc., 


besides  eleven  acres  devoted  to  small  fruits.  He 
finds  a  ready  sale  for  his  fruit,  which  is  of  a  superior 
quality  and  comprises  many  choice  varieties. 

The  Doctor  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  born  in 
Chester  County,  April   5,  1829.     He  springs  from 
the  same  family  from    which  came  the  late  Bayard 
Taylor,  traveler,  poet  and  author,  and    at  the  time 
of  his  death  United  States  Minister  to  the  German 
Court.     The  father  of  our  subject,  whose    given 
name  was  like  his  own,   is   thought   to   have   been 
j    born  in  the   same  county   as  his   son,  while  his  fa- 
i    ther,  Abraham  Taylor,  was  either  born  in  England 
or  was  a  native  of  this  country   and  born  of  Eng- 
lish parents.    He  was  a  resident  of  Chester  County 
during  his  last  years. 
I        Benjamin  Taylor,  Sr.,  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  followed  farming  all  her  days.     He 
married  Hannah  Richardson,   who  spent  her  entire 
life  in    Chester   County,    surviving    her    husband 
many  years.     Mr.  Taylor  bought  a  farm  in  Penns- 
bury  Township,  Chester  County,  and  there  he  died 
in    1832.     He    and    his    wife    were  the  parents  of 
thirteen    children,    of    whom    seven    were    reared, 
namely:  Benjamin,  Eliza,  Newton,  Clarissa,  Caleb, 
1    Sarah  and  Hannah.     Newton   served  in  the  Mexi- 
j   can  War,  and    died  two  or  three  days  after  his  re- 
■    turn  from  disease  contracted  in  the  army.  Hannah 
!    married  Pimmor  Way,  and  lives  in  Chester  County. 
I    Caleb  lives  in  Wilmington,  Del. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  next  to  the  young- 
est child  in  the  parental  family.  He  attemled 
school  quite  steadili*  in  his  j'outh,  and  later  only 
in  the  winter  seasons,  as  he  had  to  work  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm  the  rest  of  the  j'ear.  He  remained  in 
t  Chester  County  until  1850,  and  in  the  fall  of  th.at 
year  emigrated  westward,  coming  by  rail  to  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  thence  by  canal  to  Pittsburg,  from  there 
by  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers  to 
Sharp's  Landing,  in  Schuyler  County,  this  State, 
whence  he  made  his  way  to  McDonougii  County. 
He  there  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land,  located  in 
Eldorado  Township.  At  that  time  the  prairie  was 
sparsely  settled,  as  the  early  pioneers  had  selected 
the  timber  land,  thinking  the  open  prairie  worth- 
less for  agricultural  purposes.  Deer  were  abund- 
ant and  furnished  good  fare  for  the  table  of  the 
settlers.     The  Doctor's   first  work  was  to  erect  a 
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log  cabin  on  his  tract  of  prairie,  and  he  then  broke 
forty  acres  of  land  and  sowed  it  to  wheat.  The 
next  year  he  traded  that  place  for  a  tract  of  im- 
l)roved  land  adjoining.  About  that  time  he  de- 
cided to  turn  his  attention  to  medicine,  and 
immediately  entered  upon  his  studies  with  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Clark,  a  pioneer  physician  of  Industry' 
Township. 

In  1855,  our  subject  started  upon  his  career  as  a 
physician.  In  1857,  he  sold  his  McDonough 
County  farm,  and  removing  to  Sheridan  County, 
Mo.,  purchased  a  farm  joining  Keatville,  the 
county  seat.  He  resided  there  until  the  spring  of 
18G0,  when  he  sold  his  place  to  an  advantage  and 
returning  to  Illinois,  established  himself  in  his  pro- 
fession in  Vermont,  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
his  vocation  here  several  years.  Though  he  Las  now 
abandoned  his  professional  life,  his  old  friends 
and  patients  often  call  upon  him  to  administer  to 
their  ills,  preferring  his  services  to  those  of  the 
younger  doctors  who  have  taken  his  place. 

In  1853,  Dr.  Taylor  contracted  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Miss  Mary  Clark,  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
a:id  Julia  Clark.  Of  the  children  of  that  marriage 
tlie  following  five  are  living — Annie,  Marietta, 
Clara,  Elmer  and  Howard.  Our  subject's  union 
with  his  present  wife  was  consummated  in  1870. 
Mrs.  Taylor  was  formerly  ]\Iiss  Gabriella  Gibson,  a 
native  of  McDonough  County,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  Gibson.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  have  six  children  living,  as  follows:  William, 
Fr:ink,  Jesse,  Lillie,  iMaude  and  Blanche. 

im- 

jh^^    F.  HUFFORD,  Attorney-at-Law,  Canton. 

I  11  A  life  time  spent  in  pursuing  one  calling 
jl  *  will  almost  certainh'  result  in  substantial 
success,  especially  if  energy  and  persever- 
ance are  applied,  and  such  is  undoubtedly  the  case 
with  Mr.  llufford,  who,  from  early  boyhood  has 
given  the  study  of  law  his  chief  time  and  attention. 
Mr.  Hufford  is  a  son  of  Frjincis  M.  and  Hannah 
(Bull)  llufford,  and  was  born  in  Buckheart  Town- 
ship, on  the  6th  of  March,  1858,     While   an    in- 


fant he  sustained  the  sad  loss  of  his  mother;  and 
was  but  four  years  old  when  his  father  was  killed 
in  the  army.  Left  thus,  in  the  tender  years  of 
childhood,  without  either  of  his  natural  protec- 
tors his  fate  would  indeed  have  been  sad,  but 
for  the  fact  that  an  aunt  took  charge  of  him, 
kindly  giving  him  the  same  loving  care  and  atten- 
tion that  his  parents  would  have  bestowed  upon 
him.  He  attended  the  district  school  of  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  even  there  evinced  a  natural  aptitude 
for  study,  and  when  older  took  an  academic  course 
in  Bushnell  and  Dixon  at  the  Normal  Schools. 
After  graduating  with  honors  from  these  institutes, 
he  entered  the  Bloomington  law  school,  where  he 
graduated  with  a  diploma  in  June,  1887.  Previous 
to  entering  the  latter-named  school  he  had  read 
law  with  Daniel  Abbott,  of  Canton. 

Our  subject  first  located  in  Quincy  and  there 
practiced  his  profession  most  successfully  for  a  pe- 
riod of  two  years,  in  partnership  with  Gen.  M.  M. 
Bane.  Returning  to  Canton,  he  practiced  alone 
until  1890,  at  that  time  entering  into  a  partner- 
ship with  R.  J.  Millard,  the  firm  name  being,  Huf- 
ford &  Millard.  They  do  a  general  law  business, 
and  are  besides  agents  for  several  good  Fire  Insu- 
rance Companies.  They  are  fast  making  a  reputa- 
tion in  the  legal  world,  and  are  recognized  as  one 
of  the  best  firms  in  Canton.  Our  subject  is  a  gen- 
Ueman  of  su|)erior  moral  worth,  having  gained  the 
confidence  of  all  who  knew  him  from  boyhood  to 
manhood.  He  is  a  member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge 
No.  116,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.  at  this  place  and  also  be- 
longs to  Gem  City  Lodge  No.  357,  at  Quincy. 

Mr.  Hufford 's  grandfather,  George  Hufford,  was 
of  German  descent.  He  lived  first  in  Virginia,  af- 
terwards in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  came  to 
Illinois  settling  in  Fulton  County.  He  had  seven 
children,  viz:  Eliza,  James,  Nancy,  Mary,  Francis 
M.,  Levi  and  Wesley.  Our  subject's  father  was 
born  in  Kentuck}',  but  came  with  his  parents  to 
Illinois  while  yet  an  infant.  The  father  was  an  .ag- 
riculturist until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois 
Infantry.  He  continued  to  serve  with  this  reg- 
iment up  to  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
when  he  was  cajjtured  with  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss' 
command.     He  died    from    disease   contracted  in 
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the  service  in  the  hospital  at  Mempliis,  Tenn.,  on 
tlie  November  19,  1863.  To  his  marriage  two  chil- 
dren had  been  born,  viz:  Margery, and  M.  F. 
Mr.  Ilufford's  mother  was  a  daughter  of  William 
Bull,  who  was  of  English  descent. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  fully  understands  the 
true  meaning  of  the  word  success,  and  though 
quite  a  young  man  las  achieved  a  reputation  that 
many  an  older  and  more  experienced  man  might 
envy  him.  Realizing  that  "life  is  earnest,"  he  has 
at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstance.s  endeavored 
to  make  the  most  of  his  talents. 


RA  J.  GRAHAM,  one  of  the  younger  farmers 
of  the  county,  owns  and  occupies  a  portion  of 
the  parental  homestead  in  Isabel  Township. 
He  was  born  thereon  August  24,  1850,  reared  amid 
the  surroundings  of  farm  life  and  attended  school  in 
the  logschoolbouse  of  that  period.  The  temple  of 
learning  was  furnished  with  seats  made  of  slabs, with 
wooden  pins  for  legs,  and  the  other  primitive  con- 
veniences which  our  forefathers  so  well  knew.  The 
advantages  for  acquiring  an  education  were  very 
poor  and  our  subject  learned  much  more  at  home 
than  at  school.  As  might  be  expected, he  began  assist- 
ing in  farm  work  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough 
and  became  proficient  in  its  various  dei)artments  at 
an  earl}'  age. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  our  subject  began 
working  for  himself,  laboring  b}'  the  month  for 
several  years.  After  the  death  of  his  father  in  the 
summer  of  1873,  he  and  his  brother,  Jesse  P., 
bought  the  homestead  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  They  farmed  it  together  for  thirteen  j'ears, 
sold  off  fifty-six  acres  and  then  divided  the  remain- 
der, our  subject  taking  possession  of  the  south  half 
of  the  property.  It  is  supplied  with  comfortable 
quarters  for  man  and  beast  and  shelter  for  the 
crops  produced  by  the  industrious  efforts  of  the 
owner.  Mr.  Graham  possesses  considerable  mechan- 
ical genius  and  is  able  to  supply  himself  with  con- 
veniences that  he  might  otherwise  be  denied. 

Although   his  school  advantages  were  not  equal 


to  those  enjoyed  l)y  the  youth  of  this  day,  Mr. 
Graham  has  improved  the  opportunities  afforded 
him  to  acquire  information  on  various  topics,  and 
is  classed  among  the  intelligent,  as  well  as  the  hon- 
est, iiard-working  citizens.  He  has  held  some  of 
the  minor  offices  in  the  township  and  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Democrats.  His  congenial  home-life  is 
secured  through  the  companionship  of  an  estimable 
lady  who  became  his  wife  December  24,  1886.  She 
was  born  in  this  county,  near  Smithfield,  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Gedion  and  Matilda  Graham,  and  bears  the 
given  name  of  Rachel  M.  She  is  a  cousin  of  her 
husband,  therefore  of  equally  good  blood,  and  was 
reared  to  habits  of  usefulness,  developing  her  ex- 
cellent traits  of  character. 

John  and  William  Graham,  father  and  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  were  born  in  Maryland, 
whither  tlie  preceding  generation  had  come  from 
Ireland.  William  Graham  served  in  the  War  of 
1812  under  Gen.  Harrison.  When  about  in  middle 
life  he  crossed  the  mountains  with  a  team  and 
wagon  and  settled  in  Piqua  County,  Ohio.  Six 
years  later  he  removed  to  Ross  County,  in  which 
he'  spent  the  remnant  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years,  and  being  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  Brown's  Chapel.  His  occupation  was 
that  of  a  farmer  and  his  character  a  reputable  one. 

John  Graham  was  born  October  1,  1804,  and 
was  the  eldest  of  six  children,  the  others  bearing 
the  names  of  George  W.,  Jefferson,  William,  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  DeVair),and  Ira  J.  He  was  about  four 
years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  where 
he  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  pioneer 
schools  in  Piqua  and  Ross  Counties.  He  was  mai-- 
ried  in  Fayette  County  and  settled  on  a  rented 
farm,  occupying  it  until  1842,  when  he  removed  to 
this  State  and  county.  He  made  the  journey  with 
team  and  wagon,  and  upon  his  arrival  here  had  but 
fifty  cents  in  money.  Finding  a  neighbor  who 
seemed  to  be  in  poorer  circumstances  than  himself, 
he  loaned  his  small  amount  of  cash  to  that  gen- 
tleman. 

The  first  settlement  made  by  Mr.  Graham  was  in 
the  Spoon  River  Bottom,  but  a  year  later  he  pur- 
chased three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
21,  Isabel  Township.  Deer  and  wolves  were  nu- 
merous in  this   vicinity  at  th.at  time   and  he  did 
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considerable  hunting.  His  land  was  covered  with 
a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  which  he  cut  down, 
gradually  bringing  the  acreage  under  thorough 
cultivation.  His  first  dwelling  thereon  was  a  log 
house  which  was  occupied  eighteen  years,  after 
which  a  fine,  commodious  frame  residence  became 
Ihe  family  home.  Excellent  improvements  of  va- 
rious kinds  were  mpde,  and  Mr.  Graham  reaped 
the  result  of  his  efforts  in  abundant  crops;  his 
death  occurred  July  31,  1873. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Malinda  Thomas,  and  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Ohio,  March  23,  1818.  She  is  still  living 
on  the  homestead.  Her  father,  John  Thomas,  was 
of  Scot.ch-Irish  descent,  and  her  mother,  Elizabeth 
(Emberline)  Thomas,  was  the  daughter  of  a  lady 
and  gentleman,  who  had  emigrated  from  Germany 
to  this  country.  The  record  of  the  children  of 
John  and  Malinda  (Thomas)  Graham  is  as  follows: 
Mahala,  born  February  6,  1837;  William  A.  Janu- 
ary 22,  1839;  Elizabeth  J.,  November  3,  1840; 
Thomas  J.,  October  26,  1842;  Mary  E.,  February 
18,  1845;  Francis  M.,  June  22,  1848;  Ira  J.,  Au- 
gust 24,  1850;  George  W.,  December  30,  1852; 
Jesse  P.,  March  13,  1855;  Jasper  R.,  September  23, 
1857;  and  James  O.,  August  18,  1860. 


-^^- 


^IL^  ARRISON  AZBELL.  It  is  a  well  estab- 
\fi  jlj  lished  fact  that  a  man  of  natural  ability,  if 
l^^  possessed  of  integrity  and  energy,  can  ae- 
(^  complish  almost  any  given  purpose  in  life. 
Every  day  furnishes  examples  of  men  who  com- 
menced a  business  career  empty  handed,  and  in  a 
brief  period  of  time  accumulated  considerable  for- 
tunes. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  earlj'  pioneers  of  Ful- 
ton County,  and  resides  on  section  13,  Pleasant 
Township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  February  22,  1836,  he  being  a  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Southers)  Azbell.  His  paternal  ances 
tors  were  from  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  those  on  the 
maternal  side  were  of  English  descent.  When  only 
ten  years  of  age,  he  removed  with  his  parents  from 
Ohio  to  this  county,  and  the  father  settled  upon 


the  farm  where  our  subject  now  makes  his  home. 
The  place  at  that  time  embraced  only  thirty  acres 
of  broken  laud,  and  the  only  dwelling  place  was  a 
small  log  cabin,  but  by  means  of  perseverance  and 
energy  the  father  soon  had  this  land  under  cultiva- 
tion. 

Our  subject's  parents  had  twelve  children,  of 
whom  the  following  arc  living,  viz:  William,  who 
lives  in  Pleasant  Township;  Eliza,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Smith,  and  lives  in  Havana,  111.;  Alexander, 
who  lives  here;  Lorenzo,  who  resides  in  Isabel 
Township;  Benjamin  in  Pleasant  Township;  Har- 
rison, our  subject;  Julia  0.,  wife  of  J.  H.  Smith, 
who  lives  in  Isabel  Township;  and  Maria,  wife  of 
Thomas  G.  Linderman,  of  Pleasant  Township.  The 
father  died  some  time  in  the  '50s,and  in  his  death  the 
community  lost  a  man  who  had  long  been  engaged 
in  advancing  both  his  own  interests  and  those  of  his 
neighbors.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He 
was  widely  known  tliroughout  this  locality,  and  en- 
joyed the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
liim.     Our  subject's  mother  died  several  years  ago. 

Mr.  Azbcll  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county,  sur- 
rounded on  every  side  by  nature  clothed  in  her 
primitive  dress,  and  naturally  passed  through  the 
privations  and  hardships  common  to  pioneer  life. 
But  this  IS  a  busy  work-a-day  world,  and  energy 
goon  counts  in  the  race  of  life.  At  an  early  age  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
has  always  found  farm  life  very  agreeable.  True, 
his  education  was  not  very  extensive,  since  the  ad- 
vantages offered  young  people  in  those  days  were 
few,  but  b^-  reading  and  careful  attention  to  the 
events  of  the  day  he  has  educated  himself  very 
highly. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  October 
17, 1876,  to  Nancy  J.  Smith,  born  in  Missouri,  and 
daughter  of  Daniel  Smith.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  one  daughter,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Az- 
bell owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
that  is  splendidly  cultivated.  He  also  has  a  fine 
barn  and  a  handsome  residence.  The  barn  is  espe- 
cially attractive,  being  36x54  feet  in  dimension, 
and  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  His  sympa- 
thies are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  is  air 
ways  a  strong  advocate  of  those  political  measures 
that  promise  to  benefit  his  county  and  State.     He 
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is  a  public-spirited  man,  and  one  who  has  met  wilh 
success  in  his  journey  through  life.  As  a  success- 
ful agriculturist  he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation 
in  commercial  circles,  and  is  accorded  high  esteem 
and  confidence,  llis  life  furnishes  an  example  that  1 
busy  "bread-winners"  would  do  well  to  imitate.         , 


HARLES  H0V7ARD  is  well  known  through- 
out this  section,  as  he  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  county  as  boy  and  man  for  nearly 
sixty  years.  He  has  witnessed  with  patriotic  prido 
the  greater  part  of  its  growth  and  has  assisted  its 
development  in  various  ways,  and  at  one  time  was 
prominent  in  its  political  and  civic  life.  His  home 
is  now  in  Harris  Township,  where^he  has  a  well- 
improved  and  well-appointed  farm. 

Mr.  Howard  was  born  June  26,  1822,  in  Morgan 
County  Ohio.  In  1831  he  came  to  this  State  with 
his  parents,  Samuel  and  Anna  (Alderman)  Howard. 
The}'  located  in  Farmers  Township  and  sold  that 
claim  before  the  land  came  into^markel,  his  father 
then  buying  a  piece  of  wild  land  on  the  Lewis- 
town  and  Bernadotte  road,  not  far  from  the  village 
of  Bernadotte,  Bernadotte  Township.  Our  sub- 
ject can  well  remember  hearing  the  wolves  howl 
in  Table  Grove,  when  they  lived  in  their  pioneer 
home  there.  His  parents  were  ver}'  poor  and  their 
only  wealth  consisted  in  a  team  of  oxen.  The  first 
summer  of  their  residence  here,  the  crops  failed 
and  in  the  following  winter  provisions  were  high 
and  the  family  had  a  hard  time  to  get  along.  The 
wolves  killed  two  of  the  oxen,  so  Mr.  Howard  had 
to  abandon  his  land  tlie  next  summer,  ten  acres  of 
wiiich  he  had  broken,  and  he  sold  his  claim  to 
Robert  Hughes.  He  then  rented  a  piece  of  land 
near  Isaac  Cadwalleder.  He  and  his  family  win- 
tered there  one  season  and  the  next  winter  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land.  lie  was  an  honest,  hard- 
working man,  and  in  time  became  better  off. 

Our  subject  was  reared  amid  pioneer  scenes,  and 
the  life  of  self-sacrifice  and  hard  toil  early  made 
him  self-reliant  and  resourceful.  After  he  attained 
manhood  he  married  and  established  himself  in 
life,  taking  as  his  wife  Miss  Susan  Clemm,  a  daugh- 


ter of  Samuel  Clemm.  The}'  had  two  children — 
Samuel  B.  and  Nancy  E.  Samuel  lives  at  home 
with  his  parents.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Hollister 
and  they  have  seven  children.  Nancy  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Sylvester  E.  Mead,  a  farmer  of  Marietta, 
his  farm  adjoining  the  town;    they  have  one  child. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  had  taken  place 
February  13,  1844,  and  he  had  taken  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Cass  Township.  In  1855  he  removed  to 
Marietta,  selling  his  place  on  the  Spoon  River,  and 
in  that  town  he  entered  into  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. From  that  he  went  into  politics,  and  was 
elected  County  Treasurer.  Thereupon  he  went  tc 
live  at  Lewistown,  the  county  seat. 

Mr.  Howard  held  that  important  office  four  years 
and  in  the  management  of  its  affairs  showed  gooc 
financial  ability,  clear  discernment  and  sound  in- 
tegrity. At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  removed 
back  to  the  village  of  Marietta  and  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near  by,  and  has 
since  given  his  attention  wholly  to  agriculture, never 
caring  to  mingle  further  in  public  life.  In  politi- 
cal views  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  always  stood 
firmlj'  by  his  party.  In  religion,  he  is  a  strong  Meth- 
odist, and  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  church 
ever  since  he  identified  himself  with  it. 


I     f)  social, 

jlL-^Y,   county 


EVVIS  C.  BREEDEN  is  prominent  in  the 
literary  and  political  life  of  this 
as  editor  of  the  Lewiston  News,  a 
journal  ably  conducted  in  the  interests  of  the 
Democratic  party;  and  as  Secretar}'  of  the  County 
Central  Democratic  Committee.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  county,  born  in  Woodland  Township,  October 
14,  1861.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Lewis  Bree- 
den,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  from  there  dur- 
ing some  period  of  his  life  he  went  to  Indiana,  and 
thence  came  to  Illinois  in  1848,  and  located  among 
the  pioneers  of  Pike  County.  He  now  resides  in 
the  village  of  Summum,  in  this  county,  and  is  sev- 
enty-eight years  old.  His  life-record  has  been  such 
as  to  secure  him  respect  and  esteem  from  all  who 
know  him.  His  wife, who  is  the  stay  and  comfort  of 
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his  declining  j'ears,  was  a  native  of  tlie  State  of 
New  York,  and  her  maiden  name  was  Anna  Handee. 

John  H.  Breeden,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his  parents  in  Indiana. 
He  was  young  when  he  accompanied  them  to  Pike 
County,  this  Slate,  and  tliere  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  He  was  a  studious  lad,  eagerly  taking  ad- 
vantage of  every  opportunity  for  securing  an  edu- 
cation, and  while  yet  in  his  teens  taught  school. 
He  was  ambitious  to  become  a  doctor,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  commenced  the  study  of  medi 
cine  and  became  a  student  of  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege, of  Chicago.  At  the  close  of  his  medical 
education  he  established  himself  in  Summum,  and 
has  been  in  active  practice  there  since,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  county,  standing 
deservedly  iiigh  in  his  profession. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Sarah  Sloner.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Gtoner.  The  wedded  life  of 
herself  and  Dr.  Breeden  has  been  one  of  mutual 
happiness  and  contentment,  and  has  been  blessed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  whom  they 
have  carefully  educated  and  trained  to  useful  and 
honorable  lives,  whose  names  arc  as  follows:  Har- 
vey O.,  Lewis  C.  and  DoUie.  Harvey  is  pastor  of 
the  Centra]  Christian  Church  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biograpliical  review  is 
liberally  educated.  He  pursued  a  course  of  study 
at  Abingdon  College,  and  then  entered  Butler  Uni- 
versity at  Irvington,  Ind.,  one  of  the  finest  insti- 
tutions of  learning  in  the  West,  and  was  a  student 
there  for  four  3'ears.  He  inherited  scholarly  estates 
and  applied  himself  closely  to  his  books,  and  was 
graduated  with  honor  in  the  class  of  1884.  He  was 
well  equipped  for  any  career  that  he  might  choose 
to  follow,  and  as  he  had  a  decided  inclination  to- 
wards journalism,  he  bought  the  office  and  appur- 
tenances of  the  Lewistown  News,  and  has  since  de- 
voted himself  to  the  management  of  the  paper  in 
connection  with  job  printing.  The  paper  is  well 
conducted,  is  a  bright,  newsy,  original  sheet,  and 
has  a  good  circulation  that  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  party  lines,  for  though  our  subject  is  true  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  p.irty,  he  is  by  no 
means  unrestrictingly  aggressive,  and  is  not  offen- 
sive in  his  defense  of  party  issues.     He  is  one  of 


the  rising  young  men  of  the  county,  with  a  promis- 
ing future  before  him.  He  possesses  pleasant  social 
qualities  and  is  popular  among  his  associates.  He 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Kenneth  Lodge,  No. 
140,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

February  2,  1888,  Mr.  Breeden  and  Miss  Susie 
Wertman,  a  native  of  Lewistown  Township,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Wertman,  were  united 
in  marriage.  The  home  that  they  have  established 
in  Lewistown  is  pleasant  and  attractive,  and  is  the 
center  of  a  charming  hospilalil3'. 


AVID  A.  PHILLIPS.  Everybody  in  Orion 
}]j  Township  knows  David  Phillips,  who  re- 


W 


sides  on  section  1 ,  where  he  has  a  6ne  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres,  which  his  son  man- 
ages while  he  is  actively  engaged  in  wagon-making, 
painting,  etc.  He  is  a  whole-souled,  liberal-spirited 
citizen,  and  his  many  genial,  pleasant  qualities  make 
him  popular  with  the  entire  community. 

Our  subject  comes  of  fine  old  Revolutionary 
stock,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Luke  Phillips'  serv- 
ing in  the  Continental  Army,  seven  years  and  three 
months  during  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Phillips'  par- 
ents, Nehemiah  and  Rhoba  Phillips  were  natives  of 
Rhode  Island.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Hopkins,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Hop- 
kins, the  grandson  of  Benoui  Hopkins.  John  Brown, 
an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Phillips  was  one  of  the  leaders 
engaged  in  throwing  the  tea  overboard  in  Boston 
Harbor.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  six  are  still  living: 
Nanc3',  wife  of  lleman  Holcomb;  Morgan,  who 
married  Miss  Hough talen  and  resides  in  Peoria 
County;  David  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Rhoba, 
wife  of  Jacob  Bevierof  Stockbridge,  Mich.;  Henry 
AV.,  who  married  Susan  Irons  and  lives  in  Ne- 
braska; Achsah,  wife  of  Lorenzo  Brunson  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  October  18,  1820. 
In  early  manhood  he  came  westward  as  far  as  Ft. 
Wa3'ne,  Ind.,  and  in  that  place  it  was  his  good 
fortune  to  meet  with  Miss  Rebecca  I.  Knox,  whom 
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he  persuaded  to  share  with  him  his  life  and  fortunes, 
and  to  her  he  is  greatly  indebted  for  his  present 
prosperous  circumstances.  Their  union  lias  been 
blessed  with  seven  children,  viz:  Albina,  married 
William  ^lilam  of  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Anetta,  wife  of 
John  Hown  of  Lane  County,  Ore.;  Orlando,  who 
married  Emma  Tindall  and  lives  in  Farmington; 
Ira  Melvin,  who  married  Belle  Loman  and  lives  in 
Peoria  County;  Edgar  A.,  who  married  Ida  Opie 
and  lives  with  his  father;  Seward  Lincoln,who  mar- 
ried Cora  Gamble  and  lives  in  Peoria  County-,  and 
Mary  E..  who  resides  at  home. 

When  a  boy  Mr.  Pliillips  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tanner,  and  afterward  acquired  that  of  a  carpenter 
and  also  wagon-making  and  painting.  He  came  to 
Orion  Township  in  1874,  and  opened  a  shop  for 
the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  also  identified  him- 
self with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  place  and 
has  a  well-improved  farm.  Mr.  Phillips  is  skillful 
in  his  calling  and  b}'  well  directed  and  incessant 
labor,  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  property,  and 
is  conducting  a  good  business  which  brings  him  in 
an  excellent  income.  He  is  a  man  of  steadj^  habits, 
is  a  kind  and  helpful  neighbor  and  is  in  every  way 
to  be  relied  on.  He  is  a  loyal  and  law  abiding  citi- 
zen, interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  country,  and 
has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party 
which  finds  in  him  a  true  supporter. 

Jn  AMES  M.  WHITE.  On  the  opposite  page 
is  presented  a  portrait  of  this  gentleman, 
who  is  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  late  war,  in 
'  which  he  fought  bravely  and  sacrificed 
much  for  the  sake  of  his  country.  He  is  the  son  of 
a  pioneer  of  this  county,  and  now  resides  with  his 
brother  on  the  old  homestead  that  his  fallier  im- 
proved from  the  wilderness  on  section  11,  Berna- 
dotte  I'ownship. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  William  and  Malinda 
(Januar}')  White,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Greenbrier  County,  W.  Va.,  and  Adams  County, 
Ohio.  The}-  passed  the  early  years  of  their  mar- 
ried life  in  Ohio,  and  came  from  there  to  Cuba, 
this  county,  in  1849.     They  lived  there  one  year, 


and  then  located  on  the  farm  of  eighty  acres,  where 
our  subject  now  lives,  and  here  their  declining 
years  were  passed  in  peace  and  comfort. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was  horn 
in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  August  25,  1836.  He  re- 
ceived his  schooling  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  State  and  of  Illinois.  He  was  here  reared  to 
the  life  of  a  farmer.  When  the  war  broke  out,  he 
was  among  the  first  to  lay  aside  his  work  and  vol- 
unteer to  aid  in  defending  the  starsand  stripes.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Fifty  fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
bore  a  gallant  part  in  the  following  battles:  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  Corinth,  Arkansas  Post,  and  in  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  where  he  was  ac- 
tive in  the  two  charges;  he  also  fought  at  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and  in  man}'  other  engagements  and  skirm- 
ishes. The  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  in  which 
he  engaged  June  26,  1864,  will  ever  be  memorable 
to  him,  as  it  was  there  he  was  wounded  and  crip- 
pled for  life.  He  was  struck  on  the  right  knee  with 
a  musket  ball  which  shattered  his  leg,  rendering 
amputation  necessary  on  the  same  da}-.  He  pa- 
tiently endured  the  severe  sufferings  caused  by  the 
operation,  and  was  removed  to  Resaca,  Cia.,  whence 
he  was  takcu  to  Rome,  in  the  same  State,  and  thence 
to  Springfield,  III.  He  remained  in  the  hospital  in 
that  city  until  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  June  1,  1865. 

After  his  bitter  experiences  of  life  on  Southern 
battlefields  and  in  the  hospitals,  our  subject  re- 
turned to  his  old  home.  He  had  won  a  military 
record  that  placed  him  high  among  the  brave  sol- 
diers who  so  nobly  fought  for  the  Union,  and  to 
whose  unflinching  courage  and  steadfast  adherence 
to  the  cause  we  owe  it  to-daj'  that  our  glorious  flag 
is  waving  over  a  free  and  undivided  country.  He 
served  long  and  faithfully,  and  showed  on  every 
occasion  that  he  possessed  the  true  soldierly  quali- 
ties valued  by  a  leader,  and  proving  to  him  that 
his  men  will  face  every  danger  without  question 
and  perform  every  duty  with  conscientious  fidel- 
ity. In  two  years  after  he  enlisted,  he  veteranized 
with  his  regiment,  and  was  with  it  until  he  was  in- 
capacitated for  further  service  by  his  wound. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  White  has  lived 
quietly  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  brother.  He 
is  so  crippled  tiiat  he  is  unable  to  do  much  hard  la- 
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bor,  but  his  sister-in-law  finds  him  of  great  assist- 
ance in  caring  for  tlie  children,  and  in  doing  the 
thousand  and  one  nameless  little  acts  that  are  so 
helpful.  He  is  partly  indemnified  for  what  he  lias 
suffered  for  the  salie  of  his  country,  by  a  pension 
from  the  Government.  He  received  $24  per  month 
until  1888,  when  the  sum  was  increased  to  $36  a 
month.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  President,  for 
Buchanan,  the  only  Democrat  he  ever  voted  for, 
and  is  sorry  he  did  so.  He  has  ever  been  a  loyal 
citizen,  both  in  time  of  peace  and  in  time  of  war, 
and  is  well  known  throughout  the  community  as  an 
honest,  upright  and  warm  hearted  man. 


«^  LEXANDER  SLACK  is  one  of  the  most 
(^0|    intelligent   and  practical  members  of  the 

|ll  farming  community,  that  is  building  up 
^  and  carrying  on  the  extensive  agricultural 
interests  of  Farmington  Township.  He  is  a  son  of 
John  Slack,  a  native  of  Derbyshire,  England.where 
ho  carried  on  business  as  a  shuttle-maker  for  many 
years.  He  died  in  the  land  of  his  birth  when  sixty- 
six  years  old.  His  wife  was  Ann  Gardshidcand  she 
was  also  a  native  of  Derbyshire.  She  was  liis  sec- 
ond wife  and  the  mother  of  eight  cliildren,  of  whom 
the  following  seven  grew  to  maturity:  Alexander, 
Deborah,  Moses,  Josiah,  Nathaniel  G..  Robert, 
Francis  and  Margaret.  Aaron,  who  died  in  in- 
fanc}-.  and  Moses  were  twins;  Deborah  is  now 
Mrs.  Hilton  and  resides  in  Abilene,  Kan.;  Moses 
lives  in  California;  Josiah,  a  graduate  of  Rusli 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  practiced  medicine  at 
Cuba  for  several  years  after  the  late  war  in  which 
he  was  Captain  of  a  company  in  the  Nineteenth 
Illinois  Infantry.  Natlianiel  was  also  a  doctor  and 
practiced  in  Rushville,  111.  some  twenty-five  years. 
He  died  there  in  August,  1887;  Robert  enlisted  in 
tlie  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
gave  up  his  life  for  the  country  of  his  adoption; 
Frances  married  Joab  Shinn,  and  died  in  1878; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Wallace  Shryock. 

Alexander  Slack  was  born  in  a  small  village  by 
the  name  of  Mellor  in  Derbyshire,  England,  April 
21,  1822.     He  began  to  work  in  the  cotton    mills 


at  tlie  earlj'  [age  of,  eight  years.  This  deprived 
him  of  his  schooling,  and  as  he  was  a]  bright  bo}-, 
his  old  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Blackshaw.  wlio  took][a 
liking  to  him,  expressed  regrets  at  the  idea  of  his 
having  to  leave  school  at  so  tender  an  age,  but  his 
father's  limited  circumstances  forced  him  to  with- 
draw the  child  that  he  might  help  in  supporting 
the  family.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  our  subject 
married  February  14,  1844,  Miss  Esther  Cross,  a 
native  of  Manchester.  Her  father,  Thomas  Cross, 
was  at  one  time  a  soldier  in  the  English  army,  and 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  His  eyes  were 
injured  and  he  was  a  pensioner  from  the  Royal 
Treasury.  In  later  life  he  became  a  twister  in  a 
factory.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Esther 
Jackson.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
twelve  children:  John,  George,  Charlotte,  James, 
Mary  Ann,  Ann,  Mary,  Esther.  Thomas.  Elizabeth, 
Alice  andSarah. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slack  have  had  two  children:  John 
who  died  in  England  at  the  age  of  one  jear;  and 
William  H.  The  latter  is  a  resident  of  Farmington 
Township.  He  married  Nettie  Leeper  and  they 
have  four  cliildren — Stella  May,  Albert  Lee,  Lora 
Alexander  and  Arthur  ^a,y. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  came  to 
America  in  1846.  landing  in  New  York,  October 
12.  Their  destination  was  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  There 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slack  engaged  as  weavers  in  a  cot- 
ton-mill, and  were  thus  employed  three  years.  He 
did  not  like  the  confinement  necessitated  by  his 
work,  and  wishing  to  become  more  independent  and 
have  more  freedom  of  .action,  he  came  to  Illinoib 
in  1849  b}'  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the 
Great  Lakes. 

After  he  arrived  in  this  State  he  embarked  on  the 
La  Salle  Canal  and  journeyed  on  that  until  he  ar- 
rived at  the  Illinois  River,  and  on  that  stream  con- 
tinued on  his  way  to  C^opperas  Creek  landing. 
When  he  came  to  his  destination  he  had  $450  in 
his  pocket,  with  which  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Farmington  Township.  He  has  done  well 
at  his  calling  and  now  owns  a  well-improved  farm 
of  eighty  acres  on  which  he  has  a  substantial  home 
where  he  and  his  family  enjoj-  the  comforts  of  life. 
He  possesses  a  keen  intellect,  is  broad  and  progres- 
sive in  his  views.     He  is  a  close  observer  and  a 
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careful  reader,  and  is  tborouglil\'  in  sympathy  v.itli 
movements  of  a  political,  social  and  religious  or- 
der. In  regard  to  the  latter  point  he  is  a  free 
thinker,  having  been  brought  around  to  this  state 
of  mind  by  long  and  careful  stud}'.  He  became  a 
voter  in  1866,  and  voted  for  John  C.  Fremont  for 
President.  He  is  at  present  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  is  an  advocate  of  tariff  re- 
form. 


WILLIAM  G.  8WARTZ.  Among  the  goodly 
number  of  farmers  of  Fulton  County,  who 
J  ^  have  won  a  competence  from  the  product- 
ive soil  and  have  retired  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
industr}',  is  the  gentleman  above  named.  He  has 
long  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  Young  Hickory- 
Township,  in  which  he  has  acted  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  twenty  four  3'ears.  His  fine  farm  consists 
of  two  hundred  and  fortj'  acres  on  section  12,  and 
with  its  beautiful  groves,  orchard,  well-tilled  fields 
and  comfortable  buildings,  is  an  attractive  feature 
in  the  landscape.  The  acreage  has  been  devoted 
principally  to  raising  corn  and  feeding  cattle  and 
hogs,  which  Mr.  Swartz  has  both  raised  and  bought 
in  considerable  numbers.  The  cattle  are  of  high 
grade  and  some  fine  horses  are  also  bred  on  the 
place. 

Mr.  Swartz  is  of  German  ancestry  in  the  paternal 
line  and  comes  of  old  Pennsylvania  families.  His 
grandfather  Swartz  was  a  farmer  in  that  State  and 
his  father,  Henry  Swartz,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tanner  and  currier.  He  removed  from  his  native 
county  of  Washington  to  Pleasant  Unity,  West- 
moreland County,  where  he  successful!}'  tarried  on 
a  tanyard  and  later  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
successful  in  worldly  affairs  and  a  useful  member 
of-  the  community.  At  various  times  he  served  as 
Assessor  and  Collector  and  was  also  a  member  of 
ihe  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for  years.  As 
Class-Leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcoixal  Church  he 
assisted  in  religious  work  for  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Margaret  Gardner,  and  was  a  native  of 
Westmoreland  Count}',  Pa.  Her  father,  Christo- 
pher Gardner,  was    born    in    Adams  County,  but 


spent  many  years  of  his  life  at  Pleasant  Unity.  He 
was  a  miller  and  followed  his  trade  and  farming. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Swartz  came 
West,  bought  a  farm  in  this  locality  and  lived 
thereon  until  her  death,  in  1873.  She  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Her  children  are  William  G.,  of  whom  we  write; 
Mrs.  Caroline  Phillippi,  who  lives  in  Young  Hick- 
ory Township;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Reamer,  in  Prairie 
City;  Catherine,  who  died  in  Galesburg  in  1873; 
Mrs.  Mary  Phillippi,  in  Hancock  County;  Mrs. 
Lucia  Welty,  in  Young  Hickory  Township;  John, 
of  London  Mills;  Christopher,  who  died  in  1865; 
Henry,  in  London  Mills;  .\lexander,  a  civil  en- 
gineer in  California.  John,  Christopher  and  Henry 
belonged  to  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Infantry,  serving  their  country  from 
1862  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Christopher  was 
Wounded  at  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge  and 
died  from  the  effects  of  the  wound  soon  after  the 
war.     John  held  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Pleasant  Unity,  Pa., 
October  7,1825.  When  old  enough  to  do  so  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier  and  became 
a  partner  with  bis  father.  He  did  not  like  the 
business,  the  work  being  too  heavy  for  his  health, 
which  was  not  the  best,  and  after  the  connection 
had  continued  three  years  it  was  dissolved.  The 
young  man  then  began  teaching  school,  but  this 
occupation  proved  no  more  agreeable  to  him  and 
in  the  spring  of  1851  he  came  West.  Reaching  this 
county  and  the  home  of  his  grandfather  Gardner, 
he  taught  school  one  summer,  then  returned  to  his 
native  State,  spent  the  winter  and  again  came  to 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Swartz  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  the  land 
lie  now  owns,  which  was  devoid  of  any  improve- 
ments except  a  log  cabin.  The  new  owner  taught 
a  term,  after  which  he  gave  his  entire  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  his  farm  and  its  thorough  cul- 
tivation. He  has  added  to  his  original  acreage  and 
placed  the  estate  in  the  fine  condition  before  noted. 
The  log  house  in  which  he  first  resided  was  replaced 
in  1859-60  by  a  brick  dwelling,  the  material  for 
which  was  made  by  himself. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Swartz  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Welty  took   place  in  the  Keystone  State,  January 
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15,  1857.  The  bride  was  born  in  Pleasant  Unity 
and  exhibited  the  sterling  traits  of  character  which 
won  the  respect  of  those  who  knew  her  and  are  held 
in  reverent  remembrance  by  her  family.  She  entered 
into  rest  May  22.  1890.  The  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swartz  includes  two  living  children  and  a  son, 
John,  who  died  when  sixteen  years  old.  Anna  V. 
is  the  wife  of  John  B.  Hagaman,  their  liome  being 
in  Fairview  Township;  Harry  is  married  and  lives 
in  tiie  olil  home  with  his  father. 

Mr. Swartz  filled  the  office  of  Supervisor  one  term. 
He  is  ademitted  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at 
Kairview,and  has  a  letter  from  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Midway,  which  is  now  extinct. 
He  belongs  to  the  Democratic  parly,  has  frequently 
been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions  and  was 
Centr.ll  Committeeman  two  years.  His  fellow-men 
liold  him  in  good  repute  as  a  man  of  honorable 
character,  intelligence  and  usefulness. 


/?;^?:ORGE  W.  CURFMAN  is  a  fine  rcpresen- 
jll  (— ,  tativp  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  fought  so 
^^^  nobly  in  the  late  war,  and  to  whose  un- 
flinching courage  and  unswerving  lo3'alt3'  it  is  due 
that  our  glorious  banner  waves  over  a  free  and 
undivided  country.  He  is  a  highly  respected  resi- 
dent of  Harris  Township,  where  he  is  acting  as  the 
efficient  agent  of  the  Toledo,  Peoria  and  Warsaw 
Railway  Company,  at  the  station  at  the  village  of 
Seville. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  early  pioneer 
families  of  this  county,  of  which  he  is  a  native, 
born  at  Barker's  Grove,  March  2,  1843.  His  par- 
ents, Adam  and  Elizabeth  Curfman,  were  natives 
respectively  of  P'rederick  County,  Md.  and  Vir- 
ginia, the  former  born  in  1791,  and  the  latter  in 
1806.  They  were  married  in  Franklin  Count^^, 
Ohio,  in  1831,  and  came  immediately  to  this  county, 
and  began  their  wedded  life  in  a  primitive  pioneer 
home  at  Lewistown.  They  located  on  the  banks  of 
Big  Creek,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Ike  Harris 
place,  and  there  Mr.  Curfman  made  his  first  clear- 
ing. He  and  his  wife  lived  there  the  ensuing  year, 
but  during  the  year  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  he  took 


his  wife  and  the  one  child  that  had  been  born  to 
them  in  the  meantime,  to  Mason  City  for  safety,  and 
while  there  stayed  in  the  blockhouse  and  watclied 
the  Indians.  After  the  close  of  hostilities  with  the 
savages  in  1833,  the  family  removed  to  where  the 
village  of  Marietta  now  stands,  and  there  Mr.  Curf- 
man built  the  first  house  that  was  ever  erected  in 
that  town.  He  lived  there  two  years  and  then  en- 
tered a  piece  of  land  at  Barker's  Grove,  where  he 
remained  until  about  1845,  when  he  came  to  Harris 
Township,  and  settled  on  section  12.  He  opened 
up  a  farm  here  on  which  he  dwelt  until  1855,  when 
he  sold  it,  having  traded  for  it  in  the  first  place. 
To  the  last  place  he  purchased  he  had  been  given  a 
forged  deed,  and  the  rightful  owner  subsequently 
took  possession  of  the  land  and  in  his  old  age  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  left  without  a  home,  when 
George  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  After  that  mis- 
fortune Mr.  Curfman  went  to  Cass  Township  in 
1858  and  rented  a  farm  and  there  made  his  home 
until  death  closed  his  mortal  career  February  7, 
1882,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-one  years,  he 
having  arrived  at  that  age  the  September  previous. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  in  all 
respects  an  honest,  upright  man. 

George  Curfman,  of  whom  we  write,  was  reared 
in  this  his  native  county  and  gleaned  his  education 
in  its  district  schools.  When  the  war  broke  out  lie 
was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  and  with  enthusias- 
tic ardor  and  patriotism  he  resolved  to  give  his 
services  to  his  countrj',  and  if  need  be  sacrifice  his 
life  for  the  old  flag.  October  19, 1861,  he  enlisted 
at  Canton  in  Company  D,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. From  Chicago  his  regiment  was  dispatched 
to  the  South  and  our  subject  had  the  honor  of  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  thirty-three  different  bat- 
tles, among  which  were  those  fought  at  Shiloh, 
Corinth,  Champion  Hills,  Jackson  (M.'ss.),  Black 
River  and  Vicksburg.  He  was  present  at  the  as- 
saults on  that  city  and  he  fought  at  Missionary 
Ridge,  Kenesaw  Mountains,  did  good  service  at 
Atlanta,  at  Ezra  Church  and  at  Jonesboro.  Mr. 
Curfman  was  one  of  the  brave  men  who  attacked  Ft. 
McCallister  and  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C,  which  was  the  last  of  the  many  big 
battles  in  which  he  fought.  He  was  an  actor  in 
many  skirmishes,  took  part  with  his  regiment  in 
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all  its  fights  and  was  under  fire  one  hundred  days. 
He  was  with  Sherman  in  his  march  to  the  sea  and 
through  the  Carolinas  to  Washington  where  lie 
took  part  in  the  Grand  Review. 

Mr.  Curf  man  had  a  long  and  lionorable  career  as 
a  soldier,  lacking  but  a  few  daj'S  of  four  years'  con- 
tinuous service.  During  that  time  he  had  veteran- 
ized after  three  years  for  another  three  years,  or 
during  tlie  war.  He  was  twice  wounded;  once  at 
the  battle  of  Kenesaw  by  a  piece  of  shell,  but  he 
pluckily  remained  with  his  regiment,  and  was  again 
hit  by  a  musket  ball  the  10th  of  August,  1864,  in 
front  of  Atlanta.  The  latter  wound  laid  him  up 
for  about  two  weeks,  but  he  sturdily  refused  to  go 
to  the  hospital.  He  still  bears  the  scars  so  bravely 
won  by  him  while  defending  his  country's  honor. 
After  the  Grand  Review  the  rest  of  the  army  was 
mustered  out,  but  the  Second  Division  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps,which  included  our  subject's  regiment, 
was  sent  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  where  he  and  his 
comrades  continued  in  service  two  months,  and 
were  then  honorably  discharged  and  sent  home. 

After  his  long  and  hard  experience  of  life  in  the 
army  our  subject  returned  to  Fulton  Count3',  and 
quietly  resumed  farming,  tlie  occupation  to  which 
he  liad  been  bred.  In  187:3  he  obtained  the  com- 
panionship and  help  of  a  good  wife  in  his  labors,  by 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Plicebe  J.  Watson,  of  Smith- 
field,  the  daughter  of  A.  S.  Watson,  a  well-known 
man  of  this  county.  Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Curfman  have  lived  in  Harris  Township, where 
he  has  held  the  position  of  agent  for  the  past  five 
years,  at  the  Seville  station  on  the  Toledo,  Peoria 
(t  Warsaw  Railway.  He  also  operates  the  engine 
for  the  pumping  works  in  connection  with  his  other 
duties.  He  is  prompt  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  devoting  his  best  energies  to  looking 
after  the  interests  of  the  company  that  employs 
him,  and  is  regarded  by  the  officials  of  the  road 
as  one  of  their  most  useful  men. 

Five  children  have  blessed  their  marriage  to  our 
subject  and  his  amiable  wife,  whom  they  have 
named:  Charles  C,  Mary  Ellen,  Joseph  Martin, 
John  L.,  and  Lula  May.  Mr.  Curfman  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  but  does  not  care  to  take  a  very 
active  part  in  the  political  life  of  the  town,  though 
tlie   value  of  his  citizenship  is  never  questioned, 


He  proved  his  loyalty  by  his  conduct  during  the 
war.  He  was  then  often  in  the  midst  of  very  hotly 
contested  battles,  and  of  one  of  these  the  history 
of  his  regiment  states  that  five  hundred  and  twelve 
men  went  into  the  fight,  and  in  two  houis  and 
twenty  minutes,  two  hundred  and  forty-eiglil  of 
them  had  been  slain  by  the  enemj'  or  severely 
wounded,  and  twenty-six  were  taken  prisoners. 


-^1 
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M.  WATSON.  It  is  im|)0ssible  in  a  brief 
biographical  sketch  to  render  full  justice  to 
prominent  men,  and  yet  there  are  some  who 
f/  are  so  intimately  and  clearly  identified  with 
tlie  county's  welfare,  and  whose  names  are  so  fa- 
miliar to  all  that  it  is  only  justice  to  dwell  upon 
what  they  have  done  and  the  influence  of  their  ca- 
reer upon  others,  not  as  empty  words  of  praise,  but 
the  plain  statement  of  a  plain  truth.  To  this  class 
belongs  J.  M.  Watson,  commonly  called  "Roe" 
Watson,  Assessor  of  Cass  Township,  who  is  a  young 
man  of  indisputable  ability,  and  good  business 
habits,  and  one  alike  popular  in  social  and  mercan- 
tile circles.  He  is  an  active,  wide-awake  farmer, 
and  has  won  great  success  in  pursuing  this,  his  fa- 
vorite occupation. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  on  section  29,  this 
township  on  the  19th  of  July,  1852,  he  being 
the  son  of  John  D.  and  Catharine  (Cameron)  Wat- 
son, natives  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  respectivel3'. 
His  father  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
in  this  Slate,  and  experienced  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  incidental  to  a  residence  in  an  unde- 
veloped country.  lie  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  beloved  wife  in  1856.  To  them  had 
been  born  three  children,  all  of  whom  reached  rna- 
turit3%  but  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one  liv- 
ing at  tlie  present  writing.  His  father  was  married 
again  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Oregon. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  recipient  of  a 
common-school  education,  but  at  an  early  age  man- 
ifested a  lively  interest  in  educational  matters,  and 
an  amount  of  industiy  and  integrity  of  purpose 
that  could  but  result  in  success.  Following  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  he  has  always   devoted    hi* 
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attention  to  farming,  witli  the  exception  of  a  few 
years  during  wiiich  time  lie  tried  railroading.  At 
tlie  ear!}'  age  of  twenty-one  be  commenced  to  make 
a  business  record  for  himself,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  estate  near  Smithfield,  and  also  of  an 
elegant  residence. 

Mr.  Watson  was  married  April  3,  1873,  to  Miss 
M^ry  C.  Cable,  daughter  of  Solomon  Cable,  and 
immediately  after  his  marriage  settled  upon  his 
present  farm,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  excellent  land  all  in  a  bod3',  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  which  are  in  a  state  of  perfect  culti- 
vation. Besides  agriculture,  be  is  also  largely  in- 
terested in  stock-raising,  buying  and  selling  all  the 
time. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, viz:  Carrie  B.,  Sadie  C,  Josie  M.,  James  H., 
John  H.,  and  William  E.  all  of  whom  are  living  at 
the  present  date.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of 
Smitblield  Lodge  No.  103,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  Treasurer,  and  others  of 
equal  importance.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  issues,  voting  the  Deraccratic  ticket,  and 
has  at  various  times  been  a  delegate  to  conventions. 
His  interest  in  school  matters  is  very  pronounced, 
and  bis  children  are  all  receiving  excellent  instruc- 
tion. Mr.  Watson  is  classed  among  the  pre-eminently 
successful  agriculturists  of  Cass  Township,  and  has 
lost  no  opportunity  for  improving  bis  estate,  or 
contributing  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity who  hold  him  in  such  hi<>b  esteem. 


^^^EORGE    FOUTS.      This    gentleman    is    the 


C 


jlj  g=,  owner  and  occupant  of  a  productive  tract 
^^s!  of  land  on  section  12,  Lee  Township,  which 
he  purchased  and  took  possession  of  in  the  spring 
of  1870.  The  farm  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  and  a  quarter  acres,  bears  the  usual  im- 
provements, and  is  so  managed  as  to  bring  forth 
abundant  crops  of  good  quality. 

Our  subject  comes  of  a  good  family,  being  a  son 
of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Kuhn)  Fonts,  who  were 
natives  of  the  Keystone  State.    From  that  common- 


wealth they  came  to  EUisville,  this  county,  in  1852. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1871,  and  the  father 
breathed  his  last  in  Iowa  ten  years  later.  Mr. 
Fonts  was  an  own  cousin  of  the  well-known  Simon 
Cameron.  Our  subject  is  a  twin  of  John  Fonts, 
now  living  in  EUisville,  their  natal  day  having 
been  February  18,  1826.  Their  native  place  was 
Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  iu  the  district  schools 
they  were  educated.  In  the  fall  of  1850,  be  of 
wiiom  wo  write  was  married,  and  immediately  af- 
terward engaged  in  digging  iron  ore  at  $16  per 
month.  The  man  who  could  obtain  that  remunera- 
tion was  considered  an  extra  hand. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
county  in  1852,  and  locating  at  EUisville,  worked 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  wagon-making  until 
1870.  During  that  period  he  made  three  trips 
across  the  plains,  spending  one  winter  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  He  next  located  on  the  estate  which  he  still 
occupies,  from  the  operation  of  which  be  has  been 
gaining  a  good  maintenance,  .and  laying  up  some- 
thing against  a  rainy  da^  . 

Tbe  good  wife  of  Mr.  Fonts  w.as  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, January  19,  1828,  and  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Miss  Eliza  M.  Shaffer.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Lowe)  Shaffer, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  are  now  de- 
ceased, the  mother  having  died  in  1852,  and  the 
father  in  1875.  Mrs.  Fonts  is  the  third  child  and 
eldest  daughter  in  a  group  consisting  of  four  boj-s 
and  four  girls.  She  became  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
November  14,  1850.  iind  has'  striven  hard  to  he  a 
capable  helpmate  and  a  wise  mother.  She  is  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  an  excel- 
lent housekeeper,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know 
her. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fonts  have  had  fourteen  children. 
Three  sons  and  three  daughters  died  when  young. 
The  living  are  Frank  F.,  born  March  3,  1856,  and 
still  living  with  his  parents;  FAla.  M.,  born  May  11, 
1858,  now  tbe  wife  of  Charles  Staton,  living  at 
Lewistown;  Agnes  S.,  born  December  13,  1859. 
still  at  home;  Clara  A.,  born  October  27,  1861,  and 
living  in  Colorado;  George  W.,  born  August  28, 
1864,  who  married  Amanda  Lathbury,  and  lives  at 
Leivistown ;  Robert  Sherman,  born  September  9, 
1866,  now  living  in  Shelby  City,  Iowa;  Emma  La 
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Rue,  born  December  2,  1869,  a  teacher  in  this 
county;  Flora  Belle,  boru  February  17,  1873,  at- 
tending the  Normal  School  at  Lewistown  with  the 
expectation  of  being  graduated  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Fouts  was  a  Whig  until  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  gave  his 
support  to  the  new  institution,  but  he  takes  no  ac- 
tive part  in  politics  of  late.  He  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  has  held  all  the  offices  in 
the  lodgfi,  and  has  been  a  representative  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State;  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  78.  He  has  had  his  full  share  of  local  offices, 
having  been  Road  Commissioner  of  the  township 
three  years,  School  Dircctornine  years, and  Pathmas- 
ter  during  a  long  period.  He  was  also  elected  to  tlie 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  would  not  ac- 
cept. Mr.  Fouts  is  not  identified  with  any  relig- 
ious bod^',  but  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  sup- 
port of  tlie  church,  and  manifests  a  deep  interest  in 
other  good  works. 


^/OSEPH  C.  MYERS,  has  met  with  more  than 
I  ordinary  success  as  one  of  the  most  skillful 
^_  I  and  wide-awake  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
i^J)  this  county,  and,  while  yet  in  the  prime  of 
life,  has  been,  enabled  to  retire  practically  from 
business.  He  has  a  beautiful  home  in  Canton,  oc- 
cupying one  of  the  finest  residence  properties  of 
the  city,  pleasantly  located  on  North  Main  Street. 

Mr.  Myers  was  born  September  3,  1 844,  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Pa.,  He  was  the  fifth  child  in  a  family 
of  thirteen  children  born  to  Henry  and  Maria 
(Eshelraan)  Myers,  natives  of  the  Keystone  State. 
In  1848  they  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  this 
county  on  a  farm  in  Canton.  They  resided  there 
one  year,  then  settled  permanently  in  Farming- 
ton,  where  the  father  gave  his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  is  still  living  on  his  homestead 
there,  and  is  now  in  his  seventy-eighth  year,  hav- 
ing been  born  Noveml)er  2,  1813.  His  wife  was 
born  September  11,  1817,  a  daughter  of  John  Esh- 
elman,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany.  The  Myers 
family  was  also  of  German  descent. 

Joseph  C.  Myers  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written, 


was  about  four  years  old  when  his  parents  brought 
liiin  to  this  county.  He  gleaned  a  good  education 
in  the  Farmington  schools,  and  as  early  as  nine 
years  of  age,  began  to  help  his  father  on  the  farm. 
When  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  he  began  to  assist 
in  operating  a  threshing  machine,  which  was  hired 
by  the  farmers  in  the  township.  This  was  too  hard 
work  for  a  youth  of  his  years,  and  it  int>paired  his 
health,  which  has  never  been  as  good  as  it  was  be- 
fore. He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  reached 
his  twenty-first  year,  when  he  began  farming  on 
his  own  account.  He  bought  stock,  which  he  fed 
and  sold,  and  occasionally  he  sent  hogs  to  the  Chi- 
cago market.  He  continued  thus  actively  engaged 
in  the  stock  business  for  seventeen  years,  and  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years  of  that  period,  dealt  exten- 
sively in  fine  horses,  matching  and  selling  them  and 
he  has  won  the  highest  prizes  of  any  man  in  Ful- 
ton County  for  well-matched  and  well-bred  teams, 
and  has  sold  a  span  of  horses  for  $625. 

Mr.  Myers  still  owns  his  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  of  choice  land,  situated  on  the 
line,  part  of  which  lies  in  Canton,  and  part  in 
Farmington  Township,  which  he  rents  on  shares. 
It  is  amply  supplied  with  neat  and  well-ordered 
buildings,  and  with  the  finest  of  farming  machin- 
ery. He  still  pays  much  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  fine  Poland-China  hogs,  though  he  has  retired 
from  general  farming.  In  1888  he  left  his  home- 
stead, and  coming  to  Canton,  purchased  a  large 
and  fine  residence,  with  its  be.autiful  surroundings, 
known  as  the  Harry  Balton  place,  where  he  is  en- 
joying all  the  luxuries  and  comforts  that  make  life 
worth  living.  In  his  career  as  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  he  has  displayed  more  than  ordinary  capa- 
city, as  he  began  life  with  but  little  means,  and 
even  had  to  go  in  debt  for  liis  first  plow,  but  he 
has  conquered  all  the  difficulties  that  lay  in  his 
path,  h.as  risen  above  adversity,  and  is  one  of  the 
raone3'ed  men  of  the  city  of  Canton  to-day.  He  is 
generous  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  is  upright 
as  a  man,  and  in  his  domestic  relations  is  all  that  a 
kind  husband  and  good  father  should  be,  while  his 
neighbors  ever  find  him  friendly  and  obliging.  In 
politics  he  is  rather  conservative,  voting  in  Na- 
tional and  State  matters  with  the  Democrats. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  began  their  pleasant  wedded 
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life  in  the  month  of  January,  1871,  and  to  them 
have  come  two  daughters,  Blanche  L.,  and  Mabel 
lone,  who  Is  attending  school  in  Canton.  Prior  to 
her  marriage,  Mrs.  Myers  was  Mary  J.  Switzer,  of 
Farraington  Township.  She  was  born  and  reared 
in  tiiis  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Aba- 
rilla  Switzer,  who  were  early  pioneers  of  the 
county,  coming  here  in  1836. 

"I?  EVY  McVeigh  DONNELLY,  who  is  ably 
ll  (?g)  managing  the  large  Learaan  estate  in  Har- 
J^^-  ris  Township,  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  tliis 
part  of  the  county,  and  is  widely  known  as  one  of 
Its  leading  iwliticians.  Mr.  Donnelly  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  the  place  of  liis  birth  in  Licking  County,  and 
the  date  thereof  August  27,  1841.  His  parents 
were  James  and  Evaline  (Jenkins)  Donnelly.  His 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Levy  and  Mary  Jenkins, 
of  Ohio.  She  died  when  he  was  three  weeks  old, 
and  he  was  reared  by  his  uncle  John  McVeigh. 
He  lived  in  Ohio  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old, 
when,  in  1854,  his  uncle  moved  to  Fulton  County, 
111.,  and  settled  six  miles  west  of  Canton,  where 
now  is  the  station  of  Civer.  In  1856,  he  removed 
to  Lee  Township,  where  he  resided  until  1858,  when 
he  bought  a  farm  three  miles  from  Marietta. 

ISIr.  Donnelly  grew  to  manhood  on  that  farm, 
and  when  his  uncle  and  aunt  became  so  feeble  from 
olil  age  that  they  could  not  care  for  themselves,  he 
cared  for  them  until  they  died,  his  aunt  dying  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1862,  and  his  uncle  August  4,  1864. 
They  were  very  kind  to  him,  and  he  never  knew 
what  it  was  to  lack  a  mother's  love,  or  a  father's 
care.  Indeed,  be  knew  no  other  father  than  his 
uncle,  as  his  own  had  remarried  after  his  mother's 
death,  and  moving  to  Kansas,  had  died  tiiere.  Our 
subject  chose  to  follow  the  occupation  to  which  he 
had  been  reared,  and  has  become  one  of  the  most 
practical  and  substantial  citizens  of  Harris  Town- 
ship. After  marriage  he  lived  in  Marietta  from 
the  fall  of  1868  until  the  fall  of  1883.  During  that 
time  he  started  a  store  there,  which  he  soon  sold 
out,  and  for  eleven  years  was  Constable  of  the 
town.     He  was  first  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 


1879,  and  h.as   held  that  office  continuously  since 
that  time.   In  1883  he  removed  to  his  present  place 
of  residence  on  the  R.  F.  Leaman  estate,  which  com- 
prises some  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  which 
is  a   valuable  stone  quarry  of   fine  sandstone   for 
building  purposes.    Mr.  Donnelly,  is  managing  this 
quarry  for  the  widow  of  Mr.   Leaman,  who  resides 
in    Cincinnati,    Ohio,    and    to    whom    he    makes 
monthly    reports.     Under  his   able  and    energetic 
management,   the  quarry    is    turning  out  a   great 
quantity  of  sandstone  that  is  bringing  in  a   hand- 
some income  to  its  owner,  who  gives  our  subject  a 
fine  salary  in  repayment  for  his  services  whicli  she 
appreciates. 
I        At  the  age  of  twenty,  Mr.  Donnelly  was  married 
to  Miss  Ann  Maria  Morey,  a  daughter  of   Zenas  J. 
and    Anna   Morey.     Her   father   came   from   New 
York,  and  her  mother  from  her  birthplace  in  Ohio, 
and  they  were  married  herein  pioneer  times.     Mrs. 
Donnelly  is  a  native  of  Fulton   County,  and  is  in 
everj'  respect  worthy  of  the  regard  with  which  she 
inspires  her  neighbors  and  friends.     Her  marriage 
]    with  our  subject,  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth   of 
six  daugliters  and  one  son,  and   one  daughter  and 
;    the  son  are  now  deceased,  both  dying  in  infancy, 
Anna  Eveline  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months.    Tiiose 
living  are  Ida  Alleatha,who  lives  at  home,  and  is  one 
of  the  finest  educated,  and  best    teachers    in    the 
township,  and  now  presides  over  the  school  in  her 
father's  district;  Tillie  B.,  who  is  the   wife  of  Jo- 
I   seph  M.  Jackson,  of  Peoria,  who  is  an  eraplo3-e  on 
the  Toledo,  Peoria  <fe  Western   Railroad,  and  they 
i    have  one  boy.  Earl  D.;  Carrie  May,  who  is  tiie  wife 
1   of  Leroy  Beers,  a  farmer  of   Webster  City,    Iowa, 
and  they  have  one  boy,  Ezra  D. ;  Nora  Maria  is  a 
j   miss  at  home  attending  school;  and  Nellie  Luella, 
!   tlie  youngest  of  the  family,  also  at  home.     Miss  Ida 
and  her  two  sisters  next  to  her  are  very  fine   pen- 
men. 

Mr.  Donnelly  is  gifted  with  the  shrewdness,  keen- 
!  ness,  tact  and  decisive  energy,  that  amply  fit  him 
I  for  the  important  office  of  Sheriff,  for  which  his 
1  fellow  Democrats  have  nominated  him,  and  there 
!  is  no  doubt  that  if  he  is  elected  he  will  discharge 
!  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  masterly  abil- 
'  ity,  promptness  and  impartiality.  In  his  nomina- 
I   tion  for  this  office,  although  there  were  five   other 
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prominent  candidates,  he  received  a  majority  over 
all  at  the  primary  meeting  held  by  his  party  Au- 
gust 2,  which  shows  his  good  standing  with  his  fel- 
low Democrats.  He  has  been  \ip  before  for  this 
office,  but  having  failed  of  nomination  in  the  cau- 
cus, with  hearty  good  will,  he  would  give  his  sup- 
port to  the  fortunate  candidate.  He  is  a  man  of 
agi-eeable  and  affable  manners,  and  is  popular  with 
liis  assoriates.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  de- 
cided I^emocrat.  He  is  one  of  the  most  active 
politicians,  and  has  always  voted  for  the  good  of 
his  party.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  almost  every 
county  convention  for  the  last  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Donnelly  was  reared  in  the  Christian  Church,  and 
lias  never  departed  from  its  faith,  its  high  princi- 
ples early  instilled  into  his  mind,  having  always 
guided  iiis  life  work.  Oursuliject  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Good  Faith  Lodge  No.  752, 
Culjc.  111. 


i.ILLIAM  W.  BROWN.  On  the  opposite 
presented  a  lithographic  portrait  of 
old  settler  of  Fulton  County,  who 
has  been  a  farmer  of  Lewistown  Township  for 
fortj'-two  years,  in  tiie  meantime  clearing  and  de- 
veloping a  fine  farm,  where  he  has  a  comfortable 
liome.  His  enviable  position  in  life  is  due  to  his 
own  unaided  efforts,  as  he  was  earlj'  compelled  to 
commence  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account. 
Adversity  developed  the  sterling  traits  of  his  char- 
acter, and  while  acquiring  for  himself  a  compe- 
tency he  has  at  the  same  time  assisted  in  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  his  township  and 
county,  her  present  proud  position  among  other 
States  being  due  in  no  small  measure  to  his  pioneer 
labors.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
was  born  in  Hopewell  Township,  Licking  County, 
July  9,  1822. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Brown,  who  bore  the  same 
name  as  himself,  was  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  and  a  son  of  James  Brown,  who  was 
born  near  Dublin,  Ireland.  The  latter  was  reared 
in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and  coming  to  America 
when  a  young  man,  located  in  Pennsylvania  and 
there  engaged  in  farming  during  the  remainder  of 
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his  days.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  bred  to 
the  life  of  a  farmer  and  in  early  manhood  became 
a  pioneer  of  Licking  County,  Ohio.  He  bought 
a  tract  of  Government  land  and  built  a  log  house, 
in  which  humble  liome  his  sun,  of  whom  we  write, 
was  born.  They  lived  the  primitive  life  necessi- 
tated by  their  pioneer  surroundings,  and  the  mother 
used  to  spin  ?nd  weave,  dressed  her  family  in 
homespun  and  cooked  their  food  before  the  rudo 
fireplace.  The  country  was  sparsely  inhabited,  and 
deer,  wolves,  pantliers  and  otlier  wild  beasts  roamed 
at  will  through  the  forests.  Mr.  Brown  cleared  a 
farm,  erected  a  substantial  set  of  hewed-log  build- 
ings, and  there  his  life  was  rounded  out  when 
eighty-three  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  Isabella 
Wills  prior  to  her  marriage,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  Wills,  who 
was  of  Irish  birth.  He  came  to  America  with  two 
brothers,  David  and  Robert,  and  first  settled  in 
New  Jersey.  From  there  he  removed  to  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
of  Hopewell  Township.  He  cleared  a  farm  and 
made  it  his  home  until  death  called  him  hence.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Brown,  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
Licking  County,  and  now  lies  buried  beside  her 
husband  in  the  Hanover  churchyard.  Both  were 
devoted  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  and  five  of 
them  still  live. 

William  Brown,  of  this  sketch,  passed  his  early 
life  in  his  native  county,  and  was  educated  in  its 
pioneer  schools,  that  were  taught  in  a  rude  log 
bouse  with  home-made  furniture,  split  logs  with 
pins  inserted  for  legs  serving  for  seats,  and  boards 
laid  on  wooden  pegs  tliat  were  inserted  in  holes  in 
the  wall,  took  the  pliice  of  desks  on  which  the  larger 
scholars  wrote.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until 
1848  and  then  came  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by  his 
bride,  and  after  seventeen  days'  travel  by  team 
arrived  in  Fulton  County.  His  first  purchase  here 
was  of  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  land  in  Lewistown 
Township,  of  which  two  acres  cleared  and  a  log 
cabin  constituted  the  only  improvements. 

After  living  there  two  years  Mr.  Brown  bought 

two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  timber   land,  in- 

I  eluding  his  present  farm,  located  on  section  36,  of 
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Lcwistown  Township,  and  section  81,  of  Liverpool 
Township.  Having  no  money,  he  was  obliged  to 
■go  in  debt  for  it.  His  first  wori<  was  to  cut  away 
tiie  bnisli  to  make  room  for  the  loglioiise  which  he 
built  at  once.  He  has  been  a  resident  here  ever 
since,  and  by  steady  and  downright  hard  pioneer 
labor  has  cleared  the  greater  part  of  his  land  and 
developed  it  into  a  very  desirable  farm  with  all  the 
necessary  improvements.  His  agricultural  vent- 
ures have  brought  him  in  money,  and  he  has  added 
forty  acres  to  his  )\omestead  and  no'v  has  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  well  cultivated  and 
pasture  land.  So  many  years  spent  in  this  locality 
have  given  him  an  extensive  acquaintance,  and  all 
who  know  him  respect  him  not  only  as  a  worthy 
pioneer,  but  in  his  character  as  a  good  citizen  and 
a  man  of  many  excellent  traits.  In  his  politics  he 
is  a  sturdy  Democrat. 

Mr.  Brown's  marriage  with  Miss  Angeline  Bord- 
ner  was  solemnized  January  26,  1848.  She  was 
born  in  Dauphin  County,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Christina  Bordner.  For  her  parental 
history  see  sketch  of  Moses  Bordner,  on  another 
page  of  this  Biographical  Album.  For  more  than 
thirty  years  the  wife  of  our  subject  walked  by 
his  side,  faithfully  sliared  the  toils  and  sacrifices  of 
their  pioneer  life,  and  helped  him  to  become  pros- 
perous, and  her  der.th  in  1 884  was  a  sad  loss  to  him. 
Three  of  their  six  children  are  now  living.  Sarah 
M.  married  William  Heikes;  Christina  Isabelle 
married  Fri»nklin  Woods;  James  H.  is  the  name  of 
the  son. 


-# 
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'HOMAS  W.  WILSON,  a  man  universally 
jopular.  and  one  who  has  achieved  great 
success  in  life,  furnishes  the  subject  for  the 
present  sketch,  and  we  are  pleased  to  represent  such 
a  public-spirited  and  courteous  gentleman  in  our 
Album.  Many  years  ago  David  Wilson  was  born 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  after  a  prosperous 
period  of  farming  in  his  native  place,  moved  to  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  settling  in  Knox  County,  after- 
ward removing  to  Harrison  County,  Ind.,  where  he 


died.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and 
a  man  well  calculated  to  giTe  noble  principles  to 
the  younger  members  of  his  household.  At  the 
time  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  his  son,  Joseph,  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  a  lad  of  ten  summers,  and 
there  he  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  time  ho 
reached  his  twentieth  year,  lie  then  went  with  the 
family  to  Harrison  County,  Ind.,  making  the  trip 
by  wagon  through  a  wild  country,  and  being  num- 
bered among  the  pioneers  at  that  place.  He  ])ur- 
chased  land  in  the  woods,  where  he  built  a  rude 
log  cabin,  and  commenced  to  clear  the  land  pre- 
paratory to  cultivating  the  soil.  He  soon  had  his 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  under  good  cultiva- 
tion, and  continued  to  make  that  his  home  until 
1855,  at  which  date  he  sold  his  estate  and  removed 
to  Fulton  County,  making  this  trip  bj-  way  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  and  in  this  county  he 
died  after  attaining  his  eight^^-tliird  year.  He  was 
married  in  1833.  to  Miss  Mary  Rogers,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  viz: 
Thomas,  our  subject,  and  Margaret,  who  is  now 
Mrs.   Amos  Kinzer,  and  resides  in  Sedgwick,  Kan. 

Mr.  Wilson  at  an  early  age  attended  school,  and 
received  all  the  educational  advantages  possible  in 
those  days  when  the  schoolhouses  were  rude,  and 
the  information  imparted  in  them  was  meagre  in- 
deed. Indiana  at  that  time  possessed  none  of  the 
advanced  ideas  that  at  the  present  time  make  it  a 
popular  place  for  educational  matters.  He  worked 
on  a  farm  through  the  summer,  thus  becoming  f.a- 
miliar  -with  the  duties  of  agricultural  life,  and  when 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  moved  to  Fulton  County, 
where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  on  section  6,  Kerton  Township.  The  land  was 
not  cultivated,  and  nature  ran  riot,  so  he  had  a 
great  deal  of  hard  work  to  clear  the  ground,  and 
bring  his  property  to  its  present  value.  He  built 
a  log  cabin  18x20  feet  in  dimensions,  and  has  con- 
tinued from  time  to  time,  both  to  improve  and  add 
to  his  farm.  He  purchased  fifty-eight  acres  of 
river-bottom  land  on  section  4.  in  1888.  Besides 
farming  he  is  interested  in  stock  raising,  and  is  re- 
garded as  a  most  progiessive  and  energetic  farmer. 

Our  subject  on  the  loth  of  February,  1855,  mar- 
ried Miss  IMartha  A.  Deweese,  of  Harrison  County, 
Ind.,  whose  birth  occurred  December  11,  1839,  and 
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who  is  a  daughter  of  John  Deweese.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  removed  to  Indiana  "at 
an  early  date,  and  at  the  present  writing  is  malcing 
his  home  in  Kansas  with  his  son.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  are  the  happy  parents  of  eighteen  children, 
viz.:  Sarah  P.,  Joseph  W.,  John  W.,  Mary  S.,  Mar- 
garet E.,  Cliarles  S.,  Amos  L..  Lafayette,  Nandora, 
Emmett  C,  Laura  B.,  Louis  E.,  Mattie,  Hayes, 
Thomas  J.,  Gertrude,  Abbie  G.,  and  Roscoe  C. 

Mrs.  Wilson  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  since  girlhood,  and  is  a  lovely 
Chiistian  woman,  and  one  very  popular  with  all 
who  know  her.  M"-.  Wilson  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  has  held  many  otBces  of  pub- 
lie  trust,  having  served  as  Road  Commissioner, 
School  Trustee,  and  Collector  for  this  township. 
Indeed,  his  popularity  is  great,  and  extends  through- 
out the  count}'. 

OHN  S.  LEE.  The  agricultural  regions  of 
America  have  given  a  foothold  to  many  a 
poor  young  man,  who  by  reason  of  his  de- 
termination to  succeed,  his  industrious  habits 
and  his  quick  appreciation  of  favorable  circumstan- 
ces,has  overtaken  Dame  Fortune  and  won  his  crown. 
One  of  this  class,  residing  in  Levvistown  Township, 
is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  solid  men  of  the  township,  in 
which  he  virtually  commenced  his  career  as  a 
farm  laborer.  His  home  farm  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  well  improved  cultivated 
and  pasture  land,  upon  which  stands  a  complete 
line  of  good  buildings.  In  addition  to  this  he  is 
the  owner  of  a  tract  comprising  one  hundred  and 
lifty  acres  on  sections  9  and  16.  and  a  quarter  of 
section  12. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  efforts  and  qualities 
which  have  led  to  the  success  of  our  subject,  it  may 
be  well  to  say  a  few  words  regarding  his  parents 
and  his  early  home.  His  father,  Barton  Lee,  was 
born  thirteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  there 
reared  to  manhood.  During  the  early  settlement 
of  the  Blue  Grass  State  he  went  thither,  locating  in 
Lewis  County,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  heav- 


ily timbered  land.  There  lie  began  a  clearing, 
bnilding  in  the  wilderness  a  hewed  log  house  in 
which  our  subject  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
November  12,  1823.  The  father  cleared  and  im- 
proved his  estate,  continuing  to  reside  upon  it  un- 
til 1842,  when  he  passed  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death.  His  good  wife,  formerly  Ruth 
Smith,  a  native  of  Lewis  County,  died  in  1825. 
Eight  of  her  children  were  reared  to  maturity,  but 
the  only  one  now  living  is  our  subject,  the  young- 
est member  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Lee  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  pursu- 
ing his  education  in  the  subscription  schools,  which 
were  carried  on  in  a  primitive  log  schoolhouse.  As 
soon  as  he  was  large  enough  to  do  so,  he  began  to 
bear  his  share  in  the  farm  work,  continuing  to  take 
a  greater  and  greater  part  therein  as  his  years  and 
strengtii  increased.  He  worked  with  his  father  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  and  then  continued  on  the 
home  farm  until  1 846.  At  that  time  he  accompanied 
a  neighbor  to  the  Prairie  Slate,  their  journej'  being 
made  with  a  four-horse  team.  Here  Mr.  Lee  sought 
employment  in  the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been 
reared  and  was  soon  engaged  by  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand. 

In  1849  Mr.  Lee  was  enabled  to  purchase  eighty 
acres  of  heavily-limbered  land,  of  which  twelve 
acres  had  been  cleared  and  upon  which  a  log  cabin 
stood.  There  he  began  housekeeping  in  1850,  in  a 
few  years  being  able  to  purchase  the  eighty  acres 
adjoining,  making  a  good  farm  upon  which  he  re- 
sided thirty-three  3'ears.  He  cleared  the  greater 
part  of  the  first  eighty,  built  good  frame  buildings 
and  surrounded  himself  with  the  comforts  which 
his  energy  had  won  and  his  industry  deserved.  In 
1883  he  rented  this  land  on  section  12,  and  bought 
that  upon  which  he  now  resides.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  purchased  the  other  property  mentioned 
and  placed  his  financial  affairs  on  a  sound  basis. 

November  14,  1850,  the  interesting  ceremony 
occurred  which  gave  Mr.  Lee  a  faithful  and  effi- 
cient companion.  His  bride,  formerly  Miss  Emily 
Walker,  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  Ky.,  to  Will- 
iam and  Nancy  Walker.  The  happy  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  but  one  of 
whom  was  reared  to  mature  years.  This  was  Will- 
iam F.,  who  was  born  in   1851    and  died    in    1888. 
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He  was  educated  in  this  county,  becoming  well 
informed,  and  following  in  his  father's  footsteps  as 
a  man  of  industrious  habits  and  good  principles. 
Octobers,  1877,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Kliza  Bearce,  daughter  of  Orseu  and  Jane  Bearce, 
whose  sketch  appears  in  this  volume.  She  is  a  na- 
tive of  Lewistown  Township,  and  is  an  intelligent, 
whole-souled  woman.  She  and  her  four  children, 
Ralph,  Jennie,  Mary  E.,  aud  John  Orsen,  live  with 
our  subject,whose  home  is  made  cheerful  and  pleas- 
ant by  her  efforts.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  firm  believer  in 
the  principles  of  Democracy. 


ACOB  SIIAWVER.  One  by  one  the  old  set- 
tlers of  the  county  are  departing  to  the 
bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,  leaving 
'^^Jj  behind  them  records  more  or  less  worthy  of 
study,  and  examples  more  or  less  worth}' of  emula- 
tion. One  of  this  number  is  the  late  Jacob  Shaw- 
ver,  who  is  well  remembered  by  all  who  knew  him, 
!is  a  man  of  great  industry,  good  judgment,  and 
the  personal  character  which  won  a  high  degree  of 
respect  from  those  with  whom  he  associated.  Finan- 
cially speaking,  he  was  a  self-made  man,  having 
begun  his  career  in  life  with  no  other  capital  than 
that  embraced  in  his  brain,  his  will  power,  and  his 
physical  ability.  When  removed  by  death,  June 
22,  1874,  ho  was  theowner  of  a  fine  estate  of  nearly 
three  hundred  acres  in  Lewistown  Township,  which 
Is  still  held  in  the  family. 

Mr.  .Shawver  was  of  German  ancestry,  a  son  of 
John  Shawver,  who,  so  far  as  is  known,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  himself  born  in 
Union  Count}',  November  4,  1804.  His  father 
being  a  farmer,  he  was  reared  with  a  knowledge  of 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  with  the  educational  ad- 
vantages which  at  that  period  of  the  century  were 
possible  in  the  country.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
a  comb-maker,  and  finally  engaged  in  the  business 
for  a  time,  later  turning  his  attention  to  agricul- 
ture. 

Our  subject  removed  from  his  native  State  to 
Ohio,  residing  in  Clarke  County  until  1836,  when, 
in  company  with  his  brother,  he  started  for  Illi- 


nois, their  mode  of  conveyance  being  a  wagon 
drawn  by  four  horses.  Relocated  near  Lewistown, 
and  with  his  brother  engaged  at  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  but  ere  long  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land. 
He  began  at  once  to  clear  a  farm,  building  a  log 
house  in  which  he  lived  for  some  years.  He  then 
sold  his  property  and  bought  a  tract  on  section  10, 
Lewistown  Township,  from  his  father-in-law,  mak- 
ing that  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Shawver  occurred  Septem- 
ber 20,  1838,  his  bride  being  Miss  Hannah  Bearce. 
This  worthy  woman  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  3,  1817,  being  a  daughter  of  KW  H. 
and  Sarah  (Austin)  Bearce.  (See  sketch  of  Orsen 
Bearce  on  another  page  in  this  Album).  She  was 
five  years  old  when  she  came  to  Illinois  with  her 
parents,  and  she  has  lived  to  witness  the  wonderful 
development  of  this  countj^,  of  which  she  is  one  of 
the  verj'  oldest  living  settlers.  During  her  early 
years  her  mother  had  no  stove,  doing  her  cooking 
and  performing  other  household  duties  at  the  open 
fireplace.  She  also  spun  and  wove,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  those  useful  arts  instructed  her  daugh- 
ter, who  became  proficient  with  the  wheel  and  shut- 
tle. In  1889,  Mrs.  Shawver  removed  to  the  county 
seat,  where  she  is  yet  living.  She  is  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  viz:  Sarah  J.,  Elizabeth,  John, 
Amanda,Jacob,  Wesley,  Franklin  deceased  in  child- 
hood, Sophia,  George,  and  Harvey. 

John  Austin,  the  maternal  grand  failier  of  Mrs. 
Shawver,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  After  residing  in  New  York 
many  years,  he  started  to  move  to  Illinois,  coming 
via  the  rivers.  He  had  been  in  poor  health  for 
some  time,  and  died  at  JSt.  Louis,  Mo.,  while  en- 
route  to  his  new  home.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Hannah  Frost,  came  on  to  this  Stati!,  and  spent  her 
last  years  in  this  county. 

The  farm  formerly  operated  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  now  occupied  and  carried  on  by  his 
son  George,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  was  born  on  the  homestead,  October 
3,  1860,  and  was  but  fourteen  years  old  when  his 
father  departed  this  life.  Four  years  later  the  man- 
ngement  of  the  estate  devolved  upon  him,  and  he 
has  since  been  carrying  on  his  labors  there.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  enterprising,  progressive  and 
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intelligent  young  farmers  of  tlie  township,  and  is 
looked  upon  with  respect  as  a  worthy  follower  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  progenitor.  At  the  residence 
of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  Ford,  in  this  town- 
ship, on  New  Year's  day,  1889,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Ad.lie,  daughter  of  tlie  host 
and  hostess,  a  young  lady  who  has  many  frieuds  in 
this  section  where  she  is  well  known. 


SAAC  N.  WILLIAMS.  The  visitor  in  Lee 
Township  would  not  long  be  in  ignorance  of 
the  name  and  character  of  the  gentleman  above 
named,  who  is  numbered  among  iier  agriculturists, 
bis  home  being  on  section  27.  He  is  one  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Nancy  (Smalle^')  Williams, 
her  parents  having  been  natives  of  Adams  County, 
Ohio.  Thence  they  removed  to  Winnebago  County, 
this  State,  residing  there  for  a  decade  and  then  lo- 
cating in  Harris  Township,  this  county.  Here  the 
father  passed  away  in  1870,  the  mother  surviving 
until  1872.  All  their  children  are  living  except  the 
youngest  son. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch  was  born  in  Winnebago  County,  .July  12, 
1840.  He  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools, 
supplementing  the  knowledge  there  obtained  by 
one  term  at  the  Bushnell  High  School.  The  at- 
tempts made  against  the  Union  aroused  in  him  a  de- 
sire to  battle  for  his  country,  and  in  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 
His  brother  Andrew  was  one  of  the  gallant  sixty 
thousand  who  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea 
and  bore  his  part  in  the  principal  battles  of  that 
world-famed  event.  He  remained  with  his  com- 
rades until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  dis- 
charge in  May,  1865,  and  returning  to  his  father's 
home  with  an  honorable  recf>rd. 

Mr.  Williams  continued  to  make  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  in  the  fall  of  1870, 
when  he  established  himself  on  the  farm  he  still  oc- 
cupies. His  estate  now  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  under  cul- 
tivation and  well  improved.  Its  present  condition 
is  due  to  the  efforts  of  our  subject,  who  has  had  a 


two-story  frame  house  of  convenient  arrangement 
and  homelike  appearance  erected,  together  with  a 
barn  and  other  outbuildings  such  as  he  finds  useful. 
The  place  is  well  stocked  with  domestic  animals  and 
machinery,  and  general  farmwork  is  carried  on 
successfully. 

On  September  25,  1870,  the  rites  of  v/edlock  were 
celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Orilla  (Wells)  Gantz.  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams was  born  in  Brown  County,  this  State,  April 
2,  1850,  and  is  the  youngest  and  only  living  child 
of  her  parents.  She  had  two  sisters  and  one 
brother.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Ohio  and  re- 
moved thence  to  Brown  County  where  both  died 
about  1869.  Mrs.  Williams  is  a  lady  of  intelli- 
gence, domestic  acquirements  and  excellent  char- 
acter, having  many  warm  friends  and  being  deeply 
loved  by  the  members  of  her  family.  She  has 
borne  her  husband  two  sons  and  two  daughters — 
Budgie,  Mary,  Grace  and  Floyd. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  and  their  two  oldest  chil- 
dren belong  to  the  Good  Templars  Order  and  Mr. 
Williams  is  Lodge  Deputy.  The  particular  society 
with  which  they  are  identified  is  Check  Row  Lodge 
of  Lee  Township,  which  numbers  about  on(!  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  members  and  occupies  a  pleasant 
hall,  30x40  feet,  which  is  the  only  hall  known  to 
have  been  built  in  the  country  by  and  especially 
for  a  lodge.  Mr.  Williams  was  reared  as  a  Demo- 
crat but  now  votes  the  temperance  ticket  on  all  oc- 
casions and  works  earnestly  for  the  advancement  of 
the  Prohibition  part3'.  He  has  held  the  township 
offices  of  Supervisor,  Collector  and  Assessor.  He 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is 
Steward  thereof  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

1^' 


SAIAH  C.  WORLEY,  Master  in  Chancery,  of 
Fulton  County,  an  honored  citizen  of  Lewis- 
ii  town,  and  a  distinguished  veteran  officer  of 
the  late  war,  has  been  for  many  years  identified 
with  the  civic  life  of  this  county  and  is  classed 
among  the  ablest  men  who  are  at  the  head  of  the 
judicial  department  of  its  government. 

Mr.  Worley  was  born  on  a  farm  near   Carlisle, 
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Curaberlanfl  Count}',  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  Worley.  He  was  but  two  j'ears  old  wlicn 
his  parents  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Ricliland 
County,  and  he  was  onl}-  seven  years  old,  when  be 
liad  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father.  His  bo\-hood 
was  still  further  saddened  by  the  death  of  his  mother 
at  a  Liter  period,  and  he  went  to  live  with  his 
brother  Nathan  for  a  time.  At  the  youthful  age  of 
fourteen  years,  the  manly,  self-reliant  lad  com- 
menced the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account.  A 
venturesome,  enterprising  spirit  brought  him  from 
Ohio,  to  this  State  in  1849,  and  from  that  time  he 
has  made  his  home  in  Lewistown,  with  the  exception 
of  the  time  he  passed  in  the  South  during  the  war. 
He  was  engaged  at  various  kinds  of  occupation  un- 
til twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Circuit  Clerk, 
remaining  there  until  1862. 

The  patriotism  of  our  subject  was  roused  by  llie 
great  struggle  that  was  carried  on  between  the  North 
and  South  during  the  late  conflict,  and  August  1, 
1 862  he  volunteered  in  defense  of  the  honor  of  his 
country ,enlisting  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  Illinois  Infantry.  His  superior  qualifications 
gave  him  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant  of  his 
company,  he  being  mustered  into  service  in  that  ca- 
pacity. Later  he  was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  fought  bravely  with  his  regiment  in  the 
battles  of  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Memphis  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  and  did  valuable  service  while  with 
Sherman  in  his  march  to  Atlanta  and  the  sea, 
fighting  with  the  enemy  in  many  an  important  en- 
gagement of  that  campaign.  From  Savannah, 
Lieut.  Worley  accompanied  the  victorious  army  to 
Soutli  Carolina.  He  was  taken  sick  at  Beaufort  aud 
his  gallant  military  career  was  tliere  brought  to  a 
close,  as  on  consultation  with  Gen.  Howard,  that 
officer  perceiving  the  bad  condition  of  his  health, 
sdvised  him  to  resign  his  commission,  and  he  did  so. 

After  leaving- the  army,  our  subject  returned  to 
Lewistown.  and  as  soon  as  able  resumed  his  position 
as  Deputy  County  Clerk,  retaining  it  until  1873. 
His  long  and  valued  services  in  that  capacity  earned 
him  merited  promotion  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
County  Court,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  year 
mentioned.  He  held  that  otfice  by  re-election  nine 
years  until  he  was  appointed  in    1883,  Master  in 


Chancery  and  has  been  in  this  position  ever  since. 
Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  mar- 
riage which  was  consumated  in  1862,  was  to  Amanda 
L.  Clark.  She  was  a  native  of  Lewistown,  and  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Amy  Clark,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  Mrs.  Wor- 
ley departed  this  life  May  14,  1888.  Mr.  Worley 
was  married  a  second  time,  June  4,  1890,  taking  as 
his  wife  Emma  Alice  Dyckes.  She  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  in  the  town  of  Bernadotte,  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  Dyckes,  of  whom 
see  sketch  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  By  his 
first  marriage,  Mr.  AVorley  became  the  father  of 
two  children.  Amy  Mabel  and  William  Clark. 

Mr.  WorIe3'  possesses  a  thoughtful,  clear  mind,  an 
intellect  well  balanced,  and  executive  talent  of  a 
high  order,  and  his  constant  re-appointinent  to  the 
important  office  of  which  he  is  an  incumbent.shows 
the  high  estimate  placed  upon  his  services  as  Mas- 
ter in  Chancer}'.  He  is  a  true  Christian  gentleman, 
and  in  him  and  his  amiable  wife  the  Presbyterian 
Church  finds  two  of  its  leading  members.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat,  one  of  the  most  intelligent  sup- 
porters of  his  party  in  this  vicinity.  He  has  aided 
in  the  management  of  civic  affairs,  as  a  member  of 
the  City  Council  and  of  the  local  School  Board. 
He  belongs  to  Lewistown  Lodge,  No.  104,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. 


y 


ILLIAM  WILSON,  M.D.,  the  oldest  physi- 
cian in  London  Mills,  has  been  of  great 
^  assistance  to  the  community  in  building 
up  the  town.  He  has  been  interested  in  real  estate, 
has  built  a  score  of  houses  and  still  owns  village 
property.  He  has  filled  nearly  every  oflBce  in  the 
township,  taken  a  part  in  the  workings  of  the  social 
orders,  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  has  had  a  large 
practice  in  his  profession.  His  mind  has  been  well 
developed,  his  memory  stored  with  facts  and  prin- 
ciples pertaining  to  the  science  of  medicine,  and 
with  all  the  strength  of  an  energetic  nature  he  has 
made  use  of   his  knowledge. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  the  eldest  of  the  four  children  born 
to  Dr.  Samuel  and  Mahala  (McFarland)    Wilson. 
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The  parental  history  will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of 
his  brother,  Dr.  H.  L.  Wilson,  in  this  Album.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  the  vill.age  of  Hermon,  Knox 
County,  where  bis  eyes  had  opened  to  the  light 
July  8.  1848.  During  his  youth  he  attended  the 
common  schools  and  Abingdon  College  and  in  1864, 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 
was  mustered  in  at  Peoria  and  served  until  July, 
1865.  Soon  after  the  war  he  began  studying  medi- 
cine, his  father  being  his  preceptor.  He  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa  and  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Iowa  City,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1875,  as 
physician  and  surgeon.  He  at  once  located  at  Lon- 
don Mills,  being  the  first  physician  to  open  an 
office  here.  He  worked  up  a  fine  practice  and  has 
been  verj'  successful  in  his  efforts  to  ameliorate  suf- 
fering and  preserve  life. 

The  lady  whom  Dr.  Wilson  won  for  his  wife  and 
with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Iowa,  in 
1872,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jennie  A.  Hall.  She 
was  born  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  in  1852;  she  is  a  lady 
of  culture  and  stands  side  by  side  with  her  husband 
in  her  knowledge  of  medicine.  She  studied  that 
profession  in  the  University  at  Iowa  City,  taking  a 
special  course  the  same  3"ear  as  her  husband.  She 
was  I'ostmistress  in  London  Mills  from  1887  to 
1889,  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the  society  here. 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  one  child,  a  son, 
Samuel  A. 

Dr.  Wilson  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd-Fellows  in  this  place  and  to  Joe  Mower  Post, 
No.  107,  G.  A.ll. ;  he  is  also  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  at  Abingdon.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  order. 


ATTHEW  MITCHELL  owns  and  occupies 
a  favorably-located  estate  on  section  27, 
L  Deerfield  Township.  The  land  is  carefully 
and  intelligently  tilled,  and  the  place  is 
well  stocked,  there  being  fourteen  head  of  cattle, 
six  of  horses  and  sixty  of  hogs  upon  it  at  this 
writing.  The  usual  farm  implements  and  various 
machines,  including  reapers,  mowers,  etc.,  are  .also 


to  he  found  there,  and  the  improvements  which 
have  been  made  bear  evidence  to  the:enterpriso 
and  good  judgment  of  the  owner.  The  dwelling 
is  a  well-built,  two-story  frame  house,  16x26  feet 
with  an  L  18x20.  A  large  barn,  26x40  feet,  filled 
with  hay,  and  various  outbuildings,  occupy  con- 
venient positions  and  afford  ample  shelter'for  stock 
and  crops. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  son  born 
to  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Shofer)  Mitchell,  whose 
entire  family  consisted  of  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. The  parents  emigrated  to  this  county, in  1849, 
from  the  Buckeye  State,  locating  on  section  16, 
Deerfield  Township.  The  falher,"hreathed  his  last 
December  13,  1849,  while  still  quite  a  3'ouug  man, 
having  been  born  February  28, 1804.  The  mother, 
whose  natal  day  was  March  25,  1814,  survived  un- 
til September  17,  1868. 

Matthew  Mitchell  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
August  28,  1839,  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and 
received  bis  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
that  county  and  the  township  in  which  his  parents^ 
located  after  removal.  He  worked  by  the  month 
on  a  farm  until  the  war  broke  out,  when  he  was  one 
of  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  made  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  for  seventy-five  thousand  volunteers. 
August  13,  1861,  he  was  enrolled  in  Company  A, 
Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and,  following  the  for- 
tunes of  his  regiment,  he  took  part  in  many,  of  the 
most  important  engagements  of  the  war.  The  list 
of  battles  in  which  he  bore  a  valiant  part  includes 
Shiloh,  Russell  House,  Corinth,  Chickasaw  Bayou, 
Arkansas  Post,  Snyder  Bluff,  Vieksburg,  the  siege 
of  Vieksburg,  Keuesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Ezra 
Chapel,  Jonesboro,  Clinton,  Statesboro,  Ft.  McAl- 
ister.  Savannah,  Duck  Branch.  North  and  South 
Edisto,  Columbia  and  Bcntonville. 

At  the  battle  of  Vieksburg,  May  19,  1863,  Mr. 
Mitchell  received  a  wound  in  the  thigh  from  a 
minie  ball,  which  laid  him  up  until  the  following 
March.  He  then  returned  to  his  regiment  with 
which  he  was  able  to  continue  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  on  the  24th  of 
August,  1865.  He  returned  to  this  county  and 
resumed  the  peaceful  occupation  of  a  farmer,  some- 
times operating  a  farm,  and  again  working  by  the 
month    until    after    his  marriage,  when  he  located 
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upon  the  land  he  still  occupies.  The  farm  consists 
of  eighty  acres,  and  although  not  so  large  as  many 
in  ti)e  county  is  capable  of  affording  a  good  main- 
tenance to  our  subject  and  his  family. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  an  efHcient  and  sympa- 
thizing helpmate  shared  in  the  various  fortunes  of 
our  subject.  Thi.s  lady,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Deborah  C.  Glass,  became  his  wife  October  16, 
1870.  She  -was  born  in  Deerfield  Township,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1843,  being  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mar- 
garet (Myers)  Glass.  Her  death  took  place  .January 
31,  1890,  and  her  remains  were  followed  to  their 
resting  place  in  Fiatt  Cemetery  by  many  friends 
who  sympathized  in  the  grief  of  the  afflicted  fam- 
ily. The  home  of  Mr.  Mitchell  is  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  six  children,  named  respectively, 
John  W.,  Minnie  J.,  Mary  M.,  Rosa  M.,  Bertha  E. 
and  Franklin  M.  The  eldest  daughter  was  born  in 
the  spring  of  1874  and  is  therefore  able  to  fill  her 
mother's  place  as  housekeeper  and  look  after  the 
welfare  of  the  younger  children. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  Republican  but  takes  no  active 
part  in  political  work,  except  to  deposit  his  ballot. 
He  is  an  honest,  upright  man,  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  is  well  known  in 
the  county  and  well  liked  by  his  acquaintances. 


%M  ILO  HARLAN  is  a  well-known  and  influ- 
l\\   ential  citizen  of  Young  Hickory  Township 


I*  and  bears  a  prominent  part  in  the  various 
affairs  of  the  township.  He  is  social,  be- 
nevolent and  energetic,  has  a  good  war  record  and 
an  established  reputation  as  a  farmer.  He  is  now 
filling  the  office  of  Township  Collector,  and  in 
previous  years  has  held  school  offices.  To  what- 
ever position  he  is  called  he  brings  a  determina- 
tion to  faithfully  serve  his  fellow-men  and  deal 
honorably  in  every  particular. 

The  ancestral  history  of  Mr.  Harlan  may  be  read 
in  the  sketch  of  A.  J.  Harlan,  which  occupies 
another  page  in  this  volume.  He  is  the  third  in  a 
family  of  nine  children  and  was  born  near  AVil- 
mington,  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  March  13,  1840. 
He  had  three  miles  to  go  to  school,  but  the  insti- 


tutions of  learning  were  good  and  he  laid  a  fair 
foundation  before  the  age  of  ten  years.  At  that 
time  his  parents,  with  seven  children,  started  for 
Polk  County,  Iowa,  their  method  of  travel  being 
a  team  and  wagon.  They  were  three  weeks  in 
reaching  this  county,  which  the  father  liked  so  well 
that  he  remained.  lie  was  of  a  mechanical  turn, 
able  to  take  up  almost  any  trade,  and  had  on  his 
farm  in  the  Buckeye  State  been  engaged  in  brick- 
making.  After  concluding  to  remain  here,  he  en- 
gaged in  that  work  for  David  Cowman.  In  the 
spring  of  1852  he  continued  on  to  his  previous 
destination  with  two  wagons  drawn  by  oxen,  cross- 
ing the  Mississippi  on  a  ferry  at  Burlington,  and 
spending  two  or  three  months  in  breaking  Iowa 
prairie.  In  July  he  returned  to  Central  Illinois, 
took  up  his  abode  in  Abingdon  and  pursued  vari- 
ous occupations  until  1853.  He  then  farmed  near 
London  Mills,  and  in  the  spring  of  1854  settled 
on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  township 
which  is  still  the  home  of  his  son. 

Milo  Harlan  attended  the  subscription  schools  in 
the  winter,  sitting  on  a  slab  bench  in  a  log  house 
heated  by  a  fire-place,  and  in  the  summer  drove 
oxen  and  otherwise  helped  on  the  farm.  When  the 
war  broke  out  two  of  his  brothers  enlisted,  and 
when,  in  August,  1862,  a  call  was  issued  for  six 
hundred  thousand  men,  he  volunteered,  becoming 
a  member  of  Company  G,  Eighty-third  Illinois 
Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  the  service  at 
Galesburg,  being  first  sent  to  Cairo,  then  to  Fts. 
Henry  and  Donelson.  The  regiment  was  kept  on 
detached  service  much  of  the  time,  doing  guard 
duty  and  raiding  the  country  in  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee and  Alabama.  Thej'  had  many  skirmishes 
with  the  enemy  and  took  part  in  the  second  battle  at 
Ft.  Donelson  and  the  second  fight  at  Nashville. 
After  the  former  our  subject  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Corporal,  He  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  took  part  in  the  review  at  Nashville  June  20, 
1865,  was  theu  mustered  out,  and  going  to  Chi- 
cago, received  an  honorable  discharge.  Although 
minie  balls  had  pierced  his  hat  he  escaped  bodily- 
injury. 

When  ready  to  resume  the  arts  of  peace,  ilr. 
Harlan  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm  and  after 
a  time  bought  out  the  other  heirs.     He  has  made 
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many  improvements  upon  the  place,  among  them 
being  a  comfortable  dwelling  and  t«-o  barns,  one 
30x46  feet  and  the  other  30x48  feet  in  dimensions. 
The  latter  is  used  as  a  shelter  for  the  cattle,  which 
are  graded  Short-horns.  Formerly  Mr.  Hailan  kei)t 
full-blooded  Short-horns  and  raised  sheep  of  the 
best  wool-producing  breeds.  He  also,  in  connection 
with  his  brother  A.  J.,  bought  sheep,  cattle  and 
hogs  quite  extensively  for  two  or  three  years,  and 
tlien  abandoned  that  business  as  it  was  overdone. 
He  raises  quite  largo  numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  feeds^droves  ofithe  latter.  He  likewise  raises 
Clydesdale  and  Norman  horses  of  high  grade.  His 
estate  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  3,  situated  about  one  mile  from  London 
Mills.  It  is  fenced  into  convenient  fields  and  cul- 
tivated by  means  of  the  latest  farm  machinery.  It 
is  supplied  with  natural  groves,  evergreens  have 
also  been  set  out  and  some  raised  from  seed. 

Mr.  Harlan  formerly  belonged  to  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Lodge,  at  London  Mills.  Ho  is  now  identi- 
fied with  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Fairview.  He  is 
a  member  of  Joe  Mower  Post,  No.  107,  G.  A.  R., 
in  which  he  has  held  every  office  but  Commander. 
He  was  Quartermaster  of  the  Encampment  in  1888. 
It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  stancher  Republican 
than  he,  or  one  better  able  to  give  a  reason  for 
his  political  faith.  He  has  represented  his  associ- 
ates in  county  and  Congressional  conventions.  He 
discharges  the  duties  of  citizenship  in  a  reliable 
manner,  and  the  only  fault  his  neighbors  have  to 
find  with  him  is,  that  he  has  never  married.  His 
home  is  not,  however,  devoid  of  woman's  presence, 
as  he  has  his  beloved  mother  with  him. 


\f  OHN  S.  GREEN.  Tlierc  is  always  more  or 
less  curiosity  to  know  the  true  and  inner 
history-  of  men  who  have  been  long  and 
favorably  identified  with  the  social  and 
business  interests  of  an}'  comraunitj',  and  undoubt- 
edly the  biography  of  Mr.  Green  will  prove  inter- 
esting alike  to  oM  and  young.  Brought  up  to  a 
knowledge  of  farm  duties,  he  naturally  chose  the 
avocation  of  a   farmer,  when  it  became  necessary 


for  him  to  select  a  calling  in  life.  His  experience 
has  been  wide  and  varied,  and  although  advanced 
in  years  he  is  well  preserved  and  quite  active. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  Green,  natives  of  Berlin,  N.  Y.  The  parental 
family  comprised  ten  children,  as  follows:  Martin, 
Horace,  Maxom,  Steven,  John,  Hampton,  Rob- 
ert, Burton,  Nathaniel,  and  Lewis,  all  of  whom 
reached  years  of  maturity.  He  of  whom  we  write 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  June  19,  1821, 
and  passed  his  childhood  upon  a  farm,  wlure  he 
was  taught  habits  of  industry  and  self-denial.  He 
received  excellent  educational  advantages,  prepar- 
atory to  business  life,  but  did  not  of  course  receive 
any  special  literary  training  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  capable  of  taking  the  finest  collegiate 
course,  and  had  a  natural  inclination  for  study,  but 
belonging  to  a  large  family  and  that  being  a  time 
when  the  education  of  children  was  not  so  thorough 
as  at  present,  he  was  forced  to  content  himself  with 
a  moderate  amount  of  learning. 

When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own,  Mr. 
Green  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline 
Saunders,  their  union  being  solemnized  October  31, 
1847.  Mrs.  Green  is  the  daughter  of  Peleg  and 
Hannah  (Saunders)  Saunders,  both  n.atives  of  New 
York.  Mrs.  Green  was  born  in  Berlin,  New  Yoik, 
in  1821,  and  was  reared  to  womanhood  under  the 
parental  roof.  She  earl}'  became  proficient  in  those 
housewifely  qualities  which  add  so  much  to  the  at- 
tractiveness of  a  home,  and  has  proved  a  devoted 
wife  and  wise  mother.  Of  their  six  children  the 
following  is  recorded:  Peleg,  a  farmer  in  Fulton 
County,  111.,  married  Miss  Jane  Burbridge  and 
has  five  children.  Ida  resides  in  Knox  County  and 
is  the  wife  of  Mcnzo  Rapalee.  They  have  one 
child.  Lenora  was  first  united  in  marriage  with 
Stephen  Greggs,  by  whom  she  had  two  children. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Greggs  she  married  John 
Fink,  of  Knox  County.  Burton  married  Miss  Sarah 
Wilcox  and  lives  in  Fulton  County.  Herbert  mar- 
ried Flora  Daikeman,  and  they  have  two  children. 
John  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Ida  Thurman,  and  they  have 
two  children.  Mr.  Green  gave  all  his  children  a 
good  start  in  life  and  they  settled  within  three 
miles  of  the   parental  home.     In   May,   1854,  Mr. 
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Green  and  bis  wife,  in  companj-  with  Jacob  Brim- 
mer, came  to  Fulton  County  to  visit  some  relatives 
of  Mrs.  Green,  who  had  located  here.  Mr.  Green 
and  Mr.  Brimmer  were  so  delighted  with  the  soil 
that  they  immediately  purchased  seven  hundred 
acres  of  fine  land  in  Knox  and  Fulton  Counties. 
Mr.  Green  tiien  returned  to  his  home  in  Jefiferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  disposed  of  his  property  there, 
prior  to  removing  to  Illinois.  In  the  fall  of  1854 
he  returned  to  Fulton  County,  accompanied  by  his 
family.  Tlie  following  spring  he  planted  his  Qrst 
crop,  which  brought  to  him  such  a  fine  harvest  that 
he  became  fully  satisfied  with  the  richness  of  the 
soil.  Ills  history  since  coming  to  this  place  has  been 
that  of  a  thoroughly  progressive  man  and  what- 
ever he  has  undertaken  has  proved  successful. 

Mr.  Green  is  a  man  of  vast  experience,  whose 
wealth  and  enterprise  have  given  him  social  pres- 
tige in  this  community  and  have  enabled  him  to 
give  to  his  children  a  thorough  education.  Al- 
though he  has  given  each  of  his  sons  considerable 
land,  he  still  retains  in  his  possession  a  highly  cul- 
tivated farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Farmington  and  Salem  Townships.  He  and  his 
wife  are  esteemed  members  of  the  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Green  vvas  first  a 
Whig,  but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  cast  his  ballot  and  used  his  influence  in  its 
interest.  He  is  unusually  keen-fitted  and  is  able 
at  a  fiance  to  place  the  correct  valuation  upon 
men  and  things.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
fellow-citizens  and  is  consulted  upon  many  afifairs 
of  importance,  whether  of  public  or  private  nature. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  review  the 
reader  will  notice  on  another  page  a  portrait  of 
Mr.  Green. 


\i^ORTER  J.GREEN  is  a  well-to-do  farmer 
11  Jji  and  stock-raiser  of  this  county,  owning  a 
•^1?*^  valuable  farm,  of  which  one  hundred  acres 
11^  lie  on  section  5,  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
6.  Farmington  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Rens- 
selaer County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Jonathan  Green, 
was  born  in  the  same  count}'.  He  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Miranda  Himes,  and   of  the  nine   children 


born  to  them  the  following  is  recorded:  Antoinette 
married  Barber  Green  and  lives  in  Adams,  Mass.; 
Samuel  resides  in  Zilonite,  Mass. ;  Margaret,  who 
lives  in  Rhode  Island,  has  been  twice  married,  first 
to  Mr.  Lamb  and  afterward  to  Mr.  Green;  Pris- 
cilla  lives  in  Adams.  Mass.;  William  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two;  Porter,  our  subject;  Amy  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  ;  Dyer  is  a  resident  of  Nebraska; 
Ambrose,  of  Rhode  Island.  The  father  died  in 
Rensselaer  County,  and  the  mother  then  removed 
back  to  Massachusetts,  where  her  life  was  brought 
to  a  close  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was  born 
November  12,  184 L  He  was  well  trained  by  his 
worthy  parents,  and  started  out  in  life  well  pre- 
pared to  fight  its  battle.'.  He  early  adopted  the 
calling  of  a  farmer  and  has  met  with  success  in  his 
pursuits.  He  purchased  his  present  homestead  in 
1880.  This  is  provided  with  a  neat  and  substantial 
set  of  buildings,  including  a  fine  new  barn  which 
was  erected  in  1889.  The  farm  is  first  class  in  all 
its  appointments  and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
places  in  the  neighborhood. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Jefferson  County, 
his  native  State,  to  Miss  Matilda  Brimmer,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Matilda  (Saunders)  Brimmer. 
Her  father  came  to  Fulton  Count}'  in  1854  and 
became  a  very  well-to-do  man.  He  died  in  the  State 
of  New  York  in  January,  1886,  at  the  advanced 
of  eighty-two  years.  His  widow  is  still  living  in 
Jefferson  Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  is  in  her  seventy- 
ninth  year.  Of  the  eight  children  born  of  their 
marriage  seven  grew  to  maturity,  namely,  Jacob, 
Nathan,  Electa,  Mary,  Matilda,  Ambrose  and  Sarah. 
Mrs.  Green  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y. 
She  is  a  capable  woman,  and  knows  well  how  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  her  household.  Two  children 
are  the  fruit  of  her  marriage  with  our  subject — 
Arthur,  who  lives  at  home,  and  Nellie.  The  latter 
is  the  wife  of  Nelson  AVright,  of  Farmington 
Township,  and  they  have  one  child — Lloyd,  a  beau- 
tiful, black-eyed  boy. 

Mrs.  (Saunders)  Brimmor  and  Mrs.  John  S, 
Green  are  the  only  survivors  of  the  Saunders  fam- 
ily. The  Brimmers  were  Methodists  in  their  relig- 
ious views,  the  Saunders  were  Seventh-Day  Baptists 
and  the  Greens  were  Baptists.     Thus  our  subject 
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and  his  wife  received  an  early  religious  training, 
are  people  of  earnest  Christian  belief  and  among 
tiie  leading  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Farmington.  As  a  true  citizen  should  be,  Mr. 
Green  is  interested  in  politics  and  is  a  stanch  ad- 
lierent  of  the  Republican  parly. 


(^5$)H0MAS  WEESE,  who  ranks  among  the 
/^^^  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Pleasant  Town- 
^•^'J  ship,  was  born  in  Fulton  County  July  2nd, 
1849.  His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth,  commonly 
called  Betsy,  Weese,  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county,  the  father  having  been  born  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  He  was  quite  a  young  man 
when  he  came  here,  and  was  three  times  married, 
our  subject  being  tiie  only  child  born  to  his  first 
marriage.  He  settled  ir.  Pleasant  Township  while 
tlie  country  around  here  was  scarcely  more  than  a 
'•forest  primeval"  and  like  most  of  the  pioneers  wiis 
forced  to  endure  many  hardships  and  privations. 
He  was  a  man  possessing  great  strength  of  charac- 
ter and  excellent  judgment,  and  was  largely 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  wonderful 
transformation  that  changed  a  land  covered  with 
timber  to  fertile  anil  valuable  farms.  He  was,  in 
politics,  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  took  great  interest  in  supporting  all  political 
matters  that  tended  to  the  improvement  of  county 
and  State.  He  also  exerted  great  influence  in  social 
circles  and  was  a  man  much  beloved  and  respected 
by  his  neighbors.  He  left  a  large  and  valuable  es- 
tate, at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  inherited  sufficient 
money  to  give  him  a  good  sitart  in  life,  and  the 
scenes  familiar  to  his  childhood  are  all  in  this 
county,  and  his  interest  in  the  progress  of  Pleasant 
Township  is  therefore  naturally  very  great.  He 
has  at  all  times  given  his  attention  to  agriculture 
and  is  a  most  successful  and  enterprising  farmer, 
having  cultivated  his  lands  after  the  most  improved 
methods  and  making  a  real  science  of  farming.  His 
educational  advantages  were  the  best  that  time  af- 
forded, but  he  received  none  of  the  polish  of  the 
higher  branches  of  study  Uiat  one  finds  at  the  pres- 


ent time  in  the  schools  throughout  the  country. 
The  schooUiouse  he  attended  was  merely  a  little 
log  cabin  and  tlic  furniture  within  was  truly  primi- 
tive in  character,  consisting  of  split-slab  seats,  and 
other  things  quite  in  keeping  with  these.  A  ruder 
construction  could  scarcely  be  imagined,  and  situ- 
ated as  it  was  in  the  midst  of  an  uncultivated 
country  it  presented  a  picture  that  lingers  long  in 
memory.  Our  subject  has  always  been  fond  of 
reading  and  has  taken  much  pleasure  in  keeping 
posted  on  literary  matters  of  the  day.  He  is  a 
most  elegant  and  cultured  gentleman  and  one  whose 
many  excellent  traits  are  fully  appreciated  by  the 
community  in  which  be  resides. 

Mr.  Weese  married  Miss  Maggie  Athy,  a  native 
of  Mason  County,  111.,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living — 
Dickson,  Hattie,  Effie  and  Mary.  Our  subject  owns 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  of  valuable  land, 
all  of  which  is  well  cultivated.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  a  strong  supporter  of  his 
party  principles.  He  is  a  man  well  and  favorably 
known  and  one  whom  we  are  pleased  to  represent  in 
our  Album. 


ARTIN  B.  MASON.  The  world  is  crowded 
with  men  and  women  trying  each  to  gain 
success  through  the  different  avenues  of 
mone^'-making,  and  day  after  day  the 
ceaseless  round  of  duty  goes  on;  some  giving  atten- 
tion to  professional  callings,  some  "buying  and 
selling"  in  commercial  headquarters,  and  still 
others  cultivating  tlie  soil.  It  is  a  pretty  generally 
conceded  f.act  that  the  agriculturist  leads  the  freest 
and  easiest  life,  since  his  time  is  his  own  through 
much  of  each  year.  And  certainly  to  no  class  of 
'•bread  winners"  are  we  indebted  for  more  beneficial 
results  than  to  the  farmer. 

Our  subject  at  tlie  present  time  is  identified  with 
the  latter-named  chiss.  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a  more  genial,  intellectual,  or  courteous  gen- 
tlem.an  than  Mr.  Mason.  At  one  time  he  was  in  the 
hotel  business  at  Farmington,  and  made  a  good 
••mine  host."    But  after  continuing  in  that  business 
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for  several  years  in  connection  with  his  brother 
James,  our  subject  moved  to  a  farm  in  Knox 
County,  about  two  miles  from  Yates  City,  and  there 
became  an  extensive  land  owner.  However,  he  re- 
turned to  this  county,  settling  on  a  small  farm  one 
mile  from  Farmington,  where  he  owns  a  nice  resi- 
dence and  fifteen  acres  of  ground. 

Mr.  Mason  was  born  in  Fayette  County.  Pa., 
on  the  sixth  day  of  May,  1808,  his  parents 
being  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Biddinger)  Mason, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  respectively. 
His  earliest  recollections  are  of  life  in  Ohio,  where' 
he  attended  school  in  a  little  log  house  for  three 
months  during  the  winter.  The  father  moved  with 
his  family  to  this  place  in  1837,  going  into  the  hotel 
business.  In  1842  the  subject  of  our  sketch  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  A.  Slosson,  who  was  born  in  Troy, 
New  York,  and  is  a  daugiiter  of  Dutcher  and  Sarah 
(Sampson")  Slosson,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  respectively.  Mrs.  Mason  reached 
maidenhood  at  Troy,  coming  with  her  parents  to 
Illinois  in  the  year  1835.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason 
have  been  born  seven  children,  viz:  Charles  H.,  who 
married  Miss  Melissa  Coon,  has  three  children,  and 
resides  at  Fairfield,  Iowa;  Sarah  J.;  Harriet  E.,  who 
married  James  Broherd,  and  died  without  leaving 
any  children;  Catherine;  William  J.,  who  married 
Miss  Mary  Yager,  lives  in  Yates  City,  and  has  one 
child;  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Coon,  has 
three  children,  and  makes  her  home  at  Holdridge, 
Phelps  County,  Neb.;  and  Martin  S.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Clara  Rider,  has  one  child  and  lives  in 
Farmington. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  No.  320,  is  a  member  of  the  Yates 
City  Lodge,  and  belongs  to  a  Commandery  at 
Galesburg.  He  is  verj'  prominently  connected 
with  this  fraternity.  He  has  held  several  public 
offices,  being  at  one  time  County  Commissioner 
of  Knox  County,  and  Sujiervisor  of  Salem  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  and  their  family  belong  to 
the  Universalist  Church,  Mr.  Mason  having  helped 
to  build  the  churcli  of  this  denomination  both  at 
Farmington  and  at  Yates  City. 

Our  subject's  father  was  fifty-seven  years  old  at 
liie  lime  of  his  death;  the  mother  lived  to  be  past 


seventy.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  viz : 
Martin,  James  and  Nancy  (deceased),  and  Wil- 
liam. The  father  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Ohio  in  1814,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  at  one  time  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
the  latter  named  State.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
has  many  celebrated  ancestors  and  has  inherited 
much  social  culture. 


5SE0RGE  C.  SHUMAKER  is  an  enterprising 
I-—,  and  intelligent  farmer,  and  is  successfully 
;^  managing  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
of  land,  which  he  rents,  lying  partly  in  Farmington, 
where  he  makes  his  residence,  and  partly  in  Canton 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Md.,  near  Rohrersville.  His  parents,  Jonathan  and 
Mahala  (Branderberg)  Shuraaker,  were  also  natives 
of  ISIaryland.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  also  his  maternal  grandfather,  came  from 
Germany  to  this  eountr}'., 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer,and  in  1837 
came  westward  and  tried  life  in  Oiiio,  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  but  not  liking  this  part  of  the  country  he 
returned  to  his  native  Mar3'land,  and  died  there  in 
1874,  attlie  age  of  sixty-three  years.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  also  died  in  that  State.  She  and  her 
husband  had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity  and  are  still  living  as  follows:  George  C, 
Otho  James,  Cj-ster  Rupley  and  Frederick  T. 
O.  J.  lives  in  Middletown,  Md.,  and  all  the  others, 
with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  reside  in  that 
State. 

George  C.  Shumaker,  of  this  biographical  sketch, 
was  born  November  20,  1860.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  in  Maryland,  where  he  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  gained  a  sound  practical 
knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1883, 
ambitious  to  better  his  financial  condition,  he 
determined  to  see  what  he  could  accomplish  on  the 
fertile  soil  of  the  Prairie  State,  and  he  made  his 
way  from  his  old  home  to  this  county.  He  worked 
out  five  years  hj-  tiie  month,  and  carefully  saved 
his  earnings,  and  was  enabled   to  marry  and  estab- 
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lisli  a  home  for  liiraself.  He  is  now  actively  en- 
gaged in  his  calling:,  renting  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Farmington,  and  one 
luindred  and  fifty  acres  in  Canton  Township.  The 
land  is  under  good  cultivation  and  he  manages  to 
get  from  it  a  full  return  in  fine  harvests  for  his  out- 
lay of  labor  and  expense. 

Mr.  Shumaker  and  Miss  Jennie  E.  Slifer,  united 
their  lives  and  fortunes  on  the  27th  of  December, 
1887,  and  have  established  a  home  where  coziness 
and  comfort  abound,  and  that  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the 
pleasantest  abodes  in  the  neighborhood.  Mrs. 
Shumaker  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen 
(Potter)  Slifer,  and  she  was  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Maryland.  She  was  the  only  child  of  her 
father,  who  died  when  she  was  young.  Her 
mother  married  a  second  time,  becoming  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Andrew  Reader.  By  that  marriage  she  had 
live  ciiildrcn,  namely:  Cornelius  James,  Fannie  L., 
David  G.,  Jersey  J.,  Charles  C.  I'annie  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  L.  Castle,  a  farmer,  and  they  have  two 
children.  Mrs.  Shumaker  is  a  devoted  Christian 
a:)d  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
in  Maryland.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child — Roy  C.  Mr. 
Shumaker  is  a  stalwart  defender  of  the  Democrats 
in  politics. 

<^THARINE  keeling,  whose  sketch  now 
@£Jj     invites  attention,  is  one  of  the  oldest  men 

11  Hi  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  having  in  the 
^  course    of   his   long  life    witnessed  many 

changes  and  an  immense  amount  of  progress  in  the 
State,  and  also  having  accumulated  a  considerable 
fortune.  Longevity  for  some  reasons  and  in  some 
cases  is  not  a  desirable  thing,  liut  it  certainly  gives 
a  man  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  esperience,  and 
gains  him  a  larger  number  of  successes  than  can  be 
accomplished  in  a  shorter  span  of  years. 

Mr.  Keeling's  birth  occurred  in  Elizabethtown, 
Hardin  County,  Ky.,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1823, 
being  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Lydia  (Howey)  Keel- 
ing. When  only  three  years  of  age  our  subject 
moved  with  his  parents  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  the 


family  leaving  the  beautiful  Blue  Grass  country 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  idea  of  slavery 
was  distasteful  to  them,  and  as  that  custom  pre- 
vailed everywhere  south  of  "Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,"  they  were  forced  to  seek  a  northern  home. 
They  first  located  in  Jacksonville,  but  after  two 
years  removed  to  Springfield,  where  the  father 
purchased  a  grist  and  saw  mill  on  the  south  fork 
of  the  Sangamon  River;  and  the  earliest  recollec- 
tions of  our  subject  date  back  to  the  "old  mill"  by 
the  river  side,  where  he  spent  manj'  happy  da^'s  in 
his  childhood.  The  business  proved  very  success- 
ful, and  the  father  previous  to  his  death  was  an  ex- 
tensive landowner,  owning  several  thousand  acres 
of  valuable  timber  and  prairie  land  along  the  San- 
gamon River.  He  died  in  1856,  being  sixty-one 
years  old;  the  mother  had  died  about  twenty  years 
before,  when  only  thirty-six  years  of  age.  To  them 
were  born  nine  children,  viz.:  Eldridge,  Atharine; 
Singleton,  Hayden,  Lydia  and  Louisa  are  deceased; 
America;  Lewis,  deceased;  and  William. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Keeling,  was  a  Methodist  minister,  and  his  birth- 
place was  in  England.  He  married  in  that  country 
Miss  Susan  Grant,  and  upon  coming  to  America 
settled  first  in  Virginia,  but  afterward  removed  to 
Kentucky.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Howey,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  married  Mrs.  Cecelia  McKinney.  They  were 
all  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  settled  in  Virginia 
about  the  time  of  the  Colonial  War. 

Mr.  Keeling's  father  being  interested  in  the 
brick  business,  he  learned  that  when  a  boy  of  four- 
teen summers,  going  to  a  pa^'  school  through 
three  months  of  the  twelve,  which  was  taught  by 
Dr.  Springer,  father  of  Congressman  Springer. 
Our  subject  was  a  neighbor  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  was  well  acquainted  with  him. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  left  home  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  when  his  father  wafe  married  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  commenced  to  work  for  himself  in 
the  brick  business,  employing  a  number  of  hands 
and  clearing  iil,000  the  first  year.  He  continued 
Ibis  field  of  labor  for  a  period  of  fiftj'-two  years, 
turning  out  a  tremendous  amount  of  brick  and 
tile. 

Mv.  Keeling  was  married  iu  1848,   to  Miss  Mary 
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Jane  Wilson,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Maria  (Bro- 
herd)  Wilson.  She  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  and  her  father  was  by  birth  and  education  a 
Scotchman — Edinburgh  being  his  native  place.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  born  seven  children, 
viz.:  Thomas  J.,  Mary  Jane,  Maria,  Ellen,  Marga- 
ret, Amanda,  and  James,  who  died  in  youth.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  blessed  with  six 
children,  viz.:  Oscar  II.,  Mary  Helen,  Alice  A., 
Annie  M.,  Clara  Inez  and  Jesse  L.,  all  of  whom 
are  prosperous  and  talented. 

Mr.  Keeling  voted  for  Henry  Claj-  in  1844,  and 
for  the  Whig  candidates  until  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  at  which  time  he  commenced 
to  support  that  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
BapUst  Church,  having  been  connected  with  tiiat 
denomination  for  forty  years.  Mrs.  Keeling  also 
belongs  to  this  church.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
is  a  great  reader,  and  possessing  a  retentive  mem- 
ory is  a  most  interesting  companion,  and  much  es- 
teemed both  for  his  intellectuality  and  his  many 
excellent  traits  of  character. 

<«  IVILLIAM  H.  COZINE  is  known  as  one  of 
\/\J/l  the  most  skillful  and  intelligent  machinists 
'^^  and  blacksmiths  in  all  Fulton  County,  and 
his  business  as  such,  which  he  is  conducting  in 
Lewistown,  is  extensive  and  lucrative.  He  is 
prominent  in  the  public  life  of  this  municipalit}'  as 
a  member  of  the  Cit}'  Council,  and  his  active  in- 
terest in  its  welfare  and  sagacious,  well-trained 
mind  make  his  aid  invaluable  as  a  civic  official. 

January  4,  1841,  was  the  date  of  the  birth  of 
our  subject  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind.  His  great- 
grandfather, Garrett  Cozine,  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  of  early  German  ancestry.  He 
was  reared  and  married  in  Pennsylvania  and  re- 
moved from  there  to  Kentucky.  He  became  a 
pioneer  of  Mercer  County,  where  he  dwelt  until 
1835.  Once  more  lie  became  a  pioneer,  removing 
from  thence  to  the  wilds  of  Hendricks  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  bought  land  and  improved  a  farm. 
He  there  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  his  wife  having  died  two  years  previously  at 


the  same  age.     Her  maiden  name  was  Shuman  and 
she  was  born  in  Germany. 

Cornelius  Cozine,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Kentucky. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Jennie  Vanars- 
dale,  and  she  w;is  also  a  native  of  Kentuckj'.  Their 
son  Garrett,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  that 
State,  near  Harrisburg,  in  Mercer  County.  He 
emigrated  from  there  to  Indiana,  and  became  an 
early  settler  of  Hendricks  County.  He  was  ac- 
companied thither  by  his  wife  and  children,  and 
they  took  up  their  abode  on  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
which  he  had  leased.  He  cleared  much  of  it,  and 
lived  on  it  until  1852.  Again  he  became  a  pioneer 
and  in  that  j'car  started  westward  with  his  wife  and 
five  children,  and  came  to  Fulton  County.  On  his 
arrival  here  he  leased  a  farm  for  a  time,  and  tlieu 
bought  one  in  Lewistown  Township,  which  he  de- 
veloped into  a  fine  piece  of  property  and  there 
death  rounded  out  his  busj-  life  in  1888.  His  wifs 
had  preceded  him  in  death,  dj'ing  in  1872.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Susan  R.  Beadles.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Beadles  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Niel  Beadles.  For  her  family  history  see  sketch  of 
N.  Beadles. 

William  Cozine,  of  whom  these  lines  are  written, 
was  one  of  thirteen  children,  and  was  a  lad  of  ten 
j'ears  when  became  to  this  county  with  his  parents. 
He  has  a  vivid  remembrance  of  his  early  home  in 
Hendricks  County,  and  of  the  incidents  of  pioneer 
life  there.  There  were  no  railroads  in  Indiana 
when  he  was  a  child  and  that  section  of  the  country 
where  his  people  lived  was  sparsely  settled.  The 
nearest  mill  was  at  Indianapolis,  twent^'-six  miles 
distant,  and  it  was  operated  by  a  tread  power.  Tiie 
highways  of  travel  were  rough  and  at  times  almost 
impassable,  and  a  rude  corduroj'  road  extended 
most  of  the  way  from  Hendricks  Count3-  to  In- 
dianapolis. William  attended  school  and  assisted 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  eighteen  j-ears  old, 
when  he  eng.iged  with  Joseph  Yarnell  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  learn  of  him  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith. 
He  subsequently  went  into  the  plow  shops  of  Tliomns 
Stanbury,  and  worked  under  his  instruction  a  year 
and  a  half,  his  motive  being  to  more  thoroughly 
learn  the  trade  of  a  machinist,  for  which  he  seemed 
to   have  a  particular  genius.     He   then   opened  a 
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machine  aud  blacksmith  shop  in  Lewistown  and  with 
the  exception  of  three  years,  has  carried  on  busi- 
ness in  this  city  continuously  since  tliat  time.  He 
is  celebrated  as  a  fine  workman  and  he  employs 
only  the  most  skilled  men  and  has  Iniilt  up  an  ex- 
tensive trade. 

In  1862  Mr.  Cozine  was  wedded  to  Ann  Eliza 
Herl)ert.  The  estimable  lady  is  a  native  of  Lew- 
isto^vn  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  (01m- 
stead)  Herbert.  Harry,  the  first  child  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  died  when  six  years  old.  They 
have  three  children  living:  Charles  H.,AVillard  C, 
and  Blanche. 

Mr.  Cozine  is  classed  among  the  best  citizens  of 
the  cit\',  both  as  regards  his  private  life,  which  is 
irreproachable,  and  his  civic  capacity  in  which  he 
has  acted  without  stain.  His  fellow-citizens  ap- 
preciating his  worth,  his  sound  business  talent  and 
genuine  integrity  have  called  him  to  take  uart  in 
the  management  of  municipal  affairs  and  he  is  now 
serving  his  eighth  year  as  a  member  of  the  Cit}' 
Council.  He  uses  his  political  Influence  in  favor 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Religiously,  he  and  his 
wife,  who  are  sincere  Christian  people,  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


im^ 


J -^  AMES  NELSON.  Superintendent  of  Claire 
Coal  Company,  at  Middle  Grove.  Scotland 
has  contributed  her  full  quota  to  the  popu- 
lation and  development  of  the  great  AVest, 
and  her  sons  have  been  found  almost  uniformly 
thrifty  and  industrious,  and  especially  is  this  true 
in  the  case  of  James  Nelson.  Coming  from  the 
land  where  flows  the  "bonny  Dee,"  and  where  the 
purple  heather  clothes  the  ground  with  a  bright  and 
seemingly  unbroken  carpet,  he  possesses  all  the 
poetic  genius  and  love  of  the  beautiful  which  seems 
somehow  an  innate  principle  of  every  Scotchman's 
nature.  Although  a  comparative  stranger  in  this 
city,  Mr.  Nelson  has  by  his  ready  wit,  courtesy, 
and  kindness  of  heart  won  for  himself  the  esteem 
of  this  community. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  born  in  Holley  Town,  Scotland, 
and  there  surrounded  by  the  beauties  of  his  native 


land,  passed  a  happy  childhood.  His  father,  Alex 
Nelson,  and  his  mother,  who  previous  to  her 
marriage  was  Miss  Annie  Kirkwood,  were  natives 
of  Scotland  and  were  married  in  that  country,  and 
their  five  children  were  born  there  before  they  emi- 
grated to  America  in  18G4.  LTpon  first  reaching 
the  United  States  they  settled  in  Pittsburg,  and 
later  in  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  188.5.  hav- 
ing attained  his  sixty-seventh  year.  The  mother 
is  at  the  present  writing  living  in  Ohio,  and  is 
sixty-eight  years  of  age,  and  her  children  were 
named  respectively:  Alex;  John  (who  was  killed 
by  a  baseball  when  fourteen  j'ears  of  age);  Jane, 
Ellen,  and  James. 

Our  subject's 'birtli  occurred  on  February  19, 
1845,  and  his  recollections  of  bonny  Scotland  are 
very  pleasant  indeed.  His  educational  advantages 
were  excellent,  and  he  lost  no  opportunity  to  im- 
prove his  mind.  At  the  early  age  of  ten  years  he 
began  to  work  in  a  colliery,  and  when  fifteen  years 
of  age  enlisted  in  the  Seventy-eighth  Highlanders, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  departing  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  but  was  recalled  home  by  his  parents, 
and  seeing  Ijow  much  the  idea  distressed  his  mother, 
concluded  to  abandon  the  ranks  and  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica in  1860.  He  landed  in  New  York  in  August, 
and  going  to  New  Jersey  began  to  work  on  a  farm, 
but  not  being  accustomed  to  that  kind  of  work  he 
soon  abandoned  it  and  went  to  Pennsjlvania,  where 
he  engaged  in  coal  mining  for  four  months,  and 
was  at  a  later  day  engaged  in  the  same  business  in 
Maryland.  In  the  latter  named  State  he  lost  his 
heart  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Allen,  who  was  like  him- 
self a  native  of  Scotland,  and  after  a  nine  months' 
courtship  they  were  married  on  November  10, 
1862,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and  there  made 
their  home  for  a  lime.  One  child  was  born  to  them, 
Annie,  who  died  when  only  eighteen,  months  old. 

Mr.  Nelson  enlisted  in  1864  in  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantrj-, 
and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Camp  Wilkins, 
and  discharged  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  the  fall  of  the 
following  year.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
coal  mining  at  Uniontown,  Kj'.,  and  while  there 
fell  a  victim  to  the  ague,  which  is  so  prevalent  in 
that  State.  He  was  engaged  in  mining  through 
different   parts   of   Virginia,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
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Marylaiul,  Kentucky,  and  Illinois,  and  has  traveled 
tlirough  the  greater  portion  of  seventeen  States. 
Me  took  possession  of  the  Claire  Coal  Company  in 
September  of  the  year  1889,  a  company  which  is 
turninjj  out  one  hundred  and  forty  tons  of  lump 
coal  |)er  day,  and  engages  forty  miners.  Of  this 
business  our  subject  is  well  prepared  to  take  charge, 
having  had  a  most  extensive  experience.  Though 
at  present  so  closely  identified  with  the  business 
and  social  affairs  of  Middle  Grove,  his  residence  is 
at  Gloucester,  Ohio. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  been  born  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whom  one  is  de.ad,  and  the 
following  living,  viz:  Annie,  Alex,  Frank,  James 
Bruce.  Xettie,  Robert,  Willie,  Mary  and  Andrew. 
Our  subject  was  ordained  to  preach  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church  in  1873,  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  He  is  a 
Good  Templar,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  or- 
ganizing the  lodge  at  Middle  Grove,  and  takes 
pleasure  in  always  supporting  the  Prohibition  ticket 
with  his  vote  and  influence.  Mr.  Nelson  at  the 
time  of  his  residence  in  Oliio  was  Deputy  High 
Cliief  Ruler  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Recha- 
bites.  He  is  an  unusually  intellectual  man,  and  his 
extensive  travels  liave  given  him  a  clear  insight 
into  the  social  and  business  customs  both  of  the 
I'nited  States  and  Scotland. 


-^^- 


J JACOB  DARLING  is  acceptably  filling  the 
position  of  Police  Magistrate  of  Astoria.  He 
came  to  this  place  more  than  forty  years 
^^  ago,  and  has  ever  since  been  one  of  its 
most  useful  citizens.  He  was  born  September 
5, 1827,  on  a  farm  near  Warsaw,  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio.  His  father,  Isaac  Darling,  was  born  on  the 
south  branch  of  the  Potomac  River  in  Virginia, 
and  was  a  son  of  Robert  Darling,  who  is  thought 
to  have  been  born  in  Ireland  of  Scotch  parentage. 
The  latter  on  coming  to  America  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  subsequently  remcvcd  from  there  to 
Ohio  in  1806,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Coshocton 
County.  The  removal  was  made  with  teams,  and 
the  greater  part  of  tiie  way  lay  through  a  wilder- 
n'ss.     There  were  but   a   few  families    living    in 


Coshocton  Count3'  at  the  time  and  the  Indians 
still  lingered  about  their  old  hunting  grounds  in 
that  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Darling  bought  a  tract 
of  heavily  timbered  land  and  built  a  log  house  to 
shelter  his  family.  There  were  no  markets  and  the 
people  lived  almost  entirely  on  the  products  of 
their  land  and  on  venison,  bear  meat  and  other 
game  which  was  abundant.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  cleared  quite  a  tract  of  land,  and  lived 
in  his  pioneer  home  until  his  death.  He  raised  flax 
and  kept  sheep  and  his  wife  used  to  card,  spin  and 
weave  the  wool  and  flax,  and  made  all  the  cloth  in 
the  family.  Her  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Passcn. 
She  also  died  on  the  home  farm.  She  was  the 
mother  of  twelve  children;  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

Isaac  Darling  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Ohio.  He  assisted  his  father  in 
clearing  the  farm,  and  resided  thereon  until  his 
marriage,when  he  bought  land  across  the  Walhold- 
ing  River  from  his  old  home.  Forty  acres  of 
land  were  cleared  and  a  log  house  stood  on  the 
clearing,  which  was  afterward  the  birthplace  of  our 
subject.  The  father  erected  a  substantial  brick 
house  in  1839,  and  in  that  made  his  home  until  his 
death  during  the  war.  He  lived  to  see  that  part 
of  Ohio  in  which  he  settled,  develop  from  a  wilder- 
ness into  a  well  settled  and  wealthy  count3-,  and  he 
contributed  his  quota  to  advance  its  growth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  first  wife,  the  subject's  mother, 
was  Mahala  Severns.  Her  father,  Joseph  Severns, 
was  a  native  of  Wales  and  a  pioneer  of  Coshocton 
Count}'.  Mrs.  Darling  died  in  1832.  There  were 
six  children  born  of  her  marriage;  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Mr.  Darling's  second  wife  was 
Jane  .Severns,  a  cousin  to  his  fir^t  wife.  She  died 
two  years  after  her  husband's  death. 

Jacob  Darling,  of  whom  we  write,  grew  to  man's 
estate  in  his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty.^ 
one  commenced  work  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
He  resided  in  Coshocton  Count}^  until  1848,  when 
he  went  to  Indiana,  and  spent  the  winter  in  that 
State.  In  the  spring  of  1849  he  started  on  horse- 
back for  this  county,  and  after  a  very  pleasant 
and  agreeable  journey  arrived  here  safelj'.  and 
located  in  Astoria.     He  found    here  only  a  small 


^^  ^fel: 
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village,  and  men  of  his  calling  were  in  demand  to 
ass'st  in  building  up  the  country.  He  worked  at 
his  trade  until  the  _year  1852,  and  then  was  elecied 
Constable.  He  served  in  that  otHce  continuously 
until  1885,  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  and 
made  an  invaluable  official.  In  1885  Mr.  Darling 
«:is  appointed  Postmaster  of  Astoria,  and  served 
with  acceptation  until  after  the  change  of  adminis- 
tration. During  the  time  he  was  Constable  he 
acted  four  terms  as  Collector  of  Taxes.  In  1890 
Mr.  Darling  was  elected  to  the  important  office  of 
Police  Magistrate  of  Astoria.  He  is  discharging 
the  duties  thus  devolving  upon  him  with  sound 
judgment,  rare  discrimination,  tact  and  fairness, 
and  the  people  are  well  satisfied  with  his  manner  of 
conducting  the  affairs  of  his  office. 

]M*.  Darling  and  Miss  Matilda  Fleming  were 
married  in  the  month  of  October,  1849.  Mrs. 
Darling  is  a  native  of  Coshocton  Count}-,  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  Fleming.  Six  children 
have  blessed  her  happy  union  with  our  subject, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Isaac  M.,  Oliver  L., 
(jeorge  N.,  Clement  L.,  Lee  Roos  and  Hugh  H. 


NA  ARTIN  V.  PUTMAN  is  a  prominent  and 
///  IV  w^'^l'-l^y  farmer  of  Canton,  111.  He  is  a 
///  li)  native  of  this  countj-,  and  a  representative 
■J  of  an  old  and  well-known  pioneer  family, 

in  whose  honor  Putman  Township,  the  place  of  his 
birth,  was  named.  He  was  born  December  28, 
1843,  an  1  is  the  sixth  of  ten  children  born  to  Har- 
rison and  Malinda  (Fouts)  Putman. 

Harrison  Putman,  whose  portrait  appears  on  the 
opposite  page  and  who  is  a  retired  farmer  living 
in  Canton,  was  born  in  Gibson  County,  Ind.,  De- 
cember 3,  1811.  His  father,  Hazel  Putman,  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  His  mother,  Isabel 
(Fouts)  Putman,  was  a  daughter  of  David  Fouts, 
and  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  She  and  her  hus- 
band removed  to  Indiana  in  an  early  day  of  its 
settlement  soon  after  their  marriage,  becoming 
pioneers  of  Gibson  County.  A  few  years  later  they 
removed  to  a  farm  near  Evansville. 


Harrison  Putman  was  the  oldest  of  a  family  of 
seven  children,  and  passed  his  youthful  days  on  the 
old  homestead  near  Evansville.  He  was  eleven 
years  old  when  he  came  to  Fulton  County  with  his 
parents  who  located  in  what  became  Putman  Town- 
ship; the  latter  was  named  in  honor  of  his  father, 
who  bought  a  large  tract  of  timber  land,  for  which 
he  afterward  secured  a  patent  and  carried  on  trade 
there  as  a  blacksmith  and  gunsmith.  Both  father 
and  mother  dietf  in  this  count}'.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist,  and  she  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Putman 
Township.  He  was  very  fortunate  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  calling,  acquiring  a  iiandsome  fortune  and  a 
farm  containing  several  hundred  acres  of  choice 
land.  In  1872  he  retired  from  his  farm  in  Putman 
Township  to  Canton,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  was  married  November  15,  1832,  to 
Malinda  Fouts,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
Fonts.  She  was  born  July  27,  1814,  and  after  a  . 
happy  wedded  life  of  nearly  fifty-eight  years  dura- 
lion,  she  died  in  the  month  of  April,  1890. 

Martin  Putman,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
bred  to  manhood  on  his  father's  old  homestead  in 
Putman  Township.  He  attended  school  at  the 
Hiatt  schoolhouse  during  the  winter  months  and 
worked  on  the  farm  in  the  summer.  One  winter  he 
was  a  pupil  in  a  Canton  school.  He  remained  an 
inmate  of  the  parental  household  till  he  attained 
his  twenty-first  year,  when  he  began  his  career  as  a 
farmer  on  eighty  acres  of  land  given  him  by  his 
father.  Success  has  attended  his  efforts,  and  he  is 
now  a  substantial  and  well-to-do  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser.  His  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  acres  in  Putman  Township  is  well  cultivated 
and  highlj-  improved.  He  has  erected  on  it  good 
buildings,  and  has  it  well  stocked,  as  before  his  re- 
moval to  Canton  he  was  an  extensive  feeder  of 
cattle  and  hogs.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  a 
wheat  raiser,  and  has  also  raised  large  crops  of 
corn.  He  continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  till  1884, 
when  he  removed  to  Canton  that  he  might  give  his 
children  better  opportunities  for  an  education.  In 
the  western   part  of  the  town  he  built  a  neat  and 
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commodious  residence  wiiieli  is  shaded  by  beauti- 
ful native  hard  maple  trees  that  afford  a  most 
frratoful  and  refreshing  shelter  during  the  summer 
months. 

March  14,  1867,  was  the  date  of  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  with  Miss  Hannah  Newton  of  Putraan 
Township.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Newton,  a 
prominent  physican  of  the  county,  who  came  here 
from  Connecticut.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putman  have  had 
four  children;  Kate  N..  Leuella  M.,  May  M.  and 
Gean  Gale  who  died  in  infancy. 

While  he  was  a  resident  of  Putman  Township, 
Mr.  Putman  took  a  prominent  part  in  educational 
matters  as  a  member  of  the  .School  Board  and  also 
as  School  Director  for  a  number  of  years.  In  poli- 
tics he  upholds  the  policy  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  a  man  of  good  mental  endowments,  frank  and 
.straightforward,  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who 
know  liim  or  have  had  dealings  with  him. 

J""/  ESSE  POLLOCK,  an  old  pioneer  of  Fulton 
County,  is  now  one  of  its  most  substantial 
j  farmeis  and  his  fine  farm  in  Lewistown 
'  Township  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  locality. 
His  birth-place  was  a  farm  two  miles  from  Florence 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  the  date  of  his 
birth  was  April  .3,  1812.  He  is  a  son  of  one  David 
Pollock  who  was  born  of  Scotch  ancestry  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.  His  parents  were  Presbyterians 
and  reared  their  family  in  the  same  faith.  The  fa- 
ther, two  brothers,  Benjamin  and  John,  and  three 
sisters  came  to  America  and  made  their  home  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  our  subject  arrived 
in  this  countrj'  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  enlisted  with  the  Minute  Men  and  did 
good  service  In  the  war.  After  peace  had  been  de- 
clared, he  settled  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  of 
which  he  was  a  pioneer.  He  carried  on  farming  on 
leased  land  there  until  1818.  In  that  j-ear  with  his 
wife  and  six  children,  he  started  with  a  team  for 
Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  part 
of  Richland,  now  included  in  Ashland  County.  He 
bought  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Milton 
Township,  and  erected  a  log  house  in  the  primeval 


wilds,  where  deer,  bear,  wolves,  and  all  kinds  of  wild 
game  roamed  at  will.  There  were  no  railways  or 
canals  in  that  part  of  the  country  in  those  days  and 
the  lake  ports,  forty  miles  distant,  were  the  princi- 
pal markets.  He  cleared  away  the  forest  trees  from 
his  land  and  evolved  a  productive  farm  from  the 
wilderness,  and  there  the  remainder  of  his  life  w.is 
passed.  His  wife  also  died  on  the  home  farm.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Betsey  Morrow,  and  she  was  a 
native  of  the  North  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry.    They  reared  a  family  of  seven  children. 

Their  son,  Jesse,  was  six  years  old  when  his  pio- 
neer life  commenced  in  the  wilds  of  Ohio,  and 
there  he  was  bred  to  a  stalwart,  vigorous  manhood. 
He  early  commenced  to  assist  his  father  in  clear- 
ing his  land  and  in  its  cultivation.  At  that  time 
lumber  was  of  no  value,  as  there  was  no  market  for 
it,  and  large  logs  that  to-day  would  bring  a  good 
sum  of  mone}'  were  rolled  together  and  burned.  In 
1830,  our  subject  left  the  home  of  his  youth  and 
returned  to  his  native  county,  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  He 
worked  at  it  there  two  and  one-half  years  and  then 
went  back  to  Ohio,  and  followed  his  calling  in  that 
State  until  1836.  In  April  of  that  year,  imbued 
with  tlie  pioneer  spirit  of  his  forefathers,  he  set  out 
with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  wagon,  taking  with 
him  his  wife  and  two  children  and  started  for  the 
wild  prairies  of  Illinois.  A  journey  of  four  weeks 
and  three  days  brought  the  little  family  to  the 
southeastern  part  of  Knox  Countj',  and  for  a  j'ear 
our  subject  rented  a  farm  in  Salem  Township.  In 
the  spring  of  1837  he  came  to  Fulton  County,  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land 
on  section  6,  Lewistown  Township,  and  eighty  acres 
in  Putman  Township.  The  price  of  this  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  was  ^5.50  an  acre,  and 
it  look  all  his  ready  money  and  left  him  *G0  in 
debt. 

Mr.  Pollock  went  to  work  at  once  to  prepare  his 
land  for  cultivation  and  his  first  crop  paid  his  in- 
debtedness. He  has  since  improved  all  the  land, 
has  it  under  a  fine  state  of  tillage,  and  has  erected 
neat  frame  buildings.  His  hard  |)ioneer  labors  have 
been  well  rewarded  and  besides  this  valuable  estate 
he  possesses  another  farm,  comprising  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  choice  land,  and  he  is  now    in 
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possession  of  a  bandsome  competence.  As  a  pio- 
neer lie  has  done  much  to  develop  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  township  and  county  and  his  name 
will  ever  hold  an  honorable  place  among  those  of 
ihe  early  settlery  of  tliis  part  of  Illinois.  His  life 
course  as  a  husband,  father,  neighbor  and  citizen 
lias  l)een  creditable  tu  himself  and  has  won  the  es- 
teem of  ail  around  him. 

Mr.  Pollock  and  .lane  Em  mens  were  married  in 
1831.  She  was  Ijorn  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  Of 
their  marriage  there  are  six  children  living:  Ann, 
widow  of  Mr.  Linn;  David;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
David  Whitnah  of  Cuba;  .Tohn  ;  Alvina,  wife  of 
Napoleon  Bowen  of  Iowa,  and  Sylvester  of  Grand 
Isle,  Nel).  Our  subject's  wife  died  in  1850,  he  was 
married  a  second  time  in  1855  to  Miss  Jane  Conner 
who  died  in  1883;  by  his  last  marriage  there  were 
no  children. 

John  Pollock  the  son  of  our  subject  is  a  prac- 
tical wide-awake  young  farmer.  He  was  born 
on  the  farm  where  the  family  now  resides  and  was 
here  reared,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
scliuols.  He  has  always  followed  farming  since  he 
was  old  enough  to  be  of  any  use,  and  is  a  resident 
of  his  father's  homestead.  In  1872  he  was  married 
to  Jane  Grimes,  a  native  of  Virginia.  They  have 
three  children  whom  they  have  named  Jessie,  Min- 
nie and  Lillie. 


|Tm|l'FU.S  K.  BOHANNON.  Among  the  men 
IW^  who  are  actively  advancing  the  stock- 
iL  \Vl  raising  interests  of  Illinois,  stands  our 
\^,  subject,  who  occupies  a  leading  position 
among  the  farmers  and  stock-growers  of  Berna- 
dotte  Township.  He  has  some  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs  of  standard  grade  that  are  as  fine  as  are  to  be 
found  in  the  .State.  He  is  a  son  of  James  E.  Bo- 
hannon,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  the  year 
1818.  He  married  there  Eliza  H.  Byrd,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  was  born  in  1814. 
She  is  now  dead;  her  death  occurring  in  the  month 
of  September,  1867,  near  Lebanon,  Mo.  The 
father  is  still  living  in  his  old  home  in  Tennessee. 


Our  subject  wrs  the  sixth  son  of  ten  children, 
and  was  born  January  7,  1852.  He  began  life  for 
himself  in  1871,  as  a  farmer  in  middle  Georgia. 
He  resided  there  one  year  and  then  took  up  his 
residence  in  middle  Tennessee,  where  he  lived 
about  eight  months.  During  his  stay  there  he 
suffered  a  severe  fracture  of  the  ankle.  He  sub- 
sequently came  to  Fulton  County,  and  resided 
with  his  brother.  T.  O.  Bohannon,  three  months. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  established  him- 
self on  a  farm  near  Table  Grove,  and  remained 
there  two  months.  His  next  venture  was  to  en- 
gage with  J.  B.  Cattron  in  farming  in  Pleasant 
Township.  He  was  with  him  about  eleven  months 
when  he  married  his  daughter,  Rachael  T.  She  was 
born  December  5,  1854.  Tlie  maiden  name  of  her 
mother  was  Nancy  Smith. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  our  subject 
rented  the  old  homestead  of  his  father-in-law,  Mr. 
Cattron,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  its  manao'e- 
ment  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
rented  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  .acres 
near  Ipava,  for  one  year.  He  next  rented  a  farm 
of  his  father-in-law,  and  carried  it  on  two  years. 

After  that  our  subject  tried  ranching  it  in  Texas, 
near  Dallas — his  father-in-law  having  made  him 
and  his  wife  a  present  of  a  rancli  of  eight  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  and  for  one  year  he  was  engaged 
in  the  stock  business  there.  He  made  many  im- 
provements oh  the  place,  building  a  house  and 
fences,  and  otherwise  putting  the  ranch  in  good 
order.  A  year  later  he  was  obliged  to  leave  there 
on  account  of  his  wife's  health,  as  the  climate  did 
not  agree  with  her.  On  his  return  he  made  his 
father  a  visit  in  Tennessee.  After  he  came  back 
here  in  1883  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  section  23,  Bernadotte  Township,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  has  cleared  about  one 
hundred  acres  of  heavy  brush,  doing  the  most  of 
the  work  himself.  He  has  built  a  neat  one  and 
one-half  story  house,  20x26  feet  in  dimension, 
with  an  "L"  of  the  same  proportions,  and  he  has 
erected  a  large  barn  64x48  feet,  and  24  feet  high 
on  the  main  corners,  with  a  capacity  of  forty  tons 
of  hay.  He  has  as  fine  a  herd  of  horses  as  is  to 
be  found  in  the  State.  He  has  four  brood  mares, 
two   of  them    one-fourth,  and    the  others    three- 
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fourllis  Petcberon  Norman.  He  has  also  of  the 
sarae  breed  a  pair  of  beautiful  seven-eighths  twin 
colts,  tliree  months  old,  as  iiearlj'  perfect  as  can  be; 
two  beautiful  three-fourths  colts,  and  one  seven- 
eighths,  three  months  old,  valued  at  8100.  His 
favorite  breed  in  cattle  is  the  Durham,  and  of  tlicse 
he  has  twenty  head  of  milch  cows,  one  very  fine 
bull,  fifteen  spring  calves,  and  thirty-two  steers, 
the  most  of  which  he  raised  himself.  He  has  sev- 
enty-five Poland-China  liogs  of  high  grade,  and  liis 
farm  is  one  of  the  best  stocked  in  the  vicinity. 

Our  subject  has  a  pleasant  home,  and  his  family 
consists  of  himself,  his  amiable  wife,  and  their  three 
hoys,  of  wliom  the  following  is  the  record:  Fred- 
die C,  was  born  January  22,  1876;  William  K., 
March  20,  1882;  David  W.,  September  16,  1887. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  high  Christian  princi- 
ples and  tries  to  live  up  to  the  Golden  Rule.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  consistent  and  exemplary  Chris- 
tians in  the  community,  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Free  Methodist  Church,  and  is  very  active  in 
all  religious  works.  He  is  Class  Leader  in  his 
church,  and  is  a  reg\ilar  attendant  at  Sunday-school. 
He  sets  an  example  as  to  how  a  true  Christian  should 
act  in  his  daily  walk  and  conversation.  About 
eight  j'ears  ago  he  adopted  the  principle  of  giving 
one-tenth  of  his  income  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and 
still  continues  the  practice.  He  is  a  Prohibitionist 
in  politics  and  principles,  is  temperate  in  all 
things,  and  is  rearing  his  children  to  be  the  same. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  true  to  him- 
self and  others.  He  was  filial  and  obedient  toward 
his  parents,  never  giving  them  a  rude  or  unkind 
word:  and  as  a  husband  and  father  he  is  devoted 
and  tender. 


-" -^-^ — 

lk.A\  OSES  VAN  SICKLE.  A  goodly  numbei 
of  the  old  settlors  of  Fulton  County  have 
won  a  competence  sufficient  to  allow  them 
to  retire  from  active  duties,  surround 
themselves  with  the  comforts  suited  to  their  de- 
clining years  and  spend  their  last  days  unharassed 
by  anxiety.  Among  this  number  is  Mosts  Van 
Sickle  who  for  almost  a  decade  has  been    occupy 


ing  a  pleasant  home  in  Astoria,  his  dwelling  having 
been  erected  for  his  own  occupancy.  Beginning 
his  career  in  life  as  a  poor  boy,  obliged  to  assist  his 
widowed  mother  in  the  support  of  her  family,  he 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  with  so  much  energy 
and  good  judgment  that  he  became  well-to-do,  was 
able  to  bestow  upon  his  own  offspring  good  ad- 
vantages and  hear  a  hand  in  inan^-  worthy  enter- 
prises. 

Mr.  Van  Sickle  is  descended  from  good  families 
of  Holland,  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  great- 
grandparents  having  emigrated  from  that  kingdom 
to  America  in  Colonial  times.  His  grandfathers, 
John  Van  Sickle  and  Seth  Jewell,  were  Revolution- 
ary soldiers  from  New  Jersey,  and  became  pioneer 
settlers  of  Venango  County,  Pa.  The  former  bought 
a  tract  of  timber  land  there,  cleared  quite  a  farm 
and  continued  to  reside  there  until  1815,  when  he 
accompanied  his  son  Abram  to  Ohio,  spending  his 
last  years  in  Hamilton  County.  Abram  Van  Sickle 
■was,  like  his  progenitors,  born  in  New  Jersey  and 
was  quite  young  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Pennsylvania.  Upon  growing  to  maturity  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Jewell,  a  native  of  the  same  State  as 
himself,  and  whose  father,  like  his  own,  after  hav- 
ing resided  in  the  Keystone  State  some  years  be- 
came a  citizen  of  Ohio,  dying  in  Van  Wert  County. 

Some  years  after  their  marriage  the  parents  of 
our  subject  turned  their  faces  toward  Southern 
Ohio.  The  father  built  a'flatboat  which  he  launched 
on  the  Alleghany  River,  loading  upon  it  his  house- 
hold goods  and  the  various  members  of  his  family. 
They  floated  down  the  stream  to  Pittsburg  and 
thence  on  the  Ohio  River  to  Columbia,  asettlement 
now  included  in  Cincinnati.  After  remaining  there 
for  a  time  Mr.  Van  Sickle  located  in  Butler  County 
where  his  death  took  place  about  1817.  His  widow 
was  left  with  five  children  and  in  very  limited  cir- 
cumstances. She  subsequently  married  Thomas 
Gray,  continuing  to  make  her  home  in  Butler 
County  until  her  death  which  occurred  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  son-in-law.  Joseph  Gray.  The  children 
born  of  her  first  marriage  were  John,  Moses,  Edith, 
Sarah  and  Nellie;  her  second  marriage  rtsulted  in 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Rebecca. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Venango 
County,   Pa.,  February   16,  1806,  and   was    about 
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nine  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to   Ohio.    , 
There  were  no  free  schools  in   that  section  [^during 
his  youth,  but  he  made  the  best  of  the  opiJOrtnni- 
ties  afforded  by  the  subscription  schools  to  acquire 
an  education.     As  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  he 
began  to  assist  in  the  support  of   the    family,    ere 
long  learning  the  trade  of  a  cooper,^  at    which   he    j 
worked  during  the  winter] season,  farming    during    ! 
the  balance  of  the  year.     He  [resided    in 'Butler 
County  and  vicinity  until  1838,  ,when  he  came    to 
the  Prairie  State,  soon  after^his  arrival  securing   a   i 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  of  tim- 
ber  land  in  Woodland  Township,  this  county. 

Tlie  price  of  the  land  bought  by  Mr.  Van  Sickle 
was  $260.  He  bought  a  wagon,  plow  and  team  to 
begin  his  agricultural  operations  with,  borrowing 
money  at  ten  percent,  with  wliieh  to  pay  for  them. 
He  was  much  in  need  of  a  harrow,  but  his  means 
being  limited  he  was  not  able  to  buy  it  and  "neces- 
sity became  the  mother  of  invention"  in  his  case  as 
in  tliat  of  many  another  pioneer.]  Cutting  a  forked 
white  oak,  he  inserted  pins  of  the  same  wood,  and 
of  similar  material  made  a  cultivator  for  his  corn- 
field. He  built  a  log  cabin  on  his  land  and  when 
married  began  housekeeping  therein,  moving  into 
it  before  a  chimney  had  been  built  or  a  piece  of 
glass  set  for  windows.  While  residing  upon  the 
estate  he  placed  the  greater  part  of  it  under  thor- 
ough cultivation,  making  'it^his  home  from  his 
marriage  until  1881,  when  he  bought  his  town  lot 
and  removed ;tliereto. 

The  good  woman  who  for  many  years  shared  the 
burdens  of  our  subject;and  enjoyed  with  liira  their 
increasing  prosperity  became  his  wife  June  6,  1839. 
She  was  previously  known  as  MariahCNanc-y  Mar- 
shall, being  a  daughter  of  ,AVilliam  and  Margaret 
Marshall,  both  of  whom  died  in  Ohio.  Mrs.  Van 
Sickle  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  that  Slate, 
and  with  her  brothers  and  sisters  came  to^'  Fulton 
County |[in  1839.1jShe  was  proficient  in  the  arts  of 
spinning  and  weaving  and  during  her  early  mar- 
ried life  did  much  of  that  work,' the  sight  and 
sound  of  her  busy  wheel  recalling  to  her  husband 
the  days  when  his  ^mother  had  clothed  her  little 
family"in  cloth^of  her  own  construction  by  a  simi- 
lar preliminary  process.  In  accordance  with  the 
custom  on  the  frontier,  Mrs.  Van  Sickle  did  all  her 


cooking  by  a  fireplace  until  some  years  after  her 
tiiarriage.  She  breathed  her  last  August  ■21,°187.", 
leaving  behind_her  a  memory  of  domestic  virtues 
and  motherly  care  which  is  recalled  with  pleasure 
by  the  surviving  members  of  her  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  VanjSickle  reared  five  children,  the 
youngest  of  whom,  Margaret  A.,  resides  with  her 
father;  William  is  a  citizen  of  Marshall  County, 
Kan.;Abram  lives  in^Dundy  County,  Neb.;  Jo- 
seph Moore  died  in  Nemeha  County,  Neb.,  in  1873; 
and  Andy  occupies  the  homestead.  Mr.  Van  Sickle 
cast' his  firsl'vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  and  has  been 
a  Democrat  [from  that  day.TA  peaceable,  law- 
abiding  citizen,  just  to  his  neighbor,  and  of  friendly 
spirit,  he  is  well  respected  by  those  who  know  him 
and  pointed  out  as"u  fine  example  of  the.self-raade 
man. 


I 


ARCUS  L.  TANKESLEY,  ;Prosident"and 
General  Manager  of  llje  White  Oak  Roller 
Mills,  and  President  of  the  village  board 
of  Astoria,  stands  among  the  foremost  of 
the  prominent  business  men  who  have  contributed 
so  largely  to  the  financial  prosperity  of  this  part  of 
the  county.  With  true  public  spirit  and  character- 
istic liberality,  he  has  aided  every  enterprise  that 
would  in  any  way  advance  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, promote  the  growth  of  the  town,  or  im- 
prove its  condition. 

'~  Our  subject  came  of  good  old  pioneer  stock,  and 
numbers  among  his  ancestry  some  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  State.  He  is  himself  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois, born  iin  Scottj  County,  June  1,1844.  His 
•father,  La wner  B.  Tankesley,  was  a  native  of  Breck- 
enridge  County,  Ky.,  and  a  son  of  Charles  Tankes- 
ley, who  was  born  in  South  Carolina.'^The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  a  wagon-master  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  grandfather  was 
reared  and  married  in  his  native  State,  taking  as  his 
wife  Nancy  Waters.  He  continued  to  make  his 
home  in  South  Carolina  until  1790,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Brecken- 
ridge  County.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land 
and  built  a  cabin  in  the  wilderness  where  the  In- 
dians still  made   their   homes,  'and  deer,  bear   and 
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other  wild  animals  roamed  at  will.  He  was  obliged 
to  build  pens  of  hear}'  logs  to  protect  his  iiigs  ancl 
calves  from  the  ravages  of  the  bears.  Mr.  Tankes- 
ley  lived  in  his  Kentucky  home  nearly  forty  years, 
and  then,  in  1828,  left  it  to  accompany  bis  f.amily 
to  the  primeval  wilds  of  Illinois,  making  the  entire 
journey  with  a  team.  He  settled  in  that  part  of 
the  State  now  known  as  Scott  County,  where  he  en- 
tered a  tract  of  Government  land.  He  erected 
suitable  buildings,  and  there  his  death  occurred  at 
the  ripe  age  of  seventy- five  years.  His  wife  lived 
to  be  eighty-three  years  old  when  she  too  passed 
away. 

The  faliier  of  our  subject  was  sixteen  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  Illinois.  When  the  Black 
Hank  War  broke  out,  though  he  had  scarcely  at- 
tained manhood,  he  enlisted  and  did  good  service 
in  helping  to  drive  the  Indians  from  Northern  Illi- 
nois. He  was  of  a  studious  thoughtful  turn  of 
mind,  was  ambitious  to  secure  an  education,  and 
making  the  best  of  his  opportunities  became  quite 
learned.  He  commenced  teaching  when  he  was  in 
his  teens  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  teachers  of 
Scott  Countj',  conducting  a  school  in  the  winter 
season  and  tiie  remainder  of  the  j'ear  engaging  in 
farming.  He  made  his  home  in  Scott  County  until 
nearly  the  time  of  his  death,  when  a  valued  citizen 
and  a  good  man  was  removed  from  the  community 
where  he  had  so  long  made  his  home.  A  short 
time  before  his  demise,  he  went  on  a  visit  to  his 
daugliter  in  Texas,  and  he  died  while  with  her  in 
1 887.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Margaret  Ann 
Gillham.  She  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Scott 
County  when  only  thirty  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Tankesley  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  William  Gill- 
ham,  who  is  thought  to  have  been  a  native  of  Norlli 
Carolina.  He  removed  from  that  State  to  Illinois, 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  on  the  American 
Bottom,  east  of  St.  Louis.  He  lived  there  a  few 
years  and  then  removed  to  Scott  Countj-,  where  he 
bought  land.  He  dealt  quite  extensively  in  live 
stock  and  accumulated  a  goodly  fortune  for  those 
days.  He  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  He  was  very  active  in  its 
political  life  as  a  Whig,  and  bore  an  important 
part  in  pubjic  afifairs.  He  commanded  a  company 
in  the  Black  Hawk-War  and  represented  his  county 


in  the  State  Legislature.  He  married  Margaret 
McDow.  His  useful  and  honorable  career  was 
brought  to  a  close  bj'  his  death  at  an  advanced  age 
and  he  was  buried  on  his  own  land. 

Marcus  Tankesley  was  very  young  when  he  had 
the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  his  mother  by  her  un- 
timely death.  He  continued  to  live  with  his  father 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  and  was  given  the 
advantages  of  an  excellent  [education  attending 
school  quite  steadily.  He  was  scarcely  more  than 
a  boy  when  the  war  broke  out.  W^ith  a  deep  and 
patriotic  love  of  country  inherited  from  his  fore- 
fatliers,  he  determined  to"volunteer  to  fight  for  the 
old  flag,  and  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  Our 
gallant  3'oung  soldier  took  part  in  thirteen  general 
engagements  and  among  the  most  important  battles 
in  which  he  fought  we  may  mention  Belmont,  Island 
No.  10  siege  of  Corinth,  Stone  River  and  Chicka- 
mauga.  He  was  in  Sheridan's  division  at  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  and  Kenesaw 
Mountain.  His  brave  soldierly  qualities,  his  fidel- 
ity in  discharging  the  duties  that  fell  to  his  posi- 
tion and  his  general  trustworthiness  gained  him 
the  good  opinion  of  his  superiors  and  made  his 
war  record  a  creditable^  one.  After  more  than 
three  years  of  experience  of  a  hard  life  on  the 
Southern  battlefields,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service^at  Springfield,  September  20,  1864, 
and  returned  home  to  his  rejoicing  friends. 

In  1865  Mr.  Tankesley,  ambitious  to  secure  a 
better  education,  attended  school  in  Springfield,  and 
for  a  year  closely  applied  himself  to  his  studies 
there.  After  that  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad,  as  station  agent  and 
telegraph  operator.  Later,  he  was  with  the  Wabash 
Railroad  Company  in  the  same  capacity.  In  1870 
he  went  to  the  territories  in  the  employ  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  to  assist  in  building  a  line 
of  telegraph  wires.  At  that  time  Western  Ne- 
braska, AVestern  Kansas  and  Colorado  were  prac- 
ticall3-  unsettled,  and  deer,  antelope,  elk  and  bufifalo 
were  plenty  on  the  plains,  where  thriving  towns 
have  since  sprung  up.  Our  subject  stayed  four 
months  in  the  West,  and  on  his  return  to  Illinois 
became  station  agent  and  operator  in  the  employ 
of  the  Rockford,  Rock  Island  &  St.  Louis  Railroad 
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Company.  Seven  years  later  he  resigned  that  po- 
sition in  order  to  give  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  flour  with  W.  II.  Emerson.  They  built  the 
Wliite  Oak  Roller  Mills,  and  our  subject  has  since 
devoted  himself  to  the  management  of  tiie  big 
business  that  be  and  his  partner  liave  under  their 
control.  They  have  their,[mills  supplied  with  all 
the  most  approved  machiner3'.  and  have  a  large 
capacity  for  making  flour  of  a  fine  quali^ty. 

Mr.  Tankesleyi'and  Miss  Anna  Bailey,  a  native 
of  New  Orleans,  were  married  in  1869.  They 
have  five  children:  Emma,  Roy,  Fred,  Walter  and 
Wade.  Their  home  is  attractive  and  within  it 
hospitality  reigns  supreme,  the  pleasant,  womanly 
hostess  and  courteous,  kindly  host  always  extend- 
ing a  cordial  welcome  to  any  who  cross  its  thres- 
hold. 

No  man  has  done  more  'Jor  the  upbuilding  of 
Astoria  and  its  general  improvement  than  our  sub- 
ject, who  has  proved  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
citizenship  of  this  locality.  His  prompt  and  meth- 
odical business  habits,  good  flnaucial  talent  and 
tact  in  the  management  of  affairs  have  brought 
him  before  the  public  as  a  desirable  civic  otflcial, 
and  as  President  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees 
he  is  pushing  forward  the  interests  of  his  adopted 
home  with  characteristic  ability.  He  is  a  man  of 
much  decision  of  character  and  intelligent  and 
l)ronounced  views  on  all  subjects,  particularly  in 
the  matter  of  politics,  acting  with  thi^  Democratic 
party. 


Si^\  ILO  T.  GAMBLE,  M.  D.,  of  Farmington, 
|;  is  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  and 
business  men  of  Fulton  County.  He  con- 
ducts an  exceedingly  large  practice  that 
extends  into  Peoria  and  Knox  Counties,  and  he  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men 
in  this  section  of  the  State.  Aside  from  his  pro- 
fessional duties  the  Doctor  manages  a  drug  business 
and  has  a  bookstore,  and  his  financial  ability  has 
brought  him  wealth. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Beaver  Countj-,  Pa., 
his  birthplace  being  near  Rochester.  He  is  a  son 
of  Andrew  and  Mar3'  (Thompson)  Gamble,  natives, 


respectively,  of  Hancock  County,  Va.,  and  Beaver 
County,  Pa.  His  mother  departed  this  life  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  The  father  of  our 
subject  is  still  living,  and  carries  his  seventy-seven 
years  with  the  vigor  of  a  much  younger  man.  He 
is  derived  from  one  of  the  early  Virginia  families, 
and  is  a  cousin  of  ex-Governor  Gamble,  of  Missouri. 
When  he  was  young  his  parents  removed  to  Beaver 
County,  Pa.,  and  there  he  was  reared  and  married. 
During  his  residence  in  that  county  he  was  promi- 
nent in  its  public  life,  and  served  as  County 
Commissioner.  Tiie  maternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject  was  one  of  the  famous  family  of  Connor, 
from  whom  sprang  the  great  Irish  orator  of  that 
name.  She  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  though  un- 
educate<l  was  a  remarkably  intelligent  lady,  and 
lived  to  be  nearly  one  liundred  years  old.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
of  whom  four  died  in  infancy.  Those  who  grew 
to  maturity  are  as  follows:  MiloT. ;  William  E., 
who  died  in  Chicago  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years;  Ruth  and  Dallas  C.  who  are  living  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Gamble  was  reared  on  a  farm.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  and 
he  subsequently  entered  the  Hookstown  Academy, 
in  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  where  he 
was  prepared  for  college.  He  pursued  a  two  years' 
course  there,  and  then  taught  school  and  furthered 
his  education  the  ensuing  tliree  years  by  miscella- 
neous reading.  So  well  did  he  apply  himself  lo  his 
books,  when  he  entered  Westminister  College,  at 
Wilmington,  he  was  graded  as  a  junior.  In  his 
senior  year  his  unremitting  attention  to  his  studies 
caused  his  health  to  break  down  and  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  college  before  the  commencement  exercises 
of  his  class.  His  physician  advised  him  to  travel 
and  in  compliance  with  that  counsel  he  came  west- 
ward as  far  as  Illinois  in  1871.  Here  he  engaged 
lo  act  as  commercial  traveler  for  a  Bloominglon 
business  house,  and  was  thus  employed  until  he  re- 
gained his  health.  He  then  returned  to  his  native 
State  to  complete  his  college  course. 

The  Doctor  had  been  so  favorably  impressed  with 
Illinois  that  he  decided  to  locate  here,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1871.  he  returned  to  this  State  and  for  a 
d  in  teaching  near  Kimwood.      In 
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the  spring  of  1872,  in  company  wiLli  his  friend  Harry 
Gamble,  now  a  renowned  physician  of  Mononga- 
hela  City,  Pa.,  went  to  Leavenworth.  Kan.,  and  was 
employed  as  a  teacher  in  tiiat  city.  In  the  summer 
of  1872  he  crossed  the  plains,  a  party  of  eight  start- 
ing from  Lawrence.  They  followed  the  old  Smoky 
Hill  route  and  saw  what  was  once  known  as  the 
Great  American  Desert  in  its  original  wildness  as 
there  were  not  many  settlements  on  the  road.  Deer, 
elk,  and  buffaloes  still  roamed  by  the  hundreds 
over  the  plains,  and  the  little  party  saw  a  herd  of 
three  thousand  of  the  latter  animals  at  one  time. 
Our  subject  and  his  friends  spent  the  summer  in 
the  Rockies,  in  Utah,  Colorado  and  Montana,  and 
in  the  fall  retraced  their  steps  to  Lawrence,  Kan. 
The  Doctor  then  accepted  tlie  principalship  of  the 
High  School  at  Tonganoxie,  that  State.  About 
that  time  he  began  reading  medicine  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Van  Emen,  now  a  distin- 
guished physician  of  KansasCity,  Mo.  As  soon  as  his 
school  was  out  in  the  spring  of  1873,  he  began  to 
study  with  Dr.  J.  W.  Brock,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
surgeons  of  Kansas.  He  continued  his  studies  under 
his  direction  and  was  greatly  interested  in  them. 
In  the  meantime  he  attended  the  winter  lectures  at 
the  Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1875. 

It  was  the  intention  of  our  subject  to  enter  into 
partnership  with  liis  old  preceptor,  upon  completing 
his  medical  course.  But  after  leaving  college  he 
came  to  Farmington  on  a  visit,  and  was  influenced 
by  his  friends  to  begin  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  this  town.  Perhaps  he  was  brought  to  this 
decision  by  his  meeting  with  Miss  Alice  McCoy,  a 
most  amiable  and  lovable  young  lady,  at  a  party 
given  by  Mrs.  Ralston  just  before  he  left  for  Leav- 
enworth. At  any  rate  the  acquaintance  thus  begun 
ripened  into  a  warm  friendship,  which  terminated 
in  a  happj'  marriage  that  was  solemnized  New 
Year's  Eve,  1879.  Mrs.  Gamble  was  a  native  of 
Wooster,  Oliio.  Her  parents  are  still  living  in 
Farmington.  For  their  history  see  sketch  of  Will- 
iam McCoy.  The  Doctor  has  a  beautiful  home  on 
the  north  side  of  Fort  Street,  this  village,  com- 
prising a  handsome  twostory  frame  house,  and 
here  he  and  his  wife  dwelt  in  happiness  until  her 
untimely  death  November  14,  1889.     She  was  of  a 


sweet  and  gracious  nature,  was  faithful  to  all  that 
belonged  to  true  Christian  womanhood,  and  left 
behind  her  the  memory  of  all  that  is  pure  and  good. 
Three  children  were  born  of  that  marriage:  Hany 
Stuart;  Maj-,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months;  and  Luella  Frances. 

After  settling  in  Farmington,  the  Doctor  applied 
himself  very  closel)'  to  his  professional  duties  and 
in  time  has  become  widely  known  for  his  success 
and  skill,  and  the  people  place  great  reliance  upon 
him.  In  1881  he  embarked  in  the  drug  business 
and  has  here  a  fine  and  well-arranged  store  and 
commands  a  large  trade.  In  1889  he  became  owner 
and  proprietor  of  the  book-store  here  "which  is  a 
neat  and  well-appointed  establishment,  is  well 
stocked  with  the  best  literature,  all  the  leading 
magazines  and  periodicals  of  the  day.  besides  sc'iool 
books,  etc..  and  it  adds  greatlj-  to  the  educational 
facilities  of  the  village.  In  1887  the  disastrous 
tire  which  destroj-ed  about  half  of  Farmington, 
burned  the  Doctor's  drug  store  and  an  elaborate 
medical  library  which  was  valued  at  $1,100  and  all 
his  instruments.  The  destruction  of  his  beloved 
books  was  more  to  our  subject  than  the  value  of  all 
that  was  destroyed,  as  his  financial  condition  was 
such  that  he  could  sustain  the  pecuniary  loss  without 
being  crippled.  He  is  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of 
the  village,  and  can  afford  to  indulge  in  all  the  lux- 
uries that  he  may  wish  for.  One  of  his  fancies  is 
for  good  horses,  of  which  he  is  a  connoisseur,  and 
the  horse  men  in  this  county  like  to  have  his  favor- 
able judgment  on  their  animals. 

Our  subject  has  a  strong  hold  on  the  affections 
of  his  fellow-townsmen  and  of  the  many  to  whose 
ailments  he  has  administered,  and  he  has  formed 
many  true  and  lasting  friendships.  It  is  seldom 
that  any  man  is  held  in  such  universal  esteem  as 
this  good  physician,  wise  counselor,  beloved  men- 
tor and  steadfast  friend.  The  Doctor  is  a  man  of 
deep  culture  and  sound  learning,  and  always  man- 
ages to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  notwithstanding 
the  many  demands  made  on  him  in  his  profession 
and  business.  His  progressive  public  spirit  h.is 
placed  him  among  the  foremost  who  have  sought  to 
promote  the  growth  and  enhance  the  general  wel- 
fare of  this  town,  and  his  name  is  inseparably 
connected   with  the  advancement  of  various  enter- 
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prises  calculated  to  improve  Farmington  in  partic- 
ular and  the  county  in  general.  He  is  uaturallj' 
inclined  to  politics,  but  out  of  force  of  will  and 
for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  profession  re- 
strains himself  from  entering  into  the  political 
arena.  He  has.  however,  re|)resented  bis  party, 
(the  Democratic)  at  seveial  conventions,  but  has 
never  allowed  his  name  to  go  before  any  conven- 
tion or  caucus  as  a  candidate  for  any  office.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  incorporation  of  the 
village  in  1885,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  has  contrib- 
uted liberally  to  its  vise  and  progress.  The  Doctor 
was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  retains 
the  stanch  decisive  principles  of  tliat  faith. 

\|/  ENRY  MYERS,  a  worthy  pioneer  of  the 
11  )lj  county,  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  of 
/^^^  Farmington  Township,  of  which  he  is  an 
(^)  old  settler,  and  no  man  within  its  limits  is 
more  highly  esteemed  than  he.  For  manj'  j-ears 
[te  had  been  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  well-known 
as  having  formerly  been  the  owner  of  more  than 
one  thousand  acres  of  land.  The  greater  part  of 
this  vast  estate  was  situated  in  the  Townsiiip  of 
Farmington,  a  portion  in  Canton  Township,  and 
tiie  rest  in  McDonough  County. 

Valentine  Myers,  the  fatiier  of  our  subject,  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Franklin  County, 
I'a.,  and  there  died,  when  his  son,  of  whom  we 
write,  was  a  boy  of  about  ten  years.  His  untimely 
death  cut  short  his  prosperous  career  as  a  farmer. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  before  her  mar- 
riage was  Catherine  Crill,  was  boin  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.  She  had  eleven  children — Jacob,  John, 
Adam,  George,  Daniel,  ])avid,  Samuel,  Catherine, 
Henry,  Elizabeth  and  Joseph. 

Henry  Myers  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa„ 
November  2,  1813.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  county  of  his 
nativity,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania  in  1837  to  Miss  Maria 
Eshelman,  and  for  fifty-three  years  thty  have 
walked  life's  road  together,  have  shared  its  joys 
and  sorrows,  and  have  been  true  to  each  other  and 


to  all  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them  in  their 
married  life.  Mrs.  Myers  is  a  notable  housewife, 
a  fine  cook,  and  is  noted  for  her  warm-hearted  hos- 
pitality. She  has  been  of  great  help  to  her  hus- 
band, and  has  performed  her  share  of  the  work 
whereby  they  have  secured  a  competency.  Her 
p:irents  were  John  and  Martha  (Ilorsh)  Eshelman, 
who  were  natives  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.  The 
Eshelmans  were  an  old  family  of  that  State.  Mrs. 
Myers'  grandfather  (Horsh)  came  to  this  country 
from  Germany.  Her  parents  had  eight  children, 
namely:  Samuel,  John,  Maria,  Daniel,  Abraham, 
Martha,  Michael  and  Catherine. 

After  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  lived  in 
Pennsjivania  thirteen  years,  and  during  that  time 
five  children  were  born  to  them.  In  1848  they  de- 
cided to  build  up  a  new  home  in  the  Prairie  State, 
and  came  hither  from  Pittsburg  by  river,  landing  at 
Copperas  Creek  in  this  county  in  the  latter  part 
of  April.  Mr.  Myers  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Farmington  Township,  which  he  afterwards  sold. 
He  has  been  a  great  specixlator  in  land,  trading 
many  large  tracts,  and,  as  before  stated,  at  one 
time  owned  one  thousand  acres.  He  has  helped 
his  boys  to  get  a  good  start  in  life,  and  the3'  all 
have  good  farms  and  are  well-to-do.  He  has  broken 
prairie  and  done  other  pioneer  labor,  working  with 
the  primitive  machinery  of  the  olden  times,  har- 
vesting with  the  cradle  till  the  introduction  of 
four-horse  reapers,  the  dropper  self  rake,  and  self- 
binding  harvester.  His  large  and  well-managed 
farm  is  supplied  with  extensive  improvements  in 
the  shape  of  a  fine  two-story  brick  house,  large 
and  commodious  barns,  windmills,  water-tanks,  etc. 
It  is  now  occupied  and  managed  by  one  of  his  sons, 
while  he  makes  his  home  in  a  smaller,  but  neat  and 
pretty  house,  which  he  built  for  himself  and  wife. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  had  thirteen  children, 
named  as  follows:  Isaac  Newton,  John  AV.,  Wil- 
liam IL,  Catherine,  Joseph,  David  M.,  Martha  E., 
Adeline  B.,  Susan  E.,  Amanda,  Henry  \V.,  Nancy 
M.  and  Daniel.  Isaac  N.  was  a  brave  j'oung  sol- 
dier, and  .sacrificed  his  life  upon  the  altar  of  his 
country.  He  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  shot 
at  the  battle  of  Kencsaw  Mountain,  dying  almost 
instantly.     John  W.,  is   a   farmer   in    Champaign 
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County,  III. ;  Henry  W.  died  at  the  Jige  of  two  years ; 
Catherine  died  when  nineteeo  years  old;  Joseph 
lives  in  Canton;  David  makes  his  home  in  McDon- 
ough  County,  near  Bushncll;  Martha  lives  in 
Henry  County;  Adeline  and  Susan  live  in  Fulton 
County:  Amanda  resides  in  McDonough  County; 
William  H.  lives  on  the  homestead;  Nancy  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years,  and  Daniel  is  a  resident  of 
Farmington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  thirty-six 
grand  ciiildren.  and  four  great-grandchildren. 

Like  many  others  of  the  Dunkard  Church,  our 
Fubjeet's  life  has  been  simple,  straightforward  and 
unpretentious.  He  is  a  thoroughly  good  man, 
kind  and  charitable  towards  all,  and  his  unswerv- 
ing honestj-  is  a  marked  feature  of  his  character. 
He  is  an  uncompromising  temperance  man,  and  is 
in  syrapatliy  with  the  Prohibition  movement.  In 
early  times  he  was  a  Whig,  and  cast  his  vote  for 
William  Henry  Harrison,  for  President.  He  has  a 
distinct  recollection  of  the  exciting  events  when  the 
old  General  was  elected  to  the  Presidency,  .and  can 
tell  many  interesting  stories  of  the  hard  cider  and 
log-cabin  campaign  of  that  time.  He  and  his  wife 
are  good  Christian  people,  and  are  members  in  higli 
standing  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 

The  reader  will  notice  in  connection  with  this 
personal  sketch,  lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  Myers 
and  his  estimable  wife. 


SAMUEL  H.  SHELLY  was  for  twenty-two 
years  identified  with  educational  matters 
in  this  county  as  one  of  its  most  earnest, 
intelligent  and  progressive  teachers.  He 
has  now  abandoned  that  profession  and  is  giving 
his  attention  to  farming.  He  has  a  substantiall3' 
improved  farm,  verj-  pleasantly  located  on  section 
10,  Woodland  Township. 

Mr.  Slielly  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va., 
November  14,  1842.  His  father,  Daniel  Shelly  was 
also  born  in  that  section  of  the  country-,  his  birth 
taking  place  in  the  year  1806.  He  was  a  son  of 
,7ohn  Shelly,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of   Pennsylvania.     The  Shellys  are  of  English  de 


scent.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  settled  in 
Augusta  County,  Va.,  in  an  early  day  and  there 
owned  and  farmed  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  He 
reared  quite  a  large  family  of  children.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  polities. 

The  early  life  of  Daniel  Shelly  was  passed  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Virginia,  and  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  wagon-milker.  After  he  reached  maturity  he 
carried  on  agriculture  on  a  small  farm  and  at  the 
same  time  engaged  at  his  trade  until  1856.  In  that 
year  he  came  to  this  county,  making  the  journey 
by  wagon  in  six  weeks'  time.  He  and  his  family 
camped  out  on  the  way,  and  in  coming  over  the 
Alleghany  Mountains  they  camped  and  slept  on  the 
summit.  He  settled  on  section  16,  Woodland 
Township,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  was  partially  improved. 
He  cleared  up  a  part  of  the  place  and  made  further 
substantial  improvements.  He  erected  a  large  frame 
house  on  the  homestead  in  1866,  and  then  put  up 
other  suitable  buildings  from  time  to  time.  His 
extensive  farming  operations  brought  him  in  good 
profits  ana  placed  him  among  the  substantial  men 
of  the  county.  He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious 
convictions  and  was  a  member  of  the  Prcsb3'teriau 
Church.  He  was  a  Democrat  previous  to  the  Re- 
bellion, but  during  the  war  acted  with  the  Repub- 
licans. His  life  was  rounded  out  in  1888,  at  tiie 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  In  early  life 
he  had  married  Catherine  Haffner,  the  mother  of 
our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va., 
in  1809  and  died  in  1875.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church  the  greater  part  of 
her  life.  Eight  of  the  nine  children  whom  she 
bore  grew  to  maturity,  namely  :  David  F.,  Margaret 
(Mrs.  Horn),  Sarah  (Mrs.  Dobson),  Eliza  (Mrs. 
Onion),  Samuel  H.,  Virginia  (Mrs.  Elliott).  Will- 
iam H.  and  James  A.  Little  or  nothing  is  known  of 
the  maternal  ancestrj-  of  our  subject  save  the  fact 
that  the}'  were  of  English  descent. 

Samuel  Shelly,  of  whom  we  write,  lived  in  ^'ir- 
ginia  until  he  w.ns  fourteen  j^ears  old  and  then  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county.  He  was  of  a  studi- 
ous, thoughtful  turn  of  mind,  and  as  a  physical 
deformitj-  of  the  hands  rendered  manual  labor  in- 
convenient, he  determined  to  educate  himself.  He 
attended   the  district  schools  both  in  Virginia  and 
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this  county,  which  in  his  day  were  conducted  on 
the  subscription  plan,  and  he  was  a  student  in  one 
sucli  school  for  two  years  without  any  vacation. 
He  applied  himself  very  closely  to  his  books  and 
laid  a  solid  foundation  for  his  education,  which  was 
advanced  by  attendance,  in  the  year  1868-69,  at 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Normal,  111.  Thus  well 
equipped  for  his  chosen  profession,  he  entered  on 
its  duties  and  taught  on  an  average  of  eight  months 
a  year  for  twenty -two  years.  He  taught  in  district 
schools  in  Woodland  and  Astoria  Townships,  and 
one  terra  in  Schuyler  County. 

While  teaching,  Mr.  Shelly  made  his  home  in 
Astoria  the  most  of  the  time.  Four  years  ago  he 
gave  up  his  professional  woi'k,  and  moving  on  to 
the  old  homestead  on  section  16,  in  1886,  he  farmed 
that  place  eight  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  bought  his  ()resenl  farm  of  seventy-two  acres  in 
1889  and  has  resided  on  it  and  devoted  himself  to 
its  cultivation  ever  since.  It  is  well  improved  with 
a  neat  frame  house,  good  fences  and  a  fine  orchard. 
It  is  admirably  adapted  to  stock-raising  purposes, 
and  our  subject  is  engaged  in  that  branch. 

October  24,  1869,  our  subject  and  Miss  Ange- 
lina Merrill  were  wedded.  Mrs.  Shelly  is  a  native 
.if  this  county,  born  June  24,1846.  Her  father, 
Stephen  S.  Merrill,  was  born  in  Maine,  June  24, 
1788.  His  father,  Abel  Merrill,  was  also  a  native 
of  that  State  and  was  born  October  1,  1755.  He 
cultivated  a  small  farm.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  quite  radical.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in 
the  |)ublic  life  of  his  native  place  and  held  local 
offices  much  of  the  time.  He  was  a  life-long  resi- 
dent of  his  native  State.  The  Merrill  family  was  of 
English  ancestry  and  came  first  to  America  ab(Hit 
the  lime  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Mrs.  Shell}' 's  father  was  reared  on  the  Maine 
farm  that  had  been  his  birthplace,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  began  life  as  a  sailor  on  the  ocean,  and  all 
his  brothers  were  likewise  thus  engaged.  He  fol- 
lowed the  sea  for  fifteen  years  and  worked  his  way 
up  from  a  menial  position  before  the  mast  to  be 
first  mate  of  his  ship.  His  vessel  sailed  to  the  West 
India  Islands  and  various  parts  of  the  world.  In 
1833  he  abandoned  the  sea-faring  life,  and  coming 


to  Illinois  b}'  water  from  New  Orleans  he  became 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  in  this  Stale.  He  first 
stopped  at  Rushville,  where  he  had  the  cholera. 
After  his  recovery  from  that  dread  disease,  he 
worked  at  odd  jobs  the  first  year,  and  then  with  the 
money  thus  earned  bought  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  19,  Woodland  Township,  entering  it  as 
Government  land.  It  was  heavily  timbered,  and 
he  had  to  clear  a  spot  on  which  he  erected  a  story 
and  a  half  hewed  log  house  18x24  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. There  were  deer,  wolves,  panthers  and  wild 
turkeys  in  this  region  then,  and  the  venison  and 
turkey  that  he  obtained  by  tht  use  of  his  rifle 
formed  an  important  addition  to  the  household 
fare.  He  died  May  8,  1890,  in  the  home  in  which 
he  had  lived  for  many  years.  He  had  been  a  church 
member  all  his  life,  first  of  the  Congregational  and 
later  of  the  United  Brethren.  He  was  very  gener- 
ous in  his  contributions  to  support  the  Gospel  and 
was  much  interested  in  foreign  missions,  giving 
$100  each  year  to  the  missionary  society  to  he  used 
in  Africa.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  later 
became  a  Republican.  He  held  various  township 
offices,  among  which  was  that  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  helped  organize  the  townsiiips  when 
the}'  were  laid  out. 

Mrs.  Shelly's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days 
Elizabeth  Marshall.  She  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ohio,  December  16,  1807.  Her  father, 
William  Marshall,  was  of  Scotch  birth  and  ciime  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  two  years 
old.  His  parents  settled  in  Cumberland  County, 
Pa.,  and  he  removed  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Jefifer- 
son  County  in  a  very  early  day,  when  the  Indians 
were  still  there.  He  took  up  Government  land  and 
cleared  a  farm,  which  he  managed  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  taught  school 
somewhat  while  in  Ohio.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in 
his  religious  faith  and  was  a  Democrat  in  his  politi- 
cal views,  and  held  some  of  the  oflices  of  his  town- 
ship. He  married  Margaret  Sacock,  a  native  of 
Scotland.  She  bore  twelve  children,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Religiously,  she  was  a 
strong  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs. 
Shelly's  mother  came  to  this  county  with  a  brother 
in  1835,  and  settled  on  Otter  Creek,  among  its 
earliest  settlers.     She  was  married  to  Stephen  Mer- 
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rill,  November  11,  1855.  Seven  of  Lhc  eight  chil- 
dren whom  she  bore  grew  to  matiirit)-:  Hannah  B., 
Diana  J.,  William,  Angelina.  Elizabetli  A.,  Lyrlia 
P.  and  Mehltable.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  for  over  thirty  years. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shell}'  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  as  follows:  Edwin  H.,  Mary  C.  and  Cora  E. 
Harry  is  the  name  of  the  one  who  died.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shelly  and  their  two  eldest  children  are  among 
the  most  valued  membei-s  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  they  are  a  highly  respected  family.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Shelly  is  a  sound  Republican. 


<j||OSHUA  AVEAVER  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
I  most  honored  citizens  of  Fulton  County. 
^_^  I  He  is  a  retired  farmer,  now  living  in  Ellis- 
[(^i/  ville.  Although  he  has  suffered  from  rheuma- 
tism for  many  years,  he  has  not  lost  his  entertain- 
ing ways  and  jovial  spirits,  but  retains  the  social 
qualities  which,  added  to  his  upright  character, 
make  him  well  liked  wherever  he  is  known. 

Mr.  Weaver  comes  of  a  good  family,  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Weaver,  having 
been  a  prominent  man  in  the  Keystone  State.  He 
was  born  in  Philadelphia  and  became  a  farmer  in 
Greene  County,  owning  one  thousand  acres  of 
land.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
general  merchandise  in  Carmichaels,  successfully' 
pursuing  that  calling  and  becoming  wealthy.  He 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1816,  served  two 
terms  and  then  filled  the  office  of  Auditor  of  State 
several  years.  He  was  of  English  descent  and  zeal- 
ous in  the  Quaker  belief,  to  which  he  had  been 
reared.  He  lived  to  be  more  than  fourscore  years 
old. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Weaver,  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  reared  on  a  farm  and 
engaged  in  agriculture  in  Greene  County,  having 
land  near  Clarksville.  He  became  an  influential 
citizen  of  that  locality.  In  1835  he  emigrated  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Deerfield  Township,  this  county. 
He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  tiicre,  began  its 
improvement  and  six  months  later  purchased  three 


hundrtd  and  twenty  acres  of  Gevernment  land  in 
Young  Hickory  Township.  There  he  built  a  double 
log  hou.se,  which  was  finally  replaced  by  a  better 
edifice.  He  lived  there  until  the  death  of  his  wife, 
when  he  broke  up  housekeeping  and  resided  with 
his  children.  He  possessed  the  quiet  ways  peculiar 
to  the  Friends  and  retained  iiis  religious  belief 
until  death.  In  polities  he  was  originally  a  Whig 
and  later  a  Republican.  He  was  once  a  candidate  on 
the  Whig  ticket  for  member  of  the  Legislature,  but 
as  his  part}'  was  in  the  minority  he  was  not  elected. 
He  died  in  Young  Hickory  Township  in  1877,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

The  wife  of  William  Weaver  and  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Mary  Cornwall.  She  was  born  and 
reared  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  possessed 
many  sterling  qualities.  Her  father  was  engaged 
in  boating  on  the  Ohio  River,  dying  at  Maysville, 
in  Kentucky.  ^  The  family  of  which  our  subject  is 
the  third  member  includes  also  Mrs.  Abigail  Reed, 
whose  home  is  near  Glasford,  Peoria  County,  111.; 
Isaac,  who  died  in  Prairie  Cit}',  in  February,  1890; 
David,  who  died  in  Canton  when  thirty  years  old 
and  while  he  was  studying  medicine;  Nancy,  who 
died  at  Yates  Cit}-,  111.,  twenty-five  years  ago,  was 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Bursoii,  of  that  place;  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Dodds,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Joshua  Weaver  was  born  near  Carmichaels, 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  December  31.  1820.  He  was 
a  child  of  five  3'ears  when  his  father  removed  to 
Castile  Run,  near  Clarksville,  where  he  was  reared 
on  a  farm.  He  attended  scbool  in  the  old-fashioned 
structure  which  has  been  so  frequently  described, 
doing  his  writing  with  a  quill  pen  and  having  but 
few  text  books.  He  early  learned  to  work  and 
until  fourteen  years  old  drove  cattle  and  horses  in 
a  hilly  country.  He  well  remembers  the  journey 
to  this  State,  which  took  place  in  April,  1835.  Tiie 
party  drove  four  miles  to  Mononaghela,  embarked 
on  a  boat  which  conveyed  them  to  Pittsburg,  and 
by  the  rivers  they  continued  their  journey  to  St. 
Louis  and  thence  to  Beardstown.  Fourteen  days 
were  consumed  on  the  route. 

The  family  remained  at  Beardstown  three  months 
while  the  father  looked  for  land,  traveling  about 
on  horseback.  He  selected  a  tract  and  the  family 
went   thither  in  a  wagon  drawn   by   two  yoke  of 
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oxen.  There  were  very  few  settlers  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  wild  game  was  still  plentiful  in  the  tim- 
ber and  on  the  unbroken  prairies.  A  wolf  hunt  was 
a  source  of  excitement,  and  several  are  recalled  by 
our  subject,  whose  father  also  killed  deer.  After 
coming  here  the  lad  had  but  three  months  school- 
ing, being  kept  busy  iu  helping  to  develop  the 
farm.  He  drove  a  breaking  team,  mauled  rails, 
and  assisted  bis  father  in  various  ways  until  his 
marriage  in  the  spring  of  1842. 

Mr.  Weaver  then  rented  land  in  Deerfield  Town- 
ship and  after  a  few  years  bought  eighty  acres  on 
section  3.  There  he  improved  and  built  upon  the 
laud,  adding  to  his  acreage  from  time  to  time  until 
he  possessed  two  hundred  sicres  in  that  and  two 
jjundred  and  eiglity  iu  Young  Hickory  Township, 
for  which  he  paid  from  -$5  to  §40  per  acre.  It  is 
now  improved  so  as  to  form  four  distinct  farms, 
which  have  been  divided  among  his  children,  ex- 
cept a  quarter  section,  which  Mr.  Weaver  retains, 
l)ut  since  September,  1885,  has  rented  it  and  lived 
in  Ellisville.  The  land  has  been  devoted  to  tiie 
cultivation  of  grains  and  tlie  raising  of  stock,  high 
grades  of  which  were  always  to  be  seen  there.. 
Forty  acres  are  left  in  timber.  Although  Mr. 
Weaver  has  been  a  physical  sufferer  since  1858, 
often  confined  to  his  couch,  he  superintended  the 
estate  until  his  removal  to  the  village. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Weaver  ■won  for  his  wife, 
in  April,  1842,  was  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  John 
Dykeraan.  She  was  born  in  Indiana,  hut  came 
hither  with  her  parents  in  1837.  She  passed  away 
in  the  spring  of  1850,  leaving  three  children.  The 
oldest,  Mary  E.,  was  a  student  in  Abingdon  Col- 
lege and  is  now  the  wife  of  D.  M.  Lawson,  a  farmer 
in  Deerfield  Township;  John  W^illiam,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  years;  Harmon,  who  studied  in 
Hedding  College,  moved  to  California  on  account 
of  the  health  of  his  wife,  and  now  operates  a  fruit 
farm  there. 

Our  subject  was  married  October  21,  1851,  to 
Eliza  Ann  Martin,  who  has  lived  in  this  county 
since  1830,  and  is  therefore  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
dents now  living.  She  was  born  in  Muhlenberg 
County,  Ky.,  in  1826,  and  reared  in  this  locality 
with  the  privileges  of  the  common  schools.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  children.     James  A.  is  farm 


ing  in  Deerfield  Township,  Martin  in  Young  Hick- 
ory Township,  and  Henry  I.  operates  the  home- 
stead;  Martha  J.  is  the  wife  of  G.  L.  Fisk.  an 
undertaker  in  Ellisville. 

Mrs.  Weaver  is  a  granddaughter  of  Hugh  Mar- 
tin, a  Virginian,  who  made  one  of  the  Daniel  Boone 
colony  in  Kentuckj'.  One  of  his  children  was  the 
first  born  in  that  State.  Like  his  associates,  he 
carried  on  farm  work,  although  on  account  of  the 
Indians  the  families  lived  in  stockades  for  several 
years.  He  died  in  Millersburg  County.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Weaver  was  John  H.  Martin,  who  was 
liorn  near  Lexington,  February  22.  1789.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  State  and  there  married  a 
young  lad}-  of  an  equally  good  Southern  family. 
He  began  school  teaching  when  seventeen  years  old 
and  followed  that  occupation  during  a  great  part 
of  his  life,  adding  to  it  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

In  the  fall  of  1828  Mr.  Martin  located  in  Jeffer- 
son Count}',  111.,  teaching  there  two  years.  He 
then  came  to  this  count3%  spending  the  winter  of 
the  deep  snow  in  Smithfield.  In  the  spring  of  1831, 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Farmers'  Town- 
ship, which  he  improved,  teaching  also  for  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1835  he  changed  his  location  to 
Deerfield  Township,  entering  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 1.  After  a  few  years  he  removed  to  Fairview, 
where  he  clerked.  In  1843  he  returned  to  the 
farm,  remaining  there  until  his  wife's  death,  after 
which  he  made  his  home  with  his  children.  He 
died  at  the  home  of  his  eldest  son,  in  Lyon  County, 
Kan.,  in  1871.  He  was  the  first  Supervisor  of 
Deerfield  Township  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  years.     Religiously,  he  was  a  Presbyterian. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Weaver  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Martha  Summers.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
William  Summers,  who,  like  herself,  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  who  is  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Kentucky.  She  became  the  mother 
of  five  children,  Mrs.  AVeaver  being  the  second  in 
order  of  birth.  Thomas  C.  died  in  Emporia,  Kan.; 
William  A.  was  killed  at  the  close  of  the  war; 
Charles  C.  died  in  Greenwood  County, Kan.;  James 
H.  has  not  been  heard  of  by  his  friends  for  some 
time  and  his  fate  is  uncertain.  William  A.  enlisted, 
ia  18G2,  in  a  Missouri  cavalry  regiment  and  be- 
came Captain  of  a  company.     He  served  until  the 
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close  of  the  war  and  near  Liittle  Kock  was  shot 
from  ambush,  presumably  for  his  monej-,  as  he  was 
robbed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  a  School  Di- 
rector nearl)'  all  his  life  and  has  aided  in  building 
several  sclioolhoiises.  He  served  as  Commissioner 
of  Highways  several  terms,  was  Assessor  two  years 
and  Supervisor  of  Deerfield  Township  for  three 
years.  After  having  voted  with  the  Whig  party 
in  early  life,  he  became  a  stanch  Republican  and 
has  frequently  acted  as  delegate  in  countj"  and  Con- 
gressional conventions.  He  has  served  on  the 
grand  and  petit  juries,  and  as  foreman  of  the 
former.  He  was  identified  with  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  is  now  extinct  in  this 
vicinity,  and  held  the  office  of  Elder. 


jr,ILLIAM  McCRACKEN.  Every  country, 
state  and  county  furnishes  its  quota  of 
what  the  world  calls  "self-made  men,"  men 
who  commencing  in  life  without  financial  assistance 
have  by  means  of  their  own  good  judgment  and 
energy  succeeded  in  gaining  success  in  their  cho.«en 
vocation,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  undoubtedly 
belongs  to  this  class.  His  birth  occurred  in  Lick 
ing  County,  Ohio,  November  27,  1829,  being  the 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Simcox)  McCracken, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  upon  coming  to  America 
settled  in  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject's  father  passed  his  youth  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  when  quite  a  young  man  moved  to  Lick- 
ing County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  numbered  among 
the  pioneers, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  counted 
one  of  tiie  foremost  farmers  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  His  death  occurred  after  he  had  attained 
his  eighty-ninth  year.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  took  much  interest  in  poli- 
tics; and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  married  Margaret  Simcox,  who  lived 
to  be  sixty-five  years  old,  and  to  them  were  born 
twelve  children,  viz:  James;  Mrs.  Martha  Wiley; 
Mrs.  Mary  Brown,  John,  William,  Robert,  Kli, 
Samuel,  Eleazer  W.,  Wilson  Slinnan,  Heniy  M.,and 


Joseph  (deceased).  Our  subject's  maternal  ances- 
tors were  Frenchmen. 

Mr.  McCracken  passed  liis  youth  in  Licking 
County  on  a  farm,  attending  school  during  the 
winter  and  farming  through  the  summer  months 
until  he  reached  his  eighteenth  year.  After  that 
time  he  worked  for  three  years  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  for  *!4  a  month  the  first  year,  19  the  second 
year,  and  813  the  last  year. 

Our  subject  was  married  April  20,  1851,  to  JNIiss 
Fannj'  Bordner,  and  soon  after  marriage  they  came 
to  this  State,  making  the  trip  by  wagon,  and  were 
never  in  a  house  from  the  time  of  leaving  until 
the3'  arrived  here,  being  twent^^-one  da3's  on  the 
road.  They  first  settled  near  Bryant,  Liverpool 
Township,  and  after  a  short  time  moved  to  Iowa, 
but  soon  returned  and  lived  on  Widow  Bordner's 
place  one  year.  They  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  this  township  on  section  7, 
where  they  lived  for  two  years,  and  then  selling 
the  land  at  a  large  profit  and  so  getting  a  nice 
start  in  life  they  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  this  place  with  only  two  or  three  acres  of 
it  cleared.  Our  subject  soon  built  a  log  cabin  and 
continued  to  live  in  it  for  a  period  of  eleven  j'cars 
during  which  time  he  was  clearing  up  and  cultiva- 
ting his  estate.  He  has  continued  to  add  to  his 
property  until  at  the  present  writing  he  owns  four 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  built  his  frame 
house  in  1868  at  a  cost  of  $1,600.  and  his  barn  in 
the  spring  of  1884  at  a  cost  of  $1,040.70,  and  this 
not  counting  his  own  labor.  He  has  farmed  quite 
extensively  but  since  the  beginning  of  1890  has 
retired  from  active  work,  though  devoting  some  of 
his  attention  to  stock-raising. 

Mr.  McCracken  came  to  this  township  with  559. C.5 
in  his  pocket,  one  wagon  and  two  blind  horses,  and 
at  the  present  daj'  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers 
in  this  section  of  the  country  and  his  residence 
and  barns  are  among  the  finest  in  Liverpool  Town- 
ship. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCracken  have  been  born 
five  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity-,  viz: 
M.  Arista,  Ira  A.,  Samuel,  Mrs.  Rilda  J.  Denney. 
Mrs.  McCracken 's  birth  occurred  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  April  15,  1826,  being  the  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Christena  (Losli)  Bordner,  were  na- 
tives   of    Berks    and   Dauphin    Counties,    Pa.,  re- 
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si)eelively.  Her  father  learned  the  carpenter  and 
joiner  trade  which  he  followed  in  Pennsylvania 
until  1825  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  in  that 
county.  He  worked  at  his  trade  and  anj'thing  he 
could  get  to  do,  and  Zanesville  was  his  nearest 
trading  point.  In  1853  he  sold  his  properly  and 
moved  to  Fulton  County,  settling  in  Liverpool 
Township,  and  afterward  in  Lewistown  Township, 
where  he  died  in  1882  in  his  ninety-ninth  year.  The 
mother  was  born  in  1789  and  is  still  living  with 
lier  son,  Moses  Bordner.  in  Lewistown  Township, 
and  at  the  ijrescnt  writing  lias  attained  her  one 
hundred  and  first  year. 

^<?=5$EORGE  L.  DURELL.  It  is  conceded  to 
ill  s=i   be  one  of  the  most  ditlicult  tilings  known  to 

^^i|)  the  business  world  to  establish  a  local  paper 
on  a  paying  basis.  It  requires  more  patience,  i)er- 
severance  and  tact  than  almost  any  other  calling. 
Few  there  are  who  properly  understand  the  trials 
tiiat  beset  the  thorny  path  of  the  country  editor, 
who  is  expected  to  issue  a  paper  that  will  compare 
in  every  waj'  with  the  dailies  of  the  large  cities. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  can  properly  appreciate 
these  remarks,  as  he  has  for  some  years  edited  and 
published  a  family  newspaper,  the  Vermont  Chron- 
/t'/p,  that  finds  its  way  into  many  a  household,  and 
is  a  fair  specimen  of  i'..s  kind. 

Mr.  Durell  is  the  son  of  a  well-known  family  of 
this  county,  of  which  he  is  a  native.  He  was  born 
in  Astoria  Township,  April  17,  1851,  being  the 
youngest  son  of  William  and  Margaret  Durell. 
(For  parental  historj'  see  sketch  of  E.  P.  Durell  on 
another  page  of  this  work.)  Our  subject  was 
three  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ver- 
mont, and  here  he  was  reared,  and  in  the  public 
schools  obtained  his  education.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  art  of  printing, 
at  which  time  he  established  the  Vermont  Chronicle. 
With  much  enterprise  he  opened  an  office,  em- 
ployed a  practical  compositor,  ,and  stood  at  the 
case  day  after  day  until  he  had  acquired  a  good 
knowledge  of  type-setting.     He  continued  to  edit 


the  Chronicle  until  1879,  when  he  sold  it,  as  he 
wished  to  go  to  Colorado  for  the  purpose  of  min- 
ing. The  following  year  he  operated  a  job-print- 
ing office  in  Dcnve'*  for  a  short  time. 

In  the  fall  of  1880  Editor  Durell  returned  to 
his  native  Stale,  and  again  became  the  proprietor 
and  manager  of  the  Chronicle,  buying  the  office 
and  outfit,  and  conducting  a  paying  business  as 
job-printer  in  addition  to  his  editorial  duties.  His 
paper  is  a  neat,  well-regulated  sheet,  containing 
much  useful  information  and  local  matter  of  in- 
terest to  its  readers.  It  is  a  Republican  organ, 
and  is  firm  in  support  of  party  principles. 

Our  subject  has  a  pleasant,  comfortable  home, 
and  to  the  lady  who  presides  over  his  domestic 
lares  and  penates  he  was  united  in  marriage  Sep- 
tember 18,  1872.  Six  children  have  come  to  them, 
five  of  whom  .are  living,  namely:  Dora,  Edna, 
Terr3',  Edwin  and  Sadie.  Mrs.  Durell  is,  like  her 
husband,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  she  is  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Stnpleford. 


EDDING  P.  WILLCOXEN   belongs  to  the 
famous  Willcoxen  family ,a  graphic  descrip- 
tion of  which  is  given   in    the   sketch  of 
George  W.  Raj%  whose  wife  was,  previous 
to  her  marriage.  Miss  Anna  A.  Willcoxen. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Liverpool  Township, 
August  29,  1838.  being  the  son  of  Elijah  Calloway 
Willcoxen,  who  was  born  in  Estel  County,  Ky.. 
March  12,  1817,  and  of  Prudence  (Putnam)  Will- 
coxen, who  was  born  in  Kentucky  September  22, 
1820.  His  father  attended  the  earlj-  schools  of  his 
native  county  up  to  the  time  of  reaching  his  thir- 
teenth year,  at  which  date  he  moved  with  his  par- 
ents to  Fulton  Count}^  after  which  he  attended 
school  and  assisted  in  cultivating  the  farm.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  owned 
a  sawmill,  and  afterward  added  a  gristmill,  and 
continued  to  run  the  two  in  connection  with  his 
farming  for  about  twelve  years.  In  connection 
with  his  brother,  Jeremiah  F.,  he  also  owned  a  saw- 
mill in  Lewistown  Township,  and  in  this  way  made 
a  good  deiil  of  money,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
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left  between  *;  15,000  and  $20,000.  He  had  a  re- 
markable mind  and  was  a  good  mathematician.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  belonged 
to  the  Democratic  party  and  held  man3'  offices  of 
public  importance,  and  was  Supervisor  for  several 
years.  He  built  his  spacious  brick  residence  in 
1855  at  a  cost  of  $6,000.  His  death  occurred  January 
22,  1872.  His  wife  was  born  in  Kentucky  as  above 
Stated,  but  came  with  her  parents  to  Fulton  County 
in  1830.  She  was  a  lovely  Christian  woman,  and 
died  October  24,  1882,  when  sixty-two  years  of 
age,  being  the  mother  of  fourteen  children,  viz.: 
Redding  P.,  Alvina,  Nanc3'  M.,  Anna,  Elizabeth 
A.,  Louisa  J.,  James  M..  Marshall,  Prudence, 
Hiram,  Calloway  E..  Stephen  A.  I).,  Rebecca  and 
Pacanina. 

Our  subject's  maternal  giandfather,  Reddina- 
Putman,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but  moved  to 
B'ulton  County  in  1830  and  settled  in  Putmau 
Township,  which  was  named  in  his  honor.  He 
served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  was  shot 
through  the  breast  at  the  battle  of  Stillman's  De- 
feat. About  1842  he  removed  to  Washington 
Countjs  Ark.,  wliere  he  settled  on  a  farm  and 
where  he  died  after  attaining  his  eightieth  vear. 

Mr.  Willcoxen  passed  his  youth  on  a  farm  in 
Liverpool  Township,  attending  tlie  distri(tt  school 
that  was  very  commovi  and  wliere  the  information 
imparted  was  very  meagre.  He  was  married  May 
8,  1862,  to  Miss  Amanda  Stoutt,  a  nptive  of  Logan 
County,  111.,  who  died  when  thirty-one  years  of 
age,  leaving  four  children,  viz.:  Thomas  Lee,  Anna 
P.,  Andrew  J.  and  Noah  C.  On  December  22, 
1873,  our  subject  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
Miss  Lucinda  Morgan,  who  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  December  21,  1848.  This  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children,  viz.:  Viola  A.. 
William  W.,  Redding  (}.,  Jessie  D.,  Melinda  M., 
James  O.  and  Bert  M. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  after  his  marriage  set- 
tled on  a  portion  of  his  father's  farm,  and  after  the 
death  of  the  latter  bought  the  old  homestead,  which 
consisted  of  two  hundred  ar.d  nineteen  acres,  and 
has  continued  to  reside  on  this  property.  Besides 
farming  he  is  also  largely  interested  in  stock-rais- 
ing. His  residence  is  very  elegant,  being  indeed 
about  the  finest  inthis  section  of  the  country,  and  is 


surrounded  by  a  gently  sloping  lawn  that  is  shaded 
by  large  oak  trees.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  in  every  way  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  family  so  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  State. 

OMN  B.  BAYLOR.  There  Is  no  one  trait  of 
human  nature  that  endears  a  man  more  to 
the  communit}'  in  which  he  resides  than 
does  a  heartfelt  interest  in  the  success  and 
prosperitj'  of  his  State,  county,  and  immediate 
place  of  residence.  A  patriotic  man,  one  fond 
alike  of  his  family  and  of  the  incidents  connected 
with  the  success  of  his  home,  is  always  well  liked. 
And  such  is  the  case  of  John  B.  Baylor,  who  com- 
ing to  Fulton  County,  when  a  boy  of  only  ten 
years  of  age,  in  the  spring  of  184G,  ranks  as  one  of 
the  old  pioneers  and  has  witnessed  the  rapid  and 
long  strides  that  progress  has  made. 

Our  subject's  parents  settled  in  Buckheart  Town- 
ship, where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  attended 
the  log  schoolhouse,  which  was  merely  a  rickety 
old  building  standing  alone  in  a  large  space  of 
uncultivated  ground,  indeed  such  a  schoolhouse 
as  Lowell  has  beautifully  pictured  in  one  of  his 
noted  poems,  and  whifch  he  terms  "  a  ragged  beggar 
by  the  way-side  sunning." 

Mr.  Baylor's  father  was  born  in  Washington, 
N.  J.,  and  his  mother,  who  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage was  Miss  Annie  Lydia,  was  born  in  AVarren 
County,  N.  J.  They  were  married  in  the  latter 
named  place,  and  to  their  marriage  were  born  eleven 
children:  viz.,  Margaret,  Isaac,  Mary  Ann,  Mary, 
Bets3',  William,  John  B,  George,  Washington, 
Isaiah,  and  James,  of  whom  only  six  are  living  at 
the  present  time.  The  father  died  when  sixty 
years  of  age  and  the  mother  breathed  her  last  in 
1885,  having  attained  her  eighty-first  year.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  September  26th, 
1835,  in  Knowllon  Township,  Warren  County,  N. 
J.  In  1863  he  married  Miss  Prudence  Hiles  of 
AVarren  County,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
oce  child — George,  who  died  with  di])htheria  a 
day  or  two  after  his  mother's  death.     'Slv.  Baylor 
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was  married  the  second  time,  to  Miss  Kate  Nelson, 
daughter  of  Maj.  Horatio  C.  and  Eliza  (Jones) 
Nelson,  and  born  in  Fulton  Count}-,  the  24tli  of 
June.  1846.  To  this  marriage  were  born  eleven 
cliildren:  Leonard,  Krnest,  Ida- M,  Maud,  Ells- 
worth, Eva,  Reginald,  1103'al,  Edith,  Ethel;  and 
Elmer  who  died  in  infancy  and  was  a  twin  of  Ells- 
worth. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  purchased  his  present 
estate  in  1866,  and  takes  great  interest  in  all  matters 
of  local  importance.  He  has  been  Steward  of  the 
Church  for  the  past  twent}'  3'ears,  has  also  served 
as  Class  Leader,  for  seventeen  years  was  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  has  done  much 
to  advance  all  religious  causes  throughout  the 
communit}'  in  which  he  resides.  He  is  also  in- 
terested in  educational  matters,  having  served  for 
the  last  fifteen  j'ears  as  School  Director.  His 
political  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  was  appointed  delegate  to  the  County  Re- 
publican Convention  at  Canton  in  1889.  Being 
the  happy  possessor  of  a  sunny  and  amiable  disposi- 
tion, Mr.  Baylor  is  naturally  very  popular,  and  is 
locked  upon  as  a  most  interesting  companion. 


SAAC  J.  GOSHEN.  The  following  is  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Goshen,  whose 
present  substantial  position  has  been  reached 
entirely  through  his  own  perseverance,  and  whose 
life  shows  what  can  be  accomplished  by  a  person 
with  courage  and  enlightened  views.  During  his 
childhood  he  experienced  majiy  disadvantages,  and 
for  years  had  to  struggle  against  a  seemingly  ad- 
verse fate.  -Notwithstanding  discouragements  he 
pushed  ahead,  and  the  result  proves  the  wisdom 
of  his  course.  Coming  of  German-French  lin- 
eage, he  inherits  the  perseverance  of  the  former 
with  the  versatile  quickness  of  the  latter. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Goshen,  was  of 
French  descent,  and  a  native  of  Chester  County, 
Pa.  The  mother,  Margaret  (Stoffer)  Goshen,  was 
of  German  parentage,  and  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve- 
children,  of  whom  the  following  lived  to  maturity: 


John,  Levi,  Henry,  Ann  C,  George,  Isaac  J., 
Christian,  Samuel,  Lydia  and  Martin.  The  father 
died  in  the  Keystone  State  in  May,  1851,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-four  years;  the  mother  survived  until 
1882,  having  attained  the  great  age  of  nearly  ninety 
years. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the  village  of  New 
Holland,  on  September  17,  1828.  When  six  years 
old  he  was  taken  to  live  with  a  family  named  Hart- 
man,  in  his  native  county.  There  he  was  well 
treated  and  allowed  to  attend  school  during  the 
winter  season.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  from  his  father, 
who  understood  the  business.  But  possessing  an 
ambitious  nature,  and  anxious  to  see  the  famous 
West  beyond  the  mountains  of  his  native  State,  he 
left  Pennsylvania  in  compan\'  with  a  family  with 
whom  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  acquainted. 
The  trip  was  made  in  1849  by  canal  to  Pittsburg, 
thence  by  steamer  down  the  Ohio  river,  up  the 
broad  Mississippi  and  the  tranquil  Hlinois  to  Cop- 
peras Creek,  where  they  landed  in  May,  1849. 

From  that  place  our  subject  proceeded  to  Can- 
ton, thence  to  Farmington,  where  he  soon  found 
occupation ;  and  where  for  three  years  after  his  ar- 
rival he  worked  for  others.  In  1853,  having  de- 
termined to  start  out  for  himself,  he  commenced 
business  as  a  carpenter,  and  being  a  first-class 
workman  and  an  industrious  man,  he  has  succeeded 
admirably  in  his  chosen  profession.  Many  of  the 
handsome  houses  of  the  city  and  country  were  de- 
signed and  erected  by  him;  and  he  sustains  an  en- 
viable reputation  both  in  social  and  business  circles. 
In  his  political  belief  he  uses  his  influence  in  behalf 
of,  and  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party. 
During  the  late  war  he  was  a  strong  Lincoln  Aboli- 
tionist. 

On  September  21,  1858,  the  ceremon}'  was  per- 
formed which  united  Mr.  Goshen  and  Miss  Eleanor 
E.  Budd,  of  Turin,  N.  Y.  Their  three  children 
are  named  respectively,  Emma  M.,  Lillian  W.,  (Mrs. 
Frank  Steenberg),  of  Farmington,  and  Francis  I., 
deceased.  The  family  residence  on  Fulton  Street, 
is  especiall}'  attractive,  and  is  built  after  the  most 
approved  style,  of  architecture,  and  elegantly  fur- 
nished.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goshen  belong  to  t'l  •  C'dngre- 
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gational  Church  at  Farrnington,  toward  the  support 
of  which  they  are  liberal  and  constant  contributors. 
Unlimited  praise  is  rightfully  l)estowed  upon  him 
for  the  noble  manner  in  which  he  has  battled  with 
the  trials  and  privations  that  the  poor  are  com- 
pelled to  endure.  As  one  of  the  self-made  citizens 
of  Fulton  County,  we  are  pleased  to  present  a  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Goshen  on  another  page. 


AVID  BOSWELL  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  since  18.55,  when  he  .associated 
himself  with  its  pioneer  farmers.  His  home 
is  in  Joshua  Township,  where  he  has  a 
good  farm,  and  is  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
ill  its  cultivation.  He  is  a  Virginian  by  birth,  born 
amid  the  beautiful  scenery  of  Shenandoah  County, 
in  1807. 

When  our  subject  was  still  a  small  boy,  he  left 
lii.-s  native  State  and  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  earned 
his  own  living  by  working  on  a  farm  in  Champaign 
('•lunty.  Ill  1855,  in  the  prime  of  stalwart  man- 
hood he  resolved  to  try  life  in  Illinois,  where  he 
considered  he  would  have  a  better  opportunity  for 
prosecuting  his  calling  as  a  practical  farmer.  After 
his  arrival  here  he  located  in  Buckheart  Township, 
having  made  the  trip  hither  in  a  two-horse  wagon. 
lie  was  accompanied  by  one  David  Myers,  who 
took  up  a  farm  on  the  same  section  and  is  living 
oil  it  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Boswell  has  prose- 
cuted his  calling  witli  good  success,  placing  his 
estate  under  good  improvements  and  from  its  well- 
cultivated,  highly  productive  fields,  reaps  rich 
harvests  in  compensation  for  the  toil  and  care  ex- 
pended. He  is  the  oldest  man  now  living  in  his 
township,  whose  growth  he  has  watched  with  pleas- 
ure, promoting  it  in  his  capacity  of  an  energetic 
agriculturalist. 

Mr.  Boswell  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  help- 
mate in  the  person  of  Miss  Nancy  Colbert,  who.se 
parents  were  natives  of  Virginia.  She  was  born  in 
Ohio,  April  10,  1809,  and  in  their  thirty- five  years 
of  wedded  life  lie  has  been  greatly  aided  by  her 
cheerful  co-operation  and  wise  counsel.  She  is 
known  as  an  amiable  and   pious   lady,  and  as  an 


active  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Boswell  have  had  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
namely:  Mary  Ann,  deceased;  Mahala,  who  is  in 
Ohio;  Anna  Maria,  deceased;  Ezekiel,  who  makes 
his  home  in  St.  David;  Barbara,  in  Cumberland 
County,  111.;  Stephen,  who  is  a  resident  of  Joshua, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  Sarah  resides  in 
Joshua;  Francis,  and  Jane,  deceased;  Oliver  lives 
iu  Canton,  and  is  occupied  in  teaming;  Lucinda,  in 
Canton;  John  and  Samuel,  also  deceased.  All  the 
children  are  married,  and  in  tlieir  honorable  lives 
reflect  credit  upon  their  early  training.  Mr.  Bos- 
well, politicall}',  has  been  a  life-long  member  of 
the  Democrat  party.  He  is  a  man  of  good  habits. 
and  is  well  thought  of  in  the  community  where  he 
has  resided  for  so  many  years. 


J'";  OHN  FISHER  stands  among  the  foremost  of 
the  successful  farmers  who  have  contributed 
1  50  greatly  to  the  development  of  this  county. 
'  His  interest  is  centered  in  Buckheart  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  one  of  the  largest  and  best  man- 
aged farms  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  engaged  iu  raising,  feeding  and  ship- 
ping stock  with  good  protits.  Mr.  Fisher  was  born 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  Clark  County,  Ind., 
October  2,  1827. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Frederick  Fisher,  was 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  son  of 
another  Frederick  Fisher  who  was  of  Dutch  de- 
scent, and  a  pioneer  of  Indiana.  The  former 
was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Indiana  and  he  grew  to  manhood  amid 
pioneer  surroundings  and  was  there  married  to 
Sarah  Fonts.  Her  father  was  Jacob  Fouts,  Esq., 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  coming  of  an  old  Dutch 
family,  and  he  was  a  pioneer  of  Indiana,  where  he 
carried  on  farming.  In  1830,  JMr.  Fisher  came 
to  this  county,  and  located  in  what  is  now  Buck- 
heart  Township,  being  one  of  its  earliest  settlers. 
Taking  up  his  residence  on  a  wild  tract  of  land,  a 
half  mile  south  of  Mr.  Fisher's  present  farm,  he 
continued  to  live  there  and  developed  it.  At  the 
expiration  of  ten  years  he  moved  on  a  farm,  three 
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miles  south,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  wfis 
passed,  his  death  occurring  in  1876.  He  held  an 
lionorable  place  among  the  pioneers  of  the  county 
and  his  name  is  cherished  as  one  of  those  who  laid 
the  foundation  for  its  upbuilding.  His  wife  and 
twelve  of  their  thirteen  children  survived  him  and 
all  are  yet  living  except  the  mother,  who  died  in 
1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  She 
was  a  native  of  Clark  County,  Ind. 

.John  Fisher,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written,  is 
the  second  son  and  third  child  of  this  large  family 
and  was  principally  reared  in  Buckheart  Township, 
this  county.  He  spent  his  school  days  at  the  High- 
bridge  school  house,  but  they  were  soon  passed  as 
he  was  not  an  attendant  for  more  than  six  months  al- 
together. His  education  has  been  principally  gained 
by  experience,  observation  and  reading.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  twenty-three  years 
old,  and  then  started  out  in  the  world  to  battle  with 
life  on  his  own  account.  To  aid  him  in  vanquish- 
ing the  difficulties  that  lay  in  his  way  he  secured 
the  co-operation  of  Miss  Melissa  J.  Maxwell,  who 
has  been  to  him  a  true  and  faithful  wife.  Her  par- 
ents were  Alexander  and  Mary  Maxwell,  and  they 
came  to  Fulton  County  from  Tcni.essee  at  an  early 
day,  and  she  was  bu-n  in  Buckheart  Township.  Her 
marriage  with  our  subject  has  been  productive  to 
them  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Josephine, 
wife  of  Cyrus  Alcott,  a  farmer  and  fine  stock  dealer, 
living  near  Fairview,  III.;  Alice,  who  married  F.  M. 
Foutz,  also  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer  near  Canton, 
III.;  she  died  in  December,  1884;  Willard,  living 
near  the  town  of  Dunfermline,  carrying  on  a  farm 
and  running  the  meat  market  for  the  town,  mar- 
ried Miss  Josephine  Ballard;  Leonard,  a  farmer, 
dealer  in  cattle  and  fine  horses,  married  Miss  Mary 
Miller  and  lives  near  Canton;  Charley,  farming 
with  his  father  and  makes  aspecialtj"  of  fine  cattle; 
Mattie  and  Bertha  at  home. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Fisher  settled  on  the  farm 
three  miles  south  of  his  present  place,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  land.  He  had  at  that  time  one 
horse  and  a  wagon  borrowing  a  horse  he  did  a 
a  great  deal  of  teaming.  He  and  his  noble  wife 
worked  hard  and  their  united  labors  were  greatly 
prospered.  He  raised  large  quantities  of  hogs  and 
cattle,  bought,    fed    and  sold    stock,  and    carried 


on  a  large  business  in  that  line.  He  sold  that  farm 
and  bought  one  across  the  road  from  where  he  now 
lives,  and  has  since  added  to  his  landed  possessions 
until  he  is  the  proprietor  of  fifteen  hundred  acres 
of  as  fine  land  as  the  sun  ever  shone  on.  On  a 
farm  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  this  land  is 
located  one  of  the  finest  coal  mines  in  the  State, 
and  here  is  established  the  town  of  Dunfermline. 
The  business  carried  on  is  extensive  and  brings  Mr. 
Fisher  a  princely  income.  A  considerable  prop- 
erty in  Canton  adds  to  his  possessions.  He  has  an 
ample  supply  of  buildings,  including  a  commodious 
dwelling  and  a  good  barn.  Vrom  overwork  and 
close  application  to  business,  Mr.  Fisher  was  pros- 
trated for  three  years,  but  has  now  in  a  great 
measure  recovered  his  health,  and  is  also  able  to  at- 
tend to  his  many  duties  on  the  farm,  and  to  look 
after  his  extensive  interests.  Our  subject  has  al- 
ways been  keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  township 
and  county,  and  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
promoting  them.  He  has  been  the  recipient  of 
public  honors  from  his  fellow  citizens  who  have  rec- 
ognized his  superior  business  tact  and  other  fine 
business  qualifications  and  have  often  called  him  to 
assist  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  Thus 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors,  Township  Collector,  and  School  Di- 
rector, having  served  in  the  latter  capacity  twenty- 
five  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  his  influence  is  used  to  advance  the  cause  of 
his  party. 


ylLLIAM  A.CiEARHART,  the  son  of  a  pio- 
neer of  Fulton  County,  is  industriously 
pursuing  his  occupation  as  a  farmer  on 
section  18,  Orion  Township,  of  which  he  is  a  val- 
ued citizen,  and  here  he  has  one  of  the  coziest  and 
happiest  homes  in  all  the  community.  He  is  a  son 
of  John  Gearhart  who  was  born  in  PennS3'lvania 
and  migrated  from  the  Keystone  State  to  this 
county  forty-five  years  ago.  William  A.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  married  Lillian  Ross  in  Febru- 
ary, 1876. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  a  strong  and  energetic 
manhood  in   this  county  and    has   since    identified 
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himself  with  the  agriculturnl  element  that  Is  the 
main  factor  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  Orion 
Townsliip.  He  is  a  practical,  clear-headed  man  and 
has  good  capabilities  as  a  farmer,  has  his  place  un- 
der admirable  cultivation  and  supplied  with  nec- 
essary buildings,  and  it  is  in  good  condition 
generally. 

We  should  be  doing  but  scant  justice  to  our  sub- 
ject did  we  not  devote  a  part  of  this  sketch  to  the 
good  wife  who  Is  laboring  so  faithfully  by  his  side 
and  is  an  important  aid  to  him  in  his  work.  She  is 
an  intelligent,  amiable  woman,  is  wise  in  counsel 
and  a  true  friend  to  those  about  her.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  W.  Ross,' who  was  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Canton,  and  was  also  a  very 
prominent  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  llie  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Gearhart  is  a  granddaughter  of  Gilbert  Thorne, 
who  moved  from  Marion  County,  W.  Va.,  to  Illi- 
nois in  1827,  and  settled  in  Orion  Township. 

Isaac  W.  Ross,  Mrs.  Gearhart's  father,  marrieil 
Juliet  Thorne,  and  his  widow  now  resides  in  Canton. 

Mr.  Gearhart  lives  comfortably  surrounded  by 
a  liiippy  family,  the  home  circle  of  himself  and  wife 
biing  completed  by  their  daughter^  Pidith,  aged 
lliiiteen,  and  Jessie  aged  seven  years.  Mr.  Gear- 
hart is  in  all  respects  a  sincere  minded,  straightfor- 
ward man,  of  excellent  habits  and  a  kindly  dispo- 
.-ilidiK  and  he  and  his  amiable  wife  stand  well  in 
the  community. 


^/NDREW  J.  HARLAN.     Perhaps  no  resi- 
(@/'-j    dent    in    Young   Hickory  Township,    has 
11  lil    shown  a  greater   degree  of   enterprise   in 
(i^  the  affairs  of  this  world   than  the  subject 

of  this  notice,  who  is  now  Superintendent  of  the 
Central  Clay  Company,  in  which  he  is  the  princi- 
pal shareholder  and  President  of  the  London  Mill- 
ing Company,  of  London  Mills.  The  energy  of 
his  character  is  not  manifested  solely  for  his  per- 
sonal aggrandizement,  but  has  been  displayed  in 
various  positions  of  public  responsibility,  and  in 
the  promulgation  of  the  cause  of  Christianity. 


Our  subject  is  of  good  blood,  being  descended 
from  an  old  English  family.  George,  Michael  and 
Jonathan  Harlan  emigrated  to  America  many  years 
ago,  and  our  subject  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
eldest  brother.  Grandfather  Harlan,  whose  given 
name  w.as  Jonathan,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
and  reared  as  a  farmer.  When  the  first  settlements 
were  made  in  Ohio,  he  determined  to  come  North, 
and  locating  in  Clinton  County,  eight  miles  from 
the  Little  Miami  River,  he  hewed  out  a  home  from 
the  wilderness,  and  eventually  became  wealthy. 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  society,  and  was 
the  first  Sheriff  of  the  county.  One  of  his  sons, 
Andrew  J.  Harlan,  was  a  Congressman  from  In- 
diana. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  David  S.  ilarlan, 
who  was  reared  in  his  native  Buckeye  State,  fol- 
lowed farming  and  worked  somewhat  at  brickmak- 
ing  there.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  came  to  Central 
Illinois  on  his  way  to  Polk  County,  Iowa,  but  be- 
ing pleased  with  this  section,  he  determined  to  re- 
main here.  He  was  a  natural  mechanic,  able  to 
turn  his  hand  to  anything,  and  he  at  once  found 
employment,  his  first  work  being  making  a  kiln  of 
brick  for  David  Cowman.  In  the  spring  of  1852, 
he  went  on  to  Iowa  with  an  ox-team  and  two  wag- 
ons, and  spent  a  short  time  in  breaking  prairie.  He 
then  returned  to  this  State,  finally  buying  land  in 
Young  Hickory  Township,  and  reclaiming  a  raw 
farm  from  its  primitive  condition.  He  held  vari- 
ous township  offices,  was  School  Trustee  for  years, 
and  possessed  much  influence.  He  was  one  of  three 
men  in  the  township  who  voted  for  Salmon  P. 
Chase  in  1852.  He  was  one  of  the  operators  of  the 
underground  railroad  both  in  Ohio  and  here.  He 
was  reared  in  the  Quaker  faith,  but  finally  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  in 
1886,  when  more  than  seventy -four  years  old. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  Cowman, 
who  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1809,  and  who  is  now 
living  on  the  old  homestead,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-one  years.  Her  father,  Peter  Cowman, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey',  January  1,  1777,  and  af- 
ter reaching  manhood  removed  to  Virginia,  where 
he  owned  a  farm  in  Rockbridge  County,  five  miles 
from  the  Natural  Bridge.  He  was  a  teamster  in 
the  War  of  1812.     In  the  fall  of  1832  he  removed 
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with  his  family  by  wagon  to  Highland  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  became  a  well-to-do  farmer.  He 
died  in  1844,  cheered  by  the  faith  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  His  daughter,  afterward  Mrs.  Har- 
lan, was  a  young  lady  when  the  removal  to  the 
Buckeye  State  took  place.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  parental  family  included  eight  children  be- 
sides our  subject,  who  is  the  first-born;  Cyrus  died 
at  home  in  1863;  Milo  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead; Plato  resides  in  Kansas;  Napoleon  Bona 
parte  died  here  in  1866:  Mrs.  Louisa  Swartz  lives 
in  this  township;  Mrs.  Adelia  Spurlock  In  Chestnut 
Township,  Knox  County;  Mrs.  Mary  Swartz,  in 
Canton;  Mrs.  Minerva  Dailey  is  with  her  mother 
on  the  old  homestead.  Plato  and  Napoleon  en- 
listed in  1861  in  the  Forty -seventh  Illinois  Infan- 
try, and  served  over  three  years;  Milo  served  in 
the  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry  three  years,  hold- 
ing the  rank  of  Corporal. 

Andrew  J.  Harlan  was  born  in  Clinton  County, 
Ohio,  near  Wilmington,  December  20,  1835,  and 
reared  on  the  farm  which  he  helped  to  clear,  driv- 
ing oxen  when  teams  were  used.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  primitive  subscription 
schools  hold  in  the  log  building  fitted  up  with 
home-made  furniture.  He  was  fifteen  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  this  State,  and  well  re- 
members the  overland  journey  that  lasted  four 
weeks.  Being  anxious  to  gain  more  knowledge, 
young  Harlan  was  permitted  to  work  by  the  month 
or  day  a  part  of  the  time  in  order  to  get  money 
whereby  to  help  pay  his  way  at  school.  In  1855 
he  entered  Hedding  Female  Seminary,  now  Hed- 
diiig  College,  at  Abingdon,  during  the  first  term  of 
the  institution.  He  studied  six  months  in  a  year, 
working  on  a  farm  during  the  other  seasons,  thus 
making  his  way  for  two  years. 

Being  sent  to  Ohio  to  look  after  some  of  his  fa- 
ther's interests,  young  Harlan  stopped  at  Marion, 
Ind.,  on  his  return,  and  spent  six  months  in  atten- 
dance at  Marion  Seminary.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  taught  school  in  this  vicinity,  then  again 
studied  at  Abingdon,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
spring  of  1868,  was  alternating  the  duties  of  a  farm 
laborer,  school  teacher,  and  student.  The  next  two 
winters  were  devoted  to  professional  work,  and  the 


succeeding  year  to  the  management  of  the  home 
farm,  which  he  had  hadjcharge  ofduring  the  war 
when  his  brothers  were  away  with  the  LTnion  forces. 
In  the  fall  of  1870  Mr.  Harlan  took  to  himself  a 
wife  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Dyer, 
a  capable  and  amiable  woman,  to  whom  he  owes 
not  only  the  comforts  of  his  homo,  but  much  ea- 
couragenaent  and  wise  counsel  in  his  affairs.  She 
was  born  in  P^llisville  Township,  and  reared  and 
educated  there.  Her  parents,  David  E.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Potts)  Hall,  came  here  from  Ohio,  as  early 
as  1832.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Harlan  rented  a 
farm,  and  in  1872  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  on  section  4,  bordering  on  the  Spoon  River. 
He  cleared  half  of  it,  and  as  the  land  is  well  adapted 
for  the  cultivation  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  he  has 
prospered  exceedingly  by  the  wise  use  of  improved 
methods.  The  farm  now  bears  excellent  improve- 
ments of  all  kinds,  the  buildings  upon  it  being  the 
best  in  the  township.  Some  time  after  the  pur- 
chase of  this  property,  Mr.  Harlan  bought  the  old 
home  of  hia  wife — a  valuable  tract  of  improved 
land  which  corners  with  this.  It  consists  of  oue 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  in  Chestnut  Town- 
ship, Knox  County. 

Realizing  the  need  of  good  moans  of  transporta- 
tion, Mr.  Harlan  helped  the  Fulton  County  Nar- 
row Gauge  Railroad  as  much  as  possible,  letting 
the  road  through  his  farm  for  almost  nothing,  and 
likewise  giving  the  right  of  way  for  a  mile  to  the 
Iowa  Central.  As  soon  as  the  Nfirrow  Gauge  was 
built,  he  began  buj'ing  hogs,  being  the  first  shipper 
over  the  new  road.  For  several  years  he  shipped 
over  both  routes  to  his  great  advantage.  In  1884 
or  1885,  he  laid  out  an  addition  on  his  farm,  and  in 
January,  1890,  platted  A.  J.  Harlan's  Second  Ad- 
dition, from  which  he  is  now  selling  lots.  In  1886 
he  became  a  partner  in  the  London  Milling  Com- 
pany, and  President  thereof.  This  company,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  business  in  London  Mills,  carries  on  a 
wholesale  and  retail  depot  in  Peoria. 

Some  time  since  Mr.  Harlan  found  that  he  liatl 
valuable  fire  clay  on  his  farm,  and  conceived  the 
idea  of  starting  a  brick  factory.  He  had  several 
objects  in  view,  one  being  to  institute  a  good  busi- 
ness in  the  manufacture,  and  another  to  increase  the 
sale  of  lots.     In  the  spring  of   1890,   therefore,  a 
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partnership  was  formed  between  himself  and  Sam- 
uel Hall,  a  factorj'  built,  and  a  plant  put  in.  Tlie 
business  is  but  fairly  started,  but  promises  satisfac- 
tory results.  The  capacity  of  the  establishment  is 
fifty  thous:ind  bricks  per  day,  and  the  articles  are 
made  with  especial  view  to  their  use  in  paving  and 
building.  The  railroad  company  has  put  in  a 
switeii  to  the  factory,  where  thirty-five  hands  are 
already  employed  in  manipulating  clay  equal  to  any 
in  the  country. 

Mr.  Harlan  was  Supervisor  tliree  years,  during 
tiiat  {ime  being  Cliairman  of  the  Committees  on 
Fees  and  Salaries,  and  on' Jurors.  He  was  Assessor 
live  years.  Trustee  for  a  long  time,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  two  terms,  and  Commissioner  of  Highways 
several  terms.  He  has  likewise  served  as  School 
Director,  and  been  a  member  both  of  grand  and 
petit  juries.  He  is  a  stanch  member  of  tlie  Re- 
l)ublican  party,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee,  and  a  delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions. He  is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  fra- 
ternity, and  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs  in 
tlie  lodge  at  London  Mills.  A  devoted  member 
of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  was  instru- 
mental in  building  the  house  of  worship,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  Trustees.  He  formerly  served  as 
Steward,  and  was  Assistant  Superintendent  in  the 
Sunday-school  several  years.  The  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harlan  consisted  of  four  sons— Oscar, 
Byron,  Custer,  and  Andrew  J.,  Jr.  Byron  died  in 
earl}'  cliildhood. 


-^1 


~s^^ 


^¥/AMES  W.  FREDERICK.  This  name  will 
I  be  recognized  by  many  of  our  readers  as 
I  that  of  a  resident  in  Lee  Township,  wlio  is 
(^//  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  His  landed  estate  consists  of  four  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  Well-improved  land,  whose  pres- 
ent condition  is  due  to  iiis  own  good  taste  and  en- 
terprise. The  farm  is  stocked  with  all  that  goes  to 
make  up  the  well-regulated  estate  and  the  family 
occupies  a  pleasant  dwelling  where  home  comforts 
and  genial  hospitalitj'  abound. 

The  parents  of    our  subject  were  Daniel   and 


Almira  (Ward)  Frederick,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  \Yashington  County,  Pa.,  and  died  in  Canton, 
111.,  in  1865.  They  went  from  their  native  State 
to  Ohio,  locating  in  Licking  County-,  where  they 
resided  until  early  in  the  '50s,  then  removed  to  this 
county  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in 
Canton. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch  was 
I)orn  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  March  26,  1830, 
but  spent  his  boyhood  and  j^outh  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  schooling.  In 
1849  he  came  to  this  county,  remaining  here  until 
early  in  1853  when  he  journeyed  to  the  Pacific 
Coast.  After  spending  two  years  in  California  he 
returned  to  this  count}',  married  and  located  in 
Lewistown  Township.  Five  years  later,  in  1861,  he 
became  a  resident  of  Lee  Township,  wherein  he 
now  owns  so  valuable  an  estate.  Ho  has  been 
handling  and  shipping  stock  for  the  past  ten  years, 
doing  well  in  this  branch  of  employment,  and  hav- 
ing the  reputation  of  a  reliable  and  discriminating 
dealer. 

February  10,  1855,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  cel- 
ebrated between  our  subject  and  Sarah  E.  Boyer. 
The  bride  was  born  in  this  county  January  27, 
1839,  and  is  the  youngest  daughter  in  a  family 
consisting  of  five  sons  and  four  daugliters.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Nancy  (Shaw)  Boyer,  were 
natives  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  respectively. 
Their  first  home  was  in  Oiiio,  whence  they  came  to 
this  county  in  1838,  locating  in  Lewistown  Town- 
ship. There  Mr.  Boyer  died  in  1859,  his  wife 
having  two  years  before  crossed  the  river  of 
death. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  have  had  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  except 
Isaiah,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 
Rosa  A.  married  Linus  P.  Taylor  and  lives  in  the 
same  township  as  her  parents;  Fremont  married 
Hortense  Douglas,  their  home  being  in  Young 
Hickory  Township;  Kelley  F.,  Duane,  Emma,  Or- 
pah,  J.  Logan,  Almira,  Sheridan  and  Cora  are  still 
living  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Frederick  is  honored  by  all  who  know  him 
for  his  fine  character  and  business  ability,  and  is 
well  liked  bj-  reason  of  his  pleasing  qualities.  His 
good  wife  and  the   members  of  their    family  have 
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also  many  friends.  Mr.  Frederick  is  somewhat 
active  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  vicinity,  work- 
ing with  the  Republicans.  He  has  served  his  fel- 
low-cit'zens  in  various  capacities,  from  the  position 
of  a  juryman  to  that  of  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
church.  He  sat  on  the  United  Stales  Petit  Jury  at 
Springfield  sixty-five  days  and  was  a  Grand  Juror 
for  Fulton  County  four  terms.  He  lias  been  Super 
visor  of  Lee  Township  two  years.  School  Trustee 
six  years  and  has  also  been  a  School  Director.  He 
and  his  wife  and  three  daughters  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Frederick  was 
Steward  eighteen  j'ears,  has  been  Class-Leadgr  and 
has  been  six  years  a  Trustee.  He  has  also  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  was 
Vice  President  of  the  Sundaj'-school  Association  of 
the  township  about  ten  years. 


-:i^^ 


/p^EORGE  W.  LITTLE,  the  subject  of  our 
(l[  (— ,  present  sketch  has  been  prominently  identi- 
^^Jl  fied  ^'tli  the  progress  of  Farmington  and 
surrounding  countj',  His  birth  occurred  at  the 
town  of  Hampstead,  N.  H.,  August,  12,  1810,  he 
being  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Abiah  (Emerson) 
Little,  both  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  To  Mr. 
Little's  parents  were  born  four  children  :  viz.,  Polly, 
Belinda,  Robert  E.  and  George  Washington,  of 
whom  the  last  named  is  the  only  one  living. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  on  a  farm, 
enjoying  the  quietude  of  rural  life  until  about 
seventeen  ygars  old.  At  that  age  he  went  to  Boston, 
wliere  he  clerked  in  a  West  India  goods  store  for 
a  period  of  five  years.  He  was  invited  to  join 
Lowell  IMason's  choir  in  the  Bowdoin  Street  Church 
at  tiie  '•  Hub,"  and  continued  to  sing  tenor  in  that 
choir  for  four  years.  Being  thoroughly  ambitious 
and  imagining  the  West  to  be  a  broad  unbroken 
Held  where  wealth  and  fame  were  to  be  had  for  the 
asking,  Mr.  Little  sailed  for  New  Orleans  and  from 
that  point  came  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  St. 
Louis.  However,  not  liking  that  place  he  soon 
moved  to  Qnincj%  III,  from  there  to  Jackson- 
ville, and  finally  to  Peoria  in  the  spring  of  1834. 
He  settled  on  the  Marchant  Settlement  (now  known 


as  Farmington  Township)  and  paid  Mr.  Palmer 
two  hundred  dollars  for  ten  acres  of  land  with  a 
view  to  laying  out  the  town  of  Farmington.  This 
was  in  September  of  the  year  1834.  He  built  the 
first  store  in  Farmington,  and  was  the  first  man  to 
engage  in  a  mercantile  business  there,  and  his 
success  even  from  the  start  was  good.  He  has 
served  as  school  Ti'easurer  uninterruptedly  for  more 
than  fifty-three  years  and  for  eight  years  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  been 
Notary  Public  for  thirt}'  years  and  served  as  Town- 
ship Clerk  for  several  years.  He  is  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Republican  part}',  and  actively 
interested  in  politics.  He  has  been  chorister  since 
the  first  church  was  built  in  Farmington  in  1856.  At 
1  first  he  was  identified  with  tiie  Presbyterian  Church, 
serving  as  Elder  in  same,  but  has  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  Church,  the  Presby- 
terian Church  having  been  merged  into  that,  and 
is  a  faithful  Christian.  Indeed,  a  short  biographi- 
cal sketch  cannot  in  any  measure  render  full  justice 
to  so  prominent  and  popular  a  citizen.  He  has 
been  interested  in  the  religious,  mercantile  and 
social  circles  of  this  place,  and  has  by  means  of  his 
superiority  and  energy  done  much  to  advance  all 
worthy  causes. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Lyman, 
Me.,  in  1834  to  Miss  Louisa  Lambert  Lord,  na- 
tive of  Alford,  Me.,  and  member  of  an  ancient  and 
aristocratic  family.  To  this  union  were  born  seven 
children:  viz.,  Louisa  Jane,  Frances  Helen,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Belinda  Tarleton,  who  married 
Everett  R.  Breed  and  is  now  deceased;  Alfred  Her- 
man, deceased;  Carrie  Alice,  Robert  Franklin,  and 
Nathaniel.  Carrie  A.  married  David  Schoonmaker, 
and  resides  in  West  Union,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  at  the  present  writing  is  in  his  eighty- 
first  year,  but  conducts  the  choir  at  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Educated  in  the  East  and  having 
every  advantage  both  for  intellectual  training  and 
social  culture  Mr.  Little  is  well  fitted  to  be  a  leader. 
He  has  in  his  possession  a  genealogy  of  the  Little 
family  which  extends  back  into  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  also  preserves  a  cane  which  was  made 
out  of  a  log  used  in  building  the  first  house  be- 
longing to  his  ancestors  who  settled  at  Newberry, 
Mass.,  in  1640.  This  family  is  now  very  numerous, 
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and  a  complete  history  of  it  would  fill  a  large  volume 
and  be  very  interesting  reading  matter.  Mr.  Little's 
grandfather  and  great-grandfather  were  botli  sol- 
diers of  ihe  Revolutionary  Army,  the  former  as 
Lieutenant,  the  latter  as  Commissary. 


PREDKRICK  A.  BUTLER  is  a  native-born 
citizen  of  this  county  and  is  now  an  impor- 
tant member  of  its  farming  community, 
owning  and  ably  managing  a  finely  improved  farm 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  Farmington.  In  this 
town  of  his  birth  he  is  a  leader  in  social  and  politi- 
cal circles,  and  lie  has  here  a  very  handsome  resi- 
dence on  East  Fort  Street. 

Mr.  Butler  is  the  youngest  son  of  one  of  Farm- 
ington's  oldest  settlers.  He  was  born  on  his  fa- 
ther's homestead,  January  9,  1850,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  here,  completing  his  education  in  the 
High  School.  He  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer, 
and  having  a  natural  taste  for  the  calling  he 
adopted  it  for  his  life  work  when  he  arrived  at 
years  of  discretion.  He  owns  a  sixty-acre  farm 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  Farmington,  wliich 
is  under  excellent  tillnge  and  is  amply  provided 
with  neat  and  well-ordered  buildings.  Besides  this 
farm  lie  has  an  interest  in  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  land,  in  partnership  with  his  brothers 
Cimrles  C.  and  Cornelius  B.  His  career  as  a 
farmer  has  shown  him  to  be  sharp,  practical  and 
a  good  man.ager.  He  conducts  his  work  in  a  busi- 
ness-like manner,  and  so  as  to  secure  good  returns, 
and  the  income  that  he  derives  from  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  land  is  ver}' satisfactory.  He  is  actively 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his 
native  township,  and  no  one  is  more  zealous  in 
promoting  its  interests  than  he.  He  is  a  keen 
politician,  keeping  himself  well  informed  in  re- 
gard to  party  movements.  In  his  views  he  is  a 
decided  Republican,  and  in  1890  his  political 
friends  came  within  four  votes  of  electing  him 
Mayor  of  Farmington. 

Mr.  Butler  and  Miss  Lettie  Butler  were  wedded 
in  the  month  of  December,  1875,  and  the  marriage 
has  proved  one  of  mutual  happiness.     They  have  a 


fine  family  of  five  children  living — Ford  (or  Ruther- 
ford), Ivah,  Bertha,  Myrtle  and  Earl.  One  died 
unnamed. 

Mrs.  Butler  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah 
Jane  (White)  Butler.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  her  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  that  State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  married  in  his  uative  Stale.  In 
1868  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Young 
Hickory-  Township.  They  are  enjoying  the  declin- 
ing years  of  well-spent  lives  in  the  peace  and  com- 
forts of  a  cozy  home.  They  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children — Rachael,  Mary,  Jane,  Minerva, 
Charlotte,  Lettie,  Peter  and  Eva.  Rachael  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Van  Spence,  a  farmer  of  Farming- 
ton;  Mary  is  a  dressmaker  in  Farmington;  Jane 
married  B.  Berry,  of  Canton;  Minerva  is  the  wife 
of  John  McCoy,  of  Independence,  Pa.;  Charlotte 
married  I.  N.  Ha^-slip,  a  barber  in  Farmington; 
Peter,  who  is  a  farmer,  resides  near  London  Mills; 
Eva  is  the  wife  of  Jerry  White,  of  London  Mills. 
Mrs.  Butler  was  born  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa., 
and  came  to  Illinois  in  1868  with  her  father.  She 
is  a  woman  of  tine  character  and  good  Christian 
principles,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mr.  Butler  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  serving  at 
present  as  Noble  Grand  of  Memento  Lodge,  No. 
44.    He  has  served  in  all  the  chairs  of  the  order. 


[  1^: 


j^^  ARAH  MITCHELL.  This  fine  old  Eng- 
^^^  lish  lady  resides  upon  a  pleasant  farm  in 
l|l/ji)  Orion  Township,  the  possession  of  which 
is  largely  due  to  her  own  industry.  She 
still  pursues  an  active  career,  the  more  arduous 
labors  of  earlier  life  being  replaced  by  useful  and 
kindly  deeds,  and  leisure  from  the  harassing  cares 
of  life  being  but  a  synonym  for  larger  opportuni- 
ties. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  was  born  in  Norfolkshire,  Eng 
land,  February  14, 1829.  Her  first  husband,  Jarvis 
Nightengale,  died  in  England,  where  she  in  1865 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Emory.  In  1872  she 
and  her  second  husband  crossed  the  Atlantic,  land- 
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ing  at  Portland,  Me.,  whence  they  came  West, 
aiiiving  at  Canton,  111.,  April  20.  Here  Mr.  Eraor}' 
found  employment  in  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Par- 
lin  and  Oreiidorf,  while  his  wife  labored  in  the 
Orendorf  famil3'.  The  combined  efforts  and  econ- 
omy of  the  worthy  couple  secured  to  them  the 
first  11,000  they  ever  had  and  with  it  they  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land.  Upon  it  they  made 
their  home,  developing  its  resources,  and  sur- 
rounding themselves  with  more  and  more  of  the 
comforts  of  life.  There  Mr.  ICmory  breathed  his 
last,  January  6.  1881. 

Subsequently  the  widow  married  William  Mitch- 
ell, who  with  her  is  now  occupying  the  homestead. 
Mrs.  Mitchell  is  identified  with  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. Her  estimable  character  and  useful  life  se- 
cure to  her  the  respect  of  her  acquaintances  and 
the  deeper  regard  of  those  who  know  h<  r  best. 


^^^HOMA.S  PAYNE  occupies  an  important 
|/f^\\  place  in  the  farming  community  of  Orion 
^^f''  Township,  and  is  active  in  advancing  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  county.  He  is  a  native 
of  Indiana,  Ilarrisonville  the  place  of  his  birth, 
and  January  1,  1831  the  date  tliereof.  His  parents 
were  pioneers  of  Indiana,  going  to  that  Htale  in 
early  times,  from  North  Carolina.  They  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Sarah,  the 
oldest,  married  Jesse  Henson  and  lives  in  Laclede 
County,  Mo.;  John,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Worth  County,  Mo. ;  Martha  married  Charles  Ak- 
les  and  lives  in  Harrison ville,  Ind.;  Mary  Ann 
married  James  Jeter,  a  resident  of  Ilarrisonville; 
iMalinda  married  David  Sheets  of  Mitchell,  Ind.; 
Isaac  was  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the 
Civil  War,  but  has  since  died. 

Thomas  Payne  was  a  member  of  the  State  Militia 
of  Missouri  during  the  late  war,  and  did  good  ser- 
vice as  a  defender  of  our  country.  He  early  gave 
his  attention  to  farming  and  in  1  863  came  to  Orion 
Township,  attracted  thither  by  the  fine  opportuni- 
ties  offered    to    the   industrious  and    wide-awake 


farmer  to  make  more  than  a  bare  living  from  tilling 
the  soil.  He  located  on  his  present  farm  on  section 
12,  and  in  the  years  of  hard  labor  that  have  since 
followed  has  made  it  one  of  the  choicest  farms  in 
the  neighborhood.  Its  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
being  well  cultivated,  yield  him  bountiful  harvests, 
and  he  has  the  place  supplied  with  substantial  im- 
provements, including  a  neat  and  well  ordered  set 
of  farm  buildings  and  fine  machinery  for  carrying 
on  all  his  farming  operations.  He  is  engaged  in 
mixed  husbandry  and  devotes  especial  attention  to 
raising  sheep,  and  conducts  that  industry'  very 
profitably. 

Mr.  Payne  has  been  twice  married.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  first  wife  was  P^mma  Jane  Bradley,  and 
they  were  married  in  1858.  Their  wedded  life 
though  happy,  was  brief,  as  she  died  in  1859.  On 
October  24,  1860,  our  subject  was  united  in  the 
lioly  bonds  of  matrimony  to  his  present  wife, whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  E.  Murdagh.  Mrs.  Payne 
was  born  January  14,  1834  in  Delaware  and  at  the 
age  of  four  years  accompanied  her  parents  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Her  pleasant  wedded  life  with  our  sub- 
ject has  been  blessed  by  the  liirth  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  the  following 
is  the  family  record:  Alexander  G.,  born  July  18, 
1861,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  Mary  I.,  born 
February  22,  1863,  married  Butler  Ilenkle  and 
lives  in  Orion  Township;  Stephen  R.,  born  Febru- 
ary 27,  1865;  Emma  J.  February  2,  1867;  John  N. 
August  27,  1869;  Jessie  E.,  December  18,  1871; 
Henry  II..  December  26,  1873;  and  Sarah  May, 
April  20.  1877. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  are  universally  admired  for 
their  boundless  hospitality  and  are  greatly  esteemed 
by  their  neighbors  for  their  many  excellent  quali- 
ties of  heail  and  heart.  Mr.  Payne  is  a  very  capable 
man,  and  is  endowed  with  strength  of  character 
and  independent  opinions  of  his  own  that  give  him 
influence  in  the  community.  He  is  the  Master  of 
Orion  Grange,  and  to  his  zealous  labors  it  owes  a 
great  deal  of  its  present  high  standing  as  an  organ  • 
ization.  He  is  identified  with  the  Union  Labor 
party  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest   in   politics.- 

The  reader's  attention  is  invited  to  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Mr.  Payne  presented  in  connection  with 
this  brief  biographical  review. 
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/^  HARLES  BRYANT  EDMONSON  Is  a  fine 
(ti  .  representative  of  the  veterans  of  the  late 
^^^  war  who  did  sucli  valuable  service  in  de- 
fence of  the  Union.  He  is  the  oldest  settler  now 
living  in  Deerfield  Township,  with  whose  agricultu- 
ral intere.sts  he  is  connected,  and  he  is  held  in 
genuine  respect  by  the  entire  communitj'. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  this  county,  John  S.  Edmonson,  who  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  November  1,  1800.  He 
married  Feredic  Laeliey,  who  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  February  8,  1808.  They  came  to  Fulton 
County  in  1830.  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Bernadotte  Township,  then  moved  to  .Smithfield,this 
county,  where  they  stayed  about  two  years.  They 
tiicn  moved  to  Deerfield  Township,  and  for  many 
years  were  active  in  its  pioneer  labors,  having 
tlieir  home  on  section  2.  In  1864  they  toolc  up 
their  residence  in  Walnut  Grove,  McDonough 
County,  and  from  there  went  to  Good  Hope,  in  the 
same  count}',  where  the  father  died  August  12, 
1887,  at  a  ripe  old  age.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
is  still  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  oldest  son  of  thirteen 
chihlren,  and  he  was  born  in  Jackson  Count}', 
Ala.,  November  29,  1827.  In  the  month  of 
March,  1848,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and 
the  ensuing  two  j'ears  was  engaged  in  learning  the 
U-ade  of  a  blacksmith  with  John  Shuver  at  Lewis- 
town.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  having  ac- 
quired a  tliorough  mastery  of  his  calling,  he  did 
journey  work  for  eight  months  at  Knoxville. 
Returning  to  his  old  home  he  opened  a  smithy  o' 
his  own  on  section  2,  Deerfield  Fownship,  and  was 
actively  engaged  as  a  blacksmith  till  1862. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Edmonson  laid  aside  all  personal 
considerations  to  take  part  in  the  war.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  was  with  his  regiment  until  January 

1864.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  reserve 
corps    and    continued     with    it    until     June    29, 

1865,  wlien  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
army,  having  faithfully  performed  his  duties  as  a 
brave,  patriotic  and  efficient  soldier,  whether  ii, 
cam]}  or  on  the  field  of  battle. 

After  he  left  the  army,  our  subject  returned  ton 
farm  of  his  own  on  section  3,  Deerfield  Township, 


and  for  two  years  carried  on  his  trade  while  man- 
aging his  farm.  He  added  fortj'  acres  to  his  home- 
stead, the  latter  purchase  being  located  on  section 
10.  where  he  now  resides.  He  kept  house  for  him- 
self from  the  time  he  returned  from  the  South,  till 
by  his  marriage,  June  5,  1870,  with  Rebecca 
Dyekman,  he  secured  the  valuable  assistance  of 
one  who  knows  well  how  to  manage  household 
affairs  and  has  looked  carefully  after  his  comfort 
ever  since.  Mrs.  Edmonson  was  horn  June  15, 
1851,  in  Deerfield  Townsiiip,  and  she  is  a  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Leeper)  Dyekman,  natives 
respectivelj'  of  Indiana  and  Ohio.  The  fruit  of 
her  marriage  with  our  subject  is  four  children — 
Charles  F.,  Minnie  E.,  John  A.,  and  Frank  M. 

Our  subject  has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres  of  which  seventy-flve  acres  are  under 
good  cultivation.  It  is  well-stocked  with  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs  of  good  grades,  as  our  subject 
engages  in  general  farming,  and  tlie  buildings  .are 
neat  and  well  arranged. 

At  one  time,  our  subject  took  considerable  inter- 
est in  politics  and  was  active  in  such  matters,  and 
he  still  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  township  which  has 
been  his  home  for  so  many  years,  and  for  two  years 
he  did  good  service  as  Road  Commissioner.  He  is 
a  man  of  high  religious  character,  and  in  him  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  finds  one  of  its 
most  useful  members,  and  he  takes  part  in  the 
Union  Sunday-School  near  by. 


m^^^mmu^'^^^B' 


VS^'LOYD  E.  MARINER.  Although  not  yet 
\)r^^  thirty  years  of  age  this  gentleman  is  carry- 
/l|j  ing   on    quite    extensive    operations   as   a 

farmer  and  stock-raiser  in  Orion  Township,  owning 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
29.  He  makes  quite  a  sijecialty  of  blooded  liorses, 
having  one  imported  Belgian  of  considerable  value. 
Order  prevails  upon  the  estate,  which  is  conducted 
according  to  the  most  approved  principles  of  mod- 
ern husbandr3%  and  is  marked  with  excellent  im- 
provements of  various  kinds. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and  prom- 
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inent  families  of  the  county,  his  parents,  Eliphalet 
anrl  Julia  C.  (Lord)  Mariner,  having  come  hither 
in  1836  and  settled  on  section  19,  Canton  Town- 
ship, on  land  still  held  in  the  family  name. 

Tiie  parental  family  consists  of  seven  children  of 
wiiom  our  subject  is  the  sixth.  Louisa  married 
I'eter  A.  Wheeler  and  resides  in  Ringgold  County, 
Iowa;  Harriet,  unmarried,  lives  with  her  mother  in 
Canton ;  Josepli  B.  is  married  and  living  in  Page 
County,  Iowa;  Myron  married  Catherine  Flowers 
aud  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Canton  Town- 
ship; Charles  married  Isabella  Churchill  and  lives 
in  Bushnell,  McDonough  County;  Lewis  is  unmar- 
ried and  living  with  his  mother. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  this  count}'  February  24, 
1861.  He  obtained  a  good  practical  education  and 
his  taste  leading  him  to  become  a  tiller  of  the  soil, 
he  early  l)egan  to  make  a  study  of  his  occupation. 
He  was  fortunate  in  winning  for  his  wife  Miss 
Emma  Sargent,  an  educated  and  refined  young  lady 
with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  March  25, 
1885;  she  is  a  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Sar- 
gent of  Canton. 

^^  OL.  AUGUSTUS  B.  SMITH,  Sheriff  of  Ful- 
fill' ton  Count}',  is  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
^^^  popular  men  who  have  ever  held  this  re- 
s|)onsible  position  ia  this  county,  and  the  interests 
of  law  and  order  have  never  been  better  observed 
than  by  him.  As  one  of  the  bravest  officers  com- 
manding the  Illinois  regiments  during  the  late 
Civil  War,  his  valuable  services  won  him  a  dis- 
tinguished military  record. 

Col.  Smith  was  born  in  the  town  of  Greenfield, 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  June  2,  1833.  His  father, 
John  Smith,  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut. 
When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Xew  York  and 
there  married.  He  had  been  reared  to  the  life  of 
a  farmer,  and  he  bought  a  farm  in  Greenfield, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Cynthia  Hewitt  and 
she  was  a  native  and  a  life-long  resident  of  New 
York.     Our  subject  passed   his    early    years  on  a 


farm,  remaining  with  his  father  until  he  was  eight- 
een years  old.  He  then  started  out  in  the  world 
for  himself,  and  coming  to  Illinois  first  stopped  at 
Vermont,  where  he  engaged  iiimself  to  clerk  iu  the 
store  of  Judge  Turnicliff,  and  was  with  him  two 
years.  He  was  then  stricken  with  cholera  and  came 
near  dying.  After  his  recovery  he  returned  to 
his  native  county  and  clerked  with  his  brother,  J.  G. 
Two  years  he  was  thus  engaged,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  came  back  to  Illinois  and  acted 
as  clerk  for  a  few  months  for  his  brother,  Amos,  at 
Cannon.  He  next  resided  at  Copperas  Creek  Land- 
ing,where  his  attention  was  given  to  the  commission 
business,  which  he  conducted  with  good  financial 
success  for  two  or  three  years,  and  was  then  burned 
out  and  lost  all  his  protjerty.  After  that  calam- 
ity he  returned  to  Canton,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  his  brother  Amos,  started  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness, which  he  carried  on  until  1862.  His  patriot- 
ism was  aroused  by  the  great  civil  war  then  raglno', 
and  he  determined  as  soon  as  he  could  arrange  his 
affairs  to  offer  his  services  to  defend  the  Stars  and 
Stripes.  He  enlisted  in  the  month  of  August, 
1862,  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ill- 
inois Infantry,  and  served  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Vicksburg, 
Black  River,  Jackson  (Miss.)  and  Missionary  Ridge. 
He  had  be"n  mustered  into  the  army  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  in  July,  1863,  was  promoted  to  the 
captaincy  of  his  company,  and  was  in  command 
from  the  fall  of  1862  until  his  piomotion  to  the 
position  of  Inspector  General,  which  took  place 
while  he  was  with  Sherman  on  his  Atlanta  cam- 
paign. He  was  in  the  heat  of  the  most  important 
battles  of  that  campaign,  and  was  at  the  head  of 
his  company  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  that  city. 
He  went  with  the  First  Division  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  of  which  he  was  Inspector  General, 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea  and  thence  to  the  Caro- 
linas  r.nd  Richmond,  and  on  to  Washington,  where 
he  t)Ook  part  in  the  Grand  Review.  He  was  iion- 
orably  discharged  with  his  regiment  at  Louisville, 
in  1865. 

At  the  close  of  his  military  life  Col.  Smith  re- 
sumed the  hardware  business  in  Canton,  and  con- 
ducted it  until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Lewislown 
to  assume  the  duties  of  Sheriff.     His  life  as  an  of- 
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ficer  in  the  army  was  good  preparationfor  this  posi- 
tion. He  possesses  in  a  full  degree  the  necessary 
resolution,  dignity  and  self-possession,  and  the  high 
courage  that  faces  every  danger  unflincliingly, 
while  he  is  at  tiie  same  time  just  and  humane  in 
the  discliarge  of  his  duties.  Politically.,  lie  is  a 
Republican  and  gives  a  standi  support  to  his  party. 
In  1885  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  Gov.  Ogles- 
l)y's  staff  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and'  in  1889 
(Jov.  Fifer  called  him  to  the  same  position  on  his 
staff,  which  he  still  holds. 

Col.  Smith  has  been  married  three  times.  He 
■was  wedded  to  his  [jresent  wife  in  1882.  Siie  was 
formerly  Miss  Addie  Payne.  She  was  born  in  Iowa 
and  was  reared  in  Illinois.  Our  subject  has  one 
child  by  his  first  marriage,  Gussie  E. ;  and  three 
cliildren  by  his  second  marriage — Charles,  Albert 
and  .Terr}'. 


JAMES  COMSTOCK  SPARKS,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  this  county,  oc- 
cupies a  leading  place  among  the  intelligent, 
progressive  agriculturists  of  Astoria  Town- 
ship. He  has  here  a  fine  stock  farm,  and  one  of  the 
most  attractive  homes  in  this  locality.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  in  Hamilton  County,  November 
3,  1830,  to  Levi  and  Sophia  (Comstock)  Sparks, 
who  were  also  natives  of  tiie  Buckeye  State. 

Tlie  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Matiiew  Sparks.  He  came  originally  from  France 
and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Schuyler  County,  this  State,  about 
1830  or  1833,  and  was  one  of  its  early  settlers. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Dr. 
James  Comstock,  a  pliysician  and  an  early  pioneer 
of  Ohio.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married 
and  lived  in  their  native  State  until  1837,  when 
they  became  pioneers  of  this  State.  They  made 
their  way  bj'  boat  to  St.  Louis,  and  after  arriving 
here  settled  in  tlie  county  before  mentioned,  where 
Mr.  Sparks  had  a  warehouse  and  a  landing  pier  on 
the  rirer.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  promi- 
nence in  those  parts  and  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
His  untimely  deatii  in  the  month  of  March,  1844, 
was  a  blow  to  the  interests  of  the  community,     llis 


family  continued  to  reside  at  Sparks  Landing  until 
1850,  when  they  came  to  this  county  and  located 
in  Pleasant  Township.  The  mother  came  to  Asto- 
ria in  1856  and  lived  there  until  her  demise  in  1861. 
She  was  a  Christian  and  a  consistent  member  of  tlie 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a  family  of 
three  children,  and  the  names  of  the  others  are 
Prudence  W.  and  EstherA.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  After  his  father's  dealli  he  took  charge  of 
the  home  affairs  and  resided  with  his  mother  until 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  Marcli  12,  1857, 
when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Idress  E.,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Ala  (Lane)  Carter. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year  our  subject  and  his  bride 
settled  where  they  now  reside  on  section  1 1,  Asto- 
ria Township.  He  operates  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  has  greatly  increased  its  value  by  many 
fine  improvements.  He  has  erected  a  handsome 
residence  and  two  substantial  barns,  besides  other 
necessary  buildings.  He  has  paid  great  attention 
to  breeding  thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle  for  the 
past  fourteen  years,  and  he  was  one  of  tlie  first  to 
establish  a  herd  of  that  breed  in  this  township.  He 
has  been  a  leading  and  active  Mason  since  1852 
and  is  highly  thought  of  both  socially  and  as  a 
man  of  honorable  business  traits. 


JOHN  L.  HARRIS.  Though  there  is  a  great 
similarity  in  the  lives  of  most  people  that 
at  a  casual  glance  makes  them  almost  iden- 
'  tical,  yet  each  human  life  possesses  its  own 
special  point  of  interest,  with  which  to  claim  the 
attention  of  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 
And  tiie  life  of  our  subject  is  peculiarly  replete 
with  interesting  subject  matter.  He  is  the  son  of 
Isaac  and  Margaret  J.  (Littlejohn)  Harris,  natives 
of  Ohio,  the  former  born  in  the  year  1813. 

Our  subject's  father  came  to  Illinois  in  company 
with  his  fatlier,  John  Harris,  the  first  settler  in  wiiat 
is  now  known  as  Harris  Township,  a  place  that  wlien 
organizeil  was  nanw'd  in  his   honor.     John    Harris 
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lived  to  be  nearly  n  century  old.  The  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  and  a  pruminent 
man  in  his  locality.  The  Litllejolin  family  were 
esrly  settlers  in  Bernadolte  Township.  Tlie  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  married  in  the  laUcr- 
named  place. 

Mr.  Harris'  father,  previous  to  his  marriage  with 
our  subject's  mother  had  been  married  before,  and 
to  that  union  were  born  five  children.  His  second 
marriage  took  place  about  forty-seven  years  ago 
and  to  Ihis  union  have  been  born  ten  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  February  8,  1850, 
in  Bernadotte  Township,  and  in  his  native  place  he 
received  a  common-school  education  at  the  district 
scliool.  He  has  from  early  childhood  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming,  a  choice  of  professions  which 
his  great  success  has  proved  to  be  a  wise  one.  He 
continued  to  live  with  his  father  until  his  marriage 
December  22,  1872.  The  lady  with  whom  he  united 
his  destiny  being  Miss  Sarah  S.  Fayette,  daughter 
of  Jesse  S.  and  Sarah  (Herbert)  Fayette,  both  of 
whom  are  dead. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris,  after  marriage  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  1876,  and  at  that  lime  removed 
to  their  present  farm.  Mrs.  Harris  died  September 
2,  1882,  and  her  remains  rest  in  Totten  Cemetery. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  viz:  Nel- 
lie May,  .Sarah  M.,  and  Emma  L.,  all  of  whom  are 
receiving  common-school  educations. 

Our  subject  was  again  married,  October  7,  1883, 
to  Miss  IMary  E.  AVaughtel,  daughter  of  Henry 
Waugbtel,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Cass  Town- 
ship, and  the  first  Supervisor.  She  was  born  De- 
cember 26,  1853,  at  the  old  homestead  and  received 
a  common-school  education.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children — Edna,  Clarence  I.,  and 
Florence.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Smithfleld, 
and  he  is  Steward  and  Trustee  of  the  same.  Their  in- 
terest in  Sunday-school  matters  is  great  and  their 
wealth  and  influence  enable  them  to  be  of  great 
benefit  to  all  religious  and  worthy  causes.  Mr. 
Harris  is  a  School  Director  in  District  No.  5.  He 
is  a  Republican  in   politics. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  acres  here  and  onehuncired  .-md  fift3-tive 


acres  In  Cass  Township,  and  sixty-two  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Bernadotte  Township.  His  resi- 
dence was  built  in  1881  at  a  cost  of  -S800,  and  his 
barn  in  1887,  at  a  cost  of  *800,  and  these  sums 
did  not  include  iiis  own  work.  His  success  through 
life  has  been  marked,  ami  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
exertions. 


1^1  AJOR  K.  SWENEY,  a  worthy  farmer  of 
I  "  iV,  Lee  Township,  is  the  oldest  child  of  Mont- 
Ij  iii  goinery  and  Mary  M.  (Kebr)  Sweney,  who 
J  began  their  residence  in  this  county  in  the 

spring  of  1838.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1787,  and  the  mother  in  Nortliuraberland  Count}-, 
Pa.,  in  1795.  After  their  removal  to  this  county 
they  located  on  section  24,  Lee  Township,  where 
the  father  died  in  1868.  The  mother  survived 
until  1882  when  she  also  entered  into  rest.  The  pa- 
rental family  included  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Northum- 
berland County,  Pa.,  August  13,  1817,  and  ho  re- 
mained there  until  the  fall  of  1837.  He  then  came 
to  this  county  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a 
printer  until  1839-,  when  he  abandoned  it  and  be- 
gan farming.  He  returned  to  his  native  State, 
lived  thereuntil  1846  and  then  came  again  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  where  he  now  resides  on  section  23, 
Lee  Township.  There  are  now  but  three  persons 
living  in  the  township  that  were  here  when  Mr. 
Sweney  made  his  settlement.  He  was  obliged  to 
go  to  Canton  for  mail  and  to  pay  twenty-five  cents 
postage  on  a  letter.  Mr.  Sweney  is  now  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  good  land, 
most  of  which  he  has  personally  improved.  He  has 
one  hundred  aYid  sixt}'  acres  under  cultivation  and 
in  its  management  evinces  a  good  understanding 
of  farm  methods  and  a  degree  of  enterprise  that  is 
worthy  of  emulation. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
TenBrook  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  December  8,  1842. 
Mrs.  Sweney  was  born  in  that  count}'  February  27, 
1825.  being  a  daughter  (if  Andrew  and  Elinor  (Cor- 
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rey)  TenBrook.  Her  father  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey' and  the  mother  in  the  same  county  as  herself, 
and  both  died  in  the  Keystone  State. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  vSweney  consists  of 
eight  living  cliildren  and  liiree  have  been  removed 
from  them  b}-  death.  Jolin  J.  married  Susan  W. 
Lewis  and  lives  in  Lee  Townshi(j;  William  M.,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Risely  and  makes  his  home  in  I'eo- 
ria;  Flora  A.,  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Divans 
and  lives  in  Macon,  Macon  Countj';  James  AV., 
still  occupies  his  place  under  the  parental  roof ;  An- 
drew T.,  who  married  Louisa  F.  Smith,  lives  in 
Cowlej-  County.  Kan.;  Albert  B.  married  Anna 
Anistine  and  his  home  is  in  Cheyenne  County,  Neb. ; 
Lizzie  A.,  is  the  wife  of  C.  S.  Sperling,  their  home 
being  in  Bushnell,  McDonough  County;  Edward 
I.,  is  still  with  his  parents;  Fannie  who  was  born 
September  20,  1860,  had  entered  upon  a  promising 
womanhood  when  called  from  lime  to  eternity, 
.September  20,  1882.  The  famih'  has  been  reared 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  parents  and  evcrj- 
effort  has  been  made  to  give  them  good  educations 
and  bring  them  up  in  tiie  way  they  should  go. 

Mr.  Sweney  is  a  Democrat  by  inheritance  but 
takes  no  active  part  in  polities.  He  has  served  his 
fellow-citizens  in  the  capacities  of  School  Director, 
Assessor  and  Pathmaster,  and  in  each  position  has 
won  commendation.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Good  Templars  order  and  each  of  their  children  is 
also  identified  therewith,  Edward  being  State  Dep- 
uty. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweney  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  which  our  subject  has 
beeu  Elder.  They  are  held  in  good  repute  by  all 
who  know  them  and  have  many  sincere  friends 
throughout  the  community. 


'I^jOBERT  F.  McLaren.  Among  tliose  lo 
jIU^  whom  this  county  owes  a  debt  of  gratitudt 
Ji  A\  for  their  share  in  the  development  of  hei 
^^  great  agricultural  resources,  and  in  tiie  var- 
ious affairs  through  which  the  interests  of  society 
are  advanced,  the  name  of  Robert  McLaren  should 
not  be  passed  unnoted.  He  was  born  in  Woodland 
Township.  October  9,  1835,  and  his  early   recollec- 


tions are  of  a  country  much  more  primitive  in  ap- 
pearance than  that  upon  whicli  his  eyes  now  rest 
when  he  looks  about  him.  The  pioneer  school 
which  he  attended  during  his  boyhood  w.as  held 
in  a  log  house  with  puncheon  floor,  slab  benches, 
a  writing  desk  made  by  boring  holes  in  the 
wall,  inserting  wooden  pins  and  laying  a  plauk 
upon  them,  and  healed  hy  a  fireplace  which  occu- 
pied nearl3-  the  whole  end  of  the  building.  The 
chimney,  which  was  built  of  earth  and  sticks,  was 
upon  the  outside. 

Mr.  McLaren  began  to  assist  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  farm  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough,  re- 
maining with  his  parents  until  1854,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Astoria  to  begin  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
trade  of  a  wagonmaker.  Completing  his  trade 
within  two  years,  he  took  up  the  work  of  a  jour- 
neyman, following  it  twelve  j'ears,  after  which  he 
turned  his  attention  to  house  painting.  In  this  oc- 
cupation he  has  been  engaged  to  some  extent  lo 
the  present  time.  His  record  as  a  local  oflScial  ex- 
tends over  a  period  of  considerably  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  his  reputation  .as  a  (!onsci- 
entious  and  efiicient  public  servant  :n  the  various 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  is  undeniable, 
lie  served  as  Township  Clerk  ten  years,  as  Village 
Clerk  two  years,  as  School  Dire(;tor  six  years,  and  has 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace  twenlj--eight  3-ears.  He 
has  alwa\s  been  a  Democrat,  his  first  vote  having 
been  cast  for  James  Buchanan.  He  is  a  member  of 
Astoria  Lodge,  No.   100,  F.  &  A.  M. 

The  .agricultural  labors  in  which  Mr.  McLaren 
has  borne  an  important  part  are  indicated  in  the 
surroundings  of  his  early  life,  as  noted  in  the  facts 
regarding  his  parents.  His  grandparents,  Robert 
and  Mary  (Gorry)  McLaren,  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land, who  left  the  land  of  thcii  birth  in  1822.  to 
make  a  home  for  themselves  and  children  in 
America.  Thej'  sailed  from  Bruntellen,  Scotland, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed  at 
Philadelphia,  whence  they  journeyed  to  Pittsburg 
with  ttams,  from  there  on  a  flatboat  down  the  Ohio 
river  lo  Evansville,  Ind.,  whence  the\-  were  con- 
veyed to  Gibson  Count}-  by  wagons.  Mr.  McLaren 
was  in  the  emplo}'  of  a  wealth}'  Scotchman,  a  large 
landowner,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  the 
year  after  their  arrival  in  this  country.   His\>idow, 
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a  woman  of  remaikable  energy  and  good  judgment, 
leniaiiied  in  Gibson  County  until  1827,  keeping 
liei-  little  family  together,  and  emigrating  with 
Ihein  to  Illinois,  making  a  settlement  in  this  conntj. 
She  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  lar.d  in  what  is 
now  Woodland  Township,  making  it  her  home  for 
some  years,  bat  dying  at  the  residence  of  a  daugli- 
ler  in  Astoria.  Her  family  included  the  following 
children:  .lane,  Peter,  Mary,  Robert,  John  and 
AVilliam. 

The  second  member  of  this  family  was  born  in 
Perthshire,  Scotland,  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  early  in  life  took  up  his  share  of  the 
labor  in  which  his  father  was  engaged.  lie  was 
sixteen  years  old  when  the  famil}*  removed  to 
America,  and  after  their  settlement  in  Indiana  ho 
remained  there  until  1824.  He  then  came  to  Ful- 
ton County,  III.,  and  although  not  yet  of  age,  en- 
tered heait  and  sonl  into  the  pioneer  labor  which 
has  resulted  in  making  of  this  section  one  of  the 
garden  spots  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  He  soon 
bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  three  miles  northeast 
of  the  present  site  of  Astoria,  where  at  that  time 
there  was  not  a  building.  The  boundary  of  the 
(•ounty  was  practically  unlimited,  including  the  ter- 
ritory from  here  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  from  the 
Illinois  to  the  Mississippi  River.  The  section  in 
which  he  located  was  sparsely  settled,  game  was 
abundant,  and,  although  too  industrious  to  spend 
much  time  hunting,  be  was  fond  of  the  sport,  and 
kept  his  table  well  supplied  with  venison  and  other 
meats. 

A  log  cabin  was  built  by  Peter  McLaren,  which 
after  a  few  years  was  replaced  by  a  frame  structure, 
the  lumber  for  which  was  sawed  by  hand,  or  whi|)- 
sawed.  This  was  done  by  building  a  scaffold  upon 
which  a  squared  log  was  i)laced,  and  one  man 
standing  on  the  scaffold  and  one  underneath 
operated  the  saw.  Mr.  McLaren  was  a  resident  of 
the  farm,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  in 
town,  until  his  death,  Januar)^  31.  1888,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  eighty  years.  For  manj-  years  he 
was  aided  in  his  labors  to  advance  his  fortunes 
and  properly  rear  his  family  by  a  worthy  woman 
who  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  MissLucinda 
Saffer.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State, 
daughter  of  John  W.  Saffer,  who  became  a  resident 


of  this  county  about  1830.  Her  father  was  num- 
bered among  the  pioneers  of  AVoodland  Township, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  upon  which  a 
small  clearing  had  been  made  and  a  log  cabin  built, 
which  property  he  made  his  home  until  death.  He 
was  drowned  in  the  Ohio  river  while  on  his  way  to 
visit  his  native  State.  Our  subject  is  one  in  a  fam- 
ily of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  those  reared  to 
maturity  are  himself,  Mary  E.,  John  W.,  E.lward  0., 
Charles  A.,  Sarah  J.,  Fanny  E.,  Ellen  and  Pittinger. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Amanda  Lane,  and  became  Mrs.  McLaren  April 
16,  1857.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
(Jones)  Lane,  pioneers  of  Schuyler  County,  to 
which  they  came  from  Kentucky,  where  the  daugh- 
ter was  born.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  while  making  the  care  of  her  home 
and  family  her  first  object,  yet  finds  time  for  many 
neighborly  deeds  of  kindness  and"  the  pleasures  of 
soci.al  life.  She  has,  borne  her  husliand  three 
children,  of  whom  one,  Walter,  died  in  infancy'. 
The  two  remaining  are  Clement  L.  and  Harry  E. 


LIVER  J.  PETTYJOHN.  The  result  of 
energy  and  perseverance  are  nowhere  better 
illustrated  than  in  the  career  of  MivPetty- 
john.  who  began  life  with  only  a  natural  ability 
with  which  nature  bad  endowed  him  and  is  at  the 
present  time  a  well  known  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  Farmington.  As  census  enumerator  and  a 
veterinary  surgeon,  our  subject  is  well  known 
throughout  the  community  and  h.as  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  pr.actice. 

Mr.  Pettyjohn  was  born  near  Tremont,  111.  His 
father  J:imes  S.  Pettyjohn  was  also  a  veterinary 
surgeon,  and  won  a  considerable  reputation  for 
skill.  He  was  born  in  Browning  County,  Ohio.  The 
grandfather,  James  Pettyjohn,  had  in  his  time  fol- 
lowed the  same  profession  and  owned  a  large  estate 
in  Ohio.  The  mother  of  our  sketch  was  previous 
to  her  marriage  Miss  Mary  Ann  Quinn,  daughter 
of  Elijah  Quinn,  and  he,  too,  had  followed  the  pro- 
fession of  a  veterinary  surgeon. 

Our  subject's  father  moved  to  Illinois  and  died 
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in  this  State  from  the  efifeets  of  a  kick  received 
from  a  horse  when  Oliver  was  quite  young,  and  the 
mother  was  married  the  second  time,  and  has  one 
child  by  this  union — Katie.  Our  subject's  parents 
had  four  children,  viz:  Oliver  James,  Luella,  Alice 
and  William.  Luella  is  now  tli'e  wife  of  Joseph 
Hancock,  a  jirosperous  young  farmer  and  stock- 
dealer  atOroveland,  and  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Smith 
Hancock,  and  lives  near  Groveland.  William  is  a 
drug  clerk  in  Kansas  City. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place.  Much 
of  his  childhood  was  passed  on  the  farm,  and  at  an 
early  age  he  evinced  a  great  fondness  for  horses, 
cattle  and  sheep,  andnaturallj-  took  up  the  profes- 
sion followed  by  his  father.  Being  the  oldest  child 
he  was  called  upon  after  death  had  claimed  the 
father,  to  assume  heav\^  rcsponsibilites. 

Mr.  Pettyjohn  entered  the  Illinois  Academy  at 
Jacksonville,  and  took  an  academic  course  in  same, 
graduating  with  honors  in  1871.  Immediately  after 
he  commenced  farming  for  himself,  in  the  mean- 
time studying  the  profession  he  has  followed 
through  life,  and  having  read  extensively  on  tiie 
subject  of  horses  and  the  best  methods  for  handling 
them.  He  lieard  lectures  from  Dr.  York,  an<l 
others  of  equal  prominence,  and  has  thus  tlior- 
oughl3-  prepared  himself  for  successful  treatment 
of  horses. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  when 
twenty-eight  years  of  age  to  Miss  Nancy  M.Todd, 
daughter  of  James  and  Anna  M.  (Espy)  Todd.  She 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  Springfield,  and 
came  with  her  parents  to  Illinois  when  only  a 
young  girl,  and  received  her  education  in  the  High 
School  of  Morton,  and  such  was  her  advancement 
that  after  completing  her  course  she  was  employed 
as  teacher  in  the  Grammar  Department  of  that 
school.  She  is  a  highly  intellectual  lady,  and  pos- 
sesses great  social  tact  and  gentleness  of  manner. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettyjohn  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, viz:  William,  Don  Q.  and  Charles.  They  sold 
their  farm,  and  settled  in  Farmington  in  1884.  con- 
tinuing to  make  this  their  home  up  to  the  present 
date.  They  are  faithful  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Mr.  Pettyjohn  takes  great  inter- 
est in  politics  and  is  at  all  times  a  strong  sujjporter 


of  the  Republican  partj-.  He  sustains  a  most  envia- 
ble reputation  for  strict  integrity  and  firmness  of 
purpose,  and  in  following  his  chosen  profession  not 
only  gains  a  handsome  income,  but  the  goodwill 
of  the  community-  at  large. 


B.  FARNSWORTH.   This  well-known  and 
respected   citizen  of  Canton    is   numbered 

among  her  retired   business    men,    having 

formerly  been  the  proprietor  of  a  flourishing  dry- 
goods  and  carpet  house.  He  was  engaged  almost 
continuously  in  mercantile  pursuits  from  1855  to 
the  period  when  he  retired  from  business  to  enjoy 
the  many  comforts  and  luxuries  with  which  his 
means  enable  him  to  surround  himself,  and  to  take 
up  the  pursuits  adapted  to  the  leisure  of  an  intelli- 
gent man.  He  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Va., 
where  his  eyes  opened  to  the  light  August  30, 
1835. 

February  3,  1879,  the  interesting  ceremony  took 
place  which  transformed  Miss  Matilda  S.  By  bee 
into  Mrs.  L.  B.  Farnsworth.  This  lady  presides 
with  pleasing  dignit3-  and  grace  over  the  home 
whose  tasteful  elegance  is  indicative  of  the  refine- 
ment of  the  occupants.  Like  her  husband  she  is 
highly  regarded  by  those  who  know  hei-.  Mr. 
Farnsworth  is  liberal  in  his  political  and  religious 
opinions,  has  never  held  an  ofHce  nor  been  an  aspi- 
rant for  public  honors,  being  always  content  to  act 
the  part  of  an  humble  citizen,  and  faithfully  dis- 
discharge  his  duties  as  such. 

We  invite  the  attention  of  our  numerous  readers 
to  a  view  of  the  elegant  residence  of  Mr.  Farns- 
Worth,  with  its  lawn  and  other  pleasant  surround- 


i^^^ENRY  MERSIIOX.  This  name  will  beat 
W)i\  once  recognized  as  that  of  a  leading  busi- 
^k^^  ness  man  of  Fulton  Count}-,  who  is  proba- 
(^)  bly  better  known  than  any  other  banker  or 
merchant  within  its  bounds.  The  dry -goods  estab- 
lishment over  which  he  presides  is  large,  well-fitted. 
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and  supplied  with  a  complete  line  of  carefully' 
cliosen  goods  suited  to  tlie  growing  needs  of  the 
people  of  the  section  over  which  his  trade  extends, 
unsurpassed  in  quality  and  reasonable  in  price. 
The  proprietor  is  following  worthily  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  respected  father,  who  for  nearly  half  a 
century  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  business 
men  in  the  count3'. 

Mr.  Mershon  was  born  in  the  village  wlicre  he 
now  resides,  Vermont,  September  5,  1843,  received 
liis  early  education  in  the  village  schools  and  fur- 
tlicr  advanced  his  knowledge  by  attendance  at 
Lombard  Universit}^  Galesburg.  He  began  his 
mercantile  experience  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store 
and  at  the  age  of  tweuty-onc  established  a  general 
store  in  Bushnell.  After  carrying  it  on  two  years 
he  sold  out,  returned  to  his  boyhood's  home  and 
became  a  partner  with  his  father,  the  connection 
between  the  two  continuing  until  the  death  of  the 
parent.  In  1880  the  firm  established  a  dry-goods 
iiouse  in  Denver  with  our  subject  in  charge.  Three 
years  were  spent  by  him  in  that  great  western  mart 
after  which  he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Chicago 
for  about  a  twelvemonth.  We  next  find  him  es- 
tablished in  Peoria  for  a  period  of  three  years,  then, 
on  account  of  his  father's  failing  health,  returning 
to\'ermont  to  take  charge  of  the  business  which 
has  liecome  one  of  the  landmarks  of  this  section  of 
the  Slate. 

January  17,  1877.  an  interesting  event  tran- 
si)ired,  it  being  no  less  than  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Mershon  to  Ella,  daughter  of  James  and  Caroline 
Stevens.  Mrs.  Mershon  was  born  in  N'crmont,  this 
county,  and  is  well  known  in  the  best  social  circles 
for  her  dignity  and  pleasing  manners.  Mr.  Mer- 
shon has  always  given  his  vote  and  influence  to  the 
Republican  part3'.  His  personal  character  is  one 
of  such  integrity  and  his  capacity  for  financial 
affairs  so  decided  that  he  has  won  a  high  Ijlace  in 
the  esteem  of  liis  fellow- citizens  and  has  become 
known  to  an  extended  circle  of  social  and  business 
accpiaintances. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  oneof  a  genealogical 
tree  which  has  extended  its  branches  into  many  of 
the  States  of  the  I'nioii  since  the  first  representa- 
tive' of  the  name  in  America  came  hither  from 
France  during   the  last  decade  of  the  seventeenth 


century.  This  gentleman  located  on  Long  Island 
and  leaving  his  son  there  started  to  return  to  his 
native  land.  He  was  never  again  heard  from,  but 
from  his  son  sprang  the  family  which,  extending 
into  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  is 
now  represented  in  many  parts  of  the  Union.  Joab 
Mershon,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  January  26,  1812,  and  hav- 
ing in  boyhood  been  fairly  well  drilled  in  the  rudi- 
mentary branches  of  knowledge  subsequently 
enlarged  his  store  by  personal  efforts.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  following  it  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pittsburg  and  St.  Louis  for  a  few  years. 

Ill-health  led  Mr.  Mershon  to  abandon  his  trade 
and  become  a  drover.  He  bought  cattle  in  Mary- 
land and  drove  them  to  his  native  State;  finding  the 
out-of-door  life  beneficial  to  his  health  and  suffi- 
ciently remunerative  to  satisfy  him  for  a  time.  He 
finally  determined  to  see  something  of  the  country, 
paying  his  way  by  his  trade,  and  at  length  landed 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  but  $2.50  in  his  pocket. 
Repairing  to  the  Gault  House  he  registered  with  all 
the  assurance  of  a  millionaire  and  after  dining 
started  out  in  search  of  a  job.  In  a  short  time  he 
was  at  work  but  ere  long  started  on  his  travels 
again.  In  1838  we  find  hira  in  this  county,  his 
capital  on  landing  here  being  his  clothes  and  fifty 
cents  in  money,  together  with  the  natural  abilities 
which  his  after  career  proved  to  be  by  no  means 
limited.  Vermont  was  scarcely  more  than  a  hamlet 
at  that  time,  having  but  one  shoemaker  whom  Mr. 
Mershon  bought  out  a  short  time  after  his  arrival. 
Between  two  and  three  years  later  he  became  a 
general  merchant  and  in  mercantile  pursuits  was 
interested  until  the  day  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Mershon  was  one  of  those  men  whose  energy 
and  talents  will  allow  of  their  engaging  in  various 
branches  of  business  with  success.  For  many  3'ears 
he  was  a  pork  packer,  during  some  seasons  putting 
up  as  high  as  three  thousand  hogs.  He  also  dealt 
largely  in  wheat  and  for  some  years  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  flour.  In  1869,  in  connection 
with  C.  B.  Cox,  Jr.,  he  started  a  private  bank  and 
after  the  death  of  his  partner  continued  the  institu- 
tion under  the  firm  name  of  J.  Mershon  &  Co. 
This  banking  establishment  became  a  popular  in- 
stitution and  has  had   an   exceptionally  prosperous 
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career,  no  financial  panic  having  ever  siialtcn  ils 
firmness  in  llic  least.  Farming,  cattle  raising  and 
cattle  feeding  also  proved  a  source  of  prosperity  to 
Mr.  Merslion,  wlio,  after  giving  his  children  con- 
siderable land,  held  nine  hundred  acres  in  his  own 
name  during  tiie  later  years  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Mersiion  was  a  ver^'  liberal-minded  man, 
supporting  all  worthy  enterprises,  among  them  the 
various  religious  denominations,  although  he  was 
not  a  member  of  any.  He  dealt  fairly  with  every- 
one.  lived  a  life  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and 
gained  not  only  the  respect,  but  the  high  esteem  of 
a  very  wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  His  remarka- 
ble success  in  worldly  affairs  had  no  doubt  for  its 
corner  stone  the  economical  habits  with  which  he 
besan  his  life.  Prudence,  judicious  management, 
industry  and  the  honesty  which  he  ever  found  to 
be  tlie  best  policj'  were  the  stones  with  which  the 
rich  structure  was  completed.  His  life  affords  a 
lesson  which  younger  men  may  well  study  with 
advantage. 

The  wife  of  Joab  Mershon  and  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  known  in  her  maiden- 
hood as  S:irah  E.  Dilwortb.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Riiodes  and  Rebecca  (Edgerton)  Dilworth,  both 
of  whom  died  iii  Vermont,  the  mother  at  the  age 
of  (ifty-Rve  years  and  the  father  when  almost 
iiinetj-.  The  latter  had  outlived  all  of  his  children. 
He  was  an  ardent  temperance  man,  never  used 
spirituous  liquors  in  any  form  nor  indulged  in 
tobicco.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  a  strong  Abolitionist,  having  in  sla- 
very times  assiste<l  many  a  fugitive  on  his  way  to 
freedom.  He  is  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of 
Vermont,  whore  he  located  in  1840,  building  the 
fir.-*t  flouring  mill  in  Hie  county.  To  this  establish- 
ment people  came  from  many  miles,  even  as  far  as 
Knox  County,  the  distance  which  they  traveled 
often  compelling  them  to  remain  over  night.  His 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Mershon,  became  his  partner  in  the 
mill  which  they  eventually  sold,  building  a  w-are- 
house  at  Vermont  Landing,  on  the  Illinois  River, 
where  they  were  for  some  time  engaged  in  buying 
and  shipping  grain  and  doing  a  general  warehouse 
business.  Mr.  Dilworth  next  bought  an  interest  at 
Browning's  Landing,  built  a  large  warehouse  and 
did  an  extensive  business  there.     After  the  death 


of  his  wife  be  made  his  home  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Mershon,  and  when  she  was  called  hence  still 
remained  under  her  husband's  roof. 

Mrs.  Joab  Mershon  was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  domestic  in  iier  tastes,  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  her  husband  and  children,  and  during  her 
entire  life  manifested  her  ability  as  a  helpmate,  her 
considerateness  as  a  parent  and  her  value  as  a 
friend.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  her  the  follow- 
ing are  now  living:  Henry,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice;  Rebecca,  wife  of  William  F. 
Durell  of  Vermont;  Damaris,  wife  of  A.  D.  Bailey 
of  this  county;  Rhodes  I).,  a  livery  man  in  Ver- 
mont, and  Milton  S.,  nieicliant  in  Vermont.'  AU  are 
engaged  at  the  present  time  by  mutual  agreement 
in  conducting  tlie  interests  of  the  estate  as  it  was 
before  the  death  of  the  parents,  in  each  and  evcrj' 
braucii. 


1 


(S^  ATHIAS  HULICK  and  his  good  wife  were 
among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  county 
who  are  still  living  among  us,  and  it  gives 
us  pleasure  to  present  them  in  this  Bio- 
graphical Album.  They  have  a  cheerful,  cozy 
home  in  Lewistown  Township,  where  they  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  life  with  which  they  surrounded 
tiiemselves  by  the  eSercise  of  industrious  habits, 
wise  prudence  and  forethought. 

In  Heightstown,  Middlesex  County,  N.  .1..  our 
subject  was  born  December  22,  1810.  His  father 
was  Capt.  John  Hulick,  a  native  of  that  Stale  and 
a  son  of  another  John  Hulick,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  and  emigrated  to  America  and  settled 
among  the  Colonists  of  New  Jersey.  About  1815 
he  removed  from  there  to  Ohio,  and  w.as  a  pioneer 
of  Clermont  County,  and  there  he  carried  on  his 
occupation  of  a  farmer  until  the  time  of  liis  death. 

Capt.  Hulick  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
followed  that  in  New  Jersey  until  his  death  in  1822. 
He  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
married  Annie  Mount,  who  was  also  a  life-long 
resident  of  New  Jersey,  dying  there  in  1817. 

Mathias  Ilnlick  was  very  young  when  his  par- 
ents died  and  he  was  cared  for  by  a  step-mother 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  old.     He  was  then  sent  to 
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New  York  Citj-  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tailor.  After 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  he  made 
liis  way  to  Ohio  and  locating  in  Balavia,  Clermont 
County,  served  two  jears  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
cooper.  lie  was  engaged  in  that  calling  until 
1838,  when  he  became  a  pioneer  of  Illinois.  He 
had  married  in  Ohio  and  was  accompanied  thither 
by  his  wife  and  two  eiiildren  in  their  journey  down 
the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers, 
and  finally'  to  tiieir  destination  in  this  county. 
Disembarking  from  tiie  Illinois  at  Havana,  they 
came  to  Lewistown  Townsiiip  with  a  team.  He 
bought  forty  acres  of  land  which  forms  a  part  of 
ills  present  homestead.  Three  or  four  acres  of  it 
were  improved  and  a  log  house  stood  thereon.  He 
at  once  opened  a  cooper  shop  and  actively  engaged 
in  llie  manufacture  of  pork  and  flour  barrels,  for 
wliich  he  found  a  ready  market  in  Lewistown  and 
surrounding  towns.  He  continued  in  the  business 
many  years  and  accumulated  a  comfortable  prop- 
erty. He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  farm  he  now 
occupies  since  his  first  settlement  in  the  county, 
and  has  added  to  it  by  other  purchases  until  it  now 
comprises  eighty  acres  of  choice,  well-tilled  land, 
provided  with  a  neat  class  of  buildings  and  every- 
thing needful  for  carrying  on  agriculture. 

In  our  subject's  wife  we  have  a  good  t3-pe  of  the 
faithful,  self  sacrificing,  helpful  pioneer  women 
wlio  have  borne  so  important  a  part  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  this  country.  Fifty-four  years  ago  in  the 
month  of  February,  1836,  she  was  married  to  Mr. 
Ilulick,  and  for  more  than  half  a  centuiy  they  have 
been  faithful  to  the  vows  that  then  made  them 
husband  and  wife.  They  have  six  children  living 
— John,  Mary  J.,  Elizabeth.  Alice,  Emma,  and  Ger- 
tie. The  death  of  their  daughter  Lou  was  a  sad 
incident  in  their  married  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilu- 
lick are  wonderfully  blessed  with  good  bealtii,  as 
their  fine  constitutions  have  withstood  the  wear 
and  tear  of  time  wonderfully,  and  one,  can  scarcely 
realize  that  they  have  reached  the  milestones  on 
life's  journey  that  mark  its  eightieth  and  seventieth 
years.  Thej'  are  very  highly  thought  of  by  all 
around  them  and  are  sincere  Christian  people,  hav- 
ing been  worthy  members  of  the  Metliovlist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  years. 

iMrs.  lluliek  was  formerly  Ann  Reddebaugh.  and 


she  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  September 
7,  1820.  Her  father,  John  Reddebaugh,  was  a 
Pennsylvanian  and  was  reared  in  his  native  State 
and  there  married  to  Barbara  Snider,  who  was  like- 
wise of  Pennsylvania  birth,  she  having  been  the 
daughter  of  a  commissioned  oflicer  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary ^\^ar  and  a  farmer  of  that  State.  Mr.  Red- 
debaugh removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  and 
settled  among  the  pioneers  in  the  wilds  of  Brown 
County.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  and 
built  a  log  house  in  which  humble  home  Mrs. 
Ilulick  was  born.  He  cleared  a  farm  .and  resided 
on  it  some  years  prior  to  his  coming  to  Illinois  in 
1837,  when  he  became  a  pioneer  of  Lewistown 
Township.  He  bought  a  farm  and  lived  here  about 
ten  years,  but  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1845 
he  returned  to  Ohio  and  died  in  ClernKint  County. 


^W  MORY  RICE,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
(^Ol    county,  was   born   in   Westminster,  Mass., 
I  ifc    iMarch   29,   1813.     His   father,  Dr.  Asaph 
1^'  Rice,  was   born   in    the   same  town,  where 

Grandfather  Rice  was  engaged  in  preaching  the 
Gospel,  having  charge  of  the  Congregational 
Church  for  half  a  century.  Rev.  Asaph  Rice  was 
born  either  in  England  or  in  Massachusetts,  of 
English  ancestry.  He  entered  into  rest  in  the  town 
in  which  he  had  so  long  and  faithfully  labored  to 
win  souls  for  Christ. 

The  father  of  our  subject  received  a  collegiate 
education,  and  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in 
his  youth.  After  having  practiced  three  or  four 
years  in  New  York,  he  returned  to  Westminster, 
making  that  place  his  home  until  1823.  He  then 
removed  to  Orford,  N.  II.,  locating  upon  a  farm, 
which  he  superintended  while  continuing  his  pro- 
fessional labors.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to 
Thetford,  Vt.,  and  resided  there  until  1831,  during 
which  3'ear  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  family;  the  journey  was  made  with 
teams  and  consumed  eight  weeks.  They  arrived 
in  Fulton  County  when  it  was  still  but  sparselj' 
settled,  Canton  being  then  a  hamlet  of  a  few  build- 
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ings,  most  of  which  vyere  constructed  of  logs.  Dr. 
Rice  purclmscd  a  tract  of  Government  land  two 
miles  from  that  village  and  at  once  began  to  im- 
prove a  farm.  The  storm  which  devastated  Can- 
ton in  1835  unroofed  his  house.  During  that  year 
he  sold  his  property,  and  coming  to  Lcwislown 
Township,  purchased  the  tract  upon  which  tlie  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  his  family  now  reside. 

There  was  a  log  house  on  the  place  and  eight 
acres  under  cultivation,  these  constituting  tlic  im- 
provements which  had  been  made.  The  gi'eater 
part  of  lh(j  remainder  of  the  land  was  covered 
witii  timber  and  Ijrusli.  The  family  occupied  the 
log  house  until  1847,  wh^n  the  Doctor  built  a  por- 
tion of  the  frame  dwelling  which  is  still  standing. 
AVilii  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  Lewis- 
town  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Dr.  Rice  resided 
u[)on  the  farm  until  his  death  on  April  27.  1871, 
when  ninety-four  j-oars  of  age.  His  wife,  formerly 
Abigail  Sawyer,  was  born  in  Bolton,  Mass.,  and 
died  in  Lewistown  in  1851,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  They  reared  eight  children — ^Erasmus 
I)..  Benjamin,  Adeline,  Amory,  Catherine,  Adelia, 
Amanda  and  Jane. 

'.'he  subject  oi  these  brief  notes  was  reared  and 
c'lueateii  in  his  native  State,  being  a  young  man  of 
eightfcn  years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county.  He  has  lived  to  see  the  wonderful 
growth  and  development  which  has  made  of  it?  the 
heading  agricultural  county  in  the  State,  and  is  now 
the  proi)rietor  of  one  of  its  finest  farms.  In  1830 
he  went  to  Galena  to  work  in  the  lead  mines,  and 
there  being  no  railroads,  he  made  the  entire  dis- 
tance on  foot.  At  harvest-time  he  returned  home 
to  assist  in  the  busy  scenes  of  that  season,  then 
walked  back  again,  carrying  all  his  effects  on  his 
back.  He  was  engaged  at  the  mines  for  a  period 
of  about  two  years  altogether,  and  with  this  ex- 
c('t)tion  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
For  several  years  past  he  has  lived  retired,  the 
management  of  the  homestea<l  being  in  the  hands 
of  his  only  son. 

In  1842  Mr.  Rice  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss 
Martha  C.  Dewey,  a  native  of  Hanover  Center,  N. 
IL,  and  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Jemima  (Wriglit) 
Dewey.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union — Henry,  the  first  child,  opened  his  eyes  to 


the  light  June  3,  1843.  On  August  12,  1862,  al- 
though still  lacking  more  than  a  year  of  his  majority, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  being  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice at  Peoria,  October  2,  accompanied  his  regi- 
ment to  Tennessee  in  November.  He  laid  down 
his  life  for  his  country,  dying  at  Jackson,  Tenn., 
February  10,  1862,  a  promising  career  being  thus 
cut  short.  His  remains  were  brought  back  to  Lew- 
istown, where  his  grave  is  kept  green  by  those  wlio 
ever  mourn  their  loss. 

The  only  surviving  child  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  is  Oliver,  who  was  born  January  2,  1840.  lie 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  when  a 
young  man  taught  one  term.  For  one  year  he  was 
engaged  in  the  banking  business  at  Toulon,  Stark 
Count3^  but  with  these  exceptions  has  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  from  his  youth.  For  the 
past  twenty  years  he  has  managed  the  old  home- 
stead, which  under  his  intelligent  conduct  con- 
tinues to  prove  a  valuable  piece  of  property.  His 
mariiageto  Miss  Abbie  M.  Burgett  was  solemnized 
October  1,  1873.  His  chosen  companion  was  born 
in  Hartland,  Windsor  County,  Vt. ;  is  a  daugiiter 
of  D.  A.  and  Adeline  (Myron)  Burgett,  under 
whose  careful  training  her  mind  was  developed,  her 
character  adorned  with  fine  princij)les  and  she  well 
fitted  for  her  |)Osition.  The  couple  have  three 
children — Henry  B.,  Mary  A.  and  Frances  M. 

The  Rice  family  are  identified  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  both  our  subject  and  his  son 
belong  to  the  Republican  party.  Their  intelli- 
gence, good  citizenship  and  fine  characters  entitle 
them,  to  the  esteem  of  their  acquaintances,  and 
their  friends  are  many  and  sincere. 


(i  >  ILLIAM  FRANKLIN  BARKER.  The  sub- 
%r\jf  ject  of  this  notice  is  a  native  of  Farmers 
'^'Vj  Township,  has  grown  to  man's  estate  on 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  has  never  been 
away  from  home  an  (jntire  week  at  a  time.  He  is 
a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  town- 
ship, and  grandson  of  a  man  who  came  to  Peoria 
with  his  famil}'  when  but  three  white  families  were 
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living  there.  He  is  therefore  well  posted  regard- 
ing the  history  of  this  section  of  country,  its 
wonderful  development,  and  proud  of  his  connec- 
tion with  those  who  have  aided  in  making  it  so 
flourishing  a  locality. 

John  Barker,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
ran  the  first  ferry  between  Peoria  and  Wesley 
City.  After  working  there  a  year  or  so,  he  took 
up  his  abode  on  Totten's  Prairie,  whence  he  and 
his  son  John  W.  came  to  this  county  to  select  land 
in  the  fall  of  1825.  The  first  night  out  from  home 
they  slept  in  a  deserted  wigwam.  Having  found  a 
tract  to  please  them  they  broke  some  land  and  in 
the  spring  planted  some  corn  which  wa^  destroyed 
by  wild  hogs  which  were  very  numerous.  This 
land  was  on  section  7,  and  eighty  acres  of  it  was 
given  to  the  son  when  he  became  of  age.  He  also 
entered  and  bought  several  hundred  more  at  vari- 
ous times.  On  one  occasion  he  purchased  forty 
acres  at  a  sale  for  |5  and  when  returning  home  in 
company  with  several  companions,  remarked  tliat 
anyone  who  would  give  him  a  dollar  for  his  bargain 
might  have  the  land.  Ilis  brother  George  took  up 
the  offer  and  after  keeping  the  i)roperty  several 
years  sold  it  for  some  hundreds  of  dollars. 

This  John  W.  Barker  lived  to  be  about  seventy 
years  of  age,  dying  January  8,  1888.  He  had' been 
married  three  times  and  was  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  now  survive.  His  first  wife 
was  Rachel  Harris  who  bore  him  two  children.  His 
second  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Eliza, 
daughter  of  George  and  Eliza  S.  Brand,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  county  whither 
they  came  from  Virginia.  Of  the  eight  children 
liorn  to  this  good  woman  he  of  whom  we  write  was 
the  next  to  the  youngest.  His  mother  was  called 
from  time  to  eternity  in  1877. 

Our  subject  is  now  in  possession  of  the  ol<l 
homestead,  having  bought  out  the  other  heirs.  His 
cherished  companion  was  known  in  her  maidenhood 
as  Lucy  A.  Boyer,  being  a  daughter  of  Wilford 
Boyer  of  McDonough  County.  Their  happy  union 
has  been  blest  to  them  by  the  birth  of  one  child — 
John  Wilford. 

The  Barker  family  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  Democratic  partj-.  Grandfather  Barker  held 
the  ollice  of  County  Judge  or  Commissioner  and 


our  subject  was;elected  Township  Collector  'when 
but  twentj'  two  years  old,  beingthe  youngest  man 
who  has  ever  held  that  oflice  here.  An  intelligent 
farmer,  a  worthy'citizen,  and  a  kind  neighbor,  Mv. 
Barker  receives  his  duo  measure  of  respect  from 
his  fellow- men. 


W  EBBEFS  B.  Al'I-T,  occupies  nn  honorable 
11  {@  place  among  the  intelligent,  capable  farmers 
l^\ :  of  this  county,  and  he  is  a  valued  citizen  of 
Deerfield  Township,  in  whose  social,  public  and 
religious  life  he  is  a  prominent  factor.  His  parents, 
Jacob  and  Rachael  (Pouder)  Ault  were  born  in 
Hanover,  York  County,  Pa.,  and  in  AVestminster, 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  respectivelv. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  latter  place,  and 
w.as  born  September  29,  1821,  he  being  the  eldest 
and  the  only  son  living,  of  five  children,  four  boys 
and  one  girl.  He  was  early  left  an  orphan  by  the 
death  of  his  father  and  mother,  the  latter  dying  in 
1830,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  went  to  live 
with  his  grandfather.  He  remained  with  him  till 
he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  and  then  went  to 
work  for  himself  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  and  was 
thus  occupied  one  year.  Ilis  next  employment  was 
with  a  doctor  for  whom  he  did  chores,  etc.,  remain- 
ing with  him  three  and  one-half  years.  After  that 
we  hear  of  him  in  Baltimore,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  shoe-maker,  and  worked  at  it  for  about 
four  years.  Returning  to  Westminster,  he  made 
his  home  with  his  grandfather  until  1856.  In  that 
j'ear  he  started  out  into  the  world  again,  and  made 
his  way  to  this  State  and  county,  leaving  his  old 
home  April  12.  After  his  arrival  here  he  took  up 
his  abode  with  his  cousin  A.  J.  Smith,  and  was 
with  him  about  two  years. 

After  that  our  subject  was  married  September 
4,  1860,  taking  as  his  wife  Margaret  A.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Robinson)  Sexton.  She  is  a 
native  of  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born 
January  2,  1841.  Immediately  subsequent  to  his 
wedding  Mr.  Ault  located  on  section  28,  Deerfield 
Township,  and  after  living  there  about  two  j^ears, 
bought  thirty-four  acres  of  land  on  section    16,    of 
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the  same  towiisliip.  Six  j-ears  later  be  traded  that 
place  for  sixt^'-tvvo  and  one-fourth  acres  of  land, 
thirty-four  on  section  16,  and  thirty-eight  and  one- 
fourth  acres  on  section  21,  and  here  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  He  sold  three-fourtlis  of  an  acre  for  a 
sciiooliiouse  site,  and  the  remainder  of  his  land  he 
has  put  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  reaps  in 
repayment  for  his  labors  fine  harvests.  His  build- 
ings are  in  good  order,  and  everything  about  the 
place  betokens  thrift  and  superior  management  on 
the  part  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Ault  have  eleven  cliildren,  as 
follows:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Utsingar  of  Deer- 
field  Township;  Rachael  A.,  wife  of  Cliarles  B. 
C'rafli,  of  Arkansas  County,  Aik. ;  Matilda  J.,  wife 
of  Lewis  Mahr  of  Deertield  Township;  Robert  E., 
Rosa  E.,  John  A.,  Lebbeus  A.,  Emory  J.,  Achsa 
C,  Margaret  A.,  and  Jacob  T.,  all  of  whom  are 
at  home  with  their  parents,  with  the  exception  of 
the  married  daughters. 

In  recognition  of  his  skill  as  a  farmer,  and  of  his 
worth  in  every  particular,  our  subject's  fellow 
members  have  made  him  President  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  of  Deerfield  Township.  He  takes  much 
interest  in  political  matters  and  affiliates  with  the 
Democrats.  Three  times  he  has  been  elected  Col- 
lector of  the  township  but  he  resigned  the  third 
time.  He  was  School  Director  for  nine  years  and 
was  Town  Clerk  four  years.  He  is  a  member  in 
high  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  fold.  He  has  been 
Class  Leader  and  Trustee  and  has  taken  part  in  the 
Sunday-school.  He  helped  to  organize  the  first 
Sunday-school  in  the  township  and  has  been  teacher. 
Assistant  Superintendent  and  Superintendent  of 
the  school,  and  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  four 
years. 
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ARSHALL  N.  WILLCOXEN,  the  subject 
onr  sketch,  was  born  in  Estill  County, 
if       I4i  K3^,  September  5,  1827,  being  the  s'm  of 
*  Capt.Elijah  and  Charlotte  (Calloway)  Will- 

coxen,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  former  being 
born  July  24,  1789,  in  Roane  County,  and  the 
latter  April  2,  1792,  in    Ashe  County.     A  sketch 


of  these  illustrious  people  and  of  theii  ancestors, will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  of  George  W.  Ray,  whose 
wife  was  Miss  Ann  A.  Willcoxen.  From  several 
generations  back  they  have  held  prominent  places 
in  public  affairs,  and  been  highly  respected  in  all 
communities  where  tliej'  have  resided. 

Our  subject  came  to  Liverpool  Township  with 
his  father  when  he  was  only  three  years  of  age,  and 
passed  his  3'outh  on  the  old  homestead  attending 
the  neighborhood  school  through  the  winter  sea- 
son, and  assisting  on  the  farm  during  the  summer. 
He  was  especially  useful  in  helping  to  fence  in  the 
property.  The  country  at  that  time  was  very  wild 
ami  the  woods  abounded  with  deer  and  turkeys, 
and  several  times  he  killed  deer  near  tiie  homestead. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  lived  at  home. 
His  marriage  took  place  April  4,  1854,  the  lady 
with  whom  he  joined  liis  lot  being  Miss  Harriett 
(Lasswell),  who  w.is  born  in  Fulton  County, 
March  26,  1836. 

Mrs.  Willcoxen's  father,  Andrew  Lasswoll,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  born  in  1802.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  came  to  Fulton  Countj'  in  1825,Vhere 
he  purchased  land  near  Cuba,  and  where  he  died  in 
1869.  His  wife,  who  previous  to  her  marriage  was 
Miss  Barbara  Baughman,  was  born  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  1809.  and  died  June  27, 188.5,  being 
at  the  time  of  her  death  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  To  their  marriage  were  born 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  reached  maturity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willcoxen  have  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren ;  the  following  are  living,  viz :  Calvin  L.,  Ester 
A.,  Mrs.  Willcoxen;  Jerry  C,  Marshall  N.,  Jr., 
Charlotte,  Adaline,  Mrs.  Goodman;  Nellie  Flor- 
ence, IMrs.  Kline;  Margaret  E.,  M.ary  Inez,  George 
R.,  and  Jessie  E.  Mr.  Willcoxen  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Christian  Church. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  h.is  shown  ^reat  indus- 
try and  perseverance  through  life.  When  he  took 
possession  of  his  present  property,  the  land  was  not 
improved,  and  it  was  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
clear  away  the  heavy  timber  that  covered  it.  He 
built  a  small  frame  house  the  first  thing,  and  after 
fencing  in  the  property,  commenced  to  cultivate 
the  soil.  He  has  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
the  home  place,  and  owns  several  hundred  acres  of 
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bottom  land  near  the  Illinois  River.  Besides  farm- 
ing, he  is  also  very  much  interested  in  stock-rais- 
ing. He  built  his  present  frame  liouse  in  1857, 
and  added  to  it  very  much  in  1868.  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  at  different 
times  served  as  Collector,  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways, and  School  Treasurer  for  tins  Township. 

(ff^  IMEON  JONEvS.  It  is  a  generally  con- 
^^^  ceded  fact  that  the  farmer  enjoys  a  greater 
'\[J_^  amount  of  personal  freedom  than  any  other 
man  who  is  engaged  in  the  busy  and  al- 
most endless  task  of  accumulating  money.  There 
is  something  about  life  in  the  country  where  one  is 
surrounded  by  Nature  on  every  side,  that  seems  to 
bring  a  quietness   and    peace   found   nowhere  else. 

Our  subject,  who  is  at  present  a  prosperous  far- 
mer of  Kerlon  Township,  was  born  in  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  on  the  1  Itli  of  April,  1845.  His  father,  Sea- 
bron  Jones,  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  removed  to  In- 
diana when  a  young  man,  settling  near  South  Bend. 
He  was  married  there  to  Miss  Fetna  Curtis,  and  in 
1849  removed  to  Illinois,  making  the  trip  by  wagon 
and  camping  on  the  way.  He  settled  at  Bath,  Ma- 
son County,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then 
moved  to  this  county,  on  section  1 7,  Kerton  Town- 
ship, where  he  rented  laud  and  farmed.  His  father 
was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  died 
in  1853.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 
To  them  were  born  six  children,  viz:  Nancy,  War- 
ren, Ada,  Anna,  Simeon,  and  Henry,  only  three  of 
whom  are  living  at  the  present  time,  viz:  Anna, 
Warren,  and  Simeon. 

Mr.  Jones  came  to  this  place  with  his  parents 
wlien  he  was  only  four  years  of  age,  and  attended 
school  in  the  little  log  schoolhousein  his  neighbor- 
hood, but  received  a  ver}^  limited  educational 
training,  the  matter  of  education  nol  receiving  any 
of  the  care  that  is  universally  given  it  now  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  At  an  early  age  he  com 
menced  working  on  a  farm,  and  when  only  twelve 
}-ears  of  age  he  worked  for  one  man,  and  received 
in  i)ayment  for  his  labor  ^9  per  month  at  the  start, 
and  afterward  received  $30. 


Our  subject,  in  March,  1870,  married^Miss  Jo- 
sephine McCausland.  Her  parents  were  born  in 
Canada,  but  her  birth  occurred  in  this  State,  and 
she  received  her  education  in  this  county.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones  have  been  born  five  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  viz:  Adda  L.,  Irvin  O.,  Rosa, 
Scott  and  Kennett.  After  his  marriage  our  sub- 
ject rented  a  place  for  four  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  tliat  time  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  lived 
on  the  same  for  a  period  of  ten  3rcars.  The  place 
was  little  improved,  and  the  only  dwelling  house 
was  a  small  log  cabin.  He  soon  cleared  thirtj' 
acres  of  tlie  land,  and  built  a  nice  house  and 
large  barn,  and  still  owns  the  place,  although  he  is 
now  living  on  property  which  lie  has  rented  for  five 
3-ears,  and  which  is  a  picturesque  spot.  The  house 
stands  on  the  edge  of  the  bluffs  that  overhang  the 
Illinois  River,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the 
beautiful  landscape  around.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  is  popular  in  political 
circles.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  through- 
out the  township,  and  has  been  Road  Commissioner 
for  the  past  nine  years. 


J^/OHN  LAWRENCl 
farmer  and  stock- 
I    ship,  has    been  a 
'    developing  and  es 


r/OHN  LAWRENCE  CHAPIN,  an  extensive 
ck-raiser  of  Lewistown  Town- 
very  prominent  factor  in 
((®//  developing  and  extending  the  large  agricul- 
tural interests  of  Fulton  County.  He  was  born  in 
Girard,  Erie  County,  Pa.,  June  7,  1826.  He  is  a 
son  of  John  C.  Chapin,  who  was  born  near  Spring- 
field, Mass.  The  father  of  the  latter.  Consider 
Chapin,  was  born  in  the  same  localitj'  of  Scotch 
parentage.  He  continued  to  live  in  the  old  Bay 
State  until  about  1810,  and  then  started  with  team 
for  what  was  then  the  western  frontier,  Ohio  his 
destination.  He  became  a  pioneer  of  Ashtabula 
County,  and  at  once  entered  upon  tlie  improve- 
ment of  a  tract  of  wild  forest  land  that  he  bought 
in  Kingsville  Township,  first  erecting  a  log  cabin 
in  the  wilderness  for  the  shelter  of  his  familj-. 
There  were  no  railroads  in  those  days,  or  canals, 
and  no  steamers  plied  on  the  lakes,  so  there  were 
no  markets  and  the  people  had  to  live  on  the  prod- 
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ucls  of  their  faiins  and  wild  game  which  was 
abundant.  In  the  course  of  time  he  cleared  quite 
a  farm,  where  he  resided  until  death  closed  his 
mortal  career  in  his  one  hundreth  year.  His  remains 
were  buried  in  Monroe  Ccmetery,Ashtabula  County. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Esther  Wallace, 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  died  on  the  home  farm 
in  Ashtabula  County. 

John  Chapin  was  seventeen  years  old  when  he 
went  to  Ohio  with  liis  parents.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  distiller  and  after  marriage  removed 
across  the  State  line  to  Girard,  Pa.,  where  he  oper- 
ated a  distillery  for  a  time.  In  1834  he  emigrated 
to  Indiana  taking  with  him  his  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren and  making  the  journey  with  a  team.  He  lo- 
cated a  few  miles  southwest  of  Michigan  City, 
where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  Government  land 
near  the  Illinois  State  line.  He  built  a  dwelling 
on  that  place,  lived  there  one  3ear,  then  sold 
liis  claim  and  removed  to  Michigan.  He  took  up 
his  abode  in  St.  Joseph  and  in  1837  left  that  State 
and  again  started  westward,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  seven  children,  and  journeyed  with  an 
ox -team  to  this  county,  arriving  in  the  month  of 
March,  that  year.  A  great  portion  of  the  countiy 
which  he  traversed  was  very  sparsely  settled,  and 
the  most  of  it  owned  by  the  Government  and  since 
sold  to  pioneer  settlers  at  $1.25  an  acre.  Joliet 
and  Peoria  were  at  that  time  small  villages  and 
Lewistown  was  but  a  hamlet.  He  located  in  the 
latter  place,  but  after  living  there  a  short  time  went 
to  Havana.  From  that  place  he  returned  to  Wa- 
terford  Township,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
April,  1841.  He  had  married  in  early  manhood, 
taking  as  liis  wife  Elizabeth  Ilardj",  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mar- 
garet (Ferguson)  Hardy.  She  died  in  Lewistown 
Township  in  1879  at  a  ripe  old  age.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  to  her  and  her  husband  three  are 
now  living. 

John  Lawrence  Chapin,  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
written,  was  eleven  years  old  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  this  county,  and  he  still  retains  a 
clear  recollection  of  the  incidents  of  pioneer  life 
here.  He  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died  and  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  a  poor 
boy.     He  was  endowed  with  energy,  rare  judgment 


and  clear  foresight,  and  besides  was  industrious 
and  prudent  in  liis  habits.  With  such  traits  of 
character  he  was  not  long  in  working  his  way  to 
independence,  and  in  a  short  time  he  was  able  to 
commence  farming  for  himself  on  rented  land.  He 
finally  purchased  twenty-seven  aores  of  whicli  a 
small  tract  was  cleared  and  a  log  cabin  stood  on  the 
place.  He  took  up  his  abode  there  and  continued 
to  rent  improved  land  while  putting  in  all  his  leis- 
ure time  in  clearing  his  own  land  on  vrhich  he 
lived  until  1852.  In  that  year  he  sold  his  property 
here  and,  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  started  with 
an  ox-team  on  a  journey  to  Bremer  County,  Iowa, 
where  ho  contemplated  settling.  He  made  a  claim 
to  a  tract  of  Government  land  on  the  Cedar  River, 
two  and  one-half  miles  below  the  present  site  of 
Waverly.  The  country  round  about  was  sparsely 
settled,  and  where  Waterloo  now  stands  there  was 
not  a  house.  He  erected  a  hewed-log  dwelling  on 
his  claim  and  lived  in  it  one  year.  Returning  to 
Fulton  County  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
bought  sixty  acres  of  land  covered  with  timber 
and  brush,  paying  for  it  $10  an  acre.  He  at  once 
built  a  good  log  cabin  and  began  to  clear  the  land 
and  prepare  it  for  cultivation.  He  has  it  now  very 
highly  improved  and  has  planted  choice  fruit  and 
ornamental  trees,  making  it  a  very  attractive  place. 
As  a  farmer  he  has  been  very  successful  and  has 
acquired  wealth  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling.  He 
has  purchased  othei'  land  from  lime  to  time  until 
at  one  time  he  owned  seven  hundred  and  Mty 
acres  of  choice  farming  land,  well  stocked  with  fine 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs  of  high  grades. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chapin  with  Miss  Eliza 
Fleming  was  duly  celebrated  October  15,  I84(j. 
She  was  born  in  Ohio,  December  17,  1828,  and  died 
August  26,  1885.  She  was  a  fine  woman  in  all 
respects,  a  Christian  and  a  valued  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  held  in  es- 
teem far  beyona  the  limits  of  her  household.  She 
left  two  children — Caroline  A.  and  John  L.  Caro- 
line married  Snowdon  Smith,  and  lives  in  Lewis- 
town  Township;  they  have  three  children — Laura, 
Ezra  and  Earl.  John  L.  married  Irene  Harrison, 
and  they  have  two  children — Ora  F.  and  Eliza 
Florence. 

Mr.  Chapin  is  a  man  of  clear  understanding  and 
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a  well-balanced  mind,  and  the  able  manner  with 
which  he  has  managed  his  affairs  shows  that  he  is 
possessed  of  fitie  business  talent,  and  at  the  same 
time  has  made  him  an  invaluable  aid  in  upbuiUliug 
Lewistown  Township,  and  gives  him  high  rank 
among  its  pioneers.  Polilicallj-,  he  is  a  stanoh  be- 
liever in  the  principles  pronuilgated  by  the  Re- 
publican party  and  gives  it  his  hearty  suppt)rt 

Tn|EV.  ALVAN  RUSH  MATHES,  pastor  of  the 
,L*f  First  Presliyterian  Church  of  Canton,  is  a 
-Ai  *Y  gentleman  of  broad  culture,  cordial  manners, 
and  consistent  Christian  character.  The 
latter  qualification  for  ministerial  duties  seems 
nuicii  more  diffleult  to  attain  by  one  who  desire.s  to 
preach  the  gospel  than  by  an_y  other,  as  there  are 
persons  always  readj'  to  i)ick  flaws  in  the  character, 
seeming  to  believe  that  the  minister  is  not  subject 
to  the  trials  and  temptations  which  surround  the 
layman.  Perhaps  no  higher  credit  can  be  given  a 
pastor,  tliercfore  than  this — that  in  practice  as  in 
precept  he  is  faithful  to  the  cause  he  loves. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  a  family,  several  mem- 
bers of    which   hold   important    positions    in    the 
church,  and  is  the  son  of  a  man  who  for  many  years 
was  known  for  his  religious  and  educational  labors. 
This  is  the  Rev.  Archibald  Alexander  Mathes,  who    ] 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  son  in   Canton.     He 
was  horn  in  Eastern  Tennessee  in  1812,  being  a  son 
of  John    Mathes,  ruling  elder  in  Salem   Presbyte- 
rian Church,  an  early  settler   in   that  State  and  of   I 
Scotch  extraction.     When   he   was  about  twenty- 
liiree  years  of  age  Archibald    A.   Mathes,  in  com- 
pany with  Rev.  Ezekiel  Quillen,  of  Ipava,  111.,  and 
Rev.  Jlr.  \Vile}%  walked   the  entire  distance  from   [ 
the  mountains  of  their  native  State,  over  hills  and 
through    beautiful    valleys,   to    Princeton,   N.   J., 
where  they  entered  the  Princeton  Theological  Sem- 
inary.    It  is  not  probable   that  many  boys  of  the    j 
present  age  would   undertake  such  a  journe3'  (of 
seven  hundre<1  miles)  in  order  to  enter  college,  but 
it  illustrates  in    part   the  character  of   this  gentle-    j 
man.  1 

On  account  of  failing    health   the   father  of  our   | 


subject  remained  only  two  years  at  Princeton,  and 
finished  his  education  at  Prince  Edwards,  Va.  He 
was  for  a  lengthy  period  at  the  head  of  Washing- 
ton College,  about  eight  miles  from  Jonesboro, 
Tenn.,  and  after  leaving  the  presidency  of  that  in- 
stitution, took  up  the  active  work  of  the  ministry. 
This  he  continued  until  old  ago  called  for  a  cessa- 
tion of  activity.  His  life  has  been  devoted  to  the 
self-sacrificing  labor  of  the  ministry,  and  his  name 
will  be  recalled  with  affection  long  after  he  has 
passed  hence. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  maid- 
enhood as  Christiana  Gray  Cowan.  She  was  born 
in  the  same  county  as  her  husband,  and  in  the 
same  year,  and  died  in  Canton  in  1883  in  the  sev- 
enty-first year  of  her  age.  Her  father,  James 
Cowan, was  ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Leesburgh,  Tenn.,  and  owned  an  excellent  farm 
of  three  hundred  acres.  She  was  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Three  of  the  daughters  are  wives  of  Presbyterian 
ministers,  and  two  sons,  besides  our  subject,  hold 
office  in  the  same  church. 

The  eyes  of  the  Rev.  Alvan  R.  Mathes  opened  to 
the  light  in  Washington  County,  Tenn.,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jonesboro,  July  4,  1839.  He  received 
a  cl.assical  education  at  Hanover  College  near 
Madison,  Ind.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
June  1864.  During  the  war  he  spent  five  mouths 
in  the  arm}^  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry,  the 
headquarters  of  the  regiment  being  at  Tallahoraa, 
Tenn.  They  were  appointed  to  guard  stores,  rail- 
roads, etc.,  to  act  as  scouts  and  catch  bushwhack- 
ers. 

After  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  army  Mr. 
Mathes  went  to  Chicago  and  entered  the  North- 
western Theological  Seminary,  now  McCormick 
Seminary,  where  he  spent  three  years  and  from 
which  he  was  giaduated  in  1867.  He  received  a 
call  to  Wilton  Junction,  Iowa,  his  pastorate  there 
continuing  five  years.  He  then  assumed  charge  of 
a  church  at  Shawneetown,  111.,  but  after  having  la- 
bored for  and  with  it  three  and  a  half  years  re- 
signed on  account  of  the  unhealthfulne.ss  of  the 
district.  In  1875  he  located  in  Farmington,  where 
he  continued  to  labor  until  1879.     The  following 
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spring  he  was  called  to  Canton,  took  charge  of  the 
congregation  here  and  'was  duly  installed  as'pastor 
in  October,  1880.  The  congregation  now  numbers 
two  hundred  and  forty-five,  while  the  Sundaj'- 
school  is  attended  by  over  three  hundred.  Both 
are  in  a  flourishiiigH  condition"  and  are  proving 
powers  for  good  in  the  community. 

Realizing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone,  the  Rev.  Mathes  won  a  congenial  companion 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Alice  M.  Dinwiddie,  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Ramsey)  Dinwiddie  of 
Hanover.  Ind.  The  marriage  rites  were  celebrated 
April  10,  1867.  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  sister 
in  Evansville.  Ind.  JNIrs.  Mathes  was  born  and 
reared  to  womanhood  in  the  Hoosier  State,  ac- 
quiring an  excellent  education||and  displays  the 
ready  sympathy  and  benevolent  spirit  so  greatly 
called  forth  by  the  duties  of  a  minister's  wife. 
She  has  borne  her  husband  four  children — Adah 
M.,  Archie  Dinwiddie,  Lilly  M.  and  Mary  G.  The 
oldest  daughter  is  now  a  student  at  Lake  Forest 
University,  the  others  are  still  at  home.  Politic- 
ally our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican.  His 
scholarship  was  recognized  by  his  Alma  Mater, 
Hanover  College,  in  1883,  at  which  time  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  him  by  that 
institution. 

The  lithographic  portrait  of  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Mathes,  which  is  shown  in  connection  with  this 
personal  sketch,  will  be  welcomed  as  a  valuable 
addition  to  this  volume,  not  only  by  his  parishion- 
ers, but  also  by  his  many  warm  friends  throughout 
the  county. 


-o♦o..f5^><;/^^-o♦o 


e^^iHOMAS  COOPER,  of  the  firm  of  Cooper  & 
(jh{^!\  McMahon, ranks  exceedingly  high  inthebusi- 
%^f^  nesscirclesof  Canton, FultonCounty, 111., and 
in  company  with  his  partner,  James  T.  McMahon, 
is  conducting  a  thriving  livery  business  in  that  place. 
He  was  born  in  Brig,  Lincolnshire,  England,  on  the 
7th  of  March,  1849,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and 
Emma  (Oglesby)  Cooper,  both  of  whom  were  Eng- 
lish by  birth  and  education  and  had  always  resided 
in  that  country.     The   father  died  while  Thomas 


was  still  an  infant,  and  the  mother  married  George 
Jacikson,  after  which  event  the  famdy  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  while  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  in  his  sixth  year.  The  mother  died  in  Canton. 
To  his  parents  were  born  four  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are,  William, 
who  resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  our  subject. 
Mr.  Cooper  spent  the  days  of  his  childhood  in 
Fulton  County,  and  received  a  good  education  in 
the  schools  of  Canton.  He  engaged  in  various  oc- 
cupations until  the  month  of  September,  1880,  at 
which  time  he  formed  the  partnership  above  men- 
tioned. Mr.  Cooper  married  Miss  Maggie  A.  Turner 
in  July,  1884.  She  is  a  native  of  Fulton  County 
and  a  daughter  of  Horace  and  Mary  E.  Turner.  To 
them  has  been  born  one  child,  Horace  T.,  whose 
birth  occurred  October  28,  1889.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  a  gentleman  who  is  highly 
respected  both  in  business  and  social  circles  for  his 
pleasing  manners,  strict  integrity  and  generosity. 
The  firm  of  which  he  is  a  partner  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  in  the  county,  both  because 
of  the  fine  horses  and  conveyances  which  are  .always 
kept  on  hand,  and  because  of  the  popularity  of  the 
proprietors. 

J~  ESSE  T.  SWITZER  is  a  bright  and  wide- 
awake j'oung  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Canton,  and  has  a  promising  future  before 
him.  He  and  his  brother  C.  W.  operate  two 
farms  in  partnership,  one  in  Canton  Township,  and 
the  other  in  Farmington  Township.  Our  subject  is 
the  joungest  son  of  Jesse  Switzer,  one  of  Fulton 
County's  oldest  living  pioneers,  and  is  a  fine  type 
of  the  young  men  who  within  recent  years  have 
come  forward  to  aid  their  fathers  in  the  great  work 
so  well  begun  in  the  early  days  by  the  sturdy, 
hardj'.  self-sacrificing  early  settlers  of  this  region 
in  their  efforts  to  develop  its  rich  agricultural  re- 
sources. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  at  Blackjack, 
Canton  Township,  about  1833,  and  were  among  its 
first  pioneer  settlers.  For  further  parental  history 
see  sketch  of  J.  Switzer.     He  of  whom  we  write 
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was  the  youngest  cliiW  of  the  family  and  was  horn 
in  Canton  Township,  December  28,  1858.  He  was 
well  trained  by  his  father  and  mother,  and  was 
given  the  advantages  of  a  sound  education,  begun 
in  the  schools  of  Farmington,  to  which  his  parents 
removed  when  he  was  five  years  old,  and  com- 
pleted by  a  fine  course  of  study  in  the  Canton  High 
School.  He  was  thus  well  equipped  for  the  battle  of 
life,  and  when  it  became  time  fur  him  to  decide  what 
vocation  to  pursue,  he  selected  that  calling  which 
Horace  Greeley  called  "the  noblest  of  professions," 
and  has  become  a  practical,  skillful  farmer.  The 
farm  on  which  he  has  his  home  comprises  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  highly  productive  soil, 
whose  well- tilled  fields  yield  abundant  harvests  and 
a  desirable  income.  The  buildings  upon  it  are  of 
a  neat  and  substantial  appearance,  and  everything 
about  the  place  indicates  careful  attention  and 
well-directed  labor.  The  stock  that  our  subject 
and  his  brother  raise  is  of  a  good  grade,  and  they 
can  alwa3's  find  a  good  market  for  it. 

Mr.  Switzer  is  not  without  the  active  co-operation 
afforded  by  a  helpful,  capable  wife,  whom  he  ob- 
tained in  the  person  of  Miss  Lena  Miller,  to  whom 
he  was  wedded  December  22,  1885.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  D.  C.  Miller,  formerly  of 
Farmington. 

Mr.  Switzer  is  a  young  man  of  fine  phj'sique  and 
presence  and  of  good  mental  endowments.  He  is 
one  of  the  progressive  young  men  of  the  county, 
and  is  a  factor  in  its  material  advancement.  In 
politics  he  is  with  the  Republican  part}-  and  gives 
it  stanch  support.  He  is  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  of  his  district,  and  is  zealous  in  promoting 
educational  matters. 


OSEPH  ZWISLER.  The  old  a.Lige  tiiat 
practice  makes  perfect,  is  fully  verified  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Zwisler,  who  for  a  period  of 
years  running  back  to  1852,  has  been  stead- 
ily engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  contractor  in  differ- 
ent places,  and  is  at  the  present  writing  one  of  the 
leading  men  in   bis   trade  at   Canton.     He   gives 


special  attention  to  dwelling  houses,  and  has  built 
some  of  the  handsomest  residences  in  that  city. 

C)ur  subject  was  ushered  into  the  drama  of  life 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1834, 
being  the  son  of  Joseph  Anton  and  Mary  Ann 
(Miltenberger)  Zwisler,  who  was  a  turner  by  trade 
and  who  lived  and  died  in  the  Fatherland.  Our 
subject's  mother  died  in  the  old  home  in  1870, 
having  attained  her  seventy-second  year;  the 
father  being  about  eighty-four  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1876.  To  them  were  born 
five  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz: 
Franz,  a  farmer  in  Germany;  Theodore,  a  stone- 
mason in  the  old  country ;  Joseph :  Amelia,  wife 
of  Valentine  Zeller,  living  in  Germany;  Angeline, 
cigar  manufacturer  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Zwisler  was  educated  entirely  in  Germany, 
and  upon  changing  the  old  home  for  one  in  the 
United  States,  settled  first  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  where 
his  uncle,  Joseph  Zwisler,  kept  an  hotel.  After  re- 
maining with  this  kinsman  for  a  short  time,  our 
subject  commenced  to  work  as  a  carpenter  in  Mi- 
amisburg,  near  Dayton,  and  lived  there  two  years, 
during  which  lime  he  managed  to  get  a  good  start 
at  his  trade.  Coming  west  he  worked  for  a  long 
time  for  the  Ohio  &  Mississippi  Railroad,  and  af- 
terward went  to  Terre  Haute.  Ind.  But  when  four 
months  had  elapsed,  Mr.  Zwisler  came  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  remaining  in  Springfield  a  few  months, 
going  to  Sweetwater  at  a  later  date,  and  locating  in 
Canton  on  the  8th  of  August,  1857.  During  his 
long  residence  here,  he  has  won  numerous  friends, 
and  the  esteem  of  the  entire  community-.  Every- 
where and  among  men  of  every  class  and  nation 
true  merit  will  find  speedy  recognition,  and  a  wor- 
thy industrious  man  provided  of  course  he  pos- 
sesses agreeable  manners,  cannot  fail  to  meet  with  a 
cordial  reception  in  any  communitj-. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Wishon,  at 
Springfield,  in  185G.  She  was  born  and  reared  near 
Oliillicothe,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Baker  and 
Hannah  (Austel)  Wishon.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zwisler 
ten  children  have  been  born,  Louisa,  Elmlra  and 
Amelia  deceased,  Charles  Theodore,  a  resident  of 
Canton  and  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  married  Miss 
Nellie  McCoUy.and  has  one  child-Frank;  Charlotte, 
wife  of  Charles  Johnson,  a  carpenter  b^-  trade.  They 
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liave  two  children — Ralph  and  Blanch  ;  Anna,  sten- 
ographer in  Kansas  City;  Minnie,  Nellie,  Edwin, 
and  Frank,  the  latter  deceased. 

Mr.  Zwisler  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge 
in  Canton,  and  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  belongs 
to  the  United  Workmen.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
comes  from  a  nation  that  has  contributed  most  gen- 
erously to  the  population  of  the  United  States,  and 
among  the  many  nationalities  found  in  this  country, 
none  are  more  stead3%  enterprising  and  respected 
citizens  than  are  the  Germans.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Mrs.  Zwisler  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 


DDLSON  ABERNATHY.  Among  the  pros- 
perous agriculturalists  of  Farmers  Town- 
ship, the  gentleman  above  named  is  well 
ieserviug  of  mention.  He  is  the  fortunate 
of  six  hundred  acres  of  land  which  is 
finely  watered  and  especially  well  adapted  for  pas- 
ture, to  which  a  great  part  of  it  is  devoted.  Some 
two  hundred  head  of  cattle  may  be  seen  grazing 
upon  it,  while  other  good  stock  and  first-class  im- 
provements of  various  kinds  indicates  the  intelli- 
gence and  judgment  of  the  owner.  The  beautiful 
dwelling  now  occupied  by  the  family  was  erected 
by  our  subject  in  1872,  and  even  in  its  external  ap- 
pearance gives  evidence  of  the  presence  therein  of 
refined  womanhood. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  living  representative  of 
the  family  of  James  and  Hannah  (Throckmorton) 
Abernathy,  natives  of  AVest  Virginia,  who  removed 
to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  many  years  ago.  The  for- 
mer was  taken  thither  by  his  parents,  John  and 
Polly  Abernathy  during  his  early  boyhood  and  af- 
ter his  marriage  continued  to  reside  there  several 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Montgomery  Count}-, 
Ind.,  whence  in  1836  he  came  to  Central  Illinois, 
settling  where  his  children  now  abide.  The  land 
was  not  in  market,  but  a  Mr.  Knott  had  a  claim 
which  Mr.  Abernath}'  bought,  so  that  when  the 
sales  came  on  he  was  able  to  secure  the  tract.  His 
first  purchase  was  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 33  to  which  he  added  other  quarter  sections  in 


the  neighborhood.  During  his  life  he  owned  and 
partly  improved  about  six  hundred  and  fort}'  acres, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  sons  bringing  some  two 
hundred  acres  under  particularly  fine  cultivation. 
This  land  is  still  held  by  his  heirs. 

In  accordance  with  the  primitive  custom.  Mr. 
Abernathy  brought  his  family  hither  in  a  wagon. 
At  that  time  timber  land  was  in  great  demand,  as 
it  was  thought  that  within  a  few  years  the  groves 
would  be  destroyed  and  fuel  very  high.  This  was 
one  of  the  mo.st  erroneous  notions  prevailing  in 
those  days,  although  others  were  extant  which 
would  now  cause  a  smile.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject closed  her  eyes  to  earthl}-  things  on  tlie  home- 
stead in  1874,  the  father  following  her  to  the  tomb 
in  January,  1882.  They  had  buried  three  children 
and  had  six  living  when  called  hence,  all  of  these 
yet  surviving.  While  unloading  their  goods  and 
putting  them  in  the  little  log  cabin  which  was  to  be 
their  future  home,  a  little  daughter,  Bettie.  went 
into  the  woods  to  gather  nuts.  She  wandered  from 
the  little  clearing  until  thoroughly  bewildered,  but 
was  fortunately  found  by  a  lady  who  happened  to 
be  passing  through  the  forest  and  brought  home  to 
her  parents  before  they  had  become  alarmed  at  her 


The  life  of  our  subject  has  not  been  devoid  of 
misfortune  although  his  worldl}'  success  has  been 
quite  satisfactory.  During  the  '60s,  while  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business,  he  was  traveling  on  the 
"Q"  when  au  accident  occurred.  The  train  in 
the  caboose  of  which  he  was  seated,  was  not  flagged, 
and  was  run  into  b}-  a  heavy  train  during  the 
night,  the  engine  passing  through  three  full  lengths 
of  cars.  Mr.  Abernath}-  was  knocked  insensible 
and  upon  coming  to  found  his  left  arm  cut  about 
the  wrist,  permanently  crippling  him,  although  it 
was  not  found  necessary  to  amputate  his  iiand.  He 
received  damages  from  the  company  to  the  amount 
of  $2,500. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Abernathy  won  as  hi?  com- 
panion and  helpmate  was  formerly  known  as  Kattie 
Ann  Harris.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane 
(Swearingen)  Harris,  the  former  of  whom  was  the 
first  settler  of  Vermont,  this  county ,wherein  he  built 
the  first  three  houses.  He  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, while  the  Swearingens  came  from  the  neigh- 
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borlioort  of  Wheeling,  Va.  Tbis  family  was  of 
Revolutionar}'  stock.  Great-grandfather  Swearin- 
gf-n  and  his  wife  were  riding  on  a  liorse  toward  their 
homo  when  they  were  fired  upon  from  the  brush  by 
Indians.  The  wife  fell  to  the  ground  niurlally 
woun<led.  while  the  liusband,  himself  seriously  hurt, 
rode  on  to  the  fort  clinging  to  the  horse,  barely  es- 
caping with  his  life.  A  squad  immediately  set  out 
finding  the  wounded  lady,  who  had  been  scalped  but 
was  not  yet  lifeless,  being  able  to  speak  a  few  times 
before  she  breathed  her  last. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Abernathy  and  Miss  Harris 
was  celebrated  August  9,  1851,  and  has  been  blest 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 
The  first-born,  James,  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  County, 
Neb.,  has  been  recently  married.  John  Benton,  in 
1874,  whan  seventeen  years  old  left  the  harvest 
field  one  day  and  went  away,  since  which  time  he 
has  traveled  quite  exteDsivel3-,  visiting  nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union.  He  has  repeatedly  written  to 
his  parents,  telling  them  that  he  would  be  at  home 
some  time,  but  still  continues  his  journeyings.  Dur- 
ing his  school  dajs  he  was  cxtremel}'  studious  and 
apt  in  acquiring  knowledge.  William,  a  young 
man  of  good  education,  is  now  with  his  aunt  on 
the  home  place.  Ezra  lives  in  Table  Grove,  being 
married  and  having  two  sons,  the  elder  now  four 
years  old.  Hannah  Jane  and  George  Bennett,  a 
young  lady  and  gentleman  of  promise,  are  yet  with 
their  parents. 

Mr.  Aberuatliy  has  served  as  Assessor  and  Com- 
missioner of  Highways  many  terms,  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  father  iis  a  capable  Township 
officer.  The  family  is  a  Democratic  one  with  pro- 
hibition principles,  and  religiously  identified  with 
the  Christian  Church. 


^5iiiy::s5inirE 


ri^^  IRAM  HUNT.  There  is  something  about 
Wjiji  the  experience  of  a  pioneer  in  any  new 
llW^  country  vastly  interesting,  but  at  the  same 
(^  time  it  is  undoubtedly  fraught  with  man}- 
hardships  and  privations.  To  see  on  every  side  a 
long,  unbroken  stretch  of  land  covered  with  heavy 
timber,  or  a  carpet  of  wild  grass,  is   not  a  charm- 


ing sight  when  one  must  perforce  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  wilderness.  But  there  is  but  little 
doubt  about  the  fact  that  such  a  scene  develops 
all  one's  energies,  inspiring  one  with  undaunted 
courage  in  clearing  up  the  land  and  cultivating  it. 
Such  was  the  experience  of  Hiram  Hunt,  who  was 
numbered  among  the  first  pioneers  of  Pleasant 
Township,  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  its  present  prosperity,  and  making 
it  duly  a  pleasant  dwelling-place. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1818,  being  the  son  of 
Joseph  L.  and  Lydia  (Davenport)  Hunt,  natives 
of  New  York.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  Irish 
bj'  birth  and  education,  and  his  maternal  fore- 
fathers were  Scotchmen.  When  about  twelve  j'ears 
of  age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1834,  receiving  in  the  meantime  a  good  education. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came  alone  to 
Fulton  County,  continuing  to  make  this  his  home 
up  to  the  present  writing.  His  education  being  re- 
ceived in  the  subscription  schools  of  New  York 
and  Ohio  was  naturally  limited,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  schools  in  those  days  had  not  reached  their 
present  perfection,  but  he  has  always  been  fond  of 
reading,  and  has  consiquently  kept  himself  thor- 
oughly posted  upon  the  topics  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Hunt  commenced  agricultural  pursuits  at  an 
earl}'  age  and  has  met  with  marked  success  in  that 
line.  Upon  first  coming  to  this  State,  he  worked  out 
by  the  month,  receiving  only  $12  or  $14  per  month 
in  compensation  for  his  services.  He  next  ran  a 
threshing-machine,  one  of  the  old  style,  known  as 
"ground  thresher,"  his  being  the  first  one  in  Ber- 
nadotte  Township.  At  first  he  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Farmers  Township,  and 
improved  the  property  very  much. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  enlisted  in  the  late 
war  in  the  year  1861 — the  month  of  August — 
joining  Company  F,  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, becoming  thus  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  served  under  Rosencranz,  Thomas, 
Grant  and  Ahliman,  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain,  Chatta- 
nooga, Chickamauga,  and  numerous  others  of  minor 
importance.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in  1865, 
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and  immediately  returned  to  Fulton  County,  and 
purchased  the  estate  upon  which  he  now  lives.  The 
land  at  that  time  was  all  bush  and  timber,  and  he 
labored  hard  to  get  it  under  a  system  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hunt,  in  1838,  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Wal- 
lers, and  to  their  union  were  born  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz:  Jane,  wife  of 
Michael  Nunnamaker,  of  Warren  County;  Daniel, 
in  Nemaha  County,  Kan.;  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph 
Livingston,  of  Lewislown,  III.;  Sarah,  wife  of 
James  Ore  well,  of  Bernadotte  Township;  Annetta, 
wife  of  Melvin  Johnson,  of  Bernadotte  Township; 
and  Catherine,  wife  of  Charles  Mathews,  of  Pleas- 
ant Township.  His  first  wife  dying  in  December, 
1861,  our  subject  in  1865  married  Miss  Catharine 
Mackey,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  four  children,  viz:  Alice  S.,  Charles  E., 
Hiram   D.  and  George. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  the  rapid  strides  progress  has  taken  in  tliis 
county  and  township,  and  has  won  a  host  of  friends 
by  his  interest  in  public  matters  and  his  willingness 
to  assist  in  the  advancement  of  all  worthy  causes. 
He  served  at  one  time  as  Constable,  and  again  as 
Coroner  of  the  county.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  tiie  Democratic  parly,  a  most  liberal-minded 
and  public-spirited  gentleman,  and  one  held  in  the 
highest  esleeui  by  the  entire  community. 


J-n  OHN  A.  WALTERS.  Esq.,  has  been  for 
many  years  prominently  identified  with  tlic 
I  agricultural  interests  of  this  county,  and 
)  until  recently  was  the  proprietor  of  a  finely- 
improved  farm  on  section  20,  Cass  Townsliip.  This 
farm,  for  which  he  paid  $1,650  was  supplied  witii 
substanliiil  improvements,  including  neat  and  com- 
modious buildings,  and  was  in  every  respect  well- 
improved  and  well-managed.  Mr.  Walters  is 
numbered  among  the  influential  citizens  of  Smilii- 
field,  and  here  and  in  other  towns  where  he  lias 
dwelt  he  has  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  Ihe  luan- 
.nt,'ement  of  public  affairs,  holding  many  important 


offices,  and  this  community  values  him  as  one  of  its 
best  members,  whether  as  a  civic  officer,  or  in  his 
private  capacity. 

Mr.  Walters  was  born  March  27,  1825,  amid  the 
beautiful  scenes  of  Slicuaudoah  Valley,  Rocking- 
ham County,  Va.  His  father,  Thomas  V.  AValters, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  fam- 
ily was  an  old  Virginian  family  which  had  its 
origin  in  Germany.  The  first  to  come  to  this 
country  arrived  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
and  served  in  a  Virginian  regiment  during  that 
struggle.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Polly 
AVoods,  and  her  family  came  from  Wales  to  this 
country,  and  located  in  Virginia. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  there  made  tlieir  home  until  after  the 
mother's  death.  The  father  then  bound  out  his 
children,  and  went  to  Kentucky,  where  he  stayed  a 
short  time.  His  next  move  was  to  the  pioneer  set- 
tlements of  Illinois  in  1836.  He  located  at  Center- 
ville,  now  Cuba,  where  he  established  himself  in 
the  mercantile  business.  He  afterward  bought  some 
land  in  Cass  Township,  and  opened  up  a  farm  there, 
his  death  occurring  at  an  advanced  age,  March  12, 
187  1.  He  had  married  a  second  time  in  Kentucky, 
but  his  wife  is  now  deceased.  Four  of  the  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  liim  of  his  first  marriage,  grew  to  ma- 
turity. Two  of  the  four  children  of  his  second 
marriage  are  now  living. 

John  Walters  was  bound  out  at  ten  years  of  age 
to  a  farmer,  and  staid  with  him  until  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  He  suffered  much  from  the  hard 
treatment  that  he  received  at  the  bands  of  his 
cruel  master,  and  he  and  his  twin  brother  Parmenas 
A.  were  so  abused  that  they  finally  took  courage 
to  run  away,  and  left  their  places  "between  two 
days,"  starting  out  on  fool  for  Illinois.  They  had 
to  hide  in  the  day-time  in  the  mountains,  to  avoid 
pursuit,  and  only  traveled  at  night.  They  finally 
made  their  way  to  their  father  at  Cuba,  and  our 
subject  was  sent  to  school,  and  in  the  spring  went 
to  work  for  a  farmer  near  Waterford.  We  next 
hear  of  him  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  employed 
in  breaking  prairie,  and  digging  for  minerals.  In 
the  fall  of  1848  he  returned  to  Virginia  on  a  visit, 
and  staid  there  eighteen  months.  When  he  came 
back  to  Cuba,  he  brought  his  sister  wiih  him.    The 
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ensuing  .year  he  was  engaged   in   woriting  around. 

.Mr.  Walters  was  married  in  1851,  to  Estiier  Wil- 
son, a  daugliter  of  William  and  Esther  (Rumsey) 
Wilson,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland  and  Phila- 
delphia. Her  father  was  a  sailor  for  seven  years, 
and  came  to  Illinois  in  1830  with  his  family,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  |)ioneers  of  Bernadotte  T'own- 
ship.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  dead.  i^Irs. 
Walters  was  born  in  March,  1831.  She  ilied  in 
18.5G,  and  both  the  children  born  of  her  marriage 
are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Walter's  second  marriage 
which  was  consummated  November  3,  1859,  was 
with  Mary  Carpenter.  She  was  born  February  2, 
1840,  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  and  received  her 
education  in  the  district  schools.  Her  parents  were 
George  and  Mary  (Graham)  Carpenter,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Virginia  and  Maryland.  After  their 
marriage  they  lived  in  Ohio  fifteen  years,  then  in 
Indiana  seven  years,  and  from  there  removed  back 
to  Ohio,  and  lived  there  nine  years  and  then  came 
to  Fulton  Count}-,  III.  Their  marriage  had  been 
solemnized  in  Fayette  Countj',  Ohio,  and  it  was  the 
year  l.S;J(J  when  thpy  settled  in  McDonougli  County, 
this  State.  The}'  afterward  lived  nine  years  in  Cass 
Township,  and  then  bought  a  farm  between  Cuba 
and  Srailhfleld.  He  died  June  20,  1874,  and  she 
April  20,  1882.  The  following  five  of  their  nine 
children  are  still  living:  William,  who  lives  in  Cuba; 
Elizabeth,  ths  wife  of  Robert  Quillan;  Fannie,  wife 
of  George  Maguire,  of  Cuba,  Mrs.  Walters,  and  Al- 
bert O.,  of  Smithfield. 

After  his  first  marriage,  our  subject  settled  on  a 
farm  on  section  13,  Cass  Township,  where  J.  M. 
Herbert  now  resides.  He  remained  there  but  a 
short  time,  however,  and  when  his  twin  brother 
went  to  California,  they  divided  up  the  property, 
and  our  subject  sold  out  his  share  and  bought  a 
place  on  section  24,  Bernadotte  Township.  He 
soon  disposed  of  that  place,  and  purchased  an 
eighty-acre  farm  in  Bureau  County.  Later  he  came 
back  to  this  county  and  invested  in  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  25,  Cass  Township,  and  then 
.sold  his  Bureau  County  property  to  Alexander 
Hull.  After  six  months  residence  in  Cass  Town- 
ship, he  sold  out  there  to  William  Wilson,  and  again 
bought  two  hundred  acres  on  section  18,  and  re- 
moved to  that  place.     After  the  death  of  his  wife 


he  took  up  his  residence  in  Cuba,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  there  for  about  a  year. 
In  the  meantime  he  invested  in  a  ninety  acre  tract 
on  the  west  line  of  this  county.  He  closed  his  busi- 
ness in  Cuba  and  returned  to  farming. 

Mr.  Walters  and  his  present  wife  began  their 
wedded  life  on  the  farm  mentioned  on  section  18, 
and  spent  two  years  there.  He  then  purchased  the 
estate  which  is  now  the  property  of  Samuel  Baugh- 
man,  and  there  eight  j'ears  were  passed.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  sold  and  bought  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  17,  and  actively  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation  fifteen  years  before  he  dis- 
posed of  it,  and  became  the  proprietor  of  a  place  in 
Smithfield,  upon  which  he  dwelt  five  years.  He 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  on  sec- 
tion 30,  and  rented  it,  and  then  bought  the  Philip 
Derst  place.  He  finally  sold  his  out  of  town  prop- 
erty, and  removed  to  a  farm  on  section  20,  which 
he  sold  two  months  later,  and  then  bought  the 
farm  which  he  sold  in  1 890.  He  now  owns  eight  acres 
of  finely  tilled  land,  of  which  seven  and  one- half 
acres  are  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Smithfield, 
and  also  has  six  lots  in  Quillan's  Addition. 

Mr.  Walters  has  seen  and  experienced  much  of 
pioneer  life,  and  has  contributed  his  quota  towards 
bringing  about  the  great  change  that  has  been 
wrought  by  the  hand  of  man  in  making  this  a  well- 
developed  wealthy  country  since  he  came  here  on 
foot  when  a  boy.  Wherever  he  has  dwelt  he  has 
been  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  sound  understanding 
and  excellent  business  qualities,  whose  character  for 
honor,  truthfulness  and  unimpeachable  integrity 
was  of  the  highest.  His  fellow  citizens  have  felt 
they  could  safely  trust  important  offices  in  his 
hands,  feeling  assured  that  the  duties  resting  upon 
him  would  be  discharged  faithfully  and  without 
fear  or  favor.  Thus  he  has  been  School  Director 
for  years.  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of 
twenty-four  years,  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
Notary  Public,  was  several  times  Supervisor  of 
Cass  Township,  and  was  Township  Assessor  for  four 
terms,  besides  serving  as  Grand  Juryman  for  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  Cuba  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
having  been  a  charter  member  of  the  same.  He 
is  a  man  of  considerable  education  and  of  great 
intelligence,  and  since  he  came  to  Fulton  County 
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lie  has  taught  five  terms  of  school.  His  principles 
as  a  politician  are  strongly  Democratic,  and  also 
favor  temperance,  he  being  a  zealous  Prohibition- 
ist. We  may  remark  in  this  connection  that  Mrs. 
AValters  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  politics, 
and  is  a  stanch  Republican.  They  are  both  active 
and  influential  in  religious  matters,  he  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
Steward  and  Trustee  thereof,  while  she  belongs  to 
the  LTnited  Brethren  Church.  They  both  possess 
genial,  sunny  temperaments,  know  well  how  to  enjoy 
life,  and  are  social  favorites,  their  pleasant  home 
being  the  center  of  genuine  hospitalitj^  which  at- 
tracts a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


_^P  LLEN  EDWARDS  owns  and  occupies  a  well 
EM  developed  and  valuable  farm  in  ElJisville 
Township.  It  consists  of  one. hundred  and 
eleven  and  a  half  acres  on  section  6,  lying 
on  the  first  and  second  bottoms  of  the  Spoon  River, 
and  is  tillable  throughout  its  entire  extent.  When 
taken  possession  of  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  February, 
1883,  the  property  was  much  run  down.  By  well- 
directed  efforts  it  has  been  brought  to  a  good  con- 
dition, being  now  su()plied  with  neat  fences,  good 
farm  buildings  of  various  kinds,  and  an  orchard 
having  been  set  out  upon  it.  The  modern  barn, 
which  is  one  of  its  adornments,  was  put  up  in  1889. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  near 
Rarden,  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  April  10,  1828.  His 
father  was  Jesse  Edwards,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
whose  history  is  noted  at  greater  length  in  the 
sketch  of  Samuel  Kdwards  found  elsewhere  in  this 
Album.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  in 
his  boyhood  learned  the  various  details  of  country 
life  and  labor.  He  attended  the  subscription  and 
free  schools,  walking  three  miles  to  the  temple  of 
learning.  This  was  a  log  buildiVig,  with  a  huge 
fireplace,  greased  paper  windows,  slab  benches  and 
no  desks  except  that  along  the  wall  at  whicii  the 
writing  exercises  were  done. 

Young  Edwards  was  but  four  years  old  when  his 
father  died  and  when  he  was  sixteen  he  took  charge 
of  the  farm  he  had  helped  to  clear  and  cultivate. 


He  carried  it  on  for  his  mother  until  his  marriage 
in  1851,  then  rented  it  for  a  time.  He  subsequently 
bought  eighty  acres  of  the  homestead,  built  a  home 
and  farmed  theie  until  1864.  Feeling  called  upon 
to  aid  in  the  defense  of  his  country  he  volunteered 
October  1,  and  was  enrolled  in  Company  G,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  Ohio  Infantr}^ 

Mr.  Edwards  was  mustered  into  the  service  at 
Camp  Denison  and  with  his  comrades  stationed  at 
Columbia,  Tenn.,  where  they  did  guard  duty  until 
the  return  of  Hood.  They  then  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville,  chased  the  forces 
of  the  rebel  General  across  the  Tennessee  River 
and  returned  to  Columbia  to  continue  their  guard 
duties  until  June.  Our  subject  was  transferred  to 
the  Ore  Hundred  and  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry, 
Company  D,  and  sent  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  he 
acted  as  a  guard  until  his  term  expired.  September 
28,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville  and  re- 
ceiving an  honorable  discharge  returned  to  Ohio 
to  be  paid  off  at  Columbus.  His  hearing  was  in- 
jured by  the  concussion  of  a  cannon  which  was 
fired  over  his  head  .at  Nashville. 

Mr.  Edwards  returned  to  his  f(jrnier  home  and 
occupation.  During  the  fall  he  and  his  brother 
William  rigged  up  teams  and  came  to  Illinois,  being 
twenty  da3-s  on  their  way  to  this  county.  Thej' 
spent  the  winter  here,  but  oui'  subject  tuinking  the 
weather  too  severe,  returned  to  Ohio  in  April, 
1866.  He  settled 'on  his  place  there  and  continued 
his  farming  operations  until  the  fall  of  1870.  He 
then  sold  and  removed  to  Cass  County,  Mo.,  by 
team,  locating  on  improved  land  near  what  is  now 
the  west  line  of  the  county.  He  bought  fifty  acres, 
continued  the  improvements  and  rented  other  land, 
occupying  the  cabin  which  stood  upon  the  farm. 
Our  subject  did  not  like  hard  pan  and  dry 
weather  and  in  1875  rented  his  property  and  came 
to  J^llisville,  journeying  as  before  wiih  a  team.  He 
first  rented  a  farm  in  Deerfield  Township,  operating 
two  hundred  acres  for  six  years.  He  then  rented 
in  Young  Hickory  Township  a  twelvemonth,  after 
which  he  purchased  his  present  home.  The  deed 
was  made  out  in  the  fall  of  1882  but  he  did  not 
take  i)OSSCSsion  until  the  following  February.  Its 
nearness  to  Ellisville,  which  is  distant  but  three- 
fourths    of  a  mile,  gives  it  a   special  value.      Mr. 
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Erlwards  gives  his  attention  principally  to  tlie  cul- 
tivation of  grains,  but  also  raises  hogs  in  consider- 
alilo  numbers.  He  generally  has  from  one  hundred 
Id  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  head  of  a  high 
grade.  He  keeps  graded  draft  horses,  finding  use 
for  two  teams  almost  continually. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  September  28, 1851.  His  bride  was 
Miss  Catherine  McCann,  a  native  of  that  county, 
born  near  West  Union.  Her  father,  Thomas  Mc- 
Cann, a  Fennsylvanian,  was  an  early  settler  in 
Oliio,  and  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  potter  on  his 
farm.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
family  of  our  subject  and  his  good  wife  comprises 
five  children.  Burris  M.  is  a  carpenter  in  Ellis- 
ville;  Morton  died  in  Ellisville  Township,  February 
10,  1887,  leaving  a  daughter,  Nellie,  who  is  with 
her  grandparents,  our  subject  and  wife; Sarah  Eme- 
line  married  Martin  \Veaver,  a  farmer  iu  Young 
Hickory  Township;  George  B.  is  hfs  father's  assis- 
tant at  home;  Samuel  S.  is  attending  Knox  College 
at  (Jalesburg. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  been  the  incumbent  of  several 
of  the  township  offices.  In  commemoration  of  his 
army  life  he  bears  a  part  in  the  workings  of  Cas- 
per Schleish  Post,  No.  618,  G.  A.  R.  He  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party.  On  another  page 
the  reader  will  notice  a  view  of  the  comfortable 
residence  of  Mr.  Edwards,  with  its  rural  sur- 
roundings. 

OllN  BERRY,  the  owner  and  occupant  of 
an  excellent  farm  on  section  1,  Lewistown 
Township,  was  born  near  Newport,  Ver- 
{(^j})  million  County,  Ind.,  in  September,  1840. 
His  grandfather,  John  Berry,  is  believed  to  have 
been  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  spending  his  last  years  there. 
Elijah  Berry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  was  quite  young  when  taken  to 
Ohio,  and  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Licking  County, 
and  there  married  Elizabeth  Kendall,  who  was 
born  in  ^'irginia  December  25,  1802.    Her  parents, 


Enoch  and  Sarah  (Dennis)  Kendall,  removed  to 
Ohio  about  1814,  settling  in  Licking  County,  in 
which  they  were  pioneers.  Both  died  on  the  farm 
which  they  had  reclaimed  from  the  wilderness. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  from  the 
Buckeye  State  to  Indiana  in  1824,  making  their 
removal  with  teams,  camping  and  cooking  on  the 
way,  as  was  a  common  custom  before  the  facili- 
ties of  travel  made  other  means  available.  They 
nettled  in  Vermillion  County,  which  was  at  that 
time  but  little  developed  and  largely  covered  with 
timber.  Building  the  log  cabin  in  which  our  sub- 
ject was  born,  the  husband  set  himself  to  work  to 
clear  and  cultivate  a  portion  of  the  land  which  he 
had  obtained.  He  resided  thereon  until  1845,  then 
sold  and  removed  farther  westward,  bringing  a  part 
of  his  household  goods  with  him  in  wagons.  He 
located  in  Lewistown  Township,  this  county,  rented 
land  for  a  few  years,  and  then  bought  a  heavily- 
timbered  tract  on  section  1.  He  erected  a  log 
house,  which  is  still  standing  and  occupied  by  his 
widow.  In  it  he  breathed  his  last  in  May,  1867,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 

The  mother  was  well  skilled  in  the  arts  of  spin- 
ning and  weaving,  which  were  considered  a  neces- 
sary part  of  a  girl's  education  during  her  youth. 
For  some  years  after  her  marriage  she  made  all 
the  cloth  used  in  the  family,  the  material  for  which 
was  raised  on  the  farm.  She  is  now,  in  the  eighty- 
eighth  year  of  her  age,  able  to  recall  much  of  in- 
terest connected  with  the  development  of  the 
county,  as  well  of  pioneer  work  in  other  parts  of 
the  Mississippi  Valley.  She  has  reared  nine  chil- 
dren, named  respectively:  Lucinda,  Philip,  Isaac, 
Rachel  (these  born  in  Ohio),  Enoch,  Matilda, 
Nancy,  Mary  Jane  and  John. 

Our  subject  was  five  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  this  county,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  He  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion, was  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  im- 
bued with  good  principles.  He  assisted  his  father 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  until  he  arrived  at 
manhood  and  then  commenced  life  for  himself  on 
rented  land.  After  a  few  years  he  purchased  the 
property  he  now  occupies,  which  is  a  well-improved 
tract,  bearing  a  complete  line  of  substantial  build- 
ings.    The    fertile   acreage   yields   abundantly  of 
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various  grains  and  is  tlic  source  of  a  sufficient,  in- 
come to  surround  the  family  with  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  A  view  of  tliis 
fine  place  appears  on  another  page. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  our  subject 
was  Louisa  Byers.  Their  family  consists  of  twelve 
children,  named  respectively:  Amanda,  Leonard, 
Lura,  Lester,  Lizzie,  Ida,  Willie,  Viola,  Edie,  Alice, 
Elmer  and  Yernie,  who  are  being  carefully  reared 
and  given  tlie  educational  advantages  which  will 
aid  in  fitting  them  for  useful  and  honorable  lives. 
The  principles  of  Democracy  meet  with  the  hearty 
approbation  of  Mr.  Berry,  wlio  never  fails  to  cast 
his  vote  for  the  party  of  his  choice. 


■^  AMES    M.    AVILSON,    book-keeper   of    the 
'■     London  Cla}^  Company,  is  one  of  the  most 


f 

I  prominent  citizens  of  London  Mills,  and  well- 
(^^y  known  in  this  vicinity  as  an  educator  and 
business  man.  His  paternal  ancestry  is  Irish  and 
his  maternal  Scotch,  facts  which  would  readily  be 
guessed  by  a  student  of  national  characteristics,  as 
he  combines  the  acute  perceptions  and  vivacious 
energy  of  one  with  the  prudence  and  determination 
of  the  other. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  June  27. 
1855,  near  Bloomfield,  Ind.  His  earlj'  days  were 
passed  on  the  farm  and  he  attended  the  district 
school  until  nineteen  years  old.  He  then  engaged 
in  leaching,  his  first  term  being  in  the  homo 
district,  and  his  calling  being  afterward  pursued  at 
various  places.  After  leaching  one  terra  he  spent  a 
year  in  study  at  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School 
at  Terre  Haute,  after  which  he  pursued  his  chosen 
vocation,  taking  part  in  county  institutes,  etc.,  until 
1876.  He  then  took  a  teacher's  course  in  the 
Normal  School  at  Bloomington,  following  it  with  a 
two  years  attendance  in  the  High  S<  hool  at  Worth- 
ington.  During  the  last  jear  of  tiiis  lime  he 
taught  two  classes  in  the  High  School,  and  the  next 
year  he  took  charge  of  the  grammar  department. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  first  class  wiiicii  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Worthington  High  .School,  took  the 
second   honors  and  was   valedictorian.     The  class 


numbered  eight  students  and  the  lady  who  took  first 
j  honors  stood  but  one-h.-ilf  per  cent,  above  young 
Wilson. 

Mr.  Wilson  retained  his  position  in  the  Worth- 
ington grammar  school  two  years,  then  taught  at 
Switz  City  one  3'ear.  He  then  returned  to  Worth- 
ington. established  his  home  there  and  labored  in 
that  vicinity,  most  of  the  time  traveling  for  differ- 
ent firms,  until  the  fall  of  1884.  On  account  of 
the  ill-health  of  bis  wife  he  then  came  to  this 
county,  where  he  resumed  his  former  occupation  in 
the  Bryant  school.  He  had  taught  but  a  month 
when  his  wife  became  so  much  worse  that  he  re- 
turned to  Worthington.  He  received  a  call  from 
Plymouth  to  take  charge  of  a  certain  department  in 
the  High  School  there,  in  which  the  pupils  were  very 
unruly,  so  much  so  that  the  j'oung  man  in  charge 
had  been  unable  to  keep  order.  In  December  Mr. 
AVilson  assumed  the  position,  determined  to  con- 
quer or  die,  and  he  succeeded  in  establishing 
peace  and  order,  although  at  the  cost  of  several 
knock  down  arguments.  He  received  the  highest 
testimonials  from  the  Superintendent  and  leading 
citiiens,  who  declared  that  the  work  he  had  done 
was  the  best  ever  accomplished  there. 

Mr.  Wilson  resigned  the  position  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  his  wife  was  failing,  and  retiirned  to  her 
side.  The  loving  couple  were  forced  to  part  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1885,  after  a  wedded  life  of  less  than  live 
years.  Their  marriage  had  taken  place  in  Worth- 
ington September  15,  1880.  Mrs.  Wilson  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Gussie  Crook  and  was  a  native  of 
Worthington,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Sarah  C.  Crook. 
Her  father  was  a  merchant  at  Sholes,  and  also 
Treasurer  and  Sheriff  of  Martin  County. 

In  June,  1885,  Mr.  Wilson,  in  connection  with 
two  other  teachers,  organized  a  teachers'  summer 
Normal  School  at  Worthington  and  had  a  large  at- 
tendance. At  the  close  of  the  second  term,  in 
October,  he  wished  to  make  a  change  and  wrote  to 
Mr.  Bo3'er,  Superintendent  of  Fulton  County 
Schools,  regarding  a  position.  Mr.  Bo^'er  held  an 
interview  with  the  Director  at  London  Mills  and 
our  subject  was  sent  for  to  take  charge  of  the  school 
in  that  town.  He  held  his  position  until  the  spring 
of  1887,  when  he  was  elected  Police  Magistrate. 
While  discharging  the  duties  of  this  office  be  drifted 
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into  legal  work  on  petty  cases,  and  a  business  as 
Collecting  Agent,  and  these  he  still  continues.  In 
the  spring  of  1890  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Village  Board  and  resigned  from  the  Police  Mag- 
istracy. In  July,  1890,  he  became  book-keeper  for 
the  London  Clay  Company,  the  largest  firm  of  the 
kind  in  the  county-. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  solem- 
nized in  Loudon  Mills  April  1,  1886,  his  bride  being 
Miss  p:ilen  Reed.  That  lady  was  born  in  Orange 
Township,  Knox  County,  reared  there,  and  well 
educated,  being  also  instructed  in  useful  habits  and 
noble  principles.  She  is  the  fifth  child  of  William 
and  Malinda  (Randall)  Reed,  who  are  still  living, 
the  former  being  sixty  and  the  latter  fifty-eight 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Reed  was  born  in  Ohio,  but 
reared  in  Illinois  from  the  age  of  seven  years.  He 
followed  farming  in  Knox  County  a  number  of 
years,  then  sold  his  property  and  removed  to 
London  Mills,  entering  the  employ  of  the  London 
Clay  Company.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Reed  was  born  near  Lebanon.  Ind.,and  was 
in  her  teens  when  she  became  a  resident  in  Knox 
County.  Her  father,  Jedediah  Randall,  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  followed  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing, in  which  he  had  a  high  reputation  for  his  dis- 
ciplinary ability  and  skill  in  imparting  knowledge. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are  uine  in 
number.  James  W.  is  a  grocer  in  London  Mills; 
Mrs.  Mary  Rosenbury  lives  in  Galesburg;  Mrs. 
Charlotte  A.  Downard  in  London  Mills;  Mrs.  Emma 
J.  Struble  in  Galesburg;  Martha  Ellen  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Margaret  H.  is  with  her  parents; 
Mrs.  Alice  A.  Schanning  lives  in  Peoria;  Mrs. 
Harriet  A.  Moore  in  Galesburg;  Franklin  still  lives 
with  his  parents. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Wilson  became  the 
father  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  when 
about  three  mouths  old.  Madge  is  with  her  father, 
and  the  home  is  further  gladdened  by  the  presence 
of  a  daughter,  Nettie,  the  offspring  of  the  second 
marriage.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  has  lieen  a  delegate  to  the  connt}'  convention. 
His  bright  mind  and  fine  education  fit  him  for 
more  than  ordinary  usefulness,  and  his  talents  arc 
turned  to  good   account,  not    only  in  the  different 


lines  of  business  in  which  he  is  engaged,  but  in 
various  matters  which  will  advance  the  status  of 
the  community  in  morals  and  finances.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  holds  the  oflice  of  Trustee,  and  an 
efficient  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school,  of  which  he 
was  Superintendent  one  year. 

Grandfather  Wilson,  whose  given  name  was 
Josiah,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  upon  emigrating  to 
America  located  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.  He 
cleared  a  farm  and  became  well-to-do.  His  relig- 
ious faith  was  that  expressed  by  the  Presbyterian 
creed.  His  son  Joseph,  who  was  born  in  Allegheny 
County,  removed  to  Indiana  soon  after  his  mar- 
riage. He  purchased  land  in  Greene  County  from 
the  Erie  Canal  Company,  and  beginning  at  the 
foundation,  had  a  successful  career.  He  cleared 
his  land,  made  various  improvements,  and  sur- 
rounded his  family  with  comfort  and  plenty.  He 
died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty- five  years.  He 
was  a  radical  Abolitionist  until  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  was  issued,  and  in  later  years 
staunchly  supported  the  Republican  party.  He 
belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Joseph  Christy,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  emigrated  to 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  He  was  a  merchant  in 
Calcutta,  actively  engaged  in  his  vocation  until 
his  death.  His  daughter  Hannah,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Wilson,  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  and  since  the  death  of  her  husband  has 
made  her  home  with  our  subject.  She  has  one 
other  child,  a  son,  William  C,  who  is  farming  near 
Pawnee  City,  Neb. 

""^i  ■        ^"-    c=Jfa    ''*  ej^I" 

JnOHN  S.  HARDIN.  Waterford  Township 
is  the  home  of  many  intelligent,  industrious 
j  and  prosperous  farmers,  who  from  a  small 
/  beginning  have  won  a  competence,  securing 
a  considerable  amount  of  land  and  surrounding 
themselves  with  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
which  heart  can  wish.  Among  tiiis  number  may 
be  mentioned  John  S.  llar<liii,  who  in  addition  to 
his  reputation  as  an  agrindturisl.  is  well    known  as 
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a  man  of  much  intelligence,  honorable  anceslrj', 
and  Christian  character. 

Mr.  Hardin  was  born  in  Jlaleigh,  N.  C,  March 
23,  1816,  and  in  his  native  place  spent  his  days  un- 
til seventeen  years  old.  He  attended  school  until 
he  was  ten  years  old,  then  entered  a  general  mer- 
chandise store  in  which  he  worked  off  and  on  for 
six  years.  After  he  had  entered  his  teens  as  before 
noted,  he  left  liome  and  went  to  Warren  County, 
Tenn.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  with 
a  brother.  After  eight  j  ears  spent  in  that  business 
»he  became  fireman  on  a  steamboat  and  was  pro- 
moled  from  time  to  time  until  he  reached  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  master.  For  ten  years  he  held 
such  a  position,  having  charge  of  various  boats 
during  the  time. 

Mr.  Hardin  came  to  this  county  in  the  fall  of 
1.S48,  rented  land  for  three  years  and  worked  at 
odd  jobs  during  the  first  decade  of  his  residence. 
His  first  purchase  of  land  was  ten  acres  on  section 
12,  Waterford  Township,  in  the  fall  of  1851.  He 
soon  afterward  bought  the  adjoining  thirty  acres, 
built  a  shanty  and  lived  thereon  for  a  considerable 
lime.  From  time  to  lime  he  has  added  to  bis 
lamled  estate  until  he  now  possesses  three  hundred 
and  seven  broad  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
under  cultivation,  lying  nearly  in  a  body.  He  has 
divided  liis  attention  between  the  cultivation  of  the 
fruils  of  the  earth  and  the  raising  of  stock.  In  his 
aorieultural  pursuits,  as  in  the  other  occupations 
which  he  has  pursued,  be  has  ever  shown  a  disposi- 
tion 10  improve  bis  opportunities  by  means  of  un- 
flnufging  industry  and  persistence. 

The  pleasant  liome  of  Mr.  Hardin  is  presided 
over  by  one  who  became  his  wife  October  20,  1846. 
Prior  to  that  time  this  lady  had  been  known  as 
Sarah  Ann  Hamilton.  She  was  born  in  Shelby 
County,  this  State,  June  6,  1832,  to  John  J.  and 
Susannah  (Little)  Hamilton.  Her  father  is  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  was  an  early  settler  in  Shelby 
County,  this  State,  and  now  lives  in  Hood  County, 
Tex.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton was  also  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  Slate.  Mrs. 
Hardin  is  one  in  a  family-  of  eleven  cliiidren,  eight 
of  wiiom  grew  to  maturity.  Two  were  killed  by 
the  Indians  in  Texas. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  have  iiad    twelve 


children,  viz:  John  J.,  Benjamin  F.,  and  Saman- 
tha  deceased;  Spicey,  now  Mrs.  Ames;  Jonas 
Henry,  William  P.,  Mrs.  Emily  Hadsell,  and  Isaac, 
deceased;  James  W. ;  George  0.  Both  parents 
have  been  meml)ers  of  the  church  for  fort}'  j'ears, 
Mr.  Hardin  being  identified  with  the  Church 
of  Christ  and  Mrs.  Hardin  with  the  Baptist  Churcii. 
The  worth  of  Mr.  Hardin  has  been  recognized  by 
his  fellow-citizens  in  the  bestowal  upon  him  of 
various  offices,  among  them  being  those  of  Con- 
stable and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  wife  is  equally 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  the  usefulness  of  her 
life  and  the  nobility  of  her  character. 

The  original  member  of  the  Hardin  family  in 
America  was  Solomon,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Virginia.  In  that 
Colony  his  son  Benjamin  was  born  and  reared,  tlie 
occupation  of  bis  childhood  being  to  herd  cattle. 
He  would  tie  himself  up  in  a  tree  while  herding  and 
frequently  spend  the  night  in  that  position.  During 
the  Revolutionary  War  the  British  stole  many  of 
the  animals.  A  portion  of  the  Colonial  Army,  led 
by  Gen.  AVashington,  passed  the  Hardin  plantation 
one  day  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  called  at  the 
house  and  bought  a  large  herd  for  their  consump- 
tion. Benjamin  Hardin  was  present  at  the  inter- 
view and  was  so  much  impressed  by  Gen.  Washing- 
ton's appearance,  that,  although  but  sixteen  years 
of  age,  he  decided  to  follow  that  leader.  A  few 
days  later  he  shouldered  an  old  flint-lock  musket 
and  started  on  the  trail  of  the  army,  reaching  it 
after  many  trying  experiences.  He  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to  his  native 
State  and  settled  down  to  farming.  At  one  time  he 
owned  a  large  amount  of  land  upon  which  he  pur- 
sued farming  and  stock-raising  quite  extensively 
for  that  day.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- two 
j'ears,  breathing  his  last  in  Tennessee.  Our  subject 
has  very  distinct  recollections  of  him  and  his  tales 
of  the  Revolution. 

The  next  in  the  line  of  descent  was  Richard  M. 
Hardin,  a  son  of  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was 
born  and  reared  on  a  farm  in  Virginia.  After 
growing  to  maturity  he  went  to  Raleigh,  N.  C, 
and  secured  a  position  as  cabin  boy  on  a  vessel  that 
sailed  to  ports  in  England,  China  and  West  India. 
He  followed  a  seafaring  life  many  j-ears,   working 
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up  from  his  first  i)osition  to  that  of  master  of  the 
ship.  He  finally  besame  a  ship  owner  but  after  a 
considerable  lapse  of  time,  sold  this  vessel  and  re- 
tired to  a  farm  in  Anson  County.  N.  C.  The  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  and  at 
Raleigh,  his  demise  takina:  place  in  the  city  at  tlie 
age  of  seventy  years.  The  wife  of  this  gentleman 
was  Spioey  A.  Lafo,  who  was  born  in  France  and  so 
far  as  is  known  came  to  America  with  her  parents 
in  childhood.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Hardin 
six  children  were  born  of  whom  the  following  grevv 
to  maturity:  James  G.,  John  S.,  Lucinda,  AVilliam 
H.  and  Wilson  P. 


J  JASPER  N.  WOLF.  It  is  not  necefesai'y  for 
a  visitor  to  the  rural  districts  to  under- 
stand agriculture  in  order  that  he  may  know 
'  whicli  are  the  good  farmers  of  the  section. 
The  sight  of  tumbled  down  fences,  weedy  fence 
corners,  machinevy  exposed  to  wind  and  weather, 
and  inadequate  shelter  for  slock  and  crops  is  sulfl- 
cient  to  stamp  the  proprietor  of  a  farm  as  one  lack- 
ing in  enterprise  and  judgment.  Well-built  farm 
structures,  neat  fences  and  fields  where  useful  grain 
has  the  upper  hand  of  tlie  weeds,  are  equally  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  skill  and  energy  of  him  under 
whose  management  this  state  of  things  obtains. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  farmers  of  Orion  Township,  his 
line  farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  18.  The  greater  part  of  his  attention  is 
given  to  raising  horses.  He  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  township,  being  a 
son  of  Thomas  S.  and  Johanna  (Coleman)  AVolf. 
The  parental  family  comprised  eight  daughters  and 
six  sons,  of  whom  four  daughters  and  four  sons  are 
yet  living.  Of  these  Elizabeth  married  Seth  Barnes; 
Jacob  C.  married  Helen  Howe;  and  Sarah  married 
Henry  Motsinger.  all  of  whom  reside  in  Canton 
Township,  tliis  county.  Johanna  became  the  wife 
of  William  Hurley  and  is  living  in  Nebraska; 
Jeremiah  P.,  married  Emma  Wise,  their  home  being 
in  Canton ;  William   W.  married   Hester  E.    Kelly 


a)id  lives  in  the  same  town;  Emma  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Amos  Hemenover,  their  home  being  near  Bloom- 
ington. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  this  town- 
ship March  22,  1850,  and  received  all  the  advan- 
tages which  his  worthy  parents  could  bestow  upon 
him  In  the  way  of  home  training  and  influence,  and 
educational  privileges.  On  July  3,  1873,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susan  O.  Wolfe,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  who  has  made  of  his  abiding-place  a  true 
home  and  who  has  many  friends  in  the  community. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  have  five  children,  namely: 
Zulema  born  July  23,  187G;  Lola  C,  April?.  1878; 
Ralph  M.,  November  20,  1880;  Orrel  E.,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1882;  and  Alfred  Truman,  March  10,  1885. 

Among  the  Democrats  of  Orion  Township,  Mr. 
Wolf  occupies  a  prominent  position  as  a  worker  in 
behalf  of  the  p!'inciples  in  which  he  believes.  He 
has  been  Road  Overseer  eight  years  and  School  Di- 
rector nine  years,  in  each  capacity  winning  laurels 
as  an  efficient  public  servant.  He  is  a  reliable 
citizen,  an  intelligent  man  and  one  whose  life  wins 
respect  from  those  aliout  him. 


lS^^HORNTON  H.  FLEMING,  M.  I).  How  often 
l(f(^\  is  it  the  case  that  men  of  superior  mental 
'\^/  ability  are  the  victims  of  physical  suffering. 
Almost  it  would  seem  that  each  life  must  have 
some  cross  to  bear  through  the  earthly  pilgrim- 
age, and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  no  exception 
to  the  general  rule,  being  a  great  sufferer  from 
rheumatism.  Through  the  whole  of  his  active 
career.  Dr.  P^leming  v;as  forced  to  endure  the  pangs 
of  this  disease,  and  at  different  times  has  been  com- 
pelled to  use  crutches. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  an  old  and  aristocratic 
family  of  Virginia,  the  Flemings  through  several 
generations  having  come  from  that  State,  and  being 
at  all  times  prominent  in  public  and  social  affairs. 
The  Doctor's  birth  occurred  near  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  1810,  his 
parents  being  Thornton  and  Sarah  (Cohagen)  Flem- 
ing, natives  of  the  same  State. 

Dr.  Fleming's  grandfather— Samuel    Fleming — 
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was  a  Colonel  in  the  English  army,  but  resigning 
that  position  came  with  his  family  to  the  United 
Stales,  settling  in  that  grand  old  State  that  has  con- 
tributed so  many  noble  sons  to  the  country,  and 
the  home  of  so  many  cultured  families.  Three  of 
his  sous,  Samuel  Jr.,  Robert,  and  Thomas,  enlisted 
in  the  American  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  lost  their  lives  while  doing  service;  the 
youngest  son  (our  subject's  father)  being  a  young 
collegiate  student  at  that  time.  Samuel  Fleming 
was  killed  by  one  of  his  slaves. 

Our  subject's  father  receive  Ian  excellent  educa- 
tion, and  entered  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  ministry. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  marriage 
had  only  one  daughter.  The  second  marriage  was 
with  our  subject's  mother,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children  ;  viz.,  Grace  Ann  ;  Thornton  H ;  LeRoy 
C.  and  Sarah  J.,  of  whom  Dr.  Fleming  is  the 
only  one  living  at  the  present  writing.  During  the 
later  years  of  his  life  the  father  moved  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  that  State  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 
Thus  our  subjpct  spent  part  of  his  youth  in  the  old 
southern  home,  and  part  in  the  northern  one,  and 
in  this  way  gained  a  knowledge  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  each.  He  attended  school  in  Penns3'l- 
vania  until  sixteen  years  old,  and  then  entered 
Madison  College,  Uniontown.  the  same  State,  and 
graduated  from  this  college  in  the  year  1824.  It 
was  here  that  our  subject,  when  a  boy,  knew  James 
G.  Blaine  quite  well. 

After  completing  his  education.  Dr.  Fleming 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  James  C.  Fowler.  M.  D.,  and  in  1838  was 
graduated  from  the  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  He  entered  into  a  partnership  with  his  old 
perceptor,  Dr.  John  B.  Pithian,  at  Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania,  practising  there  until  1846,  at  which 
time  he  came  AVest,  locating  at  Waterloo,  Illinois. 
In  1848  our  subject  moved  to  Liverpool  but  finally-, 
in  1853,  made  a  permanent  location  in  Canton.  At 
present  he  does  no  active  work,  only  attending  old 
friends,  and  a  number  of  poor  people,  who  except 
for  his  kindness  would  suffer. 

Dr.  Fleming  has  been  twice  married,  both  times 
in  Pennsylvania.  First  to  Miss  Hannah  Bentle_v, 
in  June  1834.  3he  was  a  daughter  of  Schesch 
Bozzor  Bcntley  and  died  one  year  after  her  marri.age 


In  184G  our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Nutt, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ruhamah  (Sisley)  Xutt. 
She  died  in  Canton  in  1878,  leaving  one  son — 
LeRoy  C.  This  son  married  Miss  Pliene  Piernie 
in  1873,  of  which'union  has  beenDborn  one  child; 
Harry  Purdy.  LeRoy  C.  Fleming  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  in  this  (  ounty. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  does  not  belong  to  any 
secret  societies,  or  churcli,  having  rather  original 
ideas  upon  these  subjects.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
done  an  immense  amount  of  good  for  poor  people 
who  needed  medical  treatment  and  were  unable  to 
pay  for  same;  and  while  this  generosity  has  pre- 
vented him  from  accumulating  a  large  fortune, 
though  he  has  a  competence  for  old  age — the  Doc- 
tor is  happy  in  the  consciousness  of  having  per- 
formed his  duty  in  the  strictest  way.  He  "was 
especially  kind  to  the  soldiers'  families  during  the 
war. 

Dr.  Fleming,  in  1861,  was  appointed  Army  Sur- 
geon for  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Regiment,  but  after  reaching  Mississippi,  was  forced 
by  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatism  to  return  home. 
He  is  still  a  great  sufferer  from  this  disease,  but 
surrounded  by  a  host  of  loving  friends  and  admir- 
ing neighbors,;he  passes  the'years  comfortably  and 
hapjiily.  In  "politics  the  Doctor  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. 


OHARLES  W.  SWITZER  takes  a  leading 
.  part  in  advancing  the  agricultural  interests 
^_^  '  of  Farmington  Township,  where  he  has  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  34,  and 
eighty  acres  on  section  32.  He  and  his  brother 
Jesse  J.,  carry  on  their  operations  in  partnership, 
the  latter  occupying  a  farm  in  Canton  Township. 
A  representative  of  the  native-born  citizens  of  this 
county',  our  subject  is  a  son  of  one  of  its  earliest 
settlers,  Jesse  Switzer,  Sr.,  who  is  still  living  in 
our  midst. 

The  parents  of  Charles  Switzer  were  natives  of 
Maryland.  They  came  to  this  county  in  an  earl}' 
day  of  its  settlement  and  were  among  its  most 
worthy  pioneers.  The  father  is  still  living,  having 
attained  the  advanced  age  of  eightj^-two  years.  He 
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was  in  his  day  as  stout,'hard}'  and  vigorous  as  any 
of  his  fellow  pioneers,  and  did  as  mueli  work  in  the 
(lcvoloi)ment  of  liie  uoriculture  of  liie  county,  as 
lie  was  ail  indefatigable  laborer  and  in  due  course 
of  time  accumulated  a  comfortable'property. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
on  his  father's  old  homestead  in  Canton  Township, 
February  6,  1844.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  on 
a  farm,  receiving  from  his  father  good  practical 
training  in  agriculture,  and  his  mother  carefully  in- 
stilled into  his  mind  principles  of  right  conduct  in 
life.  He  was  much  indebted  to  her,  as  every  boy 
is  to  a  good,  careful  mother.  Her  maiden  name  j 
was  Rilla  Worrell.  j 

Mr.  Switzer  has  been  very  ranch  prospered  in  , 
his  farming  ventures,  and  is  very  successful,  par-  j 
ticularly  as  a  stock-feeder.  His  cattle  are  of  good  j 
grades  and  bring  good  prices  when  sold,  and  he  i 
markets  from  fifty  to  sixty  fine  hogs  each  year.  His  | 
buildings  are  ample  and  well-arranged,  and  he  has  } 
a  fine  looking  place  under  his  management.  j 

Mr.  Switzer  was  married  January  18,  1881,  to  a 
very  excellent  lady.  Miss  Margaret  Miller,  a  daugh- 
ter of  IJ.  D.  and  Mary  H.  (Robb)  Miller,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  died  December  1,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Switzer  have  established  a  home  that  is  described 
as  lieing  a  perfect  paradise  of  good  cheer  and  hos- 
pitality. They  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Clifford,  Louis  and  Lysle. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  fine  physique  and  good 
brain   power.     He  is  unpretentious  in  his  manner, 
yet,  withsl,   is  one  of   the    most   considerate    and 
kindly  of  men,  and  is  highly  thought  of  by  the  en-    | 
tiro   community.     Iti   his   political   views  he  is  de-    I 
cidedly  a  Republican. 


f^ARAH  A.  MANROSE  derives  both  pleas 
£  ure  and  profit  from  the  management  of  her 
Jl)  estate,  which  is  located  on  section  20,  Lee 
Township,  and  bears  a  full  line  of  excellent 
im|)rovements.  Although  quite  advanced  in  years, 
Mrs.  Manrose  is  in  full  possession  of  all  her  facul- 
ties, and  manages  her  business  affairs  without  aid. 
She  is  a  clear  headed   woman,  who  asks  no  advice, 


but  manifests  so  much'energy  and  good  judgment 
in  business  matters,  together  with*'kindliness  and 
general  intelligence,]that  she  commands  the  respect 
and  honor  of  all  with  whom  she  comes  in  contact. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Samuel  and 
Betsey'  (Piatt)  Robertson,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Fairfield  County,  Conn.  They  lo- 
cated in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  about  1806,  re- 
mained there  until  1827,  and  then  took  up  their 
residence  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  the  hus- 
band died  in  1843.  The  widow  came  to  this  State 
and  breathed  her  last  herein  1856.  The  worthy 
couple  were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: riatt.  Burr,  Betsey  and  Sarah,  the  latter  being 
the  only  one  now  living.  It  has  been  more  than 
thirty-two  years  since  Betsey  passed  away,  and  the 
brothers  had  preceded  her  to  the  tomb. 

Mrs.  Manrose  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.Y., 
May  15,  1815.  In  her  girlhood  she  was  taught  the 
arts  which  our  foremothers  found  necessary  and 
convenient,  and  for  many  years  she  made  her  own 
clothes  from  the  raw  material.  She  prepared  the 
wool,  spun  it,  wove  it  into  cloth  and  then  made 
the  garments  therefrom;  she  has  never  hired  but 
one  dress  made  in  her  life.  She  still  has  in  her 
possession  a  beautiful  shawl  which  she  made  from 
the  raw  wool  many  years  ago.  She  also  has  a  very 
fine  linen  towel  which  her  grandmother  made  when 
slie  was  eighty-two  years  old.  In  addition  to  these 
relics  of  the  olden  time,  Mrs.  Manrose  has  a  set  of 
cups  and  saucers  that  were  used  at  her  sister's  wed- 
ding, sixty-four  years  ago. 

In  Brunson,  Ohio,  in  1831,  the  lady  of  whom  we 
write  was  united  in  marriage  to  Philander  Man- 
rose,  who  was  born  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1810.  Mr.  Manrose  was  a  carpenter  and  followed 
his  trade  in  Ohio  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to 
this  county  and  engaged  in  farming.  An  improved 
tract  of  one  hundred  acres  was  purchased  and  gen- 
eral farming  carried  on  by  Mr.  Manrose  until  his 
death  in  1878.  One  of  the  strongest  characteris- 
tics of  that  gentleman  was  his  fondness  for  home 
and  the  pleasure  he  took  in  domestic  life.  He  was 
verj-  temperate  in  all  things  and  was  liighlj'  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  When  called  from 
time  to  eternity  his  mortal  remains  were  deposited 
in  the  Baptist  cemetery. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manrose  there  came  five  sons 
and  four  daugliters,  named  respectively:  David, 
Lucy  A.,  Burr,  Betsey,  Daniel,  Charles,  Caroline, 
Mary  and  Fitcli.  The  youngest  son  now  lives 
with  his  mother,  carrying  out  her  wishes  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm;  Betsey,  Daniel  and  Caro- 
line are  deceased.  The  descendants  of  Mrs.  Man- 
rose  number  ninety —nine  children,  forty-nine  grand- 
children and  thirt3'-two  great-grandchildren.  They 
are  scattered  over  the  country  as  far  West  as 
AVashington.  Mrs.  Manrose  is  a  believer  in  the 
doctrine  of  universal  salvation  and  is  identified 
with  the  Universalist  Chureli  at  Avon. 


J^  AMES  T.  McMAHON.  He  who.se  name 
heads  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  partners  of 
the  fi'-m  of  Cooper  ct  McMahon,  of  Canton, 
Fulton  Count3%  111.,  and  is  a  prosperous  and 
wide-awake  young  business  man.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Joshua  Township,  this  county  and  State, 
April  23,  1850.  He  is  the  son  of  Michael  and 
Elizabeth  (McXamar)  McMahon,  the  father  being 
of  Irish  descent,  and  coming  to  America  while  still 
in  his  youth,  the  mother  being  a  native  of  Fulton 
County  and  living  at  the  present  time  on  the  old 
lioraeslead.  Their  marriage  look  place  here  nearly 
fifty  years  ago,  and  the  father  died  January  1,  1888 
having  attained  his  eighty-fourth  year.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children  all  of  whom  are  living, 
viz:  Mary,  Sarah,  (Dailey);  James  T.;  Michael,  who 
is  a  prosperous  farmer  in  this  county;  John,  a  com- 
mercial traveler;  Dennis,  a  farmer;  and  Lizzie. 
James  spent  his  early  youth  on  the  farm  attending 
the  district  school  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Thomas  Cooper  in 
the  livery  business  at  Canton,  111.  They  are  equally 
interested  in  this  business,  are  fast  friends,  and  are 
meeting  with  marked  success.  In  October,  1881, 
Mr.  McMahon  married  Miss  Ellen  Rafferty,  a  resi- 
dent of  this  place,  and  daughter  of,Patrick  Rafiferty. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  viz: 
Freddy,  born  in  1882;  and  Allie,  born  in  1886. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs  McMahon  are  faithful  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  the  former  be- 


longs to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  of 
this  city.  By  their  great  and  untiring  interests  in 
the  social,  business,  and  religious  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  they  reside, they  have  endeared 
themselves  to  their  neighbors,  and  won  numerous 
friends.  The  firm  of  Cooper  &  McMahon  are  do- 
ing a  splendid  business,  being  well  supplied  witii 
good  horses  and  conveyances,  and  having  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  prominent  people  throughout  this 
county. 


/p^EORGE  H.  KLINE,  who  is  successfully  op- 
'11  |__,  erating  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres 

'^^41  of  choice,  well-tilled  farming  land,  on  sec- 
tions 30  and  31,  Farmington  Township,  is  a  native- 
born  citizen  of  this  State,  and  though  yet  a  young 
man  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  early  manhood,  he 
has  already  made  a  good  place  for  himself  among 
the  prominent  farm_ers  of  this  community. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Andrew  H.  Kline,  who 
came  to  Illinois  and  became  one  of  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  this  county,  making  his  home  in  Canton 
Township.  His  father  also  located  in  that  town- 
ship. The  father  of  our  subject  was  marrietl  in 
Pennsylvania  to  a  Miss  Mary  Martin,  of  Franklin 
County,  that  St.ate.  He  died  on  May  6,  1890,  round- 
ing out  a  useful  life  of  seventy  years.  He  was  a 
practical  skillful  farmer,  and  accumulated  a  hand- 
some competence  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
quite  an  extensive  landowner,  having  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  acres  in  Farmington  Township, 
two  hundred  and  eightj'-five  in  Canton,  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  McDonough  Count}'. 
His  wife  died  on  July  6,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixt}- 
five  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Anna  B.,  Amanda  C,  Susan  I.,  John 
F.,  George  H.,  and  Alice  I.  Mary  E.  married  Henry 
Michael  of  Canton;  she  is  the  only  child  deceased. 
The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  August 
10,  1862,  in  Marshall  County,  111.,  where  his  parents 
were  then  living  on  a  farm.  They  subsequently 
removed  to  Canton  Township,  and  there  he  was 
reared.  He  received  the  basis  of  his  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  then  attended  the  busi- 
ness college  in  Canton  where  he  pursued   a  good 
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course  of  study  tliat  has  been  of  benefit  to  him  in 
his  business  transactions.  He  had  a  natural  talent 
for  agricultui-al  pursuits,  and  early  chose  the  noble 
profession  of^a^farmer,  as  Horace  Greeley  styled 
it,  and  is  carrying  on  liis  labors  with  sound  practi- 
cal ability  and  witli  a  success  that  has  amply  justi- 
lied  his  selection  of  a  vocation. 

Mr.  Kline  was  married  on  February  17,  1885,  to 
Miss  Mary  See,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
(Coleman)  See,  of  Farraington  Township.  She  is 
the  third  of  a  family  of  four  daughters.  Her 
mother  is  now  deceased.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  established  one  of  the  coziest  and  happiest 
iiomes  in  Farmington  Townshii),  and  their  pleasant 
household  is  completed  by  tiie  presence  of  the  child 
born  to  them  October  4,  1888,  whom  they  have 
named  Verna  Zoe. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  man  of  many  pleasant 
social  qualities,  and  of  sterling  habits  and  he  is 
well- liked  by  the  entire  community.  He  possesses 
intelligent  views  on  all  subjects  of  general  interest, 
|)articularly  on  political  questions,  and  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 


ATTHIAS  LINGENFELTER  resides  on 
section  30,  Banner  Townshi)),  where  he 
^  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  finely-improved 
land  which  he  devotes  to  diversified  crops. 
The  buildings  that  have  been  erected  upon  the 
estate  are  neat  and  substantial,  sufficiently  commo- 
dious for  their  respective  uses,  and  include  every 
necessary  and  convenient  edifice.  Mr.  Lingenfel- 
ter  pursues  his  calling  with  zeal  and  intelligence, 
winning  from  the  soil  an  abundant  share  of  the 
various  grains  which  he  cultivates,  and  in  this  way 
securing  for  himself  and  family  all  of  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Jlr.  Lingenfelter  is  of  good  hlood,  being  a  de- 
scendant of  George  Lingenfelter,  who  came  from 
Holland  to  America  during  the  Revolution.  That 
gentleman  had  a  son,  Jacob,  born  in  Baltimore 
County,  Md.,  and  he  in  turn  became  the  father  of 
a  son,  Jacob,  who  was  the  immediate  progenitor  of 
our  subject.     The  last  named  Jacob  Lingenfelter 


married  Sarah  Claar,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
removed  to  this  State  with  his  family  in  the  spring 
of  1848.  He  settled  in  Buckheart  Township,  this 
county, where  he  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  also  breathed 
her  last  in  this  county,  passing  away  in  November, 
1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty  seven.  The  family  of  the 
worthy  couple  consisted  of  thirteen  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  now  living,  our  subject  the  second  in 
order  of  birth. 

The  gentleman  whose  life  history  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
February  21,  1833.  He  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  which  he  followed  for 
about  thirty  years.  He  still  works  at  it  at  times  in 
connection  with  his  farming  and  four  of  his  sons 
have  learned  the  same  trade.  In  1854  Mr.  Lin- 
genfelter rented  a  farm  in  Buckheart  Township, 
conducting  it  while  still  working  at  his  trade  for 
two  years.  He  then  bought  a  part  of  the  estate  he 
now  occupies,  adding  to  it  until  it  reached  its  pres- 
ent size  and  bringing  it  up  to  a  high  position  of 
cultivation  and  improvement. 

On  July  12,  1855,  Mr.  Lingenfelter  was  happily 
married  to  a  lady  of  genuine  worth,  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Miss  Rebecca  Evans.  She  was  born 
in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  February  21,  1838,  and 
is  therefore  the  junior  of  her  husband  precisely 
five  years.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Morland)  Evans.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lingenfelter  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six- 
teen children,  five  of  whom  are  deceased.  The 
record  of  the  survivors  is  as  follows:  Joseph  E., 
born  December  9,  1857,  married  Dora  Shaw  and 
lives  in  Buckheart  Township;  John  P.,  born  April 
4,  1860,  married  Hester  Westerfleld  and  lives  in 
Buckheart  Township;  Jacob  A.,  born  December 
18,  1861,  married  Ella  Johnson  and  lives  in  Far- 
mington; Anna  A.,  born  February  7,  1865,  married 
Samuel  Westerlield  and  lives  in  Buckheart  Town- 
ship; Ida  E.,  born  December  18,  1866,  married 
Gary  Westerfield,  and  lives  in  Banner  Township; 
Sarah  S.,  born  March  16,  1868,  married  Lewis 
Johnson,and  lives  in  Buckheart  Township;  Matthias, 
Jr.,  born  January  2,  1871,  is  unmarried  and  yet 
with   his   parents;  Barbara  E.,   born   February   12, 
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1872,  married  H.  C.  Dowlar,  and  lives  in  Banner 
Township;  Riciiard  E.,  born  December  ;!,  1S73; 
Clyde,  February  1,1882,  and  Liielhi,  SUxwU  20. 
1885,  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Lingenfelter  is  an  active  worker  in  the  r.inks 
of  tlie  Republican  part}',  and  in  the  Dunkard 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  consistent  member 
for  years  and  in  whicli  lie  holds  the  office  of  second 
degree  in  the  ministry.  He  has  served  as  School 
Director  for  eighteen  years  and  i.s  now  Trustee. 
Mrs.  Lingenfelter  is  also  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Dunkard  Churcli  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  her. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Lingenfelter  is 
shown  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


SRA  V.  ELROD.  The  history  of  any  country. 
State,  or  county  must  depend  in  a  great  raeas- 
/li  lire  upon  the  lives  of  tliose  men  who  by  indus- 
try, natural  ability  and  perseverance  iiave  achieved 
success  for  the  interest  with  which  it  inspires  the 
general  reader  therefore  a  liistory  of  Fulton  County, 
HI.,  would  in  no  measure  be  complete  without  a 
description  of  him  whose  name  heads  the  sketch. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Mason  County,  Ky.,  on 
February  22,  1820,  but  at  the  early  age  of  ten 
years  he  moved  with  his  father,  Michael  Elrod  and 
his  step-mother  to  Adams  County,  near  Aberdeen, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Elrod's  grandfather,  Thomas  Elrod 
was  the  first  white  child  born  west  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountains,  and  about  fourteen  miles  from  Pitts- 
burg. His  father  was  an  Englishman  of  some 
note.  The  subject  of  the  sketch  lost  his  mother 
while  still  in  the  tender  years  of  childhood.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Miss  Ruth  Evans,  her  father  be- 
ing a  Welshman,  and  her  mother  a  native  of  the 
Emerald  Isle. 

Mr.  Elrod  received  only  a  moderate  education 
in  the  schools  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  and  when 
only  seventeen  years  of  age  left  his  father's  house 
to  brave  the  world  and  achieve  for  himself  fame 
and  fortune.  His  first  venture  was  made  in  the 
.Stale  of  Illinois  and  he  was  forced  to  depend  en- 
tirely' upon  his  natural  ability,  having  at  his  com- 


mand no  financial  assistance.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  receiving  as 
remuneration  for  his  se>  vices  only  ^10  per 
month.  In  1840  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Vail,  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Elrod 
in  1846  purchased  the  estate  upon  which  he  now 
resides,  and  which  at  that  lime  embraced  but  eighty 
acres  of  laud,  with  ten  in  a  state  of  cultivation. 
The  house  in  which  he  lives  was  on  the  farm,  but 
not  completed,  but  by  dint  of  industry  and  su- 
perior judgment  lie  has  increased  this  estate  to 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  has  improved 
the  house  in  a  most  perfect  manner. 

On  June  4,  1890,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elrod  held  their 
golden  wedding  at  which  one  hundred  and  sixty 
guests  were  present,  most  of  whom  were  children 
of  people  who  lived  in  Bernadotte  Township.  To 
them  no  children  have  been  born,  but  they  have 
adopted  several,  in  fact,  eight  or  ten,  and  two  of 
them  were  married  from  Mr.  Elrod's  home.  In 
politics  the  subject  of  the  sketch  was  first  a  Whig. 
He  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  twice  and  continued 
to  be  interested  in  the  same  party  until  the  univer- 
sal right  of  suffr.age  was  given;  but  concluding 
that  this  was  entirely  against  the  interest  of  the 
country  he  cast  his  lot  and  influence  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Mr.  Elrod  has  at  all  times  and  un- 
der all  circumstances  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
affairs  of  this  count}-,  and  served  his  township  for 
fifteen  years  as  Supervisor,  and  served  .as  Chairman 
in  1889.  He  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Lewistown,  and  about  1874  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ipava  where  he  has  been 
a  Deacon  ever  since.  A  liberal  supporter  of  all 
church  matters,  and  the  welfare  of  his  neighbor- 
hood, Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  School,  and 
a  most  generous  and  thoroughly  upright  man,  lie 
has  naturally  won  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  Mr.  Elrod  is  also  ac- 
tively interested  in  educational  matters,  a  fact 
which  is  definitely  proven  by  his  good  service  as 
School  Director  through  the  p.ast  tliiity  years. 
During  the  late  war  he  was  a  hearty  supporter  of  the 
National  Government,  and  besides  furnishing  a  sub- 
stitute at  a  cost  of  ^1,100  he  was  exceedingly  active 
!  in  raising  the  war  quota  of  Bernadotte  Township.  He 
I   has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for 
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nearly  forty  years,  first  of  Lodge  107  at  Lewistown, 
and  later  of  Lodfje  213  Ipava,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  for  ten  consecutive  years.  Mr.  Elrod  has 
always  devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  though  in 
connection  with  this  occupation  he  has  at  different 
liiiii'S  invested  in  stock  for  shipment.  He  is  a 
natural  mechanic,  having  planned  two  large  and 
handsome  barns  that  st.-'.nd  at  present,  on  his  farm, 
and  for  a  time  after  settling  on  his  present  place 
was  a  carpenter  and  contractor.  In  this  capacity 
lie  l)uilt  a  number  of  houses  and  several  saw  mills. 
Mr.  Elrod  was  President  of  the  Fulton  County 
Agricultural  Society,  but  for  his  services  did  not 
charge  or  receive  any  compensation  whatever,  his 
one  aim  being  to  benefit  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  county  at  large.  To  such  men  as  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  the  broad  and  prosperous  land 
over  which  the  Stars  and  Stripes  wave  so  majes- 
tically owes  the  honor  which  it  everywhere  leceives. 
His  popularity  is  alike  great  in  business  and  social 
circles,  and  he  has  many  warm  personal  friends 
who  fully  appreciate  his  worth  and  his  natural  kind- 
ness. 


JnOIIN  L.  BARRICK.  Probably  no  resident 
in  Lee  Township  is  better  deserving  of  repre- 
I  sentation  in  this  volume  than  .John  L.  Bar- 
'  rick,  who  was  left  fatherless  and  motherless 
at  an  earlj'  age,  and  who.  reared  among  strangers, 
has  pursued  a  course  which  has  resulted  in  secur- 
ing for  him  the  hearty  respect  of  those  who  know 
him.  and  given  him  a  proud  rank  among  the  farm- 
ers and  landowners  of  the  county.  The  visitor  to  his 
pleasant  home  will  find  a  well-regulated  establish- 
ment, where  good  stock  in  sufficient  numbers,  im- 
proved machinery,  and  a  complete  line  of  well-built 
edifices  add  to  the  value  of  the  naturally  fertile 
soil.  The  estate  consists  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  acres  on  sections  I'J,  20,  and  30,  which  are  de- 
voted by  the  intelligent  owner  to  the  purposes  of 
general  farming. 

The  parents  of  our  subject)  are  believed  to  have 
been  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  he.  himself,  at 
Utica  Mills,  Frederick  County,  Md.,  in  May,  1825. 


The  mother  died  when  our  subject  was  about  tliice 
years  of  age,  leaving  the  lather  with  seven  chil- 
dren to  caie  for.  He  was  a  cooper  b\'  trade,  and 
going  to  Washington  County  for  better  opportuni- 
ties of  employment,  he  died  soon  after,  leaving  his 
orphans  without  a  home.  The  youngest  child,  our 
subject,  became  an  inmate  of  the  household  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwards  who  lived  at  Williamsport, 
Washington  County,  and  remained  with  them  until 
the  death  of  Mr.  Edwards,  when  the  youth  was 
twenty  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  young 
Barrick  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  cari)enter  and 
joiner,  at  which  he  served  an  apijrenticeship  of 
four  years.  He  worked  at  it  in  Deerfield,  Akron, 
and  Talmage,  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  in  other 
towns  for  some  years. 

February  22,  1847,  Mr.  Barrick  led  to  the  hy- 
meneal altar  Miss  Lydia  Hughes,  who  was  born  at 
Holleyhead,  North  AVales,  in  1824.  The  bride  was 
the  fifth  child  of  her  parents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Williams)  Hughes,  who  were  also  born  in  North 
Wales,  and  who  had  emigrated  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
in  1832.  During  that  year  the  father  died  of  the 
cholera,  and  so  likewise  did  one  of  his  sons. 

In  1856  Mr.  Barrick  removed  with  his  family  to 
this  State,  locating  at  Bushnell,  where  he  resided 
about  two  years  and  a  half.  He  then  removed 
to  a  farm  near  the  town,  remaining  there  until  the 
spring  of  18G6,  when  he  bought  eiglity  acres  of  his 
present  farm.  By  dint  of  industry  and  good  man- 
agement, aided  by  the. prudence  of  his  companion, 
he  was  able  ere  long  to  add  to  his  farm,  which  from 
year  to  year  has  been  made  still  nK>re  remunerative 
and  valuable. 

The  family  of  our  subject  is  made  up  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Thalia  V.,  now  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Hawn;  Rosabella  A.,  wife  of  S.  R.  Nickerson, 
of  Onarga;  Margaret  I.,  now  living  in  South  Da- 
kota, her  husband  being  Myron  Nickerson,  a  Aletli- 
odist  minister;  Lewis  E.,  who  married  Carrie 
Steach,  and  lives  on  section  20,  Lee  Township;  Ly- 
dia, wife  of  George  W.  Thompson,  their  home  be- 
ing in  McDonough  County. 

Mr.  Barrick  acted  with  the  Democratic  party 
until  about  six  years  ago,  but  is  now  a  Prohibition- 
ist. He  was  a  candidate  for  Representative  on  the 
Prohibition  ticket,  au(l  received  eighteen  votes  in 
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Lee  Township.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  worker  for 
the  cause  of  temperance.  He  has  belonged  to  the 
Metiiodist  Episcopal  Church  forty  seven  years,  and 
held  the  offices  of  Recording  Steward,  Class-Leader, 
and  Steward.  He  has  been  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  is  now  Vice-President  for  Lee 
Township,  of  tlie  Fulton  County  Sundaj^-sciiool 
Association.  He  has  been  Commissioner  and  School 
Director,  both  in  Bushnell  Township,  McDonougii 
County,  and  liere.  Mrs.  Barricit  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having  united 
witii  that  denomination  when  but  eleven  years  of 
age. 


^^EORGE  LALICKER,  who  resides  on  section 

"    ' tlie 

the 


^<;=^  ii.(j klt n,  ijAL.iVjivii.u,  WDO  resides  on  seci 
11  3,  Pleasant  Township,  is  the  oldest  of 

*^^^   pioneers  of  this  place  that  is  living  at 


u 

present  time.  His  birth  occurred  in  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  April  7.  1821,  he  being  the  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Lalicker.  His  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  and  figured  in  the  Revolution- 
ary AVar,  dying  when  our  subject  was  only  two 
years  of  age.  His  mother  breathed  her  last  about 
four  3-ears  later,  and  thus  at  a  tender  ago  he  was 
left  without  his  natural  protectors. 

Mr.  Lalicker  spent  part, of  the  time  with  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Thomas  France,  but  while  quife  j'oung, 
commenced  to  shift  for  himself,  and  in  this  waj'  ac- 
quired excellent  business  habits,  and  great  indus- 
try. In  1831,  he  came  with  his  sister  to  Fulton 
County,  and  here  he  received  a  moderately  good 
education.  The  schools  in  a  new  country  are  al- 
ways poor,  and  in  those  days  educational  matters 
did  not  receive  the  same  attention  that  they  do  at 
this  date.  Though  what  the  world  terms  a  self- 
educated  man,  he  has  acquired  a  goodly  amount 
of  information,  and  like  so  many  that  come  under 
that  class,  has  succeeded  better  than  the  average 
collegiate  graduate. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Rebecca  Parvin,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Hosea  and  Eliza- 
beth (France)  Parvin.  natives  of  Kew  York  and 
Ohio  respectively.  Mrs.  Lalieker's  birth  occurred 
April  7,  1824.  in  Clermont  County,  but  in  1832 
she  removed  with  her  pareiits  to  Fulton  County, 


settling  in  the  northern  part  of  Pleasant  Township. 
Her  parents  were  among  the  first  to  locate  here,  and 
a  few  days  after  their  arrival  the  mother  died,  and 
in  1884  the  father  passed  away  from  the  scene  of 
earthly  joys  and  sorrows.  Her  father  was  twice 
married,  and  had  a  large  farailj^  of  children,  of 
which  those  now  living  are  as  follows:  Rebecca, 
Mrs.  Lalicker;  William,  Henry,  Hosea,  Jasper, 
George;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Andrew  iSIajdand;  and 
James. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lalicker  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  viz:  Hily  A.,  wife  of  Hamilton  Bedwell, 
of.'Marshall  County,  Kan;  John  and  Mary  deceased; 
William;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Andrew  Ilarvick,  of 
Ple.asant  Township;  Susan,  wife  of  William  Shago, 
of  Marshall  County,  Kan.;  Amanda,  wife  of  Josiah 
Crick,  of  Marshall  County,  Kan.;  Eva,  wife  of  Jo- 
seph Morgan,  of  Pleasant  Township;  and  Mary 
(deceased.) 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  naturally  endured  many 
hardships  as  pioneers  of  the  county,  and  settled 
first  on  section  28.  Four  of  Mrs.  Lalieker's  broth- 
ers served  in  the  Civil  War,  taking  part  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  Mr.  Lalicker  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  on  the  Ides  of  March,  1861,  and  has 
continued  to  reside  here  since.  His  estate  com- 
prises two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  valu- 
able farming  land,  two  hundred  of  which  are  well 
cultivated.  He  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  much  interested  in  local  politics, 
and  everything  that  advances  the  community  in 
which  he  makes  his  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  is  in  fact,  a  man  whose  sketch 
will  do  honor  to  our  volume,  and  piove  interesting 
to  the  many  friends  who  hold  him  in  the  highest 
possible  esteem. 


J~?OHN  EFFLAND.  This  gentleman  is  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  a  fine  tract  of  land 
I  on  section  31,  EUisville  Township,  which  in 
'  its  improvement  and  general  appearance 
will  compare  favorably  with  any  estate  in  the 
count}-.  It  consists  of  forty  acres,  occupying  a 
beautiful  situation  a  half  mile  from  EUisville.     A 
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commodious  bouse  of  pleasing  architectural  de- 
sign was  built  In  1882,  and  a  fine  barn  erected  the 
same  season.  Another  was  put  up  in  1890,  the 
second  being  32x48  feet  in  dimensions.  A  fine 
orchard  has  been  set  out  and  other  improvements 
have  been  made,  including  the  conducting  of  water 
into  the  house  by  pipes,  thus  adding  greatly  to  the 
convenience  which  characterizes  the  fittings  of  the 
home.  The  water  is  also  conve3-ed  to  the  barn  from 
a  living  spring  in  the  hillside,  which  furnishes  a 
thirty-fo(;t  fall.  Mr.  EtHand  owns  other  real  estate 
in  this  vicinity. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Mathias  Effland,  who  was 
l)orn  in  Bavaria,  German}'.  His  parents  were  far- 
mers, and  he  was  reared  and  educated  on  the  es 
tate.  When  a  young  man  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  railroad  as  a  brakeman,  then  became  weigh- 
niaster,  holding  the  latter  j)Osition  until  he  resigned 
to  come  to  America,  where  he  believed  he  could 
better  his  condition.  In  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  the  land  he  also  served  for  a  time  in  the  Ger- 
man array.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Pippert,  a 
n.itive  of  the  same  province  as  himself,  and  with 
her  and  one  child  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1851.  They  left  Bremen  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and 
after  a  long  voyage  landed  in  New  York,  whence 
they  made  their  way  to  Elmore,  Ohio.  Mr.  Eff- 
larid's  means  were  exhausted,  and  he  labored  at 
whatever  he  could  find  to  do  for  a  short  time.  He 
then  bought  a  piece  of  land  in  what  was  known  as 
the  Black  Swamp,  in  Ottawa  County,  locating  there 
and  endeavoring  to  build  up  a  home.  The  country 
was  low  and  unhealthful,  and  the  entire  family 
was  troubled  with  the  ague.  Mr.  Effland  therefore 
determined  to  seek  a  healthier  country,  and  in  1857 
left  this  land  and  came  to  Ellisville,  111.  Here  he 
worked  by  the  day  as  a  laborer,  and  also  did  farm 
ing  for  others. 

In  1861  Mr.  Effland  took  advantage  of  the  first 
opportunity  afforded  of  selling  his  Ohio  land,  re- 
ceiving 8300  for  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  at  once  secured  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  29,  Ellisville  Township,  the  price  of 
which  was  §700.  It  was  unimproved  bottom  laud, 
and  its  low  price  was  due  to  the  fact  that  settlers 
were  afraid  to  venture  crops  in  the  bottoms  of 
the  Spoon    River,  for  fear   of  bdug  drowned  out. 


Mr.  liffland  began  iraproring  and  cultivating  his 
farm,  finding  the  soil  capable  of  yielding  large 
crops.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Ellisville,  and 
being  successful  in  liis  labors  soon  bought  fifty-two 
acres  on  section  6,  adjoining  the  village.  A  few 
years  later  he  sold  it  and  purchased  eighty  acres  on 
section  30,  and  there  made  his  home,  [Hitting  up 
the  best  of  buildings  and  oilier  improvements. 
About  1872  he  purchased  a  town  lot,  put  up  a  store 
building  20x60  feet,  and  buying  a  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  embarked  in  trade.  He  was  interested 
in  the  stQre  twelve  years,  paying  the  greater  part  of 
his  personal  attention  however,  to  farming.  He  had 
gone  into  nterchandising  to  help  a  frien<l  who  was  a 
practical  merchiint  to  a  job,  and  finally  sold  out  to 
him.  Mr.  Effland  was  extensively  engaged  in  rais- 
ing and  feeding  stock,  and  became  the  owner  of 
some  five  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
one  hundred  acres  of  which  was  in  Union  Town- 
sliip. 

.Mr.  Effland  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man  who 
seldom  exerted  his  influence,  although  when  he 
chose  he  had  great  power  in  the  community.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  was  a  Lutheran,  and  in  politics  a 
Democrat.  He  breathed  his  last  August  31,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  six  months  and  six 
days.  His  widow  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  is  now  seventy  j'ears  old.  Their  family  con- 
sists of  seven  children,  the  subject  of  this  notice 
being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Henry  lives 
in  Mitchell  County,  Kan.;  Mrs.  Catherine  Babbitt, 
in  Keyha  Paha  County,  Neb. :  Martin,  Augustus  and 
Peter  are  farmers  in  Ellisville  Township,  this 
county;  Mrs.  Mary  Dall  lives  near  Bushuell. 

John  Effland  was  born  in  Elmore,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 27,  1851,  and  lived  in  Ottawa  County  until  five 
years  old.  He  was  then  brought  to  the  Prairie 
State  by  his  parents,  who  traveled  by  rail  to  Prairie 
City.  The  lad  grew  to  manhood  in  Ellisville, 
which  was  then  quite  a  business  center.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools,  which  were  quite  good, 
although  the  periods  of  instruction  were  limited. 
He  was  early  set  to  work,  and  when  a  small  boy 
drove  oxen  in  breaking  prairie,  and  otherwise  bore 
a  share  in  home  labors.  Game  of  various  kinds 
was  quite  abundant  here,  deer  being  especially  nu- 
merous, while  rattlesnakes  were   frequently  seen. 
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When  he  had  readied  his  majority,  our  subject 
worked  by  the  roonth  for  his  father  ou  the  farm 
and  in  the  store  until  February,  1874,  when  he  es- 
tablished his  own  home. 

In  building  up  his  fortunes,  Mr.  Effland  has  been 
assisted  by  liis  wife,  who  in  her  own  department  of 
their  affairs  has  exhibited  prudence  and  good  judg- 
ment. Sue  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State,  and 
came  to  this  county  in  1865,  when  twelve  years 
old.  Her  father,  William  G.  Cooke,  is  now  a 
prominent  farmer  in  Ellisville  Township.  Miss 
Phcebe  A.  Cooke  became  Mrs.  Effland  February  14, 
1874.  She  has  borne  her  husband  three  children: 
AV^illiam,  Mary  and  Mattie. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Effland  rented  land  for 
two  years  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  on  section 
30.  The  laud  had  been  well  cultivated,  was  fenced, 
but  had  DO  buildings  upon  it.  After  having  oper- 
ated the  piece  six  years.  Mr.  Effland  sold  it  to  his 
brother,  with  the  intention  of  going  to  Nebraska. 
Just  at  that  time  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres 
on  sections  31  and  32,  was  nearly  swamped,  and 
our  subject  bought  the  land  at  a  bargain.  It  was 
badly  run  down,  but  well-directed  efforts  ere  long 
brought  it  to  a  fine  condition.  Some  portions  were 
cleared  and  grubbed,  the  sod  broken  on  others,  and 
the  various  improvements  made  which  mark  it  as 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  homes  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Effland  has  since  added  other  land,  bringing 
'u|i  the  total  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  The 
estate  consists  of  forty  acres  on  section  31,  where 
the  residence  is;  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  32,  and  eighty  acres  on  section  29.  One 
hundred  and  eiglity  acres  are  under  the  plow,  and 
all  that  has  been  cleared  is  tillable.  Nearly  all  is 
bottom  land  with  a  practically  inexhaustible  soil, 
and  is  fertilized  by  Spoon  River  and  various- 
springs.  The  owner  carries  on  general  farming, 
raising  grain  and  stock,  and  feeding  quite  large 
numbers  of  hogs.  His  cattle  are  of  a  high  grade, 
and  his  farm  machinery  of  the  latest  and  most  im- 
proved models. 

Mr.  Effland  has  served  as  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways three  terms,  his  action  while  in  office  being 
of  practical  benefit  to  the  traveling  public.  He 
has  also  served  as  School  Diieetor.  lie  is  a  Repub- 
lican, stanch  in  the   faith,  capable  of  intelligently 


conversing  regarding  the  issues  of  the  day,  and 
giving  good  ground  for  his  opinions.  He  has  been 
a  delegate  to  county  conventions,  and  has  served 
on  petit  juries.  In  addition  to  his  fine  farm,  Mr. 
Effland  owns  property  in  Ellisville.  Mrs.  Effland 
belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  and  stands  side 
by  side  with  her  husband  in  the  esteem  of  the  cora- 
raunitj'. 


r 


OHN  H.  BREEDEN,  M.  U.,  is  prominent 
not  only  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
the  county,  but  as  one  of  its  most  success- 
(®^'  ful  financiers  and  business  men,  who  has 
became  wealthy  by  judicious  investments,  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  this  part  of  Illinois. 
He  has  not  only  been  very  active  in  developing  the 
agricultural  and  other  interests  of  the  county', 
but  as  a  valued  minister  in  the  Christian  Churcli 
and  as  a  man  of  pure  character  and  earnest  pur- 
pose, he  has  been  very  influential  in  elevating  its 
social,  moral  and  religious  status. 

Dr.  Breeden  was  born  in  Sullivan  Count}-,  lud., 
November  18,  1834.  His  father,  Lewis  Breeden, 
was  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  born  October 
15,  1811.  His  father,  Elijah  Breeden,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Shelby  County,  Ky.  The  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject  wiis  born  in  England  and  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Virginia  previous  to  the 
Revolution.  He  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  and 
when  the  Colonists  fought  for  independence  he  en- 
tered the  Continental  army  and  did  good  ^rvice. 
His  wife,  a  patriotic  woman,  sat  up  nights  and 
moulded  bullets  for  the  soldiers  in  the  fort  near  b}'. 
He  finally  moved  to  Slielbj'  Count}-,  and  was  one 
of  the  verj-  first  settlers  of  Kentucky.  He  took  up 
land,  cleared  a  farm  from  the  woods,  and  in  his 
pioneer  home  he  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of 
six  boys  and  one  girl,  and  there  died  at  a  ripe  'old 
age. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  in 
Shelby  County,  and  after  attaining  his  majority  he 
moved  to  Monroe  County,  Iml.,  of  which  he  thus 
became  an  early  pioneer.  Hp  remained  there  sev- 
eral years  and  then  returned  to  Kentucky.  A  few 
years  'ater  he  started  out  again  with   a   team  and 
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wagon,  and  mado  liis  wa}'  tlirougli  the  wilderness 
to  Clark  Count)',  111.,  and  then  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Cialena.  From  there  he  went  to  Pike 
County,  and  spent  the  remnant  of  his  life  with  the 
father  of  our  subject.  d3-ing  when  more  than  sixty 
years  old.  In  early  manhood  lie  had  married 
Klizalieth  Simpson,  who  was  likewise  of  Kentucky 
birth.  She  lived  to  be  over  fifty  years  old  and 
(lied  in  Pike  County,  this  Slate.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  namely:  Elizabeth  F.,  Louis,  John,  Lucy, 
Preston,  Fanny,  Simpson,  Bland  B.,  and    William. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  eight  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  from  their  old 
Kentucky  home  to  the  wilds  of  Indiana.  He  at- 
tended the  pioneer  schools  of  both  States  at  differ- 
ent times  and  can  well  remember  the  rude  log 
schoolhouses  made  of  logs  with  slab  benches  and 
wooden  pins  inserted  into  the  slabs  for  legs,  and 
with  a  large  open  fireplace  across  one  whole  end  of 
the  building,  and  greased  paper  instead  of  glass  in 
the  windows. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Indiana  and  came 
thence  to  Clark  County,  this  State,  with  his 
parents.  He  afterwards  became  a  resident  of  Pike 
County  in  1839,  and  purchased  land  there.  He 
was  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  place  and 
owned  and  improved  several  fine  farms  in  Pike 
County.  In  1856  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Ma- 
son County,  where  he  farmed  eight  years.  He 
took  up  his  abode  in  Bath,  III.,  and  thence 
went  to  Hancock  County,  where  he  lived  four 
years.  We  next  hear  of  him  in  McPherson  County, 
Kan.,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  which 
he  tilled  nearly  two  years.  Coming  back  to  this 
county  he  located  in  Summum,  Woodland  Town- 
ship, and  now  lives  with  our  subject.  He  has  been 
a  stanch  member  of  the  Christian  Church  for  forty 
years  and  politically  lias  been  a  Democrat  all  his 
life. 

I\Ir.  Breeden  married  Anna  Hendy  who  was 
horn  in  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  18, 1809.  They 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  named  as 
follows:  John  H.,  Lucinda,  James,  Amanda,  (Mrs. 
Sawyer),  Orrin  H.,  Phoebe  A.  (Mrs.  Renshaw), 
and  Louisa.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  a  wel- 
come inmate  of  his  home.     She  has  been  a  tried 


and  true  member  of  the  Christian  Church  for  over 
forty  years. 

Samuel  Hendy,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  New  York.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  boatman  and  followed  the  latter  calling  on 
the  Susquehanna  and  Wabash  Rivers  a  good  deal 
of  the  time.  He  removed  to  Indiana,  and  later  to 
Clark  County,  III.,  but  finally  went  liack  to  the 
Hoosier  State,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  He  was  Captain  of  a  company  in  the 
War  of  1812.  His  father,  John  Hendy,  was  born 
in  England  and  came  to  America  before  the  Revo- 
lution, he  and  his  bride  having  run  away  from 
home  and  crossed  the  water  to  get  married,  and 
were  united  in  New  York  City  after  their  arrival. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  last  wife  having  been 
the  great-grandmother  of  our  subject.  His  first 
wife  was  Phoeba  Burr,  and  she  was  a  sister  of  the 
noted  Aaron  Burr.  He  was  quite  an  extensive 
farmer  near  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  owned  over 
four  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  died  at  the  ven- 
erable age  of  eighty-five  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  six  years 
old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Pike 
County,  this  State.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent 
amid  primitive  pioneer  surroundings  and  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  education  in  a  log  school- 
house.  He  had  to  assist  in  the  farm  work  as  soon 
as  he  was  large  enough  to  be  of  any  use.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  became  a  student  at  the 
AVesleyan  L'niversity  at  Bloomington,  111.,  for  one 
term,  paying  his  own  way  with  the  $80  which  he 
had  earned.  Immediately  after  leaving  school  he 
began  to  teach,  and  was  thus  engaged  in  the  dis- 
trict school  the  ensuing  six  months. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  Doctor  was 
married  and  he  and  his  wife  began  their  wedded 
life  on  a  farm  in  Mason  County,  where  they  re- 
mained one  year.  He  devoted  much  of  his  spare 
time  to  reading  medical  works,  as  he  was  much  in- 
terested in  all  that  pertained  to  his  profession,  and 
he  subsequently  attended  medical  lectures  in  Chi- 
cago. He  taught  school  during  the  winter  that  be 
might  procure  money  to  defray  his  expenses.  He 
was  unable  to  graduate  with  his  class  on  account 
of  the  illness  of  his  wife,  but  was  given  a  certifi- 
cate entitling   him   to  graduation.     After  leaving 
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college  our  subject  located  at  Summum,  March  2, 
1858,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  He  has 
practiced  medicine  continuously  and  in  the  course 
of  time  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice.  He  has  bought  land  from  time  to  time 
till  now  he  owns  over  one  thousand  acres,  six 
hundred  and  forty-one  acres  of^which  are  in  Pleas- 
ant Townsliip,  and  the  remainder  in  Woodland 
Township.  He  lias  superintended  the  cultivation 
of  his  land  and  its  improvement  a  part  of  tlie  time, 
but  of  late  years  has  been  so  much  occupied  by  his 
professional  work  and  his  other  duties  that  he  has 
rented  it. 

Dr.  Brceden  and  Miss  Sarali  A.  Stoner  were 
unfted  in  marriage  March  6,  1856.  Mrs.  Breeden 
was  born  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  Maj'  25, 1833. 
Her  marriage  with  our  subject  lias  been  productive 
to  them  of  three  children  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Harvey  O.,  Louis  C,  and  Dolly  V.  Mrs.  Breeden 
is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Stoner,  who  was  horn  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1795.  He  removed  to  Clermont 
Countj%  Ohio,  when  a  young  man  and  was  a 
pioneer  farmer  and  l)rickmason  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  He  was  Colonel  of  a  militia  regiment  in 
that  count}-.  In  1835  he  came  to  Illinois  and  was 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Brown  County.  He  is 
quite  well-to-do  in  this  world's  goods  and  owned 
and  farmed  over  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  He 
died  at  tue  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  In  politics  he 
was  a  decided  Democrat.  He  married  Margaret 
Fred  who  was  born  in  Virginia  and  she  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty. seven  years.  She  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  grew  to  maturity. 
Her  father,George  Fred, was  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  there  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty  years,  and  thus  a  good  and  useful 
citizen  was  lost  to  his  community.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Woodford.  Shortly 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  moved  in  1805 
in  a  wagon  over  the  mountains" to  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that 
count}'.  She  came  to  Brown  County,  111.,  in  the 
year  1835,  with  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Breeden  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  She  was  a 
good  Methodist  and  a  true  Christian. 

Philip  Stoner,  Mrs.  Breeden's  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  iu  Germany,  and  after  con.ing  to 


America  settled  on  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania.  Later 
he  became  a  pioneer  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
and  farmed  there  till  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
middle  life.  He  married  Sarah  Ringer,  who  was 
of  German  descent  and  she  died  in  Ohio  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-two  3'ears. 

Dr.  I^rceden  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  Christian  Church  and  his  life  is  an  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  faith  which  he  professes.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  active  in  the  church  for  many 
3'ears,  he  having  united  himself  vrith  it  in  1856  and 
she  in  1859.  In  June,  1866,  Dr.  Breeden  was  in- 
spired to  preach  the  doctrines  of  his  church,  and 
has  done  so  more  or  less  ever  since  in  the  sur- 
rounding neighborhood.  His  work  as  a  minister 
has  been  greatly  blessed  ;  he  has  held  some  very 
successful  revival  meetings  and  through  his  untir- 
ing efforts  eight  hundred  accessions  have  been 
made  to  the  church.  Politically  the  Doctor  has 
been  a  Democrat  nearly  all  his  life  till  two  j-ears 
ago,  since  which  time  he  has  allied  himself  with 
the  Prohibition  part}'. 


^^HOMAS  F.  BARNARD,  M.  D.  This  worthy 
1^^^  representative  of  respectable  families  was 
'^^^  born  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January 
28,  1844.  He  is  the  oldest  living  son  of  Charles 
and  Susan  (Davis)  Barnard,  whose  family'  consists 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and  the  mother  of 
Pennsylvania.  Soon  after  their  marriage  thc\'  lo- 
cated in  St.  Louis,  where  they  remained  many 
years,  the  father  carr3ing  on  the  business  of  a 
druggist.  Late  in  life  he  removed  to  this  county 
where  his  demise  took  place  in  1875.  His  widow 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Canton. 

Grandfather  Davis,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Barnard, 
was  a  descendant  of  a  Welsh  family,  the  old  stock 
being  of  the  Quaker  faith.  He  was  a  large  prop- 
erty owner,  having  a  farm  of  seven  hundred  acres 
near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  man  of  in- 
fluence throughout  the  section  in  which  he  lived. 

Dr.  Barnard  passed  his  school  days  in  his  native 
city,  attending  the  public  schools  and  then  tawing 
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up  tlie  liigber  branches  in  the  St.  Louis  University. 
He  first  learned  the  drug  business  and  then  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  A.  S.  Barnes,  of  St.  Louis,  a 
))!iysician  of  iiigh  repute  for  his  theoretical  knowl- 
e('ge  and  practical  ikill.  In  due  time  Mr.  Barnard 
entered  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College  fiom  which 
he  was  graduated  In  187.3,  immediately  beginning 
the  iiraclii'e  of  his  cliosen  profession  in  the  same 
city.  In  liS76  he  removeil  to  Canton  where  he 
has  since  been  conducting  a  good  practice  and 
l)uilding  up  a  fine  reputation. 

Dr.  Barnard  is  regarded  ns  one  of  those  men  of 
jirogressive  ideas  who  endeavor  to  keep  pace  with 
the  latest  investigations,  to  apply  every  principle 
and  new  theory  judiciously,  and  to  weigh  carefully 
the  merits  of  every  proposed  remedy.  By  those 
who  believe  in  the  establishment  of  homes.  Dr. 
Barnard  n)ay  be  considered  as  having  failed  in  one 
of  his  duties,  being  still  unmarried.  Id  other  re- 
spects he  is  lionoralily  discharging  his  obligations 
as  a  citizen  of  the  great  commonwealth,  a  member 
of  a  learned  profession,  and  a  private  individual. 
lie  afliliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

OIIN  JAY  ELDER.  The  active  business  in- 
terests of  Farmington  are  no  better  repre- 
I  sen  ted  than  by  this  gentleman,  a  well  known 
'  grain  dealer.  He  was  born  June  21,  1823, 
in  tiie  town  of  Petersburg,  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio.  His  father  was  David  Elder  and  his  mother 
was  in  her  maiden  days,  Isabella  L.  Wray.  The 
father  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  in  1798, 
and  tlie  mother  in  Philadelphia  in  1800.  John 
Elder  his  grandfatiier,  was  an  Ainerican  by  birth, 
but  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  served  as  a  private 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  reared 
a  family  of  ten  children,  and  his  two  eldest  sons, 
Abraham  and  John,  were  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
1812.     Grandfatlier  Wray  was  an  Irishman. 

David  Elder  moved  from  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  to  Seneca  County,  the  same  State,  in  1832, 
and  operated  the  St.  John's  flour  and  saw-mills  on 
the  Sandusky  River,  lie  subsequently  removed 
to  Logan   County  in  1840  and  carried  on  farming 


there  until  1855,  when  he  joined  the  pioneers  of 
Warren  County  in  this  State,  locating  on  Hender- 
son Prairie.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed 
there,  his  death  occurring  in  1885.  His  wife  de- 
parted this  life  in  1877  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  They  had  eight  children:  John  Jay,  Ange- 
linc,  who  died  in  infancy;  Rebecca  Ann,  wife  of 
William  Campbell,  of  Canton,  Ohio;  Margaret 
Jane,  wife  of  R.  J.  Lawherd,  of  Logan  County, 
Ohio;  William  A.,  a  resident  of  Alexis,  Warren 
County;  David  Clark,  general  agent  for  and 
dealer  in  church  and  school  furniture,  a  resident  of 
Washington  County,  Iowa;  Abraham  Alonzo,  furni- 
ture dealer  at  Tingley,  Iowa;  James  who  was  a 
volunteer  during  the  late  war,  serving  with  the 
Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Regiment,  was  killed  on  the 
first  day  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River. 

Our  subject  began  his  school  life  in  his  native 
count}'.  He  vvas  nine  years  old  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Seneca  County,  and  he  attended  the 
seminary  at  Tiffin.  He  was  a  very  bright,  quick 
scholar  and  at  the  youthful  age  of  fifteen  was  quali- 
fied to  teach,  passed  an  ex;imination  and  secured  a 
certificate.  Luther  A.  Hall,  at  that  time  school 
examiner,  took  a  liking  to  the  boy  and  offered  him 
a  position  in  his  office,  he  being  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  and  in  February,  1839,  our  subject  en- 
tered u|)on  his  duties  as  Deputy  Clerk  of  that 
Court.  He  served  until  1841,  when  he  went  to 
Bucyrus  to  take  charge  of  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of 
Common  Pleas  in  Crawford  County.  He  was  there 
one  year  and  was  afterward  engaged  in  Wooster, 
Wayne  Countj',  Ohio,  as  Second  Teller  in  a  bank 
for  a  short  time.  After  that  he  returned  to  Tiffin 
where  he  had  charge  [of  a  grain  elevator  for 
R.  W.  Shawhan.  In  1843  he  went  to  Logan  County 
where  his  father  then  lived,  and  for  two  3'ears  at- 
tended school,  as  he  was  ambitious  to  improve  his 
education. 

After  his  marriage  in  1845  Mr.  Elder  located  on 
a  large  farm  and  for  two  years  devoted  himself  to 
the  sheep  business,"  but  in  that  was  not  successful. 
In  1848  he  went  into  the  hardware  business  at 
Huntsville,  and  also  bought  grain  in  connection 
therewith.  In  1853  he  once  more  resumed  a  cleri- 
cal life,  becoming  Deputy  Clerk  of  Logan  County, 
Ohio,  and  he  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
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pieine  Court  of  that  county.  In  1854  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Bellefontaine  and  received 
liis  commission  from  Gov.  William  Mediil.  In  the 
}-ear  1856  he  made  a  new  departuie,  and  coming  to 
this  Stale  located  on  a  farm  in  Spring  Grove  Town- 
ship, Warren  Countj-.  He  soon  abandoned  farming, 
however,  and  in  18C0  we  hear  of  iiim  as  a  school- 
teacher at  Klby  Center  in  Knox  County.  In  the 
month  of  March,  1 862,  he  came  to  Farmington  and 
at  once  engaged  with  D.  Fargo  in  the  grain  busi- 
ness. He  also  acted  as  agent  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  and  acted  in  that 
capacity  and  as  a  grain  dealer  here  until  1870, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Ipava,  where  he 
put  up  a  grain  house  and  was  engaged  in  buying 
oTuin  until  1877.  Chicago  then  attracted  his  ven- 
turesome spirit,  and  for  three  years  he  was  engaged 
in  brokerage  and  the  grain  trade  in  that  metropolis. 
In  1880  he  went  back  to  Alexis  and  his  attention 
was  there  given  to  the  grocery  and  grain  business. 

In  1886  Mr.  Elder  once  more  took  up  his  abode 
in  Farmington.  He  fitted  up  the  '-Q''  Elevator  for 
the  puriiose  of  doing  business  with  the  Buckley- 
Pmsley  Company  of  Ptoria.  He  handles  the  greater 
part  of  the  grain  brought  to  Farmington  and  has 
bought  more  than  any  other  man  in  the  town.  He 
weighed  the  first  lot  of  grain,  a  load  of  wheat,  that 
was  ever  shipped  over  the  "Q"  from  Farmington. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  thnt  pertains  to 
tlie  welfare  of  the  village,  his  public  spirit  and  lib- 
erality helping  on  all  schemes  for  its  improvement 
and  he  is  a  prominent  civic,  political,  social,  and 
religious  factor  in  the  community.  He  has  served 
as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Farmington.  In  politics 
in  early  days  he  was  a  Whig  and  though  a  mere 
boy  at  the  time  of  the  nomination  and  election  of 
the  illustrious  grandfather  of  our  present  President 
he  bore  an  active  part  in  the  campaign.  Since  the 
origin  of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  true  to 
its  principles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and 
Odd  Fellows  fraternities.  He  inherited  his  relig- 
ious views  from  his  forefathers  and  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

January  14,  1845,  Mr.  Elder  was  married  to  Miss 
Eleanora  C.  Funk,  a  native  of  Gettysburg,  Adams 
County,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Beitler)  Funk,     They  moved  to  Cham- 


paign County,  Ohio,  in  1828  and  were  pioneer 
farmers  there.  Mrs.  Elder  departed  this  life  in 
1886  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elder's  pleasant  wedded  life  was  blessed  to  them 
by  the  birth  of  five  cliildren.  Tlieir  son  Orr  Gibson 
married  and  was  a  telegraph  operator  for  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railroad.  He  died  in  1880  leaving 
two  daughters — Blanche,  fourteen  years  old,  and 
Ethel.  Their  son  Manly  P.,  married  Miss  Belle 
Grinnell.  He  was  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad,  at  Farmington  for  more 
than  twenty-one  years,  and  was  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacity at  the  time  of  his  death  in  February  1888. 
He  left  two  boys,  Fred  G.  and  Orr  J. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Elder  issliovn  on 
another  page  of  the  Album. 


mi 


PATRICK  H.  SMITH  occupies  an  important 
position  both  in  the  public  and  business  life 
of  I'nion  Township,  of  which  he  is  Super- 
visor, and  where  he  is  engaged  in  buying  and 
selling  hay  and  grain.  Kentucky  is  his  native 
State,  he  having  been  born  in  Union  County,  No- 
vember 5,  1830.  His  parents  were  Samuel  A.  and 
Louisa  (Clements)  Smith.  His  father  was  born  in 
St.  Mary's  County,  Md.,  in  1803,  and  early  in  the 
present  century  was  taken  to  Kentucky  by  his 
father,  who  was  a  physician,  and  a  pioneer  of  that 
State.  He  was  of  English  descent.  Samuel  Smitn 
became  a  farmer,  but  in  1849  he  abandoned  his 
farm  and  removed  to  Uniontown,  Ky.,  with  his 
family,  and  there  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, until  his  death  the  following  year  deprived 
the  community  of  an  enterprising  and  valiieil 
citizen. 

Patrick  H.  Smith  was  twenty  years  old  when  his 
father  removed  into  town,  and  he  assisted  him  in 
the  management  of  the  store  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  when  the  business  was  sold,  and  our  subject 
continued  his  mercantile  career  as  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  William  White,  of  the  same  town,  remain- 
ing with  him  a  year.  He  was  ambitious  to  try  life 
in  the  "West,  and  in  1850  came  to  this  State,  which 
was  then  considered  to  form  a  part  of  the  '"Great 
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West,"  and  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  pioneer. 
He  took  up  'tis  residence  at  St.  Augustine,  and 
tliere  entered  into  a  partnership  with  his  cousin,  E. 
M.  Clements,  in  tiie  mercantile  business,  which  they 
conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Clements  & 
Smith  three  j'ears. 

Mr.  Smith  was  then  seized  with  the  gold  fev<r 
that  was  sending  so  many  hundreds  of  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  across  the  plains  and 
mountains  to  seek  the  precious  metal  on  the  Pacific 
Slope,  and  he  joined  a  company  of  twelve,  with 
three  teams  of  oxen,  and  they  made  their  way 
slowly  across  what  was  then  called  the  "Great 
American  Desert,"  and  over  the  huge  rocky  barrier 
that,  towered  between  that  and  the  golden  coast. 
Arriving  in  Sau  Francisco  our  subject  first  ob- 
tained employment  of  a  wholesale  butcher  named 
Danos,  and  was  with  him  for  about  a  year,  and  he 
also  worked  for  a  Frenchman  at  the  Washington 
Street  market.  After  that  he  turned  his  attention 
to  mining  on  Nelson  Creek,  Plumas  County,  and 
1  rospected  with  varied  success  for  a  year.  His 
thoughts  often  tended  homeward,  and  be  then  de- 
cided to  return  to  Illinois,  and  while  awaiting  a 
steamer  at  San  Francisco,  the  famous  riot  took 
place,  in  which  Gary  shot  King;  the  city  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  so  noted  in 
the  history  of  San  Francisco,  who  cleared  it  of  the 
desperadoes.  In  August,  1856,  Mr.  Smith  sailed 
for  New  York,  landed  there  in  September,  and  ar- 
rived in  St.  Augustine  about  the  Isl  of  October. 

During  his  absence  in  California. Mr.  Smith  made 
some  money,  which  he  invested  in  the  lumber  trade 
in  St.  Augustine  after  his  return  to  these  parts, '.and 
a  year  later  he  extended  his  operations  to  Include 
grain  buying  and  selling,  and  also  did  some  blind 
draining,  and  he  is  still  engaged  in  the  grain  and 
hay  business,  conducting  it  in  the  village  of  Avon, 
where  he  has  fine  facilities  for  trading,  and  is  one 
of  the  substantial  members  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  twice  married.  In  1857  he 
was  wedded  to  Catherine  R.  Gittings,  a  daughter 
of  B.  B.  Gittings,  of  Terre  Haute,  lud.,  a  contrac- 
tor and  builder.  Three  children  were  born  to  our 
subject  by  that  marriage — Cora  J.,  Mary  Ellen  and 
Catherine — pll  of  whom  are  living  at  home  with 
the  exception  of  Ellen,  who    is  a  Sister  of  Charily 


and  a  teacher  at  St.  Florisant  Academy  near  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Mrs.  Smith  departed  this  life  in  1867, 
leaving  a  worthy  record  of  a  life  well  spent,  though 
cut  ofif  in  its  prime. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  his  present  estimable 
wife  in  November.  1869.  Her' maiden  name  was 
Anna  M.  Robey,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  F.  H. 
Robey,  of  St.  Augustine.  Three  children  have 
blessed  this  union,  named  as  follows:  Francis  C„ 
aged  eighteen;  Louis  B.,  sixteen;  and  Elizabeth  L., 
fourteen,  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  family 
are  all  members  in  high  standing  of  the  St.  Joseph 
Catholic  Church  of  Avon,  and  are  res|)ected  and 
esteemed  b}'  all  about  them. 

Mr.  Smith's  course  as  a  business  man  has  demon- 
strated that  he  has  excellent  financial  talent  and 
is  cool-headed  and  clear-sighted  in  the  management 
of  his  affairs.  These  traits  of  character  have  at- 
tracted the  favorable  notice  of  his  fellow-citizens 
who  have  called  him  to  the  important  office  of  .Su- 
pervisor, to  represent  Union  Township  on  the 
County  Board,  and  he  is  zealously  guarding  its  in- 
terests without  regard  to  personal  or  party  consid- 
erations. In  his  political  views  he  is  decidedly  a 
Democrat.  Our  subject  was  Postmaster  at  Avon, 
under  Grover  Cleveland's  administration. 


jTr^jENJAMIN  C.  TOLER,  M.  D.  The  calling 
|Li^  of  a  physician  is  not  only  one  of  the  most 
j'^|^)|J  arduous,  but  one  of  the  most  responsible 
'^i^^'  pursuits  in  which  man  can  engage,  and  he 
who  attains  a  high  reputation  in  this  profession 
must  necessarily  be  endowed  with  physical  endur- 
ance, keen  intelligence  and  excellent  judgment. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  whose  extensile 
practice  and  high  standing  in  professional  circles 
prove  conclusively  his  mental  and  physical  endow- 
ments, his  careful  culture,  his  painstaking  efforts  to 
continually  add  to  his  theoretical  knowledge  and 
practical  skill.  As  a  private  citizen  he  is  highly 
esteemed  for  his  public  spirit,  personal  example, 
and  interest  in  all  that  is  beneficial  to  the  members 
of  the  community  and  the  county  at  large. 

Dr.  Toler  is  of  remote  English  ancestry,  his  fore- 
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fathers  having  been  numbered  among  the  early 
Virginia  colonists.  His  grandfathers,  William 
Toler  and  William  Hunton,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary Army  under  Gen.  Washington,  and  llie 
former  was  a  planter  of  abundant  means.  His 
son,  Thomas  L'.,  received  a  first-class  education, 
began  teaching  when  quite  young,  and  at  one  time 
occmiied  a  Chair  at  Bethany  College.  In  1832  he 
removed  to  Kentucky  with  his  vxfe  and  two  chil- 
dren, making  the  entire  journey  with  teams,  cross- 
ing tlie  mountains  and  locating  in  Winchf^ster, 
Clarke  County.  There  he  established  a  select 
school,  pui suing  his  pedagogical  labors  until  1846, 
when  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  bought  a  tract  of 
l;ind  in  Mason  County-,  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  but  in  1852,  on  account  of  failing  health, 
he  S(jld  and  removed  to  Texas.  Settling  in  Tarrant 
County  he  followed  civil  engineering  for  a  time, 
until  elected  Circuit  Clerk,  which  office  he  held 
about  seven  years.     His  death  took  place  in  1865. 

The  wife  of  Thomas  N.  Toler  was  Mary  Cath 
eriiie  Hunton.  like  himself  a  native  of  the  Old  Do 
minion,  and  possessed  of  sterling  traits  of  charac- 
li  r.  the  housewifely  skill  and  hospitable  spiril 
which  animate  all  Virginia's  daughters.  .She,  too 
bie;itlied  her  last  in  Tarrant  County,  Tex.,  in  1860. 
.She  and  her  hushand  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  named  respectively,  William  T..  Benjamin 
C.  Thomas  H.,  Addison  E.,  Mathew  Henry,  Mary 
C,  and  Sarah  C. 

Dr.  Toler  w.as  born  October  2,  1829,  near  Rich- 
mond, Va..  and  was  three  3'tars  old  when  the  re- 
moval to  the  Blue  Grass  State  took  place.  He  're- 
ceived his  education,  embracing  both  the  classical 
and  scientific  courses,  at  the  hands  of  his  father, 
pursuing  an  extended  course  of  study,  and  being 
thoroughly  drilled  in  the  various  branches  which 
he  undertook.  When  twenty  years  old  he  taught 
a  terra  of  school  in  Mason  County,  this  State,  after 
which  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
O'Ne.al,  of  Bath.  The  gold  fever  had  broken  out 
about  this  time,  and  the  young  student  determined 
to  visit  the  Eldorado  toward  which  so  man3'  were 
hastening,  and  which  to  numbers  proved  but  the 
grave  of  their  hopes. 

In  1851,  therefore,  young  Toler  formed  one  of 
a  party  who,  with  ox-teains,  set   out  from    Mason 


County,  on  the  9th  of  April,  performed  the  tedious 
journey  overland,  crossing  the  Missouri  River  at  the 
present  site  of  Nebraska  Cit}%  which  was  then  oc- 
cupied b3-  Ft.  Kearney,  and  arrived  at  the  Truckee 
River  on  the  9th  of  August.  When  the^'  crossed 
the  plains,  there  was  not  a  white  settler  in  Neb- 
raska or  Kansas,  over  which  deer,  antelope  and 
buffalo  roamed  at  will,  the  latter  in  great  numbers. 
Arriving  at  the  Truckee  River,  the  party  disbanded, 
and  our  subject  in  company  with  Thomas  Athey 
started  on  foot  for  Downieville.  eighty  miles  dis- 
tant. They  reached  that  place  on  the  13th,  their 
joint  capit.al  on  arriving  being  ten  cents.  They  at 
once  secured  employment  in  mining  at  $6  per  day 
and  board,  remaining  at  that  point  until  the  first  of 
December.  Mr.  Toler  then  went  to  the  Yuba  River, 
near  Foster's  Bar,  where  he  continued  his  mining 
operations  during  the  greater  part  of  five  j'ears, 
after  which  he  was  in  the  mercantile  business  un- 
til 1857.  During  all  this  time  he  practiced  the 
profession  of  which  he  had  acquired  some  knowl- 
edge, but  charged  nothing  for  his  services,  as  medi- 
cine was  then  a  secondary-  matter  with  him. 

In  1857  Dr.  Toler  returned  to  the  States  via  the 
Isthmus,  landing  in  Texas,  and  spending  some 
time  with  his  parents,  after  which  he  came  to  this 
county,  and  resumed  the  study  of  medicine  with 
his  brother,  William  T.,  a  well-known  and  highly 
reputed  phj'sician,  whose  recent  death  was  a  per- 
s<jnal  loss  to  a  large  circle  of  friends.  After  a  few 
months  our  subject  repaired  to  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
where  he  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the  lec- 
tures at  the  medical  college  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated the  following  spring.  He  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Astoria,  which  has  since  been 
his  home,  and  is  the  center  of  a  wide  and  success- 
ful business.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Slate  Medi- 
cal Society,  the  Military  Tract  Medical  Society, 
and  of  Astoria  Lodge,  No.  100,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Dr.  Toler  won  as  his  companion  in  life,  Miss 
Mary  E.  McLaren,  a  native  of  Woodland  Town- 
ship, and  daughter  of  Peter  and  Lucinda  (Saffer) 
McLaren,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  R.  F.  McLaren,  on  another  p.age  in  this 
volume.  5Irs.  Toler  is  a  quiet,  unassuming  l.adv, 
whose  chief  aim  in  life  is  to  discharge  well  her  du- 
ties as  wife    and    mother,    although    re.adv    at   all 
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times  to  bear  such  a  part  in  the  social  affairs  of  the 
Ijlace  as  arc  consistent  with  her  prime  duties.  She 
became  the  wife  of  our  sul)ject  in  1  858,  and  1  he  union 
has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  nine  children — Kmma, 
Sarah  C,  George,  Charles  \V.,  Thomas  W.,  Lu- 
cinda,  Nellie,  Maude  and  Benjamin  C.  Emma  is 
now  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Baxter,  and  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  George  Darling,  of  Rock  Springs,  Wj'o.. 
George  married  Mittie  Gilbert,  a  young  lady  whose 
sweet  voice  has  frequently  charmed  Astoria's  citi- 
zens and  visitors. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Toler  belong  to  the  Christian 
Church,  in  whose  present  prosperity  the  Doctor  has 
been  a  most  important  factor.  His  political  ad- 
herence is  given  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
strict  prohibitionist  in  principle. 

jlL^  IRAM  WALTERS.     This  gentleman  is  num. 

jfjlj  berod  among  the  successful  agriculturalists 
(A^^   of  Farmers  Township,  having   by  dint  of 

(^  energy  and  prudent  management  become 
the  possessor  of  several  hundred  acres  of  the  fine 
land  for  which  this  county  has  become  noted.  The 
greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent  within  its 
confines,  and  probably  no  citizen  now  living  has  a 
more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trials  which  were 
endured  by  the  hardy  pioneers  and  dangers  with 
which  they  were  surrounded  for  many  years.  In 
recalling  the  surroundings  of  his  earl^'  life,  Mr. 
Walters  says  that  with  Indians,  snakes,  wild  cats 
and  other  "varmint,"  life  was  scarcely  worth  living, 
and  that  he  would  not  pass  through  such  a  peiiod 
again  for  all  of  Fulton  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  Walters, 
a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Teun.,  who  was 
reared  among  the  mountains,  developing  qualities 
which  well  fitted  him  for  the  pioneer  life  which  he 
took  up  in  the  Prairie  Stale.  He  was  of  mixed 
ancestry,  his  paternal  grandmother  having  been 
German  and  his  mother  of  Irish  stock.  The  latter 
belonged  to  a  family  whose  male  members  took 
part  in  the  Revolution,  while  the  females  not  only 
carried  on  the  home  work  which  had  formerly  been 
done  by  fathers,  sous  and  brothers,  but  also  assisted 


the  army  by  providing  the  Colonists  with  food 
whenever  it  was  possible.  She,  herself,  carried 
provisions  to  the  soldiers,"  sometimes  wading  in 
water  to  her  arm-pits,  and  at  times  being  obliged 
to  break  the  ice  before  she  could  ford  the  streams. 
Her  father  and  the  father  ofCher  husband,  both 
belonged  to  the  Continental  Army,  and  from  these 
sturdy  ancestors  the  father  ofrour  subject  inherited 
much  of  his  own  valor. 

William  Walters  married  Elizabeth  Royer,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  as  himself,  and  about  1820 
they  took  up  tlieir  abode  in  Sangamon  County,  III. 
In  1825  they  removed  to  this  county,  first  locating 
near  Lewistown  and  then  removing  to  section  9, 
Farmers  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  Mr.  Walters  living  to  the  extreme 
age  of  ninety  j-ears.  At  the  time  of  their  arrival 
in  this  county  there  were  but  twelve  voters  within 
its  present  bounds.  The  Indians  were  so  trouble- 
some that  Mr.  Walters  had  to  carry  his  gun  with 
him  when  he  went  to  feed  stock,  having  especial 
need  of  watchfulness  when  he  became  known  as  a 
Captain  of  the  Indian  fighters,  and  so  obnoxious 
to  the  savages  that  they  offered  one  hundred  buck- 
skins for  his  scalp.  He  killed  several  red  men  who 
were  endeavoring  to  obtain  that  coveted  prize, 
and  the  alertness  which  prevented  the  savages  from 
getting  the  drop  on  him  grew  upon  him  so  that 
his  sharp  eyes  would  snap  at  an  unexpected  sound, 
and  he  was  continually  easting  quick  glances  about 
him. 

Many  stories  are  told  of  the  phj'sical  powers  of 
Mr.  AValters  and  his  excellent  markmanship.  lie 
could  shoot  a  gun  from  his  shoulder,  hitting  the 
center  instantlj-  with  an  unrested  weapon;  could 
take  a  two-bushel  sack  of  wheat  in  his  teeth  and 
throw  it  over  ten  feet,  and  it  is  recorded  that  atone 
time  he  shot  a  deer  across  Spoon  River  when  the 
ice  was  floating,  swam  the  river,  got  the  deer  in  the 
water,  and  taking  its  ear  in  his  mouth  brought  it 
back.  This  feat  was  accomplished  in  the  presence 
of  Jimmy  Hale,  who  afterward  became  his  son-in- 
law.  As  may  well  be  supposed,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  army  during  the  Black  Hawk  War.  After 
the  savages  became  hostile,  his  wife  was  always 
nervous  about  him,  and  our  subject  well  remembers 
her  standing  and  wringing  her  hands   in   agony  as 
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she  watched  liis  retreating  form  disappear  in  the 
woods.  During  the  later  j'ears  of  his  life  he  had 
his  second  sight. 

During  Die  time  when  the  Indians  were  peace- 
able, they  often  cam|)ed  near  the  liomeof  the  Wal- 
ters, gathering  by  dozens  and  even  by  hundreds. 
Our  subject  recalls  the  comical  appearance  made  by 
the  pappooses  who,  strapped  fast  to  a  board, 
were  set  around  the  porch,  where  their  little 
black  eyes  snapi)ed  at  every  movement  within 
the  range  of  their  vision.  The  lad  learned  many 
Indian  phrases,  sucli  as  ''cho  im,"  won't  do  it; 
■'pueka  ciiee,"  to  go  off,  etc.  At  one  time,  when 
eleven  years  old,  young  Walters  was  in  the  woods, 
accompanied  by  tliree  dogs.  He  was  startled  by  a 
wild  cry  proceeding  from  a  lynx,  witli  which  the 
dogs  immediately  closed,  a  flght  following  which 
is  worthy  of  record.  Tlit  big  bulldog  got  the 
animal  by  the  neck,  but  the  lynx  would  double  him- 
self up  and  with  the  claws  on  his  hind  feet  tear  the 
bowels  of  the  dog.  Each  of  the  other  dogs  at  last 
succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  a  hind  leg,  thus  en- 
abling the  large  dog  to  choke  the  lynx  to  death. 
The  lad  then  came  up  with  a  stick,  and  finding  the 
animal  dead  ordered  off  the  dogs,  two  of  whom 
were  very  seriously  injured,  having  their  entrails 
protruding.  He  picked  up  the  largest  and  started 
toward  luniie,  two  miles  distant,  calling  for  his 
father  who  at  length  answered  his  cry,  relieved  him 
of  his  burden,  and  together  they  carried  the  dogs 
to  the  house,  where  the  wounds  were  sewed  up  and 
the  animals  nursed  back  to  health.  The  canines 
were  valued  in  those  dangerous  regions,  and  as 
carefully  cared  for  by  the  people  as  were  the  chil- 
dren. At  that  time  the  nearest  neighbor  of  the 
Walters  family  was  John  Barker,  whose  home  was 
two  miles  distant,  and  at  Table  Grove,  five  miles 
away,  lived  Mr.  Nott. 

In  the  year  1846  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Hoyle,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
whose  parents  had  emigrated  thither  from  England. 
They  afterward  resided  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
whence  they  came  to  this  section  of  Illinois  in  1844. 
Immediately  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
took  possession  of  a  forty  acre  tract  of  land  in  the 
woods,  laboring  together  to  advance  their  fortunes, 
and,  notwithstanding  their  primitive  surroundings. 


passing  their  happiest  days  in  the  little  log  cabin 
which  tliey  moved  into  before  it  was  chinked.  The 
first  morning  they  awoke  to  finil  their  bed  covered 
two  inches  deep  with  snow.  Mr.  Walters  hauled 
Mly  bushels  of  corn  to  Bernadotte  and  traded  it 
for  a  little,  square  table,  off  which  he  and  his 
wife  ate  their  first  meal  in  their  new  home.  They 
raised  the  flax  which  Mrs.  Walters  broke,  swingled, 
spun  and  wove,  making  a  tick  for  their  first  bed, 
into  which  they  put  straw.  The  little  farm  grew 
in  extent  to  a  tract  of  five  hundred  J>nd  forty 
acres,  and  is  now  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  this 
section. 

Our  subject  and  his'good  wife  have  reared  five 
children — having  lost  threejn  infancy.  The  eldest, 
George  W.,  is  married  and  has  one  daugliter;  he  is 
a  farmer  operating  a  portion  of  his  father's  land  in 
Harris  Township.  Andrew  J.,  also  lives  on  a  farm 
obtained  from  his  father;  he  has  been  married 
fourteen  years  but  has  no  children;  Olive,  the 
wife  of  Eranklin  Waid,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children,  occupies  land  given  her  by  her  father; 
Cora  Ann,  wife  of  George  AVilson,  has  tiiree  chil- 
dren, they  being  occupants  of  a  good  farm  pur- 
chased by  the  husband.  Eva  married  I.  Brown, 
has  three  children,  and  is  now  living  on  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  belonging  to  our  subject. 

Mr.  Walters  is  Democratic  in  politics  as  was  his 
father,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
party  affairs.  He  has  served  .as  School  Director, 
and  held  various  township  offices,  serving  faithfully 
in  every  position  to  which  he  has  been  called.  The 
family  are  identified  with  the  Christian  Church, 
are  looked  upon  with  respect,  and  have  many  warm 
friends  wherever  they  are  known. 


ENRY  LEEPER  is  a  member  of  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  prosperous  families  in 
i^  Fairview  Township,  and  has  inherited  all 
(^  the  nobility  of  character  and  strength  of 
will  that  have  combined  to  bring  success  to  each 
member  of  the  Leeper  family.  He  is  a  brother  of 
Hon.  John  Leeper  and  Isaac  N.  Leeper,  whose 
sketches  appear  in  this  Album. 
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Our  subject  was  born  on  section  24,  on  the  old    |    jamin  and  Rebecca  (Iligdon)  C 


Lomestead  of  William  Leeper,  and  there  lie  passed 
his  youth,  being  the  youngest  son  in  bis  father's 
family.  His  father,  William  Leeper,  was  one  of 
the  old  pioneers  of  Fulton  County,  settling  on  the 
section  above  mentioned  in  1840,  and  his  mother, 
Eleanor  (Lake)  Leeper,  came  with  her  father,  John 
Lake,  who  settled  on  the  same  section  in  1838. 
The  Lake  and  Leeper  families  both  came  from 
Ohio,  the  former  coming  originally  from  New  Jer- 
sey and  being  connections  of  Anneke  Jans,  whose 
vast  estates  have  been  for  such  a  long  period  in  liti- 
gation. Of  the  Leeper  children  there  are  eight  liv- 
lng,viz:  John  A.,  Isaac  N.,  Harriet,  Emmaline,  Oli- 
ver,Charles  E.,  Henry  and  Nettie  M.  Harriet  is  the 
widow  of  Joseph  McMillan,  and  resides  at  Ft.  Scott, 
Kan. ;  Emmaline  married  Josiali  Brooks  and  lives  in 
Kan.;  Oliver  makes  his  home  in  the  AVest:  Charles 
E.  resides  in  Sabetha,  Kan.,  and  is  a  farmer;  Nettie 
M.  married  William  Slack,  and  makes  her  home  in 
Farmington  Township. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  noble  looking  man. 
and  was  prominent  in  political,  social  and  religious 
matters,  and  his  business  career  was  exceedingly 
prosperous.  His  death  occurred  in  June,  1888, 
after  he  had  attained  his  eightieth  ^-ear,  and  at 
that  time  he  owned  about  eighteen  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Fulton  and  McDonough  Counties,  and 
also  some  in  Iowa.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six, in  July,  1890. 

Mr.  Leeper  was  born  March  1,  1850,  and  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  after  which  he 
entered  the  Lombard  University'  at  Galesburg, 
when  eigiiteen  years  of  age.  But  after  one  year 
there  he  returned  home  and  began  to  work  on  his 
father's  farm  and  has  up  to  the  present  time  been  in- 
terested in  a  stock  farm  which  he  has  run  most  suc- 
cessfully. He  owns  a  considerable  amount  of  land 
and  is  prominent  both  as  a  farmer  and  a  horseman, 
and  is  well  thought  of  by  his  fellow-men,  having  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends.  His 
country  residence  is  a  ver}- attractive  place  and  his 
barns  are  unusually' good  ones.  He  breeds  Clay 
and  Hambletonian  horses,  having  on  his  farm  six- 
teen head  of  the  same. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  January 
1 ,  1 87 1 ,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Gentle,  daughter  of  Ben- 


II or  parents 

came  from  Ohio  and  settled  in  Farmington  Town- 
ship. To  them  were  born  four  children,  viz:  Mary 
A.,  Julia,  Lottie  and  Emma.  Our^subjeet's|wife  died 
in  1872,  and  September  30,  1874,  he  was  married  to 
Mils  Evaline  Garnsey,  daughter  of  Sylvanus  and 
Margaret  (Knickerbocker)  Garnsey.  She  was  born 
in  Ontario,  Canada,  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
Illinois  when  quite  young.  To  this  marrjage  have 
been  born  two  children,  viz:  Earl  L.,  who  is  four- 
teen years  of  age;  and  Cora  E.,>ho  is  eleven  years 
of  age. 

Mr.  Leeper,  besides  his  other  possessions  has 
four  luindred  and  fifty  head  [of  Shropshiredown 
sheep.  He  is  a  prominent  man  and  served  as 
School  Director  for  nine  years  and'also  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  He  is  a  member  of]the  Republican 
party  and  a  strong  advocate  of  those  measures  that 
benefit  this  community. 


-^-^-^i^^^t^^iij^-^^— 


iJI^^RANKLIN  CLARY.  Fulton  County  is 
I— ^  justly  proud  of  her  native  born  citizens, 
jti  ^  who  are  honorably  bearing  their  share 
in  sustaining  her  interests  and  extending  her 
wealth.  Among  these  is  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical review,  who  is  chiefly  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  in  Deerfield  Township,  and  is  one  of  its 
most  jjrogressive  and  enlightened  farmers. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  among  the  pio- 
neers of  Fulton  County,  coming  here  in  1848.  His 
father,  Henry  Clary,  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1824.  His  mother,  Sarah  E.  (Davis)  Clar3',  was 
born  in  tliat  State  in  1830.  After  coming  here 
they  located  in  Lewistown  Township,  where  they 
lived  about  ten  years.  They  then  removed  to 
Woodland  Township,  where  the  father  died  in 
1868,  thus  depriving  his  community  of  a  good 
citizen.     The  mother  is  still  living  there. 

Mr.  Clary  was  born  in  this  countj',  February  17, 
185G.  He  has  four  brothers  and  five  sisters  liring. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  this  county,  obtain- 
ing his  schooling  in  the  district  schools.  He  re- 
mained an  inmate  of  the  parental  home  till  the  age 
of    twenty-three  years,   when  he  married   Ida  M. 
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Hendee,  tlieir  marriage  taking  place  February  1, 
1880.  Mrs.  Clary  was  born  in  Texas,  March  19, 
1858.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Marj' 
(Watkins)  Hendee,  natives  respectively  of  Con- 
necticut anfi  Kentucky. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  their  wedded  life 
on  land  rented  from  William  Craig.  Mr.  Clary 
fanned  that  place  for  two  years,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
10,  Decrfleld  Township,  wliere  he  has  resided  ever 
since.  He  has  greatly  improved  his  farm  and 
added  to  its  value,  by  tiling,  building  fences,  barns, 
etc.,  and  has  here  a  fine  looking  place.  His  prin- 
cipal business  is  stock-raising,  he  having  his  farm 
well  stocked  and  is  doing  a  iirofitable  business  in 
that  line. 

As  a  3'oung  man  of  clear,  well-balanced  mind, 
with  a  good  insight  into  business  matters,  and  much 
capability,  our  subject  is  considered  to  be  well 
adapted  to  publjc  life,  and  last  year  was  elected  by 
his  fellow  citizens  to  a  position  on  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  by  a  very  large  majority.  He 
is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  his  political  views  and 
uses  his  influence  to  advance  party  interests.  He  is 
not  a  member  of  any  church  but  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  religious  organizations,  as  his  wife  is  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The3' 
have  one  of  the  coziest  of  homes  and  to  them  has 
come  a  little  daughter,  Mabel,  born  April  24, 
1890. 


eHARLES  G.  STAFFORD  has  a  very  fine 
location  on  section  32,  Vermont  Township, 
where  he  has  successfully  prosecuted  his 
calling  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  entitled 
to  recognition  as  a  pioneer  on  account  of  what  he 
has  accomplished.  He  is  of  New  England  birth 
and  antecedents,  and  was  born  in  Apponaug,  R.  I., 
June  10,  1817,  to  Thomas  R.  and  Sarah  (Taylor) 
Stafford  who  were  natives  and  residents  of  that 
place  till  their  death  when  quite  old.  The  Stafford 
family  came  originally  from  England.  The  father 
was  a  sailor  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.     Ho  and  his  wife  reared  the 


following  children:  Thomas  R.,  who  died  in  Ver- 
mont Township,  leaving  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter; Eurupa,  who  married  Marshall  G.  Freeman,  a 
farmer  of  Vermont;  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  a 
painter  by  trade,  who  is  married  and  has  one  son 
and  a  daughter;  John  R.,  of  Natick  R.  I.,  who  is 
married  but  has  no  children;  Charles  G.;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Willard  Perce;  Henr3',  a  carpenter  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  who  married  and  had  two  daugh- 
ters and  who  is  now  living  with  his  second  wife. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town.  When  a  lad  of  eight  years  he  entered  a 
cotton  factory,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age,  be- 
gan spinning  at  $3  a  week,  subsequentl3'  spending 
four  or  five  years  in  the  dressing  room  at  §1  a  day. 
We  next  hear  of  him  in  the  city  of  Providence,  in 
his  native  State,  and  there  he  began  to  acquire  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  till  he  was 
thirtj'-two  years  old.  After  that  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  v.'ilh  his  father  in-law  lill  he 
came  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1856.  After  his 
arrival  in  the  Prairie  State, he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Vermont  Township,  purcliasing  at  that  time 
sixty  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  sixty  more 
acres  on  section  32,  and  subsequently  bought  one 
hundred  and  thirtj'  acres  where  he  now  resides  on 
the  same  section.  At  one  time  he  owned  two 
hundred  and  flft}-  acres  of  land,  but  be  has  dis- 
posed of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  at  a  good 
price,  and  retains  but  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres, 
which  is  finely  cultivated.  Upon  his  estate  he  has 
placed  many  valuable  improvements,  having  a 
beautiful  lake  and  park  and  a  very  pleasant  home. 
A  view  of  this  residence,  with  its  convenient  appur- 
tenances, appears  on  another  page. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1839,  now  more  tiian  half 
a  century  ago,  our  subject  and  Miss  Mary  P.  Bur- 
rows, of  Providence.  R.  I.,  united  their  lives  and 
fortunes.  Her  death  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years,  was  a  serious  blow  to  her  famil}^  as  slie 
had  ever  been  a  true  and  f.'iithful  wife,  and  a  kind 
mother.  She  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  her 
neighbors  and  friends  and  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  R.  and  Mary  Phillips  Burrows, 
the  father  a  carpenter  and  a  lumber  dealer  in  Rhode 
Island,  his  native  State.     He  had  a  family  of  thir- 
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teen  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters grew  to  maturity. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  had  born  to 
them  seven  children  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  are:  .Sallie,  who  married  John  Mercer, 
and  has  four  sons  and  three  daughters;  Saliua, 
who  married  Jones  Adams,  and  died  leaving  one 
daughter — Etha;  Willard,  a  resident  of  Taniora, 
Seward  County,  Nob.;  Rilla;  and  Charles,  who 
was  drowned  at  the  age  of  seven  years  while  in 
Rhode  Island.  Our  subject  has  so  conducted  him- 
self in  his  career  as  a  farmer,  citizen,  husband, 
father  and  neighbor,  as  to  win  llie  respect  and  re- 
gard of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  Democratic  party. 

-^ .^-c^ ^ 


i^^HOMAS  L.  YOING.  An  honorable  posi- 
((((^^  tion  among  the  agriculturists  of  Banner 
^^!^  Township  is  held  by  the  gentleman  above 
named,  who  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  two  bun- 
dled and  eighty  acres  of  fine  land  on  section  4. 
The  well-tilled  acres  are  devoted  to  raising  mixed 
crops  and  the  ordinary  amount  of  stock,  both 
grains  and  animals  being  of  good  quality.  A 
homelike  dwelling  and  various  outbuildings,  to- 
gether with  a  well-kept  orchard  and  garden  and 
neat  fences,  indicate  to  the  passer-by  that  the  land 
is  occupied  bj*  a  family  of  enterprise  and  good 
judgment. 

Mr.  Young  is  the  third  of  six  children  born  to 
John  and  Mary  (Lommason)  Young,  whose  home 
was  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.  In  that  count\'  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  are  now  living — George, 
who  married  Jane  Moore;  Sarah,  now  the  widow 
of  James  Cool;  Peter,  who  married  Josephine 
Crissraan.  Two  members  of  the  parental  family — 
John  and  Mary — are  now  deceased. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  January  17, 
1R,33,  on  the  homestead,  and  reared  there,  receiv- 
ing such  an  education  as  the  common  schools  of 
the  day  afforded.  To  that  foundation  he  has 
added  by  reading  and  observation,  his  effort  being 
to  keep  himself  well  informed  regarding  current 
events  and  topics  of  general  interest.     In  1858  Mr. 


Y'oung  came  to  this  county  and  securing  work  on 
a  farm,  spent  a  year  in  laboring  by  the  month. 
He  then  rented  a  farm  in  Mason  County,  began 
tilling  the  soil  for  himself  and  gradually  accumu- 
lated means  with  which  to  purch.ase  his  present 
fine  estate. 

Mr.  Young  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  life 
companion,  winning  for  his  wife  Miss  Ellen  Weaver, 
to  whom  he  was  united  January  17,  1867.  Mrs. 
Young  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  A.  Weaver 
who  settled  in  this  county  in  1839  and  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children.  Mr.  AVeaver  was  a  native 
of  Virginia.  The  happy  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
the  following:  Lenora  is  the  wife  of  Douglas 
McCann  and  lives  in  Canton  Township;  John  is 
still  with  his  parents;  Mary  marrie(i  Albert  Provard 
and  lives  in  Buckhart  Township;  Judson,  Abbie, 
Thomas  and  Jessie  are  yet  with  their  parents. 
Mathew  Weaver,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Young,  died 
at  the  home  of  his  son  Jacob  at  the  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  one  years,  seven  months  and  five  days. 
He  had  never  been  sick  a  day  until  his  last  illness. 
Jacob  Weaver  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Our  subject  is  of  a  retiring  disposition  and  takes 
no  active  part  in  political  matters,  except  to  deposit 
his  vote,  which  is  a  Democratic  one.  He  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  at 
Monterey  and  earnestly  endeavor  to  practice  in 
daily  life  the  grand  princi[)les  in  which  they  be- 
lieve. 


J  JOSEPH  DeFORD.  Bernadotte  Township  is 
a  rich  agricultural  center  and  the  men  who 
conduct  its  farming  interests  are  enterpris- 
ing, self-reliant  and  shrewd  business  men. 
Among  these  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  no 
unimportant  place.  His  parents  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  county,  coming  here  in  1838.  He 
was  then  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  having  been  born 
July  19,  1827,  in  RichLand  County,  Ohio.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
in  the  spring  of  1849.  He  early  secured  the  co- 
operation of  a  capable  trusty  helpmate  and  a  true 
wife  in  the  person  of  Eliza  M.,  daughter  of  David 
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and  Eliza  Rouse,  of  Wapello  County,  Iowa.  The 
foUowinu;  is  recorded  of  the  three  children  two 
daughters  and  one  son,  the  fruit  of  their  mar- 
riage: Milton  J.,  born  in  1852,  married  Amanda 
Goudy,  and  they  live  on  a  portion  of  his  father's 
farm,  one  mile  south  of  the  paternal  home;  Louisa 
A.,  born  March  10,  1855.  married  Frank  Sheets 
and  they  live  one  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of 
the  city  of  Lewistown,  on  a  farm  of  their  own  con- 
taining over  oce  hundred  acres  of  laud;  Anna  L., 
born  in  1866,  lives  at  home  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  DeFord  have  also  taken  to  their  homes 
and  hearts  a  nephew  whom  thej^  reared  from  child- 
hood. He  is  now  thirty-one  years  old  and  still 
makes  his  home  with  them. 

When  Mr.  DeFord  first  began  hi"  career  as  a 
farmer,  he  rented  a  farm  west  of  Canton  for  one 
year.  He  then  took  up  his  residence  in  the  north- 
east corner  of  Bernadotte  Township  on  what  is 
known  as  the  p]ngle  farm.  A  year  later  he  rented 
a  farm  west  of  Cuba,  which  he  operated  two  years. 
He  next  became  the  proprietor  of  a  farm  of  his 
own,  buying  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  14, 
Bernadotte  Township,  on  which  he  now  makes  his 
home.  Twelve  years  later  he  added  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  fine  farming  land  on  section  23, 
to  his  original  purchase.  This  last  tract  was  cov- 
ered with  woods.  He  has  since  cleared  off  the  tim- 
ber and  has  purchased  twenty-two  and  one-half 
acres  of  land  on  section  14,  so  that  now  he  has  two 
hundred  and  forty-two  acres  of  as  fertile  farming 
land  as  ever  the  sun  shone  on.  He  has  a 
handsome,  substantial  two-story  frame  residence;  a 
large  barn,  50x30  feet  in  dimensions;  granaries, 
cattle  sheds,  etc.  His  farm  is  well-stocked  with 
high  bred  horses  and  cattle. 

Mr.  DeFord  is  a  Democrat  in  principle,  but  is 
independent  in  action,  voting  for  the  man  and  not 
tlie  part}'.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  Road  Com- 
missioner, School  Director  and  School  Trustee,  and 
lias  discharged  the  duties  thus  devolving  upon  him 
with  characteristic  fidelity.  He  has  witnessed 
much  of  the  pioneer  growth  of  this  county  and  has 
acted  well  his  part  in  its  development.  Those  were 
very  trying  times  in  the  early  days  of  the  sittlt-- 
ment  of  this  county  as  the  pioneers  had  much  to 
contend  with.     There   were  scarcely  any  facilities 


for  carrying  on  labor  such  as  the  farmer  of  to-day 
enjoys.  He  can  well  remember  when  their  flour  was 
made  by  the  most  primitive  methods,  and  the  pio- 
neers had  to  grindithe  grain  by  hand  or  go  hungry. 
It  may  be  his  prideithat  he  has  not  only  witnessed 
the  growth  of  this  county  but  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  its  advancement.  I^Ir.  DeFord  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  his  life  is 
that  of  a  true  Christian. 


,^^  OLOMON  STROUSE,  whose  sketch  now 
^^^^  claims  attention,  is  one  of  the  representa- 
(fl/\M|  tive  farmers  in  Pleasant  Township,  and  a 
gentleman  highly  respected  alike  for  his 
good  business  qualifications  and  his  upright  cliar- 
acter.  His  l)irth  occurred  in  Beaver  County, 
Pa.,  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1813,  he  being  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Barbara  Strouse.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  his  father 
was  born  in  Berks  Count3%  Pa.,  as  was  also  iiis 
mother. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood's  estate  in  his 
native  county,  spending  most  of  the  time  on  a 
farm,  and  when  about  twenty  years  of  age  com- 
menced learning  the  tanner's  trade,  being  appren- 
ticed for  that  purpose  for  nearly  two  years.  He 
subsequently  followed  this  trade  and  that  of  a 
journeyman  for  a  number  of  years.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  early  subscription  schools  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  system  at  that  time  was 
not  thorough  as  at  the  present  time. 

In  1842  Mr.  Strouse  moved  to  Illinois,  living  for 
a  short  time  in  Stark  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  moved  to  Lewistown,  and  there  su- 
perintended the  tannery  of  William  Proctor,  re- 
maining in  his  employ  a  number  of  j'ears.  In  1852, 
our  subject  went  to  California,  traveling  over  the 
plains  and  being  ninety-six  days  on  the  way. 
While  in  California  he  turned  his  attsution  to  gold- 
mining  and  during  the  four  years  of  his  sojourn 
there  was  financially  very  successful.  However, 
he  failed  to  find  a  desirable  place  for  a  home  and 
returned  to  Fulton  County  in  the  year  1856,  and 
two  years  later  purchased  his  present    farm.     At 
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that  time  there  was  a  double  log  house  and  a  log 
barn  on  tiie  place,  and  the  land  was  not  cultivated. 
Naturally,  therefore,  lie  had  great  difficulty  in 
bringing  it  to  its  present  state  of  cultivation  and 
prosperity.  He  built  an  elegant  brick  residence  in 
1868  and  replaced  the  old  barn  with  a  very 
handsome  one.  His  estate  embraces  one  hundred 
and  eighty-three  acres  of  fine  farming  land  and 
yields  every  year  a  fine  income. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  1850 
to  Miss  Belle  Wallace,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and 
Eliz.abeth  Wallace,  pioneer  settlers  of  Isabel  Town- 
ship, this  county.  This  marriage  was  blessed  with 
three  children,  viz.:  Addie,  who  is  at  home  with  her 
parents;  Ilarr}',  who  resides  in  this  place;  and 
Frank,  who  is  dead. 

Mr.  Strouse  served  two  terms  as  Supervisor  of 
Pleasant  Township,  and  served  also  as  Collector. 
In  politics  he  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  takes  much  interest  in  affairs  of  public  import- 
ance. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  at 
Lewistown,  Lodge  No.  104.  While  he  is  what  is 
commonly  designated  as  a  self-made  man,  he  is 
well  educated,  and  being  fond  of  books  is  a  great 
reader,  and  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  both 
in  literary  and  political  matters.  He  is  a  public 
spirited  man  and  one  who  delights  to  advance  both 
his  own  interests  and  those  of  his  neighbors.  Today 
he  ranks  among  the  wealthy  and  influential  agri- 
culturists of  this  county,  and  is  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  proving  the  truth  of  the  old 
assertion  tiiat  "industry  will  win  in  the  race  for 
fortune  and  position." 


■*-B-- 


ILLIAM  PARRY,  the  sou  of  an  early  pio- 
neer family  of  this  county,  is  a  prosperous 
member  of  its  farming  community,  owning 
and  managing  a  good-sized  farm  in  Astoria  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  twelve  miles  east  of  New  Phil- 
adelphia, Ohio,  June  16,  1822.  He  is  a  son  of  Caleb 
and  Rebecca  (Engle)  Parry.  His  father  settled  in 
the  wilderness  of  Ohio  in  a  very  early  day,  and 
cleared  and  improved  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land.      He   was  a    keen    calculator. 


possessing  an  arithmetical  turn  of  mind,  and  was 
successful  financially.  In  the  fall  of  1834  he  came 
to  Menard  County,  111.,  with  a  team,  being  thirty- 
one  days  on  the  road.  In  the  spring  of  1835,  he 
came  to  Fulton  County,  and  located  on  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  had  entered 
during  the  winter.  He  sold  that  shortly  after  and 
bought  another  farm  on  which  he  lived  until  his 
demise.  Before  his  death  he  gave  each  of  his  ten 
ciiildren  eighty  acres  of  land.  When  he  came  to 
this  State  his  property  was  comprised, in  $500  of 
money  and  four  horses.  He  lacked  eight  |days  of 
being  eighty-three  years  old  when  he  died,'and  his 
wife  was  within  eighteen  days  of  being  ninety-three 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  always  en- 
joyed good  health  und  was  an  active  worker  almost 
to  the  last.  For  further  parental  history,  see  sketch 
of  subject's  brother  Enocli,  which  appears  'on  an- 
other page  in  this  volume. 

William  Parry  grew  to  man's  estate  on  the  farm. 
He  is  stlf-educated  and  all  the  time  that  he  spent 
in  school  was  before  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age. 
He  chose  the  calling  to  which  he  had  been  bred  and 
since  1864  has  lived  on  his  present  farm.  He  has 
here  three  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  well  cul- 
tivated land,  upon  which  he  has  placed  many  valu- 
able improvements.  He  sold  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  to  his  son  Stephen.  When  our 
subject  began  his  life  as  a  farmer  on  his  own  ac- 
count he  had  eighty  acres  of  woodland  which  cost 
$100.  He  cleared  it  and  improved  it  into  a  sub- 
stantial farm,  and  from  time  to  time  added  more 
land  by  further  purchase.  The  first  three  years  he 
lived  in  a  hewed  log  house,  and  all  his  iiousehold 
goods  had  been  taken  to  it  on  a  one-horse  sled.  He 
has  accumulated  the  rest  of  his  property  by  his  own 
efforts.  He  has  assisted  his  children  to  the  amount 
of  $1,000  each.  In  his  early  days  Mr.  Parry  was 
a  Whig.  He  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Union 
during  the  war  and  joined  the  Republican  party 
after  its  formation.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  has  never  missed  being 
present  at  an  election  since  that  time. 

The  pleasant  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  began  August  10,  1842.  Nine  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  three  of  whom,  Isaac,  Caleb  and 
Rheuam  died  young.     Those  living  are,  Catherine, 
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wife   of    William    DuPuy;   Jesse,  John,   William,   | 
Stephen  and   Flora  B.,   wife  of   Georij;e  Sbeuman.    | 
Tliey  all  i'eceived  excellent  educations  in  the  public   | 
schools.  Mrs.  Parry's  maiden  name   was  Miranda 
Walker.     She  was  born  in  Ohio  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Catherine  (Barnhart)   Walker,  who   were 
early    settlers  of  Fulton  County,  coming    to    this 
State  from  Knox  Count}',  Ohio  in  1840.     Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Parry  have  long    been    faithful  and   valued 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
which  he  identifie<l   himself  thirty  years    ago,  and 
she  united  herself  with  the  church  before  marriage. 


^^LFREL)  J.  BAXTER,  M.  D.,  though  still 
(®/j|     a  3'oung  man  has  already  acquired  a  fine 

;//  lii  reputation  as  a  skillful  surgeon  and  a  suc- 
(^C  cessful  physician,  and  has  built  up  an  ex- 

tensive practice  in  Astoria,  where  he  has  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  homes  in  the  county. 

Dr.  Baxter  was  born  February'  28,  1855,  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.  His  father,  Emii  Baxter,  was  born 
either  in  England  or  Scotland.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  He  was 
a  lace  manufacturer  and  operated  a  factory  in  Lisle, 
France,  making  his  home  in  that  country  and  in 
his  native  land.  He  paid  frequent  visits  to  the 
United  States,  as  he  had  an  importing  house  in 
New  York  City.  His  last  years  were  spent  with 
his  son  Emil  in  Newark,  N.  J.  He  reared  but  two 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  early  manhood. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  America  In 
early  manhood  to  attend  to  his  father's  business, 
and  made  his  home  in  Newark.  On  account  of 
ill-health  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  commercial 
pursuits,  and  he  came  to  Illinois.  He  staid  here 
but  a  short  time  on  that  occasion,  but  in  1860 
returned  to  make  a  permanent  settlement,  and 
located  in  Nauvoo,  where  he  bought  land  and 
turned  his  attention  to  horticulture.  He  has  met 
with  more  than  ordinary  success  in  that  line,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  horticulturists  of  Illinois.  He 
has  been  especially  successful  in  the  culture  of  the 
grape  and  has  the  largest  vineyard  in  the  State, 
lie  has  been  twice  married.     The  maiden  name  of 


his  first  wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Annette 
Powell,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Her 
father,  Thomas  Powell,  was  an  inventor  of  much 
skill,  and  at  different  times  lived  in  Hartford, 
Meriden,  and  Waterbury,  Conn.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  in  Nauvoo  in  1863,  leaving  six 
children,  all  of  whom  survive,  as  follows:  Emil, 
Alfred  J.,  Annette,  Thomas,  Cecil,  and  Alice.  The 
father  has  one  daughter  b}'  his  second  marriage, 
Addie. 

Dr.  Baxter  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Nauvoo,  and  advanced  it  by  at- 
tendance at  the  academy  in  Denmark,  Iowa.  After 
leaving  that  institution  of  learning  he  began  teach- 
ing iu  1876,  first  in  a  district  school  in  Hancock 
Count}',  and  then  was  elected  Principal  of  the 
Nauvoo  schools,  and  held  that  position  three  years. 
During  that  time  he  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Prof.  J.  C.  Hughes,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
He  attended  medical  lectures  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  there  in  the  spring  of  1880.  Thus 
well-fitted  for  his  profession,  he  immedialel}'  en- 
tered upon  its  duties  in  Nauvoo,  his  old  home, 
where  he  was  well-known  and  had  many  friends. 
In  1882  he  made  an  extended  trip  through  the 
West,  going  even  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  gleaned 
much  pleasure  and  profit  from  his  journey  and  re- 
turned refreshed  to  his  labors. 

In  1883  the  Doctor  came  lo  Astoria,  and  has 
since  been  in  active  practice  here.  He  iias  been 
eminently  successful,  not  only  financially,  but  pro- 
fessionally, and  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
brightest  and  ablest  medical  men  in  the  county. 
Although  his  time  is  so  occupied  with  his  numer- 
ous patients,  he  manages  to  keep  himself  well-in- 
formed in  all  that  concerns  his  profession,  and 
keeps  abreast  of  the  times.  He  is  the  only  member 
of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society  in  Fullon 
County ,and  is  a  member  of  the  Military  Tract  Med- 
ical Society.  He  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  as 
a  member  of  Astoria  Lodge,  No.  112.  Possessing  a 
genial,  frank  disposition  ana  many  pleasant  per- 
sonal attributes,  he  is  very  popular,  and  with  his 
amiable  wife  occupies  a  high  social  position  among 
the  best  people  of  Astoria. 

Dr.  Baxter  was  married  March  29,  1886,  to  Miss 
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Emma,  oldest  (hiugliter  of  the  wtll-kiiown  physi- 
cian, Dr.  B.  C.  Toler,  wlio  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  voliune.  Three  children — Bessie  May, 
Annette  Lulu  and  .\lfred  .1..  liave  been  bom  to  onr 
snbject  and  his  wife.  In  the  month  of  .January, 
1890  the  Doctor  bought  one  of  the  finest  residences 
in  tlie  county;  it  is  a  commodious  briciv  house 
occupying  ample  grounds,  whose  grassy  lawns, 
shaded  l>y  beautiful  trees  and  shrubbery,  and 
adorned  with  lovely  flowers,  combine  to  make  it  a 
very  attractive  home. 


■ji^RANK  A.  MORT(JN.  To  an  activi".  wide- 
|l^(^,  awake  young  man  who  is  tlie  happy  pos- 
jkj  sessor  of  that  energy  and  ambition  that 
almost  invariably  wins  success,  there  is  always  a 
broad  field  in  which  to  'lew  out  a  flattering  career. 
After  tiie  declining  years  of  life  are  reached  there 
is  little  to  expect  or  achieve,  but  while  the  bloom 
of  youth  lingers,  one  may  accomplish  nearly  any 
desired  end  in  the  commercial  and  political  world. 
Everywhere  and  among  every  class  of  men  there 
is  a  feeling  of  reverence  for  a  man  who  taking  up 
the  tiireads  of  his  destiny  in  a  firm  hand  has  woven 
them  into  a  beautiful  whole.  It  is  often  a  difficult 
matter  to  realize  the  importance  of  each  passing- 
moment  that  robs  life  of  this  energy  and  strength 
of  purpose,  but  such  men  as  Fraak  A.  Morton  real- 
ize fully  that  "life  is  real,"  and  so  endeavor  to 
leave  behind  them  '-footsteps  on  the  sands  of  time." 

Our  subject,  who  is  an  aspiring  young  politician, 
was  first  ushered  into  this  mundane  sphere  on  the 
2d  of  March,  1855,  being  the  son  of  H.  D.  Morton, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Frank's  birth  occurred  on  the  old  Slorton  home- 
stead and  there  he  passed  his  earlj'  youth,  attend- 
ing the  common  schools  and  at  a  later  date  the 
High  School  at  Farmiugton.  Even  in  youth  he 
evinced  a  liking  for  his  books  and  made  rapid 
progress  in  his  studies. 

Mr.  Morton  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Anice 
Eshelman,  daughter,  of  Samuel  Eshelman,  of  Can- 
ton, and  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  that  place. 
Mrs.  Eshelman,  previous  to  her  marriage,  was  Miss 


Catherine  Deffenbough,  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
her  husband  was  also  born  and  where  they  were 
married.  Mr.  Eshelman  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two,  and  his  wife  continues  to  lire  at  the 
old  iiOmestead.  To  them  were  born  seven  children 
— Mary,  Amanda,  David,  Susan,  Samuel,  Alice  and 
Anice.  Mrs.  Morton  passed  her  girlluxjd  in  Can- 
ton and  tliere  received  a  good  educati<jn.  She  is 
the  mother  of  two  children — Hattie  and  Maria 
Adel. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  owns  a  valuable  estate 
comprising  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine 
farming  land,  and  has  besides  ten  acres  of  timber 
land.  He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  for  the 
past  three  years,  and  has  served  as  School  Trustee 
for  his  district.  Mr.  Morton  is  an  ardent  member 
of  the  Republican  party  and  takes  great  pride  in 
supporting  the  party  principles  of  the  same.  His 
father  is  an  equally  strong  Democrat. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  deserves  great  praise 
for  the  interest  he  manifests  in  public  affairs  and 
the  amount  of  information  he  possesses  regarding 
the  chief  issues  of  the  day. 


Tpi  ENJAMIN    ALWARD.       The    man    who 

|L>v  chooses  the  vocation  of  a  farmer  will  in  all 
\(^)  Ir  probability  be  spared  the  excitements  which 
^^Si^  belong  to  some  pursuits  and  the  stirring 
events  which  characterize  life  in  the  centers  of 
commerce.  He  has,  however,  abundant  opportu- 
nities for  the  exercise  of  the  sterling  qualities  of 
manhood  and  the  exhibition  of  those  habits  which 
are  worthy  the  emulation  of  mankind.  F2xamples 
of  unremitting  zeal,  sincere  kindliness  and  the 
strictest  integrity  may  be  met  with  in  every  agri- 
cultural district  of  our  country.  It  affords  us 
pleasure  to  embody  in  this  Album  a  brief  outline 
of  the  life  of  an  unassuming  citizen  of  Canton 
Township,  who  is  yet  well  known  and  highl}'  hon- 
ored for  his  noble  character  and  useful  life. 

Mr.  Alward  comes  of  a  good  family  from  the 
Atlantic  Coast.  His  parents,  Stephen  and  Joanna 
(Poole)  Alward,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the 
former    having    been    born  in    Soraei-set    County. 
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TLiey  removed  to  Pennsj'lvania  in  1823  and  in 
1836  journeyed  still  farther  westward,  taking  up 
theii  abode  in  this  county.  Thoj'  made  their  home 
in  Canton  uniil  1848.  then  settled  in  the  township 
of  the  same  name,  where  they  subsequently  died." 
The^'  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  tiie  third  child  and  only  son.  The 
others  are:  Sarali,  now  the  widow  of  John  Law- 
rence; Esther,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edmund 
Riclimond  and  died  in  Knox  County;  Phebe,  who 
married  Wilson  Pecii  and  died  in  Marshall  County. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Warren  County,  N.  J.,  May  14,  1822.  His  early 
life  was  passed  in  no  unusual  manner,  the  first 
prominent  event  in  his  career  being  the  journey  to 
this  State  when  lie  was  fourteen  years  old.  This 
was  in  1836,  and  in  1847  he  was  able  to  purchase 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  9, 
Canton  Township,  to  which  his  parents  removed 
the  following  spring.  He  continued  to  successfully' 
prosecute  his  chosen  calling,  adding  to  the  value 
of  bis  estate  by  its  continual  improvement  and  ex- 
tended acreage.  It  now  amounts  to  three  bundled 
and  eighty-five  acres  which  are  carefully  and  in- 
telligently tilled.  So  numerous  and  well-built  are 
the  outbuildings  upon  it,  that  at  a  little  distance 
it  presents  quite  the  appearance  of  a  hamlet.  In 
the  spring  of  1890  the  house,  which  was  erected  in 
1856, was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  during  the  summer 
a  modern  dwelling  was  built  to  suppl}'  its  place. 

At  tiie  home  of  the  bride  in  Peoria  County, 
March  27,  1856,  Mr.  Alward  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  with  Miss  Eliza  Holcomb.  This  lad}-  was 
born  in  Peoria  County,  January  12,  1838,  and  is 
the  youngest  child  of  the  late  John  and  Harriet 
(Richmond)  Holcomb.  She  is  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian, an  earnest  worker  in  the  fields  of  religion  and 
benevolence,  a  sympatJiizing  counselor  to  her  hus- 
band and  a  tender  and  wise  mother  to  her  cliildren. 
She  has  borne  twelve  sons  and  daughters,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  a  son,  John,  when  he 
was  just  entering  his  teens.  The  survivors  are 
Harriet  J.,  Ida,  Elizabeth,  Benjamin,  George  W., 
Charles,  Henry,  Grace,  Carrie  and  Mabel. 

Mr.  Alward  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  but 
manifests  an  intelligent  interest  in  political  affairs 
and  unfailingly  supports    the    Democratic    ticket. 


He  has  been  quite  deaf  since  he  was  twelve  years 
old,  the  misfortune  having  been  brought  about  by 
an  attack  of  scarlet  fever.  He  and  his  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


^jfpfiLIJAH  MANNING.  The  Manning  home- 
|pf|  stead,  now  operated  by  our  subject,  consists 
/i' — JJ  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  one-half 
acres  on  section  12,  Fairview  Township.  It  has 
been  the  life-long  home  of  our  subject,  who  is 
a  very  successful  cultivator  of  mixed  crops.  He 
pays  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  Gallo- 
way cattle,  at  the  head  of  his  herd  being  the  cele- 
brated bull,  Mountain  Lad}'. 

John  Manning,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  Emerald  Isk,  near  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  came  to  America  when  seventeen  years  of  age. 
His  first  employment  in  this  country  was  as  a  farm 
laborer  in  the  northern  part  of  New  York  State, 
but  he  afterward  found  occupation  on  public 
works.  He  was  induced  to  come  to  Illinois  and 
worked  on  the  Michigan  and  Illinois  Canal  for 
some  time,  then  went  down  to  Kentucky  and  found 
a  situation  on  a  farm  near  Covington.  There  he 
married  Miss  Tlieodosia  Morton,  an  aunt  of  H. 
D.  Morton,  of  Farmington  Township,  whose  biog- 
raphy is  included  in  this  volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Manning  came  to  this  section  in  1837-38,  the  hus- 
band purchasing  forty  acres  of  Government  land. 
This  has  never  been  out  of  the  Mannings'  hands 
and  never  mortgaged.  It  fell  to  a  daughter.  Jlrs. 
Margaret  Harden,  who,  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Shermaii,of  London  Mills,  and  our  subject,con- 
stitute  the  Manning  family  of  to-day.  The  only 
other  member  of  the  parental  family  was  Mary 
Jane,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  lived  to  the 
ripe  age  of  eighty-two  years,  passing  awaj'  in  1888. 
The  mother,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  died  in  186C, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  She  was  a  very 
hospitable  lady  and  had  many  friends. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
November  11,  1844,  on  the  farm  that  is  still  his 
home.     He  was  brought  up  under  the  educational 
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ndvantages  of  the  township  schools  and  the  excel- 
lent home  training  bestowed  by  his  worthy  par- 
ents. In  1861  he  attempted  to  enlist  in  the 
Eighty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  but  was  not  accepted 
as  a  volunteer  on  account  of  his  tender  years. 
Denied  the  privileges  of  participating  in  the  battles 
of  the  Union,  he  resumed  his  duties  on  the  home 
farm,  and  from  year  to  year  bore  a  greater  share 
until  he  finally  had  control  and  possession. 

Mr.  Manning  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years  to  Ella,  daughter  of  Hivmilton  and 
Mary  Ann  (Yerkes)  Roberts.  Her  parents  are  na- 
tives of  Ohio  and  are  now  living  in  Southwestern 
Nebraska.  They  came  to  this  .State  about  1 860, 
sojourning  here  a  few  years.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a 
blacksmith  by  trade.  The  family  circle,  of  which 
Mrs.  Manning  is  the  third  member,  consists  of  seven 
living  children,  the  others  bearing  the  names  of 
Paxon,  Willie,  Charles,  Everett,  George  and  Hat- 
tie.  Mrs.  Manning  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State. 
brought  hither  in  childhood,  and  reared  in  the 
township  of  whose  society  she  is  still  an  hon- 
ore<l  member.  She  and  her  husband  are  noted 
for  their  hospitality,  receiving  under  the  roof  of 
their  tasteful  and  comfortable  home  large  num- 
bers of  friends,  and  even  bestowing  a  cordial  wel- 
come upon  the  stranger  within  their  gates. 

It  is  the  aim  of  JMr.  Manning  to  vote  for  men  of 
worth  who  will  carr3'  out  the  principles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment designed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  greatest 
number,  and  particularly  those  of  laboring  men. 
In  national  affairs  he  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Dem- 
ocracy. In  his  treatment  of  his  fellow-mtu  he 
observes  the  Golden  Rule,  and  he  is  therefore 
very  popular  among  the  people,  to  whom  he  is  fa- 
miliarly known  as  "Lige."  He  is  a  hearty,  whole- 
souled  man,  bright  in  intellect  and  energetic  in 
manner. 


11' 


f^  URTIS  D.  BROWN.  Assessor  of  Farming- 
ilf  ^1^  ton  Township,  is  a  gentleman  of  kindly  and 
^^^  courteous  manners  that  have  won  for  him 
many  warm  personal  friends  both  in  political  and 
social  circles.     He  was  the  first  Mayor  of  Farming- 


ton,  and  has  for  many  years  been  closely  iden- 
tilicd  with  all  the  important  business  afifairs  of 
this  place.  Though  p.ast  the  meridian  of  life  he  is 
still  very  strong  and  active,  ami  is,  in  fact,  the 
very  picture  of  health.  Since  1856  he  has  been  a 
prominent  man  in  Fulton  County,  and  with  the 
exception  of  eight  years  has  made  his  home  in 
Farniington  Township.  For  two  years  he  was  on  a 
farm  in  Knox  County,  and  was  for  six  years  en- 
gaged in  representing  a  marble  firm  in  Canton. 
His  father,  Alex  Brown,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  and  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  He  died  when 
our  subject  was  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  having 
at  the  time  attained  his  fifty-fifth  year.  Hismot'.ier 
previous  to  her  marriage  was  Miss  Sallie  Mc- 
Dougall. 

Mr.  Brown  belongs  to  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected Scotch  family,  all  his  ancestors  coming 
originally  from  the  "land  of  thistles  and  of  oat- 
meal." His  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  his  mother  died  in  1839.  To  his  par- 
ents were  born  six  children,  viz:  Neal  A.,  Anna 
Lorain,  Marian,  Alexander,  Jr.,  Curtis  D.  and 
Charles,  all  of  whom  have  jirospered  and  are  well 
fixed  in  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  3,  1834,  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
five,  at  which  time  his  mother  died  and  he  was 
adopted  by  the  family  of  David  Lester,  and  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm.  Being  an  orphan  and  liv- 
ing at  a  time  when  schools  were  not  so  thorough, 
he  received  only  a  limited  education,  and  since  four- 
teen years  of  .ige  has  fought  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself.  He  first  worked  on  a  farm,  receiving  in 
compensation  for  his  services  88  per  mouth.  He 
continued  to  labor  faithfully  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  being  anxious  to  make  some  decided 
headwiiy  in  business,  he  determined  to  follow  Hor- 
ace Greeley's  advice,  and  came  West.  He  first  set- 
tled at  Farmington,  giving  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  ioOO,  that  he 
had  brought  from  his  native  State.  He  went  to 
Canton,  where  he  engaged  with  a  marble  company 
as  traveling  salesman,  and  at  a  later  date  was  ap- 
pointed general  agent  for  the  Woolen  Mills  in  that 
city,  representing  his  house  through  different  por- 
tions of  Illinois. 
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Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Orena 
Loomis,  a  native  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
and  a  daughter  of  Norton  .  and  Joanna  (Miller) 
Loomis.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  moved  with 
his  f.imily  to  Illinois  in  1840,  settling  in  Farming- 
ton  Township,  where  he  died  when  seventy  years 
of  age.  Her  mother,  thougli  seventy-six  years  old, 
still  enjoys  comparative  good  health.  The  Loomis 
family  is  a  veryjprominent  one.QProf.  Loomis  is 
a  kinsman  of  hers. 

Mrs.  Brown  was  but  three  years  old,  when  she 
came  with  her  parents  to  Illinois,  and  was  one  of 
the  four  children  born  to  her  parents,  viz:  Orena, 
Mary,  Jane,  and  Dexter  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  has  been  born 
one  child — Charles  Marion,  who  is  eight  years  of 
age. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  Olive  Branch  Lodge, 
N'o.  15,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Canton.  He  is  a  very  prom- 
inent citizen  and  has  held  many  public  offieey, 
being  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know 
him. 


il^OWARD  W.  SEBREE.  Among  the  resi- 
\l)\]  dents  of  Canton  who  have  prosecuted  a 
'£^^  successful  business  career  for  many  j'ears, 
(^)  and  then,  investing  their  means  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  derive  a  good  income  without  undue 
exertion,  have  retired  from  the  arduous  labors  of 
life,  is  the  gentleman  above  named.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  wagons  upwards  of 
thirty-three  years,  the  product  of  his  establishment 
finding  a  ready  sale  over  an  extended  region  of 
country.  He  was  engaged  to  some  extent  in  other 
lines  cf  business  both  before  and  after  this  experi- 
ence, and  for  some  time  past  has  been  the  owner  of 
dwellings  and  business  houses,  in  which  the  greater 
part  of  his  capital  is  invested. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  sou  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Trotter)  Sebree.  His  mother  was  born 
in  Virginia  to  the  wife  of  George  Trotter,  moved  to 
Kentucky  when  a  small  girl,  and  there  grew  to 
womanhood.  Not  long  after  marriage  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
^ebree  removed  to  Indiana,  remaining  in  that  State 


some  sixteen  years,  after  which  the}-^  took  up  their 
residence  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  Several 
3'ears  later,  in  1832,  they  came  to  tiiis  county,  where 
for  a  time  they  were  engaged  in  hotelkeeping.  Mr. 
Sebree  died  in  Canton  in  1865,  but  the  mother  of 
our  subject  had  passed  away  many  years  before. 
Their  family  comprised  six  sons  and  two  daughters^ 
of  whom  three  sons  and  one  daughter  survive. 

The  birth  of  Howard  W.  Sebree  look  place  in 
Scott  Countj',  Ind.,  not  far  from  Madison,  October 
17,  1822.  In  that  county  and  in  Canton,  which  be- 
came his  home  when  ten  years  old,  he  took  advan- 
tage of  ever}'  opportunit}-  offered  to  obtain  an 
education,  although  his  school  privileges  wore 
meagre  compared  with  those  of  the  present  time. 
On  leaving  school,  when  seventeen  years  old,  he  be- 
gan work  at  the  cooper's  trade,  making  all  kinds  of 
barrels,  but  principally  those  for  packing  pork, 
which  was  an  important  industry  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

There  being  quite  a  demand  for  wagons  he  de- 
termined to  turn  his  attention  to  tlieir  manufacture, 
and  meeting  with  success  in  his  enterprise,  continued 
it  as  before  mentioned  fur  a  lengthy  period  of 
years.  He  finally  invested  considerable  capital  in 
buildings  and  ,also  became  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick.  At  present  his  brickj'ard  is  leased, 
and  he  finds  sufficient  occupation  in  overseeing  his 
investments,  devoting  the  remainder  of  his  time  to 
domestic  and  social  life  and  the  enjoyment  of  the 
l)leasures  suited  to  his  years.  In  earlier  days  he 
was  one  of  the  stanch  Abolitionists  of  this  vicinit\-, 
and  afterward  identified  himself  with  tlie  Republi- 
can party,  whose  principles  he  still  supports.  He  is 
in  .sympathy  with  prohibition,  liberal  in  religious 
matters,  and  imbued  with  the  spirit  wiiich  leads 
iiim  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  all  which  will  advance 
the  real  welfare  of  the  community  and  State.  He 
has  never  sought  office,  but  as  a  private  citizen  has 
discharged  his  duties  in  a  quiet  and  reliable 
manner. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Sebree  is  ai.  old-fashioned,  sub- 
stantial brick  structure  on  West  Cole  street.  On 
May  27,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Siinjison, 
who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  but  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage  was  living  in  Farmington  Township, 
whither  her  parents,  John   and   JIargaret  Simpson, 
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had  removed  in  1834.  She  bore  her  husband  five 
children,  but  two  of  whom  are  living.  Those  who 
Imve  already  crossed  the  river  of  death  are  Clara, 
.lohn  S.  and  Anne.  The  living  are  Emma,  wife  of 
Charles  W.  Wilson,  and  Stella  T.,  whose  presence 
still  gladdens  the  home  fireside,  and  she  is  now  keep- 
ing house  for  her  father.    The  death  of  Mrs.  Sebree 


totik 


oe  March  3,  188L 


OHN  HENRY  JOHNSON.  This  gentle- 
man has  had  a  verj-  successful  career  since 
he  established  himself  in  London  Mills  in 
the  drug  business  in  Ma^',  1885.  He  has  a 
large  store,  22x50  feet,  tastefully  arranged  and 
supplied  with  a  very  full  stock  of  goods.  These 
include  the  articles  generally  to  be  found  in  afirst- 
class  pharmacj'.  He  usually  carries  from  three  to 
six  hundred  ounces  quinine  and  cinchona,  a  large 
varietj'  of  plusli  goods  in  their  season,  and  a 
heavy  stock  of  tobacco  and  cigars.  He  carries  as 
high  as  forty-five  butts  of  tobacco,  from  seven  to 
eight  thousand  cigars,  fifteen  to  twentj-  pails  fine 
cut  and  three  hundred  pounds  of  smoking  tobacco. 
He  does  not  sell  a  drop  of  liquor  and  never  keeps 
it  on  hand.  His  is  probably  the  onl\'  strictly  tem- 
perance drug  store  in  the  county.  He  manufac- 
tures his  own  tinctures  and  within  tn'enty-four 
hours  after  the  alcohol  comes  in,  he  has  it  made  up. 
He  saves  from  fifteen  to  thirty  cents  per  pint  on 
these  preparations,  sending  only  for  what  he  needs 
of  the  required  ingredients. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Richard 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a  minister  in 
the  Christian  Church.  He  emigrated  from  his  na- 
tive State  to  Illinois,  being  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers in  Knox  County.  He  bought  and  improved 
what  is  known  as  the  Mound  Farm  near  Abingdon, 
but  after  some  years  moved  across  the  line  into 
Warren  County  but  still  near  Abingdon.  There  he 
resided  until  his  death,  preaching  the  Gospel  as 
well  as  operating  his  farm.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Christian  Church  in  that  part  of  the 
eount}^ 

The  father  of  our  subject  was   Patton   Johnsor  , 


who  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  removed  to  this 
State  when  quite  young.  He  was  reared  in  Knox 
County  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to  Warren 
County  where  he  settled  on  a  farm.  After  a  time 
he  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  but  after  re- 
siding there  a  few  years  returned  to  this  State,  lo- 
cated at  Prairie  City  and  was  a  contractor  for  stone 
work  seven  years.  He  had  picked  up  the  mason's 
trade,  being  apt  in  mechanical  work.  For  a  few 
years  following  he  carried  on  a  farm  here,  then  re- 
turned to  the  city  and  remained  two  years.  In 
1865,  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Abingdon,  working 
at  his  trade  as  a  contractor  until  1875,  when  he 
spent  a  short  time  in  Galesburg. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Johnson  in  Monmouth,  begin- 
ning the  practice  of  the  Tliompsonian  system  of 
medicine  and  meeting  with  success.  He  was  a  fine 
botanist,  well  acquainted  with  the  properties  of 
herbs  and  roots,  from  which  he  prepared  his  medi- 
cines. In  1879  he  went  to  Vona,  Col.,  took  up  a 
claim  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  in  1889.  He 
He  was  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.    In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 

The  raotlier  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Meadows. 
She  was  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  maternal  line  of 
Martin  Coffee,  who  came  from  England  to  America 
and  died  in  Kentucky  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  one  j'ears.  A  lai-ge  estate  in  England  was  left 
b}-  a  member  of  this  family  but  the  record  is  not 
sufficiently  complete  to  prove  the  claims  of  our 
subject's  family  upon  it.  Her  father,  Henry 
Meadows,  likewise  a  native  of  the  Blue  Grass  State, 
was  one  of  the  earlj'  settlers  of  Warren  County, 
near  Abingdon.  He  bought  land  and  engaged  in 
farming,  finally  becoming  the  owner  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  from  which  he  gave  each  of  his  chil- 
dren a  farm.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and 
helped  to  build  the  old  court  house  at  Knoxville. 
He  built  his  own  rude  log  house  and  other  build- 
ings, gradually  improved  his  dwelling,  putting  on 
clapboards,  plastering  it,  etc.  He  was  quite  a  hun- 
ter and  one  of  the  most  hospitable  among  the  pio- 
neers with  whom  hospitality'  was  a  prominent 
virtue.  No  stranger  nor  hungry  man  passed  his 
door  without  be-iug  entertained.  He  was  a  very 
active  man  in  church  matters,  a  leader  among   the 
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people,  and  before  a  church  was  built,  had  services 
held  in  his  house.  He  and  grandfather  Johnson 
built  the  first  Christian  Church  in  that  section,  lo- 
cated at  Meridian.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  now  living  at 
Abingdon,  in  quite  poor  health  and  Bfty-six  years 
old. 

The  parental  family  included  Althea,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Mary  E..  Saraii  J.  and  Martha  A.,  who 
live  in  Abingdon;  John  Henry ;  Minnie  I.,  whose 
home  is  in  Peoria;  Erastus  R.,  of  Denver,  Col.; 
Artie,  who  died  at  Prairie  City  when  a  child; 
Charles  AV.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Toledo,  Peoria  &. 
Warsaw  Railroad  at  Peoria;  Milicenl  Z.,  who  lives 
in  Galesburg. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  January  11, 
1 856,  and  his  birthplace  Cedar  Rapids,  Linn  County, 
Iowa.  When  six  months  old  he  was  brought  to 
Prairie  City,  111.,  which  was  his  home  until  the  age 
of  nine  years.  He  then  went  to  Abingdon  and  at 
that  early  age  began  working  his  own  way.  He  la- 
bored on  a  farm  in  the  summer,  and  attended 
school  in  Abingdon  in  the  winter  until  he  acquired 
a  good  education.  Early  in  January,  1875,  he  be- 
gan clerking  for  F.  P.  Foltz,  the  pioneer  merchant 
and  leading  pharmacist  of  Abingdon,  from  whom 
he  learned  the  drug  business  and  the  art  of  com- 
pounding medicines.  So  skillful  did  lie  become 
that  during  the  last  four  years  of  the  seven  which 
he  spent  in  Mr.  Foltz's  employ  he  had  charge  of 
the  store.  He  was  registered  as  a  pharmacist  in 
1881. 

In  the  spring  of  1882,  Mr.  Johnson  took  a  trip 
to  Kansas  City  and  Topeka  but  returned  to  this 
State  in  the  course  of  a  month  and  in  April  came  to 
London  Mills.  The  Fulton  County  Railroad  had 
just  been  completed  and  the  town  then  had  but 
four  stores  and  a  mill.  Our  subject  took  charge 
of  the  drug  store  of  H.  C.  Whitnah,  carrying  it  on 
three  years.  He  then  bought  a  new  stock  of  drugs 
worth  11500  and  opened  his  own  establishment. 
The  firsi  year  he  rented  a  building,  19x23  feet,  hut 
as  the  rent  was  high  and  the  room  too  small  for  his 
growing  trade,  he  determined  to  build.  He  bought 
lumber  on  nine  months'  time  and  put  up  the  struc- 
ture he  now  occupies.  He  was  able  to  pay  his  bills 
in  five  months,  as  his  increasing  popularity,  close 
application  to   business  and  pharmaceutical    skill 


added  continually  to  his  custom;  His  location  is 
the  best  in  the  town  and  he  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  prosperous  dealer  there.  He  owns  one-eight 
of  a  block  of  land  with  a  store  and  residence,  and 
is  also  interested  in  Chicago  lots  in  what  was  form- 
erly the  suburb  of  Englewood.  He  and  his  wife 
carry  ten  years'  endowment  policies  to  the  amount 
of  '$6,000  in  the  ^Etna  Life  Insurance  Company. 

The  marriage  ceremony  which  united  the  lives 
of  John  Johnson  and  Mar3^  Catterton  was  per- 
formed by  Judge  Dennis  Clarke,  uncle  of  tlie 
groom,  in  Galesburg,  October  15,  1883.  The  grand- 
father of  the  bride  was  Dilar  F.  Catterton,  a  native 
of  Virginia  and  of  Welsh  descent.  He  was  an 
early  settler  in  Kentucky  where  his  son,  James  R., 
father  of  Jlrs.  Johnson,  was  born.  The  last  named 
gentleman  came  to  Lawrence  County,  111.,  in  1820 
and  farmed  there  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1850 
he  located  in  Elba  Township,  Knox  County,  where 
he  has  successfully  pursued  his  calling  and  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  three  acres  of  fine,  improved 
land.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  AVar,  and 
in  1862  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Illinois  Infantry,  serving  as  a  private  three  years. 
During  that  time  he  was  injured  by  a  team  in  a 
wagon  train  and  was  transferred  to  the  invalid 
corps.  Although  seventy  one  3'ears  old  he  is  still 
actively  engaged  in  his  business.  He  is  a  strong 
Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Johnson  is  of  English  an- 
cestry and  grand-daughter  of  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.  Her  father,  Daniel  Organ,  a  Captain  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War,  died  in  Lawrence  County,  this 
State,  whence  he  had  removed  from  Kentucky. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Catterton  is  still  living  and  is  now 
sixty-one  years  old.  She  is  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  These 
are,  Mrs.  Aurora  McKee  of  Sumuoit;  Mrs.  John- 
sou;  and  Mrs.  Lura  Norton  of  Bloomington. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  in  Elba  Township,  Knox 
County,  and  has  a  practical  education.  After  hav- 
ing attended  Abingdon  College  two  years  she  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  afterward  spending  three  months 
more  at  her  Alma  Mater.  She  held  five  certificates 
from  Mary  Allen  U'est  who  has  been  so  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  educational  work  of  this 
country  during  the  past  few    years.     To    Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Jolinson  one  child  has  been  born,  a  charming 
little  daughter,  Stella  Fa\'. 

Mr.  Johnson  wa.s  Treasurer  of  London  Mills  one 
term,  the  second  j'ear  after  t'ne  incorporation  of 
the  town.  He  has  since  declined  office  as  he  is  too 
busy  in  conducting  his  store  to  properly  discharge 
duties  of  a  public  nature.  He  belongs  to  London 
Lodge,  No.  734,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a 
Rebecca.  The  lodge  with  which  she  was  identified 
is  now  extinct.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the 
AVomen's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  an  ex- 
president  in  the  society,  and  is  a  believer  in  pro- 
hibition as  a  party  measure.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  Both  are  active  members  of 
the  Church  of  Christ.  Mr.  Johnson  is  now  Deacon 
and  Treasurer  and  his  wife  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent in  the  Sunday-school.  They  move  in  the  best 
circles  of  society  and  are  highly  regarded  for  their 
mental  culture,  useful  and  energetic  lives  and 
Christian  characters.  As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Johnson 
is  self  made  both  as  to  education  and  finances.  For 
years,  even  when  but  a  salaried  clerk,  he  supported 
his  mother,  to  whom  he  still  lovingly  gives  of  his 
abundance. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  directed  to  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Johnson,  presented  on  an- 
other page. 


^^LIVE  A.  BOWTON.  "Our  schools  are  the 
j  J  hope  of  our  country,"  and  no  more  fitting 
^^?'  subject  for  representation  in  a  Biographical 
Album  can  be  found  than  one  whose  talents  are 
given  to  promote  the  cause  of  education.  Our  sub- 
ject is  engaged  in  teaching  and  is  using  her  most 
earnest  efforts  to  elevate  and  enlighten  the  minds  of 
those  wlio  are  placed  under  her-  instruction.  She 
was  born  in  Orion  Township,  September  o,  1868, 
and  is  the  fourth  of  the  nine  children  who  made 
up  the  family  of  John  and  Lizzie  (Cox)  Bowton. 
The  other  surviving  members  of  the  family  circle 
are  Fred,  born  September  15,  1865;  Horatio,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1873;  Algie,  January  26,  1878;  and  Lil- 
lie  L.,  August  26,  1880. 

The  father,  John  Bowton,  was   born   in   the  city 


of  New  York,  September  29,  1828,  of  English  par- 
ents, Mark  and  Mary  Bowton.  While  he  was  very 
young  his  parents  removed  to  Dearborn  County, 
Ind.,  where  the  old  homestead  still  retains  the  Bow- 
ton name.  Not  many  years  after  the  removal 
Mark  Bowton  died,  leaving  five  sons  to  support 
their  widowed  mother  and  themselves  as  best  they 
could  by  such  labor  as  was  presented  to  them. 
During  the  gold  fever  of  1850  John  Bowton  and  an 
oldei  brother,  James,  went  to  California,  enduring 
many  hardships  on  their  journey,  at  one  time  sub- 
sisting nine  days  upon  tough  beef  alone,  broiled 
without  seasoning.  The  party  was  taken  over  an 
untried  route  by  a  guide,  who  was  tempted  by  an 
offer  of  11,000  to  laj-  out  a  new  way  across  the 
plains  and  mountain  ranges  to  the  great  gold  fields. 
At  one  place  they  were  led  to  a  summit,  where 
their  belongings  had  to  be  let  down  a  seventy-five- 
foot  descent  with  ropes. 

Troubles  do  not  come  singly,  and  upon  reach- 
ing California  Mr.  Bowton  was  caught  in  a  freshet, 
which  threw  him  into  the  inflammatory  rheuma- 
tism. After  his  recovery  he  began  mining,  but 
his  labor  did  not  pay  his  expenses,  and  after  sink- 
ing $500,  he  returned  home  in  1851  b3-  way  of  the 
ocean  and  Isthmus.  At  his  old  home  he  set  in- 
dustriously to  work  to  replenish  his  pocket  book. 
In  1858  he  came  to  Illinois,  purchasing  a  farm  of 
about  two  hundred  acres,  where  he  still  resides. 
On  New  Year's  Day,  1861,  he  married  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Hand)  Cox.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Orion  Township,  this  county, 
December  14,  1838,  and  was  four  years  old  when  the 
parents  returned  to  their  former  home  in  Indiana. 
There  Grandmother  Cox  died  when  her  daughter 
Lizzie  was  twelve  years  old,  leaving  her  little  fam- 
ily to  shift  for  themselves  as  best  they  could,  the 
father  being  a  happy -go  easy  man,  who  in  his 
younger  days  spent  much  of  his  time  hunting  deer 
and  other  wild  game  with  the  Indians. 

The  following  lines,  written  by  Mrs.  Lizzie  Bow- 
ton, will  give  the  reader  an  understanding  of  the 
situation: 

"When  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  old, 
I  gazed  upon  my  mother  cold, 
Three  sisters  we  and  brothers  five; 
No  one  to  guide  our  youthful  lives. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAi'UlCAL  ALBUM. 


Now  worse  than  orphans  left  were  we 
For  our  father  often  took  a  spree. 
And  when  a  father's  brain  is  wild 
He  little  thinlis  of  starving  cliild. 

So  we  scattered  from  tlie  lonely  hive. 
We  sisters  three  and  brothers  five. 
Where  are  they  now.'     I  cannot  say 
For  one  is  lost  and  strayed  away, 

And  one  has  crossed  the  river  deep 
And  is  laid  to  rest  in  her  long  last  sleep, 
And  one  lives  down  in  Fithian  town — 
A  soldier  boy  was  he. 

In  battle's  roar  he  was  drenched  with  gore, 
As  he  faced  the  battle  wild. 
No  mother  near  to  drop  a  tear 
On  her  suffering,  lonely  child. 

May  God  to  the  rest  las  mercy  show. 
Forgive  and  guide  tliem  where'er  tliey  go, 
And  when  tlie  storms  of  life  are  past 
United  be  in  Heaven  at  last. 

Yet  I  know  that  God  is  kind, 
And  with  the  fire  gold  is  refined. 
This,  dear  reader,  bear  in  mind, 
A  friend  in  Iiiiii  youll  always  find. 

Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  the 
early  education  of  Mrs.  Bowtonwas  somewhat  lim- 
ited, although  she  spent  the  winter  of  1858  at  the 
Presbyterian  Union  Seminary,  in  Danville.  In 
1800  she  returned  to  this  county  to  become  an  in- 
male  of  the  home  of  her  grandparents,  Aaron  and 
Margaret  Hand,  under  whose  careful  instruction 
her  mother  had  grown  to  womanhood  with  the 
most  desirable  qualities  of  character.  Although 
reared  principally  under  ilie  religious  teaching  of 
the  Methodist  denomination  she  is  identified  with 
Christ's  Church.  She  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  Christian  work. 

Aaron  Hand,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Bowton, 
was  born  in  Maryland  in  1793,  and  died  in  this 
county  March  7,  1873,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  but  would  never  accept  of  a  pen- 
sion, declaring  his  belief  that  it  was  not  right  for 
people  who  were  able  to  live  without  it  to  accept 
Government  aid.  He  was  an  old-line  Whig,  very 
firm  in  his  belief,  and  a  member  of  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church,strictly.adliering  to  the  Golden  Rule. 
His  daughter  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  David 


Cox,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1814,  and  went  with  her 
parents  to  Indiana  among  the  first  settlers  in  their 
section  of  the  State.  When  she  was  about  six  years 
old  she  barely  escaped  being  carried  away  on  an 
Indian  pony  by  an  old  squaw  who  had  become  at- 
tached to  her.  The  days  of  her  childhood  were 
trying  times,  the  family  often  retiring  with  drunken 
Indians  lying  a  sliort  distance  from  the  door, 
whom  they  dared  not  drive  away  for  fear  of  offense. 
Mr.  Hand  named  a  town,  Rockville,  which  was  laid 
off  on  his  farm  in  Parke  County.  Ind.  Early  in 
the  '30s  he  removed  to  Fulton  County,  111.,  ac- 
companied t)v  his  daughter  and  lier  husbsiud,  who 
afterward  returned  to  the  Hoosier  State,  as  before 
mentioned. 

The  lady  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch  was 
reared  in  a  home  where  honesty,  truthfulness  and 
industry  were  thoroughly  instilled  into  her  nature. 
Her  family  being  of  that  substantial  class  which  is 
equally  removed  from  the  rich  and  poor,  she  has 
been  happy  in  comparative  exemption  from  the 
temptations  which  are  incident  to  both  povertj' 
and  riches.  She  attended  school  in  the  country 
district  from  the  age  of  seven  to  fifteen  years,  after 
which  she  spent  nine  months  at  the  Canton  High 
School.  She  still  further  advanced  her  education 
at  Knox  Academy,  Galesburg,  during  two  terms 
in  1887.  While  there  the  Clnistian  spirit  which 
had  been  formed  by  the  close  sympathy  of  a  parent 
w'ls  fully  developed,  and  she  firmly  resolved  so 
to  live  as  to  be  an  accepted  daughter  of  the  Great 
King.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association,  Woman's  Auxiliary,  and  a 
promoter  of  the  Christian  cause. 


\|-  RA  A.  KUYKENDALL,  whose  sketch  now 
claims  attention,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
_  highly  esteemed  gentlemen  in  Liverpool  Town- 
ship, and  after  a  long  life  well  and  pleasantly  spent 
looks  back  upon  the  years  with  great  satisfaction 
in  remembering  how  faithfully  he  performed  every 
duty  that  fell  to  him. 

Our  subject's  father — James  Kuykendall — was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  grandfather,  Henry 
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Kuykcndall,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  living    [ 
to  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-flve  and  devoting 
his  attention  to  farming.     He  reared  a  family  of    ; 
twelve  children,  and  died  in  his  native  State.     He   [ 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  gun  lie 
used  is  now  in  Cuba,  this  county,  in  the  possession 
of  John  Harmison.  i 

Sir.  Kuykendall's  father  moved  to  Ohio  about 
1817,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  State.  lie 
made  the  trip  on  horseback,  and  settled  in  Rich-  j 
land  County,  where  he  entered  two  hundred  acres 
of  land.  The  country  was  very  wild,  wolves 
prowling  around,  and  deer  abounding  in  the  woods. 
He  continued  to  farm  there  until  1837,  at  which 
time  he  moved  to  this  county,  settling  near  Cuba, 
in  Putman  Township.  Here  again  he  numbered 
among  the  pioneers,  and  in  1866,  having  lost  his 
wife,  he  came  and  made  his  home  with  our  subject 
until  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  his  remains 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Cuba.  He  was  drafted  into 
the  war  of  1812,  but  was  never  called  into  service. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Attn,  who  was  born  in 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.  She  lived  to  be  about 
sixty-seven  years  old  and  at  the  time  of  her  death 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
To  their  union  were  born  nine  children,  viz: 
Ira  A.,  Matilda,  Lucinda,  Abigal,  Sarah,  Henry, 
Susan,  Anna,  and  Jennie,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  after  reach- 
ing his  twenty-fourth  year  and  attended  the  schools 
in  his  neighborhood  ;  they  were  subscription  schools 
where  eaeh  pupil  paid  $1.50  tuiiion,  and  were  nat- 
urally witliout  the  improvements  that  have  since 
been  made  in  educational  matters.  He  worked  on 
a  farm  during  the  summer  and  at  an  earlj-  age 
developed  a  great  fondness  for  agricultural  i)ur- 
suits.  When  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  married 
Miss  Rebecca  Neff,  the  ceremon}'  taking  place  on 
January  19,  1836.  Miss  Neff  was  born  in  Shenan- 
doah Count}',  Va.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Christian 
Neff,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  far- 
mer and  rope-maker  by  occupation. 

Our  subject,  after  selling  out  his  property,  came 
to  Fulton  County,  settling  in  Liverpool  Township, 
having  made  the  trip  by  wagon  and  being  five 
weeks  on  the  road.     After  his    arrival    he    entered 


one  hundre  1  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  6, 
and  spent  several  years  clearing  it  up.  He  built  a 
rude  log  cabin  such  as  were  common  to  those  pio- 
neer days,  and  worked  faitiifully  and  well  to  im- 
prove Ills  proijerty. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuykendall  have  been  born 
tliree  children,  viz:  ChristianN,  Anna  A.  Mrs.  Rol)- 
erts.  who  is  dead;  and  Mary  Electa  Jane,  Mrs.  Phil- 
lips. They  are  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  have  been  married  for  over  fifty  years  and  have 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  Our  subject  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  served  as 
Townsliip  Commissioner  for  several  terms.  He  is  a 
prosperous  man, and  one  much  liked  throughout  this 
community  for  his  sterling  worth  and  integritj'. 


PR.  REAMER  A.  SAUNDERS,  a  wealthy 
and  popular  citizen  of  Avon,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  foremost  pln'sicians  in  this 
county;  his  learning,  hie  extensive  knowledge  of 
medicine,  and  his  marked  success  in  the  skillful 
treatment  of  disease  in  its  various  forms  placing 
him  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  After  an  active 
practice  of  thirty-five  years  he  was  obliged  to  retire 
on  account  of  an  injury  he  received  that  in- 
capacitated him  for  the  further  exercise  of  his  noble 
calling.  Besides  attending  to  his  duties  as  a  phy- 
sician the  Doctor  has  been  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  part  of  the  State  as  a 
farmer  and  druggist,  and  he  has  been  greatly  pros- 
pered as  a  business  man,  has  acquired  wealth,  is  a 
large  owner  of  real-estate,  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Fulton  County  in  financial  as  well  as  in 
social  circles. 

Abraham  and  Sarah  (Kimes)  Saunders,  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county,  locating  in  what  is  now  known  as  Farming- 
ton  in  the  fall  of  1834.  and  their  names  will  ever 
be  cherished  among  those  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  Illinois  who  aided  in  laying  the  solid  foundation 
of  its  prosperity  and  present  high  standing  ms  one 
of  the  first  States  of  the  Union. 

Dr.  Saunders  was  a  boj'  of  thirteen  when  became 
with  his  father  and  mother  from   the  place  of  his 
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birth  in  Meigs  County,  Oliio,  where  he  was  born 
May  8,  1821.  amid  pioneer  surroundings.  He  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  work  of  developing  tlie  tract 
of  wild  prairie  in  Farmington  Township  into  a 
well-improvL'd  farm,  worlving  hard  on  the  old 
liomestead  until  he  was  twenty-one,  with  seldom 
ever  a  holiday  to  break  the  monotony  of  a  farmer's 
life.  In  his  boyhood  days  his  education  was  only 
sueli  as  the  district  schools  afforded,  and  he  had  an 
intense  desire  to  increase  it,  having  scholarly  tastes 
and  being  a  lover  of  books,  and  after  he  attained 
his  majority'  he  proceeded  to  gratify  his  ambition. 
He  first  took  one  term  of  an  academic  course  at 
Galesburg,  and  then  returning  to  his  native  Ohio, 
lie  attended  the  Gallopolis  Academy  one  term. 
Wishing  to  enter  the  medical  profession,  for  which 
he  had  a  natural  taste,  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Farmington,  and  in  the  winter  of  1843-'44,  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  Christie.  After  that  he  had  the 
benefit  of  one  term  of  lectures  in  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  the  winter  of  1844-'45. 
Coming  back  to  this  county,  he  pursued  his  studies 
in  Canton  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Davidson, 
remaining  with  him  until  the  spring  of  1846.  He 
then  entered  upon  his  career  as  a  physician,  estab- 
lishing himself  at  Greenbush,  in  Warren  County. 
He  did  not,  liowever,  abandon  his  studies,  although 
a  steadily  growing  practice  kept  him  quite  bus}', 
and  in  the  winter  of  1848-'49  he  again  became  a 
student  in  the  University  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  at- 
tended an  advanced  course  of  lectures  and  received 
his  dii)loma.  He  resumed  his  practice  in  Green- 
bush,  but  he  still  thirsted  for  greater  knowledge  of 
his  profession,  and  in  1855  he  went  to  New  York  to 
avail  himself  of  the  superior  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived in  studying  under  the  eminent  physicians 
that  were  connected  with  the  LTniversity  of  Medi- 
cine in  that  city,  ard  he  gained  great  profit  by  at- 
tendance at  a  course  of  lectures  in  that  institution. 
The  Doctor  continued  to  administer  relief  to  the 
sick  people  of  Greenbush  and  the  surrounding 
country  until  the  fall  of  1859,  and  having  been 
successful  financially  as  well  as  otherwise,  he  then 
invested  some  of  his  funds  in  a  farm  in  Berwick 
Township,  Warren  County,  and  taking  up  his  abode 
thereon,  combined  farming  with  his  practice,  which 
he   had  wished   to  abandon,  but  his  old  neighbors 


and  patients  would  not  allow  him  to  do  so.  such 
was  their  confidence  in  his  skill  and  learning.  In 
August,  1861,  he  offered  his  services  to  his  countr}', 
enlisting  in  Comi3an3'  E,  Thirty-third  Illinois  In- 
fantry, under  Col.  Hovey.  The  Thirty- third  was 
known  as  the  "Normal  Regiment,"  as  it  was  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  students  and  professionals. 
Our  subject  did  noble  work  while  he  was  connected 
with  the  arm}',  but  the  hardships  and  privations 
that  he  had  to  endure  undermined  his  health,  and 
at  the  end  of  five  months'  service  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability. 

After  he  left  the  army  Dr.  Saunders  returned  to 
his  farm,  and  in  1872  took  up  bis  residence  in  Avon, 
and  in  1873  he  made  a  six  months'  tour  of  England, 
Scotland,  France,  Belgium,  and  Holland.  On  re- 
turning he  bought  a  stock  of  drugs  and  opened 
a  store  in  Avon  in  connection  with  his  practice. 
He  managed  it  for  about  a  year,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  moved  to  Galesburg  in  January, 
1876.  In  the  winter  of  1878-'79  he  went  to  the 
South.  In  the  following  spring  he  located  on  one 
of  his  farms  in  Warren  Count}',  on  which  he  lived 
two  years,  and  then  once  more  returned  to  dwell  in 
Avon.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  received  an  in- 
jury, which  precluded  his  further  practice  of  his 
profession. 

In  the  spring  of  1885  our  subject  took  a  new 
departure,  and  we  find  him  pleasantly  situated  in 
Riverside,  Cal.,  where  he  became  extensively  inter- 
ested in  orange  culture,  setting  out  an  orange  grove 
of  fire  acres,  which  he  had  in  bearing  in  three 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he  revisited  Avon 
temporarily  to  superintend  the  erection  of  a  fine 
residence,  to  cost  about  15,000,  in  which  he  intends 
to  make  his  home  summers,  while  he  will  continue 
to  pass  his  winters  in  California.  He  is  a  man  of 
high  personal  standing,  being  well  known  .and  hon- 
ored throughout  this  and  other  counties.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  wide  experience  and  varied  informa- 
tion, and  his  wit,  his  geniality,  and  other  pleasant 
social  qualities  make  him  a  favorite  in  social  circles 
wherever  he  may  be.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republi- 
can, but  has  never  allowed  the  use  of  his  name  for 
office. 

Dr.  .Saunders  is  happy  in  his  domestic  relations, 
as  b}'  his  marriage  in  the  month  of  November,  1846, 
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with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Kirkpatrick,  he  secured  the 
companionship  of  one  who  fills  in  a  perfect  meas- 
ure the  positions  of  wife,  mother  and  friend.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  dead.  Their  daughter, 
Juliet  was  born  in  1848  and  died  in  infancy;  Sarah 
Marinda.  born  in  1850,  married  in  1870,  and  died 
in  1879,  in  the  month  of  April,  leaving  one  son. 
Her  husband,  Robert" Johnson,  died  in  1885.  One 
daughter,  Clara  E.,  born  February^7, 1854,  remains 
to  comfort  the\leclining'}-ears  of  her  parents.  The 
family  are  valued  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

,^^  EORGE  B.  ROLLER,  is  a  practical  and  wide- 
ill  (— ,  awake  business  man  of  Canton,  and  is  a 
'\ij^(  brick  manufacturer  of  some  prominence 
throughout  this  county.  His  birth  occurred  at 
Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  February  "21,  1855,  he  being 
the  son  of  Matthew  and  SusanJ(Bronson)  Roller. 

Our  subject  has  lived  in  Canton  since  he  was  two 
years  of  age,  receiving  his  education  in  the  High 
School  of  this  city.  He  partially  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  from  his  father,  and  then  took  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Parlin  &  Orendorff  manufacturing 
establishment.  Naturally  this  position  at  first, 
when  he  commenced  to  work  in  1872  was  but  a 
poor  one,  but  in  a  short  time  he  became  an  expert 
in  the  manufacture  of  plows.  He  continued  his 
connection  witli  this  firm  until  1889,  at  that  date 
starting  to  manufacture  brick  just  outside  of  the 
city  limits  of  Canton,  and  at  the  termination  of 
Illinois  Street.  Mr.  Roller  is  the  sole  proprietor  of 
his  business,  and  even  from  the  start  met  with 
marked  success,  and  as  the  months  passed  by  his 
trade  continued  to  increase,  until  at  present  time  he 
works  a  large  force  and  is  doing  a  first-class  busi- 
ness. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  married  Miss  Juliet 
Palmer,  a  native  of  Canton,  and  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Amanda  A.  ( I'almage)  Palmer.  Mrs.  Roller's 
parents  were  formerly  from  T^ew  York,  and  num- 
ber among  the  oldest  residents  in  this  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roller  were  married  on  March  27, 


1877,  and  to  them^have  been  born  two  children, 
viz:  Henry  P.  and  Ethel  M.  Mrs.  Roller  is  a 
member  of  the  Rebecca  Degree  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Mr.  RolierMs  an^Odd^Fellow,  and  a  member  of  the 
Olive  Branch  Lodge,  and  Star  Encampment.  He  is 
one  of  the^brightest  andjmost  active  members 'of  this 
order.  At  the  present  time  he  is  Alderman  for  the 
First  Ward  of  Canton,  and  held  tiie  same  position 
in  1885. 

Our  subjectDis  turning  out  tenlthousand  brick 
per  day,  and  having  worked  up  to  all  theQdiflferent 
branches  of  his  business  is  well  qualified  to  achieve 
unlimited  success  in  this  line. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born  at  Baden  Baden, 
Germany  in  1824  and  emigrated  to  America  while 
quite  a  young  man,  and  after  reaching  this  country 
settled  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  where  he  worked  as 
a  blacksmith  for  a  number  of  years.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Miss  Susan  Bronson,  previous 
to  her  marriage  and  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
in  1829.  They  settled  in  Canton  in  1857  and 
through  the  passing  years  have  continued  to  make 
this  their  home,  the  father  working  at  his  trade 
until  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  during  which  time 
he  moved  to  the  country.  However,  he  had  re- 
turned to  the  city  previous  to  his  death  which 
occurred  in  March  1884 — his  wife  dying  in  August 
the  same  year.  Our  subject's  parents  had  five  chil- 
dren, viz:  Anna  Mary,  wife  of  Lee  N.  Gillett,  of 
Canton;  our  subject;  Josepii;  John  Albert,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Laura,  who  resides  in  Canton. 

Mr.  Roller's  career  up  to  the  present  time  has 
been  a  most  successful  and  deserving  one,  and  his 
prospects  for  the  future  are  indeed  bright  and 
promising. 


ILLIAM  R.  CLARK,  an  old  resident  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  Liverpool  Township, 
made  his  first  appearance  into  this  world  in 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  on  July  15,  1823.  His  an- 
cestors were  of  Irish-German  origin.  His  father, 
Isaac  Clark,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  but  moved 
to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  at  a  very  early  dale  num- 
bering among  the  pioneers  of  that  count3'.  He  took 
up  Government  land  and  cleared  a  farm  from   the 
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woods  which  was  full  of  heavy  beech  timber.  His 
prosperity  was  great  and  in  course  of  time  he  owned 
quite  a  large  and  valuable  farm.  By  trade  he  was 
a  blacksmith,  and  continued  to  work  at  it  in  con- 
nection with  his  other  employment.  In  1830  he 
came  to  Sangamon  County,  this  State,  where  lie 
bought  a  quarter  of  a  section  of  land.  Many  of  the 
stones  used  in  Lhe  construction  of  the  State  Capi- 
tol were  taken  from  a  quarrj'  on  his  farm  in  Sanga- 
mon County.  He  moved  to  Liverpool  Township 
and  immediately  settled  on  section  21,  where  he 
purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  built  a 
double  log  house,  and  a  saw  and  grist  mill  on  the 
Little  Sister  Creek  and  operated  it  for  ten  years. 
His  death  occurred  after  he  had  attained  his  sixt3r- 
sixth  year,  and  he  died  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Clark's  mother,  who  previous  to  her 
marriage  was  Miss  Sarah  Royal,  was  born  in  Oliio 
and  lived  to  be  fifty-four  years  old.  To  his  parents 
were  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity:  Lydia,  Mrs.  Snell;  Ezekiel  F. ;  Margaret, 
Mrs.  Grigsby;  Am}-,  Mrs.  Bryant,  and  James.  Mr. 
Clark's  maternal  grandfather,  James  Royal,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  upon  coming  to  the  United 
States  settled  in  Ohio  and  later  came  to  Sangamon 
County,  111,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety. 

Our  subject  received  only  a  moderate  amount  of 
education  in  the  log  schoolhouses  common  to 
those  days.  At  an  early  age  he  was  emploj^ed  to 
help  clear  up  the  land,  and  remained  at  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  commenced  working  for  himself.  For  five 
years  he  worked  on  the  old  iiome  place  and  tlien 
bought  forty  acres,  ten  of  which  was  improved.  He 
was  very  industrious  and  in  a  period  of  six  years 
was  able  to  increase  the  size  of  his  farm.  Ho  has 
been  an  exceedingly  hard  working  man  and  is  noted 
for  his  strict  integrity'  and  intelligence.  He  has 
made  over  ten  thousand  rails  on  his  place  and 
raised  stock  besides  attending  to  his  farming  duty. 
He  has  been  three  ^times  married.  First,  in  1849,  to  , 
Miss  Elcy  Fitzgerald,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who 
lived  to  be  fort3'-six  years  of  age.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  viz:  Emry  W.;  Jessie  B.; 
Orville  W.,  and  Lydia.  His  wife  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  is  buried  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant Cemetery.     In  18G3,  Mr.  Clark  married    Miss 


Sarah  E.  Grisby,  and  to  this  marriage  were  born 
four  children,  viz:  Delta  M. ;  Carrie;  Nellie,  and 
William  M.  Mrs.  Clark  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  being  buried  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Cemetery. 
Once  more  in  1879,  our  subject  was  married,  this 
time  to  Miss  Huldy  McCurabcr,  a  native  of  Fulton 
County.  To  their  union  were  born  five  children 
viz:  Sadie  E.;  Phcelie;  Burleigh  W. ;  Ivy  P.,  and 
babe  unnamed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  both  members  of  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Methodist  Episco])al  Church,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  no  political  party,  but  voles  for  the  man 
he  thinks  capable  of  filling  the  desired  position.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  a  prosperous  and  highly  re- 
."jpected  man  and  has  the  pleasure  of  looking  back 
upon  a  long  course  of  life  well  spent. 


EDWARD  F  WIESNER.  Among  the  at- 
tractive estates  of  Orion  Township  there  is 
one  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  section  2,  to  which  the  eye  of  the  passer- 
by returns  again  and  again.  Everything  about  the 
pl.ace  bears  an  air  of  neatness  and  order,  while  a 
complete  line  of  excellent  buildings,  an  orchard, 
and  well-kept  fences  add  to  the  pleasing  prospect 
afforded  by  well-cultivated  fields.  This  place  is 
own^d  and  occupied  by  the  gentleman  with  whose 
name  we  initiate  this  sketch,  and  who,  although 
young,  holds  an  excellent  rank  among  agricultur- 
ists. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  living  child 
of  John  C.  and  Mary  (Metzner)  Wiesner,  natives 
of  Germany,  whence  thej'  emigrated  to  America 
about  thirt3--five  years  ago.  They  are  now  living 
in  Box  Butte  County,  Neb.,  and  have  accumulated 
considerable  property.  The  father  served  nine 
years  and  six  months  in  the  Prussian  army. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Peoria 
County,  November  3,  1861.  He  acquired  a  good 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
entered  upon  his  career  in  life,  well  equipped 
with  industrious  habits,  useful  knowledge  and  good 
principles  of  living.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
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On  January  30,  1883,  he  took  for  a  helpmate  and 
foinpanion  Miss  Nellie  V.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Scovil,  early  settlers  of  Peoria  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wiesner  have  one  child,  Claude  Leroy, 
horn  September  i,  1886.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scovil  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio,  respectivelj'. 


jf^^ETER  YER(;ER  CI  STER.  Among  the  ci 
I  Jl)  zens  who  have  contributed  tlieir  quota  t 
If^  ward  the  development  of  our  native  Ian 
%        and  who,  by  patience  and  perseverance  ha' 


Cltl- 

to- 
land, 
patience  and  perseverance  have 
made  America  what  it  is,  may  be  properly  men- 
tioned this  gentleman,  who  is  well  known  for  his 
integrity  as  a  citizen  and  his  public  spirit  as  a  pa- 
triot. He  was  for  many  years  an  active  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  in  Fulton  Township,  and  carried  on 
his  oi)erations  with  more  than  ordinary  thrift  and 
sagacity.  He  became  prosperous  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  calling,  establishing  what  was  eonsidered  one 
of  the  mo-lel  farms  of  the  county,  and  when  old 
age  came  upon  him  he  was  enabled  to  retire  to  a 
comfortable  home  in  Canton,  where  lie  lives,  re- 
.spcctcd  and  esteemed. 

Sir.  Custer  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
near  what  is  now  tlie  village  of  Trappe,  Pa.,  July 
31,  1818.  His  father,  Jacob  V.  Custer,  was  born 
in  the  same  county,  February  5,  1890.  Ilisgrand- 
fatlier,  whose  given  name  was  Peter,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  and  was  of  Low  Dutch  descent. 
He  was  born  November  20,  17G1.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Catherine  (Yerger)  Custer,  and 
she  was  horn  in  Montgomery  County-,  Pa.,  Decem- 
ber 13,  1795,  and  died  March  14,  18G9.  Her  father 
bore  the  name  of  David  Y'erger.  She  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely:  David  Y.\  Rebecca  Y.,  wife  of 
Jacob  Rambo;  Peter,  of  whom  we  write;  Jacob  Y'., 
r'.cceascd;  Catherine,  who  married  John  Nace  and 
is  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  tlie  second  son  and  third  child 
in  the  faTiiily  and  was  reared  in  his  native  village, 
receiving  his  education  in  its  scliools,  which  be  at- 
tended until  he   was  twenty  years  old.     He    also 


attended  a  boarding  school  at  Trappe.  the  princi- 
pal of  which  was  the  Rev.  Henry  S.  lihodenhaugh. 
After  leaving  school,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
teaching,  and  for  several  years  successfully  fol- 
lowed that  profession  and  also  gave  lectures  on  as- 
tronomy one  winter.  Subsequently  he  operated  a 
woolen  mill  in  the  village  of  Parker's  Ford.  Ches- 
ter County,  Pa.,  for  seven  years,  then  farmed  for  a 
time. 

In  the  spring  of  1857,  having  resolved  to  come 
West,  Mr.  Custer  sought  Canton,  where  he  resided 
for  one  year.  Then  buying  a  farm,  four  miles 
northwest  of  that  city,  he  managed  the  eighty  acres 
of  which  it  consisted  for  twenty  years.  He  gave 
his  attention  principall3'  to  raising  hogs  and  corn 
for  the  market.  In  the  meantime,  he  placed  his 
land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  erecting 
substantial  and  conveniently  arranged  buildings; 
everything  about  the  place  betokened  the  industry 
and  thrift  of  the  owner.  Apropos  of  this  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Custer,  in  1872,  was 
awarded  first  premium  for  the  best  conducted  farm 
in  Fulton  County.  It  contained  eighty  acres  of 
well-tilled  laud. 

In  1877  Mr.  Custer  sold  his  farm  to  his  son-in- 
law,  Joseph  Thornborrow,  and  retired  to  his  pleas- 
ant home  in  Canton.  His  career  throughout  his. 
life,  as  a  gentleman  and  a  citizen,  and  in  all  the 
relations  he  has  sustained  towards  others,  has 
shown  him  to  be  possessed  of  an  honorable  charac- 
ter. His  honesty  and  integrity  have  never  been 
questioned  and  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  entire 
communit3-.  Religiou.sly,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  his  first  wife  belonged 
for  fifty  years  prior  to  her  death.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  always  willing  to  work 
for  his  friends  and  anxious  to  see  them  successful 
when  nominated.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  fifty  years 
later  had  the  pleasure  of  voting  for  that  illustrious 
President's  gr.andson. 

Mr.  Custer  has  been  twice  married.  In  Septem 
her,  1842,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mijs 
Hannah  B.  Albright,  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  K.  Albright,  and  a  sister  of  Dr. 
Albright,  formerly  of  Canton.  She  was  born  in 
1817  and   died  in   Canton  in  June,  1887.     Of  her 
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marriage  six  children  are  living,  namely:  Emanuel 
A.;  Emma  A.,  wife  of  Joseph  Thornborrow;  Jacob 
A.,  a  resident  of  Washington  County,  Iowa;  David 
H.  A.,  deceased;  Peter  A.,  a  resident  of  Pike 
County,  III.;  Catherine,  who  married  James  P. 
Miller,  of  this  county,  and  Henry  A.,  a  moulder  of 
Canton. 

Mr.  Cnster  was  married  to  his  present  wife  Sep- 
tember 20,  1888.  She  was  formerly  Ellenor  M. 
Webb,  of  Canton,  and  was  the  widow  of  William 
A.  Webb,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria 
Johnson.  Her  fatlier  was  a  native  of  the  city  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  her  mother  was  born  in 
Greenwich,  near  Albany,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Custer  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  same  State  as  her 
mother,  and  is  universally  esteemed  for  her  many 
excellent  traits  of  character. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Custer  is  siiown 
in  connection  with  this  brief  biographical  sketch. 


,->=;^  TEPHEN  A.  KELLY,  a  son  of  a  well- 
^^^  known  and  highly  respected  [)ioneer,  John 
(^£j|y  B.  Kelly,  and  a  native  of  this  county,  is 
one  of  its  most  progressive  and  popular  citi- 
zens, and  is  an  intelligent  and  efficient  civic 
official.  He  is  prominenth^  identified  with  the 
farming  interests  of  Orion  Township,  where  he 
is  ably  managing  his  extensive  agricultural  inter- 
ests on  his  father's  finely  improved  farm  on  section 
1 1,  which  the  latter  purchased  half  a  century  ago, 
and  developed  by  hard  and  persistent  labor  into 
one  of  the  choicest  estates  in  this  locality. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Cattarau- 
gus County,  N.  Y.,  February  6,  1820.  His  first 
marriage  was  in  1840,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  who 
died  in  1841  leaving  no  children.  He  was  married 
the  second  time  to  R.achael  Proctor,  of  McLean 
County,  111.,  their  union  taking  place  February  10, 
1842.  She  was  born  April  24,1821.  Mr.  Kelly 
had  come  to  Orion  Township  in  the  spring  of  1840, 
and  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  resided  with 
his  family  until  his  death,  August  10,  1890.  He 
was  very  much  prospered  in  his  pioneer  labors  and 
accumulated   a  comfortable  properlj'.     For  manv 


years  he  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  but 
transmitted  to  his  son  Stephen,  our  subject,  that 
interest  formerly  held  by  himself,  as  he  was  in 
very  feeble  health,  he  having  been  severely  injured 
in  the  Chatsworth  disaster,  August  10,  1887,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  that  large  part^-  of  excursionists 
that  started  from  Peoria  to  visit  Niagara  Falls. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  Republicans  of  this  State 
and  voted  for  Fremont,  was  very  active  in  aiding 
to  raise  troops  for  the  late  war,  and  gave  two  of 
his  sons  to  the  service.  He  was  intrusted  with  all 
the  numerous  township  offices  at  some  period  of 
his  residence  in  the  township,  and  was  vahsed  very 
highly  in  his  civic  capacity. 

By  their  marriage  John  B.  and  Rachael  Kelly 
became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  born  September  14,  1844,  married  John 
W.  Tyndall,  February  13,  1868,  and  lives  in  Orion 
Township;  Nelson,  born  December  25,  1845,  mar- 
ried Sophia  Bitts  and  lives  in  Peoria  County; 
Alonzo,  born  February  10,  1847,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  died  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  February  1,  1864;  William,  born  April 
15,  1848,  lives  in  Pekin;  Jennie,  born  September 
12,  1849,  married  Walter  Eagles  and  lives  in  Orion 
Tovvnshij);  Hannah,  born  November  14,  1850, 
married  Mark  Bowton,  and  died  January  8,  1872; 
Ranson,  born  August  29,  1852,  married  Alice 
Richardson  and  lives  on  the  homestead  ;  Alice,  born 
November  6,  1853,  married  F.  Rice,  December  12, 
1872,  and  lives  in  Orion  Township;  Stepiien  A., 
born  November  26,  1856,  married  Lyde  Kleflfman 
January  21,  1888,  who  died  November  20,  1889, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Lyde;  John  F.,  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1857,  married  Alice  Bell  and  lives  in 
Orion  Township;  Orren,  born  December  7,  1859, 
died  in  infancy;  Cassia  A.,  born  January  8,  1860, 
married  Lemuel  R.  Vandeventer,  and  lives  in  Orion 
Township;  Emma,  born  August  15,  1862,  died 
August  22,  1866;  Warren,  born  July  6,  1864,  mar- 
ried Annie  Duffield  and  lives  in  Peoria. 

Stephen  A.  Kelt)-,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  this  county,  and  early  adopted  the 
calling  to  which  he  had  been  bred.  In  1883  he 
went  to  Dakota,  and  there  he  engaged  in  stock-rais- 
ing and  was  quite  successful  financially.  He  sub- 
sequently returned  to  Orion  Township,  and  is  now 
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managing  his  father's  valuable  farm  on  section  11. 
This  comprises  three  hundred  and  twentj'  acres, 
and  is  amply  supplied  with  substantial  and  conven- 
iently arranged  buildings,  and  all  the  appurte- 
nances of  a  first-class  farm. 

Mr.  Kelly  is  a  true,  courteous  gentleman,  con- 
.siderate  and  genial  in  his  intercourse  with  others, 
and  a  general  favorite  among  his  associates.  In 
business  matters  lie  is  wide-awake  and  keen,  and  is 
judicious  and  fair  in  his  dealings.  His  character 
and  capability  eminently  Ht  him  for  positions  of  trust 
and  honor,  and  he  is  following  in  his  father's  foot- 
steps as  a  public  official.  He  represents  Orion 
Tovvnshi|i  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors, 
and  the  fact  that  the  township  is  a  Democratic 
stronghold,  yet  he,  a  stanch  Republican,  was  elec- 
ted by  a  majority  of  fifty-one,  demonstrates  his 
popularitj-. 


i^^HOMAS  OFFICER  CAMRON.  Those  in- 
m^^  terested  in  pioneer  experiences  would  derive 
^V^^'  much  pleasure  from  conversation  with  this 
gentleman  who  well  remembers  many  incidents  of 
frontier  life  in  this  county.  His  father,  James 
Cnmron,  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  wiience  he  came 
to  White  County  when  but  a  child.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  .Joel  Harrell,  a  Kentuckian 
and  a  slaveholder,  who  on  removing  to  what  was 
then  the  Territor}'  of  Illinois  brought  slaves  with 
him.  The  marriage  of  this  couple  was  probably 
the  liisl  celebrated  in  Cass  Township.  Their  first 
home  was  near  Smithfleld  where  their  first-born, 
our  subject,  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  February 
18, 1828.  His  parents  had  eleven  children,  nine  of 
wliom  lived  to  maturity.  The  mother  entered  into 
rest  in  1872  and  the  father  subsequently  contracted 
a  second  marriage. 

When  our  subject  was  about  six  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  a  farm  near  Bernadotte,  being 
accompanied  by  his  uncles,  Thomas  and  John.  Tlie 
latter  had  begun  building  a  mill  which  was  the 
storting  point  of  the  town,  and  was  the  lirst  water- 
mill  on  Spoon  River.  He,  of  whom  we  write,  dis- 
tinctly remembers  the  journey  hither  and  that,  the 


river  being  up,  the  goods  were  brougl.t  across  in 
an  Indian  dugout  while  the  men  were  obliged  to 
swim  and  drive  their  stock.  A  cabin  was  built  in 
the  brush  from  which  their  land  extended  on  to 
the  prairie  to  the  south.  This  part  of  the  farm  was 
soon  placed  under  cultivation,  and  b^-  the  aid  of 
their  cattle,  of  which  they  owned  a  considerable 
number,  the  brush  was  soon  killed  around  the 
house.  The  stock  grazed  about  at  will  and  Mrs. 
Camron  was  in  the  habit  of  sprinkling  salt  about 
in  the  brush  when  the  dew  was  on  to  induce  the 
animals  to  graze  there  and  so  tramp  down  the 
bushes. 

The  sod  of  the  prairie  was  turned  by  a  plow  with 
a  wooden  moldboard,  drawn  by  an  ox-team,  and 
the  tract  upon  which  our  subject  now  lives  is 
one  of  the  first  pieces  subdued  from  its  primitive 
wildness.  Mr.  Camron  lemembers  an  Indian  scare 
which  was  occasioned  by  a  settler  named  Welsh  who 
lived  some  five  miles  northwest,  passing  Mr.  Cam- 
ron's  3'elling  and  comporting  himself  in  a  savage 
manner,  thus  giving  the  impression  that  the  red 
men  were  in  the  neighborhood.  On  another  occa- 
sion Indians  had  camped  in  the  vicinity,  and  refus- 
ing to  leave  when  ordered  to  do  .so  were  set  upon 
with  hickor}'  switches  and  whipped  away.  While 
the  home  of  our  subject's  parents  was  near  Smith- 
field  there  was  an  unusual  fall  of  snow  which  is 
distinctly  recalled  by  Mr.  Camron.  His  father  was 
getting  in  wood  l>y  hitching  the  horse  to  a  "drag" 
and  starting  him  homeward  in  a  place  which  he  had 
broken  down  somewhat  in  the  snow.  The  wife 
would  unhitch  the  horse  and  start  him  back  to  her 
husband,  in  this  way  saving  his  passage  to  and  fro 
in  the  drifts. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  received  his  education  in 
an  old  log  schoolhouse  about  two  miles  from  his 
home,  his  text  books  being  Webster's  Speller  and 
a  paddle,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  attend- 
ance, a  geography.  He  lived  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Elli.s.  entered 
a  prairie  farm  in  Boone  County,  Iowa,  and  estab- 
lished his  home  there.  Mrs.  Camron  is  a  daughter 
of  Solomon  H.  Ellis,  one  of  the  old  settlers  in 
While  County,  where  she  was  born  and  lived  to  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  She  belongs  to  a  family  which 
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is  of  the  Dunkfti-d  religion.  Slie  has  borne  her  hus- 
band nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infanc3\ 
Tlie  survivors  are  Joel  Franklin,  Perraelia  J., 
Emma  A.,  Ellen,  Enos  A.,  William  II.  and  Alice  S. 
The  oldest  of  these  has  a  wife  and  three  children 
and  is  now  farming  in  Calhoun  Count}',  Iowa.  Per- 
melia  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Harrold,  of  Farmers 
Township,  and  Ellen,  the  wife  of  M.  Dunblazier,aiso 
a  farmer  in  this  township.  The  others  are  unmar- 
ried and  still  reside  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  Iowa  home  of  our  subject  was  about  sev- 
enty miles  from  Spirit  Lake  where  the  massacre 
took  place  in  1847,  the  section  at  the  time  of  his 
residence  being  quite  on  the  frontier.  "When  the 
war  broke  out  Mr.  Camron  returned  to  his  native 
State  with  the  intention  of  leaving  his  family  at 
home  and  going  into  the  arni^'.  His  people*  how- 
ever, were  so  set  against  his  intention  that  he  flnallj^ 
abandoned  it  and  settled,  selling  hislowu  land  and 
buying  about  two  miles  north  of  his  present  resi- 
dence. There  he  remained  twelve  years,  then 
traded  for  about  eleven  hundred  acres  in  Arkan- 
sas County,  Ark.,  where  he  made  his  home  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  this  county,  traded  a 
part  of  his  land  for  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in 
Bernadotte  Township,  near  the  village,  upon  the 
corporation  line  of  which  the  tract  corners.  The 
most  of  this  property  is  under  a  fine  state  of  culti- 
vation, but  our  subject  makes  his  home  on  his  fa- 
ther's homestead  in  order  to  keep  it  in  proper 
condition. 

Although  favoring  Democratic  views  in  the 
main,  Mr.  Camron  is  not  so  radical  a  party  man  as 
many  of  his  associates.  He  has  never  been  an  of- 
fice-holder, finding  sufficient  occupation  in  his  per- 
sonal affairs,  the  quiet  duties  of  citizenship  and  the 
pleasures  of  social  and  domestic  life. 

eEORGE  W.  DOBSON.  The  subject  of  our 
present  sketch  is  a  man  whose  history  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  place  in  our  Album,  from  the 
fact  that  his  success  in  life  is  an  admirable  example 
to  the  younger  members  of  our  society,  and  lie- 
cause  a  record  of  his   faithful  and  courageous  ser- 


vice during  the  late  war  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest 
to  the  general  reader.  He  was  born  in  Woodland 
Township,  July  23,  1845,  being  a  son  of  Joseph 
Dobson. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  native  of  Kentuckj', 
but  came  to  this  place  in  1830,  making  the  trip  by 
means  of  a  flalboat  down  the  Ohio  River  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  coming  up  that  river 
and  the  Illinois  River  landed  at  Point  Isabel,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  here.  He  came  in  1833 
and  took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land.  The  country  was  ver^'  wild  and  the 
land  covered  with  heavy  timber  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  content  himself  with  a  rude  log  cabin 
while  he  cleared  the  land  preparatory  to  farming. 
He  next  moved  to  Woodland  Township  where  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
section  1.  He  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1865 
at  which  time  his  death  occurred.  He  served  in 
the  Mexican  War  for  one  j'ear  and  was  discharged 
at  Comargo,  Mexico,  on  account  of  disability.  He 
was  at  one  time  a  Whig  and  afterward  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Shealds,  who  was  born  in  Corydon,  Ind.  She 
lived  to  be  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  and  was  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  viz.:  Martlia,  William  M.,  James  V., 
John  M.,  Anna,  Mrs.  Rancaus,  Martin  K.,  George 
W.,  Ellen,  Hardin,  and  Winfield  8. 

Mr.  Dobson  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  like  the 
majority  of  boj'S  at  that  day,  attended  school 
through  the  winter  and  worked  on  the  farm  through 
the  summer.  When  only  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
enlisted  in  the  army  August  23,  1863,  in  Company 
K,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  was  sent  to  Cov- 
ington, and  then  through  the  Cumberland  Moun- 
tains and  was  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He 
was  captured  at  Jonesville,  Ya.,  in  January,  1864, 
and  was  taken  on  foot  bare-footed,  to  Lynchburg, 
and  then  to  Richmond,  where  he  was  placed  in 
prison  for  four  weeks,  and  then  sent  to  Anderson- 
viUe  Prison  where  he  remained  another  four  weeks. 
He,  with  other  prisoners,  flanked  out  and  went  to 
Richmond,  where  he  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  a 
hospital.  He  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Annapolis 
I  and  in  August  was  sent  liome.  In  October,  1864, 
he   returned  to  liis   regiment   and    was   in  Hood's 
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campaign  afouriil  Nashville  until  1865,  an^l  was 
discharged  on  August  25,  of  that  j'ear  at  Nashville, 
In  1871  ho  came  here  and  settled,  renting  land  in 
Isaljel  Township  wliere  he  lived  until  1878  and 
then  moved  to  Kertou  Township,  taking  possession 
of  the  eighty  acros  of  land  which  his  wife's  fatiier 
had  given  her  in  that  township. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  November 
4,  1874,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Brown,  daugliter  of  Jacob 
Brown,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Ai.- 
lU-M.  To  this  marriage  were  born  three  children, 
viz.:  Lnliend  E.,  Freddy,  and  John  M.  Mr.  Dob- 
son  is  in  sympatliy  with  tlie  Republican  party  and 
is  largely  interested  in  all  public  measures  that 
promise  to  benefit  the  community  in  wliicli  he 
resitles. 


m 


E.  OVERTON,  the  subject  of  the  present 
II  "^  sketch,  is  a  native  of  Bernadotte  Township, 
^J  Fulton  County,  111.,  having  been  born  July 
25,  1841.  His  parents,  Francis  L.  and  Sarali  (Van 
Dorn)  Overton,  settled  in  Bernadotte  T\>wnship 
near  Ira  Elrod,  in  the  year  1853,  and  two 
years  later  removed  to  section  7,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  the  father's  death.  Francis 
L.  Overton  taught  school  in  his  younger  days,  but 
after  coming  to  tliis  county  devoted  his  time  to 
farming  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  local  affairs, 
at  various  times  liolding  offices  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. He  was  especially  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters.  His  wife,  who  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage  was  Mrs.  Sarah  Wilcox,  owned  the  one 
hundred  and  sixtj'  acres  of  land  on  a  part  of  which 
her  son  now  resides.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  Charles  E. ;  Luther  M., 
who  was  married  first  to  Miss  Mary  Fate,  and  after- 
ward to  Miss  Alice  Vorhees,  and  who  lives  on  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead;  Harriet  M.,  who  mar- 
ried George  Fate,  and  died  nineteen  years  ago; 
Alice  A.,  who  married  Mrs.  Curtis  J.  Strode,  lives 
in  Lee  Township,  this  county;  and  Francis  L.  The 
latter  and  his  wife  Sarah  are  buried  in  the  Randall 
graveyard  side  by  side. 

Charles  Overton    was   educated    in    the    public 
schools,    and    passed   one  term   in  the    Lewistown 


Seminary,  acquiring  thus  a  sufficient  amount  of 
knowledge  to  begin  teaching  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen.  However,  after  two  ternis  of  teaching 
and  wlieu  he  had  reached  his  twentieth  year,  he  en- 
listed as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  1861.  He  was  in  Company  G,  Fiftietli 
Regiment  Illinois  Infantry,  which  was  organized  at 
Quine}^,  HI.,  and  his  first  service  was  in  Missouri 
along  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad.  He 
figured  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  narrowly  es- 
caped a  very  serious  wound,  a  ball  striking  the 
metal  on  his  leather  belt  and  glancing  off.  He  also 
took  part  in  the  battle  and  siege  of  Corinth  on  the 
3d  and  4th  of  October,  besides  which  he  was  in 
many  smaller  eng.agements  and  served  in  Missouri, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississipjji  and  Louisiana. 
Being  transferred  to  the  Fifty-fifth  United  State- 
Colored  Infantry,  he  received  a  commission  as 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  and  later  was  Cap- 
tain for  a  year  and  a  half.  Mr.  Overton  continued 
in  service  until  January  1,  1866,  at  which  date  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  imme- 
diately returned  to  his  home  in  Bernadotte  Town- 
ship, where  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

In  October,  1856,  Mr.  Overton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Laura  E.  Heckard,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Kimball)  Heckard.  After  his 
return  from  war  he  bought  the  eastern  half  of  the 
old  homestead,  but  sul)sequently  exchanged  it  for 
the  western  half,  and  to  this  ho  has  continued  to 
add  until  his  estate  at  the  present  writing  embraces 
two  hundred  and  seventy- five  acres  of  highly  im- 
proved and  valuable  land.  Upon  this  he  has  a 
large  frame  house  and  many  barns  which  have  been 
erected  by  himself.  For  several  years  after  his 
marri.age  he  taught  school.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  viz:  Fnnk  L.,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 10,  1867,  and  is  now  Assistant  Cashier  of  the 
Arkansas  Banking  Company,  of  Stuttgart,  Arkansas 
County,  Ark.;  and  Cora  B.,  who  was  born  March 
20,  1875,  and  lives  at  home.  The  Overtons  weie 
of  Scotch  origin,  and  the  A'an  Dorns  an  old  and 
prosperous  German  family. 

In  politics  Mr.  Overton  is  a  Republican,  and  like 
his  father  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  having  assisted 
several    slaves    to    escape — whole    families   going 
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through  at  once.  He  has  served  his  township  as 
Collector,  Assessor  and  School  Director.  Besides 
farming  he  is  interested  in  stock-raising,  and  ranks 
among  the  most  prominent  and  successful  men  in 
the  county-  He  is  also  largeily  interested  in  real- 
estate  in  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  being  a  large  stockholder 
in  the  bank  at  that  place,  and  being  one  of  the 
three  men  who  secured  the  charter  for  the  Stutt 
gart  &  Arkansas  River  Railroad.  His  son  Frank  L. 
was  educated  in  the  Fulton  County  schools,  and  at 
the  Normal  School,  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  honors  on  June  2,  1887.  He 
afterward  went  through  a  commercial  course  at  the 
same  institute,  being  graduated  March  21,  1889. 
Miss  Cora  Overton  has  up  to  the  present  time  at- 
tended school  in  her  native  county  and  also  at 
Cuba,  and  her  parents  are  making  arrangements  to 
have  her  most  thoroughly  educated.  Mr.  Overton 
has  been  of  much  benefit  to  the  community  in  which 
he  resides,  being  at  all  times  interested  in  public 
matters  and  a  willing  contributor  to  worthy  causes. 


^^ORNELIUS  MUMMERT.  Among  the 
[I  younger  farmers  who  are  active  in  carrying 

^^^J  on  the  agricultural  interests  in  this  count}- 
but  few  have  met  with  more  success  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  their  noble  calling  than  our  subject.  He 
is  one  of  tiie  most  extensive  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  in  Woodland  Township,  and  bids  fair  to 
place  himself  among  the  most  substantial  citizens 
of  this  part  of  the  State. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  was 
born  m  York  County,  May  8.  1854.  His  father, 
Jonas  Mummert  was  also  a  native  of  that  county, 
while  his  father  came  from  Holland.  After  arriv- 
ing in  this  country  he  had  located  on  a  farm  in 
Pennsylvania  and  there  his  remaining  days  were 
passed  in  peace  and  tranquillity. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  on  the  old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania  and 
was  there  married,  taking  as  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Stremmel,  a  native  of  the  same  county.  She  is 
still  living,  being  now  over  sixty  years  old  and  is 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Gernmn   Baptist  Church. 


Mr.  Mummert  owned  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  was  one  of  the  extensive  farmers  of  York 
County.  He  also  operated  a  gristmill  seven  years. 
He  finally  disposed  of  his  property  in  186G,  and 
coming  to  this  county  purchased  three  hundred 
acres  of  choice  land  on  sections  7  and  8,  Woodland 
Township.  There  were  but  few  improvements  on 
the  place  and  it  was  only  by  years  of  hard  labor 
that  it  was  brought  to  its  present  fine  condition. 
He  erected  the  handsome  brick  house,  in  which  our 
subject  now  lives  and  put  up  buildings  of  a  good 
class  for  ever}'  needed  purpose.  He  farmed  exten- 
sively and  raised  a  great  deal  of  stock.  He  was 
quite  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  while  in 
Pennsylvania  served  in  various  official  capacities 
and  assisted  in  the  draft  during  the  war.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
German  Baptist  Church  from  the  time  he  was 
twenty-one  until  his  premature  death  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years,  when  not  only  his  church  was  de- 
1  prived  of  a  valuable  worker  but  his  community' 
j  lost  a  good  citizen.  Fourteen  children  were  born 
to  him  and  his  wife,  of  whom  the  following  grew 
to  maturity:  John,  George,  Conrad.  Amanda,  Cor- 
j  nelius,  Jonas,  Moses,  Pollv,  Andrew,  Elizabeth, 
Savilla  and  Barbary. 

Young  Mummert  was  reared  to  a  farmer's  life  on 
his  father's  homestead  in  this  county  he  being  a  lad 
1   of  twelve  years  wben   his  parents  removed    hither. 
i   lie  received  his  early  education  in  a  German  school 
I    in  Pennsylvania  and  as  a  boy    he    worked   in   his 
father's   gristmill    and    on    the    farm.     He  was  of 
great  assistance  to  his  father  in  clearing  and  improv- 
i   ing  his    land    here.     After    his  father's  death   the 
1   farm  was  sold  to  his  father-in-law,  and  our  subject 
'.   is  now  living  on   the   place  and    managing  it.     It 
comprises  three  hundred  and   four  acres,  a  part  of 
which  Mr.  Mummert  owns  and  he  has  besides  one 
hundred    and    forty-seven    acres    of  fine    farming 
land  in  Vermont  Township,  all  well-improved  and 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.     Our  subject  is 
a  stirring,  wide-awake  man,  possessing  shrewd  busi- 
ness talents  and  other  fine  qualifications.    He  has  re- 
cently completed  the  finest  barn  in  Fulton  Countv 
at  a  cost  of  $1,800   besides  his  own  labor  upon  it. 
He  lives  in  a  commodious   two-story   brick  house, 
which  occupies  a  high   prominence,   is   shaded    by 
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lovely'  trees  and  has  a  beautiful  lawn,  makiuj;;  this 
one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  desirable  places  of 
residence  in  this  part  of  the  county-. 

Mr.  Mnmmert  and  Miss  Sarah  J.  Cassell  were 
married  October  ^2,  1878,  and  they  htive  reared 
tliree  cliildren  whom  the}'  have  named,  Ida,  Will- 
iam and  Jonas.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muinnicrt  are 
members  of  the  German  Baptist  ('hurcli  and  polili- 
cally  h  1  is  a  Democrat. 


\|^  ETER  CRICK,   farmer  and  stook-raiser  of 

ij  Jjj  Pleasant  Township,  is  the  subject  of  the 
'^r**^     present  sketch,   and  is  a   native  of  Perry 

]^  Count}-,  Pa.,  having  been  ^born  there  on 
the  29th  of  June,  1817.  His  parents,  John  and 
Margaret  (Troutner)  Crick,  were  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  jiateinal  ancestors  were  of 
German  extraction. 

Mr.  Crick,  at  the  age  of  ten  years  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  in  that  State  passed  bis 
boyhood  and  youth.  He  received  only  a  moderate 
education,  owing  to  the  imperfect  educational  fa- 
cilities of  those  da^'S,  and  at  an  early  age  learned 
farm  work,  and  so  fitted  himself  to  be  through  af- 
ter life  a  successful  agriculturist. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Ohio  in  1841,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Fulker.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz:  Samuel,  who  resides  in  Pleasant  Township;  Jo- 
siah,  who  lives  in  Marshall  County,  Kau. ;  Emeline, 
wife  of  Lester  Shago,  of  Pleasant  Township;  John, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Pleasant  Township;  and 
Anna,  wife  of  Allen  Lovell,  of  Marshall  County, 
Kan. 

Mr.  Crick  was  called  upon  to  sustain  the  sad  loss 
of  his  wife  in  18G1,  and  was  again  married  in  Ohio, 
in  1862,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Black,  widow 
of  Prederick  Black,  of  Miami  County,  Ohio.  In 
that  county  Mrs.  Crick  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
September,  1827,  being  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  ^Yerty,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
respectively. 

To  our  subject  and  bis  wife  have  been  born  two 


childien,  one  of  whom\,  Jacob,  is  living  in  Pleasant 
Township,  and  the  other,  Miranda,  is  dead.  After 
coming  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Crick  for  a 
sliort  time  resided  in  McDonough  County,  where 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Iowa  County,  Iowa,  but  after  one  year 
returned  to  McDonough  County,  and  finally  at  the 
expiration  of  a  year  settled  iir  Fulton  County. 
Those  early  days  were  fraught  with  mucih  that  is 
amusing  to  remember,  but  that  was  very  hard  at 
the  time.  Many  were  the  privations  both  for  hus- 
band and  wife,  and  the  BibUcal  instruction  was  car- 
ried out,  the  wife  being  in  reality  the  helpmate 
in  affairs  both  great  and  small. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crick  are  identified  with  the  Dunk- 
ard  Church,  and  are  held  in  the  highest  possible 
esteem  by  all  who  know  them.  He  is  indeed  a 
self-made  man,  and  one  who  undoubtedly  has 
achieved  unusual  success  both  in  business  and  so- 
cial circles,  having  a  comfortable  fortune,  and  a 
host  of  friends.  His  estate  embraces  eighty-three 
acres  of  fine  farming  land  under  good  cultivation. 
Mrs.  Crick  had  by  her  first  marriage  with  Frederick 
Black,  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  viz: 
Andrew,  in  Pleasant  Township;  John  W.,  Ipava, 
111.;  and  Mary,  wife  of  W.  A.  R.  Lowell,  of  Ip.ava; 
Jacob  and  Aaron  are  dead.  We  are  gratified  to 
represent  such  popular  people  as  Mr.  Crick  and  his 
wife,  in  our  Album,  and  realize  fully  that  to  such 
citizens  the  glory  of  Fulton  County's  progress  is 
largely  due. 


r-=^'ERDINAND   WEIRATHER,  a  well-to-do 

Pi  farmer,  resident  of  Lewistown  Township,  was 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  January,  1825. 
His  father,  Francis  Joseph  Weirather,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  place.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Fatherland.  He  was 
a  descendant  of  an  ancient  family  that  emigrated 
from  Italy  to  Germany  during  the  Roman  conquest. 
Ferdinand  was  the  only  son  of  bis  father,  and 
was  ver}-  young  when  the  latter  died.  He  was 
cared  for  by  his  mother  and  stepfather  and  received 
a  sound  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land. 
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which  he  attended  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old. 
At  that  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  cabinet-maker  at  which  he  served  two  and  one- 
half  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  as  was 
then  the  custom,  he  traveled  and  worivcd  in  differ- 
ent cities  in  Germany  tlie  ensuing  three  j'ears.  He 
was  ambitious  to  better  his  condition  and  in  March, 
1846,  emigrated  to  America  to  find  what  life  held 
for  him  here.  He  went  first  to  Liverpool,  England, 
and  from  there  set  sail  on  a  vessel  bound  for  these 
shores  and  landed  at  New  York  after  a  voyage  of 
thirtj'-fiye  daj's.  A  stranger  in  a  strange  land  who 
conld  not  talk  the  language  of  its  people  and  with- 
out money,  our  subject  was  in  a  forlorn  condition 
when  he  arrived.  But  with  good  courage  he  sot 
out  to  find  work,  and  soon  obtained  emplo3^raent 
at  his  trade  in  the  city.  He  remained  in  New  York 
two  years,  and  then  went  to  New  Orleans.  After 
a  short  stay  there  he  ascended  the  Mississippi  River 
to  Quinc}-  and  worked  there  for  a  time.  He  then 
boarded  a  steamer  bound  for  Peoria,  but  on  his 
arrival  at  that  place  he  was  ilisappointed  to  find  it 
a  much  smaller  village  than  he  expected,  so  he  did 
not  land  but  kept  on  to  Peru,  and  tlience  went  l)y 
c.inal  to  Chicago.  That  city  was  not  then  a  very 
large  town  and  though  he  could  get  work  there  he 
could  not  get  his  pay  in  cash,  but  had  to  take  it  in 
orders  on  a  store.  That  did  not  suit  him  so  he 
Cducluded  to  go  further  eastward  and  pushed  on  to 
Buffalo  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  and  then  by  rail- 
road and  Hudson  River,  and  anally  found  himself 
once  again  in  New  York  City.  He  secured  em- 
ployment in  a  piano  factory  and  remained  there 
until  1855. 

In  that  year  our  subject  returned  to  Illinois,  and 
for  one  year  worked  at  his  trade  in  Peoria.  During 
that  time  he  visited  Fulton  County,  and  bought  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  which  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated on  section  6,  Lewistown  Township.  He  set- 
tled on  the  place  in  185G  and  has  since  made  his 
home  here.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  choice  farms 
of  the  township,  is  under  excellent  cultivation  and 
is  provided  with  neat  and  well-built  frame  buildings 
and  everything  for  carrying  on  agriculture  advan- 
tageously. 

Mr.  Weirather  has  proved  as  capable  a  farmer 
a^  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  skilled  mechanic, 


and  has  been  well  prospered  in  his  agricultural 
ventures.  He  is  a  man  of  solid  virtues,  sensible 
and  thoughtful  in  his  views,  and  in  him  and  his 
wife  the  Baptist  Church  finds  two  Christian  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  Weirather  was  married  in  1850  to  Nathalie 
Weidensee,  a  native  of  Saxony,  Germany.  They 
have  been  eminently  happy  in  their  domestic  rela- 
tions and  have  been  blessed  by  ten  children:  Fer- 
dinand, Edward  J.,  Herman,  Amelia,  Charles,  Mary, 
Ida,  George,  .Sidney  and  Harrie,  all  living. 


^^  EORGE  KEEFAUVER:  On  section  36,  in 
if  'Wf  '''^^  southeast  corner  of  Joshua  Township, 
^^^S  lies  a  pleasant,  finely  tilled,  and  well-im- 
proved farm,  which  is  the  property  of  our  subject. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county'  for  nearly 
forty  years,  and  has  aided  in  the  pioneer  laliors 
that  have  brought  it  to  its  present  condition. 

Mr.  Keefauver  is  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  in  December,  1816. 
In  the  prime  of  early  manhood,  he  went  from  his 
early  home  to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  pio- 
neer of  that  region.  In  the  year  1851,  he  left  the 
Buckeye  Slate  to  take  up  his  residence  on  the  prai- 
ries of  Illinois.  _He  then  bought  sixty-seven  acres 
of  his  [iresent  farm  in  Joshua  Township,  and  luas 
since  added  to  it  until  it  comi>rises  eighty  acres  of 
as  choice  farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  this  part 
of  the  county.  The  land  is  valued  at  $75  per  acre. 
He  has  erected  on  it  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings, 
and  everything  about  the  place  is  well  ordered,  and 
betokens  the  care  of  a  neat,  thrifty  and  capable 
owner.  He  has  accumulated  his  property  by  down- 
right hard  labor,  b3'  that  wise  economy  that  knows 
how  to  spend  as  well  as  to  save,  and  by  the  exer- 
cise of  sound  judgment  in  his  dealings.  His  place 
is  among  the  most  respected  citizens  of  Joshua 
Township,  and  his  honesty  and  uprightness  in  all 
the  affairs  of  life  have  gained  for  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  entire  community.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  voted  for  Benjamin  Harrison 
for  President. 

Mr.  Keefauver  has  been  twice  married.    Nuvem- 
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ber  15,  1838,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lizzie  Miller, 
near  Winclioster,  Ohio.  After  nearly  forlj'  years 
spent  together,  their  peaceful  aud  liappy  married 
life  was  brought  to  a  close  by  Mrs.  Keefauver's 
death.  May  16,  1878.  Mr.  Keefauver  was  married 
tt)  his  present  estimable  wife,  formerly  Malissa 
Parker,  February  13,  1879,  in  Fulton  County,  HI. 
She  is  a  sincere  Christian,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  another  page  the  reader  will  notice  a  view  of 
the  fine  farm  of  Mr.  Keefauver,  including  the  resi- 
dence and  other  substantial  buildings. 


ANIEL  M.  HIGGINS.  Although  this 
gentleman  is  still  quite  a  young  man,  he 
has  become  well-known  as  a  successful 
fiirnier,  who  pursues  the  most  approved 
methods  in  the  management  of  his  estate,  keeping 
it  above  par  in  its  improved  and  orderly  appear- 
ance, and  making  of  it  an  attractive  as  well  as  re- 
munerative piece  of  property.  He  is  also  held  in 
good  repute  as  an  lionest,  upright  man  and  citizen, 
who,  although  not  a  raruiber  of  any  religious  or- 
ganization, is  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  church 
and  all  good  causes. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Hiram  Higgins  and 
Elizabeth  Baughman,  were  married  February  14, 
1844,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Cass  Town- 
ship, this  county.  The  mother  had  been  born  in 
that  township  Deeembei'  10,  1828,  and  the  father 
had  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Kentucky, 
March  4,  1820.  The\'  occupied  a  farm  in  the  town- 
ship mentioned  until  the  death  of  the  husban<l,  Oc- 
tober 27,  1883.  The  widow  remained  at  the  old 
home  two  years,  then  took  up  her  residence  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ellen  Land  is,  with  whom  she 
still  makes  her  home. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  25,  1852,  being 
the  fourth  son  in  a  family  that  included  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  re- 
sided under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage, 
which  w:is  solemnized  December  20,  1883.  He 
then   established  his  own  home  on  the  homestead. 


remaining  there  until  the  1st  of  March,  1889,  when 
he  took  possessio  i  of  his  present  place  of  abode. 

The  property  purchased  by  Mr.  Higgins.  con- 
sists of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  2a, 
Decrfield  Township,  upon  which  the  various  im- 
provements had  been  made  that  make  it  a  desirable 
place  of  resilience.  Tiie  dwelling  is  a  two-story 
brick  structure,  well  built,  and  designed  with  a 
view  to  the  comfort  of  the  occupants,  the  main  part 
being  18x36  feet,  with  an  "L"'  of  the  same  size.  It 
contains  eight  large  rooms  with  porches,  etc.,  and 
has  pleasant  surroundings.  The  barn  is  36x40  feet, 
with  an  immense  shed  attached  1 6x80  feet  in  size, 
affording  adequate  shelter  for  a  large  number  of 
animals,  and  much  fodder. 

The  charming  woman  who  has  the  oversight  over 
the  homo  and  household  affairs,  was  formerly  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Heller.  She  was  born  in  Deerfield  Town- 
ship, September  17,  1858,  to  worthy  parents  who 
gave  her  a  good  education  and  home  care.  Her 
father,  John  J.  Heller,  was  born  in  Ashland  County, 
Ohio,  and  died  March  29,  1879.  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years.  Her  mother,  Lydia  (Zimmerman) 
Heller,  who  is  still  living,  is  a  native  of  Deerfield 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higgins  have  three  lit- 
tle sons:  Howard  C,  liorn  September  25,  1884; 
Charles  M.,  June  6,  1886,  and  Boyd  V.,  January 
31,  1890. 

Mr.  Higgins  takes  no  active  part  in  political  work 
other  than  to  deposit  a  Democratic  ballot  upon  elec- 
tion day.  He  evinces  no  desire  for  public  offlce, 
but  served  satisfactorily  as  Collector  in  Cass  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  member  of  South  Fiatt  Grange.  No. 
1644. 

The  reader  will  notice  on  another  pige,  a  view 
of  the  pleasant  homeste.ad  of  Mr.  Higgins. 

TRjjEV.  MARCELLUS  T.  COOPER.  Looking 
iligi^  upon  the  present  prosperity  of  Fulton  County 
<:li  \V  and  Pleasant  Township,  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble  to  realize  that  only  a  few  years  ago  the 
country  around  here  was  little  more  than  a  wilder- 
ness with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  and  thick 
shrubs.  Strange  what  energy  and  perseverance 
can  accomplish,  and   how  man  in  a  brief  space  of 
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time  can  transform  a  spot  where  Nature  runs  riot 
into  a  most  iiabitable  and  attractive  business  center. 
Among  the  early  settlers  of  this  place,  anil  of  those 
who  underwent  all  the  privations  and  hardships  in- 
cident to  pioneer  life,  were  Levin  and  Eleanor 
Cooper,  natives  of  JNIaryland  and  Delaware  re- 
spectively. They  reached  Fulton  County  and  for 
a  time  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Vermont,  but 
afterward  came  to  Pleasant  Township,  settling  on 
section  21.  Everything  was  in  a  crude  state,  and 
their  dwelling  place  was  :i  small  log  cabin  but  they 
worked  faithfully  and  constantly  to  improve  the 
land  and  bring  about  a  happier  state  of  affairs. 
The  father  was  an  exceedingly  kind  hearted  man 
besides  possessing  much  abilit}-  and  was  enabled 
thus  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  community.  His 
popularity  was  great  and  at  different  times  lie  held 
public  offices,  being  for  a  number  of  years  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  afterward  Constable.  Ilis  politi- 
cal sympathies  were  at  one  time  with  the  Whigs, 
but  he  later  became  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party.  Mr.  Cooper  died  on  the  28th  of  -Tuly,  1863, 
his  death  being  caused  by  a  runaway  horse.  His 
widow  still  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  though  in 
her  eightieth  year.  To  them  were  born  twelve 
children,  of  whom  the  following  are  living:  Mar\' 
E.,  wife  of  J.  Rulledge.  of  Keokuk,  Iowa;  Mar- 
gnret,  now  Mrs.  William  Robinson,  of  Smithfleld, 
III.;  Irena  F.,  wife  of  N.  R.  Knowles,  of  Pleasant 
Township;  William  H.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
lawa;  Serepta,  wife  of  J.  W.  Weese,  of  Lewistown 
Township;  Theresa,  who  lives  in  Pleasant  Town- 
sliii);  and  Marcellus  T.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch; 
ChristopherT.,of  Havana,  III.;  K.  Perry,  and  Phil- 
etus  II.,  both  of  Pleasfnt  Township. 

Marcellus  Cooper  was  born  in  Fulton  County  on 
the  10th  of  June,  1846,  and  liere  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  only  a  common  school  education.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Civil  War  on  the  24th  of  March, 
1864,  in  Company  H,  Tjventy- eighth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Gulf 
under  Gen.  Canby.  He  was  in  the  siege  of  Spanish 
Fort,  and  spent  most  of  the  time  in  garrison  duty, 
spending  nine  months  in  Texas  and  nine  months  in 
Mississippi.  He  was  honorablv  discharged  at 
Brownsville,  in  the  "Lone  Star"  Slate,  on  IMarch 
17,  1866,  and  returned  to  Illinois. 


Mr.  Cooper  was  married  October  28,  1869,  to 
Miss  Artha  Littleton,  a  native  of  Fulton  County, 
and  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  A.  J.  Littleton.  Her 
birth  occurred  May  24,  1852,  and  she  was  the  eldest 
of  the  five  children  born  to  her  parents.  Those 
living  at  the  present  date  are:  Mrs.  Cooper;  Su- 
sanna, who  lives  in  Colorado,  and  Ella,  wife  of 
Samuel  Bassford,  of  Colorado. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one 
son,  William  T.,  whose  birth  occurred  September 
12,  1870.  Mr.  Cooper  owns  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  For  the  i)ast 
thirteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  ministerial 
work,  and  at  the  present  writing  is  pastor  ol  the 
Christian  Church  at  New  Howard,  this  State.  In 
politics  lie  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  as  an  intelligent  and  kindly  Chiistian 
man  lias  won  many  warm  friends. 


■>   •>^^-   ^ 


jEORGE  HUNT  SWITZER.  The  journal- 
,--,  istic  profession  is  one  of  such  a  peculiar 
__J^  nature,  so  complicated  in  its  literary  and 
business  channels,  that  to  call  a  man  an  editor  has 
become  equivalent  to  saying  that  he  is  apt  in  speech, 
acute  in  perception  and  well  versed  in  mind.  In 
this  age  of  the  world  an  uneducated  man  ennnot 
conduct  a  paper  even  in  what  migiit  be  called  the 
"backwoods,"  and  much  less  in  the  midst  of  an  en- 
lightened communit}',  who  demand  that  their  local 
papers  shall  be  spicy,  newsy  and  readable.  All 
these  characteristics  are  true  of  the  London  Times, 
a  weekly  paper  edited  by  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice. 

Mr.  Switzer  is  a  grandson  of  William  Switzer, 
5vho  was  born  in  Clermont  County.  Ohio,  and  be- 
came a  farmer  there.  He  made  an  early  settlement 
in  the  Hoosier  State,  whence  he  came  to  Illinois  in 
1 843,  locating  in  Chestnut  Township,  Knox  County. 
He  pursued  his  vocation  of  agriculture  until  his 
death  in  that  township.  In  politics  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican, and  In  religion  a  believer  in  the  doctrines 
laid  down  in  the  creed  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  John  AV^.  Switzer,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject,   was  born   in   Indiana,   near  Covington,  but 
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reared  in  Knox  County,  this  State,  from  the  age  of 
eioht  years.  He  adopted  the  calling  of  his  father 
and  became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm,  which  he 
sold  in  1 867  to  remove  to  Macon  County,  Mo. 
There  he  purchased  land  on  which  he  lived  a 
twelvemonth,  when,  the  family  being  ill,  he  re- 
turned to  Knox  County,  III.,  finally  buying  the 
old  homestead.  On  it  he  still  lives,  now  engaged 
in  fiuit  growing  and  the  nursery  business,  having 
abandoned  general  farming  in  1880. 

Mr.  Switzer  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  gives  his  suffrage  to  the 
Republican  party.  His  estimable  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Phoebe  Hunt,  and  is  a  native  of 
the  Buckeye  State.  Their  family  included  our 
subject;  P:iizabeth  B.,  now  Mrs.  B.  F.  Brown,  of 
Orange  Township,  Knox  County;  William  I.,  still 
at  home;  Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months;  John  E.  and  Peter  O.,  who  are  yet  at 
home. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
George  Hunt,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  located 
on  a  farm  in  Ohio  and  later  removed  to  this  State. 
He  was  a  pioneer  of  Indian  Point,  Knox  County, 
and  at  one  time  owned  a  large  amount  of  land.  He 
was  very  liberal  and  gave  a  site  for  a  schoolhouse, 
himself  also  putting  up  the  building.  In  the  War 
of  1812  he  was  wounded  bj'  a  ball  passing  through 
his  side.  His  commander  was  Gen.  Hull,  by  whom 
he  vvas  given  up  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  afterward 
spending  nine  days  without  food.  In  addition  to 
his  farm  Mr.  Hunt  carried  on  a  large  sawmill  un 
Cedar  Creek.  He  was  quite  a  hunter.  When  called 
hence  he  was  over  seventy  years  of  age. 

George  Hunt  Switzer  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day  in  Cedar  Township,  Knox  County,  May  22, 
1862.  He  was  given  the  advantages  of  the  com- 
mon schools  in  the  different  localities  in  which  he 
passed  his  boyhood  and  ^-outh,  and  when  twenty 
years  old  entered  Hedding  College  at  Abingdon. 
In  that  excellent  institution  he  spent  three  3'ears, 
pursuing  a  literary  course  two  years  and  then  tak- 
ing up  the  commercial  course,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1885.  He  secured  a  teacher's  certif- 
icate and  in  the  fall  began  teaching  in  Maquon 
Township.  There  and  in  Chestnut  Township  he 
carried    on  his    pedagogical    labors    a   year,  after 


which  he  became  traveling  manager  for  the  firm  of 
Law,  King  <k  Law,  of  Chicago,  for  whom  he  estab- 
lished agencies  in  the  northern  half  of  the  State. 

After  spending  a  year  in  this  manner  Mr.  Switzer 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Knoxville 
under  the  style  of  Hill  <fe  Switzer,  handling  fire, 
life  and  accident  policies.  Owing  to  unforeseen 
cireumslanees  the  partnership  was  dissolved  by  Mr. 
Switzer,  who  in  February,  1890,  came  to  London 
Mills.  Here  he  entered  the  <:mploy  of  W.  W. 
Vose  in  the  otQce  of  the  Times,  and  after  working 
two  months  leased  the  plant  and  personally  con- 
ducted the  publication.  It  is  a  five-column  quarto 
whose  increasing  circulation  indicates  that  the  new 
editor  has  ability  for  journalism.  The  paper  is 
conducted  as  a  neutral  political  sheet,  the  editor 
believing  that  in  this  way  he  can  exert  a  greater 
influence  and  better  meet  the  wants  of  the  people 
than  under  a  party  banner.  Mr.  Switzer,  person- 
ally, is  a  Republican.  He  belongs  to  the  Method- 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  its 
most  efficient  j'oung  members. 


aHHjIlJ^fflE 


OllN  SWIGART  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
valuable  farms  in  Young  Hickory  Township, 
^^  .,  located  four  miles  from  London  Mills  and  six 
[^^  from  Fairview.  It  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  14,  which  have  been 
placed  under  the  best  of  improvement.supplied  with 
substantial  buildings  and  thoroughly  stocked  with 
fine  animals.  Mr.  Swigart  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent farmers  in  the  township  and  all  who  know 
him  rejoice  in  the  success  which  has  attended  his 
labors.  In  addition  to  the  home  farm  he  owns  a 
fine  property  in  Fairview  Township  and  a  tract  of 
timber  land  on  section  27,  Young  Hickory  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Swigart  is  of  German  ancestry,  being  a  son 
of  Juhn  and  Susan  (Snyder)  Swigart.  The  former 
was  born  in  the  Fatherland  and  brought  to  America 
when  a  babe  by  his  father,  George  Swigart.  The 
father  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  after  which 
he  settled  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  following  farm- 
ing so  successfully  that   he  became   the  owner  of 
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more  thairtwo  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  lived 
to  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  belonged 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  John  Swigart,  Sv., 
farmed  on  the  homestead  in  Pennsylvania  and 
teamed  to  Baltimore  and  from  that  city  to  Pitts- 
burg. In  1845,  lie  sold  his  property,  came  west 
and  located  in  Fairview  Township,  this  county. 
He  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  im- 
proved land,  adding  to  it  until  he  possessed  over 
two  hundred  acres.  He  lived  on  the  farm  until 
1872  when  he  entered  into  rest  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  highly  respected  as  a  citizen  and 
considerate  in  his  family  relations.  He  belonged 
to  the  Democratic  party. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Henry  Snyder  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  set- 
tled in  Franklin  County,  Pa., where  his  daughter  was 
born,  reared  and  married.  Mrs.  Swigart  died  some 
lime  before  her  husband.  She  was  the  mother  of 
six  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  following 
may  be  noted  :  Emanuel  lives  in  Livingston  County 
and  is  a  retired  farmer;  George  died  in  Fairview 
I'ownship,  this  county;  Mrs.  Catherine  Umpsted 
lives  in  Ellisville  Township;  Mrs.  Susan  Robb 
lives  in  Farmington  Township;  John  is  the  subject 
of  this  notice;  Henry  lives  on  the  old  homestead  ; 
William  lives  at  Rapatee,  Knox  County;  Jerry 
died  when  quite  young. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  near  Green- 
castle,  Pa.,  January  21.  1827,  and  reared  on  a  farm. 
He  attended  subscription  schools  in  the  old  log 
school  house  of  "ye  olden  time"  and  was  early  set 
to  work  at  home  duties.  In  the  fall  of  1845  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  the  Prairie  State  and  can 
give  an  interesting  account  of  the  journey.  The 
traveling  outfit  consisted  of  three  wagons  drawn 
by  six  two-horse  teams.  The  Allegheny  River 
was  crossed  at  Pittsburg,  the  Wabash  at  Terre 
Haute  and  Illinois  at  Havana  Ferry.  The  farm 
produce  which  was  raised  in  the  new  home,  was 
hKuled  to  Copperas  Creek  and  sent  to  a  market 
down  the  river.  Our  subject  found  some  recrea- 
tion in  hunting,  killing  deer,  wolves,  etc.,  which 
were  still  quite  numerous  in  the  nncnliivated  pf)r- 
tions  of  the  county. 

When  twenty-two  years  old  Mr.  Swigart  left  the 


parental  roof  and  rented  a  farm  in  Fairview  Town- 
ship. In  1857  he  bought  that  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies, i)aying  $14  an  acre  for  the  land  whereon 
the  only  improvements  were  thirtj-  acres  of  plowed 
ground  and  a  log  house.  For  a  few  years  he  had  a 
hard  struggle  but  gradually  placed  about  him  the 
improvements  he  wished  and  secured  greater  remu- 
neration for  his  industrious  efforts.  In  1869  lie 
bought  one  hun<lred  and  sixty-five  acres  on  section 
4,  Fairview  Township,  paying  $50  an  ac;e  for  this 
improved  farm.  He  operated  it  several  years,  but 
now  rents  it,  occupying  the  homestead  around 
which  the  memories  of  his  struggles  and  successes 
cluster.  The  home  farm  is  neatly  fenced,  tiled, 
and  supplied  with  adequate  machiner}',  as  well  as 
a  complete  line  of  buildings.  The  owner  raises 
full-blooded  Poland  China  hogs,  graded  cattle  and 
Shropshire  sheep.  Of  the  latter  he  has  the  largest 
flock  in  the  vicinity,  and  is  the  heaviest  seller  of 
wool  and  mutton. 

The  fine  qualities  of  Miss  Mary  Tipton  won  the 
lasting  regard  of  our  subject  and  they  were  mar- 
riage February  22,  1849.  The  ceremony  took 
place  in  Fairview  Township  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  That  lady  was  born  in  Ohio  near  Colum- 
bus, October  15,  1825.  and  was  in  her  teens  when 
her  parents  came  to  this  State.  She  had  only  a 
common-school  education,  but  learned  man}'  useful 
ways  and  has  the  best  of  all  knowledge — that  of 
the  Christian.  She  is  the  first-born  in  the  parental 
family,  her  brothers  and  sisters  being  Mrs.  Hannah 
Combs  of  Kansas;  Isabella,  who  died  in  Fairview 
Township;  Samuel,  of  New  York;  Thompson,  a 
commission  merchant  in  Chicago;  Mrs.  Lydia 
Ramsey,  of  Farmington;  Mrs.  Sarah  Swigart,  of 
Fairview  Township;  John,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa; 
and  Mrs.  Nettie  Meeker,  of  Nebraska.  Samuel  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Tliird  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  having  enlisted  in  1862. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Swigart  was  John  Tipton,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  who  accompanied  his  father, 
S^'lvester  Tipton,  to  Ohio  when  quite  young,  lie 
oi)eratcd  a  farm  in  that  State  until  1840  when  he 
removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  this  county.  He 
journeyed  hither  with  three  wagons,  driving  his 
cattle,  and  bringing  a  wife  and  nine  children.  He 
bought  the  land  in  Fairview  Township  now  owned 
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by  our  subject,  improved  it  and  lived  tbereon  un- 
til deatb.  His  demise  took  place  in  March,  1869, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  His  wife,  Elizn, 
daughter  of  John  Crawford,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Pottawatamie  County. 
Iowa,  while  on  a  visit  to  a  daughter.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  she  had  made  her  home  with 
Mrs.  Swigart,  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  have  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  we  note  the  following:  Jerry  P.  is 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Aurora,  Mo. ;  William 
H.  farms  in  F'armington  Township; Samuel  T.,  for- 
merly a  teacher,  is  now  a  salesman  in  the  school 
supply  establishment  of  Andrews  &  Co.,  at  Chi- 
cago; Lydia  L.  is  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Fisher,  a  mei- 
chant  in  Clair;  Sarah  C,  Mrs.  Gardner,  is  with  iier 
parents;  John  Frank  is  farming  in  Fairview  Town- 
ship; George  M.  lives  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Annie 
E.  married  G.  A.  Taylor  and  lives  in  Knox  County ; 
Susan  B.  is  the  wife  of  F.  Voorhees,  a  farmer  in 
Fairview  Township. 

Mr.  Swigart  was  Township  Supervisor  one  year. 
Collector  an  equal  length  of  time,  and  has  been 
Commissioner  of  Highways  and  School  Director  for 
years.  In  former  days  he  was  a  Greenbacker  but 
is  now  a  member  of  the  LTnion  Labor  party.  Mrs. 
Swigart  is  a  consistent  and  valued  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  worthy  couple  take  great 
delight  in  the  exercise  of  hospitality  and  few  there 
are  who  spend  any  time  in  their  vicinage  without 
enjoying  the  good  cheer  for  body  and  mind  that 
abounds  under  their  roof.  They  have  many  friends 
by  whom  their  genuine  worth  is  highh^  valued. 

PAVID  D.  TALBOTT,  M.D.,  stands  at  the 
1  head  of  his  profession  in  this  county,  and  is 
the  leading  physician  of  Lewistwon.  He  is 
also  prominent  in  business  circles,  as  President  of 
the  Lewistown  Electric  Light,  Heat  and  Power 
Company,  and  his  well-known  public  spirit,  liber- 
ality and  enterprise  have  'oeen  the  means  of  fostering 
many  schemes  devised  for  the  further  advance- 
ment of  the  cit^-.     Our  subject  did  noble  service  in 


his  professional  capacity  throughout  the  late  Civil 
War,  and  his  name  is  held  in  honor  by  many  brave 
officers  and  soldiers  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
who  remember  with  gratitude  the  skill,  tenderness 
and  devotion  that  he  exercised  in  alleviating  their 
sufferings  and  saving  their  lives. 

David  D.  Talbottwas  born  in  Warrenton,  Jeffer- 
son County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Margaret 
(Humphrey)  Talbott,  natives  respectively  of  Tal- 
bott  County,  Md.,  and  Jefferson  County,  Ohio. 
His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  David  Humphrey, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  his 
parents  having  been  early  settlers  of  that  part  of 
Ohl^.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Adam  Talbott,  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  Maryland,  his  father,  William  Talbott,  having 
come  from  England  in  Colonial  times,  and  settled 
in  that  State.  Adam  Talbott  was  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  Ohio,  and  there  he  died  during  the 
cholera  epidemic  of  1818. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  young  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Ohio  and  located  amid  the 
primeval  wilds  of  Carroll  County,  where  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  boyhood  were  passed.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner,  and  followed  that 
calling  in  Warrenton  a  number  of  years.  He  sub- 
sequentlj'  bought  a  farm  in  Jefferson  County,  on 
which  he  resided  until  1858.  when  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois witli  his  family  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Fulton  County.  In  1873  he  went  still  further 
Westward,  and  in  York  County,  Neb.,  bought  a 
farm,  which  was  his  home  until  his  death  in  1879, 
a  valued  citizen  being  then  lost  to  his  community. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  in  Lewistown  in  1872. 
They  reared  ten  children,  named  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
David  D.,  Martha,  Nancy,  Jane,  Margaret,  William 
and  Absalom  (twins),  and  Sarah. 

Dr.  Talbott  received  his  early  education  at  Jen- 
kins Academy,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio.  After  leaving 
that  institution  he  was  employed  three  years  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  at  the  ('xpiration  of  that 
time  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  His  first  term 
there  was  spent  mostly  in  the  laboratory',  where  he 
laid  a  substantial  foundation  for  the  knowledge 
of  medicine  that  he  afterward  acquired,  and  the 
i   second  term   he  pursued   the  regular  course.     The 


498 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


following  jear  he  went  to  Iowa  City  and  became  a 
student  in  the  University  of  Iowa,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '60.  At  the  close  of 
his  university  career  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  there 
we  find  him  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  With 
a  patriotic  desire  to  assist  his  country  in  the  best 
way  that  he  could,  he  offered  his  services  as  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  his  devotion  to  his  [irofession 
and  his  recent  connection  witli  two  of  the  best 
medical  schools  in  the  country  offsetting  his  lack 
of  experience.  He  became  Acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon in  the  United  Slates  service,  and  for  eight 
months  was  stationed  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  then 
went  to  Nashville,  where  he  remained  until  the  war 
was  brought  to  a  close,  and  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  June,  18G5. 

After  his  experiences  of  life  in  military  hospitals 
our  subject  came  to  Lewistown  and  opened  an 
office,  and  at  once  entered  upon  a  successful  and 
extensive  practice  in  this  city  and  count}*.  His 
professional  duties  were  very  arduous,  and  the  in- 
cessant labor  finally  undermined  his  health,  and  in 
1875  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  practice  and 
seek  by  change  of  scene  and  climate  to  regain  his 
physical  vigor.  He  went  to  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  and 
was  there  until  1876,  when  he  returned  to  Lewis- 
town.  In  1 877  be  again  went  Westward,  the  Black 
Hills  being  his  objective  point.  At  that  time  Syd- 
ney, Neb.,  was  the  nearest  railway  station  from 
which  the  Hills  could  be  reached,  and  from  there  a 
stage  journey  of  two  days  and  two  nights  brought 
the  Doctor  to  the  present  site  of  Deadwood.  He 
actively  interested  himself  in  the  founding  of  a 
city  on  that  spot  and  assisted  in  platting  it,  he  be- 
ing one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  that  famous 
town.  He  was  also  the  first  practicising  physician 
in  Deadwood.  After  a  few  months  he  came  back 
to  Illinois,  and  in  1878  revisited  the  Black  Hills, 
where  he  still  has  interests. 

With  the  exception  of  his  temporary  residence  in 
the  Far  West,  Lewistown  has  been  the  home  of  Dr. 
Talbott  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and,  as  we  have 
seen,  he  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  highests 
interests  of  the  city  during  that  jjeriod,  and  no  one 
has  been  more  active  in  promoting  its  welfare  than 
he.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  and  is  prominent  in  Grand  Army 


circles  as  an  active  member  of  Thomas  Layton 
Post,  No.  151. 

Dr.  Talbott  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  F.  Wal- 
ker, a  native  of  Lewistown,  in  1872,  and  their 
pleasant  wedded  life  has  been  blessed  to  them  by 
the  birth  of  one  son,  Willis  N.  Mrs.  Talbott  is  a 
daughter  of  Maj.  Newton  Walker,  who  was  born 
in  Madison  Countj%  Va.,  December  10,  1803.  His 
father,  Merry  Walker,  was  born  in  the  same  county 
in  1760,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Walker,  who  is 
supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  to  America  in  Colonial  times  and  settled  in 
Virginia,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Mrs.  Talbott's  grandfather  was  a  life-long  resident 
of  Virginia,  and  was  there  engaged  as  a  farmer 
until  his  death  in  1811.  He  owned  large  tracts  of 
land  in  Madison  County,  which  was  operated  by 
slave  labor.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Kirtley,  and  she  was  also  a  Virginian  by 
birth  and  breeding.  Her  father,  Jerry  Kirtlej', 
was  a  farmer  of  that  State,  and  moved  from  there 
in  1  794  to  the  Kentucky  wilds,  and  was  a  pioneer 
of  North  Bend,  in  Boone  County,  where  he  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Talbott's  grand- 
mother married  a  second  time,  and  died  in  Virginia 
in  1860. 

Newton  Walker  was  reared  and  married  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  resided  there  until  1835,  when  he  too 
became  a  pioneer,  .starting  with  his  wife  and  child 
for  Illinois,  and  making  the  entire  journey  over- 
land with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  wagon,  being  two 
months  on  the  way.  Fulton  County  at  that  time 
was  sparsely  settled,  and  Lewistown  was  but  a 
small  village,  with  whose  interests  he  soon  became 
prominently  identified.  The  courthouse  was  a 
little  frame  structure,  and  in  1837  he  took  aeon- 
tract  to  replace  it  b}'  a  more  substantial  and  com- 
modious building,  which  he  completed  in  1838, 
and  it  is  still  in  use.  At  that  time  it  was  one  of 
the  finest,  if  not  the  finest  public  Iniilding  in  the 
State.  When  Mr.  Walker  came  here  wolves,  deer, 
wdd  turkeys  and  other  kinds  of  game  were  plenti- 
ful, and  venison,  turkey  and  prairie  chicken  formed 
a  welcome  addition  to  the  limited  fare  of  the  pio- 
neers. 

Mr.  Walker  rented  a  house  until  1S37,  then 
bought  the  Ossian  Ross  homestead,  which  was  the 
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first  place  settled  in  this  vicinity,  and  the  second 
place  in  Fulton  Count3',  Mr.  Ross  locating  on  it  in 
1821,  and  it  lias  been  tlie  residence  of  Mr.  Walker 
for  a  period  of  fifty-lliree  years.  In  1844  he  en- 
gaged In  the  mercantile  business  at  Lewistown. 
wiiifh  he  continued  until  1851.  when  he  sold  cut 
and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 

Maj.  Walker  was  married  May  15,  1834,  to  Miss 
Ann  Eliza  Simras,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  Va. 
Her  father,  Reuben  .Simms,  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  Va.,  ^^here  he  was  a  planter  until  1835, 
when  he  came  to  Fulton  County,  and  died  here  at 
a  ripe  old  age.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Frances  Graves,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Madison 
Count}-,  Va.  Her  father,  Thomas  Graves,  was  a 
life-long  resident  of  that  .State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker  have  four  children  living:  Mary,  widow  of 
Edwin  Harris,  resides  in  Lewistown;  Henrietta 
lives  with  her  parents;  Robert  lives  on  a  farm  in 
tills  county;  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Talbott. 


WjILLIAM  McLaren  was  a  pioneer  of  this 
county  and  for  many  years  was  very  act- 
^  ^  ive  in  developing  its  agricultural  resources 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  grow- 
ers of  Woodland  Township.  His  death  July  12, 
1890,  was  a  loss  to  the  community  of  which  he  h.id 
been  so  long  a  valued  member. 

William  McLaren  was  a  native  of  .Scotland,  born 
INhnch  15,  1820.  His  father  and  mother  were  also 
niitivcs  of  that  country,  but  concluding  that  they 
could  better  their  condition  by  emigration,  they 
came  to  America  in  1822.  They  settled  in  Indiana 
amongst  its  early  pioneers.  The}'  had  been  too 
poor  to  pay  their  passage  on  the  ship,  and  had  con- 
tracted to  work  for  a  man  by  the  name  of  Robbs 
after  landing  here,  he  paying  their  steamer  fare. 
The  country  in  which  they  settled  was  new  and 
very  thinly  inhabited.  The  father  labored  there  at 
farm  work,  and  died  about  1837.  After  that  the 
mother  of  our  subject  moved  with  her  children  to 
this  county  and  made  her  home  near  Astoria  the 
rest  of  her  life. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  only  two  jears  old 


when  his  parents  brought  him  from  the  land  of  his 
nativity  to  this  country.  His  early  boyhood  days 
were  passed  amid  the  primitive  scenes  of  pioneer 
life  in  Indiana  and  he  attended  school  in  a  rude 
log  sehoolhouse.  He  worked  al  odd  jobs  and  care- 
fidly  saved  up  tlie  money  that  he  thus  earned.  He 
was  about  seventeen  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  and  soon  after  that  came  to  this  county  with 
his  mother,  making  the  journey  overland  with  an 
ox-team  and  lumber  wagon.  He  was  very  indus- 
trious and  a  hard  worker  and  supported  his  mother 
comfortably  in  her  old  days. 

In  early  manhood,  Mr.  McLaren  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  sections  5  and 
8,  Woodland  Township,  and  erected  thereon  a 
hewed  log  house  for  the  shelter  of  the  family.  His 
farm  was  heavily  timbered  and  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved it  in  a  good  shape  placing  upon  it  substan- 
tial farm  buildings,  making  neat  fences  and  doing 
all  that  he  could  to  make  it  a  model  farm.  In  1870, 
he  left  the  farm  and  retired  to  .Summum  in  the 
same  township,  where  he  i)urchased  a  house  and 
lot.  He  superintended  his  farm  for  sometime  after 
moving  into  the  village  and  raised  a  goodly 
amount  of  stock.  For  four  years  he  carried  the 
mail  from  Snmmum  to  Astoria.  Alwa3-s  a  true 
and  consistent  Christian  whose  upright,  unblem- 
ished life  was  an  example  for  others  to  follow,  our 
subject  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  politics  he  agreed  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  held  several  minor  offices  in  the  town- 
ship and  was  accounted  a  good  civic  official  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

Mr.  McLaren  was  greatly  indebted  for  the  posi- 
tion he  attained  in  life  and  for  what  he  accom- 
plished to  the  invaluable  assistance  of  a  wife,  who 
is  a  woman  of  great  capability  and  is  an  exceed- 
ingly good  manager.  Her  marriage  with  our  snb- 
ject  was  solemnized  July  18,  1841.  Mrs.  McLaren 
was  formerly  Miss  Rachael  Fike,  and  she  was  born 
in  Ohio,  June  12,  1823.  Her  parents  John  and 
Sallie  (Wilkey)  Fike,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  were  there  reared  and  married  and  had 
two  children  bom  to  them  before  they  became  pio- 
neers of  Ohio.  They  resided  on  a  farm  in  the 
Buckeye  State  for  a  time  and  then  removed  to  In- 
i    diana  and  from  there  to  Morgan  County.  III.  They 
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subsequently  took  up  their  residence  in  Pike 
County,  whence  tbey  started  for  Texas.  When 
about  sixt3'  miles  beyond  the  Red  River  in  the 
Lone  Star  State,  the  son  died  and  the  family  was 
so  discouraged  that  they  started  back.  When  tbey 
arrived  in  Arkansas,  the  father  died  near  the  Ar- 
kansas River  acd  the  remaining  members  of  the 
sorrowing  family  returned  to  this  State  and  settled 
once  more  in  Morgan  County.  The  father  was 
forty  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  premature  death. 
He  was  a  prominent  Methodist  and  was  Class 
Leader  in  his  Church.  In  politics  he  sided  with 
tiie  Democrats.  The  mother  of  our  suJDject  also 
died  comparatively  young  as  she  was  but  fort3' 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  reared 
eight  children:  Jeremiah,  Josiah,  Abraham,  James 
B.,  Rachael,  Mahala,  Sallie,  and  William.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  also  a  devout  .Metho- 
dist. 

The  happy  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his 
amiable  wife  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children, 
eight  of  wliora  grew  to  maturity  as  follows:  Nancy 
J.,  Mrs.  Palmer,  John  N.,  Christopher  C,  William 
R.,  Mary  C,  Mrs.  Shanks,  Israel,  Francis  M.,  and 
Belle,  Mrs.  Markel}'.  Mrs.  McLaren  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
is  a  woman  whose  kind  heart,  motherly  ways,  and 
many  sterling  qualities  have  gained  her  general 
esteem  throughout  the  community. 


^S^>  HARLES  M.  SMITH  owns  and  occupies  a 
(l(  ^.^  fine  tract  of  land  on  section  7,  Banner 
^^^'  Township.  The  estate  consists  of  eight}' 
acres  of  thoroughly  cultivated  land,  bearing  a  com- 
plete set  of  fine  buildings  and  the  other  improve- 
ments which  stamp  the  owner  as  a  young  man  of 
enterprise  and  good  taste. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  the  township  of  which  lie 
is  now  an  honored  resident,  February  26,  1868,  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  district-fchool  ed- 
ucation. His  father,  William  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  was 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  milling  . 
and  our  subject  assisted  him  until  he  had  reached 
his  majority.     He  then  established  himself  in  life, 


beginning  a  career  which  promises  to  prove  suc- 
cessful in  a  financial  sense,  and  in  securing  for  him 
the  further  good  will  of  those  about  him.  Mr. 
Smitli  inherits  from  his  father  a  belief  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  Democracy,  which  he  therefore  supports 
with  his  ballot.  He  possesses  agreeable  traits  of 
character,  pleasant  manners  and  a  good  character. 
On  September  19,  1889,  Mr.  Smith  was  happily 
married  to  Clara,  daughter  of  Thomas  Fouts,  one 
of  the  old  and  prominent  settlers  of  the  county. 
The  home  of  the  young  couple  has  once  been  vis- 
ited by  the  angel  of  life  and  they  have  a  young  son 
named  Elmer. 


I  EV.  ALEXANDER  H.  WIDNEY.  For 
more  than  Ihiity  3-ears  this  gentleman  has 
ili  \V  been  aiding  in  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  de- 
^^,  voting  himself  with  assiduitj-  and  loving 
zeal  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  The  center  of 
his  present  field  of  labor  is  the  town  of  Cubk, 
where  he  has  held  a  pastorate  for  over  two  j-ears. 
He  is  a  man  of  broad  intelligence,  decided  literarj- 
abilit}',  and  the  dignified  yet  winning  manners  so 
thoroughly  in  keeping  with  his  profession. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  settled  in  Ireland  in 
the  year  1688,  John  Widney  having  been  a  colonel 
in  the  army  of  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  and  hav  • 
ing  received  a  valuable  estate  in  County-  Tyrone, 
in  consideration  of  services  rendered  in  the  war  be- 
tween William  and  James.  John  Widney,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Ernj'vale,  Ireland,  in 
the  year  1779,  and  at  the  age  of  five  jears  w;as 
brought  by  his  father  to  America.  The  family  set- 
tled in  the  upper  part  of  Path  Valle}-,  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  whence  the  descendants  of  the  two 
brothers  and  three  sisters  who  settled  in  this  rug- 
ged region  together,  scattered  to  various  portions 
of  the  United  States. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  29,  1834,  in  Toboyne 
Township,  Perry  County,  Pa.,  and  is  the  youngest 
son  in  a  family  of  eleven  children.  At  the  age  of 
three  years  he  lost  his  father  by  death,  and  the  fam- 
ily soon  after  following  the  spirit  of   adventure, 


.'-^   ^1: 
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became  identified  with  the  early  settlement  of 
Nortlieastern  Indiana.  They  made  a  home  on  the 
Little  !St.  Joseph  River,  DeKalb  County,  Ind. 
There  an  older  brother,  who  had  received  a  good 
education  in  the  East,  became  a  school-teacher  for 
the  early  pioneers,and  would  often  take  bis  younger 
brother  on  his  back  and  carry  him  a  distance  of 
two  or  three  miles  through  the  unbroken  forest  to 
the  log  schoolhouse  where  he  taught. 

In  the  year  1848,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  our  sub- 
ject left  his  widowed  mother,  and  returned  to  the 
old  home  in  Pennsylvania,  where  for  five  years  he 
apprenticed  himself  to  his  eldest  brother,  who  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  wagon  shop.  Returning  to  In- 
diana in  1853,  he  began  his  struggle  for  an  educa- 
tion by  teaching  a  district  school  at  $15  a  month, 
he  to  have  his  board  among  the  people.  But  board- 
ing around  was  not  pleasant,  and  he  took  the  only 
alternative,  securing  his  own  boarding  place.  His 
pedagogical  labors  were  followed  by  two  years  of 
close  application  to  study  at  the  LaGrange  Insti- 
tute at  Ontario,  Ind.,  and  he  then  began  in  a  small 
way  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church. 

For  thirteen  years  Mr.  Widney  pursued  his  chosen 
profession  in  Indiana,  traveling  the  extensive  cir- 
cuits of  that  day,  and  often  preaching  five  or  six 
times  each  week.  During  the  fall  of  1858,  while  on 
a  circuit  in  Fountain  County,  he  was  seized  with 
the  terrible  disease  known  as  "milk  sick,"  and  nearly 
lost  his  life.  In  the  struggle  through  which  the 
church  passed  in  1857-58  over  the  slavery  question, 
Mr.  Widney  was  branded  as  an  Abolitionist,  and 
the  doors  of  one  of  the  churches  on  his  charge  were 
shut  against  him.  In  1869  be  removed  to  Illinois, 
wherein,  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  his  sub- 
sequent life  has  been  spent  and  his  labors  expended. 

During  the  three  years,  from  1877  to  1880,  th^ 
Rev.  Mr.  Widney  was  settled  in  Copiah  County, 
Miss.,  on  what  is  now  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad. 
The  removal  to  the  South  was  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health,  his  throat  having  become  diseased.  In 
those  years  Mr.  Widney  improved  a  small  fruit 
farm,  and  traveled  extensively  through  the  "piney 
woods,"  preaching  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so, 
and  writing  up  that  country  for  the  Northern  press. 
In  1880  he  returned  to  Illinois,  since  which  time  he 


has  been  pastor  at  Lima  and  Ursa,  Adams  County, 
for  two  years,  DeLand  and  Weldon,DeWitt  County, 
four  years,  one  j'ear  each  at  Foosland  and  Clinton, 
and  is  now  for  the  third  year  at  Cuba. 

Mr.  Widney  has  been  for  over  thirty  3'ears  a  con- 
tributor to  the  religious  press,  chiefly  of  his  own 
church,  and  occasionally  to  the  secular  papers.  At 
present  he  is  editor  of  the  Cul)a  Journal,  an  inde- 
pendent i)aper  in  the  village  where  he  holds  his  pas- 
torate. He  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  the  church 
in  which  for  t.'iirty-four  years  he  has  been  a  minis- 
ter, and  has  been  honored  with  membership  in  the 
General  Conference,  has  been  for  four  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Missions,  etc.,  etc.  The  good 
which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Widney  has  accomplished  in 
the  uplifting  of  humanity  can  only  be  measured 
when  time  shall  be  no  more. 

Mr.  AVidney  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  was  solemnized  in  1850,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Martha  A.  Wigent,  who  died  in  186G,  leaving  six 
children.  The  second  union  was  with  Mrs.  Susan 
E.  Norton,  who  is  the  mother  of  one  son  by  Mr. 
Widney.  Of  the  various  members  of  his  family, 
one  daughter  is  a  milliner,  one  son  and  one  daugh- 
ter are  teachers,  one  son  is  managing  a  newspaper, 
one  is  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Law  School  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  located  at  Denver,  Colo.,  and  one  is 
clerking.  The  eldest  son  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years. 

_<^         ,    '^^|^g_a ^—^^^ 

ORRELL  HIGBIE,  a  history  of  whose  life 
is  herewith  presented  to  the  public,  ami 
I  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
page,  has  passed  from  the  scene  of  earthl}' 
joys  and  sorrows  to  his  final  resting  place.  For 
weeks  his  numerous  friends  had  known  that  the  end 
was  near  and  .•ill  hope  of  his  recovery  had  been 
ahandoned.  Still,  when  on  the  eve  of  Marc^h  1  2, 
1890,  he  breathed  his  last,  surrounded  by  his'de- 
voted  family  and  a  few  intimate  friends,  the  shock 
was  felt  throughout  the  community.  Such  was  his 
popularity,  and  such  devotion  his  noble  life  had 
won,  that  strong  men  were  affected  to  tears  upon 
hearing  the  sad  news. 

Mr.  Higbie's  birth  occurred  on  January  10,  1833, 
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at  Oppenheim,  N.  Y.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of 
fourteeu  children,  twelve  of  whom  lived  to  matur- 
ity, and  five  of  whom  survived  him,  viz:  Mrs. 
Jeannette  Plautz,  of  Warsaw.  111.;  Mrs.  Maria 
Buell,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Dr.  James,  Whites- 
town,  N.  Y.;  James  Higbie,  of  Utica.  N.  Y.;  and 
William  Higbie,  of  Kansas. 

Our  subject  came  to  Illinois  in  1857,  locating 
in  Canton,  and  was  at  first  manager  for  E.  P. 
Buell,  a  railroad  contractor,  who  constructed 
what  is  now  the  Toledo,  Peoria  <fe  AVestern  Rail- 
road.  Mr.  Higbie  was  married  in  June,  1859, 
to  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Spence,  and  this  union  was 
blessed  with  six  children,  of  whom  the  only  one 
living  at  the  present  time  is  Frankie,  wife  of  F.  G. 
Pitt,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  volume. 

In  the  year  1859  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
assumed  control  of  the  old  Mississippi  Hotel,  then 
the  leading  house  of  Canton,  and  standing  on  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  Churchill  House.  He  con- 
tinued in  this  business  for  about  two  years,  and 
subsequently,  in  connection  with  F.  S.  Buell,  man- 
aged the  hotel  and  a  livery  and  stock  business. 
Tliey  sold  the  hotel  above  mentioned  to  Babcock 
&  Hoblitt,  Barber  &  Higbie  continuing  to  engage 
in  the  stock  business  until  February,  1881.  At 
that  date  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
Higbie  and  his  brother  George  erected  an  immense 
livery  stable  on  South  Main  Street,  and  opened  the 
largest  livery  and  sale  business  that  this  city  has 
ever  known.  Our  subject  won  a  national  reputa- 
tion as  a  horseman  in  handling  such  horses  as 
George  Sprague,  Little  Fred,  Floral  Bell,  Dan 
Brown,  Kate  Sprague,  and  numerous  other  valuable 
ones. 

The  strong  ties  of  friendship  that  existed  between 
Mr.  Higbie  and  the  leading  citizens  of  Canton 
proved  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  in 
this  community.  He  had  a  kind  heart  and  a  gen- 
erous disposition,  and  no  unfortunate  person  was 
ever  turned  away  by  him  or  denied  assistance.  His 
ChristiOinity  was  of  a  pr.actical  kind,  and  as  father, 
husband  and  friend,  he  was  devotedly  loved. 

In  the  Chicago  Horseman,  the  leading  turf  journal 
of  the  West,  in  speaking  of  his  death,  appeared  these 
words:  '-Actions,  words,  looks,  and  steps  form  the 
alphabet  by  which    we  may   spell  character,"  and 


measured  by  this  rule  Mr.  Higbie  merits  untold 
praise.  There  was  nothing  neutral  or  insignificant 
in  his  composition,  and  the  limits  of  a  village  did 
not  furnish  sufficient  scope  for  his  numerous  and 
diversified  talents. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  educated  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  passed  over  the  intellectual  field 
by  rapid  stages.  He  was  a  man  of  deeds,  not  of 
words,  but  such  was  his  integrity  that  his  promise 
was  as  good  as  a  bond;  and  even  his  political  foes 
both  respected  and  liked  him.  Mr.  Higbie's  widow 
and  children  are  justly  proud  of  his  reputation,  and 
they  too  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  their 
neigliliors. 


ACOB  P.  HENSLEY,  a  progressive  farmer 
of  Cass  Township,  has  risen  to  a  position  in 
agricultural  affairs  which  many  might  env}-. 
Since  1853  he  has  made  his  home  between 
Harris  and  Cass  Townships,  and  has  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years  resided  in  the  latter  named  place. 
His  birth  occurred  on  December  22,  1837,  in  Clay 
Coui'ty,  Ind.,  being  the  son  of  John  A.  Heiisley,  a 
native  of  Kf^ntucky,  who  was  born  in  that  State  in 
Montgomery  County,  October  6,  1816.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  INIinerva  Yocum,  also  a  Kentuckian,  but 
their  marriage  took  place  in  Cl.ay  County,  Ind.,  in 
1836,  they  continuing  to  reside  in  that  place  for  a 
period  of  seventeen  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  they  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  near 
Marietta,  where  the  mother  died  in  1865. 

To  our  subject's  parents  were  born  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time,  viz: 
he  whose  sketch  now  claims  attention;  Mary  C, 
wife  of  Hiram  Bartlett,  has  three  children,  and  re- 
sides in  Harris  Township;  William  O.  married  Jen- 
nie  Johnson,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Harris 
Township;  Algon  H.,  who  married  Linda  Jones,  is 
the  father  of  eight  children,  and  lives  with  his 
family  in  Cass  County,  Mo.;  Eva,  wife  of  Jeremiah 
Pierce,  lives  in  Mound  Township,  McDonough 
County,  and  has  three  children. 

Our  subject's  father  is  still  living,  and  makes  his 
home  with  his  son.  Jacob  received  a  common- 
school  education  at  Marietta,  and   was  diligent  in 
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preparing  bis  lessons  and  in  laying  the  foundation 
for  a  prosperous  future.  When  twentj'-one  3'ears 
of  age  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  and  set- 
tled in  Lynn  County,  Kan.,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  breaking  up  and  cultivating  the  prairie  land. 
He  then  returned  home  and  worked  for  others,  re- 
ceiving only  a  small  amount  of  money  in  compen- 
sation for  his  services — a  state  of  affairs  which 
existed  until  1865.  Buying  a  farm  on  section  21, 
he  lived  there  eleven  years.  And  then  purchasing 
property  on  section  20,  made  that  his  home  during 
the  next  five  years.  He  finally  settled  upon  his 
present  farm,  which  embraces  two  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land.  When  he  took  possession  of  the 
same  it  was  one  unbroken  stretch  of  brush  and  tim- 
ber, and  the  hand  of  civilization  had  not  robbed  it 
of  one  primitive  charm;  but  by  means  of  inex- 
haustible energy  and  good  business  judgment,  he 
has  cleared  this  land  and  has  it  well  under  cultiva- 
tion. In  1876  he  built  his  residence  at  a  large  cost, 
and  loses  no  opportunity  to  add  to  the  comfort  and 
valuation  of  his  estate. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  as  before  stated, 
devotes  much  attention  to  farming,  is  chiefly  inter- 
ested in  stock-raising,  and  has  in  his  possession  sev- 
enteen valuable  horses,  including  the  two  famous 
stallions,  "Oxney  Samson"  and  "Baryton,"  half  a 
dozen  of  good  Southdown  sheep,  and  fifty  full- 
blooded  Poland-China  hogs,  and  also  some  fine 
Galloway  cattle. 

Mr.  Hensley  was  married  March  9, 1862,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Baughman,  daughter  of  Gabriel  Baugh- 
man,  one  of  the  old  settlers  in  this  township,  and 
who  is  now  deceased.  He  emigrated  from  Ohio  to 
Cass  Township  in  1834,  and  was  the  father  of  four- 
teen children,  seven  b03-s  and  seven  girls;  nine  are 
still  living,  and  most  of  them  in  this  county.  The 
daughter's  birth  occurred  December  27,  1834.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hensley  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, living  and  one  deceased,  viz:  Hannah  Jane, 
Mrs. James  E.  Drummond,  of  this  place;  John  G. ; 
Marcellus  0.,  who  married  Ellen  J.  Sterling;  and 
Mary  M.,  deceased. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  devout  Christians  and 
faithful  attendants  at  the  Christian  Church.  He  is 
a  strong  temperance  man  himself,  and  h  great  ad- 
vocate of  this  cause.     Being  a  man  of  prominence. 


he  is  naturally  called  upon  to  fill  responsible  posi- 
tions, and  has  for  the  past  fifteen  years  screed  as 
School  Director,  and  helped  build  two  school- 
houses.  He  is  actively  interested  in  political  mat- 
ters, and  has  voted  for  the  Greenback  party,  and  of 
late  years  for  the  Prohibition  ticket,  having  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  His  father  is 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  casting  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Van  Buren. 


eHARLES  E.  JOHNSON.  To  behol.l  the 
progress  and  culture  of  Pleasant  Township 
one  would  scarcely  imagine  that  a  few  years 
back  it  was  little  more  than  a  forest  primeval  and 
possessed  only  the  charm  of  nature.  This  place  is 
rightly  named,  being  in  very  truth  an  exceedingly 
pleasant  township  and  one  well  adapted  to  business 
and  pleasure  alike.  Among  the  early  pioneers, 
those  who  hewed  out  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  little  city  has  been  built,  numbers  the  subject  of 
our  sketch.  He  makes  his  home  on  section  9,  and 
is  largely  instrumental  in  bringing  about  many 
of  the  new  and  successful  methods  of  advancing 
business,  educational  and  social  standards. 

Mr.  Johnson's  birth  occurred  in  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  13th  of  July,  1830,  being  the  son  of 
Lemuel  and  Lydia  (Rowley)  Johnson,  natives  of 
New  York.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  of  English 
descent  and  came  to  this  country  to  seek  a  broader 
scope  for  their  abilities  than  was  afforded  in  the  old 
and  crowded  country.  He  passed  his  childhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  State,  and  there  received  as  good 
an  education  as  the  times  offered,  though  he  did  not' 
receive  half  the  training  that  is  given  young  men 
of  the  present  day,  and  yet  his  success  has  been 
greater  than  will  be  achieved  perhaps,  by  most 
of  these  highly  educated  young  men.  There  is 
nothing  so  well  calculated  to  bring  out  all  the 
energy  and  ambition  a  man  possesses  as  the  neces- 
sity early  in  life  for  making  his  own  way. 

Mr.  Johnson  in  the  fall  of  1849  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, coming  by  way  of  Buffalo  and  the  lakes  and 
Chicago.  Upon  reaching  this  State,  he  located  in 
Fulton  County.    In  1853  he  married  Miss  Harriett 
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Lacey,  who  was  born  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  10th  of  September,  1833,  and  daughter  of 
John  Lacey  whose  sketch  appears   in   this  volume. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  viz:  Laura  A.,  wife  of  .lames  Parkison,  of 
Bernadotte  Township;  Milburn  H.,  of  Bernadotte 
Township;  Mattie  C,  who  lives  with  her  parents; 
Blake  E.  Those  deceased  are,  John  L.,  Cora  A. 
and  Carrie  I. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  after  his  marriage 
farmed  on  section  'J,  on  tiie  farm  of  John  Lacey, 
and  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1882  and  has 
continued  to  make  this  his  home  up  to  the  present 
writing.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  that  is  well  cultivated  and  his  lesidence  is 
two  miles  east  of  Ipava  village.  He  is  truly  a  self- 
made  man  and  has  met  with  both  friendship  and 
financial  success  in  his  journey  through  life.  He 
started  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and  has  climbed 
without  other  assistance  than  his  courteous  manners 
and  good  judgment. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge 
No.  213  at  Ipava.  He  has  f(ir  several  years  been 
Road  Commissioner  of  lliis  t(i\viislii|)  and  also  Con- 
stable and  Collector.  Beiny  a  very  i)ublic-spirited 
man  and  one  possessed  of  undaunted  courage,  he 
has  always  advocated  the  cause  of  worthy  under- 
takings that  were  calculated  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  tlie  community  in  which  he  resides.  Mrs. 
Johnson  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  she  and  lier  husband  are  popular  in 
social  circles  and  noted  for  their  intellectuality. 
Indeed  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  classed  among 
the  most  influential  and  wealthy  citizens  of  this 
place,  and  is  highly  respected  both  here  and 
tiiroughout  the  surrounding  county. 

#^ V^ 


J"^    M.  WATSON.     It  is  impossible  in  a  brief 
biographical  sketch  to  render  full  justice  to 
prominent  men,  and  yet  there  are  some  who 
'    are  so  intimately  and  clearly  identified  with 
the   county's  welfare,  and  whose   names  are  so  fa- 


miliar to  all  that  it  is"  only  justice  to  dwell  upon 
what  they  have  done  and  the  influence  of  their 
career  upon  others,  not  as  empty  words  of  praise, 
but  the  plain  statement  of  a  plain  truth.  To  this 
class  belongs  J.  M.  Watson,  commonly  called  "Roe" 
Watson,  Assessor  of  Cass  Township.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  indisputable  ability  and  good  business 
habits,  and  is  alike  popular  in  social  and  financial 
circles.  He  is  an  active,  wide-awake  farmer  and 
has  won  great  success  in  pursuing  this,  his  favorite 
occupation. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  on  section  29,  of  the 
township  named,  July  19,  1852,  he  being  the  son 
of  John  D.  and  Catherine  (Camiron)  Watson,  na- 
tives of  Indiana  and  Illinois  respectively.  His 
father  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  in 
this  State  and  experienced  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  incidental  to  a  resident  in  an  undevel- 
oped country.  He  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  beloved  wife  in  1856.  To  them  had 
been  born  three  children,  all  of  whom  grew  tn  ma- 
turity, but  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one 
living  at  the  present  writing.  The  father  was 
married  again  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Oregon. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the  recip- 
ient of  a  coniinon-school  education  and  at  an  early 
age  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  educational 
matters  and  an  amount  of  industry  and  integrity 
of  purpose  that  could  but  result  in  success.  Fol- 
lowing the  fpotsteps  of  his  father  he  has  always 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  years  during  which  time  he  tried 
railroading.  At  the  early  age  of  twenty-one  he 
commenced  to  make  a  business  record  for  himself 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  estate  near 
Smithfield  and  also  of  an  elegant  residence.  His 
farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land  all  in  a  body,  one  hundred  acres  of 
which  are  in  a  state  of  perfect  cultivation.  Bes'de 
agriculture  he  is  also  largel}'  interested  in  stock- 
raising,  buying  and  selling  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Watson  was  married,  April  3,  1873,  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Cable,  daughter  of  Solomon  Cable,  and 
immediately  after  his  marriage  settled  upon  his 
present  farm.  To  himself  and  wife  have  been  born 
six  children — Carrie  B.,  Sadie  C,  Josie  M.,  James 
H.,  John  II.  and  William  E.,all  of  whom  are  living. 
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The  interest  of  the  parents  in  school  matteis  is 
very  pronounced  and  the  children  are  one  and  all 
receiving  excellent  instruction.  Their  morals  are 
carefully  guarded,  the  father  being  a  man  of  good 
principles  and  tlie  mother  a  consistent  member  of 
the  I'nited  Brethren  Church. 

Mr.  Watson  is  a  member  of  .Smithfleld  Lodge 
No.  103,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  has  held  the  offices  of  Treas- 
urer, Right  Support  and  Vice  Grand.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  political  issues,  voting  tiie  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  has  at  various  times  been  a 
delegate  to  conventions.  He  has  been  a  School 
Director  for  four  years,  has  served  as  Constable 
for  an  equal  length  of  time  and  is  now  filling  the 
office  of  Township  Assessor  for  the  fourth  term, 
lie  is  classed  among  the  pre-eminently  successful 
agriculturists  of  Cass  Township,  and  has  lost  no 
oijportunity  for  improving  his  estate  or  contribut- 
ing to  the  general  welfare  of  the  community,  who 
liohl  him  in  such  high  esteem. 


RICHARD  E.  GOULD  operates  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Fairview  Town- 
ship, which  is  a  part  of  the  old  Travers 
estate.  The  best  traits  in  the  English  ciiar- 
acter  find  an  exemplification  in  him  and  are  com- 
bined with  some  sterling  qualities  derived  from  his 
maternal  ancestors,  who  were  German.  His  father, 
Edwin  Gould,  was  born  in  Exeter,  England,  and 
came  to  America  when  a  young  man  of  about 
twenty-three  years,  in  company  with  members  of 
the  Travers  family,  so  prominent  in  this  section  of 
Illinois.  Mr.  Gould  married  Sophia  Ernst,  who  bore 
him  seven  children,  our  subject  being  the  second  in 
order  of  birtii. 

The  other  members  of  the  parental  family  are 
Sally,  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; 
William  F.,  book-keeper  for  Donk  Bros.  Coal  Com- 
pany, of  St.  Louis;  Edwin  J.,  book-keeper  for  the 
Ludlow  Saylor  Wire  Company,  of  St.  Louis; 
Walter  Carr,  railroad  clerk  at  Sedalia,  Mo. ;  Harry 
P.,  a  resident  of  Fairview,  this  county;  George  A., 
an  employe  in  the  Ludlow  Saylor  Wire  Company. 
The  father  of  this  family  was  possessed  of  more 


than  ordinary  enterprise,  and,  being  a  ropemaker 
by  trade,  worked  up  a  good  business,  finally  build- 
ing a  large  rope  manufactory  in  St.  Louis.  Me 
embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cord  for 
tying  cotton  bales,  investing  a  large  amount  of  cap- 
ital in  the  enterprise.  About  thiit  time  the  wire 
band  for  the  same  purpose  was  invented,  and  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  cotton  tie  formerly  used,  so 
affected  the  business  of  Mr.  Gould  as  to  almost 
cause  his  insolvency.  Beginning  again  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  financial  ladder,  he  climbed  upward, 
but  never  regained  his  former  position.  When  he 
died  he  was  worth  about  §5,000.  He  was  the  first 
manufacturer  of  iron  and  steel  rope  west  of  the 
ftlississippi  River. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch  was 
born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  December  2,  1859,  the  day 
John  Brown  was  hung.  He  grew  up  in  his  native 
place,  followed  his  father's  trade  for  some  years,  and 
then  found  employment  as  a  distributing  clerk  in 
the  post-office  department  of  his  native  city.  He 
was  filling  that  position  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
and  continued  to  make  his  home  in  8t.  Louis  for  n 
year  longer.  He  then  came  to  this  county  to 
I'eside. 

After  the  deatli  of  his  father  ou"  subject  came  up 
to  this  county  to  visit  his  parents'  old-time  friends 
— the  Travers  family.  He  found  much  to  admire 
in  the  character  of  Agnes  A.,  the  j'oungest  living 
child  of  Charles  and  June  (Hutehins)  Travels,  and 
determined,  if  possible,  to  win  her  for  his  wife. 
His  wooing  i)roveil  successful  and  on  September  2, 
1884,  the  young  couple  were  joined  in  the  bonds 
of  holy  wedlock.  Mrs.  Gould  was  born  at  White 
Oak  Springs,  Wis.,  and  was  but  eleven  years  old 
when  she  came  to  this  State.  After  acquiring  a 
preliminary  education  she  entered  the  Normal 
School  at  Normal,  but  after  attending  some  time 
her  health  failed,  and  she  was  obliged  to  abandon 
her  studies  before  graduation.  Reared  by  parents  • 
who  have  not  lost  their  belief  in  the  wisdom  of 
English  laws  and  English  customs^she  became  capa- 
ble of  managing  a  home,  fitted  for  the  duties  which 
might  devolve  upon  her  in  society,  and  estimable 
in  character. 

Mr.  Gould  is  a  Republican  in  principles,  but  in- 
quires  into  the  character  and  fitness  for  office  of  a 
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candidate  for  his  suffrage,  and  lays  by  party  preju- 
dice when  by  so  doing  he  can  secure  belter  service 
in  any  Governmental  position  of  trust.  He  is  a 
very  intelligent  man,  possessing  sound  sense, 
coupled  vcith  various  manly  qualities,  such  as  win 
respect  from  his  fellow-men.  He  and  his  wife  be- 
long to  the  Episcopal  Church.  Their  home,  though 
modest,  is  an  abode  of  comfort  and  a  center  from 
which  |)leasing  influences  extend. 


<jfj'  lEUT.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  CONE. 
I  (S)  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  circumstances 
/l^^  in  life  may  make  or  mar  the  prospects  of 
man  to  a  certain  extent,  but  a  determined  spirit  will 
bend  even  the  force  of  circumstances  to  its  will. 
The  career  of  Lieut.  Cone  since  his  arrival  on  the 
stage  of  human  action  is  abundant  proof  of  this 
trite  saying:  That  which  is  better  than  silver  or 
gold,  a  good  name,  gains  added  lustre  in  adverse 
circumstances,  and  the  sterling  qualities  of  char- 
acter are  strengthened  in  the  combats  of  life. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  fifth  son  of  Jo- 
seph Cone,  founder  of  Farraington,  and  a  man  of 
extended  fame,  whose  life  and  cliaracter  are  appro- 
priately set  forth  in  the  sketciies  of  Spencer  and 
Henry  Cone,  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album.  Born 
in  Harwinton,  Conn.,  July  10,  1821,  George  Cone 
received  an  excellent  education,  first  attending  the 
common  schools,  and  later  the  Harwinton  Acad- 
emy, as  well  as  institutions  of  learning  in  this 
State.  He  was  a  lad  of  but  thirteen  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  fatlier  to  Illinois,  and  here  he  at- 
tended the  primitive  log  schoolhouses.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  Peoria  Academy, 
which  was  at  that  time  under  the  cliarge  of  the 
Rev.  David  Page.  Possessing  great  natural  abil- 
ity, and  a  fondness  for  study,  young  Cone  found 
no  difficulty  in  mastering  the  depths  of  hidden 
lore. 

Lieut.  Cone  continued  to  live  at  home  until  his 
marriage  in  1848,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Ann  Smith, 
who  died  within  a  year.  In  1850  he  was  united 
with  Miss  Harriet  Berge,  a  dnuglitcr  of  Deacon 
Luther  Berge,  who  was  well  knos^n  to  the  pioneers 


of  this  State  for  his  rousing  utterances  on  abolition 
and  temperance,  as  well  as  his  religious  zeal.  Mrs. 
Cone  inherits  much  of  the  energy  and  strength  of 
character  which  made  her  father  so  prominent,  and 
in  her  these  traits  are  combined  with  the  softer 
qualities  of  womanhood,  thus  qualifying  her  for 
the  important  duties  which  devolve  upon  her  in 
home  life  as  well  as  in  society.  She  is  the  mother 
of  four  children,  viz:  Cordelia,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  Frank,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  but  six  years; 
Everett  Luther,  who  is  at  home;  and  George  C,  a 
student  in  the  University  of  Illinois,  at  Champaign, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  '93. 

Mr.  Cone  improved  a  wild  quarter-section  of 
land  before  his  marriage,  the  tract  being  near 
Eimwood.  He  sold  it  and  next  bought  a  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  Henry, 
where  he  established  a  home  of  his  own.  In  a 
short  time  he  sold  the  farm  and  embarked  in  the 
dry-goods  business  at  Elmtvood,  where  he  carried 
on  a  prosperous  business  career  for  seven  years. 
He  was  enjoying  a  happy  and  successful  life  when 
the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  his  lo3alty  drew  him 
from  his  peaceful  pursuit  to  a  place  amid  his  coun- 
try's defenders.  He  enlisted  in  Company-  I,  Sev- 
enty-seventh Illinois  Infantry  in  the  fall  of  1862, 
and  went  to  the  front  under  command  of  Col. 
Grier,  who  afterward  became  a  General.  The  com- 
pany was  mustered  in  at  Peoria,  and  after  spend- 
ing a  brief  time  in  drilling,  left  for  the  front,  their 
objective  point  being  Lexington,  Ky.  The\' 
marched  from  Covington  to  Lexington,  and  were 
ordered  on  to  Louisville,  where  they  embarked  on 
a  boat  from  which  they  landed  to  participate  in  the 
Vicksburg  campaign. 

The  first  heavy  engagement  in  which  Mr.  Cone 
participated  was  Port  Gibson,  which  was  followed 
by  Haines'  Bluff,  where  the  Union  forces  met  with 
a  repulse.  At  Arkansas  Post  they  took  six  thou- 
sand prisoners,  at  Champion  Hills  had  a  hard  fight, 
as  also  at  Black  River  Bridge.  Before  the  com- 
pany left  the  North,  our  subject  had  been  elected 
Second  Sergeant,  and  immodiatel3-  after  the  en- 
gagement at  Black  River  Bridge,  he  was  ijromoted 
to  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant  for  valiant  ser- 
vices, the  commission  being  signed  by  U.  S.  Grant. 
In  the  grand  charge  on  Vicksburg,  May  22,  Lieut. 
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Cone  was  shot  tlirought  the  left  ankle,  and  was  on 
Clutches  for  eight  months.  He  resigned  and  was 
hoimrabl}-  discharged  on  account  of  physical  dis- 
ability at  New  Orleans  in  November.  18G3.  He 
returned  home  scarcely  more  than  a  physical  wreck, 
but  with  a  war  recordjof  which  any  man  might  be 
justly  proud. 

Since  the  war  Mr.  Cone  has  carried  on  farming, 
and  now  has  property  at  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  and  at 
Peoria.  In  I8(J3  he  went  to  Memphis,  took  a  per- 
mit to  trade  with  the  peo|)le  of  the  South,  and 
bought  mill  property  there.  He  sustained  a  heavy 
loss  in  this  venture,  never  receiving  pay  for  the 
property  rud  being  thereby  practically  i  uined.  He 
did  not  applv  for  a  pension  until  about  seventeen 
years  after  the  war,  when  reverses  compelled  him 
to  do  so. 

In  polities  Lieut.  Cone  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Republican  part}',  but  is  no  ofliee 'seeker.  He  is 
noted  for  integrity  and  honest}-,  wliich  character- 
istics have  been  maintained  throughout  adversity 
and  prosperity  .alike.  He  is  slightl}'  inclined  to- 
ward the  Swedenborgian  religion,  liberal-minded 
toward  those  of  diverse  faiths,  and  generous  in  aid 
of  worthy  enterprises. 


]|[#ING  DAVID  BOWERS,  a  well-known  farmer 
i3^  of  Young  Hickory  Township,  is  one  of  its 
most  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens. One  of  his  most  prominent  charac- 
teristics is  his  thorough  loyalt}',  coupled  with  n 
grateful  remembrance  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  brave  boys  who  gave  up  home  and  friends  to 
battle  for  the  Union.  Two  of  his  own  sons  gave 
up  their  lives  for  their  country  and  he  himself  ex- 
perienced some  of  the  trials  which  befell  LTniou 
men  where  the  majority  was  against  them.  The 
farm  of  Mr.  Bowers  consists  of  eighty- four  acres 
on  section  10  and  eighty  acres  on  section  9,  watered 
by  Swigle  Creek,  and  having  the  practically  inex- 
haustible soil  of  the  bottom  lands. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa., 
near  Waynesboro,  September  25.  1816,  and  was 
two  years  old  when  his  parents   removed  to  Wash- 


m. 


ington  County,  Md.  Seven  years  later  they  changed 
their  abode  to  Frederick  County,  where  the  lad 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  beginning  to  share  in  its  cul- 
tivation when  but  ten  years  old.  The  only  school- 
ing which  he  ever  had  was  at  a  subscription  school 
for  three  montlis,  where  he  learned  to  read  and 
write.  He  is  pre-eminently  self  made  and  many 
who  have  had  the  best  of  school  privileges  have 
not  so  good  a  knowledge  of  general  topics  and 
current  events  as  he.  When  fifteen  years  old  he 
began  working  bj'  the  month,  doing  men's  work 
and  receiving  men's  wages  of  ^8  per  month.  He 
li.as  spent  many  a  day  cradling  grain  and  perform- 
ing other  labor  which  is  now  generally  accomplished 
by  machinery. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  married  April  20,  1840,  to  Miss 
Susan  Zeiger,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  the 
bride's  home  in  Mercersburg,  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
That  capable,  industrious  woman  was  born  in  the 
Keystone  State  and  reared  on  the  farm  of  her 
father,  Jacob  Zeiger.  The  latter  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bowers 
removed  to  Morgan  County,  Ya.,  where,  after 
working  for  wages  a  year,  he  rented  a  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bath.  Two  years  later  he  went  to 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and  worked  out  by  the 
month  for  a  year,  his  wages  being  $9  per  month. 
On  this  he  kept  the  family,  which  included  two 
children,  and  after  paying  130  a  year  for  house 
rent,  was  able  to  live  .is  well  as  now.  At  the  end 
of  a  year  he  bought  five  acres  of  laud  near  Mer- 
cersburg and  shortly  afterward  added  six  acres,  it 
being  a  part  of  the  estate  of  his  mother-in-law. 
He  chopped  trees,  hewed  logs,  and  himself  put  up  a 
log  house  in  which  many  happy  hours  were  spent 
by  his  little  family.  He  set  out  an  orchard  and 
otherwise  improved  the  place  which  he  cultivated 
while  at  the  same  time  working  as  a  carpenter,  be- 
ing very  handy  in  the  use  of  tools  and  in  wood 
work. 

Until  he  came  West.  Mr.  Bowers  continued  to  do 
carpenter's  work,  finally  contracting  for  small 
buildings,  making  shingles  and  coopers'  stuff,  but 
making  a  specialty  of  building  double  corn  cribs. 
He  also  continued  to  do  some  farm  work,  particu- 
larly in  the  harvest  field,  as  otherwise  he  would 
have  been  boycotted  by  his  neighbors.    He  became 
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particularly  expert  in  cradling  grain  and  found 
plenty  to  do,  being  even  sent  for  by  farmers  in 
Virginia.  There  he  received  $2.50  per  day  as  he 
could  work  much  faster  than  the  slaves,  while  at 
home  he  received  but  $1.50  a  day.  In  1855  be 
sold  his  farm  and  goods  and  started  with  a  team 
toward  the  setting  sun.  At  Pittsburg  he  embarked 
on  the  "Star  of  the  West"  from  which  he  disem- 
barked at  Copperas  Landing.  The  team  had  been 
shipped  and  he  drove  on  to  Liverpool,  then  to 
Fairview  where  he  lived  a  year.  During  the  sum- 
mer he  busied  himself  at  carpenter's  work  theie 
and  in  the  fall  worked  at  London  Mills.  He  bought 
eighty-four  acres  of  his  present  estate  which  was 
raw  land  but  took  possession  of  a  rented  farm  on 
Spoon  River. 

Being  drowned  out  on  the  Spoon,  Mr.  Bowers 
returned  to  Fairview  whence  he  teamed  to  Cop- 
peras Creek  and  other  points  for  a  year.  He  next 
moved  on  to  the  Harshbarger  farm  and  after  rent- 
ing it  a  year,  built  on  his  own  land  and  removed 
thither.  He  got  out  the  timber  from  his  own 
woods,  iiewed  it  to  a  frame,  scored  and  put  it  up, 
;iiid  iiauled  lumber  from  Avon  for  the  lighter  parts 
of  the  building.  He  broke  the  land  and  gradually 
made  the  various  improvements  upon  it,  devoting 
l!ie  spring  and  summer  to  farm  work  and  laboring 
.•It  his  trade  from  harvest  time  until  winter.  Until 
•I  year  ago  he  was  able  to  build  but  he  has  now 
;;iven  up  carpenter's  work. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  able  ere  long  to  buy  adjoining 
land  and  added  a  quarter  section  to  his  estate.  He 
sold  a  part  of  this,  however,  leaving  his  acreage 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four.  It  is  all  neatly  fenced 
and  is  well  stocked  and  supplied  with  necessary 
buildings.  The  residence  stands  on  one  side  of 
the  road  and  the  barns  on  the  other.  Three  acres 
were  given  by  Mr.  Bowers  to  the  Narrow  Gauge 
Railroad  as  a  right  of  waj'  and  he  also  subscribed 
to  the  fund  raised  to  push  the  road  through  tliis 
l)art  of  the  county.  The  land  is  excellent  for  pas- 
turage and  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  hay  and 
grain.  Mr.  Bowers,  therefore,  does  general  farm- 
ing and  feeds  stock  of  various  kind."?.  He  raises 
about  fourteen  head  of  good  roadsters  and  draft 
horses,  together  with  cattle;  and  hogs.'  In  all  his 
uuikheuses  the  latest  farm  machinery.     Of  the 


children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowers  we  note  the 
following:  William  H.,  died  here  in  1857;  Daniel 
W.  and  ,loseph  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  Compan}'  B,  were 
mustered  in  at  Peoria  and  served  until  killed; 
Daniel  died  at  J.ackson,  Tenn.,  in  1863,  and  Joseph 
was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  when  on  picket 
duty  at  Resaca.  The  latter  had  accompanied  Sher- 
man on  the  march  to  the  sea  and  had  been  in  all 
the  battles  of  his  regiment  during  the  three  years 
of  his  service;  Jacob  lives  in  Peoria;  Martha  V., 
Catherine  R.,  and  John  G.,  triplets,  arc  unmarried 
and  at  home;  Rinaldo  is  also  at  home;  WinDeld 
Scott  died  in  the  East. 

Mr.  Bowers  has  been  School  Directoi'  nine  j-ears 
and  is  much  interested  in  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  education.  Other  projects  and  enterprises 
which  will  tend  to  elevate  the  material,  moral  and 
intellectual  status  of  the  community,  receive  a 
helping  hand  from  him.  He  contributes  to  the 
building  fund  of  churches  and  gave  $115  toward 
the  soldiers'  monument  at  Midway-.  He  was  for- 
merly a  strong  Abolitionist  and  is  now  an  equally 
stanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  county  and  Congressional  con- 
ventions. Mrs.  Bowers  is  a  consistent  and  honored 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

John  Bowers,  the  grandfather  of  our  suljject, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  farmed 
Ihere  during  hi^  earlier  life.  He  removed  to 
Washington  County,  Md.,  where  he  continued  to 
farm  and  also  did  teaming.  He  finally  made  his 
home  in  Williamsport,  living  to  an  extreme  old 
age.  He  was  a  famous  shot  and  a  great  fighter,  and 
although  left-handed,  was  never  known  to  be  beaten 
by  an  opponent.  He  was  the  son  of  a  man  who 
emigrated  from  German}'. 

John  Bowers,  Jr.,  the  father  of  onr  subject,  was 
likewise  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  took 
part  in  the  War  of  1812  while  still  a  single  man. 
He  afterward  went  to  Maryland,  operated  a  rented 
farm  for  a  time,  then  settled  in  Frederick  County, 
wliere  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Although  a  good 
soldier,  ready  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  his 
country,  he  possessed  a  very  peaceable  4'S|'<'siti()n. 
His    religious    leaning    was    toward    the   Liilheran 
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Church.  He  married  Sarah,  daugliter  of  Jacob 
Coon,  who  was  born  in  Washington  Country,  Md., 
nnil  reared  on  a  farm.  She  spent  lier  entire  life  in 
lier  native  Slate,  d3'ing  in  C'avetown.  Grand- 
mother Coon  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of  ninety- 
nine  3'cars.  The  family  are  of  German  descent. 
The  parental  fiunily  included  nine  children  besides' 
fiur  subject,  he  being  the  flrst-born.  Elizabeth  and 
.John  died  in  Maryland,  and  Henry  in  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, Iowa;  Christian  lives  in  La  Salle  County,  this 
St;ite;  Samuel,  near  Greenbiish ;  Susan,  m  F'ranklin 
County,  Md.;  Xancy,  in  Smitbburg,  Md.;  Katie  F., 
and  George  also  in  that  State. 


ylLLIAM  H.  SMITH,  owner  and  occu- 
pant of  a  fine  farm  in  Banner  Township, 
and  of  much  other  valuable  property, 
was  born  inSmitbfield,  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  Feb- 
ruary 4.  18r.i.  His  father.  Henry  Smith,  born  in 
llrandenlnirg,  Prussia,  July  4,  1777,  landed  at 
lialtimore,  Md.,  July  4,  1799.  He  was  a  shoemaker, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  those  daj's, 
went  from  house  to  house  with  his  kit  of  tools, 
making  up  shoes  for  an  entire  family.  On  one  of 
these  trips  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mar^^  Fry, 
with  whom  he  was  afterwards  united  in  marriage, 
and  who  bore  him  nine  children.  The  family  con- 
sisted of  six  daughters  and  three  sons,  named  re- 
spectively, John  F.,  Catherine,  Phoebe,  Frances, 
Mary  Eliza,  Harriet,  William  II.,  Elizabeth  and 
Braxton  U. 

The  mother  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Va., 
Junes,  1783,  and  died  February  14,  1829,  at  the 
age  of  forty-flve  years,  three  months  and  nineteen 
days.  The  father  subsEquentl3-  married  a  second 
wife,  by  wiiom  he  had  two  children — -Ma'ry,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Homer,  and  Matilda  S.,  who  married 
Thomas  T.  Bybee,  and  after  his  death,  Lucian  B. 
Farnsworth.  The  father,  mother  and  step-mother 
of  our  subject  lived  and  died  in  the  same  house,  it 
having  been  built  by  Mr.  Smith  when  first  mar- 
ried. The  father  took  part  with  the  American 
Army  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  died 


December  4,  1865.  at  the  age  of  eighty -eight  years 
and  five  months.    • 

During  the  boyhood  of  our  suliject  free  schools 
were  unknown  in  Virginia,  instruction  being  ob- 
tained from  a  teacher  who  would  secure  i)atrons  by 
subscription.  Our  subject  began  his  attendance  at 
one  of  these  schools  when  seven  years  old,  and 
freely  confesses  that  while  his  parents  were  anxious 
for  and  did  all  in  their  power  to  secure  his  advance- 
ment in  his  learning,  he  did  not  see  the  importance 
of  it,  and  secured  but  a  limited  education.  When 
fourteen  years  old  he  went  to  the  home  of  bis 
brother-in-law,  Samuel  League,  a  tailor,  from  whom 
he  intended  to  learn  the  trade,  but  his  eyesight 
being  impaired  by  the  loss  of  one  of  his  eyes  a  few 
years  before,  he  abandoned  the  idea. 

After  a  short  time  he  went  to  another  brother-in- 
law,  George  F.  Ludwig,  with  whom  he  learned  the 
milling  business.  The  agreement  was  made  between 
Mr.  Ludwig  and  the  father  of  our  subject  that  the 
boy  should  have  $2.50  per  month,  but  the  account 
being  kept  between  the  older  parties  it  was  seldom 
that  he  had  money  to  handle.  Needful  clothing 
was  bought  for  him  by  Mr.  Ludwig,  and  he  had 
little  use  for  sponding-raoney,  without  which  ho 
enjoyed  life,  there  being  plenty  of  compan}'  about 
the  mill,  and  the  days  yjassing  happily. 

In  the  fall  of  1836,  there  being  much  talk  of  the 
West,  our  subject  encouraged  by  his  father,  de- 
termined to  set  forth.  His  greatest  difficulty  was 
money,  but  Mr.  Ludwig  gave  him  the  jirivi- 
lege  of  buying  a  shoat  and  feeding  it  with 
his  hogs,  and  vvlien  fattened  the  animal  was  sold 
for  $12.18.  An  old  smooth-bore  rifle  had  been 
given  to  young  Smith  by  his  father,  and  having  it 
stocked  up  new  he  w.as  able  to  sell  it  for  $12.  He 
managed  to  get  together  about  $30,  with  which  he 
left  his  native  soil  on  the  1st  of  May,  1837, 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  West. 

Our  subject  was  obliged  to  economize,  and  so 
started  out  on  foot  for  Wheeling,  at  which  place 
he  was  to  meet  his  brother-in-law,  George  Glass- 
ford,  and  his  sister  Elizaiieth,  who  journeyed 
thither  by  stage,  and  with  whom  he  was  to  con- 
tinue his  journey  to  Peoria.  III.,  where  a  brother  of 
Glassford  was  living.  Over  hills  and  mountains 
the  youth  of  eighteen  trudged  manfully  on,  passing 
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tbrough  Mainland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Lis  native 
Stale,  having  no  trouble  to  find  his  way  after  reach- 
ing the  National  road.  His  feet  were  soon  blistered 
by  walking  over  the  bard  roads,  which  were  an  al- 
most continuous  bed  of  beat-up  stone,  making  his 
journey  one  ever  to  be  remembered.  His  expenses 
were  very  light,  as  he  could  obtain  a  cold  lunch  at 
a  cost  of  ninepence,  and  lodging  at  the  taverns  along 
the  route  was  proportionately  cheap.  By  securing 
a  deck  passage  and  helping  to  carry  in  wood  (there 
were  no  coal  mines  along  the  river  then),  the  young 
man  paid  low  rate  for  his  fare  from  Wheeling  to 
Peoria. 

This  being  the  first  trip  of  any  note  which  our 
subject  had  taken,  it  opened  up  a  new  life  to  him. 
and  impressions  were  made  upon  his  mind  never  to 
be  obliterated.  No  incident  of  special  importance 
occurred  until  they  were  ascending  the  Mississippi 
liiver  when  they  attempted  to  pass  another  boat. 
The  channel  being  near  the  right  shore,  the  boats 
ran  close  together.  Just  as  the  "Swiss  Boy"  was 
passing  her  opponent,  the  latter  swung  around,  and 
being  heavily  loaded,  her  guards  came  under  the 
wheel  of  the  "Swiss  Boy,"  breaking  the  buckets 
and  doing  some  damage  to  her  own  guards. 
Becoming  interlocked  it  took  some  time  to  separate 
the  boats.  There  was  much  profanity  among  the 
officers,  with  tlireats  of  having  satisfaction  before 
they  leached  St.  Louis,  but  as  the  "Swiss  Boy"  was 
ctimpelkd  to  lay  by  for  some  time  to  put  on  new 
buckets,  it  did   not  again  overtake  the  other  boat. 

Peoria,  which  was  readied  about  the  middle  of 
JLay,  was  but  a  small  place,  the  principal  buildings 
being  on  Lake  and  Water  Streets,  above  Main,  the 
old  court-house  back  of  the  town,  and  the  surround 
ing  country  almost  in  a  state  of  nature.  An  oc- 
casional house  was  to  be  seen  along  the  bluff,  but 
wild  grass  had  possession  of  the  soil,  and  the  scen- 
ery was  wild  and  beautiful.  Our  subject  had  about 
$7  in  money,  from  which  he  paid  fifty  cents  for 
lodging  the  first  nigiit,  mucli  troubled  at  the  price, 
but  not  all  by  the  hard  bed  upon  which  he  lay.  He 
made  an  eager  search  for  employment  at  his  trade, 
but  found  none  in  the  few  rude  mills  in  that  sec- 
tion. 

While  talking  with  a  Pennsylvanian  named 
Rincliardt,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  a  few  days  after 


his  arrival,  Mr.  Smith  was  approached  by  a  Mr. 
Davis,  who  run  a  brick  jard  back  on  the  bluff.  He 
wanted  to  hire  two  hands  and  agreed  to  give  the 
young  men  $25  a  month  each  and  board.  Mr. 
Smith  was  not  certain  whether  he  could  stand  the 
work,  but  feeling  the  necessity  of  having  some  em- 
ployment, accepted  the  offer  and  was  set  to  work 
tending  one  of  the  molders.  He  soon  blistered  his 
•  hands,  but  kept  his  table  full  of  mortar.  Two  sets 
of  hands  were  run,  each  having  a  certain  number 
of  bricks  to  mold  and  take  care  of.  The  molder 
at  our  subject's  table  was  inclined  to  be  lazy,  and 
the  other  set  of  hands  would  get  their  tasks  com- 
pleted first.  This  did  not  please  Mr.  Smith,  who 
soon  began  molding  himself  whenever  his  molder 
would  leave  the  table.  The  business  seemed  natu- 
ral to  him,  as  in  a  short  time  he  was  able  to  lead 
anyone  in  the  yard  in  molding. 

The  result  of  the  energy  of  Mr.  Smith  led  to  his 
being  offered  the  position  of  molder,  which  was 
much  easier  than  wheeling  mortar,  and  afforded 
him  the  satisfaction  of  getting  his  day's  work  done 
in  good  season,  while  he  also  aimed  to  gain  Satur- 
day afternoon  free.  He  worked  some  time  without 
receiving  any  money,  the  pay  being  taken  in  cloth- 
ing, as  there  was  little  good  money  in  the  country 
and  traffic  w.as  the  rule.  Seeing  an  opportunity  to 
do  better  he  settled  up  with  Mr.  Davis,  taking  an 
order  on  the  store  for  what  was  due  him.  Mr. 
Davis  desired  him  to  remain,  and  finally  proposed 
to  give  him  an  interest  in  the  yard,  allowing  him  a 
certain  share  of  the  bricks  as  he  could  make  no 
su'-e  calculations  on  money.  Finding  that  his  share 
of  the  brick  would  perhaps  double  his  former 
wages,  Mr.  Smith  agreed  to  stay. 

Not  long  after  this  arrangement  was  made, 
Messrs.  Nowland  and  Orrin  Hamlin  came  to  the 
yard  one  day  inquiring  for  a  young  Smith  who  in 
May  had  been  seeking  a  berth  in  a  mill.  They  had 
bought  a  steam  mill  located  at  Utica,  Fulton  Coun- 
ty, and  wished  the  young  man  to  go  down  and  take 
charge  of  it.  As  the  season  for  bricklaying  was 
nearly  over  and  milling  promised  employment  dur- 
ing the  winter,  Mr.  Smith  gave  up  a  good  business 
in  Peoria,  leaving  what  proved  to  be  a  live  town, 
to  enter  upon  a  life  of  toil  and  hardship. 

Mr.  Smith  landed  at  Copperas  Creek  and  passed 
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along  a  road  where  the  prairie  grass  was  taller  than 
his  head  to  reach  the  mill  of  which  he  took  charge. 
In  the  course  of  the  next  year  he  and  Israel  Miller 
rented  it  for  two  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
Mr.  Smith  alone  rented  it  for  a  year,  and  also  re- 
fitted a  distillery  which  was  connected  with  it,  but 
in  need  of  repairs.  He  hired  men  to  run  the  dis- 
tillery and  himself  took  charge  of  the  mill,  doing 
very  well  that  year,  and  renting  the  plants  for  tlie 
second  year.  Thomas  Maxwell,  of  Utica,  made 
a  proposition  to  go  into  partnership  with  him, 
claiming  to  have  money  and  ability  to  enlarge  the 
business.  After  becoming  a  partner  this  man  did 
not  balance  up,  so  our  subject  sold  out  and  went 
into  other  business. 

The  School  Directors  wished  to  hire  him  to 
teach,  but  he  said  he  was  not  qualified,  and  ought 
rather  to  attend  school  himself.  They  would  take 
no  excuse,  however,  and  no  certificate  being  re- 
quired, Mr.  Smith  look  charge  of  the  institution 
of  learning,  where  scholars  older  and  larger  than 
himself  attended.  The  next  enterprise  of  our  sub- 
ject was  carrying  on  a  small  store  in  Utica,  which 
was  broken  into  by  thieves  who  stole  about  $300 
in  money  and  some  goods.  The  money  had  been 
collected  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  stock, 
and  the  loss  completely  prostrated  Mr.  Smith  and 
left  him  in  debt.  In  some  of  his  trades  he  had  come 
into  possession  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  two  miles  below  Utica,  and  the  only  chance 
left  him  seemed  to  be  to  take  possession  of  the 
place,  and  try  to  cultivate  it. 

This  land  had  been  secured  from  Warner  Ilurd, 
who  was  separated  from  his  wife,  the  deed  conse- 
quently lacking  her  signature.  Mr.  Hurd  died  not 
long  after,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  obliged  to  buy  tlie 
property  again  from  the  widow,  who  laid  claim  to 
it.  About  three  acres  of  land  was  cleared,  the  bal- 
ance being  heavy  timljer.  Taking  possession  of 
the  log  cabin  Mr.  Smith  fought  his  way  onward, 
encumbered  by  a  debt  of  several  hundred  dollars, 
on  which  he  paid  twelve  per  cent,  interest.  On 
looking  back  he  often  wonders  how  he  made  his 
way  through  the  privations  which  beset  his  way 
during  the  many  years  in  which  he  was  often  de- 
nied the  real  necessaries  of  life,  in  order  to  save 
and  be  prepared  for  any  vicissitude  that  might  be- 


fall himself  or  family.  He  attributes  the  greater 
|)art  of  his  success  to  the  good  management,  in- 
dustry and  economy  of  his  wife,  whom  he  feels  to 
have  been  one  of  the  best  helpmates  a  struggling  man 
ever  had.  It  is  with  deep  grief  that  he  recalls  her 
efforts  and  the  fact  that  she  was  removed  from  his 
side  just  as  they  were  becoming  able  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  toil. 

Whenever  Mr.  Smitli  had  a  few  dollars  to  invest 
he  bought  calves  or  other  stock,  and  when  he  could 
control  sufficient  money  would  buy  unimproved 
land  which  could  always  be  bought  cheap  for  ready 
cash.  This  would  be  sold  on  time  at  an  advance 
and  interest,  and  it  was  seldom  tliat  Mr.  Smith  had 
to  take  the  land  back.  Before  railroads  were  built 
here  he  h.ad  a  large  trade  in  beef,  vegetables  and 
other  garden  stuflfs  to  supply  steamboats.  In  1856 
he  built  a  steam  mill  which  accomplished  a  great 
deal  toward  opening  up  and  developing  tlie  coun- 
try, and  by  dint  of  hard  work  gave  him  some  profit 
In  1868  he  bought  the  Fidler  farm,  adjoining 
his  old  place,  and  some  time  afterward  twelve  quar- 
ter sections  in  Seward  and  Butler  Counties.  Neb. 
In  November,  1881,  he  purchased  of  James  Turner 
the  tract  on  which  he  now  resides,  paying  $14,300 
for  the  same.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1885  he  paid 
over  $8,000  for  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres  in 
the  south  part  of  tlie  McKinley  lands.  He  also 
owns  tliree  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres,  with 
good  buildings,  in  Mason  County,  eighty  acres  of 
the  Turner  land,  known  as  the  Walnut  Grove, 
another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  in  Peoria  County,  and  other  pieces  of  property 
on  none  of  which  is  there  a  dollar  of  incumbrance. 

On  May  24,  1839,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Lovina,  daughter  of  T.  T.  Bybee,  the 
ceremony  taking  place  at  the  residence  of  the  bride, 
and  the  entire  neighborhood  being  present.  The 
groom  being  but  twenty  years  old,  Mr.  Bybee  be- 
came security  to  the  County  Clerk  before  he  could 
obtain  the  license.  The  young  couple  made  their 
home  in  Utica  until  September,  when  the  wife  sick- 
ened and  was  taken  to  her  parents'  roof.  There 
she  breathed  her  last  October  3,  after  a  wedded  life 
of  but  four  montlis  and  ten  days.  After  having 
lived  a  widower  until  November  19.  1840,  Mr. 
Smith    married    Elizalieth    C,  daughter   of  Elijah 
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Wilcoxen,  and  a  cousin  to  his  first  wife.  This  hidy 
shaved  his  cares  and  privations  until  April  4,  1863, 
when  she  too  passed  away  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight 
years,  seven  tnonlhs  and  five  days.  This  marriage 
w.ns  blessed  liy  the  birth  of  five  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  four  of  whom  died  when  quite  young. 
On  May  6,  1866,  Mr.  Smith  was  again  inairied,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Abbie  Mason,  who  has  borne  him 
two  sons  and  two  daughter.*. 

On  another  page  of  tiiis  volume  will  be  found  a 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  .Smith. 

J^l  AMES  GARDNER.  A  traveler  throughout 
this  county  would  be  forcibly  impres.sed  by 
some  features  of  the  estate  owned  and  occn- 
I  pied  by  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch.  In  approaching  it  his  eyes  would  be  at- 
tracted by  the  appearance  of  order  and  thorough 
cultivation  seen  on  every  hand,  as  well  as  by  the 
extent  of  the  acreage  and  the  efforts  that  have  been 
maile  to  add  to  its  original  beauty.  Perhaps  the 
most  conspicuous  object,  however,  to  the  stranger 
woidd  be  the  residence — a  large  building  present- 
ing the  appearance  of  great  comfort  and  homelike- 
lu'SS  and  built  of  stone  and  wood.  It  is  so  situated 
as  to  overlook  the  Illinois  Valley  for  many  miles, 
furnishing  one  of  the  grandest  views  of  natural 
scenery  in  the  State.  From  the  front  door  one  can 
look  into  Sehu3der,  Cass  and  Mason  Counties.  It 
will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  mansion  has  been 
built  many  years,  as  there  is  no  appearance  of  mod- 
ern architecture  but  one  of  great  solidity  and  the 
fasiiion  of  a  former  day.  Inquirj'  elicits  the  infor- 
mation that  it  has  stood  since  1845,  and  was  built 
by  the  father  of  the  present  owner. 

Our  inherited  traits  and  the  surroundings  of  our 
early  lives  prefigure  to  a  great  degree  our  own  ca- 
reers. It  therefore  affords  no  surprise  to  the  stu- 
dent of  human  nature  to  find  ihe  subject  of  this 
sketch  an  enterprising  and  orderU'  agriculturist,  a 
moral,  intelligent  man,  and  a  reliable  citizen,  when 
facts  in  the  ancestral  history  are  taken  into  consid- 
eration. The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  Scotland,  possessed  a   mind   of  more  than  ordi- 


nary strength  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  political 
matters.  Near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century 
he  was  exiled  from  his  native  country  on  account 
of  his  political  beliefs,  and  sending  his  family  to 
America  he  stole  away  in  the  night  and  followed 
them.  He  settled  on  a  farm  in  tiie  Empire  State 
and  about  1808  turned  his  footsteps  westward,  lo- 
cating in  Sangamon  Count}',  this  State.  As  be  was 
one  of  tiie  first  settlers  of  that  county,  it  is  probable 
that  Gardner  Township  was  named  in  his  honor. 

Andrew  Gardner  farmed  in  Sangamon  County 
until  late  in  life,  when  he  came  to  live  witli  his 
son.  father  of  our  subject,  in  this  county.  He  was 
industrious  even  in  his  old  age  and  obtaining  apple 
seeds  from  St  Louis  planted  the  first  orchard  in  the 
county,  on  his  son's  farm.  It  covered  twelve  acres 
and  bore  large  crops.  Buyers  used  to  come  from 
Iowa,  Missouri,  and  the  city  of  Spiingfield,  and  the 
receipts  from  the  sale  of  apples  was  frequently  as 
high  as  Si 00  per  daj'.  Mr.  Gardner  died  here  and 
his  mortal  remains  were  first  interred  at  Spring- 
field, but  in  1858  were  removed  to  their  final  rest- 
ing place  in  the  Foutch  burial  grounds  in  this 
county. 

James  Gardner,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year 
1800,  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  his  parents  in 
America.  He  came  to  the  Prairie  State  with  them 
in  his  boyhood  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm 
in  Sangamon  County.  He  hunted  quite  a  good  deal 
during  his  youth,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  be- 
gan to  assist  the  Government  Surve3'ors,  aiding 
them  for  several  years.  In  181 8  he  crossed  the 
Illinois  River  near  the  place  where  he  afterward 
settled  and  where  our  subject  now  lives.  At  one 
time,  while  he  was  with  a  surveying  party,  the  sup- 
ply of  tobacco  gave  out  and  he  was  sent  on  foot  to 
St.  Louis,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
to  get  some.  While  on  this  journey  he  suffered  so 
from  thirst  that  he  was  compelled  to  drink  water 
from  holes  in  whicii  bull  frogs  staid.  His  route 
to  St.  Louis  lay  through  a  dense  wilderness  and  he 
was  guided  by  a  compass.  He  remained  with  the 
surveying  party  until  he  was  competent  to  perform 
their  labors  and  on  one  occasion  took  the  place  of 
the  leading  surveyor  who  was  sick. 

In   the  fall  of  1822    James    Gardner,    Sr.,    and 
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Cliii-les  Gardner,  accorapinied  by  a  stranger  left 
Sangamon  County  to  seek  a  location  iu  this  section 
of  the  State.  They  crossed  the  Illinois  River  at 
Havana  where  they  found  three  white  settlers  and 
saw  no  further  trace  of  white  men  until  they 
reached  Lewistown  where  Ossian  M.  Ross  had  lo- 
cated. They  found  a  (ilacc  to  suit  them  on  section 
34,  Isabel  Township,  and  James  Gardner.  Sr.  built 
a  log  cabin  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs  just  below  the 
mansion  afterward  erected.  He  planted  corn  and 
melons  the  following  spring  and  increased  his  agri- 
cultural operations  as  he  was  able  to  prepare  the 
land  for  crops  and  add  to  his  conveniences  for  cul- 
tivating it.  When  he  first  came  the  Indians — Pot- 
tawatoraies  and  Kickapoos — were  numerous  and 
would  come  in  his  absence  and  take  melons  from  his 
patch.  They  would,  however,  alwaj's  leave  a  piece 
of  venison  hanging  by  the  door  for  payment. 

Mr.  Gardner  became  very  familiar  with  the  red 
men,  learning  their  language  and  frequently  hunt- 
ing with  them.  He  w'as  an  expert  with  a  ritle  and 
successful  in  his  pursuit  of  various  kinds  of  game. 
His  son  now  has  the  old  flint-lock  rifle,  hunting 
knife,  buckskin  coat  and  pouch  which  he  carried  on 
his  expeditions.  The  knife  saved  his  life  on  several 
occasions,  once  in  an  encounter  with  a  wolf  and 
once  with  a  wild  boar.  In  those  days  Mr.  Gardner 
used  to  grind  corn  in  a  hand  mill  from  which  to 
make  johnnycakes.  At  the  time  of  his  death  which 
took  place  August  18,  1873,,  he  was  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acros  in  Isabel  Township, 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Kerlou  Town- 
ship and  was  carrying  on  extensive  agricultural 
operations.  In  religion  he  was  of  the  old  Scotch- 
Presbyterian  belief,  strictly  just  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, intensely  loyal,  and  cnreful  iu  his  obser- 
vances of   law  and  principle. 

The  wife  of  James  Gardner,  Sr..  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Delilah  Graj\  She  w.as  born  in 
the  Buckeye  State  and  died  in  Illinois,  June  27, 
1853.  ,She  bore  her  husband  two  children — he  of 
whom  we  write,  and  Charles  who  died  in  1852  ai 
the  age  of  two  years.  Our  subject,  who  w.as  born 
on  the  homestead  he  now  occupies,  February  17, 
1850,  was  left  motherless  at  a  tender  age,  but  re- 
ceived from  his  father  the  kindest  of  care  and  best  of 
training.     He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  at- 


tended school  in  Havana  and  Lewistown.  The 
day  he  entered  school  he  took  his  position  in  the 
fifth-  reader  class,  having  previously  been  taught 
at  home. 

Our  subject  follows  in  his  father's  footsteps  as 
an  extensive  farmer  and  also  raises  considerable 
stock.  He  has  spent  most  of  his  life  on  the  farm, 
his  only  other  home  having  been  in  Havana,  where 
he  resided  three  years.  He  has  held  various  town- 
ship offices  but  is  not  a  seeker  after  public  honors, 
preferring  to  devote  himself  to  his  large  personal 
interests  and  the  enjoyments  of  private  life.  His 
vote  is  always  cast  with  the  Republican  party,  as 
his  judgment  concurs  vvith  the  principles  advanced 
by  it. 

A  congenial  companion  was  won  by  our  subject 
January  27,  1874.  when  Miss  Martha  K.  Hukill  be- 
came his  wife.  Tliis  lady,  intelligent,  cultured  and 
efficient  in  womanly  duties,  was  born  in  Isabel 
Township,  this  county,  March  24,  1852.  The  un- 
ion has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children 
—Pearl,  James,  Charles  and  Lloyd — and  the  par- 
ents have  sustaineil  a  grievous  loss  in  the  death  of 
the  first  two  named. 


/^.  LARKSON  T.  GILMORE  is  one  of  the 
(if^,  leading  business  men  of  Fairview  and  one 
^^/  of  the  most  enterprising.  His  business 
establishment  is  located  on  State  Street  and  con- 
tains a  well-selei  ted  assortment  of  agricultural  im- 
plements, horse  goods,  and  vehicles,  including 
wagons,  carriages,  road  carts,  horse  blankets,  robes, 
nets,  whips,  harness,  and  the  various  utensils  and 
machines  used  by  farmers. 

Mr.  Gilmoi'c  was  born  in  the  village  of  Fairview, 
December  3,  1848,  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  His  parents,  Darius  and  Margaret  Ann 
Gilmore,  were  natives  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  the  East  and 
came  to  Fairview  in  the  fall  of  183G.  INIr.  Gil- 
more  built  the  first  frame  house  in  the  vili.ige  and 
was  one  of  its  first  residents.  He  worked  at  his 
trade,  that  of  wagon-making,  for  some  time  and 
then  removed  to  a  farm  one  mile  south  of  town,  in 
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Joshua  Township.  After  residing  there  thirty 
years  he  retired  to  Fairview  where  he  died  in  1887 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His 
widow  survived  until  October,  1887,  dying  when 
seventy-six  years  old.  Mr.  Gilmore  was  prominent 
in  church  affairs  and  for  several  years  served  as 
Deacon  and  Elder  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Fair- 
view. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  we  note  the  following:  Sarah  G.,  widow 
of  Josiah  AleoU,  lives  in  Holland,  Mich.;  William 
B.,  a  minister,  died  at  Havana,  tiiis  State;  Soi)hia 
v.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  G.  Kline,  in  Fairview;  Julia 
G.,  Mrs.  Van  Raaltee,  lives  in  Holland,  Mich.;  John 
is  a  music  dealer  in  Selma,  Ala.;  Clarkson  Van 
Nostrand  is  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Darius  is  in 
the  music  trade  in  .Selma,  Ala. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  homestead  and  when  of 
age  started,  out  for  himself,  going  to  Amelia  Court- 
bouse,  Va.,  where  he  fulfilled  the  duties  of  Deputy 
County  Clerk  for  two  years.  He  then  spent  a  j^ear 
in  New  Jersey  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and 
after  a  lengthy  visit  in  the  parental  home  went  to 
Texas,  remaining  there  a  jearaud  a  half.  He  then 
returned  to  this  State  and  engaged  as  a  hotel  clerk 
in  Bushnell,  McDonougli  County,  sojourning  there 
until  1883.  At  that  date  he  came  to  Fairview  and 
in  1884  embarked  in  his  present  business  enterprise. 
His  affairs  are  in  a  thrifty  condition  and  his  trade 
very  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  attractive  homes  of  Fairview  is  oc- 
cupied by  our  subject  and  his  famil3',  and  presided 
over  by  a  capable,  estimable  and  accomplished 
lady.  She  was  formerly  known  as  jMiss  Belle  A. 
Tunison  and  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in 
1884.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Barny  and  Lucinda 
Tunison  who  came  hither  from  New  Jersey.  Mr. 
Tunison  was  a  stonemason.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilmore 
have  two  bright  children:  Myron  G.  and  Harold. 

Mr.  Gilmore  is  a  member  of  the  A'illage  Board  of 
Fairview  and  being  a  thoroughly  progressive  and 
public-spirited  man  takes  a  leading  part  in  munici- 
pal affairs.  He  belongs  to  the  lodges  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  Modern  Woodmen  in  Fairview. 
Mrs.  Gilmore  is  a  member  of  tiie  Reformed  Church, 
and  is  organist  for  that  society,  while  her  husband 


leads  the  choir.  Both  are  very  fond  of  music  and 
prove  very  helpful  in  getting  up  entertainments  of 
various  kinds,  particularly  musicales.  Mr.  Gilmore 
possesses  a  fine  voice  which  adds  greatly  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  church  services  and  social 
gatherings. 

■    ^  oro  ^ 


^^EORGE^. GREEN  is  a  native  born  citizen 
'11  g-^  of  Fulton  County,  and  since  attaining  man- 
'^JJ  hood  has  identified  himself  with  its  exten- 
sive agricultural  and  stock-raising  interests,  and  is 
prosperously  carrying  on  his  vocation  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Orion  Township,  which  is  the  place 
of  his  birth.  He  is  the  son  of  a  former  well-known 
pioneer  of  the  county,  the  late  Zelman  A.  Green 
who  was  prominent  in  public  life  and  whose  death 
was  a  blow  to  the  interests  of  this  locality. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review,  was 
born  in  Orion  Township,  June  26,  1843.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  native  of  Caj'uga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
the  opening  years  of  a  vigorous  manhood  he  came 
from  thereto  Fulton  County,  and  established  him- 
self among  its  early  settlers,  and  during  his  life 
bore  an  honorable  part  in  developing  the  country 
and  iu  looking  after  its  civic  interests.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling,  upright  character  and  of  excellent 
business  ability  and  was  naturally  selected  by  his 
fellow-citizens  to,  take  a  part  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  and  for  several  years  he  served  as 
Supervisor  of  the  township  and  in  that  capacity 
looks  zealously  after  the  interests  of  township  and 
county.  He  also  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Constable,  etc.,  and  in  whatever  capacit}'  he 
served  was  a  faithful  and  efficient  official.  He  was 
thoroughly  Democratic  in  his  political  views,  as  was 
his  father  before  him.  He  was  a  member  of  th« 
Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years.  Mr.  Green 
was  a  victim  of  the  terrible  railway  disaster  at 
Chatsworth  in  1887,  when  he  was  instantly  killed, 
he  being  on  bis  way  to  Niagara  Falls.  His  wife  had 
preceded  him  to  the  grave,  her  death  occurring 
some  fourteen  years  ago.  She  was  a  woman  of  ex- 
cellent character,  and  was  a  sincere  Christian.  Our 
subject  has  three  sisters,  one  of  whom.  Mrs.  Dora 
Hague,  lives  on  a  part  of  the  homestead;  Louisa  is 
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the  wife  of  James  Hudson,  of  McDonough  County, 
and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Jeremiah  Wooding,  of 
Michigan. 

He  of  wliom  we  write,  was  reared  to  maniiood 
on  the  old  homestead,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  local  schools,  and  from  his  father  sound  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  farming  in  all  its  branches. 
When  he  arrived  at  years  of  discretion  lie  adopted 
the  calling  to  which  he  had  been  bred,  and  is  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  raising  stock  althougii  he  also 
raises  considerable  grain  and  other  produce.  The 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  is  under  ad- 
mirable cultivation,  and  is  well  supplied  with  com- 
fortable and  commodious  buildings  and  every 
appliance  for  conducting  agriculture  to  the  best 
advantage. 

Mr.  Green  was  married  in  February  1866,  to 
Miss  Matilda  Johnson  of  AVooster,  Ohio,  and  they 
have  established  a  cozy  home  which  is  the  center 
of  that  true  hospitality,  that  welcomes  the  coming 
and  speeds  the  parting  guest.  They  have  one 
child — Helen  Blanche,  a  young  lady  of  twenty-two 
years,  wiio  resides  at  Canton. 

Mr.  Green  is  greatly  respected  in  this  township 
where  his  life  has  thus  far  been  passed,  and  his  ca- 
reer has  been  creditable  to  his  native  count}'.  He 
holds  the  office  of  School  Director  and  is  earnest  in 
his  effoits  to  forward  the  educational  interests  of 
this  locality.  He  seems  to  have  inherited  the  po- 
litical faith  of  his  forefathers,  and  is  a  strong  Dem- 
ocrat. 


J'nOHN  H.  ALDEN.  The  agriculturists  of 
Lee  Township  are  as  a  rule  possessed  of 
general  intelligence,  thorough  understanding 
of  tiieir  own  calling,  and  great  energy,  and 
they  therefore  rank  well  among  farmers  the  world 
over.  One  of  these  gentlemen  who  are  successfully 
pursuing  the  peaceful  occupation  of  tilling  the 
soil  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose  com- 
fortable estate  consists  of  eighty  acres  on  section 
18.  The  land  is  under  thorough  tillage,  bears  a  full 
line  of   adequate  improvements,    and    produces  a 


goodly  store  of  the  various  crops,  to  the  raising  of 
which  it  is  devoted. 

Mr.  Alden  is  the  second  son  and  fourth  child  of 
Smith  D.  and  Sarah  E.  (Runyan)  Alden,  and  was 
born  in  this  county,  October  25,  1842.  His  edu- 
cational privileges  were  limited  to  the  district 
schools  of  Lee  Township,  but  he  made  such  good 
use  of  his  advantages  as  to  acquire  a  fair  share  of 
practical  knowledge.  In  1863,  when  twenty-one 
years  old,  he  enlisted  in  Company  L,  Twelfth 
Illiuois  Cavalry,  remaining  with  the  regiment  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  lie  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  the  Red  River  and  many  other  heavy  en- 
gagements, and  bore  a  share  in  the  other  duties 
which  are  connected  with  a  soldier's  life.  June  20, 
1866,  he  was  discharged  at  Springfield,  and  return- 
ing to  his  father's  house,  again  gave  his  attention  to 
farm  work. 

Realizing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone.  Mr.  Alden  won  for  his  wife  Miss  Mary  A. 
Sweuey,  with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage 
December  17,  1868.  Mrs.  Alden  is  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Rebecca  (Leimebauch)  Swenoy,  and 
was  born  at  Galena,  December  17,  1850.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  whence 
they  came  to  this  county  in  1837,  locating  in  Lee 
Township.  Mrs.  Sweney  breathed  her  last  about 
1865,  but  Mr.  Sweney  is  still  living,  his  liome_now 
being  in  AVilson  County,  Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alden 
have  six  children — John  D.,  born  November  22, 
1869;  Laura  G.,  December  21,1871;  Charles  F.. 
July  6,  1874;  William  B.,  April  26,  1877;  Clyde 
G.,  February  26,  1880;  Elmer  T.,  August  19, 
1883. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Alden  located  on  the  land 
where  he  now  resides,  and  where  he  and  his  inter- 
esting family  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  good  home 
and  the  pleasures  of  a  charming  domestic  life. 
None  of  the  children  have  yet  left  the  home  fire- 
side, but  pursue  their  studies  and  the  occupations 
suited  to  their  years  under  the  eyes  of  parents  who 
are  devoted  to  their  interests.  Mr.  Alden  is  now 
Supervisor  of  the  Township,  and  School  Director, 
and  he  formerly  served  as  Township  Collector  and 
Constable.  He  is  a  member  of  the  societ}-  known  as 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  in  politics 
is  a  good  Republican. 
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The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  Empire 
State  and  the  mother  in  Rhoile  Island.  Their  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  in  New  York,  whither  they 
came  to  this  county  with  a  team  in  October,  1842. 
Tliey  made  llieir  home  on  section  5,  Lee  Township, 
but  after  sojourning  there  until  1851  removed  to 
section  8,  an<)  in  1859  made  another  removal, 
settling  on  section  18,  where  they  spent  the  balance 
of  their  lives.  The  father  closed  his  eyes  in  death 
March  9,  1870,  and  the  mother  in  August,  1887. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  (laughters  and  three 
sons. 


c-i^^jHOMAS  K.  FULTON  is  the  owner  and  oc- 
(f{^<\  eupant  of  a  well-developed  and  well-regu- 
\^J  lated  farm  on  section  32,  Orion  Township. 
The  estate  consists  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
fertile  acres  upon  which  the  improvements  have 
been  made  which  stamp  it  as  the  home  of  a  man  of 
enterprise,  good  judgment  and  a  lover  of  his  home. 
In  early  manhood  he  gave  the  strength  of  his  right 
arm  to  his  country's  cause,  winning  the  confidence 
of  his  superior  officers  in  his  patriotism  and  de- 
votion. By  all  who  love  their  country  he  is  honored 
for  his  soldier's  life,  while  his  good  citizenship  and 
manly  conduct  since  the  war  was  over  have  gained 
him  friends  in  the  home  which  he  had  made. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  fifth  in 
a  family  of  nine  children,  the  other  members  being 
Samuel,  Joseph  R..  William,  Mary  E.,  John,  Rob- 
ert D.,  Isabella  C.  and  James  C.  Their  parents 
were  John  and  Hannah  (McMillan)  Fulton.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  May 
8,  1843,  and  when  but  eighteen  years  old  entered 
the  Union  Army.  On  September  24,  1861,  his 
name  was  attached  to  tlie  muster  roll  of  Company 
A,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  under  Col. 
J.  B.  Howell. 

The  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Fust  Division, 
Tenth  Army  Corps,  until  the  spring  of  18()3.  tak- 
ing part  in  the  Peninsular  campaign  in  1862  from 
Williamsburg  to  Fair  Oaks,  White  Oak  Swamp, 
Malvern  Hill  and  Harrison's  Landing.  It  was  then 
attached  to  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  and    sent 


to  take  part  in  the  siege  of  Fts.  Wagner,  Sumter  and 
Gregg,  and  in  1864  to  the  siege  of  Petersburg. 
Mr.  Fulton  participated  in  twenty-eight  battles, 
being  one  of  the  fortunate  number  who  passed 
through  the  trying  scenes  unscathed.  He  was  dis- 
charged at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  after  having  served  three 
j'ears  and  two  months. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Fulton  c-une  to  the  Prairie 
State,  locating  in  this  count3'  where  he  has  built  up 
his  reputation  as  a  worthy  farmer  and  citizen.  He 
is  a  prominent  Republican,  being  in  full  accord 
with  the  policies  and  princiiiles  of  his  party  and 
exerting  all  his  influence  for  their  success.  On 
October  18,  1865,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Cyreua  Swan,  daughter  of  William  and  Jane 
(Allison)  Swan,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
respectively.  Mrs.  Fulton  has  looked  well  to  the 
ways  of  her  household  since  the  day  she  became 
his  bride.  The  union  has  been  blessed  l)y  the  birth 
of  two  children — Frank  11.,  born  February  18, 
1869,  and  now  living  in  Peoria,  having  married 
Heiress  Baker,  and  Myrtle  B.,  born  January  28, 
1872,  who  is  still  with  her  parents. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  the  reader  will 
notice  a  view  of  the  farm  of  Mr.  Fulton,  with  its 
principal  buildings. 


<^/    R.   HOWARD,   M.  D.     In  London.  Eng- 
(@A-'|     land,   March    19,  1851,  the  gentleman   of 
j    ii-    whom  this  sketch  is  written  was  born.   His 
(^  father,  P.  P.  Howard,  and  his  mother,  who 

previous  to  her  marriage  was  Miss  Doroth}-  Carter, 
possess  great  talent  and  social  culture.  In  the  pa- 
ternal line  our  subject's  kinsmen  have  all  held  high 
positions  in  the  communities  where  they  have  re- 
sided, being  Members  of  Parliament,  theologians 
and  physicians. 

Peter  Theodore  Howard,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  and  also 
served  as  a  Member  of  Parliament  for  twelve  years; 
an  uncle,  Matthew  M.  Howard,  was  also  a  Member 
of  Parliament  for  a  number  of  terms.  An  exhaus- 
tive family  tree  in  possession  of  this  family  show 
their  connection  with  many  of  the  noted  names  of 
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England.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a  high  official  in  the  British  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  on  two  occasions  was 
threatened  with  hanging  by  American  citizens. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1803  and 
is  still  living  and  owns  large  estates  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Canada.  To  him  and  Ills  wife  were  liorn 
live  children,  namely:  Josephine,  who  lives  in  Eng- 
land; Leonora  Annetta;  our  subject:  Eugene  Elgin 
and  Sarah  Isabella.  The  latter  is  by  marriage  a 
cousin  of  the  Rev.  T.  DeWitt  Talniage  and  resides 
in  Paris.     Eugene  E.  is  a  namesake  of  Lord  Elgin. 

The  second  daughter  in  this  family,  Leonora, 
studied  medicine  in  Ontario,  was  graduated  in  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  went  to  China  as  a  pliysician  and 
surgeon  under  the  auspices  of  the  IMethodist  E|)is- 
copal  Churcii  of  America.  In  connection  witii  her 
medical  and  surgery  work  she  also  devoted  much 
time  to  missionary  labor.  Her  name  is  known  the 
world  over.  After  about  five  years  spent  in  China 
she  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  King, 
of  Dundee,  Scotland,  who  stands  in  the  same  rela- 
tion to  the  church  in  Scotland  as  the  Rev.  Henry 
Ward  Beecher  occupied  in  America,  or  Mr.  Spur- 
geon  in  England. 

Even  after  lier  marriage  Dr.  Howard  King,  as 
she  is  now  called,  continued  year  after  jear  to  add 
to  her  fame.  She  cured  the  Viceroy's  wife  of  dis- 
ease after  all  native  physicians  had  failed.  This 
Viceroy  is  tlie  noted  Li  Hung  Chang,  who  is  in 
favor  with  the  white  people  ai\d  holds  the  Emperor 
in  check  when  occasion  demands.  In  token  of  their 
gratitude  Li  Hung  Chang  and  his  wife  built  a  med- 
ical college  and  hospital  for  Mrs.  Dr.  King.  She 
is  the  physician  of  the  aristocracy  of  Ciiina  and  be- 
ing a  well-known  philanthropist,  figures  as  such  in 
the  social  and  religious  affairs  in  every  part  of  the 
civilized  world. 

When  our  subject  was  about  two  years  old  Lhc 
family  removed  to  Toronto,  Canada,  but  after  so- 
journing there  two  or  three  years,  returned  to 
England,  whore  Dr.  Howard  received  his  education 
under  a  preceptor,  as  is  customary  among  the  bet- 
ter classes  of  people  in  England.  When  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age  he  once  more  accompanied  the 
family  to  America,  settling  in  Toronto,  Canada, 
where  he  attended  Prof.  William  Robbins'  Normal 


School  one  and  one-half  years.  He  studied  medi- 
cine under  his  noted  uncle.  Dr.  William  Wilkie 
Howard,  and  also  took  one  course  of  lectures  at 
Queens  Medical  College,  Kingston,  Canada.'  He 
left  home  when  a  mere  youth  in  a  boyish  fit  of 
anger  and  has  never  attempted  a  reconciliation  with 
his  relatives,  his  knowledge  of  the  family  being 
therefore  very  limited. 

At  the  time  of  the  completion  of  his  medical 
studies  Dr.  Howanl  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age 
and  for  a  time  lived  in  Chicago  and  later  took  three 
courses  of  lectui'es  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  was 
thoroughly  posted  in  his  profession  when  he  came 
to  Canton  and  such  is  his  popularity  that  while  he 
began  in  poverty  he  has  without  receiving  aid  from 
friends  or  relatives  made  a  comfortable  "fortune  for 
himself.  In  all  his  efforts  he  has  received  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  his  wife,  who  was  prior  to 
her  marriage  Miss  Viola  Beever.  She  is  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  the  Doc- 
tor in  Galesburg,  III.  Dr.  Howard  is  a  conscien- 
tious worker  and  is  greatly  respected  throughout 
the  county.  His  success  has  been  phenomenal  and 
he  has  effected  several  marvelous  cures,  but  mod- 
estly says  that  "so  far  as  curing  people  goes,  no 
doctor  can  say  'we  give  thcin  medicine  and  they 
get  well.'  " 

The  Doctor  has  a  comfortable  homo  in  Canton, 
and  a  view  of  this  with  the  lawn  and  other  ple.isant 
surroundings  appiars  in  this  volume. 


-^=^=^5= 


^5^  EWELL  PALMER  WOOD  is  a  bright  and 
^!^^  talented  young  writer,  wlio  is  making  of 
1(\/1))  the  Farmington  Bugle  a  wide-awake  and 
well  managed  newspaper.  He  was  born  at 
Elmwood,  Peoria  County,  February  17,  1861.  His 
father,  AVilliam  II.  Wood,  a  well-known  resident  of 
Farmington  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
fifty-nine  years  ago.  He  has  worked  at  various 
trades,  being  emi)loyed  at  different  times  as  sawyer, 
engineer,  and  for  seventeen  years  he  was  superinten- 
dent of  the  Phelps  farm  at  KImwood.  At  present  he 
is  superintendent  of  the  Mound  Nursery  at  Farming- 
ton.  In  earlv  manhood  he  married  Hester  Ann  Pros- 
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sor,  a  native  of  Richland  Cohnty,  Ohio.  He  came  to 
Fannington,  December  25,  1853,  when  he  was  but 
eighteen  years  of  age.  His  wife  liad  come  to  Elm- 
wood  Township  with  her  patents  when  she  was  but 
two  years  old.  In  young  womanhood  she  came  to 
Farmington  where  she  worked  as  a  dressmaker  and 
tailoress  and  there  met  Mr.  Wood  and  was  married 
to  him  in  Elmwood  in  1857. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  living  child  of  his  par- 
ents. He  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  one  of  tiie 
early  families  of  the  Mohawk  Valley,  N.  Y.  His 
early  life  was  spent  at  Elmwood,  where  he  laid  the 
basis  of  a  sound  education  in  tlie  public  schools. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  engaged  as  an  appren- 
tice to  R.  II.  Jliller.  editor  of  the  Elmwood  Ga- 
zette. Thirteen  months  after,  Mr.  Miller  gave  up 
the  paper  and  the  Gazette  was  given  into  the  charge 
of  our  subject  when  he  was  but  nineteen  years  old, 
and,  though  so  young,  he  displayed  marked  ability 
in  its  management,  and  conducted  it  very  success- 
fully  for  two  and  one-half  years.  After  that  he 
made  a  brief  visit  of  one  month  to  Dakota,  where 
for  a  short  time  he  had  charge  of  a  paper.  He  re- 
turned to  Farmington  in  October,  1883,  and  then 
purchased  the  Farmington  Bugle,  whicli  had  been 
established  by  Capt.  J.  I.  Wilson  in  1880.  Being 
a  j'oung  man  of  great  energy,  ability  and  tenac- 
ity of  purpose,  our  subject  has  made  a  decided 
success  of  the  Bugle,  having  within  the  past  six 
Vears  increased  its  list  of  subscribers  from  four 
liundred  and  eighty,  to  eight  hundred,  and  has  en- 
larged the  paper  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  read- 
ing public.  Since  purchasing  he  has  withstood  the 
competition  of  two  other  newspapers  at  Farming- 
ton,  and  now  has  sole  possession  of  the  field. 

Mr.  Wood  has  a  comfortable,  well-furnished  res- 
idence in  the  north  part  of  the  village.  To  the 
lady  who  presides  over  this  attractive  home  he  was 
married  in  the  month  of  October,  1887.  Mrs. 
Wood  was  Lura  Lobaugli,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Lobaugh  of  whom  see  sketch  in  this  Bio- 
GKAPHICAL  Album.  She  is  a  lady  of  marked  re- 
finement and  culture.  She  was  born  in  Elmwood 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  her  education  at  the 
Elmwood  High  School  of  which  she  is  a  graduate, 
and  she  subsequently  spent  a  year  each  in  the  Iowa 
College  at  Grinnell,  and  at  Kuox  College  at  Gales- 


burg.  She  and  her  husband  have  two  children, 
both  boys,  Mr.  Wood  is  very  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  as  a  member  of  Memento 
Lodge  No.  44,  of  which  he  is  at  present  Secretary, 
and  he  has  held  various  other  offices  in  the  order 
ever  since  his  connection  with  it.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Patriarch  Militant.  As  the  editor 
of  a  good  newspaper  he  wields  marked  influence  in 
the  public  and  political  life  of  his  community.  He 
is  a  stanch  Republican  but  the  tenor  of  the  Bugle 
is  independent  as  regards  political  matters. 


E TER  DAILY,  a  retired  builder  and  capi- 
talist, one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  this 
county,  has  done  as  much  or  more  than  any 
other  man  to  promote  the  growth  and  ma- 
terial prosperity  of  Canton.  He  was  born  in  the 
count}'  of  Meat'i,  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin.  Ire- 
land, June  6,  1830,  the  eleventh  child  of  Garrett 
and  Frances  (Flood)  Dail^'.  His  father  was  a  mod- 
est farmer  and  in  1850,  emigrated  to  this  country 
with  his  family,  landing  at  New  York  City.  He 
located  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  and  tliere  died 
in  1853.  In  1856  the  mother  and  the  rest  of  the 
family  came  to  Fulton  County,  and  here  she  passed 
the  remainder  of  her  life,  dying  in  1879,  quite  ad- 
I    vanced  in  ^ears. 

Peter    Daily  received  most  of  iiis  education  in 
I    his  native  country.     After  his  arrival  in  the  United 
I   States,  he  went  to  work  on  a  farm   in  New  Jersey, 
j   and  on  coming  to  Fulton  County,   he  learned   the 
trade  of  a  bricklayer   and   plasterer.     For  a  short 
j   time  he  engaged  in  the  saloon   business,   but  soon 
abandoned  that  and  began  building  houses,  he  hav- 
ing prudently  saved  his  money  and  acquired  a  good 
1   capital.     He  bought  land  and  lots  which  increased 
in  value  and  he  built  fifty-eight  houses,  and   was 
one  of  the  most  extensive  builders  in   Canton,  or 
this  part  of  the  county.     Fifteen  or  twenty  of  the 
buildings  he  put   up  were  dwellings,  from  who.se 
rental  he  derives  a  handsome  income.     He  erected 
the  Canton  Opera  House,  the  first  in  the  place.     He 
has  a  fine  farm  within   the  corporate    limits  of  the 
cit}'.     He  lias  a   handsome  residence  on  Pleasant 
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Street,  and  the  neat,  well-laid  out  grounds  with  the 
pretty  fountain,  shrubbery  and  flowers,  add  to  the 
beauty  of  home  attractions.  He  owns  much  other 
valuable  properly  and  has  all  his  money  judiciously 
invested  so  as  to  insure  him  good  returns. 

Our  sul)jeet  has  betn  twice  married.  Ills  first 
marriage  was  with  Ann  McGinnis,  and  was  con- 
tracted in  New  Jersey  in  1854.  She  died  in  this 
county  in  1868,  leaving  two  children — Joseph  and 
Garrett.  He  married  his  second  wife,  Johanna 
McMahon,  in  1872.  She  is  a  native  of  this  county 
and  a  daughter  of  Michael  McMahon.  Her  union 
with  our  subject  has  been  productive  of  five  chil- 
dren :  lilizabeth,  Agnes,  Fred,  Anna  and  Lillie. 

Mr.  Daily's  career  as  a  business  man  has  been 
markfd  by  honest  and  fair  dealings,  and  his  name 
is  honored  in  financial  circles.  He  is  zealous  in 
promoting  the  religious  interests  of  the  community, 
where  he  has  dwelt  so  long,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizens  of  the  church  here  and 
was  a  liljeral  contributor  towards  the  erection  of 
the  present  magnificent  brick  building  in  which  that 
society  now  worships,  presided  over  b}' Father  Fall- 
iliee.  In  liis  political  views  he  is  a  decided  Demo- 
crat. 


AHLON  T.  MOAVERY.  Among  the  prom- 
\\\  inent  and  successful  business  men  ranks 
li^  Mahlon  T.  Mowery,  the  subject  of  the 
piesent  sketch.  His  father,  Jacob  Mowery, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  being  of  Dutch  de- 
scent; and  the  mother,  Mary  Jane  (Henderson) 
Mowery,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  belonged  to  an  old 
and  honored  Scotch-Irish  family.  The  father  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  later  in  life  was  a  lumber 
dealer,  and  also  devoted  much  attention  to  culti- 
vating the  soil.  He  moved  to  Illinois  while  still  a 
young  man,  settling  in  Fulton  County,  and  was 
there  married,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until 
his  death  in  1885,  and  tiie  mother,  who  is  sixty-five 
years  of  age.  makes  Putraan  Township  her  home. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now   living,  viz:  Eliz- 


abeth, Mrs.  Alf  McBroom,  of  Canton;  America, 
widow  of  J.  M.  Thomas,  who  lives  in  Cuba;  Mahlon 
T.;  Judah  C,  the  ivife  of  P.  W.Gallagher,  an 
attornej'  at  Canton. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  2,  1855,  on  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  His  education 
was  received  in  Cuba,  and  immediately  after  finish- 
ing school  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and 
has  always  lived  in  this  place.  In  November,  1879, 
he  married  Miss  Emma  C.  Seiver,  daughter  of  Noah 
Seiver,  of  Lewistown,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in 
Fulton  County.  Mrs.  Mowery  was  born  August  2, 
1868.  in  Fulton  County.  She  received  an  excellent 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  her  native  place, 
and  is  a  skilled  musician,  being  equally  proficient  in 
vocal  and  instrumental  music.  [Shortly  after  their 
marriage  Mr.  Mowery  took  control  of  the  home 
farm.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  viz: 
Mabel  F.,  who  is  nine  years  old  ;  and  Charles  Jacob, 
a  lad  of  seven  years.  Both  children  attend  tlie 
district  school  at  Cuba,  and  are  making  rapid 
progress  in  their  studies. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  is  a 
popular  business  man,  and  takes  a  lively  interest 
in  all  political  issues,  and  devotes  his  energy 
to  the  advancement  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Mr.  Mowery's  time  and  attention  are  devoted 
to  the  successful  cultivation  of  his  estate,  which 
comprises  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres 
of  valuable  land,  and  lies  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Cuba.  He  has  a  handsome  brick  residence 
which  was  built  in  1880.  In  that  year  the  house 
which  had  previously  stood  on  the  same  spot,  was 
burned  to  the  ground.  In  addition  to  this  property 
Mr.  Mowery  owns  ten  acres  of  land  in  Putman 
Township,  and  a  half-interest  in  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  sections  7  and  8,  Cass  Township.  And 
also  a  half  interest  in  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
acres  of  section  18,  in  Cass  Township.  This  prop- 
erty is  well  improved,  and  the  rent  from  same  yields 
a  handsome  income. 

Our  subject  is  a  wide-awake  energetic  man,  and 
one  who  by  strict  integrity  and  good  judgment  has 
succeeded  in  a  marked  degree  in  the  commercial 
world.  He  is  interested  in  all  worthy  matters  that 
affect  the  public  welfare  of  the  community  in  which 
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he  resides,  and  is  at  all  times  a  willing  contributor 
to  clmrches,  schools,  and  other  public  causes.  He 
has  many  friends  and  leads  a  happy  life,  surrounded 
by  a  loving  family,  numerous  friends,  and  all  the 
comforts  which  wealth  can  secure. 


¥   gentleman  is 
^   ^      his   farm  co 


^\  jl^ILLIAM  H.  KETCHAM.  Thebomeof  tliis 
is  on  section  12,  Lee  Township, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  all  under  cultivation  or  in  pasture,  and 
devoted  to  general  farming.  Nearly  the  entire 
acreage  was  cleared  by  Mr.  Ketcham  or  men  whom 
he  hired  for  the  purpose.  It  bears  good  buildings, 
adequate  fences,  and  the  usual  amount  of  fruit,  and 
is  further  supplied  with  all  the  machinery  needed  in 
carrying  on  the  farm  labor.  The  owner  is  num- 
bered among  the  oldest  settlers  in  the  township  and 
is  well-known  throughout  the  <:ounty. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  York,  May  14,  1825, 
and  his  parents,  Hiram  and  Nancy  M.  (Austin) 
Ketcham,  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Empire  State, 
The  family  removed  to  this  county  about  1849, 
having  previousl^^  spent  a  year  or  two  in  Peoria. 
The  father  was  called  hence  about  1866,  and  the 
mother  about  1860.  The  son  had  received  iiis  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  State, 
and  in  1 850  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter, 
at  Havana,  Mason  Count}'.  After  working  there  a 
year  he  located  at  Babylon,  this  county,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  a  twelvemonth,  after  which  he 
took  up  his  residence  with  his  father  on  section  12, 
Deerfield  Township.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage,  November  14,  1861,  when  he 
established  his  own  home. 

The  excellent  woman  whom  Mr.  Ketcham  had 
won  for  his  wife  was  Julia  Ann,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Maria  Wagner.  She  was  boru  January  25, 
1835.  and  died  January  30,  1868,  after  a  brief  but 
happy  wedded  life.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
children,one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivor, 
Maria  C,  was  born  May  11,  1863,  married  John 
Worden  and  lives  in  Prairie  City  Township,  McDon- 
ough  Count}',  on  a  farm  of  their  own.  Our  subject 
contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance  Marcli  15, 


1874,  being  at  that  time  united  with  Mrs.  Catherine 
(Shaffer)  Ackley,  who  was  the  mother  of  three 
children,  as  follows:  Alice  A.,  Ella  V.  and  AVill- 
iam  G.  This  lady  was  born  on  the  29th  of  June, 
1838,  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  to  Peter  and  Reg- 
ina  (Myers)  Shaffer,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mrs.  Shaffer  passed  away  in  1888;  Mr.  Shaf- 
ffor  is  still  living,  being  an  inmate  of  the  home  of  our 
subject.  The  second  union  of  Mr.  Ketcham  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birtli  of  one  son,  John  Henry, 
whose  natal  day  was  August  6.  1875,  and  who  re- 
sides with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Ketcham  takes  no  active  i)art  in  political 
affairs,  but  is  a  Democrat  in  his  l)elief.  He  has 
served  as  Pathmaster  two  years,  as  School  Director 
one  year,  and  was  solicited  to  act  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  declined.  He  is  one  of  the  men  to  whose 
efforts  was  due  the  building  of  a  sawmill  at  Babj'- 
lon.  A  reliable,  steady-going  citizen,  an  industrious 
farmer  and  a  good  neighbor,  he  is  looked  upon 
with  due  respect,  and  his  wife  has  also  many 
friends. 


ICHARD  E.  GRIFFITH,  Postmaster  of 
Lewistown,  lias  long  been  closely  connected 
with  the  business  interests  of  the  citj'  and 
county  and  is  numbered  among  the  foremost 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  born  in  Peru,  January  28,  1853,  and  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Margaret  (McClaren)  Griffith.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of  much  learning 
and  was  a  pioneer  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Peru,  where  he  died  in  1853.  The  mother  sulise- 
quently  married  Thomas  Bowen,  who  established  a 
wagon  shop  in  Lewistown,  this  county,  and  carried 
on  business  as  a  wheelwright  here  until  his  death 
in  1872.     The  mother  passed  away  in  1865. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  a  substantial  edu- 
cation in  the  city  schools  and  when  but  a  boy  com- 
menced to  work  with  his  step-father  and  learned  of 
him  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker.  After  thelatter's 
death  he  and  his  brother  C.  V.  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness and  carried  it  on  until  1880  and  then  began 
to  deal  in  agricultural  implements,  and  also  dealt 
in  railroad  tics,  etc.     Mr.  Griffith  continued  in  that 
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liu>iness  until  his  appointment  as  Postmaster  in 
IMbl),  a  position  for  which  lie  is  amply  qt<aliliefl  in 
every  respect  and  vvliose  duties  he  is  discliarginji: 
very  satisfactorily. 

December  31,  1876,  the  marriage  of  our  suhject 
willi  Aliss  CalistaE.  Guernsey  was  duly  solemnized. 
Siie  was  born  in  Illinois,  in  Lee  Township,  this 
county.  They  have  here  a  very  pleasant  home  and 
the  gracious  cordiality  of  the  hostess  and  the  cour- 
teous hospitality  of  the  host  often  attract  to  it 
friends  from  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

In  his  career  as  a  man  of  business  and  a  civic 
olllcial,  our  subject  has  displayed  an  excellent  ca- 
pacity for  the  management  of  affairs  with  tact, 
promptness  and  discretion,  and  the  possession  of 
these  qualities  pointed  to  him  as  a  man  well  fitted 
fur  the  responsibilities  of  the  federal  position  he  is 
so  ably  filling.  He  has  always  been  a  Republican 
and  hiis  given  his  party  his  most  earnest  support. 
He  has  served  eight  years  as  Deputy  Sheriff  and 
for  two  years  was  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 
He  was  identified  with  that  honorable  body  at  the 
time  the  water-works  were  i)rojected,and  as  a  mem- 
\)er  of  the  water-works  committee  was  very  active 
in  securing  their  establishment.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  and  of  streets 
and  alleys,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
police  and  fire.  He  has  served  as  delegate  to  nu- 
merous county.  Senatorial  and  Congressional  con- 
ventions, and  his  wise  counsels  are  valued  by  his 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  Lewistown  Camp,  No. 
•2-2S,  M.  W.  A. 


|<^ 


p^EV.    JOHN   W.  JOHNSON.     It   has    been 
Uf-      said  : 


n 


d  by  a  famous  poet,  "The  evil  that  men 
^  \\\  do  lives  after  them;  the  good  is  oft  interred 
"*  with  their  bones."  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
liiographical  writer  to  change  this  order,  which  is, 
alas,  too  true  in  many  cases,  and  to  [lerpetuate  the 
good  deeds  and  worthy  efforts  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county.  AVe  are  therefore  glad  to  be  able  to  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  the  simple  facts  regarding  the 
gentleman  above  named,  whose  home  is  on  a  beau- 
tiful farm  in  Banner  Township. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  sou  of  Abraliam  and 
M.irtha  (Ciawford)  Johnson,  respected  citizens  of 
Virginia,  who  are  now  represented  by  five  living 
children.  Rebecca  married  Mathew  McMillan  and 
lives  in  Ohio;  Robert  is  married  and  living  in  Indi- 
ana, so  likewise  is  William;  Anthony  M.,  a  twin  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married  Miss  Pric(!  and 
has  live  daughters,  his  homo  being  in  Marsliall 
County,  W.  Va. 

The  eyes  of  our  suhject  opened  to  the  light  of 
day  November  24,  1837,  in  INIarshall  County, 
W.  Va.  (then  Virginia).  He  w.as  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  a  district-school  education.  March 
4,  1857,  he  arrived  in  this  county,  where  he  began 
work  on  a  faim  in  Buckhcart  Township,  laboring 
by  the  month  about  three  years.  He  finally  became 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Banner  Township,  which  he  has  improved 
with  fine  buildings,  including  all  that  is  needful 
to  the  successful  prcsccution  of  agriculture  and  the 
convenience  of  the  household.  The  land  is  thor- 
oughly tilled  and  made  to  yield  abundantly  of  va- 
rious fruits  of  the  earth. 

In  1880  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  received  Elder's 
orders  and  was  ordained  to  preach  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  He  has  done  all  that  in  him  lay 
to  build  up  the  cause  of  Christianity,  to  win  souls 
to  Christ  and  keep  those  who  have  entered  the 
straight  and  narrow  path  from  going  astr.aj'.  Be- 
lieving that  the  hope  of  the  church,  as  of  the  coun- 
try, lies  in  the  children  ,lie  is  especially  eng,aged  in 
Sunday-school  work  in  the  county  and  having  now 
only  local  orders,  is  able  to  give  much  attention  to 
that  department  of  Christian  labor.  His  fellow- 
citizens  in  Banner  Township  have  elected  him  Su- 
pervisor six  terms  and  bestowed  upon  him  the 
position  of  School  Director  during  a  period  of 
proljably  twenty  years;  he  is  at  present  School 
Trustee.  His  political  faith  is  fixed  on  the  policy 
of  the  Re|)ublican  party.  His  character  is  one  of 
such  purity  and  earnestness  that  he  is  beloved  by 
all  who  associate  with  him. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  was  happily  married,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  18G0,  to  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Johnson,  a  resident  of  this  county  and  formerly 
a  citizen  of  Washington  County,  Pa.  Mrs.  John- 
son is  of  German  descent,  is  a  devoted   wife  ,and 
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mother,  a  true  home -keeper  and  an  excellent  neigh- 
bor. Her  union  has  been  blessed  by  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living.  Patience  E.  was  born 
December  12,  1861,  was  married  November  15, 
1887,  to  Edgar  P.  Pool  and  lives  in  Canton;  Edgar 
A.,  born  February  11,  1867,  is  unmarried,  resides 
witii  his  parents  and  is  now  attending  the  Canton 
Commercial  College. 


■^  OHN  M.  LANGSTON  is  a  leading  citizen  in 
Siimmum,  where  he  holds  the  position  of 
Postmaster  and  is  engaged  in  business  as 
an  undertaker  and  furniture  dealer.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  this  State  born  in  Sangamon 
County,  December  19,  1833,  and  he  comes  of  pio- 
neer stock  that  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Illinois. 

Jaconiah  Langston,  the  father  of  subject  w.as 
born  in  Tennessee  in  1810.  His  father,  bearing  the 
same  name  as  himself,  was  born  in  1767  but  just 
where  is  not  known.  He  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War  but  it  is  not  known  in  what  capacity.  At 
one  time  he  was  captured  by  the  Tories  who  hanged 
him  to  a  tree  and  left  him  for  a  short  time.  He 
was  soon  cut  down  by  some  friends  and  was  re- 
vived. He  was  a  farmer  in  Tennessee  and  later 
became  an  early  settler  of  Kentucky  where  he  lived 
some  time.  About  1825  lie  came  to  this  State  and 
located  among  the  very  first  settlers  of  Sangamon 
County.  Tliere  his  life  was  rounded  out  on  a  farm 
in  1852  at  eighty-five  years  of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  mostly  reared  in 
Sangamon  County,  he  having  been  but  a  boy  wiien 
his  parents  took  up  their  residence  there.  He  was 
married  there  at  the  youthful  age  of  eighteen 
years,  taking  as  his  wife  Mary  Martin,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1809.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  ^lartin  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  Ohio.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
came  to  Illinois  at  a  very  early  day  of  its  settle- 
ment and  located  in  that  part  of  Sangamon  County 
now  known  as  Logan  County,  where  he  died  on  a 
farm  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.     He  was  a  volun- 


teer soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  in  the 
surrender  of  Hull.  The  maternal  great  grand-par- 
ents of  subject  came  to  America  from  German}', 
and  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English. 

Jaconiah  Langston,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
farmed  in  Sangamon  till  1842, when  he  came  to  this 
county,  took  up  his  residence  in  Vermont  Town- 
ship, studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  had  quite  a  large  office  business  in  shape  of 
counsel,  but  seldom  practiced  in  the  courts  and 
then  only  before  Justices  of  the  Peace.  His  whole 
career  marked  him  as  a  man  of  honor  and  unswerv- 
ing integrity,  and  in  him  the  Christian  Church 
found  one  of  its  most  faithful  mcraliers.  Politic- 
ally he  was  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  Whig  party. 
After  his  death,  his  widow  moved  to  Johnson 
County,  Mo.,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  eight  grew  to  maturity,  namely  :  Savilla, 
John  M.,  James,  Asa,  Rachael,  Anna,  William  and 
Nancy. 

The  gentleman  of  wh(>m  this  sketch  is  written 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Logan  County  till  he  was 
nine  years  old.  He  then  came  to  "\'crmont,  in  this 
county,  with  his  parents,  where  the  remaining  years 
of  his  boyiiood  were  passed.  His  education  was 
conducted  in  the  primitive  log  schoolliouses  with 
slab  benches,  open  fire-place,  etc.  From  the  time 
he  was  large  enough  till  the  yeai  1852,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  driving  a  team.  After  that  he  gave  his 
attention  to  farming  eight  years.  In  1859  our  sub- 
ject crossed  the  plains  with  an  ox-team  in  searcli  of 
gold  in  California,  and  was  five  montlis  on  the 
way.  After  his  arrival  in  that  State  he  worked  in 
placer  mines  ten  months  and  then  with  the  money 
thus  procured  he  returned  home  b}'  water.  In 
1861  he  again  crossed  the  plains  to  the  Golden 
Slate,  and  engaged  in  teaming  and  gardening  till 
1863  and  then  came  back  to  Illinois  bj'  stage. 

Our  subject  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war.  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1865,  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a  member 
of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  His  regiment  was  sent  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  thence  to  Dalton,  Ga.,  where  it  did 
guard  duty  until  April  30,  1865.  Our  subject  and 
his  fellow  soldiers  went  to  Resaea,  Ga.,  after 
that  and  then  made  their  way  to   Kingslun  in  the 
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same  State  and  to  other  large  towns.  Mr.  Lang- 
s-ton  finally  went  to  Geneva,  Ga.,  where  he  and  his 
regiment  were  detailed  on  detached  service  till 
January  24,  1866,  when  thej'  were  mustered  out  at 
Columbus,  Ga. 

After  his  return  from  the  seat  of  war,  our  sub- 
ject followed  carpentering  until  a  year  ago.  In 
ISOy  he  removed  to  Summum,  and  in  1885  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  business  here  as  an  undertaker. 
One  year  later  he  put  in  a  stock  of  furniture  and  he 
also  keeps  wall  paper,  window  glass  and  some  no- 
tions. He  is  conducting  an  excellent  business  after 
the  best  methods  and  is  making  money.  He  has  a 
neat  and  well-fitted  up  establishment,  and  his 
patrons  know  well  that  whatever  he  furnishes  them 
is  of  the  best  in  all  respects. 

Mr.  Langston  and  Miss  Martha  Shields  were 
mairicd  February  11.  1867,  and  to  them  have 
come  three  children  :  Marietta,  Meritt,  and  Charles 
H.  Mrs.  Langston  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born 
in  Woodland  Township,  May  12,  1839.  She  and 
lier  husband  have  a  home  that  is  well  furnished 
and  attractive  and  its  hospilality  is  noted  among 
their  numerous  friends.  Mr.  Langston  is  a  stal- 
wart among  the  Republicans  of  this  vicinity.  He 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Summum,  August  20, 
1889,  and  is  found  to  be  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.  He  is  courteous,  gentlemanly  and 
considerate  in  his  dealings  with  all,  and  is  among 
our  best  citizens. 


\T^  NOCH  J.  PARRY,  son  of  an  old  pioneer  of 
1%  this  county,  has  for  many  years  aided  in 
H' — ^  carrying  on  its  agriculture.  He  has  a  good 
farm  on  section  27,  Astoria  Township,  which  is 
under  admirable  tillage,  and  is  well  provided  with 
substantial  buildings  and  all  needful  appliances  for 
carrying  on  farming  to  the  best  advantage. 

Mr.  Parry  was  born  in  Ohio,  December  19,  1832, 
is  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Rebecca  (Engle)  Parry.  The 
Engles  were  of  Irish  extraction.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Llewellyn  Parry, who 
was  born  near  Manchester,  Va.  He  married  Deborah 
Barrett  and  they  reared   the  following  seven  chil- 


dren :  Sidney,  Margaret,  Hannah,  Caleb,  .lohn, 
Thomas  and  Stephen,  all  of  whom  married  and  lip.d 
families  excepting  Margaret.  They  were  of  the 
Quaker  faith.  Llewellyn  Parry  was  a  grandson  of 
another  Llewellyn  Parry,  who,  with  two  brothers. 
John  and  William,  came  from  Wales  about  1672, 
and  settled  in  Virginia.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  li!id  two  brothers,  Stephen  and  Roland.  He 
removed  to  Ohio  in  1806.  with  his  wife  and  three 
children,  making  the  journey  on  horseback,  and 
settled  in  Harrison  County,  where  he  and  his  wife 
both  died,  his  death  occurring  the  following  year. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  February  8, 
1  784,in  Virginia.  In  early  manhood  he  went  to  Ohio 
and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
and  afterward  returned  and  took  his  parents  to 
that  State.  He  mtide  the  journey  on  foot  to  and 
from  his  old  home  several  times  building  his  resid- 
ence in  Ohio,  crossing  the  mountains  seventeen 
times,  and  on  one  trip  he  averaged  fifty  miles  a 
day.  He  was  strong  stalwart  man  of  a  powerful 
physique,  and  bj' hard  labor  accumulated  a  compe- 
tence. He  moved  from  Harrison  County  to  Tus- 
carawas County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  came  to 
Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1835.  He  first  located  in 
Sangamon  County,  but  in  the  spring  of  1836  re- 
moved to  this  count}-,  and  was  an  early  settler  of 
Astoria  Township.  He  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  27,  and  made  his 
home  thereon  till  1850,  when  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  northern  part  of  the  township.  He 
lived  there  six  years  and  then  he  and  Amos  Quillan 
bought  three  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  land  on 
section  27.  He  sold  his  interest  in  that  place  be- 
fore his  death,  and  during  the  last  eight  years  of 
his  life  lived  with  our  subject,  djdng  January  29, 
1860.  His  wife  w.as  born  December  20,  1793  and 
died  November  20,  1886.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Nancy  Engle,  who  went  to  Ohio  from 
Virginia,  and  were  early  pioneers  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  Mr.  Engle  died  in  Ohio  and  his  widow  in 
Sangamon  County,  this  State.  Their  children  were 
Michael,  Levi,  William,  Isaac,  Peggie,  Pollie.  Ellen 
and  Rebecca. 

The  following  is  recorded  of  the  children  of  the 
parents  of  our  subject.  Thomas  was  born  January 
19,1812;    Llewellyn,  April   15,   1813;    Benjamin, 
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December  26,  1814;  Mary,  December  8,  1816; 
John,  September  19.  1818;  Hannah,  November  27, 
1820;  AVilliam,  Juno  16,  1822;  Nancy  A.,  October 
17,  1824;  Rlieuam.  March  29,  1828;  Rebecca,  May 
20,  1830;  Enoch  J..  December  19,  1832.  All  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  reareil  families, 
except  Thomas  and  Rebecca,  and  seven  are  still 
livinoj.  The  mother  of  subject  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  seventy-six  years. 
She  was  a  woman  of  strong  constitution  and  was 
active  up  to  within  six  months  of  her  death  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years  eleven  months 
and  fourteen  days. 

liiioch  Parrj'  was  reared  on  a  fai  m  .itid  received 
the  basis  of  his  education  in  the  primitive  log 
scboolhouse  of  pioneer  limes  with  its  puncheon 
floors,  greased  paper  windows  and  mud  and  slick 
chiranci'S.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  entered 
IIed<ling  College,  and  for  three  months  diligently 
pursued  an  excellent  course  of  study  in  that  institu- 
tion of  learning.  He  was  thus  well  qualified  to 
teach,  and  for  thirteen  winter  seasons  was  engaged 
in  that  profession.  At  tlic  age  of  nineteen  he  began 
Ids  career  as  a  farmer  by  renting  land.  When  he 
w.as  twenty-two  years  old  he^iought  his  first  farm 
of  seventy  acres.  In  1863  he  sold  that  and  Itought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Sehu^'ler 
County.  He  afterward  disposed  of  that  at  a  good 
price  and  in  18G5.  purchased  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres  on  section  27,  Astoria  Township,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  has  been  a  useful  citizen  in 
this  township,  and  for  six  terms  served  as  Assessor. 
He  cast  his  first  vole  for  Fremont  and  has  not 
missed  an  opportunity  since  then  to  exercise  his 
privilege  of  suffrage.  He  is  a  man  of  sincere 
religious  views  and  since  he  was  nineteen  3-ears  old 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  which  his  wife  has  also  belonged 
the  past  twenty  years,  and  she  is  an  earnest  worker 
within  its  fold. 

January  14,  1858,  was  the  date  of  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  with  Julia  A.  Jennings,  who  was 
born  in  Co-hocton  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lewis  and  Susan  Miller  Jennings.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  from  there 
went  to  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Wabash  County, 
Ind.;  the  mother  died  in  Miama  County,  Ind,    The 


father  came  to  Illinois  in  1853,  and  settled  in 
Astoria  Township,  where  he  carried  on  his  occupa- 
tion as  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Parry  did  not  come  to  this 
State  till  1856.  Her  mairiage  with  our  subject  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Caleb  J. 


4m' 


ij?  EONARD  D.  SLOCUM.  Fulton  County  is 
11  (?§)  the  home  of  a  goodly  number  of  men  who 
J^\\  have  put  forth  such  industrious  and  well- 
directed  efforts  that  they  have  been  enabled  to  re- 
lire  from  the  toils  and  cares  of  life  and  are  now 
spending  their  time  in  ease  and  enjoyment.  Among 
this  number  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who 
occupies  an  attractive  home  on  section  28,  Canton 
Township.  His  propert}-  here  consists  of  one  iuin- 
dred  and  eleven  acres  of  fertile  land  on  which  he 
has  erected  ever}'  building  necessary  in  carrying  on 
the  work  of  the  estate,  all  being  substantial  and 
well  arranged. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of 
Wanton  and  Sally  (Austin)  Slocum,  both  of  whom 
entered  into  rest  in  Erie  County,  Pa.  The  father 
was  born  in  Chenango  County  and  the  mother  in 
Genesee  Count}',  N.  V-  Our  subject  was  liorn  in 
the  latter  County,  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  Januar}- 
1,  1824,  and  was  an  infant  of  six  months  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Chautauqua  County.  There 
he  passed  his  boyhood  days  until  twelve  j'ears  old, 
when  a  removal  to  Erie  County,  Pa.,  took  place. 
After  he  became  of  age  young  Slocum  returned  to 
his  birthplace  and  in  its  vicinity  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  for  several  years.  For  some  ten  \ears 
he  was  employed  in  a  distillery  there. 

In  1858  Mr.  Slocum  came  to  Peoria  with  his 
family,  liis  first  employment  being  as  foreman  in 
Morse  &  Bradley's  distillery.  After  capably  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  that  position  for  two  years 
he  bought  the  old  Sli|)p  tk  Maple  distillery,  which 
he  operated  in  company  with  J.  H.  McCall  for  five 
years.  The  two  gentleman  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, a  pursuit  which  Mr.  Slocuni  continued  until 
recently.  While  carrying  on  his  personal  affairs 
with  zeal  and  enterprise,  Mr.  Slocum  has  found 
time  to  participate  actively  in   tlie  [jolitical   move- 
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mollis  of  Ihe  locality,  giving  his  hearty  support  to 
the  Demoeratie  party.  lie  is  a  law-abiding  citizen, 
held  in  tiie  esteem  due  to  ids  person:d  qualities  and 
iionorable  life. 

Mr.  Slocum  was  fortunate  in  winning  for  iiis 
companion  a  lady  possessed  of  energy,  intelligence, 
notable  skill  as  a  housewife  and  excellent  charac- 
ter. This  lady  was  Miss  Eliza  Lear}',  who  was 
liorn  in  Ireland  in  1834,  and  became  Mrs.  Slocum 
May  14,  1854,  the  wedding  being  solemnized  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  Her  parents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Buckley)  Leary,  emigrated  from  the  Emerald 
Isle  to  America  in  1842,  settling  in  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  both  subsequently  died.  Mr. 
and  Mis.  .Slocum  are  the  parents  of  two  children; 
Charles  S..  who  married  Mary  Barnard,  and  Ida. 
who  is  the  wife  of  William  A.  Ilowatt. 


[/ILLIAM  ROSE.  Among  the  pioneers  and 
substantial  farmers  of  this  county,  this 
gentleman  was  nun)bered.  Ho  began  life 
empty  handed,  but  by  unremitting  industry,  sec- 
onded by  sound  judgment  and  shrewd  business 
faculties  he  acquired  wealth,  became  an  extensive 
landowner  and  the  proprietor  of  several  valuable 
farms.  He  was  a  resident  of  Vermont  Township, 
which  was  deprived  of  a  good  citizen  by  his  demise. 
His  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 

Mr.  Rose  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  March  22, 
1816,  in  Guernsey  County,  in  the  pioneer  home  of 
William  and  Susan  (Dollard)  Rose.  The  parents 
died  in  Ohio.  Their  marriage  was  productive  of 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely :  Thomas, 
Reuben,  William,  Uriah,  Robert,  Elihu,  George, 
Jane  and  Eliza,  all  of  whom  married  and  reared 
families  excepting  the  latter. 

In  early  days.  Mr.  Rose  was  a  boatman  on  the 
Ohio  River.  About  1830  he  located  in  Clermont 
County,  Oliio,  where  he  was  married  at  a  very 
youthful  age,  December  31,  1831,  taking  as  bis 
wife  Miss  Anna  Linn.  She  was  a  native  of  tliat 
county  and  was  born  October  24,  1816.  In  the 
month  of  October,  1836,  our  subject  came  to  Illi 
nois  with  a  yoke  of  cattle  and  a  horse,  accompanied 


by  his  family.  The  little  party  was  six  weeks  on 
the  road,  having  camped  out  every  night.  The 
first  winter  was  passed  south  of  Ipava,  and  the  next 
year  Mr.  Rose  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  in  Astoria  Townsliip  on  section  3,  all  of 
which  was  heavily  timbered, 

Mr.  Rose  was  a  man  of  remarkable  energy  and 
industry  and  in  the  years  of  pioneer  labor  that  fol- 
lowed his  settlement  here  he  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property.  To  his  first  purchase  he  added 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  sub- 
sequently became  the  proprietor  of  two  farms  in 
McDonough  County,  one  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  the  other  of  eighty  acres;  he  also  owned 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Wayne 
County,  Iowa,  besides  the  seventy  acres  south  of  the 
village  of  Vermont  on  which  his  widow  now  re- 
sides. When  be  left  Ohio,  his  eartlily  possessions 
were  comprised  in  $600  in  money  and  a  yoke  of 
cattle.  He  had  left  home  early  in  life,  buying  his 
freedom  of  his  father,  and  every  dollar  of  his 
wealth  was  earned  by  his  own  hand. 

The  busy  and  honorable  life  of  our  subject  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  his  death  March  15,  1889. 
Thus  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  was 
removed  from  the  community,  one  who  had  been 
kind  and  obliging  as  a  neighbor  and  friend,  and  in 
his  domestic  relations  was  a  good  husband  and  a 
wise  father.  He  and  his  wife  were  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  with  which 
she  is  still  connected.  He  was  a  liber.al  and  free 
giver  to  the  support  of  the  church  and  was  Steward 
for  many  ^ears.     He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

Mrs.  Rose  who  survives  her  husband  is  a  sincere 
Christian  woman  and  is  greatly  respected.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Van 
Sickle)  Linn,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
were  early  settlers  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio. 
They  came  to  Illinois  with  Mr.  Rose  and  settled 
in  Fulton  County.  They  were  tlie  parents  of  seven 
children — John,  Ada,  Jane,  Anna,  Elizabeth,  Nellie 
and  Amanda,  all  of  whom  married  and  reared 
families.  Mrs.  Linn  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  By  lier  marriage  Mrs.  Rose  became  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  John  V.,  of 
Bushnell;  James;  Reuben,  deceased;  Elizabeth  J., 
1   wife  of   Andy    Bryan ;  Susan,  wife  of  K.  Lindsay  ; 
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Ann  Eliza,  wife  of  Frank  Mumey,  of  Saline 
County,  Neb  ;  Edith,  deceased,  wife  of  John  S. 
Nuck,  of  Iowa;  Esteline,  deceased;  William  R.,  in 
Astoria  Township;  Uriah  T.,  of  New  Central  City, 
Neb. 


^^LFRED  HUGHBANKS  may  be  considered 
^£ij|    a  pioneer  of  Fulton  County.    He  has  been 

Iff'^  actively  identified  with  its  practical,  pros- 
^  perous  farmers  for  many  years,  and  is  the 

proprietor  of  a  large  and  valuable  farm  on  section 
30,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Joshua  Township. 
He  is  a  Kentuckian  b}'  birth,  born  near  the  town 
of  Newport,  November  15,  1823.  His  parents, 
George  and  Retty  Hughbanks,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  respectively.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  farmer  and  removed  from  Kentucky  to 
Parke  County,  Ind..  in  1837,  making  the  long  and 
tiresome  journey  through  the  intervening  wilder- 
ness with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  he  and  his  family  sub- 
sisting partly  on  the  game  lliat  they  killed  on  the 
road.  Mr.  Hughbanks  lived  in  Indiana  for  many 
years,  but  he  did  not  make  much  headway  in  ac- 
quiring proi)erty  so  he  concluded  to  try  life  in  the 
Prairie  State,  and  in  1840  he  came  hither.  He  lo- 
cated in  Young  Hickory  Township,  and  lived  there 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1843. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  one  year  before  he  did. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  remained  an  inmate  of  the 
parental  home  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old 
and  was  of  great  assistance  to  his  father  in  his  farm 
labors.  In  1846  he  married  and  established  a  home 
of  his  own,  taking  Miss  Louisa  Wilson  as  his  wife. 
Her  parents  came  from  New  York  and  were  early 
settlers  of  this  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughbanks 
have  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living  hut  two.  Three  of  their  boys  are  at 
home  and  all  of  them  are  interested  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  connection  with  their  father. 

Our  subject  maj-  be  considered  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Fulton  County  and  he  has  done  much  to 
promote  its  material  prosperity.  He  is  one  of  our 
self-made  men  and  had  to  start  out  in  life  with  but 
ittle    education.     A    cool  head,  sound    common 


sense,  and  good  business  tact  have  perhaps  served 
his  purpose  better  as  by  hard  work  and  close 
economy  he  has  placed  himself  amongst  the  wealthy 
farmers  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  owns  tvTO 
hundred  acres  of  good  farming  hind,  which  is  well 
stocked  with  cattle  and  hogs  of  a  fine  grade,  and 
from  his  agricultural  interests  he  derives  a  hand- 
some income.  When  he  and  his  wife  began  life 
together,  they  started  out  with  but  the  bare  neces- 
sities and  none  of  the  comforts  of  home.  They 
had  no  bed  to  sleep  on  but  had  to  devise  a  rough 
couch  to  take  the  place  of  one,  and  their  other  furni- 
ture was  of  the  same  primitive  order.  Now  they 
have  a  pleasant  home,  replete  with  every  comfort 
that  one  could  desire.  For  several  years  Mr.  Hugh- 
banks  resided  in  McDonough  Counl3'.  and  his  ii;- 
vestment  in  land  in  that  county  in  eleven  years 
gave  him  a  net  profit  of  Si 0.000,  or  forty  per  cent 
realized  on  the  worth  of  his  real  estate  in  that  re- 
gion. His  present  residence  is  on  his  fine  f.arm  on 
section  30,  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  Joshua 
Township. 

Mr.  Hughbanks  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  have  been  for 
many  years,  and  they  take  a  conspicuous  (lart  in 
church  matters.  They  are  wortlij-  people  whose 
pleasant,  social  and  moral  qualities  have  won  them 
many  friends  during  their  many  years  residence 
here  and  have  made  them  an  influence  for  much 
guod  in  social  and  religious  matters. 


1 


(1  ARCUS  R.  MORAN.  This  young  gentle- 
man is  numbered  among  the  live  business 
men  of  Canton  where  he  has  for  several 
years  been  established  as  a  photographer. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  the  county 
seat  February  22,  1861,  .and  was  about  three  j'ears 
old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Canton.  Here  he 
received  the  greater  part  of  his  education.  After 
his  parents  removed  to  a  farm  he  spent  a  portion  of 
his  time  working  thereon  until  he  had  attained  his 
twentieth  year,  when  he  returned  to  the  city  to 
learn  the  art  of  photogra])hy. 
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In  the  gallery  of  C.  W.  Mangrum  young  Moran 
acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  his  art  and  in  1 883 
embarked  in  the  business  for  himself.  He  opened 
a  gallery  at  No.  126  Main  Street,  where  he  is  still 
located,  occupying  the  entire  upper  floor  of  the 
building  and  having  his  large,  airy  rooms  well  fur- 
nished with  all  tlie  late  appliances  known  to  pho- 
tographers. His  work  is  of  superior  finish  and  lie 
h.is  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  amount  of 
patronage  he  receives.  He  and  his  brother  own 
the  building  in  which  he  is  located  and  also  the  one 
adjoining. 

The  intelligence  and  womanly  qualities  of  Miss 
Susan  Triles,  of  Canton  Township,  won  the  regard 
of  Mr.  Moran  and  after  a  successful  wooing  they 
were  united  in  marriage  February  22,  1885.  Mrs. 
Moran  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  George  J.  and 
Louise  Trites  who  came  to  this  county  from  Phila- 
delphia in  1848.  Here  she  was  born  and  reared 
and  possesses  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Her  capa- 
bilit}'  as  a  homekeeper  is  indicated  in  the  comfort- 
able siirroundings  and  internal  arrangements  of  the 
pleasant  residence  at  No.  209,  South  Main  Street, 
wliere  friends  are  ever  cordially  greeted. 

The  social  and  benevolent  qualities  of  our  sub- 
ject have  led  him  to  identify  himself  with  Jefferson 
Lodge  No.  7, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  he  having  obtained  all  the 
highest  honors  of  that  lodge.  He  is  well  informed 
regarding  general  topics,  and  having  carefully 
weighed  the  political  questions  of  the  day,  has 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  a  popular  member  of  society,  and  has  an  excel- 
lent reputation  in  business  circles. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  living  in  this 
county  when  their  marriage  look  pl.ace.  The  father, 
William  H.  Moran,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, Md.,  being  a  son  of  Ritthard  L.  Moran,  an 
early  settler  in  that  State  and  of  French  extraction. 
The  mother  was  Susan  Ann,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Evans,  a  native  of  England,  and  was  born  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  Her  parents  moved  to  this 
county  when  she  was  a  young  girl,  locating  in  Lew- 
istown  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  After  her 
marriage  to  William  H.  Moran,  the  county  seat  was 
still  her  home  until  1864,  when  the  family  removed 
to  Ciinton.  In  Lewistown  Mr.  Moran  followed 
blacksmithing,  which  trade  he  had   learned   in  the 


State  of  Mississippi.  In  Canton  he  lived  somewhat 
retired  for  a  few  years,  then  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Buckheart  Township,  where  he  died  in  1877.  His 
wife  and  two  children  survived  him.  The  former 
subsequently  married  Robert  Sebree.  She  is  still 
living  but  Mr.  Sebree  is  now  deceased.  The  brother 
and  sister  of  our  subject  are — William  H.  Moran, 
Jr.,  a  resident  of  Buckheart  Township,  and  Mary 
L.,  wife  of  Milo  G.  Rader  now  of  Chicago. 


^^  HARLES  W.  MUMMEY  is  the  leading  hard- 
ill  ffi  ^'""^^  merchant  and  agricultural  implement 
^^'  dealer  of  Farmington.  He  is  a  man  of 
talent,  of  wide  experience,  and  stands  high  in  the 
financial  circles  of  the  county.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  McConnellsville,  Morgan  County, 
January  19,  1840.  In  him  is  mingled  the  blood  of 
many  nationalities — English,  Welsh,  French  and 
Dutch — and  he  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  for  a 
period  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
he  being  a  representative  of  one  of  the  earliest 
Colonial  families  of  America,  whose  members  were 
identified  with  the  early  American  wars. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Christopher  Mummey,  was  born  in  Maryland,  and 
he  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  After 
peace  was  declared  he  continued  in  the  employ  of 
the  Government  until  1800  as  an  Indian  soldier 
and  scout,  and  was  a  celebrated  frontiersman.  He 
was  with  St.  Clair  at  the  defeat  of  the  Americans, 
and  took  part  in  several  of  the  Indian  skirmishes. 
He  rounded  out  a  life  of  eighty  years.  His  son  John, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  lived  in  Brook  County, 
Va.,  till  his  death,  when  about  eighty  years  old. 
The  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  a  Hammond. 
The  Hammonds  were  of  English  descent;  there  are 
relics  such  as  silver  buckles,  buttons,  etc.,  that  their 
forefathers  brought  from  England,  which  are  still 
in  possession  of  the  family. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  David  and  Sarah  A. 
(Smith)  Mummey,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Wellsburg,  Brook  County,  Va.,  and  Morgan  County, 
Ohio.     His   father  was   an  early  settler  of   Morgan 
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County,  and  was  a  pioneer  in  tlie  dry  goods  busi- 
ness there,  conducting  an  extensive  trade  at  Mc- 
Connellsville.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Kansas 
and  died  in  his  new  home  in  Milton,  Summer 
County,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
He  was  twice  married;  his  first  wife,  the  motiier 
of  our  subject,  died  at  McConnellsville  in  1S47, 
leaving  two  children,  Charles  W.,  and  William  H. 
By  his  second  marriage  he  had  the  following 
children:  Fletcher,  Ilomor,  Harry,  Fred,  Lida, 
Addie,  Ruth,  Fannie,  Lulu  and  Nellie.  The  fatlier 
was  a  prominent  man  in  politics,  affiliating  witli 
the  Whigs  and  was  once  a  candidate  of  that  party 
for  the  Legislature. 

Charles  Mummey's  early  life  was  passed  amid  the 
scenes  of  bis  birth,  and  lie  acquired  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  business  in  his  youth  bj^  working  in  his 
fatlier's  store.  His  father  handled  great  quantities 
of  produce,  whicii  he  sent  awsy  on  flatboats,  and 
as  a  boy  Charles  managed  one  of  these  boats.  In 
1864  he  commenced  as  a  pilot  on  the  Ohio  River, 
and  was  engaged  in  carrying  supplie?,  cannon  shot, 
shell,  etc.,  for  the  Gt)vernment,  and  also  transported 
mules  and  soldiers  by  the  thousands  to  the  Union 
armies  in  the  South.  He  continued  as  pilot  till 
1868,  his  run  being  between  Pittsburg  and  Cincin- 
nati. He  finished  a  course  of  study  at  the  Mc- 
Connellsville graded  schools  and  at  tlie  High 
School  in  his  youth,  and  laid  a  solid  foundation  for 
his  career  as  a  business  man. 

In  the  year  1871  Mr.  Mummey  removed  with 
his  family  to  Peoria,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Sloan,  Johnson  ik  Co..  of  that  city,  as  a  mercan- 
tile traveler,  remaining  with  them  in  that  capacity 
seven  years.  In  1878  he  went  to  .Sumner  County, 
Kan.,  and  there  purchased  five  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  He  improved  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  it,  and  besides  sold  goods,  took 
charge  of  a  post-oflice  and  loaned  money  to  the 
people  of  Sumner  County,  Kan.,  conducting  these 
various  operations  with" excellent  success.  He  sold 
out  his  interests  in  Kansas  in  1885,  .and  came  b.ack 
to  Illinois  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 
In  1880  he  entered  into  the  employ  of  Charles  J. 
Off,  of  Peoria,  as  a  commercial  agent,  and  traveled 
on  the  road  till  1885.  He  has  been  very  prosperous 
as  a  hardware   merchant,  and   in  the  sale  of  agri- 


cultural implements,  buggies  and  carriages,  he  has 
built  up  a  large  trade. 

January  18,  1862.  was  the  date  of  the  marriage 
of  Jlr.  Mummej',  with  Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of 
Simpkin  H.  and  Jane  (Graham)  Brown.  Her 
father  and  mother  were  both  born  near  New  Athens. 
Harrison  County,  Ohio,  and  wtre  f.armers.  Mrs. 
Mumraoy  is  the  fourth  of  a  family  of  seven  children. 
She  was  well  educated  at  Unionville,  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  JNIrs.  Mummey  have  a  large  and  interesting 
family  circle,  as  they  have  had  ten  children,  namely  : 
Mary  Y.,  Annie  F.,  William  H.,  Charles  B..  Fred 
(who  died  at  the  age  of  two  3'ears),  F.  M..  A  X., 
Alice,  Edith,  and  Harrj'.  Miss  Mary  is  livinii  in 
Peoria.     The  others  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Mummey  is  a  man  of  fine  presence,  whose 
many  i)leasant  social  qualities  make  him  a  favorite. 
He  is  prominent  in  fraternity  circles  as  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in 
politics  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


AVID  NAYLOR.  The  city  of  Canton,  Ful- 
;  ton  County,  111.,  is  the  home  of  manj'  ener- 
gef!c  and  prosperous  bnsiness  men,  who 
have  won  for  themselves  both  fame  and  fortune, 
but  none  merit  more  praise,  or  are  more  highly 
esteemed  than  he  whose  history  claims  attention. 
He  is  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  being 
born  in  that  place  on  the  31st  of  October  in 
the  year  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Elias  and  Mary 
(Pittenger)  Najdor.  His  great-grandfather  was 
born  in  England,  and  emigrated  from  that  country 
to  America,  settling  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  that 
Stale  was  born  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  his  name  being  David  Naylor.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Boozenberr}'.  To  them  were  born  four 
children,  viz. :  Samuel,  Elias,  Eliza  and  Amos.  Of 
[  these.  Elias  married  Miss  Mary  Pittenger,  of  Som- 
I  ersel  Countj^,  N.  J.,  and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
!  Mary  (Lane)  Pittenger.  Mr.  Naylor's  ancestors 
I  on  the  maternal  side  were  of  Holland-Dutch  de- 
scent, and  for  several  years  were  residents  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.     His  mother  was  born  in  1800 
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and  departed  this  life  iu  1839,  leaving  five  cliil- 
(Irt'ii,  viz.:  David  ;  Elizabolli,  wife  of  George  B. 
liniman.of  Connecticut;  Klias  ^^,  who  is  dead; 
.Samuel,  wlio  i.s  at  tiic  present  lime  a  resident  of 
Pennsylvania;  Amos,  who  lives  at  Canton,  III.,  and 
owns  an  interest  in  a  coal  mine.  Mr.  Na3lor's  father 
is  living  in  Pennsylvania  and  has  reached  his 
eighty-seventh  year.  He  was  a  farmer  and  nier 
chant,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  was 
married  again,  after  which  he  removed  to  Easton, 
Pa.  David  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  continued 
to  lead  that  life  until  he  attained  his  twelfth  year, 
and  at  that  date  sustaining  the  sad  loss  of  his 
mother,  lie  y^-eni  to  live  with  an  aunt,  whose  lius- 
liand — Abraham  Amerman — was  a  merchant.  In 
his  uncle's  store  he  learned  the  mercantile  business, 
clerking  there  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and 
then  entering  into  a  partnership  in  the  grocery, 
soap  and  candle  business  with  his  uncle  Samuel 
Naylor,  at  Somerville,  Somerset  County,  N.  J  In 
1856  this  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Naylor 
coming  west,  and  locating  in  Canton,  111.,  where  he 
has  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  present  writing. 
Immediately  after  his  arrival  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Isaac  F.  Stevens,  who  also  came  from 
the  East,  and  they  commenced  an  extensive  soap 
and  candle  business  which  lasted  about  eigiU  years, 
but  since  that,  Mr.  Na^ylor  had  control  of  the  bus- 
iness three  or  four  years. 

Afterward,  he  became  a  partner  of  Mr.  Krischke 
in  the  tanking  business,  which  proved  veiy  remun- 
erative. Just  at  the  jiresent  writing  Mr.  Naylor  is 
not  actively  engaged  in  business  but  deals  exten- 
sively in  poultry, which  he  ships  in  large  quantities. 
His  educational  training  was  received  in  common 
schools,  but  his  natural  industry  enabled  him  to 
acquirean  excellent  business  education.  On  Janu- 
ary 25,  1851,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Scheuck,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Harriet  Schenek.  Mrs.  Naylor 
died  on  the  18th  of  May,  1886,  leaving  a  de- 
voted husband,  and  three  children  living  to  mourn 
her  loss.  Of  these  children.  John  is  a  resident  of 
Canton  and  ergaged  in  the  mercantile  business; 
Mary  Irena  remains  at  home  with  her  father;  The- 
odore W.  resides  in  Canton,  111. ;  and  a  fourth  child, 
Delove,  is  deceased.     Mr.  Naylor  has  a  beautiful 


home,  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 
While  not  an  active  politician,  or  an  office  seeker, 
still  at  the  samejtime  he  takes  pride  in  using  his  in- 
fluence for  worthy  political  causes.  He  is  generally 
considered  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  enter- 
prising^citizens  in  the  place,  and  has  acquired  a 
considerable  amount  of  money.  To  such  men 
Canton  is  indebted  for  the  rapiil  growth  and  won- 
derful prosperity  which  distinguishes  it  as  a  desir- 
able place  of  residence. 


/p^EORGE  PRALL.  This  gentleman  whose 
i||  (=1  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page  is  the 
^^il  pioneer  business  man  and  settler  in  tlie  new 
town  of  Rapatee,  which  lies  in  Knox  County,  across 
the  line  from  Fairview  Township.  His  home  is 
the  finest  residence  in  the  villageand  was  the  first 
erected  there.  Mr.  Prall  in  partnership  with  Will- 
iam Harden,  (see  another  pageln  this  Album)  built 
the  grain  elevator  in  1883.  He  shipped  the  first 
carload  of  grain  outof  the  village,  as  well  as  the 
first  load  of  hogs  and>atlle.  The  little  town  is 
Jjecoming  noted  as  a  grain  and  stock-shipping  cen- 
ter and  for  this  reputation  itjdepcnds  mainly'  upon 
our  wide-awake  subject.  Mr.  Prall  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  lands  in  Fairview  Township  where  he  was 
formerly  engaged  in  farming  and  where  he  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  11, 
together  with  eighty  acres  on  section  11. 

Before  outlining  the  life  history  of  our  subject 
it  ma}'  be  well  to  say  a  few  words  regarding  his 
parents  and  their  family.  His  father,  Asher  Prall, 
was  born  in  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.,  and  came,  to 
this  State  in  1845,  settling  on  section  11,  Fairview 
Townsliip.  He  lived  to  be  sixty-six  years  old.  He 
had  married  Catherine  McGrath.Ja  native  of  New 
Jersey,  who  survived  her  husbandjand  reached  the 
age  of  three-score  and  ten.  The  good  couple  had 
four  children  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  first- 
born. John,  who  now  lives  on  a  farm  in  Iowa, 
married  Eliza  J.  Bruntou  and  has  eight  children; 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  William  Swigert,  a  retired 
farmer  novv  living  in    Rapnlee;  Cornelius   enlisted 
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in  Company  D,  One  Hiindrerl  and  Tliird  Illinois  In- 
fantry, was  taken  ill  with  the  measles  and  died  at 
Cairo,  111.,  when  twenty-one  years  old. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  life  his- 
tory was  born  October  10,  1831,  in  Hunterdon 
County,  N.  J.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
there,  and  in  this  count3-,  to  which  he  accompanied 
his  parents  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  The 
journey  was  performed  partly  by  rail  and  partly 
by  river  bouts  the  landing  being  made  at  Copperas 
Creek.  The  lad  assisted  his  father  in  the  develop- 
n-ent  of  the  homestead  and  continued  to  follow 
agriculture  until  his  intelligent  observation  of 
affaire  led  him  to  embark  in  grain  and  stock-buy- 
ing, which  he  thought  promised  to  prove  remuner- 
ative. His  energy  and  tact  are  being  rewarded  in 
this  new  enterprise,  as  his  industry  and  skill  were  in 
the  old. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
Tazewell  County,  his  bride  being  Miss  Rebecca 
Golden.  The  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one 
child — Fanny,  now  the  wife  of  William  AVycoff 
who  lives  in  Fairview.  The  wife  and  mother  passed 
away  in  1860,  and  Mr.  Prall  subsequently  married 
Catherine,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Suydam) 
"Winters.  This  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth 
of  four  children^Cora,  Jane,  Kate  and  George,  all 
of  whom  are  still  at  home,  except  Cora  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Grim  and  lives  in  Fairview  Township. 
They   have  two  children,  Earl  and  Verley. 


jT^ANIEL  CATHERMAN.  Worthy  among 
I  Jl  the  pioneers  of  this  county  stands  Daniel 
J<^  Catherman,  an  early  settler  of  Cass  Town- 
ship, and  for  many  years  actively  engaged  in  de- 
veloping its  agricultural  interests,  improving,  from 
the  timber  openings  where  he  took  up  a  claim  a 
half-century  ago,  a  good  farm.  He  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  now  living  in  retirement  in  their 
cozy  little  home,  enjoying  a  comfortable  income 
from  the  rental  of  the  homestead,  meriting  and  re- 
ceiving tlie  full  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community. 

Mr.    Catherman    was    born    June    16,    1816,    in 


Union,  Pa.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  tSusan 
(Spichelmier)  Catherman,  who  were  likewise  of 
Pennsylvania  birth,  and  were  life-long  residents  of 
their  native  State,  he  dying  in  1832  and  she  in 
1828,  when  scarcely  past  life's  prime.  Two  of 
the  seven  children  born  to  them  are  now  living. 

The  son  of  whom  we  write  was  by  their  early 
diath  left  an  orpiian  when  he  most  needed  the  care 
and  wise  counsel  of  a  tender  mother  and  wise 
father.  He  was  bound  out  to  his  uncle  to  remain 
with  him  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  but  he 
left  him  at  sixteen  years  of  age  and  lived  out  on  a 
farm  for  a  few  months.  After  that  he  bound  him- 
self in  apprenticeship  to  a  carpenter,  but  his  guar- 
dian objected  to  that  proceeding,  so  he  left  Schuyl- 
kill County  and  was  employed  by  William  Girard 
to  assist  in  digging  coal.  Later  he  worked  in  a 
brickyard  one  season  and  then  returned  home,  as 
he  was  taken  sick.  After  his  recovery  he  went  to 
Mercer  County,  in  bis  native  State,  and  for  one  sea- 
son was  employed  on  a  farm.  In  1834  he  made  his 
way  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  worked  there  in  a 
brickyard  two  summers  and  one  season  on  a  farm. 
He  subsequently  hired  out  to  James  Kuykendall, 
the  father  of  his  future  wife,  to  come  to  Illinois, 
and  in  1837  came  to  this  State  and  located  in  Put- 
man  Township,  Fulton  County. 

Two  years  later  Mr.  Catherman  was  married,  and 
he  and  his  bride  began  life  together  in  Pulman 
Township,  lived  there  a  year  and  then  came  to  Cass 
Township  and  made  a  dwelling  for  themselves  in 
the  timber  openings  on  section  23,  where  Mr. 
Catherman  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  a  furrow  has  never  been  turned,  and  a  hard 
task  was  before  him  to  improve  it  into  a  cultivated 
farm.  He  first  built  a  log  cabin,  and  then  went  to 
work  with  a  will  to  clear  away  the  trees  and  break 
the  sod.  He  had  to  use  the  most  primitive  meth- 
ods to  accomplish  his  work.  He  had  one  horse, 
and  he  made  a  wagon  himself,  making  the  wheels 
of  slabs.  He  subsequently  made  another  wagon,  of 
which  the  wheels  were  split  out  solid  from  a  wal- 
nut log.  The  country  around  his  home  was  very 
sparsely  settled,  and  many  wild  animals  were  often 
annoying  in  their  depredations.  He  and  his  wife 
were  desperately  poor,  as  they  had  begun  life 
empty-handed,  and  many    were   the   sacrifices  they 
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had  to  make  and  the  privations  they  endured.  But 
Ihey  worked  with  cheerful  and  never  failing  cour- 
age until  prosperity  smiled  on  their  efforts,  and 
now  those  hardships  are  a  thing  of  the  past,  and 
their  life  is  one  of  serenity  and  comfort. 

In  1842  Mr.  Catherman  took  a  load  of  wheat  to 
Chicago  with  a  ono-iiorse  team,  having  in  his 
w.agon  thirty-eight  bushels  of  the  grain,  and  oats 
enough  to  feed  his  horse.  He  was  sixteen  days  on 
the  way,  and  sold  his  wheat  for  forty-eight  cents  a 
bushel.  At  one  time  be  took  some  wheat  to  the  Liver- 
pool market,  and  exclianged  eight  bushels  for  eight 
y?rds  of  calico  to  make  Mrs.  Catherman  a  dress  in 
which  to  appear  at  church  or  on  festive  occasions. 
For  ordinary  wear  Mrs.  Catherman  spun  the  wool 
for  the  clothes  of  the  whole  family,  and  she  also 
manufactured  the  flax  directly  from  the  plant  into 
cloth  of  a  nice  texture,  she  being  an  adept  at  spin- 
ning and  weaving.  The  flax  was  raised  on  a  farm, 
rotted,  broken,  scutched,  and  was  then  ready  to 
spin  and  weave. 

(^ur  subject's  farm  now  comprises  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  improved,  and 
under  admirable  tillage,  and  supplied  with  nec- 
essary buildings.  He  lived  upon  the  farm  until 
1876  and  then  rented  it,  and  moved  to  his  present 
place,  building  his  neat  little  dwelling  the  samej-ear. 
While  he  was  living  on  the  homestead  the  house 
was  struck  by  lightning,  and  Mrs.  Catherman  was 
so  affected  by  the  electric  current  that  she  was  un- 
conscious for  a  long  time.  At  one  time  she  broke 
her  ankle  by  a  fall,  and  still  suffers  from  the  in- 
jury. Mr.  Catherman  Iias  also  been  unfortunate  in 
the  matter  of  accidents.  Last  summer  when  he  was 
taking  a  load  of  wheat  to  Cuba,  while  crossing  the 
track  the  wagon  was  struck  b^'  a  passenger  train 
and  demolisheil,  and  he  lost  his  wheat,  and  his  j 
right  hip  was  so  seriously  hurt  that  he  was  obliged 
to  lie  in  bed  three  weeks.  i 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Catherman  were  united  in  marriage 
December  13,  1839.  Her  maiden  name  was  Abi- 
gail Kuykendall,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Aten)  Kuykendall,  who  were  of 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock  and  were  farmers.  They 
died  in  Illinois,  she  dying  in  1860,  and  he  from 
the  effects  of  an  injury  received  on  a  railway  in 
1884,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-six.     Of  the    | 


nine  children  born  to  them  six  are  still  living. 
Mrs.  Catherman  was  born  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  in  1818.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  six  children  : 
Elizabeth,  now  dead;  Susan,  who  married  Mr.  Hen- 
derliter,  of  Putnian  Township,  and  is  the  mother  of 
thirteen  children;  Lyman,  deceased  ;  Margaret,  who 
married  Jerome  Brown,  lives  on  the  home  place 
and  has  one  child;  Ir-i,  deceased;  Daniel,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas,  who  married  Ellen  Ball,  and  is  the 
father  of  three  children. 

Mrs.  Catherman,  a  woman  of  many  Christian 
virtues,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Mr.  Catherman  has  long  been  one  of  our  most  use- 
ful citizens,  has  faithfully  served  the  township  for 
years  as  School  Director,  and  has  also  been  Path- 
master.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Martin  Van 
Buren.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  quite  extensive 
travelers  in  tiieir  day,  having  made  several  trips  to 
Kansas  and  one  to  Oregon,  where  they  spent  eleven 
months,  and  had  a  very  enjoyable  time. 


,i,J^  ^ *— '  1 , — '      ,a^  5  ^■■■,,,1. 
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J^  S.  GEIGLEY,  M.  D.  Among  the  numerous 
and  varied  professions  in  which  men  may 
j  arise  to  eminence,  there  is  not  one  known  to 
'  the  civilized  world  that  claims  a  higher  place 
in  the  esteem  of  all  than  docs  the  "art  of  healing." 
Since  the  time  of  Esculapius,  down  to  the  present 
date  there  has  never  been  a  class  of  men  that  de- 
manded or  received  more  faith,  or  respectful  treat- 
ment than  the  physician.  It  is  his  presence  that 
seems  to  brighten  the  sick  one;  he  is  generally  con- 
ceded to  be  the  family  friend,  and  it  is  to  him 
that  troubles  of  every  nature  may  be  safely  con- 
fided. No  one  has  more  fully  proven  the  truth  of 
this  assertion  than  has  Dr.  J.  S.  Geigley. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  near  Arrow  Rock, 
Mo.,  on  March  20,  1858,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Sey- 
mour and  Sarah  (Warren)  Geigley.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Virginia,  being  born  near  Winchester  iu 
that  State  about  the  year  1820.  The  great-grand- 
father, Aaron  Geigley,  was  the  founder  of  this 
family,    coming   originally  from    Alsace-Lorraine, 
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France — now  Prussia.  His  son,  Aaron  Jr.,  tlie 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  planter,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  Annapolis  Naval  Academy.  He  was 
a  Lieutenant  in  the  LTni ted  States  Navy  service  un- 
til the  time  when  John  C.  Fremont  led  his  famous 
expedition  across  the  country,  and  Lieut.  Geigley 
became  connected  with  the  Surve}'.  He  went  in 
the  field  as  a  supporter  of  Gen.  Fremont  during 
the  campaign,  being  an  intimate  friend  both  of 
Gefleral  and  Mrs.  Fremont.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  he  was  a  planter  and  miller  in  Saline 
County,  Mo.  At  first  he  was  neutral,  but  when 
hostilities  became  fierce  and  some  depredations 
were  committed  by  Union  troops,  his  mind  was 
immediately  made  up  and  he  accepted  a  commission 
as  Colonel  in  the  Confederate  service.  This  was 
in  the  year  1862.  His  wife  died  in  tiie  spring,  and 
while  Col.  Geigley  was  away  to  place  his  children 
with  tlieir  mother's  relatives  in  Indiana,  he  died  on 
the  way  near  MacomI),  III.  The  three  children 
were  taken  charge  of  by  kinspeople.  Our  subji^ct 
is  the  only  one  of  these  children  living  at  the  pres- 
ent date.  lie  remained  with  his  mother's  brother 
near  La  Faj-ette,  Ind.,  until  he  had  attained  his 
twenty-first  year,  and  received  an  academical  edu- 
cation, and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine.  Af- 
ter reaching  his  majority  he  attended  medical 
lectures  at  the  Missouri  Medical  College  at  St. 
Louis,  graduating  from  there  with  honors  in  the 
spring  of  1882. 

Dr.  Geigley  about  a  week  after  receiving  his  de 
grees  located  in  Lewistown,  the  countj'  seat  of  Ful- 
ton County,  and  continued  to  practice  there  until 
the  fall  of  1885,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Canton. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  practitioners  in  this 
city,  having  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice. 
He  has  succesded  admirably  at  surgery  and  has 
performed  several  difficult  and  noted  cures  in  this 
vicinity,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Brainard  District 
Medical  Society,  and  was  Vice  President  of  same 
last  year.  The  Doctor  has  made  special  studies  in 
electricity,  believing  in  the  appliance  of  this  fluid 
in  general  practice.  He  is  corresponding  member 
of  the  Society  of  Electrical  Engineers. 

Our  subject's  relatives,  the  Seymours,  have  been 
prominent  sailors  through  several  generations,  fur- 
nishing   Admirals    for    the    British    Navy  during 
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the  Colonial  period  at  and  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Lor- 
enzo and  Lucy  (Nevil)  Warren.  The  Warren 
famil}'  are  of  English  descent,  and  of  old  Virginian 
ancestry,  many  of  tliem  being  heroes  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War. 

Dr.  Geigley  was  married  at  Havana,  ;\Iason 
County,  in  1878,  to  Miss  Laura  Naylor.  a  native  of 
Manchester,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Coppell)  Naylor.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children — Seymour  Warren  and 
Inez.  Our  subject  is  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Presbj'terian  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  was  a  n^ember. 

W.  GALLAGHER,  attorney-at-law  in 
Canton,  is  the  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Rafferty)  Gallagher,  natives  of  Ireland, 
whence,  after  the  birtii  of  two  children, 
they  came  to  America.  Immediately '  after  their 
,arrivnl  in  the  United  States  they  came  west  to  Illi- 
nois and  located  in  Canton.  This  was  in  the  year 
1855.  They  are  now  living  in  Canton,  which  has 
been  their  home  since  their  arrival  in  this  country. 
P.  W.  Gallagher  was  born  in  Liverpool,  Englan  1 
on  July  1,  1852.  The  other  children  boiii  to  his 
parents  were,  Maggie,  Delia,  Ella  and  Katie.  Our 
subject  received  a  High  School  education  in  Can- 
ton and  upon  attaining  his  seventeenth  birthday 
entered  the  office  of  the  Fulton  Ledger,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years  and  learned  the  trade  of 
a  printer.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  J.  L.  Murph}',  of 
Canton.  Such  was  Mr.  Gallagher's  progress  in  his 
studies  that  he  was  soon  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
bar  in  the  State  of ,  Illinois.  He  did  not  at  once 
apply  for  permission  to  practice,  because  of  the 
fact  that  soon  after  reaching  his  majority  he  was 
elected  Police  Magistrate  and  also  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

In  187*;  Mr.  Gallagher  located  in  Cuba,  tliis 
county,  where  he  continued  to  pr.aetice  his  chosen 
profession  satisfactorily  until  1888,  at  which  time 
he  returned  to  Canton  and  entered    into   partner- 
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ship  with  Oscar  J.  Boj-er,  the  firm  name  being 
Gallagher  &  Boyer.  They  now  liave  a  good  prac- 
tice. Mr.  Gallagher  was  marrieil  December  7,  1879, 
in  Cuba,  to  Miss  Judith  Mowery,  a  native  of  this 
county  and  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Msry 
(Heiidtrson)  Mowery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mowery  are 
numbered  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Fulton 
County,  and  retain  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  land 
when  it  was  scarcely  more  than  the  forest  primeval. 
To  Mr.  Gallagher  and  his  wife  have  been  born  four 
children,  namely :  William  M.,  Mary  M..  Zadie 
Kay  and  Donald  J. 

Mr.  Gallagher  is  now  building  a  handsome  resi- 
dence and  is  nicel3'  situated  in  life.  He  and  his 
family  have  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends.  He 
was  elected  State's  Attorney  in  1880  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  that  office  in  a  most  com- 
mendable manner.  Socially,  he  is  a  Chapter  Ma- 
son, and  belongs  to  the  IJlue  Lodge  at  Cuba. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows^  and  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  Though 
not  an  active  politician,  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  is  a  firm  adherent  of  its  principles. 


^-^^- 


ANIKL  FOSIIAY-.  There  is  in  this  world 
much  to  vex  the  soul  of  man  and  oftcn- 
^  times  adversity  sours  the  dispo.sition  and 
makes  men  exclaim  in  their  despair  "cui 
bono":  but  when  we  look  upon  a  noble-hearted. 
Christian  man  who  has  stru'xgled  faithfully  in 
hewing  out  a  business  career,  but  has  at  the  same 
lime  preserved  that  beautiful  faith  in  mankind  and 
in  the  goodness  of  God,  learned  at  his  mother's 
knee,  we  feel  refreshed,  just  as  a  tired  traveler 
having  journeyed  over  steep  roads  is  pleased  to  be- 
hold in  the  valley  below  a  calm  and  smiling  land- 
scape. 

Our  subject  made  his  appearance  in  the  world  in 
Westchester,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
city  of  Sing  Sing,  being  the  son  of  Levi  and  Sally 
(Sutton)  Foshay.  His  birth  occurred  Aprils,  1837, 
and  he  remained  in  his  native  place  until  he  had 
reached  his  tenth  year.     He  has  no  recollections  of 


his  mother,  and  sustained  the  sad  loss  of  his  father 
when  ten  years  of  age.  His  half-brother  had  bought 
a  farm  about  that  time  and  took  him  to  live  in 
Seneca  County,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  While  quite  a  boy  he  manifested 
great  interest  in  attending  Sunday-school  and 
through  the  entire  course  of  his  life  has  lost  no  op- 
portunity of  advancing  the  cause  of  religion. 

Mr.  Foshay  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Seneca  County,  and  when  twenty 
years  old  came  West,  settling  in  Illinois  and  com- 
mencing to  work  on  a  farm  near  Rockford.  He 
continued  to  work  there  for  two  years  and  then 
moved  to  Knox  Count}',  settling  near  London  Mills, 
where  in  18G1  he  bought  a  farm,  but  in  a  short 
time  sold  out  and  moved  to  Warren  County  where 
he  purchased  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Swan  Town- 
ship. While  there  he  married  in  1868,  Miss  Kate 
Sliallenberger,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Slo- 
necker)  Shallenberger.  Her  parents  came  to  Ful- 
ton County  in  1830  and  were  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  what  is  now  Young  Hickory  Town- 
ship, where  they  both  died.  She  was  born  and 
reared  in  Fulton  County,  and  after  receiving  an 
excellent  education  taught  school  for  a  time  before 
her  marriage  Her  father  was  twice  married,  her 
mother  being  his  first  wife. 

Mr.  Foshay  was  married  at  Knoxville.  and  im- 
mediately after  marriage  they  commenced  house- 
keeping on  his  farm  in  Warren  County  and  con- 
tinued to  live  there  for  six  j'ears.  He  next  bought 
the  farm  owned  by  the  Shaffer  heirs.  At  a  later 
date  he  bought  the  Hall  farm  and  now  owns  two 
hundred  acres  of  good  farming  land.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
viz:  Sadie,  Mary,  Annie,  Wilbur,  Claude,  Albert 
and  Johnny.  Sadie  is  eng.aged  in  teaching  in  Ful- 
ton County,  having  attended  the  High  School  at 
Galesburg. 

Mr.  Foshay  has  served  as  School  Director  for 
several  years,  and  School  Trustee  for  three  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
and  is  Class-Leader,  having  served  as  such  through 
a  period  of  eight  yeais.  Me  has  been  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Sunday-school  for  a  number  of  years 
and  bears  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  most  chari- 
table and  benevolent  gentleman.    In  politics  he  is  a 
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Republican  and  a  strong  supporter  of  those  noeas- 
uros  that  he  believes  beneficial  to  religious,  edu- 
cational or  commercial  matters. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Foshay  is  shown  in  connection 
with  this  brief  biographical  review. 


"Andrew  J.  McCOMBS.     The  simple rec- 

-^/   I     ^'"^^  °^  ^^^  ^'^®  ^^  ^  "^"^  ""^^  ^^^  quietly 

Ijl  It  pursued  his  chosen  calling  is  the  best  testi- 
^  monial  that  can  be  given  to  bis  worth  of 
character.  In  general  the  life  of  a  farmer  is  an 
uneventful  one  marked  by  no  startling  incidents, 
although  its  usefulness  may  be  felt  throughout  an 
extended  circle  of  aquaintances  and  exert  great  in- 
fluence. The  subject  of  this  notice  has  pursued 
tlie  even  tenor  of  his  way  as  a  farmer,  taking  a  part 
in  various  matters  which  concerned  the  welfare  of 
the  section  in  which  he  lives  in  the  same  unpreten- 
tious manner.  He  owns  and  operates  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  part  of  which  is  in  Fairview  Town- 
sliip,  and  part  in  Knox  County,  due  north  of  the 
home. 

Before  entering  upon  the  history  of  our  subject 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  devote  a  brief  paragraph  to 
that  of  his  respected  parents.  His  father,  James 
McCombs,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  about  twenty-four  years  old,  settling  in 
Utica,  N.  Y.  There  he  established  himself  at  his 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  finally  set  up  his  own  home, 
marrying  Mary  O.  Armstrong,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Mr.  McCombs  died  when  our  subject 
was  seven  years  old,  leaving  two  children — be  of 
whom  we  write  and  Mary  O.,  now  the  wife  of 
Phineas  Smith,  a  farmer  near  Shipman.  The  wid- 
owed mother  subsequently  married  James  Reese, 
liy  whom  she  had  three  children,  the  onl}'  one  now 
living  being  Henry,  who  resides  in  New  York. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  November 
4,  1832,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  and  when  quite 
young  acquired  a  knowledge  of  agriculture,  much 
of  his  time  having  been  spent  on  a  farm;  as  his 
mother  married  a  second  time  he  went  to  live  with 
his  grandparents.     In  1857,  he  came  to  Illinois  and 


some  years  later,  having  taken  a  companion,  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  he 
yet  owns.  Stiil  later  he  purchased  an  additional 
ninety-one  acres,  all  of  which  he  successfullj'  oper- 
ates. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  McCombs  is  a  woman  of  most 
estimable  character,  many  womanly  attainments 
and  more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  She  was  for- 
merly known  as  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Smith,  her  father, 
Jonathan  Smith,  having  been  one  of  the  wealthy 
residents  in  the  township.  The  family  history  will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Foster  Smith  on  another 
page  in  this  Album.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Combs and  Miss'  Smith  was  solemnized  in  1866, 
and  has  been  blest  to  them  by  the  birth  of  four 
bright  children — Grace  A.,  Jonathan  S.,  James  C. 
and  Foster  G.  These  children  have  been  instructed 
by  their  parents  in  the  virtues  of  character  and 
courte.^y  of  manner  which  are  desirable  and  liave 
been  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity. 

In  politics  Mr.  McCombs  is  a  Democrat.  For 
the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  Director  of 
his  school  district  and  has  labored  arduously  to 
build  up  the  district  school,  which  is  now  well 
known  as  the  best  in  the  township.  Mr.  McCombs 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Farmington  and 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Fairview.  He  helped  to  extend  the  Iowa 
Central  Railroad  by  donating  money  toward  the 
right  of  way  in  the  township.  He  is  well  thought 
of  by  his  fellow  citizens,  being  a  good,  whole-souled 
man,  intelligent  and  moral. 


a  IVILLIAM  HARDEN,  Sk.  Since  his  early 
\/\///  youth  this  gentleman  has  manifested  a  de- 
^^^  gree  of  enterprise  which  has  redounded  to 
his  credit  and  resulted  in  worldly  prosperity.  He 
attributes  his  success  largely  to  the  aid  of  an  ex- 
cellent companion,  who  has  prudently  managed  the 
household  economj-,  and  given  him  wise  counsel 
and  cheering  sympathy.  For  some  j'ears  he  has 
been  living  in  Fairview  Township,  where  he  owns 
two  hundred  acres  of  cleared  land  on  section  9,  and 
seven  and  one-half  acres  of  limber.     He  is  of  Eng- 
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lisli  :ind  ■German  ancestry,  and  no  doubt  inherits 
some  of  the  national  cliaracteristics  which  coml)ine 
to  form  the  business  ability  wliich  has  secured  his 
financial  success. 

Tlie  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Thomas  and  Priseilla  Harden,  natives  of  England, 
who  after  emigrating  to  America,  settled  near 
Itica,  N.  Y.  Among  the  members  of  their  family 
was  a  son  John,  who  was  born  near  Albany,  N.  Y., 
grew  to  maturity  there,  and  married  Caroline  Arm- 
strong, whose  father  was  a  native  of  Germany. 
John  Harden  became  quite  well-to-do,  and  during 
their  early  lives  bestowed  upon  his  children  very 
good  advantages.  He  died  in  1830,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  The  widowed  mother  came  West 
to  live  with  our  subject,  her  third  son,  and  died  at 
hi.s  liome  in  1881,  at  tiie  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
The  family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  named  re- 
spectively: Maria,  Thomas,  Julia  A.,  John,  Will- 
iam. Jeanette.  Jerome,  James,  Mary,  Henry,  DoUie, 
am',  Caroline,  the  latter  three  dying  in  infancy. 

William  Harden,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  April  30,  1832, 
and  passed  his  boj'hood  in  his  native  State.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  a  youtii  of  seventeen,  and 
two  j'ears  later  he  came  to  this  county  and  engaged 
in  farming.  He  bought  fiftj-  acres  on  section  10, 
Fairview  Township,  occupj'ing  that  tract  of  land 
until  1854  when  he  sold  it,  and  for  the  next  eight 
years  farmed  near  Raritan,  Henderson  County. 
Selling  his  property  there,  he  next  bought  a  part 
of  his  present  farm,  and  again  took  up  his  abode  in 
this  county.  In  addition  to  the  estate  upon  which 
he  lives,  he  owns  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Maquon  Township,  Knox  County,  on  which  the 
town  of  Rapatee  is  situated.  In  company  with 
George  Piall,  he  built  the  grain  elevator  in  that 
village,  and  shipi)ed  the  first  car-load  of  grain  from 
'hat  center. 

In  1855  Mr.  Harden  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar 
JIiss  Sarah  A.  Sherman,  a  native  of  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Knoch  and  Alvira  (Dykeman) 
Sherman.  The  first  fifteen  years  of  her  life  were 
spent  in  her  native  county,  and  she  then  became  a 
resident  in  this  State.  She  has  not  only  proved 
herself  an  efficient  helpmate,  but  is  a  wise  and  af- 
fectionate   mother   and    kindly    neighbor.     She  is 


therefore  looked  upon  with  respect,  and  has  inaTiy 
warm  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harden  have  seven 
children,  viz:  William  F.,  Jr.,  John,  Alvira,  Enoch, 
Carrie,  James  and  Theodore.  William  married 
Miss  Hattie  Hart,  and  has  one  cliild,  Floyd,  his 
home  being  on  a  farm  in  Fairview  Township;  Al- 
viia  married  Thomas  Seltzer,  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Knox  county,  and  has  one  child,  Verna;  James  is 
telegraph  operator  for  the  Iowa  Central  Railroad  at 
Rapatee,  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  are 
still  with  their  parents. 

The  first  Presidential  ballot  of  Mr.  Harden  was 
east  for  J.  C.  Fremont,  and  he  has  never  failed 
since  that  time  to  deposit  a  Republican  ticket  on 
election  day.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  School 
Director  and  Trustee,  having  been  the  incumbent 
of  the  latter  eight  years.  His  good  judgment  has 
been  exercised  as  a  juryman,  and  in  the  various 
matters  which  come  before  the  residents  in  the 
vicinity,  he  endeavors  to  take  such  a  part  as  will  he 
for  the  public  good.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  personal 
appearance,  intelligence  and  good  character. 


OSEPH  TAYLOR.  The  lad  who  is  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  begins 
the  battle  of  life  unarmed  but  with  Nature's 
panoply,  is  particularly  worthy  of  the  con- 
sideration of  his  fellow-beings.  It  therefore  affords 
us  pleasure  to  note  the  history  of  Joseph  Taylor 
who  has  won  the  guerdon  of  comfortable  circum- 
stances by  indomitable  energy  and  genuine  pluck, 
coupled  with  faithfulness  to  his  employers  and 
good  judgment  in  conducting  his  own  affaii-s.  For 
fourteen  years  he  has  been  projjrietor  of  a  me.nt- 
marketin  Fairview,  and  has  had  his  full  share  of  the 
patronage  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  vicinitv. 
He  has  now  entered  upon  a  mercantile  career  as  a 
dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  dry-goods  and  notiims. 
Our  suljject  is  a  native  of  Old  England  and  a 
son  of  James  and  Jemima  (Cowp)  Tayhjr  who  hit 
tlieir  native  land  in  1845  to  found  a  home  in 
America.  In  his  own  land  the  father  was  a  weaver 
but  after  his  emigration  he  found  employment  in 
the  lead  mines  of  Galena,  establishing  his  home  at 
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New  Diggings,  Wis.  He  is  still  living  there  and 
is  now  sixty-eight  years  old.  The  mother  died 
November,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
The  family  of  the  worthy  couple  included  eleven 
cliildren,  of  whom  the  following  grew  to  maturity: 
Joseph,  Mar^-  A.,  Elizabeth.  Martha,  Amelia  and 
F;ila.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Jolls.  a  farmer 
living  at  Peoria,  Neb.;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  W. 
H.  Campbell,  a  farmer  near  Rowe,  Ohio;  Amelia  is 
married  and  resides  in  Dakota;  Ella  lives  at  Coun- 
cil Hill  Station,  III. 

Joseph  Taylor  was  born  at  Roachdale,  England, 
November  29,  1844,  and  was  an  infant  nine 
months  old  when  the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic. 
He  was  brought  up  in  the  lead  mines  and  when  of 
sufficient  age  engaged  to  dig  coal  in  this  county  for 
Messrs.  Charles  and  T.  H.Travers.  For  seven  long 
j-ears  he  worked  faithfully  in  the  coal  mines,  sav- 
ing his  money  in  order  to  establish  himself  in  life. 
During  the  year  1871  lie  married,  and  a  few  years 
later  went  to  Blue  Sky  and  operated  -a  farm  a 
twelvemonth.  In  1876  he  established  a  meat-market 
in  Fiiirview  and  is  therefore  the  oldest  butcher  in 
town.  In  1889  he  put  in  a  stock  of  boots  and 
shoes,  and  is  now  (1890)  putting  in  dr^' -goods  and 
notions  in  his  own  store  rooms  adjoining  his  meat- 
market.  The  mental  traits  before  mentioned  as 
potent  factors  in  his  success  arc  backed  by  physi- 
cal strength  and  activity  and  a  pleasant  manner, 
thus  making  it  possible  for  him  to  endure  a  busy 
life  and  gain  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  those 
about  him. 

The  ladj'  whom  Mr.  Taylor  won  for  his  wife  was 
Miss  Mina  Beahm,  daughter  of  George  .and  Mar- 
garet Beahm.  She  is  a  worthy  woman,  who  pru- 
dently manages  the  household  affairs,  and  has 
earnestly  endeavored  to  do  her  duty  by  her  family 
and  be  to  those  about  her  a  kind  friend  and  neigh- 
bor. She  is  the  mother  of  three  children — Law- 
rence D.,  Pearl  and  Eula.  The  son,  a  j'outh  of 
seventeen  years,  has  an  excellent  reputation  for  his 
good  principles  and  the  business  ability  he  is  man- 
ifesting as  his  father's  assistant  in  the  store. 

The  office  of  Const:ible  of  Fairview  Township 
has  been  held  by  Mr.  Taylor  with  credit  to  himself 
and  his  constituents  twelve  years.  He  has  also 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Cil}'  Board.     In  polities 


he  is  independent,  casting  his  vote  for  the  man 
whom  he  considers  most  worthy,  rather  than  in 
support  of  any  party  dogma.  He  is  quite  promi- 
nent in  fraternity  circles,  being  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  orders  and  of  Camp  No. 
222,  Modern  Woodmen.  His  reputation  is  well 
established  throughout  the  large  circle  ofhis  ac- 
quaintances. 


^|^:RANK  M.  fisher,  a  butcher  at  Middle 
t^'i  Grove,  and  ex-Postmaster  of  that  village, 
/1\  "^  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  de- 
velopment from  its  foundation.  His  was  the  third 
house  built  in  the  village,  and  is  the  most  attractive 
residence  therein.  Mr.  Fisher  is  a  man  of  sterling 
worth,  honest  and  honorable,  intelligent,  and  of 
good  judgment,  and  is  justly  classed  among  the 
representative  citizens  of  the  county,  and  the  most 
influential  young  men  of  his  township. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  born  at  AVest  Newton,  Westmore- 
land County,  Pa.,  November  19,  185(>,  and  w.as  but 
a  boy  of  five  years  when  the  family  came  to  the 
Mississippi  Valle}'.  His  father,  with  his  family-, 
his  tool  chest  and  other  worldlj'  effects,  sailed  down 
the  Ohio  River  to  its  mouth,  then  up  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Illinois  to  Copperas  Creek,  where  he 
landed  May  11,  4855.  A  settlement  was  made  in 
Young  Hickory  Township,  where  our  subject  grew 
to  maturity,  acquiring  such  an  education  as  the 
township  schools  made  possible.  His  father  being 
a  hard-working,  industrious  man,  taught  his  sons 
the  value  of  pr.actical  and  applied  industry,  while 
they  were  yet  in  tender  years. 

Our  subject  learned  the  details  of  farm  work  at 
an  early  age,  and  also  became  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  the  plane,  saw,  hammer,  compass  and  square, 
being  of  a  naturally  ingenious  turn  of  mind,  a  trait 
undoubted'3-  inherited.  He  had  the  carpenter's 
trade  thoroughly  learned  before  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  February  11,  1875.  His  bride  was  Miss 
Lydia  Louisa  Swigart,  a  native  of  Fairview  Town- 
ship. She  had  such  educational  advantages  as  the 
public  schools  of  the  township  afforded,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  her  mental  training,  was  well-schooled  in 
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the   i)rinci|)le.s  and   practice  of  true  courtesy,  mak-   | 
ing  tlie  terra  '-gentle woman"  one  specially  ap|)lica- 
ble  to  her. 

Tbo  parents  of  Mrs.  Fisher  are  John  and  Mary 
(Tipton)  Sv'igart,  who  are  now  living  on  a  farm  in 
Young  Hickory  Township,  the  father  being  sixtj- 
five,  and  the  mother  sixty-six  years  of  age.  The 
former  was  boi^n  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and  the 
latter  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Swigart  is 
a  near  relative  of  Judge  Tipton,  of  Bloomington. 
Tlie  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swigart  consists  of 
nine  children,  the  wife  of  our  subject  being  the 
fourth  in  order  of  hirth.  The  oldest  son,  Jerry,  is 
a  merchant  in  Missouri;  William,  a  farmer  in  Farm- 
ington  Township;  Lydia  Louisa,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Samuel  lives  in  Chicago,  being  general  agent 
for  Andrews  &  Co.'s  School  Supply  Company; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  William  Gardner,  of  Harper, 
Kan.;  Frank  lives  on  a  farm  in  Fairview  Town- 
ship; George  is  a  traveling  salesman;  Annie  is  the 
«ifeof  G us  Taylor,  a  faimer  of  Knox  County; 
liiUe  married  Fred  Voorhees,  and  lives  on  ^  farm 
near  Fairview.  Mr.  Swigart  owns  two  farms,  one 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Young 
Hickory  Township,  and  the  other  of  the  same 
amount  in  Fairview  Township.  He  has  made  his 
home  on  each  of  these  tracts. 

In  1883  the  village  of  Middle  Grove  was  in  its 
incipiency,  and  known  as  Claire.  It  had  been  so 
named  in  honor  of  the  daughter  of  Superintendent 
Phelps  of  the  Iowa  Central  Railroad.  The  name 
was  changeil  in  1889.  It  was  during  the  year  first 
mentioned  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  took  up  their 
residence  here,  and  two  years  later  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  storekceping.  On  account  of  failing  health, 
he  gave  up  the  business,  and  in  1890  sold  out  his 
interests  to  Hoxworth  &  Son.  His  health  having 
greatly  improved,  he  opened  a  butcher  shop  during 
the  same  year,  and  has  a  good  trade  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  appointed  Postmaster  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  in  1884,  and  held  the  office  until 
1890,  when  he  resigned.  He  has  been  School  Trus- 
tee three  years,  and  served  in  the  position  of  Town- 
ship Collector  one  year.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
now  identified  with  the  congregation  at  Middle 
Grove,    in    which    Mr.   Fisher   holds  the  office  of 


Trustee.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  Sunday-school 
work,  and  his  own  consistent  life  adds  weight  to 
his  words  of  counsel.  He  exercises  the  elective 
franchise  in  behalf  of  Ihe  Democratic  candidates, 
and  finds  a  measure  of  social  enjoyment  in  the 
lodge  of  the  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Fisher  is  one  in  a  family  of  eleven  childien 
born  to  his  parents,  of  whom  nine  reached  mature 
ye.nrs.  Their  record  is  as  follows:  Christopher  P., 
a  farmer,  lives  in  Butler  County,  Neb.;  Joseph  W. 
resides  in  Middle  Grove,  and  is  the  subject  of  a 
biographical  sketch  included  in  this  Alhum;  Daniel 
M.,  a  carpenter  and  machinist,  lives  in  Peoria; 'Ed- 
ward J.,  a  prominent  attorney  at  Harper,  Kan.,  has 
for  several  years  been  States  Attorne}'  for  Harper 
County;  Jane  E.  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Fulmer,  a  far- 
mer in  Fairview  Township;  Homer  C.  is  a  car()en- 
ter  and  builder  living  in  Middle  Grove;  Laura  K. 
is  the  wife  of  Luther  C.  Barlow,  one  of  the  leading 
teachers  of  the  county,  whose  home  is  in  Canton; 
AVilliam,  a  twin  brother  of  our  subject,  died  in  his 
eighteenth  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  have  six 
children,  as  follows:  Colin  R.,  Charles  W.,  Myrtle 
L.,  Neal  R.,  Roscoe  Y.,  and  Lela  Maude,  all  at 
home  with  their  parents. 


-^-^ 


J^OHN- DOUGLASS  owns  and  occupies  a  most 
excellent  farm  on  sections  16,  17  and  28. 
j  Lee  Township.  The  estate  consists  of  two 
'  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  which  has  been 
well  improved  and  ranks  among  the  best  in  the 
township.  Eighty  acres  have  been  entirely  de- 
veloped by  our  subject,  and  nearly  the  entire 
acreage  is  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Douglass  is  a 
general  farmer,  always  keeping  good  stock  on  hand 
and  raising  crops  equal  in  quality  to  any  produced 
in  the  county.  The  family  dwelling  is  a  commodi- 
ous frame  house,  presenting  to  the  passer-by  an  ap- 
pearance of  great  comfort  and  homelikeness.  It  was 
erected  in  1875,  very  soon  after  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  old  home.  The  lumber  for  the  new 
house  was  on  the  ground  within  a  few  days  after 
the  conflagration,  and  the  l)uilding  was  pushed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.     The  insurance   on 
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the  Orst  dwelling  had  run  out  a  short  time  before  it 
burned,  and  the  owner  therefore  sustained  a  con- 
siderable loss. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  the  father,  Samuel  Douglass,  in 
Ohio.  In  the  same  State  Miss  Sally  Shoff,  who  was 
of  Dutch  descent,  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light, 
grew  to  womanhood  and  married  Samuel  Douglass. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Douglass  occurred  in  1840,  when 
our  subject  was  about  five  years  old.  The  father 
came  to  this  county  in  1853,  but  in  a  short  time 
went  into  Peoria  County  where  he  sojourned  about 
a  year.  Returning  hither  he  located  on  section  9, 
Lee  Township,  but  four  years  later  removed  to 
Prairie  City,  McDonougli  County,  where  he  died 
in   1858. 

Our  subject  is  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  and  was  born  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio, 
March  12,  1835.  He  accompanied  his  father  to 
this  State,  although  be  had  been  working  for  him- 
self since  the  age  of  about  thirLeen  years.  He  had 
been  emplo^'ed  by  the  year  and  had  spent  about 
three  months  out  of  each  twelve  in  attending  the 
district  schools.  He  worked  one  year  at  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter.  Tlie  young  man  continued  his  ef- 
forts to  gain  a  comfortable  maintenance,  and  when 
about  twenty-five  years  old  felt  justified  in  taking 
a  companion.  Immediately  after  that  happy  event 
he  took  possession  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
lives,  renting  about  seven  years,  and  then  becoming 
its  owner. 

The  lad3'  who  has  shared  in  the  fortunes  of  Mr. 
Douglass  since  December  27,  1860,  was  previousi}' 
known  as  Mrs.  Miirtha  E.  Peirsal,  and  had  by 
that  marriage  one  son — Willard  G.  Peirsal.  She  is 
a  woman  of  fine  character,  worthy  of  the  esteem  in 
wiiich  she  is  held.  She  was  born  at  Gouverneur, 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  18^9,  being 
the  first-born  of  the  seven  children  of  Williard  and 
Ruth  15.  (Moore)  Guernsey.  Both  her  parents 
were  born  in  Windham  County,  Vt.,  and  they  were 
manird  in  that  State  April  3,  1828.  The  father 
died  OcIoIkm-  5,  1873,  and  the  mother  November  4, 
1877. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglass  has  been 
blessed  to  Ihem  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  of 
whom    the    following  survive:     llortense  E.,  now 


the  wife  of  Charles  F.  Frederick,  living  in  Young 
Hickorj'  Township;  Judson  A.,  who  is  still  living 
with  his  parents;  Alysia  P.,  wife  of  John  Kutchler, 
living  in  Union  Township;  DeWitt  B.,  who  is  still 
at  home.  The  deceased  are  twins,  one  of  whom 
died  in  early  infancy  and  the  other  when  two  years 
old;  and  a  son,  John  G.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  days. 

Mr.  Douglass  is  a  life-long  Republican.  He  is 
now  School  Director,  while  his  wife  is  filling  her 
second  terra  as  Township  Treasurer,  being  the  only 
woman  holding  such  a  position  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Douglass  is  a  member  of  the  Anti  Horse-Thief  So- 
ciety. Mrs.  Douglass  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


AMUEL  WARNER.  The  simple  record 
of  an  honorable  life  is  the  best  monument 
that  can  be  reared  to  any  citizen,  and  we 
shall  therefore  not  attempt  to  enlarge  upon 
the  history  of  tlio  gentleman  above  named,  who  is 
one  of  Waterfftrd  Township's  most  reputable  resi- 
dents. He  was  b(;rn  in  Darby  Township,  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  November  6,  1816,  in  an  old  log 
cabin,  when  there  was  not  a  frame  house  in  the 
township.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  at- 
temled  school  in  the  primitive  log  cabin  of  the 
time,  paying  from  $2  to  §3  per  term  for  his  tuition. 
He  sat  upon  a  slab  bench  with  pins  inserted  for 
legs,  did  his  writing  exercise  on  a  slab  table  which 
extended  around  the  wall,  and  often  experienced 
tlie  sensation  of  having  one  side  of  his  body  well 
heated  by  the  roaring  fire  in  the  fireplace,  while  the 
other  side  was  cooled  by  the  breeze  that  penetrated 
the  crevices  in  the  walls.  He  was  taught  reading, 
writing,  and  spelling,  with  the  fundamental  rules 
of  arithmetic.  Those  were  the  days  when  the 
teacher  boarded  round  in  the  homes  of  the  various 
patrons,  and  free  schools  were  not  yet. 

Mr.  Warner  worked  on  the  farm  summers,  at- 
tending school  in  the  winter  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  and  after  his  father's  death,  which  occur- 
red when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  he  helped  sup- 
port the  family  for  two  years.  He  then  worked 
out  by  the  month  the  year  round  except  in  sugar- 
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making  time,  when  he  operated  a  grove  of  fifty 
acres  wliicli  he  owned.  In  September,  1848.  lie 
(jaine  to  this  State,  making  the  trip  on  the  Oliio 
Kiver  from  Cincinnati  to  its  mouth,  tlien  up  the 
Mississippi  and  Illinois  to  Liverpool,  this  county. 
He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  about  eighteen  months 
after  his  arrival,  then  with  a  brother  bought  and 
settled  on  two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  section  1, 
Watcrford  Township.  The  land  w.as  heavily  tim- 
bered, but  they  cleared  nearly  all  of  it.  They  also 
built  a  sawmill  which  they  operated  until  all  the 
heavy  timber  of  the  vicinity  was  worked  up.  Af- 
ter the  land  was  cleared,  it  was  placed. under  culti- 
vation, and  Mr.  Warner  has  conlinueil  to  raise 
crops  and  stock  thereon. 

During  the  year  1850,  Mr.  Warner  was  united  in    i 
marriage  with  Miss  Isabel  Hezlet,  a  native  of  Penn-    ' 
sylvania.  with   whom   he   lived  happily   until   her 
death.    February    22,   1873.     She  was  then  about 
fifty-five  years  old.     She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  an  efficient,  loving  com-    ] 
panion,  and  a  wise,  devoted  mother.     Mr.  Warner   i 
has  never  remarried,  but  having   rented    his   farm, 
makes    his   home    with    the    tenant.     He    has  one    \ 
daughter,  Chloe  Belle,  who  was  born  June  21,  I860,    | 
was  graduated  from   the    Lewlstown  High  School,    j 
and  married  James  Hull,  a  prominent  physician  of 
Sciota,  iMcDonough  County.    Mr.  Warner  has  been 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  and  is  a  reliable,  faithful  member. 
Politically,  he   is  a    Republican,  and  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  fellow-    i 
citizens  in  several  of  the  township  offices. 

Grandfather  Warner  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
upon  coming  to  America,  settled  in  Massachusetts. 
There  Charles  Warner,  the  father    of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared,  removing  to  Ohio  about  the 
year  1800.     He  made  the  trip  with  a  team,  and  was 
one  of  the   first  settlers  in  the  new   State.     Deer, 
bear,  and  wolves  were  numerous  there  at  the  time, 
and  even  in  the  boyhood  of  our  subject  they  were 
still  to  be  seen.     Mr.  Warner  took  up  a  tract  of   I 
military  land,    partly    timber    and    partly   prairie,    t 
erected  a  log  cabin,  cleared    his   land,   farmed  and 
carried  on  the  dairy  business.     He  kept  about  forty    ] 
cows,  hauled   his  cheese  and    butter  to  Kentucky    I 
and  sold  it  to  the  planters.     He  had  a  farm  of  two    ' 


hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  carried  on  agricul- 
tural operations  that  were  very  extensive  for  that 
period.  He  died  of  bilious  fever  at  the  age  of 
forty  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Chloe  Johnson,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  between  New  Haven 
and  Hartford.  She  was  a  Presbyterian  in  religious 
belief,  and  a  member  of  that  church  at  the  time  of 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  Ohio  in  her  ninety- 
fourth  year.  To  her  and  her  husband  five  children 
were  born,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  although 
our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  living.  His  broth- 
ers and  sisters  were  p;iiza,  David,  Isaac,  and  Mrs. 
Emcline  Dart. 


^^^^EORGE  E.  LINDZEY.  How  frequently  is 
fij  (— ,  it  the  case  that  natural  ability  and  energy 
%J^1  combined  accomplish  truly  wonderful  re- 
sults, raising  a  man  from  the  obscurity  of  poverty 
to  the  importance  and  publicity  that  great  wealth 
brings.  Truly,  what  are  called  self-made  men 
are  usually  those  that  occupy  the  highest  positions 
both  in  n.itional  and  State  affairs,  and  reach  higher 
positions  in  the  commercial  world  than  those  whose 
childhood  was  surrounded  by  every  opportunity. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  commenced  life  with 
virtiiallj-  nothing, so  far  as  finances  go;  and  has  by 
dint  of  good  judgment,  pleasing  address  and  en- 
ergy, amassed  quite  a  comfortable  fortune.  At  this 
writing  he  has  retired  from  active  participation  in 
toilsome  labor,  and  passes  his  days  at  his  handsome 
residence  on  Main  Street,  in  Farmington.  His 
health  is  poor-  indeed,  and  it  was  partially  for  this 
reason  that  he  concluded  to  settle  in  this  city,  hop- 
ing the  pure  atmosphere  and  pleasant  society  found 
here  would  benefit  him. 

Mr.  Lindzey  was  born  in  Worcester  County, 
Mass.,  and  his  natal  day  fell  upon  February  12, 
1843.  His  earliest  recollections  are  of  Greenville, 
a  little  cotton  manufacturing  village  about  ten 
miles  from  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  attended 
school  for  a  time.  However,  the  greater  part  of 
his  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools 
of   Fairview    Township,  Fulton    County,  to  which 
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his  parents  came  years  ago,  and  mucli  ofhis  youth 
was  spent  on  a  farm.  Having  determined  to  fol- 
low agriculture  he  became  in  time  an  extensive  op- 
erator, and  still  owns  a  Bne  farm  in  Knox  County, 
that  he  improved,  placing  upon  it  excellent  build- 
ings, including  a  cozy  dwelling.  He  has  been  much 
interested  in  breeding  stock,  and  his  droves  of  Po- 
land-China hogs  and  herds  of  Short-horn  cattle  are 
unsurpassed.  In  equines,  of  which  he  is  an  ardent 
admirer  and  an  excellent  judge,  his  choice  was 
Normans  and  Cleveland  Bays,  bolii  of  which  were 
raised  upon  his  farm. 

Our  subject's  father — William  Lindzey — was  an 
Englishman  by  birth  and  education,  and  for  many 
years  after  reaching  manhood  worked  in  the  cotton 
and  woolen  manufactories  in  bis  native  land. 
After  coming  to  the  United  States,  he  continued  his 
work  in  similar  establishments,  moving  from  place 
to  place  in  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  removed  from  the 
latter  State  to  Illinois,  making  the  trip  by  boat  and 
rail  to  New  York  City,  thence  on  the  Hudson 
River  and  Erie  Canal,  and  finally  by  way  of  the 
Great  Lakes,  Illinois  Canal  and  Illinois  River  to 
the  mouth  of  Copperas  Creek.  After  landing  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Fairview  Township,  Fulton  County,  and  b}'  in- 
dustrj'  became  quite  well-to-do.  He  subsequently 
removed  to  Yates  Citj',  Knox  County,  where  he 
also  owned  real  estate. 

William  Lindzey  was  married  in  P^inglaiid  to  Miss 
Hannah  Dix  and  tliree  of  their  children  were  born 
in  the  mother  country.  The  household  band  was 
made  up  of  ten  sons  and  daughters — John,  Caro- 
line, Emma,  Matilda,  Harriet,  Hannah,  James, 
George  and  two  wiio  died  while  young.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  1876  after  he  had  passed  his  seventy- 
second  birthday,  and  the  mother  breathed  her  last 
at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  Knox  County,  when 
sixty-eight  years  old.  Both  were  professors  of  re- 
ligion,  holding  membership  in  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
list  Church.  A  devoted  Christian,  the  father  took 
great  interest  in  the  duties  pertaining  to  Christian 
work,  and  Ijcing  of  a  retiring  nature,  paid  little  at- 
tention to  political  honors. 

George  Lindzey,  our  subject,  was  married  De- 
cember 2,  1880,  to  Miss  Martha  Williams,  of  Hills, 


borough,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Addison  and  Margaret 
(Noble)  Williams.  This  lady  was  born  in  High- 
land County,  Ohio,  and  being  left  motherless  when 
young  was  eared  for  by  her  paternal  grandparents. 
After  their  demise  she  went  to  live  with  an  aunt, 
Mrs.  Carolina  Rogers,  and  grew  to  womanhood  in 
the  State  of  her  nativity.  While  on  a  visit  to 
friends  in  Moultrie,  this  State,  she  met  at  Fairview 
the  gentleman  to  whom  she  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage. She  is  dowered  with  good  looks,  good  na- 
ture and  estimable  mental  and  moral  qualities, 
and  in   addition  possesses  skill  in  housewifely  arts. 

Mrs.  Lindzey's  gramlfather,  Daniel  Williams, 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  but  emigrated  to 
Ohio  at  an  early  date;  he  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. His  son  Addison  was  born  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  that  State  married.  Soon 
after  the  loss  of  his  beloved  companion,  which  oc- 
curred in  1850,  at  tiie  early  age  of  thirty-two  years, 
Addison  Williams  went  to  Iowa  but  soon  removed 
to  Indiana  where  he  made  a  second  marriage.  From 
that  State  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  and  after 
serving  many  long  months  was  wonnded  at  Rich- 
mond, taken  prisoner,  and  allowed  to  languish 
aw.ay  and  die  in  Andersonville  in  the  spring  of  the 
3ear  that  witnessed  the  restoration  of  peace  to  our 
country'. 

Mrs.  Lindzey  is  one  of  a  family  of  five  children 
and  she  and  a  brother — lohn  N. — are  the  only 
survivors.  Three  of  the  brothers  were  participants 
in  ttie  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Jolin  being  a 
member  of  the  cavalry  forces  from  Ohio.  He 
served  three  years,  then  veteranized.  He  iz  now 
living  at  Decatur,  this  State,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  electric  light  works  of  that  city,  being  an  ex- 
pert carpenter  and  mechanic.  His  wife  was  known 
in  her  girlhoo<l  as  Miss  Martha  Lynn,  and  was  a 
resident  of  Sullivan,  Moultrie  County. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  never  been  blessed 
with  children.  They  are  both  exceedingly  popular 
in  the  comraunitj-  in  which  they  reside,  and  posses- 
sing all  the  comforts  of  life  watch  the  jears  glide 
swiftly  by.  They  settled  in  Farmington  in  1890, 
taking  possession  of  the  residence  they  had  built 
during  the  preceding  year.  Mr.  Lindzey  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1864,  and  is  still  a  strong  sup[)orter  of  the  Repub- 
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)ican  party.  He  is  generally  respected  for  his 
strict  integrity  and  liigii  sense  of  honor  both  in  the 
great  and  small  affairs  of  life.  Mrs.  Lindzey  be- 
longs to  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  she 
united  in  Vienna,  Ohio,  in  1868,  while  in  her  girl- 
hood. 

To  such  men  as  our  subject  the  United  States 
owes  her  present  enviable  reputation  in  conioiercial 
circles — men  who,  not  afraid  of  personal  hardship 
and  the  trials  that  in  an  active  career  without  finan- 
cial assistance  only  too  naturally  come  to  each 
life,  are  strong  and  brave  enough  to  carry  out 
Hamlet's  advice,  and  "by  opposing  troubles,  end 
them." 


<^..^»^ i-^^t 


jjP^  PENCER  CONE.  Perhaps  no  man  now 
^^^  living  in  Farmington  Township  has  been 
lu/^  more  intimately  connected  with  its  progress 
than  the  gentleman  above  named,  and  cer- 
tainly no  family  stands  higher  in  the  annals  of  this 
region  than  that  of  which  he  is  a  worth}'  representa 
live.  Of  an  old  E^nglish  family  which  became 
represented  in  America  during  Colonial  days,  and 
for  several  generations  was  identified  with  all~that 
was  most  worthy  in  New  England,  Mr.  Cone  of  this 
notice  could  scarcely  fail  to  continue  in  the  line  of 
advancement  which  is  his  by  inheritance.  Before 
entering  upon  an  account  of  his  connection  with 
the  development  of  Farmington  it  will  not  be  amiss 
to  devote  some  brief  paragraphs  to  the  life  and  la- 
bors of  his  respcctel  father. 

When  members  of  the  Cone  family  emigrated 
from  England,  Haddam,  Conn.,  was  chosen  as  their 
horae,  and  continued  to  be  the  center  of  the  family 
influence  several  hundred  years.  Joseph  Cone,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  horn  there  and  reared 
amid  all  the  influences  which  pertain  to  an  old  New 
England  settlement.  He  became  a  blacksmith, 
farmer  and  merchant,  gaining  considerable  wealth 
in  pursuit  of  the  latter  calling  and  was  led  to  invest 


in  Western  lands, visiting  Illinois  in  1 832  for  the  pur- 
pose of  viewing  |jro|)erty  for  which  he  had  traded. 
He  made  a  second  visit  prior  to  1834,  at  which  time 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  what  was  then  known 
as  Marchants'  Settlement,  in  this  county.  After  hav- 
ing reached  Cleveland,  Ohio,  passing  through  the 
Empire  State  on  the  Erie  Canal,  the  family  jour- 
neyed to  Portsmouth  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  comple- 
ting their  travels  by  means  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi 
and  Illinois  Rivers,  and  reaching  their  destination 
on  the  1st  of  June,  having  been  one  month  on  the 
way. 

In  Connecticut  Mr.  Cone  was  rated  as  a  very 
wealthy  man,  and  became  the  owner  of  large 
landed  estates.  The  year  of  his  arrival  in  Fulton 
County  he,  in  connection  with  Hiram  Palmer  and 
Squire  George  W.  Little,  laid  out  the  village  of 
Farmington.  Sharp  and  shrewd  in  business,  he  was 
yet  most  generous  and  public-spirited,  and  liberally 
gave  for  the  good  of  the  citj'  which  owes  to  him 
much  of  the  honor  of  being  the  third  in  Fulton 
County.  Great  credit  is  due  him  also  for  the  high 
standard  of  morality  here,  as  he  not  only  contrib- 
uted very  liberally  to  the  building  and  support  of 
the  churches  and  all  elevating  enterprises,  but  he 
would  never  sell  lots  to  persons  of  questionable 
or  bad  character.  To  such  a  stand  on  the  part  of 
its  founders  is  due  the  fact  that  Farmington  to-day 
has  the  finest  class  of  citizens  to  be  found  anywhere 
in  the  State.  Mr.  Cone  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
temperance  and  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

A  desire  that  Mr.  Cone  had  much  at  heart  was  to 
see  trains  running  into  Farmington,  and  to  that  end 
he  gave  liberal  donations  and  exerted  all  his  per- 
sonal influence.  Like  Moses  of  old,  who  was  de- 
nied admission  to  the  Promised  Land,  whose  glory 
he  could  only  see  from  afar  off,  after  having  done 
all  that  he  could  to  aid  in  the  building  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  on  which  he 
was  promised  a  life  pass,  he  died  ere  the  road  was 
completed.  Two  of  the  personal  characteristics  of 
Mr.  Cone  were  the  pride  which  he  took  in  driving 
fast  horses  and  in  wearing  fancy  velvet  vests.  He 
was  related  to  Gien.  Cone  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
an  intimate  personal  friend  of  Gen.  Washington. 

The  wife  of  Joseph  Cone  was  Elizabeth  Candee, 
whose   parentiil    family   was  a  leading  one    in  Cou- 
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Tiecticul.  I\[rs.  Cone  wns  one  in  a  family  of  twelve 
children  whose  average  age  was  eighty-one  years. 
.She  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  only,  while 
Mr.  Cone  was  eighty-two  when  called  hence.  They 
had  six  sons  who  grew  to  maturity,  and  who  are 
named  respectively  Henry,  .Joseph,  Spencer.  David 
C,  George  W.,  and  Charles. 

Spencer  Cone,  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  horn 
September  21,  1815,  in  Harwinton,  Conn.,  passing 
his  childhood  and  youth  in  his  native  place,  where 
his  brothers  wore  also  brought  up.  He  first  at- 
tended the  (iistrict  schools,  but  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
entered  the  Harwinton  Academy,  a  fine  institution 
incorporated  under  the  biws  o^  the  State,  of  which 
his  father  was  one  of  the  builders.  Young  Cone 
completed  the  course  of  study,  paying  particular 
attention  to  surveying  and  mathematic.«.  When 
Farmington  was  platted  Jie,  lieing  then  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years,  helped  to  make  the  survey.  When 
the  removal  to  Illinois  was  made  he  realized  the 
great  change  from  one  of  the  educational  centers  of 
Connecticut  to  the  wilds  of  the  Prairie  State,  where 
white  settlors  were  still  few  and  Indians  camps  yet 
to  be  seen.  The  change  was  particularly  irksome 
to  him,  as  he  cnred  much  more  for  study  than  for 
hunting,  which  way  the  usual  recreation  on  the 
frontier. 

As  early  as  ISIO  our  subject  conceived  the  idea 
of  studying  law.-  and  securing  as  his  director  H.  S. 
Austin,  a  practicing  attorney  of  Chicago,  now 
eighty  years  of  age,  he  carefully  perused  the  works 
of  Blackstone,  Kent,  Stephen  and  other  legal 
writers.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Illinois  at 
Springfield  in  1841,  and  to  the  Federal  Courts  the 
same  year.  In  1843  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  practic- 
ing at  Eacine  until  1846,  when  on  account  of  sick- 
itess  in  the  family  he  returned  to  this  county.  Mr. 
Cone  was  quite  successful  in  the  law,  both  in  repu- 
tation and  finances.  He  had  a  valuable  farm  to 
which  he  came  in  accordance  with  h's  wife's  wishes, 
turning  his  attention  to  the  peaceful  arts  of  agri- 
culture, in  which  likewise  he  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successful.  He  now  owns  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Farmington  Township  and  the 
adjoining  township  in  Knox  Coui'ty,  holding  also 
some  valuable  city  property  in  Seattle,  Wash. 

In  1839  Mr.  Cone  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss 


Julia  .Sloan,  then  of  Farmington,  hut  a  native  of 
Sloansville,  Schoharie  Countj%  N.  Y.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Nellie  (Brigham)  Sloan, 
representing  two  prominent  New  England  families, 
and  her  father  was  the  founder  of  Sloansville.  She 
came  to  Illinois  with  her  parents,  settling  in  Farm- 
ington in  1838.  She  had  two  brothers  and  one 
sister,  named  respectively,  Walter  B.,  William  P. 
and  Mary  R.  Mrs.  Cone  has  been  an  invalid  during 
nearly  the  entire  period  of  her  married  life,  but 
ill-health  has  not  made  her  morose,  uncharitable,  or 
taken  from  her  her  interest  in  the  affairs  of  human- 
it}'.  On  the  contrar}'  she  is  deeply  interested,  not 
only  in  the  welfare  of  her  own  family,  but  in  that 
of  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  county,  and  her  hus- 
band finds  in  her  a  most  sympathizing  friend  in  all 
the  good  works  in  which  he  bears  a  part. 
.  The  family  of  Mr.  aiid  Mrs.  Cone  comprises  four 
children — Joseph  C,  Spencer  S.,  Lizzie  C.  and 
William  B.  The  oldest  son  was  a  Union  soldier 
during  the  late  war,  serving  three  years  in  Company 
C,  One  hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry;  he  is 
now  a  photographer  in  Farmington;  he  married 
Maria  Union  and  their  family  consists  of  three 
children — John,  Cora  B.  and  Frank.  Spencer,  who 
married  Ararainta  Kerr,  is  an  attorney  and  real 
estate  operator  in  Gilman;  he  is  now  being  can- 
vassed for  Count}'  Judge  with  a  strong  probability 
of  his  election.  He  has  two  children — Willie  and 
Roy.  The  only  daughter  of  our  subject  married 
William  H.  Widener,  formerly  a  merchant  in 
Farmington,  who  still  makes  his  home  in  that  city. 
The  family  includes  William,  Julia  and  Harry. 
William  B.,  the  youngest  son  of  our  subject,  resides 
in  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  real  estate 
transactions;  his  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Angie 
Chapman. 

In  various  public  capacities  Mr.  Cone  has  ad- 
vanced the  interests  of  his  fellow-men.  He  was  the 
first  School  Treasurer  of  Farmington  Township, 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  Deputy- 
County  Surveyor  in  1838-39.  Under  the  old  bank- 
ruptcy law  of  1840  he  was  Assignee  of  Bankruptcy, 
all  the  cases  in  the  county  going  through  his  hands. 
He  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest  in  educational 
matters,  serving  on  the  Board  of  Education  at 
Racine,  Wis.,  and  in  every  way  possible  advnncing 
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the  standard  of  proficiency.  He  is  strictly  a  tem- 
perance man.  although  not  a  member  of  the  Pro- 
hibition l>aity.  He  does  all  that  lie  can  to  elevate 
the  moral  standard  of  family,  home,  State  and 
church,  as  well  as  to  make  his  own  example  cor- 
respond with  the  principles  of  truth  and  justice. 
His  vote  is  cast  with  the  Republican  party  in  these 
latter  days,  altiiough  he  was  originally  a  Whig.  He 
voted  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in  1836  and 
1840  and  graphically  describes  the  hard  cider  cam- 
paign. Ho  enjoyed  the  personal  acquaintance  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  Stephen  A.Douglas,  with 
the  former  of  whom  he  agreed  regarding  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery. 

Mr.  Cone  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  which  he  has  served  as  a  Deacon  for 
several  years.  He  assisted  in  building  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Farmington.  and  like 
other  members  of  his  family  is  one  of  the  first  to 
contribute  to  public  enterprises.  He  donated  lib- 
erally toward  the  building  of  the  Chicigo,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy,  and  the  Iowa  Central  Railroad. 
Farmington  Park  was  a  donation  to  the  city  from 
his  father. 

In  connection  with  this  personal  sketcli,  we 
present  elsewhere  in  this  volume  a  lithographic  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Cone.  Long  after  he  shall  have  passed 
to  that  ''  bourne  from  which  no  traveler  returns" 
his  manly  character  and  useful  life  will  exert  an 
influence  over  all  who  knew  him  or  learn  the  record 
of  his  life. 


o*o.-(C)y^<^-^:c*o.. 


m. 


OHN  F.  FILLINGHAM.  Whatever  the 
natural  resources  of  a  count}',  or  its  busi- 
ness facilities,  still  the  history  must  depend 
chiefly  upon  the  men  who  have  resided  there 
and  by  their  energy  and  ability  have  added  greatly 
to  the  natural  attractions  and  wealth.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  figures  prominently  among  such  men, 
the  seat  of  his  labors  being  the  city  of  Canton, 
where  he  carries  on  a  saw-mill  and  from  whence  he 
visits  the  farm  lands  with  a  threshing  machine. 

Mr.  Fillingham  was  born  in  Norfolk,  England 
December   16,    1842,  being    the  son   of  John  and 


Mary  (Fuller)  BMUingham.  The  father  came  to 
Canton,  III.,  on  November  4,  1854,  bringing  all  his 
family  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest  son,  who 
joined  them  three  years  later.  They  engaged  in 
farming  in  Banner  Township,  Fulton  County,  con- 
tinuing to  devote  their  attention  to  this  occupation 
until  the  death  of  the  parents,  who  reached  a  ripe 
old  age,  being  seventy -seven  and  seventy-five  years 
respectively.  They  had  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy  and  six  lived  to  maturity. 
Of  these  Edmund  was  the  eldest;  he  was  a  marine 
engineer  through  the  entire  course  of  his  life. 
Elizabeth,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  James 
Emery  of  Dillon,  Neb.;  Jane,  who  died  in  1856, 
was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Thompson;  James  is  now 
deceased  and  so  also  is  Mary,  Mrs.  Baker;  John  F. 
is  the  youngest. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  hardly  twelve  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  Carton  with  his  parents, 
and  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  up  to  the 
present  date  (1890),  being  brought  up  on  a  farm 
and  only  obtaining  a  limited  education.  During 
his  youth,  however,  he  learned  to  love  the  country 
of  their  adoption  and  to  feel  an  interest  in  its  in- 
stitutions so  deep  as  to  lead  him  to  join  others  in 
defending  the  flag  when  traitor  hands  would  rend 
it.  On  August  -24,  i861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  which  company 
he  marched  to  Springfield,  where  they  were  drilled 
and  armed — the  regiment  furnishing  their  own 
horses.  Going  to  Cairo  they  spent  a  few  days 
there,  then  continued  on  to  Bird's  Point,  Mo., 
where  they  met  with  their  first  misfortune,  having 
four  men  on  patrol  shot  by  guerrillas. 

The  next  move  of  the  company  was  to  Cape 
Girardeau,  where  they  did  scouting  and  guard 
duty  for  a  while,  then  went  to  join  in  the  advance 
of  Pope's  army  to  New  Madrid,  having  an  encoun- 
ter with  Jeff  Thompson  at  Sykestown.  They  be- 
seiged  New  Madrid,  forced  the  evacuation  of  the 
city  during  a  dark,  stormy  night  when  the  retreat- 
ing forces  left  all  their  ammunition  and  other  stores. 
They  next  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Island  No. 
10,  where  the  regiment  took  many  prisoners. 
Transferred  to  Pittsburg  Landing  as  a  re-enforce- 
ment, they  bore  a  hand  in  several  battles  around 
Corinth  and  in  the  siege  nf  that  city.     At  Farm- 
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ington  they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Major  Ai)- 
pleton.  After  fighting  at  Tuscumbia  Creek,  and 
Boonevillc,  Miss.,  the  bojs  marched  to  Rieiiza, 
and  went  into  cam  p. 

We  next  find  the  body  to  which  Mr.  Fillingham 
belonged  guarding  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad  at  Courtland,  Ala.,  and  later  at  Russel- 
ville.  There  our  subject  was  taken  sick,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  for  him  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital 
at  New  Madrid,  whence  he  was  sent,  to  Corinth  and 
a  few  days  later  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  Upon  his  recovery  in  April,  1863,  he  rejoined 
the  regiment  at  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  where  it  was 
encamped  previous  to  the  Grieison  raid.  Subse- 
quent to  that  event  they  again  guarded  a  railroad 
and  had  a  severe  fight  at  Moscow,  and  on  Christ- 
mas were  surrounded  near  Summervillc,  but  cut 
their  wa^-  out  with  the  loss  of  a  few  killed  and 
twenty  captured.  Returning  to  La  Grange,  they 
remained  there  until  February  1,  1864,  when  they 
started  upon  the  William  L.  Smith  raid  to  meet 
Sherman,  but  the  expedition  proving  a  failure,  they  i 
stopped  at  Gerinantown,  near  Memphis. 

There  Mr.  Fillingham  re-enlisted,  and  after  en- 
joying his  veteran  furlough,  returned  to  Memphis 
whence  the  command  went  to  Pulaski,  Shoal  Creek, 
Columbia,  Tenn.,  Franklin  and  Nashville,  having 
skirmishes  with  Hood  at  other  points.  On  the 
night  of  December  14,  1864,  the  company  took  a 
position  on  the  right  wing  at  Nashville,  being  dis- 
mounted and  going  into  the  fight  as  foot-soldiers. 
The  second  day  of  the  engagement  was  Mr.  Fill- 
ingham's  birthday  and  he  celebrated  it  by  holding 
a  musket  so  hot  from  rapid  firing  that  several  times 
he  was  compelled  to  drop  it.  The  company  went 
on  to  Gravelly  Springs,  Ala.,  Eastport,  Miss.,  and 
luka,  after  which  they  had  no  great  fighting  for  a 
time  but  were  detailed  to  keep  matters  quiet  at 
points  below.  They  were  finally  remounted  and 
located  at  Huntsville  from  July  to  November,  1865, 
then,  going  to  Nashville,  they  were  discharged  No- 
vember 4.  Mr.  Fillingham  was  mustered  out  as 
Orderly  Sergeant  of  his  com|)nny,  although  he  had 
enlisted  as  a  private. 

Like  all  brave  soldiers  Mr.  Fillingham  p:issed 
through  thrilling  experiences,  having  his  clothing 
pierced  by  balls  man\'  times,  but  he  escaped  wounds, 


while  suffering  hardships  and  privation.  Immedi- 
ately after  returning  home  Mr.  Fillingham  pur- 
chased a  valuable  farm  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  State  since. 
He  now  owns  an  estate  in  .Sullivan  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  besid<'s  liis  interests  in  Canton. 
He  is  a  natural  meuiianic  and  has  done  more  with 
machinery  than  in  farming. 

On  February  1,  1866,  Mr.  Fillingham  married 
Miss  Sibyl  E.  Packard,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  Lee  and  Emeline  Packard.  The  wed- 
ding rites  were  solemnized  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Banner  Township,  Fulton  County.  The  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  of  wlmm 
Grace  and  an  infant  are  dead;  Byron,  John  and 
Mary  are  still  living.  Both  sons  are  following  the 
honorable  occupation  of  tilling  the  soil,  Byron 
being  located  on  his  father's  farm. 

Mr.  Fillingham  is  Senior  Vice  Commander  of  Jo 
Hooker  Post  No.  69,  at  Canton,  and  is  also  an  Odd 
Fellow,  belonging  to  Olive  Branch  Lodge  at  the 
same  place.  Mrs.  Fillingliam  is  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  Rebecca,  and  of  the  Ladies'  Relief  Corps, 
which  is  auxiliary  to  the  Gran<l  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  the  Mutual  Aid,  an  insurance 
company.  Mrs.  Fillingham  is  a  devout  and  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  moved  to  Canton  on  March  1,  188J,  and 
here  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  they  live  most 
happily  together.  Mr.  Fillingham  is  a  successful 
business  man  and  has  many  warm  friends,  both  in 
commercial  and  social  circles. 


^giiiijgliiiiin 


J""^  OIIN  W.  ASHBY,  a  retired  farmer  living 
at  No.  708  Fourth  Street,  Canton,  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  advancing  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  county.  He  was 
boi-n  in  Burlington  County,  N.  J.,  in  the  city  of 
Burlington,  November  6,  1836.  He  is  the  only  son 
and  fifth  child  of  William  and  Jemima  (Cooper) 
Ashby,  both  natives  of  England.  They  grew  to 
maturity  and  married  in  tiie  land  of  their  birth  and 
soon  after  came  to  the  United  States  and  landed  in 
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New  York,  and  for  a  time  lived  in  Burlington,  N. 
J.  In  1842  the  family  moved  to  Logan  County, 
III.  Mr.  Asbby  was  an  experienced  and  skillful 
raillwiigbt  and  he  built  many  mills  in  different 
parts  of  the  State.  In  1847  he  moved  to  Mason 
County  and  built  several  sawmills  in]  that]  county 
liiat  were  operated  by  steam.  In  1857  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  this  county;  he  built  the  Smitli 
mills  in  Banner  Township,  and  also  rtmodeled  the 
Wagonseller  mill  in  Tazewell  County^  and  many 
other  mills  in  different  sections  in  this  State.  He 
subsequently  removed  with  his  family  to  Peoria 
Count}',  and  erected  the  Kingston  tlourmills  put- 
ling  in  the  machinery.  His  busy  life  was  brought 
to  a  close  at  a  ripe  age  June  13,  1869.  His  wife 
and  five  children  survived  him.  Lucy  is  the  wife  of 
William  Cavell  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Emily  lives  in 
Fulton  County;  Jamia  lives  withlher  sister  Eliza- 
beth, who  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Hurst  of  Canton; 
Susan  E.  is  deceased. 

John  \V.  Asbby  spent  his  school  daj's  in  Mason 
County  in  the  district  schools.  He  worked  on  a 
farm,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  old.  He  was  then  married  to 
Miss  Nancy  A.  Fidler,  their  wedding  taking  place 
March  24,  1859.  Mrs.  Asbby  is  next  to  the  young- 
est in  the  family  of  George  and  Mary  (Storm) 
Fidler,  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and  Ohio. 
They  were  pioneers  of  this  county  coming  here  in 
1838.  Both  died  on  the  homestead  in  Banner 
Township.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, six  boys  and  six  girls,  of  whom  the  only  one 
of  the  daughters  now  living  is  Mrs.  Asbby. 

After  niariiage  Mr.  Asbby  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Banner  Township,  and  there  he  and  bis  wife  spent 
the  first  three  years  of  their  wedded  life.  He  then 
purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  choice 
and  well-improve3  land  and  was  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  raised  a  good 
deal  of  grain,  which  he  fed  to  hogs  and  cattle,  and 
in  that  way  accumulated  a  good  deal  of  money  and 
was  at  length  enabled  to  retire  from  farming.  In 
the  month  of  February,  1889,  he  left  bis  farm  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Canton,  where  be  has  since 
made  his  home,  and  is  living  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  income  be  derives  from  his  line  inoperty.  He  is 
a  man  whose  character  and  personal  attributes    are 


such  as  to  win  him  the  confidence  and  friendship 
of  the  people  by  whom  he  is  surrounded  and  he  is 
greatly  respected  both  in  and  out  of  the  church. 
While  a  resident  of  Banner  Township,  be  was  one 
of  its  prominent  civic  officials.  He  served  as  School 
Director  and  he  was  School  Trustee  six  years. 
He  was  Assessor  of  the  township  two  years,  and  in 
every  office  was  faithful  to  the  trust  imposed  upon 
him.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church, "and  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  all  its  good 
works.  He  has  held  some  of  the  church  offices, 
such  as  that  of  Steward  and  Trustee  and  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  some 
time.  He  has  strong  political  opinions  and  gives 
bis  support  to  the  Republican  party.  Among  other 
choice  treasures  in  bis  pleasant  home,  Mr.  Asbby 
has  a  fine  collection  of  Indian  relics,  man}-  of  which 
lie  has  picked  up  on  bis  own  farm.  He  has  the 
largest  Indian  axe  ever  found  in  the  State  which  is 
still  in  good  preservation.  His  other  relics  are  rare 
as  well  as  new. 


^  ILTON  RAWALT  has  passed  much  of  bis 
\\  life  on  the  fine  old  homestead,  comprising 
the  southwestern  quarter  of  section  30, 
Orion  Township,  which  was  his  birthplace 
and  where  he  is  successfully  conducting  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  is  a  fine  representative  of  the  native- 
born  citizens  of  Fulton  County,  and  is  identified 
with  the  best  element  of  his  township,  morally,  so- 
cially and  financially. 

Jonas  Rawalt.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  this  part  of  Illinois,  and 
for  many  j'ears  w.as  one  of  its  foremost  citizens,  and 
was  very  active  in  the  public  life  of  the  county. 
He  came  of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  His 
father.  John  Rawalt,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  the  son  of  a  general  in  the  Continental  Array 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Jonas  was  born 
in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  and  when  a  small 
boy  was  taken  with  bis  father's  family  to  Onon- 
daga County,  X.  Y..  where  he  was  reared,  and 
thence  returned  with  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania. 
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He  afterward  went  to  Clark  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
learned  the  distillery  business.  In  that  county  lie 
mot  and  married  Miss  Deida  Robins,  a  native  of 
South  Carolina,  their  marriage  taking  pla,ce  March 
23,  1825.  After  the  birth  of  two  children,  John 
and  Enoch,  Mr.  Rawalt  came  with  his  family  to 
Illinois  in  1829.  They  accomplished  the  journey 
in  a  wagon  drawn  by  three  horses,  and  came  by 
the  way  of  Bloomington  to  Fulton  County.  For  a 
year  or  more  they  lived  on  land  owned  by  David 
F'outs,  one  mile  south  of  Canton.  In  the  mean- 
time he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  comprising  the  quarter  section  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  our  subject.  On  this  land  he  built 
a  small  frame  building  for  the  shelter  of  his  fam- 
ily, which  he  replaced  a  few  years  later  bj-ahewed- 
log  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  section 
and  afterward  erected  the  commodious  residence 
in  which  our  subject  makes  his  home,  and  here  he 
died  on  December  22,  1882.  A  man  of  marked 
energy,  intelligence  and  force  of  character,  he 
soon  became  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  civic  lifp 
of  the  county  after  settling  here,  and  held  many 
offices  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  the  first  county 
School  Commissioner,  and  after  the  organization 
of  the  township  represented  it  on  the  first  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  Fulton  County,  of  which  he  was 
the  first  Chairman,  and  for  ten  years  he  was  a  mem- 
•ber  of  llie  Board  and  be  was  also  the  first  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  from  Fulton  Count}',  and 
in  his  public  career  proved  to  be  a  wise,  able 
ami  trustworthy  statesman.  lie  was  conscientious 
and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  and  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Swedeuborgian  Church, 
which  he  faithfully  served  as  Trustee  and  Treasurer 
for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and 
afterward  a  Republican,  and  during  the  great  Re- 
bellion served  with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the 
Union  Army.  He  was  the  first  Major  of  the  Sev- 
enth Regiment,  Illinois  Cavalry.  In  this  connec- 
tion we  may  observe  that  his  family  was  well  rep- 
resented in  the  army,  as  three  of  his  sons  also  did 
valiant  service.  His  son  John  was  a  member  of 
Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  F'ifty-fifth  Illinois 
Infantry  and  gave  up  his  life  for  his  country. 
Enoch  was  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry 
and  Benjamin  served  as  Adjutant  in  a  regiment  of 


Minnesota  Infantry.  Mr.  Rawall's  wife,  his  tried 
and  faithful  companion,  preceded  him  in  death, 
d^'ing  October  27,  1878,  after  a  pleasant  wedded 
life  of  fifty-three  years,  and  both  are  now  sleeping 
side  by  side  in  the  family  lot  on  the  old  homestead. 
They  had  the  following  children  as  named:  John, 
who  died  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  while  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army;  Enoch  died  in  October,  1886;  Henry 
and  Seth  who  both  died  in  infancy;  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  H.  Ganson,  and  now  lives  at  Urbana, 
Ohio;  Mary,  wife  of  William  M.  Ganson,  of  Ha- 
vana, III.,  who  is  County  Clerk  of  his  county; 
Benjamin,  now  a  resident  of  Colorado;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Edward  Whiteford,  of  Mason  County;  Mil- 
ton, of  this  sketch,  and  Jonas  R.,  who  is  now  a  cit- 
izen of  Colorado  with  a  residence  at  or  near  Denver, 
near  which  city  he  had  entered  a  land  claim. 

Milton  Rawalt,  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
born  September  20,  1843,  in  a  log  bouse,  that  then 
stood  one  hundred  feet  north  of  his  residence,  but 
has  since  been  removed  to  Prairie  City.  In  the 
neighboring  schools  be  received  the  rudiments  of 
a  liberal  education,  which  was  further  advanced 
by  a  fifteen  montLs'  attendance  at  the  Urbana 
(Ohio)  University,  and  he  subsequently  took  a  full 
course  of  study  at  Bryant  &  Slratton's  Commercial 
College,  Chicago,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated. March  23,  1865,  the  anniversary'  of  his 
parents'  wedding  day.  He  was  now  admirably  fitted 
to  enter  upon  a  business  life,  and  his  prospects  of  a 
successful  future  were  also  excellent.  Soon  after 
leaving  college,  he  accepted  a  clerical  position  in  a 
National  Bank  at  Canton,  and  subsequently  be- 
came connected  with  the  Mechanics'  National 
Bank  of  Chicago.  He  was  engaged  very  briefly 
in  these  positions,  as  owing  to  ill-health  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  them  and  seek  out-door  ex- 
ercise. He  returned  to  the  old  homestead  of  which 
he  at  once  took  charge,  and  worked  the  farm 
on  shares.  In  1868  he  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  seven  miles  east  of  Gilnipn, 
which  proved  to  be  a  very  fortunate  speculation, 
as  sometime  afterward  he  sold  some  forty  acres  of 
his  purchase  for  as  much  money  as  he  had  origin- 
ally paid  for  the  whole  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  On  the  remaining  eighty  acres  he  built  a 
comfortable  dwelling  and  otherwise  improved    the 
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place.  In  1883  lie  sold  that  property  and  pnr- 
eliased  llie  old  liomestead  where  he  had  been  born 
and  reared,  which  consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixy 
acres  of  land  which  is  under  fine  tillage,  and  is 
provided  with  substantial  improvements. 

Mr.  Rawalt  was  married,  September  24,  1868,  to 
Miss  Alice  A.  Bartels,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and 
Catherine  (Rowe)  Bartels,  natives  of  Germany  and 
Pennsylvania,  respectively.  She  understands  well 
the  art  of  making  home  pleasant  and  attractive 
and  cordially  co-operates  with  him  in  extending  its 
hospitality  to  their  numerous  friends.  They  have 
had  the  following  children :  Chauncy  Otis,  who  is 
now  taking  a  course  of  study  at  Knox  College; 
Anna  M.,  who  died  June  5.  1883,  aged  ten  years; 
Lena  Maud,  Lillie  E.,  Harry  B..  and  Milo  R. 

Mr.  Rawalt  is  well  endowed  mentally  and  brings 
a  well-trained  mind  to  bear  on  his  work.  He  pos- 
sesses sound  common  sense,  a  firm  character  and 
high  principles,  and  is  an  influence  for  good  in  his 
community.  In  his  politics  he  is  a  decided  Re 
l)ublican.  He  has  served  his  township  in  minor 
offices  of  trust,  such  as  School  Trustee,  etc.  He 
and  his  wife  and  eldest  son  are  valued  members  of 
the  Swedenborgian  Church  and  lake  an  active  part 
in  its  work. 


I/OHN.   LATHBURY,    a  well-known  resident 

I  of  Lewistown  and  a  veteran  of  the  late  war, 

II  in  which  he  did  good  service  for  his  adopted 
'l^|li  cour.try,  was  born  in  Manchester,  England, 
March  8,  1841.  His  father,  Richard  Lathbury,  and 
his  grandfather,  whose  name  was  Thomas,  were  also 
natives  of  England.  The  latter  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1845,  and  settled  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
He  did  not  engage  in  any  business  as  he  had  an  in- 
come sufficient  for  his  support.  He  resided  there 
until  his  deatli.  Three  of  his  sons  came  to  Amer- 
ica: John,  Thomas  who  came  when  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  before  his  father,  and  Richard.  The 
two  former  settled  in  Ontario  County,  and  followed 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  Thomas  died  there  and 
John  niovid  to  Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  subject  served  seven  years  to 


learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  then  pursued 
that  calling  in  England,  until  the  fall  of  1845.  At 
that  time,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  and  his 
father  and  mother  he  set  sail]  from  Liverpool  for 
this  country  and  landed  at  New  York."  Until  1856, 
he  was  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Manchester,  N. 
Y..  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  came  to  Fulton 
County,  of  which  he  thus  became  a  pioneer  and 
has  since  resided  here.  He]  was  married  in  Eng- 
land to  Sarah  Gibson,  a  native  of  that  country. 
The  following  are  the  children  that  were  born  to 
them:  John,  William,  Amanda,  Mary  A.,  Hannah 
M.,  Harry,  Henry  and  Thomas,  of  whom  the  two 
oldest  were  born  in  England. 

John  Lathbury  was  four  years  old  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  this  country  and  he  has 
but  little  recollection  of  the  land  of  his  birth. 
When  he  was  ten  years  old,  he  was  employed  on  a 
farm  and  worked  for  his  board  and  clothes  the 
ensuing  three  years,  and  then  b_y  the  month  until 
1856.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  was 
engaged  on  a  farm  until  1H62.  In  the  meantime 
the  great  Civil  War  had  broken  out.  He  was  much 
interested  in  watching  its  progress  and  at  last  de- 
termined to  enlist  to  fight  in  defence  of  his  adopted 
country,  under  whose  institutions  he  had  been 
reared,  and  of  which  he  was  as  loyal  a  citizen  as  if 
he  had  been  born  under  the  folds  of  the  Stars  and 
Stripes.  In  the  month  of  August,  that  year,  be 
enrolled  his  name  as  a  member  of  Company  II, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry.  This 
was  one  of  the  most  active  regiznents  in  the  army. 
It  was  mustered  into  .service  at  Peoria,  October  2, 
1862,  and  in  November,  went  to  Tennessee  where 
it  was  quartered  for  the  winter.  In  the  spring  it 
started  on  the  Yicksburg  campaign,  nnd  while  the 
siege  was  going  on  was  gu  irding  the  rear  of  the 
Federal  army,  keeping  Johnston's  forces  from  re- 
inforcing Yicksburg,  and  after  the  fall  of  that  city, 
fought  Johnston's  army  at  Jackson,  Miss. 

That  fall  our  subject  and  his  comrades  marched 
to  Chattanooga,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge  and  then  went  to  the  relief  of  Burnsides 
at  Knoxville.  Fron,  there  they  went  by  the  way 
of  Chattanooga,  to  South boro,  Ala.,  where  they  had 
their  quarters  the  ensuing  winter.  Starting  out 
in  the  spring,  they  joined  Sherman's  command  and 
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on  the  4th  of  May,  entered  on  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  were  engaged  in  the  principal  battles  on 
the  way  to  and  around  Atlanta. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  the  same  day  McPherson 
was  killed,  Mr.  Lathbury  was  severely  wounded. 
He  was  soon  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Marietta  and 
ten  days  later  was  granted  a  furlough  and  returned 
home.  On  the  expiration  of  his  leave  of  absence, 
he  reported  at  the  Quincy  hospital,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  from  there  in  June,  1865. 

As  soon  as  able  after  his  return  home,  our  sub- 
ject went  to  work  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which 
he  continued  'until  1880,  when  he  was  appointed 
janitor  at  the  court-house,  and  in  1882,  he  was 
selected  to  occupy  the  same  position  at  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  both  institutions  are  still 
under  liis  care.  He  performs  his  duties  very  faith- 
fully, and  very  satisfactorily  to  all  concerned,  and 
the  buildings  are  kept  in  perfect  order. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Lathbury  and  Miss  Emma  Hunter 
were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock,  and  to 
them  have  come  three  children :  "William  S., 
Amanda,  and  Mary  Beele.  Mrs.  Lathbury  was  born 
in  the  mother  country,  and  came  to  America  when 
she  was  four  years  old  with  her  parents,  James  and 
Mary  (Hartley)  Hunter.  She  and  her  daughter  are 
devoted  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Lathbury  has  always  been  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Republican  principles,  whether  in  times  of  war  or 
in  limes  of  peace.  He  is  quite  prominent  in  Grand 
Array  circles  and  is  a  charter  member  of  Thomas 
Layton  Post.  He  has  been  industrious,  prudent 
and  thrifty,  and  has  acquired  considerable  property, 
and  is  the  proprietor  of  three  dwellings  in  this 
city. 

-^ ^-*-B ^ 

J'OSIAH  KETCH  AM.  A  foremost  place 
among  the  agriculturists  of  Orion  Township, 
must  be  accorded  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm 
on  section  33.  His  landed  estate  amounts  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  is  now  cultivated 
by  his  son-in  law,  Isaac  Jackson,  and  his  son. 
Richard  A.  Ketcham.  Our  subject  won  a  merito- 
rious record  in  the  ranks  of  his  country's  defenders. 


spending  several  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  amid 
the  smoke  of  battle  and  the  hardships  of  campaign 
life.  For  his  loyalty,  his  painstaking  efforts  to 
build  up  his  foitune,  and  the  good  principles  which 
have  governed  his  life,  he  is  justly  respected  b\-  all 
who  know  him. 

Our  subject  is  of  excellent  lineage,  being  a 
grandson  of  Josiah  Ketcham,  of  New  Jersey,  who 
was  well  known  in  his  day  for  his  scholarship.  His 
parents,  George  P.  and  Jane  (Vanetta)  Ketcham, 
had  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Ellen,  the  eldest  sister,  married  Samuel  Schenck, 
Lewis  married  Em;i:a  Davis,  and  Elizabeth  married 
William  Turner.  These  reside  in  Banner  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Jennetta  married  Joseph  Brown, 
and  lives  in  Canton. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  December  21, 
1837,  and  his  birthplace  Warren  County,  N.  J. 
He  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  parental  family.  His 
early  3'ears  were  spent  in  no  unusual  way,  the 
ordinary  studies  being  prosecuted  and  such  a 
knowledge  of  agriculture  gained  as  is  generally  the 
lot  of  a  farmer's  son.  In  1853  he  came  to  Fulton 
County,  111.,  and  hired  out  on  a  farm  bj' the  month 
some  two  years.  He  then  went  to  work  for  his 
father  in  this  county  and  after  several  years  rented 
a  tract  of  land  which  he  operated  until  the  summer 
of  1862. 

The  war  still  continuing,  Mr.  Ketcham  was  not 
content  to  pursue  his  peaceful  occupation  and  on 
August  11,  1862,  became  a  member  of  Company 
K,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  under 
Col.  Dickerman.  The  regiment  was  attached  to 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  commanded  by  Gen. 
John  A.  Logan,  the  lamented  "  Black  Jack"  of  the 
Prairie  State.  The  regiment  took  part  in  all  ilie 
battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  notwith- 
standing the  dangerous  positions  in  which  he  was 
to  be  found.  Mr.  Ketcham  escaped  wounds.  He 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  marched  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  May,  1865, 
and  shortly-  afterward  received  an  honorabh  dis- 
charge. 

Returning  to  Fulton  County,  in  July,  1865,  Mr. 
Ketcham  worked  at  raining  until  the  following 
year  when  he  permanently  gave  his  attention  to 
agriculture.     His  industrious  and  intelligent  efforts 
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have  enabled  bim  to  surround  his  family  with  all 
of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life 
and  to  bestow  upon  his  children  good  advantages. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  hohis 
membership  in  ,Ioe  Hooker  Post,  No.  69,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Canton. 

The  pleasant  and  liospitablehome  of  Mr.  Ketciiam 
is  presided  over  b}-  a  lady  of  worth  with  whom  lie 
was  united  in  marriage  January  24,  1867.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  E.  Addis,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Aaron  D.  and  Jane  (Suydam) 
Addis  who  settled  in  this  county  in  1836.  Her 
father  departed  this  life  in  1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ketcham  have  five  children  whose  record  is  as 
follows:  Jennie  B.,  born  October  29.  1867,  became 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Jackson.  November  25,  1887,  and 
lives  near  her  parents;  Richard  A.  was  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1869,  and  is  operating  a  part  of  his 
father's  land;  Eva  C.  was  born  June  24,  1872,  is 
still  with  her  parents  and  is  being  educated  for  a 
teacher;  William  Sherman  who  was  born  January 
3,  1875,  and  Herschel,  January  29,  1882,  are  still 
nn<ler  the  parental  roof.  In  connection  with  this 
brief  biographical  review  the  reader  will  notice 
on  another  page  a  view  of  the  commodious  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Ketcliani  and  its   rural   surroundings. 

PETER  CHRISTIAN,  a  clergyman  of  the  Bap- 
)  tist  Church,  who  is  also  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Joshua  Township, 
was  a  iiionecr  of  this  county,  and,  as  a  min- 
ister of  the  Gfispel.  has  been  potent  in  elevating  its 
moral  and  religious st^ttus,  besides  being  influential 
in  forwarding  educational  interests;  and  as  a  prac- 
tical intelligent  farmer,  he  has  contributed  his  quota 
in  upbuilding  its  material  prosperity. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Christian  is  a  native  of  Plattsburg, 
Clinton  County.  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  born  Decem- 
ber 23.  1S17.  His  parents,  Joseph  and  Frances 
Christian  were  both  born  in  Canada  near  Montreal. 
Our  subject  lived  with  his  father  and  mother  until 
be  was  fourteen  years  old.  At  that  useful  age  be 
became  ?elf  .<uppoi-ling.  and  going  to  Troy,  fol- 
lowed gardening  in  Ih.a*;  city  in  the  summer,  and  in 


the  winter  worked  in  a  packing  house,  and  attended 
school  a  short  time  each  season.  The  first  two 
summers  he  was  there  he  earned  $5  a  month.  The 
next  summer  he  was  paid  $7  a  month.  He  was  at- 
tracted by  stories  of  life  in  the  West,  and  deeming 
that  he  could  better  his  prospects  by  locating  in  the 
Prairie  State,  he  came  to  Illinois  with  a  friend, 
Horace  Turner,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  three 
miles  east  of  Cuba,  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  continued  his  residence  on  that  farm 
until  he  married,  which  important  event  in  his  life 
took  pl.ace  June  26.  1841,  in  Joshua  Township,  one 
and  one-half  miles  from  his  present  residence.  He 
had  gone  out  in  the  world  with  no  other  capital 
than  a  fine  ph3sique  and  good  brains,  but  by  the 
exercise  of  industrious  and  economical  habits,  he 
had  accumulated  enough  to  establish  a  home,  and 
in  time  became  the  proprietor  of  considerable  real 
estate.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  acres  of  choice 
farming  land,  pleasantly  located  on  section  20, 
Joshua  Township.  This  is  amply  provided  with 
neat  and  substantial  improvements,  and  is  a  valu- 
able piece  of  property,  being  worth  $75  an  acre. 
To  him  and  his  wife  four  children  have  been  born 
of  whom  two  are  deceased.  Those  living  are  Me- 
lissa and  Frances  P.  Tiie  former  born  October  1 1, 
1842,  and  the  latter  May  1,  1853.  They  are  well 
educated,  having  attended  school  at  Cuba  and  other 
schools  of  their  native  county.  Frances  has  taught 
successfully  for  several  years  in  Iowa. 

We  must  now  touch  upon  the  career  of  our  sub- 
ject in  the  ministry.  He  early  manifested  true  re- 
ligious zeal,  and  in  1841  became  a  member  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  He  manifested  consid- 
erable power  as  a  spe.akei',  and  in  1850  was  allowed 
a  license  to  pre.ach,  and  1851  was  ordained.  He 
has  continued  in  his  ministerial  labors  until  the 
present  time,  and  has  accomplished  great  good  in 
building  up  churches  and  organizing  societies.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Christian  and  John  B.  Fair  were  instru- 
mentid  in  establishing  the  Prairie  City  Illinois  Acad- 
emy, a  Baptist  institutipn  of  learning,  that  has 
.acquired  a  good  reputation,  and  is  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  now  belonging  to  the  school  district.' 
Our  subject',s  interest  in  the  affairs  of  life  are  broad 
enough  to  embrace  politics.  In  early  years  he  was 
a  Democrat  of   the  Andrew  Jackson  ilk.  but  when 
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the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  was  passed,  and  the  decision 
in  tiie  much  noted  Dred  Scott  case  was  announced, 
he^bocame  strongly  anti-slaverj',  and  was  a  firm  ad- 
vocate of  Abolition.  On  account  of  his  views  on 
tliat  question  he  ultimately  united  with  tiie  Repub- 
lican parly  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  warm 
supporter. 


Jl^^  IRAM  PRESTON.  There  is  in  the  busi- 
Ijj)  ness  world  only  one  kind  of  man  who  can 
1^^  successfully  combat  the  many  disadvantages 
(^  and  trials  that  come  boldly  to  the  front, 
and  that  is  the  man  of  superior  intelligence  and 
force  of  character,  arid  one  who  is  the  happy  pos- 
sessor also  of  that  energy  that  seems  somehow  to 
be  the  magic  wand  that  transforms  a  poor  begin- 
ning into  a  most  flattering  ending.  To  this  class 
belongs  Hiram  Preston — a  man  who  by  strict  in- 
tegrity, shrewdness  of  judgment  and  good  manage 
ment  has  risen  to  the  top  round  on  the  ladder  of 
fortune. 

Mr.  Preston  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Me., 
January  23,  1817,  being  the  son  of  Peter  and  Mary 
(Winslow)  Preston,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  The 
father  was  reared  on  a  farm  near  Martha's  Vino- 
yard,  but  when  a  j'oung  man  went  to  Maine  and 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Franklin 
County,  where  he  devoted  his  whole  time  and  atten- 
tion to  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  after  he  had  reached  his  eighty  seventh 
year.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  in  politics  was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a 
Democrat.  The  mother  died  in  the  same  place  when 
eighty -six  years  old,  and  was  also  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  marriage  of 
the  worthy  couple  was  solemnized  in  Maine,  and  to 
them  were  born  eight  children,  all  of  whcm  reached 
maturity.  They  were  named  Sally.  Ezekial,  Mar}- 
Ann,  Lucinda,  Hiram,  Jane,  Percilla  and  Hannah. 
Only  three  of  this  number  are  living  at  the  present 
time. 

The  Prestons  are  of  English  origin,  while  the 
Winslows  are  of  Irish  descent.  Grandfather 
Preston  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  died  in 


that  State  when  past  four-score  3'ears  of  age.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  forces  five  years. 
Grandfather  Winslow,  whose  given  name  was 
David,  was  likewise  a  native  of  the  Old  Bay  State 
and  lived  to  a  venerable  age.  During  four  years 
of  the  struggle  for  American  Independence  he 
fought  with  his  fellow-Colonists.  Both  grand- 
fathers were  agriculturists. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  native  count}- 
during  the  winter  months  and  worked  on  the  farm 
in  the  summer.  The  schoolhouses  of  those  times 
■were  exceedingly  rustic  in  appearance,  but  turned 
out  many  pupils  who  in  after  life  profited  by  the 
rudiments  of  knowledge  planted  there,  and  became 
famous.  When  twenty  years  of  age  young  Pres- 
ton commenced  a  business  career  for  himself  and 
at  first  worked  out  by  the  month,  receiving  ?!10 
each  month  for  his  services,  continuing  this  means 
of  livelihood  until  he  came  to  this  county.  He 
owned  one  hundred  acres  of  land  that  was  covered 
with  heavy  timber,  and  in  the  fall  of  1839  he  sold 
this  property,  having  cleared  much  of  it,  and  came 
to  Illinois.  He  came  to  Chicago  by  water,  rail  and 
stage,  and  walked  from  that  point  to  Brimfield, 
Peoria  County. 

Mr.  Preston  settled  near  Brimfield.  where  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  uf  land.  He 
at  once  built  a  frame  house  and  commenced  to 
clear  up  his  property,  which  was  in  a  very  wild 
state.  The  following  year  he  sold  out  and  came 
to  Fulton  Count\-,  and  bought  forty  acres  in  Buck- 
heart  Township,  that  had  a  saw  and  grist  mill  on 
it.  He  lived  there  twelve  years,  and  made  a  great 
success  both  of  the  farm  and  the  mill,  then  sold  the 
place  and  removed  to  Liverpool  Township,  buying 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  11,  wliere  he  now 
lives.  From  time  to  time  he  has  bought  additional 
land  until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  acres,  most 
of  which  he  has  cleared  and  improved.  He  built 
liis  present  handsome  frame  house  in  1864,  and  lias 
both  farmed  and  raised  stock  on  an  extensive  scale. 
At  present  much  of  his  land  is  rented,  as  he  not 
long  since  retired  from  the  labors  of  life. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  married  Miss  Tryphena 
Hathaway  in  1841.  She  was  a  native  of  Maine  and 
lived  to  lie  sixty-five  years  old.  A  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  and   a  devout  Chris- 
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tian,  her  death  was  a  vei-y  peaceful  one,  she  passing 
away  in  her  home  here  and  being  laid  to  rest  in  a 
private  burial  ground  on  the  farm.  She  had  borne 
six  children — Lydia,  Edwin,  Charles.  Winslow, 
Frank  and  Ostin.  Lydia,  Charles  and  Winslow  are 
tieceased.  Mr.  Preston  was  again  married  in  1881 
to  Hannah  Hathawaj',  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who 
was  born  in  Maine  May  9,  1828.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Her  parents,  Luther  and 
Clarissa  (Hinds)  Hathaway,  were  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. They  came  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  in 
1837,  and  died  there  at  the  respective  ages  of 
eighty -seven  and  eighty  years.  The3'  belonged  to 
tlie  Baptist  Church  and  were  honored  members  of 
society.  Their  family  included  Boadicca,  Edwin, 
Gilbert  and  Trj'phena  (twins).  Columbus,  Hannah, 
Ellen  and  George. 

Mr.  Preston  is  a  prominent  man  in  this  commu- 
nity, and  has  lield  many  public  offices  of  trust. 
For  the  past  twenty-six  years  he  has  been  School 
Treasurer,  and  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years 
had  cliarge  of  the  post-office  at  Maple's  Mill,  an 
office  which  he  resigned  in  1880,  and  besides  this 
lie  was  Town  Clerk  for  sixteen  years — facts  that 
convey  some  idea  of  the  high  esteem  in  wliich  he  is 
held  and  tell  something  of  the  popularity  he  has 
always  enjoyed.  In  political  belief  he  is  a  Democrat. 


J]  AMES  M.  STEWART,  of  Lewistown,County 
Treasurer  of  Fulton  County,  is  one  of  its 
most  able  and  valued  civic  officials.  He  is 
extensively  identified  with  the  leading  in- 
terests of  this  part  of  tlie  State  as  a  lumber  mer- 
chant and  as  a  stock-raiser,  the  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  best  managed  and  finest  farms  in  Cass 
Township.  He  took  part  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and 
his  fine  military  record  reflects  credit  on  the  sol- 
diery of  Illinois  who  bore  arms  in  that  great  con- 
fiict. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  born  In  Alexandria,  Licking 
Co.,  Ohio,  September  1.').  1844.  His  father,  Rich- 
ard Stewart.  \v;is  burn  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  a 
son  of  Charles  Stewart,  who,  so  far  as   known,  was 


a  native  of  the  same  State,  coming  of  a  Scotcli  fam- 
ily that  early  settled  in  the  Old  Dominion.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  removed  to  Ohio  from 
Virginia  about  1834  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Licking 
County,  where  his  remaining  days  were  passed.  His 
son  Richard  was  reared  in  Virginia,  and  went  to 
Ohio  at.  the  same  time  as  his  father.  He  had 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner  in  his 
native  State,  and  engaged  in  it  in  his  new  home. 
In  1851  he  went  to  California  by  way  of  the  Isth- 
mus of  Panama,  and  there  he  tried  mining,  but  ill- 
health  prevented  his  following  that  pursuit,  and  he 
returned  to  Ohio  after  a  little  more  than  a  year's 
ab.sence.  He  then  gave  his  attention  to  farming, 
renting  land  at  first,  and  then  buying  a  farm,  and 
actively  engaging  in  the  work  of  carrying  it  on 
until  became  to  this  State  in  1865.  He  bought  a 
farm  in  Cass  Township,  this  cougty,  after  his  ar- 
rival, and  in  the  comfortable  iioine  that  he  estab- 
lished thereon  his  useful  life  was  brought  to  a  close 
May  18,  1879. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  now  a  welcomi!  in- 
mate of  his  home.  Her  maiden  name  was  Pliilena 
Twining,  and  she  was  born  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  October  15,  1821.  Her  parents  were  Hiram 
and  Lovey  (Pease)  Twining,  natives  respectively 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  pioneers  of  Lick- 
ing County.  Three  of  the  five  children  born  of  lier 
marriage  are  now  living:  Austin  W.,  who  le- 
sides  at  Jacksonville;  our  subject;  Annie,  who  mar- 
ried William  H.  Falling  and  now  resides  in  Furnas 
County.  Neb. 

James  M.  Stewart  was  fourteen  years  old  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Morrow  County,  and  there 
he  grew  to  man's  estate,  gleaning  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Ohio.  He  assisted  his  father 
in  his  farm  labors,  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until,  at  the  yonthful  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  en- 
listed In  the  defense  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-first  Ohio  Infantry.  August  26,  1862,  and 
serving  until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving 
his  discharge  papers  June  18,  1865.  He  was  in 
Steadman's  Brigade  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 
and  after  that  fought  at  Missionary  Ridge,  and  did 
brave  service  iu  the  principal  engagements  with  the 
enemy  during  Sherman's  Atlanta  campaign,  and  as- 
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sisted  in  the  capture  of  that  city,  and  was  active  in 
the  battle  of  Jonesboro.  After  that  contest  he  was 
detailed  as  olficer's  clerk  in  the  inspector's  depart- 
ment at  Division  headquarters,  accompanied  the 
command  to  the  sea,  and  on  through  the  Carolinas 
and  Richmond  to  Washington,  where  he  took  part 
in  the  grand  parade  that  signalized  the  advent  of 
peace,  and  thus  closed  his  experiences  of  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  a  soldier's  life  in  that  most 
terrible  war. 

In  January,  1866,  Mr.  Stewart  came  to  Fulton 
County,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father 
in  Cass  Township  until  the  latter's  death,  when  he 
bought  the  farm  from  the  other  heirs,  and  contin- 
ued to  operate  it  with  good  financial  success  until 
1882.  In  that  year  he  entered  upon  his  career  as 
a  public  official,  and  rented  his  farm  and  moved 
into  the  city.  He  still  retains  possession  of  the 
farm,  which  contains  three  hundred  acres  of  well- 
impr(jved  land  supplied  with  substantial  buildings, 
good  farming  machinery,  and  everything  necessary 
for  the  profitable  prosecution  of  agriculture.  He 
superintends  the  management  of  the  place,  which 
is  admirably  adapted  to  stock-raising  purposes,  to 
which  he  devotes  it  largely,  being  extensivel}'  en- 
gaged in  that  branch.  He  is  also  prosperously  car- 
rying on  the  lumber  business  with  Mr.  McDowell, 
with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership  in  1889,  and 
they  have  here  a  large,  well-equipped  yard,  and  al- 
ready have  built  up  a  good  trade. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart,  who  were  married  in  1877, 
have  established  here  one  of  the  many  cozy,  pleas- 
ant homes  for  which  Lewistown  is  noted,  and  their 
abode  is  the  center  of  a  gracious  hospitalit}',  which 
attracts  to  it  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, as  the  social  standing  of  our  subject  and  his 
amiable  wife  is  among  the  best  people  of  the  city. 
Mrs.  Stewart  was  bon:  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Riioda  Stenbeck. 
her  maiden  name  having  been  Frances  Stenbeck. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  a  gentleman  of  much  force  and 
decision  of  character,  prompt  in  action  and  ready 
of  recourse,  and  possessing  fine  business  talents. 
These  marked  traits  have  brought  him  prominently 
before  the  public  in  two  of  the  most  important  of- 
ficial capacities  in  the  county.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  the  county,  and  served   in   that 


capacity  with  distinction  four  years,  his  invincible 
courage,  tact  and  coolfjudgment  eminently  quali- 
fying him  for  the  position.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
County  Treasurer,  and  is  conducting  the  finances  of 
the  county  with  rare  skill  and  to  the  perfect  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned  without  regard  to  party. 
In  iiolitics  his  sentiments  are  in  harmony  with  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Socially,  he  is 
connected  with  Kenneth  Lodge,  No.  146,  K.  of  P. ; 
and  with  Lewistown  Post,  M.  W.  A.;  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Thomas  Layton  Post,  No.  121,  G.A.  R. 

\r/  EWIS  RAUCH.  There  is  no",  higher  praise 
11  ((§)  possible  than  to  say  of  a  man, -he  has  helped 
j"-^v-,  both  himself  and  others  in  journeying 
through  the  passing  years."  And  this  remark  ap 
plies  undoubtedly  to  him  whose  name  heads  our 
sketch. 

Mr.  Rauch  is  a  prominent  and  successful  agri- 
culturist and  stockman  of  section  12,  Pleasant 
Township,  and  stands  high  both  in  business  and 
social  circles,  having  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  community.  His  native  home  was  Prussia,  and 
in  that  country  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on 
the  9th  of  June,  1833.  His  parents,  John  and 
Catherine  (Rumline)  Rauch  were  Prussians;  the 
mother  died  when  our  subject  was  only  two 
years  of  age,  and  the  father  when  he  was  in  his 
fifteenth  year,  thus  leaving  him  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies of  the  world,  at  the  time  when  he  reall}-  needed 
the  love  of  home. 

Our  subject  received  a  fair  education  in  his  native 
tongue  and  picked  up  the  English  langu.-vge  after 
coming  to  America.  He  reads  and  writes  with  all 
ease  in  both  English  and  German.  In  the  sitring 
of  1849,  he  emigrated  to  America,  taking  passage 
at  Bremen  on  a  ssiiling  vessel.  After  a  voyage  of 
seven  weeks  and  three  days  he  landed  in  Baltimore, 
being  at  the  time  seventeen  3'ears  old.  Immediately 
after  landing  he  commenced  to  work  out  as  a  farm 
hand  in  Mar3land,  and  thus  continued  through 
several  years,  receiving  in  compensation  lor  his  ser- 
vices only  from  $5  to  $10  per  month  and  his 
board.     But  saving  his  money  he   was   finallj'  able 
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til  vent,  and  afterward  bought  land  in  Ailams 
('(lunty,  Pa.,  having  sold  the  property  left  him 
by  iiis  father  in  Germnny.  He  continued  to  reside 
on  liis  farm  in  Pennsylvania  for  two  years,  being 
about  sixteen  miles  from  Gettysburg,  and  after  the 
bloody  battle  at  that  point  lie  visited  the  field  of 
i^laiighter  and  beheld  the  corpses  of  the  unknown 
dead  strewed  like  leaves  over  the  ground. 

Ot:r  subject  was  drafted  into  the  Federal  Army, 
and  owing  to  this  fact  and  other  troubles  became 
financially  embarrassed.  Not  caring  to  serve  he 
was  forced  to  jiay  §1,000  for  a  substitute,  and  his 
wife  and  two  children  died  about  that  time.  In 
the  fall  of  1864,  he  moved  with  his  two  sons  to 
Illinois,  settling  first  in  Sangamon  County,  .and 
later  came  to  Fulton  County.  He  worked  for  a  time 
at  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  Astoria,  having  given 
attention  to  this  trade  for  some  time.  He  located 
on  his  present  estate  in  the  year  1868  and  has  made 
lliis  his  home  since  that  date.  He  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
h.as  a  blacksmith  shop  on  his  farm.  He  had  only 
^i)  when  he  landed  in  this  State,  but  is  at  the 
l)resent  day  very  well  fixed  in  life,  and  looked 
upon  as  a  good  business  man. 

Mr.  Rauch  appreciates  the  value  of  money  and 
has  practiced  strict  economy  and  saved  something 
each  month,  and  thus  it  is  that  people  succeed. 
Energy  and  economy  hand-in- hand  will  conquer 
any  circumstances  however  adverse  they  may  be. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  he  has  served  as  Elder  for  several 
years.  His  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  is  interested  in  everything  pertain- 
ing to  the  welfare  of  this  community. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  popular  man  as  is 
proven  by  the  fact  of  his  being  chosen  to  hold 
public  offices  and  positions  of  trust.  He  is  at  the 
present  time  School  Trustee  for  Pleasant  Township. 
Mr.  Rauch  was  married  in  Maryland,  in  1855,  to 
Miss  Lydia  Stonesifer,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
four  children,  of  whom  only  two  are  living,  viz: 
David  T.  and  Samuel,  both  of  whom  reside  in  this 
township.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these 
children,  our  subject  was  again  married,  this  time 
to  Miss  Nancy  Weese.  To  them  was  born  one 
daughter — Mary  E.  wife  of  Eli  Strammel  of  Astoria, 


Illinois.  Once  more  he  was  deprived  by  death  of 
the  companion  of  his  home,  and  on  May  23,  1867. 
married  Miss  Talitha  Smith,  daughter  of  Arthur 
and  Mary  (Bohanan)  Smith.  This  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  eight  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living,  viz:  Lewis  E.,  a  school  teacher;  Thomas 
J.;  Nathaniel  II.;  and  Talitha  B. 

Mrs.  Rauch's  father  was  a  native  of  Mrginia, 
being  born  in  that  Slate  in  179:3.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  Her  mother  was  liorn  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  They  moved  to  Illinois  in 
1834,  settling  in  Pleasant  Township.  Her  birth 
occurred  in  Fulton  County,  February  14,  1841, 
and  here  she  passed  her  childhood,  and  was  here 
educated.  Her  father  built  the  first  log  cabin 
schoolhouse  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  building  up  this  place. 
And  thus  every  day  furnishes  us  examples  of  the 
wonderful  results  that  industry,  strict  integrity  of 
purpose,  and  natural  ability  .accomplish. 

jOSHUAG.  WALKER  is  closely  identified 
j  with  the  agricultural  interests  and  the  pub- 
ic life  of  Union  Township,  and  is  justly  re- 
;arded  as  one  of  its  best  citizens.  He  comes 
of  pioneer  parentage,  and  h.as  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  nearly  all  his  life.  He  was  born  in 
Lewis  County.  Ky.,  October  6,  1831.  His  grand- 
father, James  Walker,  was  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  was  of  Scotch  descent. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Hugh  and 
Nancy  (Given)  Walker,  and  their  names  are  re- 
corded among  those  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Ful- 
ton County,  to  which  they  came  in  1835.  They 
located  first  in  Canton,  and  remained  there  one 
year,  and  during  that  time  the  terrible  tornado 
came,  which  demolished  the  town.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  remembers  of  then  being  put  in  a  dry- 
goods  box  for  safety,  but  though  the  house  in 
which  they  lived  w.^s  destroyed,  none  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family-  were  injured. 

After  that  disastrous  calamity  Mr.  Walker  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  children  to  Lewistown, 
where  he  engaged   in  farming.     In  1850   his  busy 
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and  useful  career  was  cut  short  by  his  untimely 
death,  and  the  community  was  deprived  of  a  re- 
spected citizen.  He  and  his  wLfo  died  within  eight 
days  of  each  other,  and  by  their  demise  seven 
children  were  sadly  orphaned  and  left  to  the  care 
of  neighbors  and  relatives. 

Our  subject  was  thus  left  the  head  of  the  family, 
and  bravely  did  he'shoulder  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities thus  thrust  upon  him  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years.  He,  being  the  eldest,  took  charge  of 
the  affairs  of  the  farm,  and  for  two  years  managed 
to  keep  his  brothers  and  sisters  together,  but  the 
struggle  was  very  hard  for  him,  and  the  children 
were  then  separated,  being  sent  to  live  with  strang- 
ers, and  having  to  endure  many  privations  and 
hardships.  Mr.  Walker  when  be  became  freed  from 
his  charge  worked  out  by  the  month  at  $10 
a  month  for  three  years.  March  28.  1854,  he  mar- 
ried Minerva  Brown,  and  was  once  more  enabled  to 
have  a  home  of  his  own,  having  carefully  saved  his  [ 
earnings.  i 

Mrs.  Walker  is  a  daughter  of  James  Brown,  of 
Lewistown  Township,  who  came  to  this  county 
from  the  State  of  Maine,  in  1 828,  and  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  State.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  record  of  the  nine  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker:  Mary  E.,  born  January  1, 
1855,  is  married  to  George  W.  Shinkle,  of  Warren 
County;  William  W.,  born  March  21,  1857,  married 
Piffle  Keutchler,  and  lives  in  Union  Township;  Ona, 
born  March  15.  1860;  John  C,  April  30,  18G2; 
B'rancisM.,  October  1,  1864;  Annie,  December  31, 
1867;  George  M.,  March  27,  1870,  and  James  H., 
August  10,  1872,  are  all  at  home  with  their  parents; 
Eddie  B.,  born  May  15,  1875,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Walker  resides  on  section  26,  where  he  has  as 
fine  a  farm  as  can  be  found  in  Union  Township. 
Its  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  are  very  fertile 
and  well-tilled,  there  is  a  fine  class  of  buildings  on 
the  place  and  everything  abost  betokens  thrift3-  and 
well-directed  management. 

Our  subject  is  a  thoroughly  upright,  honest  man, 
always  dealing  fairly  and  squarely  by  all,  and  his 
estimable  cluuacter,  as  well  as  his  capability,  has 
given  him  an  important"  place  among  the  civic  of- 
ficials of  the  township,  i  He  Ikts  represented  it  on 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  proving  himself 


well  qualified  for  that  position  b}'  the  able  way  in 
which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  is 
interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  as  School 
Director  for  six  years  has  promoted  it  in  ever^'  way 
possible.  The  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a 
faithful  supporter.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Avon, 
and  heartily  aid  its  every  good  work. 


JAMES  W.  ROSIN.  A  traveler  in  Fulton 
County  sees  many  attractive  homes,  not 
J  only  in  the  thriving  towns  but  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts,  the  evidences  of  prosperity 
and  good  taste  being  plentiful  on  every  hand.  In 
Buckheart  Township,  stands  a  substantial  two- 
storj'  house  of  pleasing  architectural  design,  around 
which  well-tilled  acres  stretch  and  adequate  farm 
buildings  cluster.  In  the  pasture  lands,  tliorough- 
bred  Short-horn  and  Durham  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  swine  may  be  seen.  Investigation  proves 
that  this  estate  belongs  to  James  W.  Rosin,  a  na- 
tive of  this  county,  who,  although  still  a  compara- 
tively young  man,  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser. 

The  parents  of  our  subjpct  were  Levi  and  Mary 
(Skinner)  Rosin,  natives  of  the  Bucke3'e  Stale,  who 
removed  to  Fulton  County,  III.,  in  the  '50s. 
After  a  short  sojourn  in  Liverpool  Township, 
where  our  subject  was  born  February  14,  1857, 
they  came  to  Buckheart  Township.  Here  the  father 
died  in  1861,  his  wife  having  a  short  time  before 
crossed  the  river  of  death.  The  children  being 
young  when  the  parents  died  the  family  history 
lias  not  been  preserved.  Levi  and  Serepta  Rosin 
had  three  children  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
youngest.  The  eldest,  Lewis,  born  in  1850,  is  now 
living  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  second  son 
died  when  very  young. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  James  Rosin  made 
his  home  with  friends  until  he  became  of  age. 
November  29,  1879,  he  married  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter of  Allen  Carver,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  this  volume.  His  chosen  companion 
is  competent  to  assist  him,  as  a  thrifty  woman  can. 
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ill  building  up  bis  fortunes,  in  carefully  rearing  the 
children  who  have  been  born  to  them,  and  in  carry- 
ing out  oveiy  neighborly  work  in  which  he  sees  fit 
to  engage. 

A  short  time  after  his  marriage,  in  1880,  Mr. 
Hosin  rented  a  farm,  which  he  occupied  until  1884, 
(luring  which  year  he  purchased  a  quarter  section 
of  his  father-in-law,  on  it  taking  up  his  permanent 
abode.  In  1889  he  erected  the  dwelling  which 
now  shelters  his  family  and  under  whose  roof  four 
blight  children  display  the  charms  of  childhood. 
They  are  Dollie  E.,  born  October  7,  1880:  Ernie 
B.,  March  17.  1883;  Elmer  F.,  May  9,  1885;  and 
Maude  Sybil,  August  28,  1887.  A  peaceable  and 
law-abiding  citizen,  an  intelligent  and  industrious 
tiller  of  the  soil,  and  a  man  of  honor  in  his  rela- 
tions with  mankind,  Mr.  Rosin  is  duly  respected  by 
those  by  whom  he  is  known. 

^i^^i  ^  111  ^  I'l^^Sli;, 

Y)  ONA.S  MORGAN,  son  of  Daniel  Morgan,  was 
born  September  12,  1800,  in  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, Va.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
but  of  Welsh  descent.  His  grandfather, 
Jonas  Morgan,  was  drafted  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  and  sent  to  Culpeper  Court  House,  to  be 
sworn  in,  hut  his  wife,  who  was  determined  to  save 
him,  dressed  herself  in  man's  clothing,  and  pre- 
sented herself  to  be  a  substitute  for  him.  The  dis- 
guise was  very  perfect,  and  she  with  her  husband 
left  the  camp  the  next  day.  He  was  never  after- 
wards called  upon  to  expose  his  life  in  behalf  of 
his  country. 

Mr.  Morgan's  father  was  in  the  Norfolk  War. 
His  mother,  who  prt^vious  to  her  marriage  was  ^Nliss 
Lydia  Devon,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  of 
Scottth  descent.  They  continued  to  reside  in  that 
State  a  number  of  years,  and  then  moved  to  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  made  their  home  until 
1834,  at  which  date  they  came  to  Putman  Town- 
ship and  remained  here  during  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  To  them  were  born  nine  children  ;  he  died 
in  1879,  and  she  breathed  her  last  in  1886. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  only  a  limited 
cductilion  in    the    common   schools    of  Ohio,    and 


commenced  a  business  career  for  himself  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  On  September  9.  1  822. 
he  married  Miss  Delilah  Burge,  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  Burge,  of  Penn.sylvania.  Mrs.  Mor- 
gan's parents  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio, 
and  died  in  that  State.  Immediately  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  IMoigan  settled,  in  Hoop  Pole  Town- 
ship. Licking  County.  Ohio,  on  a  farm,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  there  until  the  year  1833, 
when  he  moved  to  Illinois,  settling  on  his  present 
estate. 

Mr.  JMorgan  is  one  of  the  early  pioneers  in  this 
township,  and  is  about  the  oldest  settler  living  in 
this  school  district.  At  the  time  of  his  first  appear- 
anc3  the  country  was  in  a  very  wild  and  unculti- 
vated state.aiid  he  had  all  the  troubles  that  naturally 
attend  the  im[)rovement  of  a  farm.  He  came  just 
at  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  the  land 
upon  which  he  settled  was  all  timber.  He  built  a 
small  log  house,  and  lived  in  a  very  unostentatious 
and  quiet  manner,  and  by  means  of  never-failing 
industry  has  during  his  sixty  j-ears  of  residence 
here,  cultivated  this  land  after  the  most  improved 
methods.  He  has  done  an  immense  lot  of  hard 
work,  but  though  at  the  present  date  he  is  ninety 
years  of  age,  he  is  bright  and  a  cheerful  companion. 
In  fact  he  has  always  been  a  man  of  unusually 
strong  mental  and  physical  powers. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  the  following  nine  are 
living:  Daniel,  James,  Elizabeth,  Elmira,  Eliza,  De- 
lilah, Lydia,  William,  and  Harvey.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morgan  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  have  been  faithful  in  their  attendance 
for  miiny  years.  He  was  one  of  the  first  trustees 
of  this  church,  and  the  only  one  of  them  who  are 
living  at  the  present  lime,  and  has  been  Class  Leader 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  during 
five  3'ears.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Christian  Union,  and  was  also  a  member  of  a 
militia  company  in  Ohio.  He  has  been  a  pathmaster 
and  road-overseer. 

Our  subject  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics,  and  regularly  voted  the  Democratic  ticket, 
his  vote  being  cast  for  Andrew  Jackson.  Though 
he  and  Mrs.  Morgan  are  quite  advanced  in  years 
their  longevity  has   not  in  any  measure  destroyed 


ll 


PORTRAIT  A^'D  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


their  natural  amiability  and  desire  to  please.  With 
each  passing  year  they  have  continued  to  add  to 
the  long  list  of  tlieir  friends,  and  are  to-day  very 
much  respected  and  liked  throughout  the  commun- 
ity in  which  they  reside. 


'USTUS  EFFLAND.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  of  German  birth,  has  been  a  resident  of 
Fulton  County  since  1859  and  has  done 
good  work  in  aiding  in  the  rapid  develop- 
ment of  Deerfielil  Township  and  Fulton  County, 
and  their  present  high  standing  among  the  agri- 
cultural districts  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Effland  has 
been  successful  in  his  efforts  to  acquire  a  good 
home,  and  has  accomplished  his  purpose  by  strict 
attention  to  business  and  thorough  responsibility  in 
all  he  undertakes.  He  owns  and  occupies  an  estate 
on  section  7,  Deerfleld  Township,  which  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  of  well-stocked 
and  thoroughly-tilled  land.  The  most  of  the  work 
of  improvement  has  been  done  by  the  present 
owner,  including  the  clearing  of  about  twenty 
acres  and  the  digging  of  two  wells.  The  house, 
barn  and  other  improvements  are  substantial,  con- 
veniently located  and  sufficiently  adequate  for  their 
various  purposes. 

Our  subject  came  of  respectable  parentage,  his 
immediate  progenitors  having  been  John  and 
Thirza  (Sl;uhart)  EfHand.  Both  were  born  in 
Germany  and  tiie  father  died  there  in  1849.  The 
mother  came  to  America  in  1862  anil  breathed  her 
last  in  Ohio  in  1880.  The  birth  of  our  subject 
took  place  in  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  September 
16,  1837,  and  in  his  native  country  he  remained 
until  1857.  He  then  crossed  tiie  briny  deep,  be- 
lieving that  the  New  World  would  open  up  to  him 
a  broader  way  in  which  to  work  toward  tiie  desired 
result,  a  good  home. 

Tlie  young  man  located  in  Ottawa  County,  Ohio, 
spending  a  year  in  working  for  his  uncle  and 
another  in  farm  labor  for  a  cousin.  In  1859  he 
came  to  this  countj',  beginning  work  on  a  farm  in 
Ellisville  Township  for  his  brotiier,  wiili  wliom  he 
remained   until  the  war  l)roke  out.      He  then  iiired 


out  as  a  teamster  to  George  Maly  and  went  south 
to  Pittsburg  Landing,Jbeing  gone  six  months.  Hav- 
ing been^  taken  ill  he  returned  to  Ellisville,  then 
made  a  two  months'  trip  to  Ohio,  after  which  he 
returned  to  this  vicinity,  and  rented  a  farm.  A 
year  later^  he  wentCto  Ohio  after  his  bride  and 
buying  fifty-two  acres  in  Ottawa  County,  resided 
thereon  some  eighteen  months.  The  situation  did 
not  please  him  and  returning  to  this  counly  he 
rented  land  in  Deerfield  Township  until  1870,  then 
bought  eighty  acres  on  section  7.  There  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  ten  years,  grubbing,  fencing,  and 
otherwise  improving  the  land,  which  lie  finally  sold 
in  1880.  We  next  Bud  him  renting  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  23,  but  two  years  later 
buying  and  taking  possession  of  his  present  farm. 

The  efficient  and  devoted  woman  whom  Mr.  Eff- 
land won  for  his  wife  is  a  native  of  Hesse-Cassel, 
Germany,  a  daughter  of  .Tohn  and  Klizabeth  (Bur- 
hel)  Stick,  and  was  christened  Catherine.  Her 
marriage  to  our  subject  was  celebrated  January  24, 
1864.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Effland  have  had  tliree  sons 
and  five  daughters,  the  survivors  being  Henry, 
Anna,  Maggie,  Mary  a:.d  Nettie.  The  Qrst-born, 
John  H.,  died  April  1 1.  1SS3;  the  fifth  child,  Eliza, 
(lied  October  11,  1875;  and  the  seventh,  Freddie, 
April  11,  1881. 

Mr.  Effland  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes 
quite  an  interest  in  political  affairs.  He  has  served 
in  the  capacity  of  School  Director  and  Pathm.aster. 
He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church  to  the  support 
of  which  he  contributes  liberally  and  in  which  he 
has  held  the  office  of  Deacon  three  j-ears.  He  is 
well  known  throughout  the  county  and  respected 
as  Ills  industrious  and  upright  life  deserves. 


\F^ATRICK  MEEHAN.  One  of  the  most 
jjj  prosperous  dwellers  in  Orion  Township  is  the 
f^  gentleman  above  named,  a  merchant  and 
j  \  coal  operator  at  Breed's  Station.  His  finan- 
cial ability  is  unmistakable  and  has  secured  for  him 
an  excellent  business  during  the  few  years  in  which 
he  has  been  thus  engaged.  He  is  a  son  of  Dennis 
and  Mary  (O'Conner)  Meehnu.  natives  of  the  Km- 
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eralrl  Isle  who  emigrated  to  America  over  forty 
years  ago  and  settled  near  Chicngo.  The  subject 
of  this  brief  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm,  reaching 
years  of  maturity  amid  pastoral  surroundings. 

Eleven  years  ago  Rlr.  Moeiian  came  to  Fulton 
County,  securing  the  position  of  .Superintendent  of 
the  Seville  Coal  &  Lime  Company,  which  he  re- 
tained five  years.  He  then  began  mining  for  him- 
self and  opened  a  store  where  he  is  still  located, 
year  liy  year  increasing  his  commercial  resources. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  while  his  religious 
rearing  and  birthright  make  him  a  Roman  Catholic. 

On  August  8,  187-5,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
celebrated  between  the  subject  of  this  notice  and 
Miss  Catherine  Warren.  This  lady  was  born  Janu- 
ary 9,  1858,  is  well  informed,  possesses  much 
housewifely  skill  and  a  pleasing  and  estimable 
character.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meehan  two  children 
have  been  born,  named  Mar3'  and  Charles  respect- 
ively, who  are  receiving  the  best  advantages  which 
their  parents'  love  and  means  can  secure  for  them. 
The  Orion  mine  operated  by  Mr.  Meehan  has  a 
capacity  of  two  hundred  tons  per  day. 

ACOB  CO.SLER.  Fulton  County  is  greatly 
indebted  for  its  present  wealth  and  high 
standing  to  the  sturdy,  intelligent  and  en- 
•'  terprising  tillers  of  the  soil  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  developing  its  vast  agricultural  re- 
sources. As  a  worthy  member  of  its  farming  com- 
munity, who  has  contributed  toward  irs  material 
advancement,  and  has  been  very  prominent  in  its 
civic,  social,  religious  and  educational  life,  it  gives 
us  pleasure  to  represent  Mr.  Cosier  in  this  volume. 
He  has  long  been  associated  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Joshua  Townsliip  and  has  built  up  a 
comfortable  home  here  on  the  southwestern  quai- 
ter  of  section  5. 

Mr.  Cosier  was  born  near  Dayton,  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  June  25,  1823.  He  passed  the  early 
years  of  Irts  life  in  Greene  County,  a  half-mile 
from  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  was  a  mason  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  wliile  a  resi- 
dent  of    Ohio,    and    by    industry   accumulated    a 
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small  property.  In  1852  he  sold  it,  and  with  the 
proceeds  came  to  Illinois,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  making  the  journey-  with  a  team,  a  heavy 
wagon  and  one  light  wagon,  and  upon  his  arrival 
locating  in  Joshua  Township.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  education,  had  taught  school  in  Ohio 
for  three  terms  and  was  engaged  in  that  profes- 
sion the  first  winter  of  his  settlement  in  this  (State. 

Mr.  Cosier  first  settled  on  the  northwest  quar- 
ter of  section  26,  his  place  comprising  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  and  on  the  land  was  a  rude 
log  cabin  and  stable,  in  the  former  of  which  he 
and  his  wife  and  familj'  of  four  children  first  made 
their  home.  He  made  an  addition  to  the  cabin 
16x16  feet  in  dimensions,  and  lived  there  until 
1863,  when  he  built  a  neat  frame  house,  18x28  feet, 
with  an  "L"  16x24  feet.  In  1860  he  built  a  bank 
barn,  32x44  feet  in  dimensions,  and  erected  a 
wagon  shed  and  corn  cribs,  16x32  feet.  He  lived 
on  that  place  until  1877,  when  he  put  it  in  charge 
of  his  oldest  son,  who  still  operates  it. 

Our  subject  has  another  farm  of  eighty  acres 
on  the  western  half  of  the  southwestern  quarter 
of  section  14,  and  this  has  been  occupied  by  his 
youngest  son  since  1877.  Mr.  Cosier  came  to  his 
present  residence  in  1877.  It  consists  of  twenty- 
three  acres  of  choice,  highly  cultivated  land  on  the 
southwestern  quarter  of  section  26.  He  has  met 
with  good  fortune  in  the  prosecution  of  his  call- 
ing and  now  owns  two  hundred  and  twentj'  acres 
of  as  fine  farming  land  as  may  be  found  in  the 
county,  and  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Cosier  has  received  substantial  aid  in  what 
he  has  accomplished  from  his  devoted  wife,  for- 
merly Miss  Margaret  Miller,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  in  January-,  1845.  Their  wedded  life 
has  been  gladdened  by  the  birth  of  five  children, 
as  follows:  Cyrus  F.,  who  lives  on  section  26,  has 
been  twice  married;  he  first  married  Miss  Maxic, 
while  the  maiden  name  of  his  present  wife  was 
Frances  A.  Murph}^;  Barbara  Ellen  married  Will- 
iam H.  Geltmacher  and  lives  near  Good  Hope, 
McDonough  County;  Mary  Jane  married  Job 
Walker,  former  treasurer  of  Fulton  County,  who 
is  now  deceased;  she  is  living  in  Atlantic,  C.^ss 
County,  Iowa.     I>avid  F.  married  Caroline  Thorne 
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and  lives  on  section  14,  Joshua  Townsiiip;  and 
Lydia  Maria  married  John  D.  Young  and  lives 
near  Good   Hope. 

The  power  of  honesty  and  integrity  is  well  il- 
lustrated in  the  quiet  unpretentious  life  of  our 
subject,  as  all  agree  wiio  know  liini;  and  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  him,  realize  that  he  is  a 
Christian  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word  and 
practices  Christianity  in  his  daily  life.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected since  1843.  Mr.  Cosler's  fellow-citizens, 
recognizing  his  worth  and  his  good  capacity  for 
affairs,  have  often  called  him  to  take  part  in  the 
public  life  of  tlie  county  and  township,  and  he  has 
proved  an  invaluable  civic  officer.  He  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  since  1858,  and  has  ever 
been  a  peacemaker  rather  than  an  encourager  of 
litigation.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  ten  different  times,  and  has  served  as 
Assessor  six  terras.  He  is  still  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  is  also  School  Director,  having  always 
manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational  matters 
in  this  locality.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
lends  ready  aid  to  his  party. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  bo  noticed  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Cosier. 

1  LEXANDER  M ARANVILLE.  One  of  the 
rous  farmers  of  Lewistown  Town- 
ip,  IS  the  gentleman  above  named,  who 
was  born  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  on  the 
6th  of  March,  1841.  He  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  Louis  DeMaranville,  a  native  of  France,  and  a 
mrmber  of  the  French  army.  He  emigr.ated  to 
America,  locating  on  the  coast  of  Maine,  and  fol- 
lowing a  seafaring  life  until  his  last  years.  His  son, 
Lewis  Maranville,  (the  name  having  been  Angli- 
cized), was  born  in  the  Pine  Tree  State,  and  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  About  1802  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  making  the  entire  trip  with  teams.  Locating 
at  Ashtabula,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  resided 
there  until  death.     He  wa§  drowned  while  attempt- 


ing to  cross  a  stream.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Mary  Maranville,  she  also  being  of  French 
ancestry. 

The  next  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  was  a  sec- 
ond Lewis  Maranville.  a  son  of  the  couple  above 
mentioned,  and  a  native  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  follow- 
ing it  in  his  native  State  until  1830,  when  he  re- 
moved to  this  county,  making  the  journey  by  team 
and  being  six  weeks  on  the  road.  At  that  time  the 
county  was  very  sparsely  settled,  and  a  portion  of 
the  land  was  still  owned  by  the  Government.  ai;d 
f'.^r  sale  at  812;)  per  acre.  Deer,  turkeys,  and  other 
kinils  of  wild  game  were  plentiful.  After  follow- 
ing his  trade  a  few  years,  Mr.  Maranville  l)ought  a 
tract  of  timber  land  in  Lewistown  Township,  built 
a  dwelling,  began  to  clear  the  farm,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  With 
his  son  he  still  occupies  the  old  homestead  which 
now  ranks  among  the  good  farms  of  the  section, 
and  he  has  lived  to  see  the  surrounding  country 
develop  from  a  wilderness  to  a  well-settled  and 
wealthy  region. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  w.as  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Melinda  Huff.  Her  father,  .lolui 
Huff,  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  his  native  State,  and  about  1812 
removed  by  team  to  Hancock  County,  Ky.,  of 
which  he  was  a  pioneer.  At  that  time  Indians  were 
numerous  and  hostile,  and  the  few  settlers  were 
obliged  to  live  in  a  fort,  or  stockade.  He  cleared 
a  farm  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death.  His 
father,  William  Huff,  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  of 
Scotch  ancestry,  removed  to  Virginia,  and  thence 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  spent  his  last  years.  Mrs. 
Maranville  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  died 
on  the  homestead  here  in  1886.  She  reared  two 
sons,  he  of  whom  we  write,  and  Charles.  The  lat- 
ter served  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Infantry,  Company  A.  and  was  killed  lieforc  At- 
lanta, August  10    18G1. 

Our  subject  resided  with  his  parents  until  seven- 
teen years  old,  when  in  April,  1858,  he  started  with  a 
company  for  Pike's  Peak.  The  entire  journey  was 
made  with  teams,  the  Missouri  River  being  crossed 
from  Council  Bluffs  to  Omaha,  which  was  then  a 
hamlet.     Nebraska  contained    but    few   white  set- 
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tiers  except  along  the  streams,  while  the  plains 
abouuded  with  deer,  antelope  and  buffalo,  and  In- 
dians were  numerous.  On  the  'iffth  of  June  the 
parl_y  arrived  at  Denver,  then  a  village  of  about 
two  hundred  inhabitants  mostly  living  in  log  houses. 
Thence  Mr.  Maranville  went  to  the  mountains 
where  he  was  occupied  in  prospecting  about  four 
months,  after  wiiich  lie  again  crossed  the  plains 
and  reaching  AVaverU',  Iowa,  remained  there  seven 
months. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  lime  the  young  man 
returned  to  his  home,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  1862.  August  9  of  that  year  he  became  a 
member  of  Company-  A,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Infantry,  was  mustered  in  at  Peoria,  and  in 
November  sent  to  Tennessee.  The  regiment  spent 
the  winter  in  that  State,  going  to  A'icksburg  in  the 
spring,  and  during  the  noted  siege  forming  a  part 
ot  the  rear  guard  of  the  Federal  Army,  whose  ofHce 
was  to  prevent  Johnston's  forces  from  reinforcing 
those  in  the  city.  The  regiment  subsequently  par- 
ticipated" in  the  battles  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  and  accompanied  Sherman  on  the 
march  through  Georgia,  taking  part  in  all  the  bat- 
tles of  the  campaign,  including  the  siege  and  cap- 
ture of  Atlanta.  From  that  city  they  marched  to 
the  sea,  thence  by  the  Carolinas  and  Richmond  to 
Washington  to  participate  in  the  Grand  Review, 
after  which  they  went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  thej^ 
were  mustered  out  in  July.  1865. 

Mr.  Maranville  was  mustered  into  the  service  as 
Corporal,  and  served  as  such  until  August,  1863, 
when  he  became  a  baud  leader,  continuing  to  act 
;!s  a  musician  until  his  discharge.  While  assisting 
in  carrying  back  the  wounded  from  the  field,  he 
was  himself  wounded  three  times.  The  first  occa- 
sion was  at  Missionary  Ridge,  where  he  was  struck 
by  a  piece  of  shell,  being  thereby  laid  up  about  a 
month.  His  second  wound  was  from  a  spent  niinie 
ball  at  Atlanta,  and  the  third  from  a  piece  of  shell 
which  passed  through  his  right  hand  when  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  volunteer  service, 
Mr.  Maranville  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  and 
was  first  assigned  to  duty  in  Savannah.  Thence  lie 
was  sent  to  Governor's  Island,  subsequently  trans- 
ferred to  Annapolis,  and  finally  assigned  to   Alex- 


andria, Va.,  where  he  received  his  discharge  in 
August,  1866.  He  then  returned  to  his  home  and 
resumed  farming,"remaining_^in  this  county  until 
1873,  when  he  removed  to.  Benton  County,  Kan. 
After  tilling  the  soil  there  for  a  year,  he  removed 
to  Arkansas,  and  receiving  the  appointment  of 
Deputy  Marshal  for  the  Northern  District,  was 
stationed  at  Ft.  Smith  for  two  years.  He  tlien 
resigned,  returned  to  this  county,  and  has  since  oc- 
cupied and  operated  the  old  homestead. 

The  marriage  of.Alexander  Maranville  and  Celia 
Piper  was  solemnized  on  August  19,  1862.  The 
bride,  a  native  of  the  Keystone  3tate,  is  a  lady  of 
intelligence  and  estimable  character,  who  worthily 
fills  her  place  at  the  head  of  the  household.  Her 
family  consists  of  three  children— Annie,  Katie, 
and  Blanche.  Mr.  Maranville  is  a  believer  in,  and 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
His  army  life  is  commemorated  through  his  identi- 
fication with  Thomas  Lay  ton  Post,  No.  121,  G.  A. 
R.  He  also  belongs  to  Kenneth  Lodge  No.  146, 
K.  P..  and  to  Lewistown  Camp  No.  280.  M.  W.  A. 


IVILLIAMR.  WEAVER.  This  name  will  be 
njl  at  once  recognized  by  the  majority  of  our 
W^  readers  as  that  of  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Fulton  County.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
Shropshire  sheep,  having  some  of  the  finest  animals 
of  this  breed  to  be  found  in  the  United  States, 
many  of  them  imported.  On  account  of  his  interest 
in  this  work  he  has  bestowed  upon  his  estate  the 
name  of  Shropshire  Lawn.  It  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  which  are  tilled  in  the  most 
thorough  manner  and  are  adorned  with  a  fine  set 
of  buildings,  second  to  none  in  the  township.  They 
are  complete  in  all  their  aiipointments,  and  the 
dwelling  is  surrounded  with  all  that  goes  to  make 
a  home  pleasant  and  attractive. 

Our  subject  is   a  representative  of  a  prominent 

and  highly   respected   family,  whose  identification 

with  the  early  development  of  this  county  proved 

a  valuable  factor  in  its  civilization.     Going  back 

I    in  the  paternal   line  three  generations  we  come  to 
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the  Hon.  Isaac  ^Weaver,  of  the  Keystone  8tate, 
wliose  son  William  came  to  this  county  in  1835 
anii  died  at  Young  Hickory  April  11,  1879'  He 
was  accompanied  hither  by  a  son,  Isaac,  who  had 
l>een  born  in  Green  County,  Pa.,  July  13,  1819. 
This  Isaac  Weaver  was  married  in  Peoria  Count}', 
December  13,  1838,  to  Miss.  Harriet  C.  Reeve, 
whose  natal  day  was  July  10,  1811,  and  birthplace, 
Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.  The  young 
co,uple  settled  in  Deeriield  Township,  this  county, 
and  a  few  years  later  built  just  across  the  line  in 
Young  Hickory  Township.  They  remained  there 
until  1857,  then  removed  to  Prairie  City,  McDnn- 
ough  County,  where  Mrs.  Weaver  died  January 
27,  1879.  Mr.  Weaver  survived  until  January  28, 
1880,  breathing  his  last  in  the  same  city. 

Isaac  Weaver  was  higtil}-  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him,  being  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his 
dealings,  interested  in  the  true  welfare  of  those 
nboiit  him.  and  ever  ready  to  give  counsel  and  ad- 
vice to  the  many  who  sought  it  at  his  hands.  He  was 
well  read  on  all  subjects,  possessed  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  Christian  character.  He  filled  various 
offices  in  Young  Hickory  Township,  among  them 
being  that  of  Supervisor,  and  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Prairie  City  for  many  years.  He  was 
also  Notary  Public  and  a  successful  Pension 
Agent.  He  came  very  near  winning  the  race  for 
the  office  of  County  Judge  in  McDonough  County. 
He  look  an  active  interest  in  the  Sunday-school 
work.  His  wife  was  also  identified  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  AVeavtr  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  the  third  of  whom  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice — Eliza  M.,  the 
first-born,  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Beer;  Mary  E., 
the  second  child,  died  when  twenty-one  years  old; 
Harriet  C.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  S.  King;  Henry  C. 
died  when  about  a  year  old;  Isaac  F.  married  Miss 
Lydia  Brinkerhoff,  and  resides  in  Arkansas  County, 
Aik. 

William  R.  Weaver  was  born  in  Young  Hickory 
Township,  this  count}',  January  20,  1845.  He  was 
about  twelve  years  old  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Prairie  City,  wherein  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
continued  to  live  until  his  marriage.  He  assisted 
his  father,  who  operated  a  grain  elevator,  until  a 


few  months  after  his  majority,  when  he  established 
a  home  of  his  own  in  Young  Hickory  Township. 
After  living  there  about  five  years  he,  in  the  fall  of 
1870,  removed  to  Canton  Townshi]),  settling  on 
section  6,  where  he  has  since  remained.  He  pos- 
sesses the  progressive  ideas  of  the  age,  and  makes 
of  his  agricultural  pursuits  both  an  art  and  a  science. 
Ho  therefore  proves  successful  in  his  chosen  call- 
ing, gaining  from  the  fertile  soil  abundant  crops 
of  excellent  quality.  His  flock  of  sheep  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  entire  State  and  the  source  of  a 
good  income.  The  other  stock  is  of  (  ourse  excel- 
lent, and  the  machinery  used  upon  the  place  of  the 
most  approved  models. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  solemnized  in 
Canton  Township  February  1,  1866,  his  companion 
in  the  interesting  event  being  Miss  P-llen  Leeper. 
Her  family,  like  that  of  her  husband,  is  one  of  emi- 
nent respectability  and  has  been  identified  with 
the  development  of  this  county  for  more  than  half 
a  century.  Mrs.  Weaver  received  unexcelled  home 
training  and  good  educational  advantages,  and  is 
therefore  well  qualified  to  fill  her  place  at  the  head 
of  the  household.  She  joins  with  her  husband  in  ex- 
ercising the  most  generous  hospitality,  and  all  who 
cross  their  threshold  depart  with  ple.asing  memories 
of  her  grace  as  a  hostess  and  devotion  as  a  parent. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  have  two  sons — Frank  E. 
and  Loran  E. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Weaver  were  Thomas  and 
Eliza  (Lake)  Leeper.  The  father  was  born  in  Ohio 
in  1801,  and  the  mother  in  New  Jersey,  September 
9,1809.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  Januaryl8.1826,  and  there  tliey  made 
their  home  ten  years.  Thej'  then  removed  to  this 
county,  arriving  in  September,  1836,  and  locating 
in  Fairview  Township.  There  the  beloved  husband 
and  father  died,  November  9,  1859,  his  dying  hours 
cheered  by  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  his  widow  is  identified.  Besides  Mrs. 
Weaver  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leeper  included 
■ — Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of  David  Weaver  and 
died  in  Canton.  Canton  Township;  Mary  A.,  wife  of 
John  Williamson;  Catherine,  wife  of  J.  P.  Dean; 
Charlotte,  wife  of  Thomas  Pool,  whose  home  is  in 
Union     Township;   William,    who    married    Kate 
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Rose  and  lives  in  Ellisville Township;  George,  who 
was  liilied  at  Viclisburg,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  Seventy  second  Illinois  Infantr}',  known  as  the 
Board  of  Trade  Regiment;  Ann,  wife  of  Barney 
Green  well,  of  Farmington  Township;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Andrew  McBride,  of  Farmer's  City ;  Adeline, 
who  lives  in  Canton  Township. 

Mr.  Weaver  finds  time  in  the  midst  of  iiis  exten- 
sive personal  interests  to  bear  an  active  part  in  the 
l)(>litical  affairs  of  the  neighborhood,  in  educational 
matters  and  in  all  movements  which  tend  to  the 
general  welfare.  He  is  now  School  Trustee  and 
has  been  Director.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  the  hindrances  must  be  many  and  great  tliat 
keep  him  away  from  the  polls.  He  belongs  to  the 
American  Siiropshire  Registry  Association.  Per- 
sonallv.  he  is  one  of  the  most  genial,  compan- 
ionable men,  strictly  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and 
therefore  highly  reganled  by  all  with  whom  he  has 
to  do. 


J^/OSEPII  B.  NEfiLY.  Among  the  numerous 
avenues  by  which  men  pass  to  success  there 
I  is  none  that  affords  better  opportunities 
I  than  that  of  tilling  the  soil.  Without  doubt 
tlie  farmer's  life  has  less  of  cankering  care  in  it 
than  that  of  any  other  class  of  workers  in  the  busi- 
ness world.  He  leads  a  quiet  life,  free  from  the 
noise  anil  care  that  almost  invariably  attend  a 
commercial  career,  and  confident  that  his  labor  will 
bring  a  good  result.  Mr.  Negly  is  numl)ered 
among  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Fulton 
County,  111.,  who  having  accumulated  a  fortune, 
can  afford  to  rest  from  active  labor  and  enjoy  the 
comforts  wealth  can  procure.  As  such  we  are 
pleased  to  present  a  brief  account  of  his  life,  and 
also  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  his  litho- 
grapliic  portrait  on  the  opposite  page. 

The  place  where  Mr.  Negl}^  spent  the  earlier 
period  of  his  life  was  near  Mercersburg.  in  Mont- 
gomerj'  Township,  Franklin  Countj',  Pa.,  and  the 
date  of  his  birth  was  Jane  15,  1813.  He  comes 
of  German  lineage,  his  great-grandfather  coming 
from  the  Fatherland  at  a  very  early  day  and  lo- 
cating in  Pennsylvania.     In  that  Slate  Grandf.ithcr 


Eliab  Negly  was  born,  and  there,  after  [a  useful 
career,  he  passed  from  the  busy  scenes  of  earth. 
His  occupation  was  that  of  a  miller,  and  he  figured 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  immediate  pro- 
genitors of  our  subject  were  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Bowermaster)  Negly,  both  of  German  descent. 
The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  in  connection  with  his 
agricultural  labors  worked  as  a  blacksmith,  having 
learned  that  trade. 

The  parental  family  included  eight  children,  of 
whom  the  following  are  deceased :  John,  Mary, 
Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Eliab  and  Daniel.  The  survivors 
are:  Barbara  B.,  widov/  of  Jacob  Martin,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  our  subject.  He  of  whom  we  write 
W8s  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  continued  to 
live  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  prepared  to  establish  a 
home  of  his  own.    He  was  united  in  marriage,  June 

14,  1836,  with  Miss  Catherine  Wolf,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  daughter  of  David  and  Cath- 
erine (Buttesbaugh)  Wolf. 

The  record  of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Negly  is  as  follows:  David  Wolf  died  in  infancy; 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Newton  Ellis,  of  Canton; 
Ann  Maria  married  John  Brown,  of  Marshalltown, 
Iowa;  Joseph  W.  lives  near  Oilman,  Iowa;  Daniel 
P.  is  deceased;  George  owns  and  is  residing  at  the 
old  homestead  where  he  was  born:  Susan  is  the 
wife  of  N.  C.  Wilkinson,  of  Alta,  Iowa;  Jacob  M., 
the  second  child,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
while  with  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
Company  C;  William  H.,  the  youngest  child,  is 
deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Negly  was   married  in  Buckhcart  Township,  June 

15,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Almsley,  widow  of  Aaron 
Almsley  and  a  native  of  Germany.  Her  parents, 
Jacob  and  Catherine  (Slossen)  Tresser  left  the 
Fatherland  when  she  was  only  three  years  old,  emi- 
grating to  the  United  States  and  locating  near 
Chambersburg,  in  Franklin  County',  Pa. 

While  in  the  prime  of  early  manhood  our  sub- 
ject resolved  to  locate  in  the  West,  and  coming  to 
Canton,  111.,  in  October,  1844,  soon  afterward 
purchased  a  farm  in  Fairview  Township.  He  con- 
tinued to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  agricultu- 
ral pursuits  until  he  letired  from  his  active  labors 
and  settled  in  Canton  in    1883.'    At   one   time  he 
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engaged  in  tlie  iDercanlile  business,  being  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  dry-goods  store  and  succeeding  admir- 
ably in  tbal,  as  in  oilier  avocations.  In  polities  lie 
was  formerly  aWliig,  then  a  Republican,  and  still  fre- 
quently voles  the  latter  ticket,  although  he  is  now 
identified  with  the  Greenback  paity.  For  a  period 
of  fifteen  years  he  was  President  of  the  Fairview 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  He  is  a  Master 
Mason,  having  been  connected  with  the  Fairview 
Lodge  for  twenty  eight  years,  and  being  Master  of 
Fairview  Lodge  twelve  years;  he  is  also  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  For  a  time  he  was  in  Europe  buying 
horses  for  the  Canton  Importing  Company,  of 
which  he  was  made  President  on    his  return  home. 


(^^HOMAS  ,].  McELROY  is  a  native  of  this 
j^^^  county  born  August  23,  1847,  and  is  num- 
^^^  bei-ed  among  tiie  prosperous  and  well-to-do 
citizens  of  Harris  Township.  He  comes  of  fine 
old  Revolutionary  stock  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
H.  and  Elizabeth  (Humphrey)  McElroy,  natives  of 
Ohio.  His  father  was  born  June  21.  1808,  and  his 
mother  February  15,  1811.  They  had  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  the  sixth. 

Adam  McElroy,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  was  the 
paternal  grent-great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  He 
married  Miss  Raebael  McClure,  and  they  removed 
to  Ireland  and  settled  in  the  village  of  Drummore. 
County  Down.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Adam,  Rachael,  and  John.  The  latter 
was  the  direct  ancestor  of  our  subject,  and  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  Newall,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Frances  Newall,  who  lived  in  Lancaster,  England, 
near  Liverpool,  where  she  was  born  in  1674.  John 
and  Nancy  McElroy  had  twelve  children,  among 
whom  was  John  the  immediate  progenitor  of  the 
family  on  this  side  of  the  water. 

John  McElroy,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  volunteer  in  the  Pennsj-lvania  line,  enlisting 
January  1,  1776,  and  served  throughout  the  war  iu 
different  stations  until  1783,  a  period  of  seven 
years  ten  months  and  three  daj'S.  He  wrote  an  in- 
teresting aeeouut  of  his  Revolutionary  experience 
in  an  old  Bible  in  1816.     After  giving  the  dates 


of  the  birth  and  death  of  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
he  continues:  "  Twelfth  child,  John,  myself,  was 
born  May  22,  17.t8.  Our  family  emigrated  to 
America  in  1772,  and  my  mother  died  at  sea  on 
the  10th  of  May,  the  same  year.  We  landed  at 
Marcushook  tlie  22d  of  May,  1772,  my  birthday. 
And  in  1773  lived  in  Newcastle  County,  Delaware. 
In  1774,  I  lived  with  Robert  Finne}%  of  Delaware, 
"lairning"  painting  and  glazing,  and  part  of  1775, 
no  employment.  Lived  some  time  with  Alexander 
and  with  Samuel  Mears  in  the  Path  Valley,  Pa. 
The  first  of  January,  1776,  I  enlisted  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Battalion,  commanded  bj-  Col.  AVilliam 
Irvin,  of  Carlisle.  The  firsts  of  April  got  battalion 
raised  and  marched,  two  companies  at  a  lime,  first 
to  Lancaster,  and  on  to  Philadelphia,  there  getting 
knapsacks  and  blankets.  Went  by  water  to  Tren- 
ton, then  to  Elizabethtown  Point,  then  by  water  to 
New  York.  Then  by  water  to  Albany,  where  we 
received  tents  and  camp  equipage,  about  the  Isl 
of  May.  Then  to  Lancingburg.  Then  to  Half 
Moon.  Next  to  Saratoga,  crossing  the  Hudson 
River  at  Ft.  Edward,  then  to  William  Henry.  Then 
crossed  Lake  George  to  Ticonderoga.  Then  to 
Crown  Point,  then  crossed  Lake  Champlain  to  Si. 
John,  then  to  Ft.  Chamblee;  then  down  the  river 
Sorrell  to  St.  Lawrence.  Then  down  the  St. 
Lawrence.  Crossed  Lake  St.  Peter,  and  on  to 
the  Three  Rivers,  where  we  went  to  attack  the 
British  advance  guard.  But  the  previous  night 
the  whole  army  had  come  up  and  the  river  was 
full  of  sliiiis  and  transports.  However,  we  at- 
tacked them  and  of  course  got  handsomely  beat, 
losing  about  one  hundred  men,  mostly  prisoners. 
When  our  "battons"  (this  word  could  not  be  made 
out)  spied  the  British  "shippin,''  they  made  their 
escape  with  all  our  provisions,  so  we  traveled  eighty 
odd  miles  on  good  brown  pine  swam])  water.  This 
was  llio  first  time  I  ever  knew  what  real  hunger 
was. 

When  (we  came  to)  Barkee  our  boats  met  us 
with  a  three  pound  loaf  of  bread  to  each  man.  We 
tried  to  purchase  some  onions  from  an  old  Scotch 
woman  who  was  churning,  but  (she)  would  not 
take  paper  money.  We  contrived  to  run  away  with 
her  churn,  however,  and  took  it  into  some  bushes 
in  the  meadow.     The  bread  and  half  churned  but- 
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termilk  was  tlie  greatest  feast.  The  old  lady  miss- 
ino;  her  churn  damned  our  Yankee  souls  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  We  then  crosscdUhe  St. 
Lawrence,  nine  miles  wide.' to  the  camp  at  Sorrell. 
Next  day  we  retreated  up  the  Sorrell  to  Chamblee. 
AVe  burned  four  schooners,  a  gunboat,  the  fort  and 
everything  we  couldji.ot  get  up  the  falls.  Hoisted 
our  boats  up.  Burned  St.  John's,  and  on  to  Isle  au 
Hour,  where  we  rested  a  week.  Here  the  Indians 
gave  us  the  first  salute,  killing  two  officers  and  two 
privates.  Two  officers,  one  sergeant,  and  myself, 
being  about  one  hundred  yards  awa3'  at  a  spring 
below  the  house,  providentially  escaped,  we  being 
like  fools  all  unarmed.  The  Indians  were  off  in 
loss  than  three  minutes  with  four  scalps."  (Here 
the  article  abruptly  stops,  some  of  the  leaves  being 
evidently  torn  out.) 

This  gallant  Revolutionary  hero  lived  to  fight 
the  British  in  the  War  of  1812  and  died  at  a  ripe 
old  age,  February  17,  1841.'  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Miss  Mary  Backraan,  aged  nineteen,  at 
Easton,  Pa.,  February  13,  1782.  She  died  July  30, 
1799,  at  the  forks  of  Indian  Short  Creek,  of  child- 
l)irth.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  married  a  second 
time  March  22,  1800,  taking  as  his  wife  Miss 
Margaret  Hughes,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret  (Stade)  Hughes,  of  Baltimore  County,  Md. 
She  bore  him  ten  children,  among  whom  was 
Thomas  H.,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was 
born  June  21,  1808.  Tiie  famil3-  moved  to  Ohio, 
and  there  the  father  of  our  subject  was  married  at 
Warrentown.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Virginia  (Lewis)  Humphrey.  John  Humphrey 
was  a  captain  in  the  Revolution,  serving  as  an  offi- 
cer seven  years  under  Washington's  command.  He 
(lied  in  Ohio  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety  years. 
His  wife  was  Elizabeth  McKee,  of  Ireland,  and  she 
(lied  in  Ireland  while  George,  his  son,  was  a  child. 

Thomas  McElroy,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  sixth 
child  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  was  born 
August  23,  1847,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his  par 
ents  in  Marietta,  Fulton  County,  111.,  where  he 
grew  up  and  received  a  common  school  education. 
Mr.  McElroy  was  married  in  Macomb,  111.,  to 
Miss  M.  J.  McKeever.  She  was  born  in  Harri-son 
County.  Ohio,  September  16,  1853,  and  is  a  daugh- 


ter of  Archibald  and  Sidney(Timerman)  McKeever. 
Her  mother  was'^iorn  injVirginia,  a  daughter  of 
John  and ''Margaret  (Schoffer)  Tiraerraan,  of  that 
State.  Archibald  McKeever  was  a  native  of  New- 
York,  and  a  son  of  Judge]  McKeever.  He  was 
married  in  Ohio,  and  died, when  Mrs.  McElroy  was 
a  child. 


//M\\  ARSHALL  W.  SMITH.  Conspicuous 
///  ^  1\\  among  the  young  farmers  of  Banner  Town- 
JIJ  li!  ship  is  tiie  gentleman  above-named,  who 
'^  owns  and  operates  one  hundred  and  thirty 

acres  of  land  on  section  15.  He  was  horn  in  this 
county  October  24.  1853,  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
acquired  a  good,  practical  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  remained  an  inmate  of  his  fath- 
er's household  until  he  was  twent3'-five  years  of  age, 
when  he  took  a  companion  and  helpmate,  and  es- 
tablished a  home  of  his  own.  He  is  manifesting 
energy  and  intelligence  in  the  prosecution  of  hi& 
agricultural  labor,  giving  his  attention  to  mixed 
farming,  and  reaping  a  due  reward  for  his  efforts. 

On  January  10,  1879,  the  marriage  rites  were 
celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Miss  Rctta  Eli- 
nora  Spencer,  whose  excellent  qualities  had  won  his 
esteem.  The  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
four  children,  of  whom  one,  Nellie,  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are  George  Herman,  born  October  18, 
1881;  Hattie  Bell  M..  September  23,  1883;  Mary 
E.,  June  18,  1889.  George  Spencer,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Smith,  still  lives  in  this  county,  where  he 
made  an  early  settlement. 

Mr.  Smith  exercises  the  right  of  suffrage  in  be- 
half of  the  candidates  and  principles  of  Demo- 
cracy. He  has  been  Assessor  of  Banner  Township 
and  Collector  two  terms.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Anci(uit  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Canton. 
He  has  added  to  his  early  education  by  a  judicious 
use  of  good  journals,  by  personal  observation,  and 
by  contact  with  mankind.  His  character  is  up- 
right, and  his  future  life  promises  to  be  an  honored 
and  useful  one. 

Aaron  Smith,  the  pateinal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Brandenburg,  Prussia,  and 
emigrated  toAniericain  1799.  He  located  in  Jeffer- 
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sou  County,  W.Va..  where  his  son,Wm.  H.,  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  born.  Smithfield,  the  place  of  na- 
tivity of  William  H.  Smith,  was  named  in  hoDor 
of  the  family.  That  gentleman  came  to  this 
county  in  1835,  locating  in  Banner  Township, 
where  he  still  resides.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Wilcoxcn,  and  is  now  deceased. 

-^ ^  ^  ^^-^ ^ 


WILLIAM  T.  ROBERTSON,  of  Robeitson 
Bros.  &  Co.,  the  leading  dry-goods  lirm 
of  Farmington,  is  a  stirring  young  mer- 
chant, a  man  of  unimpeachable  integritj',  and  great 
business  ability.  He  is  a  sou  of  the  well-known 
James  Robertson,  who  is  now  living  in  retirement 
iu  Farmington,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  handsome 
income. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ireland, 
and  was  there  married  to  Rachael  Cunningham. 
They  came  to  America  soon  after,  and  spent  a  few 
years  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Robertson  worked  at 
his  trade  in  that  city  four  or  five  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  where  he  remained 
several  years.  In  1854  he  emigrated  to  Illinois 
and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Farming- 
ton.  He  has  prospered  in  business  here,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life 
in  tlieir  commodious  home.  He  is  now  nearly  sev- 
enty-two j'oars  of  age,  and  she  is  seventy.  They 
are  fine  people,  and  are  held  iu  the  highest  estima- 
tion by  the  entire  community  where  so  many  years 
of  their  life  huve  passed.  They  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely :  Robert  J.,  who  is  cashier  of  the  Wash- 
ington County  Bank,  of  Akron,  Col.;  Joseph,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Farming- 
ton  ;  James,  who  is  a  member  of  the  same  firm  as 
our  subject;  Rachael,  wife  of  James  Irwin,  of  Ak- 
ron, Col.;  William  Thomas,  and  Mary  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Crane,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Farm- 
ington. 

W.  T.,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written,  is  a  fine 
representative  of  the  native-born  citizens  of  Farm- 
ington. His  birth  took  place  here  December  4th, 
1854,  and  here  he  was  reared  and  educated.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he   commenced   his   initiation 


into  I  he  mercantile  business  as  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Rich- 
ards' drj'-goods  store.  He  remained  in  the  employ 
of  that  gentleman  twelve  3'ears,  and  his  fidelity  to 
the  interests  of  his  employer,  his  promptness  and 
his  excellent  business  capacity,  received  their  due 
reward,  and  at  the  end  of  tliat  time  his  old  em- 
ployer took  him  into  partnership.  They  have  a 
convenient,  well-arranged  store,  and  a  capital  stock 
of  812,000;  the  trade  that  they  command  is  a  large 
one  and  brings  them  in  much  money. 

Mr.  Robertson  and  Miss  Cora  A.  Smith,  were 
married  in  1885.  Mrs.  Robertson  is  a  daughter  of 
George  Smith,  proprietor  of  the  Palace  Hotel  of 
Farmington,  ana  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
region. 

In  the  prett}',  cozy  home  that  they  have  estab- 
lished here,  one  cliihl  has  been  born  to  them — Al- 
bert S.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  possess  many 
pleasant  personal  qualities,  are  people  of  the  best 
social  standing,  and  have  many  warm  friends.  Mr. 
Robertson  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Politiuall}'  he  gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic 
part3-. 


§ENJAMIN  F.  TURNER  belongs  to  that 
class  of  agriculturists  whose  efi'orts  make  of 
this  county  the  garden  spot  of  Illinois.  He 
is  a  comparatively  young  man,  having  been 
born  in  1850,  and  has  spent  his  life  in  this  county. 
He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  1886  when  he 
established  a  home  of  his  own  on  section  6,  Banner 
Township,  where  he  has  one  hundred  acres  of  fine 
land,  well  improved  with  good  buildings  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  fences,  orchards,  etc.  His  land  is  thor- 
oughly tilled,  produces  abundantlj-  and  the  crops 
are  of  excellent  quality. 

The  attractive  home  of  our  subject  is  presided 
over  b}'  a  capable  housewife,  formerly  known  as 
Miss  Ettie  Tucker.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James 
Tucker  of  this  county,  was  well  reared  and  edu- 
cated, carefull}'  instructed  in  the  principles  of  life 
and  in  womanly  attainments.  She  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  March  15,  1877,  and  has  borne  him 
three  children — Delia,  Nellie  and  Rose. 

Mr.  Turner  is  a  believer   in  and    a   supporter  of 
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the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Well  in- 
formed regarding  topics  of  general  interest,  en- 
terprising in  business  and  honorable  in  his  dealings 
with  his  fellow-men.  he  is  regarded  with  respect  as 
a  worthy  citizen  and  stanch  friend. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  and  Sarah  A. 
Turner,  were  early  settlers  in  this  county,  having 
located  in  Buckiieart  Township  in  tlie  '30s.  The 
old  church  in  their  neighborhood  is  still  known  as 
Turner's  Churcli.  The  father  breathed  his  last 
December  1.3,  1886,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  at 
a  ripe  old  age.  Their  family  consists  of  eiglit 
ciiildren  besides  our  subject — Henry  F.,  married 
Charlotte  Wellerand  lives  in  Dakota;  Mary,  mar- 
ried B.  F.  Duryea  and  lives  in  tiiis  count3';  Wil- 
liam P.,  married  Elizabeth  Ketchum,  his  home 
lieing  in  Banner  Townsliip;  Louisa  married  George 
Duryea  and  lives  in  Stark  County;  Eliza  is  tlie 
wife  of  W.  H.  Williams,  her  home  also  being  in 
Stark  County;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  An- 
derson, their  home  being  in  Los  Angeles,  C'al.; 
Alice  married  Harvey  Burhans  and  lives  in  this 
county;  Joseph  \.  married  Lizzie  Early,  Ins  home 
being  at  Hopkins.  Mo. 


PAVID  LUPPjR.  Among  the  residents  in  Lee 
;  Township  who  are  spending  their  declining 
years  in  the  enjoj'ment  of  peace  and  plenty, 
<>btained  by  their  industrious  efforts  and  good 
management,  and  secure  in  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them,  are  David  Luper  and  his  good  wife, 
whose  portraits  appear  on  the  opposite  page  and 
whose  pleasant  home  is  on  section  16,  Lee  Town- 
sliip. The  happy  couple,  although  living  alone, 
tlieir  children  being  married  and  settled  in  homes 
of  their  own,  find  much  to  enjoy  in  life.  One  of 
the  greatest  pleasures  Mr.  Luper  can  have  is  to 
converse  with  an  interested  listener  regarding  the 
early  da3's  and  the  pioneer  life  in  which  he  bore  a 
part.  He  speaks  of  the  days  when  grain  was 
tlueshed  by  driving  tlie  horses  over  it;  when 
twenty-live  cents  was  paid  for  letter  carrying;  wheat 
sold  for  twentj^-live  cents  per  bushel,  and  salt  cost 


$4  per  bushel.  He  hauled  his  own  grain  to  Can- 
ton, between  which  place  and  Macomb  there  was 
not  a  postofBce. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Crawford 
Count3%  Pa.,  January  7,  1814.  His  parents,  Jacob 
and  Nancy  (McMurtry)  Luper,  were  born  in  the 
Keystone  State  in  1792  and  removed  to  Ohio  in 
1834.  They  spent  the  remnant  of  their  days  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  the  mother  dying  two  years 
after  tiieir  removal  thither  and  the  father  in  1842. 
Their  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  named  respectively:  David,  Martin, 
John.  Jasper,  Sarah,  Harriet  and  Abigail,  all  of 
whom  survive.  Tlie  eldest  son,  our  subject,  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Ohio  and  remained  with 
them  there  four  j'ears.  He  then,  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Ehenezer  Sanford,  started  for  Illinois  with 
a  team,  traveling  much  of  the  time  without  seeing 
a  house.  They  landed  in  Ellisville,  this  county,  in 
February,  1838,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  Mr. 
Luper  bought  fortj'  acres  of  land  where  he  now 
resides.  He  cleared  and  improved  a  tract,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
He  has  given  his  sons  a  farm  and  still  retains  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Luper  and  Miss  Lois  Curtis 
was  celebrated  March  10,  1842.  Mrs.  Luper  was 
born  in  Ohio  May  23.  1823,  and  in  1837  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  this  count}'.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Enos  and  Lucy  (Smith)  Curtis,  who  were 
born  in  the  Empire  State,  lived  in  Ohio  a  few  years, 
and  passed  the  remnant  of  their  d.ays  in  this  Slate. 
Mr.  Curtis  died  in  1854,  ten  years  after  his  good 
wife  had  crossed  the  river  of  death. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luper  have  had  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infanc}'.  The  survivors  :ire 
Luc3'  Ann,  now  the  wife  of  Peter  Wood  and  living 
in  Pukwana,  Brule  County,  S.  Dak.;  Huldah  A., 
wife  of  Lorenzo  Barnes,  their  home  also  in  Da- 
kota; Henry  L.,  who  married  Nanc}'  Pearce  and 
lives  in  Lee  Township;  Emily  C,  wife  of  David 
Louk,  whose  home  is  in  Lee  Township;  Martin  J., 
who  married  Maggie  Shecklcr  and  lives  in  Ellis- 
ville Township;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  1).  C.  Smith, 
whose  home  is  in  Lee  Township. 

What  is  now  Lee  Township  was  organized  into 
a  precinct  in  1841,  with  thirteen  voters,  of  whom 
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Mr.  Luper  and  Mr.  Harrison  Rigdon  are  the  only 
survivors.  Mr.  Luper  was  one  of  tlie  first  High- 
way Commissioners  in  the  town  of  Lee,  and  tlie 
second  .Scl-ool  Treasurer  in  the  township.  He  is  a 
stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party.  Botli 
Mv.  and  Mrs.  Luper  have  been  members  of  liie 
Baptist  Church  for  forty  years  and  Mr.  Luper  has 
been  Deacon  and  Trustee.  They  donated  §100  to 
the  Chicago  University  in  1860  and  also  gave  to 
the  Baptist  Union  Theological  Seminary  of  Chicago 
in  1873.  They  have  taken  the  Standard,  a.  reli- 
gious and  family  newspaper,  published  in  Chicago, 
since  1853.  On  bis  return  from  a  visit  to  Penn- 
sylvania a  few  years  since,  Mr.  Luper  witnessed 
the  burning  of  a  ship  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where 
more  than  three  hundred  lives  were  lost.  It  is 
probable  that  no  couple  now  living  in  the  county 
are  more  highly  respected  than  our  subject  and  iiis 
wife,  and  certainly  none  are  better  deserving  of 
representation  in  this  volume  than  the  aged  couple 
who  have  witnessed  so  much  of  the  growth  of  the 
county. 

D^EWTON  ELLIS,  formerly  a  prominent  far- 
fj  mer  and  stock-raiser,  is  now  residing  in 
5j  Canton,  devoting  his  attention  to  looking 
after  his  investments  there  and  elsewhere,  besides 
having  a  brick  business  edifice,  good  residence  and 
other  property  within  the  city  limits.  He  is  one  of 
the  vast  army  who  spent  weary  months  in  cam- 
paign life  in  order  to  presei-ve  the  L^nion  and  as 
such  is  deserving  of  the  respect  of  all  who  love 
their  country. 

Isaac  Ellis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  in  1803,  and  died  in  this  county  in 
1877.  When  quite  young  he  became  a  resident  of 
Tennessee  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
Nancy  Jennings.  This  lady  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see February  22,  1807.  She  is  of  English  extrac- 
tion in  the  paternal  line,  while  the  Ellis  family  is  of 
Scotch  descent.  In  1830,  Isaac  Ellis,  and  his  fam- 
ilv,  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  a  wife  and  two 
children,  removed  to  this  count}',  locating  in  what 
is  now  Canton  Township.  Taking  possession  of  a 
tract  of  new  land,  the  husband  and    father  opened 


up  and  improved  the  same,  carrying  on  general 
farming.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  force 
of  character,  a  good  financier,  and  accumulated  a 
handsome  properly,  leaving  a  valuable  estate  when 
called  hence.  His  loss  was  mourned  by  a  wife  and 
ten  children  and  he  had  been  preceded  to  the 
tomb  by  one  child.  His  widow  is  still  living,  in 
the  possession  of  all  her  faculties,  occupying  the 
old  homestead  which  has  been  the  scene  of  so  mucii 
of  her  life  work. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  in  December, 
1843,  and  on  the  farm  in  the  township  of  which  he 
is  still  an  honored  resident,  he  grew  nearly'  to  luan- 
hood.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  where  he 
acquired  a  good  practical  understanding  of  the 
branches  taught,  and  in  the  intervals  of  study  bore 
his  share  of  the  work  going  on  upon  the  estate  un- 
til after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  He  was 
about  eighteen  years  old,  when,  in  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Companj'  C,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  Col.  Dickerman  commanding.  When 
thoroughly  organized  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  to  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  commanded  by  Gen.  John  A.  Logan. 
Besides  bearing  his  part  in  what  are  considered  the 
minor  duties  of  campaign  life,  although  frequently 
as  arduous  and  dangerous  as  participation  in  bat- 
tle, Mr.  Ellis  took  part  in  several  of  the  most 
bloody  eng.agements  of  the  war.  Among  these  we 
mention  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Kcn- 
esaw  Mountain.  At  the  last  he  received  a  serious 
wound,  a  shot  penetrating  the  fleshy  part  of  the  leg 
just  below  the  knee  and  unfitting  him  for  duty.  He 
was  taken  to  the  Jeffersonville  (Ind.)  Hospital  in 
which  he  was  forced  to  remain  some  months. 

When  mustered  out  of  the  service,  in  June,  1865, 
Mr.  Ellis  returned  to  his  home  in  this  county  and 
engaged  in  farmiiig  and  stock-raising,  pursuing  his 
enterprises  successfully  for  some  years.  He  was 
actively  engaged  thus  until  1882,  when  he  moved 
into  the  city  of  Canton,  establishing  himself  in  a 
pleasant  residence  on  the  south-west  corner  of  Elm 
and  Second  Streets.  Here  with  his  chosen  com- 
panion he  is  enjoying  the  good  things  of  life  in  the 
midst  of  an  intelligent  and  respected  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. 

In  the  spring  of  1871  Mr.  Ellis  led  to  the  hymen- 
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e.il  altar  Miss  Kate  Negley,  at  that  time  a  resident 
of  this  county,  but  a  nativf3  of  Franldin  County, 
Pa.  Mr.  Ellis  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
teinily.  He  has  fille^l  some  minor  offices  of  trust, 
among  them  being  the  Mayoralty  of  Canton,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1889.  In 
polilies  he  is  a  Republican. 


J"'  R.  YERION,  proprietor  of  the  Diamond 
Grocery  House,  at  Farmington,  although  a 
'  young  man  has  gained  great  popularity  both 
'  in  that  place  and  the  surrounding  neighbor- 
hooii,  and  does  an  extensive  grocery  business. 
There  is  probably  not  within  the  precincts  of  Farm- 
ington a  more  stirring  and  wide-awake  business 
man,  or  one  who  has  succeeded  better  in  bis  chosen 
occupation  than  has  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
he  is  generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  his  community.  He  is  a  commercial 
traveler,  and  by  his  engaging  manners  and  ex- 
cellent tact  commands  an  immense  amount  of  trade, 
anil  is  the  object  of  much  admiration.  He  occupies 
a  prominent  place  in  social  circles,  being  a  young 
man  of  wealth  and  of  culture,  and  is  noted  in  busi- 
ness for  his  promptness  and  strict  integrity. 

Mr.  Yerion  has  for  several  years  been  engaged  j 
in  the  grocery  business,  and  had  previous  to  that 
time  clerked  in  a  store.  He  was  born  at  Cappa, 
HI.,  his  father  being  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
minister  at  that  place  for  eleven  years.  The  father 
after  reaching  his  fiftieth  year  died  at  Farmington 
t(j  Nvhich  point  he  had  removed.  The  mother  of 
our  sketch  was  previous  to  her  marriage  Miss 
Catherine  Patton,  and  was  a  native  of  West  Virginia. 
The  great-grandfather  Yerion  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  was  of  German  descent,  the 
family  having  settled  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  time 
of  William  Penn.  The  Patton  family  were  closely 
identified  with  the  Civil  War. 

Our  subject's  parents  were  married  at  Cappa, 
and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  viz:  Adelia, 
Alva,  George,  Joseph  R.,  John  and  Willie,  who 
died  when  three  years  old.     Our  subject  passed  his 


early  life  on  a  farm  and  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Farmington,  and  here  attended 
school.  In  1881  he  commenced  clerking  and  con- 
tinued in  this  position  three  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1884  he  went  to  Jacksonville,  this  State,  where  he 
took  a  course  in  Brown's  Commercial  College,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1885  going  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  he 
was  employed  as  salesman  for  a  St.  Louis  stove 
company.  In  1886  he  engaged  with  Dunn  <fe 
Forsyth  dry.goods  merchants  of  Farmington,  and 
remained  with  them  seventeen  months.  He  went 
to  Arkansas  City,  Kan.,  in  1887,  where  he  engaged 
in  a  wholesale  grocery  business  with  J.  Kroenert  & 
Co.  traveling  through  Western  Kansas  and  in  the 
Cherokee  Strip.  In  the  year  1888  he  returned  to 
Illinois  engaging  with  Schipper  &  Block,  dry -goods 
merchants  of  Peoria,  and  taking  charge  of  the 
woolen  department  there  for  seventeen  months. 

Our  subject  was  married  June  23,  1889,  to  Miss 
Effle  Wilson,  daughter  of  David  and  Martha  (Smith) 
Wilson.  She  was  born  and  educated  at  Farming, 
ton.  Mr.  Yerion  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge,  No. 
44.  He  started  in  his  present  business  March  .5, 
1890  and  has  a  fine  line  of  staple  and  fancy  gro- 
ceries and  is  doing  a   very   satisfactory   business. 

Mr.  Yerion  has  before  him  the  prospect  of  a 
bright  future,  and  has  many  warm  friends  in  this 
community. 


c 


HARLES  L.  CLAYTON  is  a  wide-awake 
young  man  of  this  county,  now  actively 
connected  with  its  business  interests  as  a 
manufacturer  of  cigars  in  Canton,  belonging  to  the 
firm  of  C.  L.  Clayton  &  Co.  He  w.as  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  county  near  Farmington, 
September  21,  1859,  the  second  son  of  Ezekiel  and 
Phoebe  (Randolph)  Clayton,  who  came  from  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  they  being  natives  of  that  State.  Thev 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  this  county,  and  took 
part  in  its  agricultural  development.  When  Ch.irles 
was  eight  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
Canton  from  their  farm,  and  his  father  was  pros- 
perously engaged  in  the  meat  business  here  several 
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years.  He  died  in  1880,  and  his  death  removed 
from  the  community  one  of  its  good  and  valued 
citizens.  His  wife  aud  eight  children  survived 
liim.  He  had  two  sons  aud  six  daughters  of  whom 
the  following  is  recorded:  Lottie,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Mahaffey,  of  Farmington  Township;  Isaac 
R.  is  a  farmer  iu  Nebraska;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  I. 
V.  Dean,  of  Canton;  Alice  was  a  teacher  and  died 
in  1886;  Alvira  S.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Sutton,  of 
Canton;  Orpha  and  Emma  are  at  home  with  their 
mother. 

Charles  L.  Clayton  was  educated  in  the  Canton 
schools,  and  subsequently  worked  on  a  farm  for 
several  years.  He  then  came  to  Canton  and  worked 
for  W.  O.  Dean  in  the  cigar  business  and  was  with 
him  eight  years.  He  then  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  in  the  spring  of  1889, 
associating  himself  with  J.  R.  May.  Their  estab- 
lishment is  on  South  Main  Street  and  it  is  well 
fitted  up  with  all  the  best  appliances  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cigars,  of  which  they  make  a  superior 
article.  They  employ  eight  hands,  and  have  orders 
as  fast  as  they  can  fill  them. 

In  1884  Mr.  Clayton  and  Miss  Lillie  Keeling, 
daughter  of  Iladen  and  Catherine  Keeling,  were 
united  in  marriage.  One  son  has  come  of  their 
happy  wedded  life,  whom  they  have  named  Fred- 
erick Keeling.  Mr.  Clayton  interests  himself  in 
the  public  life  of  Canton,  in  which  lie  has  borne  an 
honorable  part,  serving  as  Alderman  of  the  Second 
Ward  one  term.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  The  home  of  himself  and 
his  wife  at  No.  209  West  Adelpha  Street  is  the 
abode  of  a  pleasant  hospitality  and  their  many 
friends  often  find  a  cordial  welcome  beneath  its 
roof. 

'^  '   -"'^  -»«!«?* 

l^jOBERT  BOGUP:,  who  operates  the  Harper 
lU^  &  Marshall  mill,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  early 
\^  pioneers  of  this  county.  He  is  a  well-known 
and  respected  resident  of  Vermont,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  for  several  years.  He  was 
born  November  3,  182(j,  near  Freeport,  Harrison 
County,  Ohio. 

Job   Bogue    was   a   native    of  North    Carolina, 


where  he  was  born"  January  5,  1785.  He  was  a 
son  of  Robert ^Bogue,  who  was  born  in  1705,  it[is 
tliought,  in  Wales.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was;three  times  married;  and  tlie  fathtr 
of  our  subject  was  a  son  by  the  third  marriage, 
and  he  was  the  youngest  child  of  tiie  family,  his 
father  being  eighty  years  old  when  he  was  born. 
The  latter  died  in  1788.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends. 

The  father  of  our  subject  left  his  parental  home 
when  he^was  very  young  and  went;t()"  live  with 
Burden  Stanton,  a  Quaker,  who  resided  in  Jones 
County,  N.  C.  He  remained  witli  him  until 
1800,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  ami  he  then 
started  out  in  the  world  for  himself,  and  made  his 
way  to  that  part  of  the  Northwestern  Territory 
now  known  as  Harrison  Couuty,  Ohio,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  shoemaker,J  which  he  followed  for  a 
time,  and  then  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  fall  of 
1829  he  started  with  a  five-horse  team,  taking  with 
him  his  wife  and  eight  children,  and  his  sister  and 
her  three  children,  and  his  household  goods.  He 
left  Ohio,[and  started  further  westward.  When 
he  arrived  at  the  Black  Swamp,  in' Indiana,  he  be- 
came stuck,  and  so  passed  the  winter  there.  He 
was  very  industrious,  and  after  ho  was  settled  he 
engaged  in  teaming,  gathering  cor;i,  etc.,  and  made 
money  by  whatever  means  he  could. 

In  ths  month  of  April,  1830,  he  again  started  on 
his  westward  journey-  and  drove  to  Fulton  County, 
arriving  at  Lewistown  May  3.  At  that  time  the 
place  was  but  a  small  hamlet,  and  was  nearly  all  of 
log  houses.  He  remained  tvith  friends  a  few  days, 
and  on  Maj-  7  settled  on  Ipava  prairie,  of  which 
he  was  the  earliest  pioneer.  He  entered  one  hun- 
dred and  sixtj'  acres  of  prairie  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  went  to  Lewistown  to  get  assistance 
to  raise  the  log  house  which  he  had  erected  there. 
At  that  time  Indians  still  lingered  here,  and  deer, 
wild  turkeys  and  all  kinds  of  game  were  plentiful. 
The  Indians  were  frequent  callers  and  were  always 
hungry.  Tht  first  one  who  called  at  Mr.  Bogue's 
log  dwelling  w.as  alone,  aud  had  with  him  two 
deer,  which  he  wanted  to  trade  for  salt,  and  would 
give  him  his  deer  for  a  quart  of  that  article.  Mr. 
Bogue,  with   characteristic    hospitality,   asked  him 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPUItAL  ALBUM. 


593 


in  lo  supper,  of  wbicli  he  ate  heartily,  and  watch- 
ing liis  opportunity  would  occasionally  slip  a  slice 
of  bread  under  his  blanket.  No  railways  or  canals 
were  liuilt  in  this  part  of  the  country  for  several 
years  after  Mr.  Bogue  settled  here,  and  when  river 
tratfic  began  the  towns  on  the  river  banks  were  the 
markets. 

The  father  of  our  subject  broke  quite  a  tract  of 
land  and  planted  an  orcliard,  and  continued  to  live 
on  his  first  purchase  until  1835,  when  he  sold  out 
ami  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Vermont 
Township.  It  had  no  improvements,  and  was  a  very 
lonely  and  secluded  spot,  as  there  was  not  a  house 
where  Vermont  now  stands.  He  built  a  substantial 
two-story  hewed  log  house  and  later  a  frame  addi 
tion.  He  cleared  quite  a  tract  of  land,  and  made  his 
home  thereon  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he 
went  to  reside  witli  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Edith  A.  Mar- 
shall. He  died  in  1876  in  his  ninety-second  year. 
He  had  lived  to  see  the  country  develop  from  a 
wilderness  to  a  well-settled  and  wealthy  county, 
.■md  did  his  share  in  promoting  its  growth,  and 
his  name  will  ever  be  cherished  among  its  pioneers. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Mary  A.  Easley.  She  was  born  in  ^'irginia, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Easley.  Her  death 
occurred  on  the  old  homestead  in  1870.  She  reared 
the  following  eleven  chddren  :  Sarah,  Elizabeth, 
Daniel,  Edith  A.,  Jonathan,  Joel  H.,  Robert, 
Phoebe,  Jesse,  Stephen  and  Rhoda. 

Robert  Bogue,  of  whom  we  write,  was  but  three 
years  old  when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents.  He  has  grown  up  with  the  county  and 
remembers  well  the  incidents  of  their  crude  life 
among  the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  pioneer 
scliools  of  the  county,  including  the  first  one  ever 
taught  in  Vermont.  The  term  of  that  school  com- 
menced in  December,  1836,  and  was  taught  in  a 
hewed  log  house  of  which  the  furniture  was  home- 
made. The  finest  bench  in  the  establishment  was 
made  of  a  hewed  log,  which  was  wider  than  the 
rest.  The  remainder  of  the  benches  were  made  of 
split  poles.  There  were  no  desks  in  front  of  the 
seats,  but  in  the  place  thereof  was  a  plank  on  either 
side  of  the  room,  that  was  placed  on  wooden  pins 
which  were  inserted  into  holes  in  the  wall,  which 
served  as  writing  desks.     As  soon  as  large  enough, 


Mr.  Bogue  began  to  assist  in  clearing  land  and  in 
tilling  the  soil,  and  resided  with  his  parentsHthus 
occupied  until  1849.  In  that  year  he  went  to 
Browning's  Landing,  Schuyler  County,  and  en- 
gaged in  a  sawmill,  and  resided  there  until  1865. 
He  then  returned  to  the  home  farm,  and  carried  on 
agriculture  one  year.  We  next  hear  of  him  in 
Bernadotte,  where  he  operated  a  mill  three  months. 
At  the  expii'ation  of  that  time  he  came  to  Vermont 
and  with  A.  B.  Kirkbride,  established  a  spoke  fac- 
tory and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  spokes  until  1874.  For  the  last  fifteen  years, 
with  the  exception  of  1883,  which  he  S[)ent  in  Ore- 
g(jn,  he  has  operated  the  Harper  <fe  Marshall  mills. 
The  first  eight  j'ears  he  managed  it  in  the  interest 
of  his  brother  Jesse,  who  then  owned  it. 

Mr.  Bogue  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage,  in  1858,  was  to  Mary  A.  Marshall.  She 
was  born  in  Pleasant  Township,  this  county,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Marshall.  Her 
death  occurred  in  October,  1864,  while  yet  in  life's 
prime.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1866,  was  to  Mrs.  Martha 
(Dunlap)  Ramsey.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Bogue 
had  one  child — Fred,  who  resides  near  Gardner, 
Johnson  County,  Kan.,  and  by  his  second  marriage, 
two  chihlren — Sarah  and  Mar}'.  Mrs.  Bogue  is  a 
member  of  the  Free  Methodist.  Cluiroh. 


H^|= 


1^ 


i¥  OSEPH  L.  ROSE  is  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
I  gent,  progressive  and  enterprising  of  the 
^_  I  native-born  citizens  of  this  county.  Though 
l^J/y  so  young,  but  few  men  of  his  calling  have 
been  more  successful  than  he,  as  he  is  already  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  this  part 
of  Illinois.  He  is  an  extensive  land  owner  and  he 
is  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable  farm  in  Lewistown 
Township  where  he  makes  his  home,  and  carries  on 
his  business. 

Mr.  Rose  was  bi.rn  in  Lsabel  Township,  this 
county,  April  3,  1802.  His  father,  Barnabas  Rose,  a 
pioneer  of  the  county,  was  a  native  of  Derbyshire, 
England,  where  his  parents  spent  their  entire  lives. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and   married 
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in  the  land  of  liis  birth  and  resided  there  until 
1844,  when  he  emigrated  to  America  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  two  children,  he  being  the  onlj- 
member  of  his  father's  family  who  ever  came  to 
this  country.  The  little  party  landed  at  New  Or- 
leans and  came  directly  by  the  way  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Illinois  Rivers  to  Havana  and  thence  to 
Fullon  County.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land 
in  Pleasant  Township,  and  built  upon  it  a  home 
for  the  shelter  of  his  family,  and  at  once  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  a  farm.  He  resided 
there  a  few  years  and  then  bought  a  flour-mill  in 
Isabel  Township.  He  removed  thither,  but  con- 
tinued to  manage  his  farm,  while  superintending 
the  operation  of  the  mill.  He  was  very  industri- 
ous, and  was  a  man  of  marked  foresight  and  sound 
judgment,  and  before  his  death  accumulated  a 
valuable  property,  and  added  to  his  real  estate  un- 
til he  had  six  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land. 
He  rounded  out  a  long  and  busy  life  in  Isabel 
Townsiiip,  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Tiie  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  Elizabeth 
Weston  before  her  marriage,  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land. Her  parents  came  to  America,  and  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subjectdied  at  New  York,  soon  after 
landing.  His  grandfather  spent  his  last  years  witli 
his  children.  He  had  three  sons,  named  Samuel, 
Edward  and  John,  and  all  came  to  America.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
Isabel.  She  reared  six  children  of  whom  the  two 
eldest  were  born  in  England.  The  names  of  the 
children  are.  Eilizabeth,  Charles,  Robert,  Jane, 
William  and  Joseph  L. 

The  latter  named_^who  is  the  person  of  whom  we 
wiite,  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  he  after- 
ward advanced  it  by  attendance  at  the  Gem  City 
Business  College  at  Quincj'.  He  inherited  from  his 
father  a  decided  taste  for  business,  and  quite  early 
in  life  commenced  buying  and  shipping  cattle.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage  he  bought  the  James  As- 
bell  faim  in  Pleasant  Township,  and  resided  there 
until  18i)0.  In  that  year  he  bought  and  removed 
to  his  present  farm  in  Lewistown  Township.  The 
farm  contains  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of 
finely  tilled  land,  located  one  mile  south  of  the 
conit  hciuse.     Mr.  Rose  is  the  proprietor   of   six 


hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  farm  land  in  this 
county,  including  the  old  home  farm  in  Pleasant 
Township,  and  he  is  one  of  tlie  wealthy  young  meri 
of  the  county.  To  the  lady  who  presides  so  chnrm- 
inglj-  over  their  pleasant  home,  he  was  married  in 
1882.  She  was  formerly  Miss  Maggie  Hogon.  Her 
wedded  life  with  our  subject  has  brought  them 
three  children — Charles  Patrick,  Edward  and 
Blanchie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rose  possess  in  an  eminent 
degree  those  genial,  courteous,  social  qualities,  that 
attract  friends  of  whom  they  have  many,  and  their 
charming  home  is  the  centre  of  that  true  hospital- 
ity that  knows  so  well  how  to  welcome  the  com- 
ing and  speed  the  parting  guest. 


j^5^  AMUEL  CARPER  has  been  prospered 
^^^  since  he  came  to  this  county  forty  years 
Ij^j)  ago,  and  while  assisting  in  the  development 
of  Buckheart  Township,  of  which  he  was  a 
pioneer  settler,  he  has  acquired  a  comfortable  prop- 
erty. He  is  still  actively  engaged  in  farming,  is 
raising  stock  and  supervising  the  cultivation  of  his 
admirably  tilled,  finely  improved  farm. 

Our  subject  is  derived  from  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family  which  was  among  the  Colonial  settlers  of 
that  State  and  his  paternal  grandfather  served  under 
Washington  in  the  Revolution.  Samuel  Carper 
was  born  January  12,  1819,  in  Lebanon  County, 
Pa.  His  father,  whose  name  was  the  same  as  his 
own,  was  also  of  Pennsylvania  birth  and  his  home 
was  in  Lebanon  County  for  some  time.  He  after- 
wards moved  to  Bedford  County  in  the  same  State 
and  there  died  in  1862  at  a  venerable  age.  He  had 
married  about  1805,  taking  as  his  wife,  Christina 
Myers.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  the  following  is  recorded:  John  is  deceased; 
Frederick  lives  in  Pennsylvania;  Jacob,  in  the 
same  State;  Polly  is  deceased:  Phillip  lives  in  Bu- 
reau County,  III. ;  Christopher  is  a  resident  of 
Pennsylvania;  Christina  lives  in  Bureau  County; 
Catherine  lives  in  Kansas,  and  Margaret  is  dead. 

The  early  years  of  the  life  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  his  native  State.  In  the  prime  of  a  vig- 
orous  manhood  he  left  his  old  home  and  with   his 
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family  eiiiioiater]  lo  this  S:ate  in  the  spring  of 
1850.  lie  cast  in  liis  lot  with  the  pioneers  whom 
he  found  busy  developing  the  resources  of  Buck- 
lieart  Township,  and  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
pl.ice  ever  since.  He  rented  a  small  farm  here  for 
a  year  and  then  bought  one  hundred  and  tliirty-two 
acres  of  land,  and  later  added  to  it  about  fiftj-  acres. 
His  farm  is  pleasantly  located  on  sections  3,  4,  9 
and  10,  and  is  in  all  respects  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable in  the  neighborhood.  It  is  supplied  with 
aui|ile  buildings  for  every  purpose,  including  a 
neat  and  comfortable  dwelling,  good  hams,  etc., 
and  the  machinery  for  operating  the  farm  is  of  the 
best  modern  style.  Mr.  Carper  devotes  the  most 
of  Ills  time  to  general  farming.  He  has  some  thor- 
oughbred cattle  and  raises  some  Norman  liorses, 
and  is  very  successful  as  a  stock-grower. 

Our  subject  and  Elizabeth  Baker  were  married 
in  Bedford  County,  Pa.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
.Jacob  and  Pannie  Baker  of  that  county.  They  have 
had  three  children:  Levi,  Jacob  and  Mary  J.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carper  are  thoroughly  good  people  and 
are  well  thought  of  in  their  community.  Mr. 
Carper  was  at  one  time  School  Trustee  for  three 
yenrs.  has  ever  been  earnestly  interested  in  his 
adopted  township,  and  has  sought,  as  far  as  in  him 
la^',  to  promote  its  prosperity. 


ifL_^  ORACE  F.  COE,  M.  D.,  a  physician  and 
W)i'  surgeon  of  the  Eclectic  school,  has  practiced 
L^^^  medicine  in  Farmington  since  November 
(^  12,  1887.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
in  LeRo3',  Genesee  County,  September  8,  1830. 
His  father,  George  C.  Coe,  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  could  trace  his  ancestry  back 
to  Colonial  times  when  four  brothers  of  his  ances- 
tral family  came  from  England,  one  settling  in 
New  York,  one  in  Connecticut,  one  in  Pennsyl- 
vania dnd  one  in  the  Carolina?.  The  mother  of  our 
sul)ject  was  also  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  hut 
her  marriage  with  his  father  was  consummated  in 
Genesee  County.  He  was  a  butcher  and  a  rope 
manufacturer.  He  died  in  1858  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight   years,  while  she  lived   until   1874,  and  then 


departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years 
and  four  months.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
their  five  children— Hor.ace  P.,  Malvina  (who  died 
in  infancy).  George  W.,  Francis  J.  and  Emma. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  biography 
was  passed  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  his 
parents  removed  to  Licking  County,  Ohio,  when 
he  was  nine  years  old.  From  there  they  went  to 
Delaware  County  in  the  same  State  and  thence  to 
Champaign  and  later  removed  to  Miami.  In  1845 
they  crossed  the  State  line  from  Ohio  into  Indiana 
and  settled  in  Logansport,  where  the  father's  death 
occurred.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  Dr.  Coe  became  a 
chore  boy  for  Dr.  Uriah  Farquahr,  a  physician  of 
Logansport,  who  took  a  liking  to  him  and 'from 
him  he  gained  his  first  knowledge  of  medicine.  He 
subsequently  studied  under  Dr.  Fitch,  of  the  same 
place,  intermittently  for  six  years.  While  he  was 
ambitious  to  become  a  piiysician  he  did  not  have 
the  means  to  educate  himself  and  had  to  leave  his 
studies  occasionally  in  order  to  work  to  make  some 
monej'  to  defray  his  expenses.  Having  acquired  a 
good  practical  knowledge  of  medicine  he  established 
himself  as  a  practitioner  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  in 
the  spring  of  1854.  He  did  not,  however,  discon- 
tinue his  studies  but  was  an  attendant  at  lectures 
at  Keokuk. 

Dr.  Coe  was  married  at  Keosauqua,  Iowa,  in 
1855,  to  Miss  Phoebe  E.  Hinkle.  She  died  in  1869 
at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  leaving  two  children — 
Emma  V.  and  Cora  S.  Emma  married  AVilliam 
Timblin,  of  Chicago;  Cora  was  educated  at  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Institute  at  Indianapolis  and  has  taught 
there  four  years.  The  Doctor's  second  marriage 
to  his  present  estimable  wife  took  place  in  1870, 
and  to  them  have  come  seven  children,  whom  they 
have  named  Viola,  William  E.,  Prank,  Garfield  A., 
Grace,  Grant  and  one  unnamed.  William  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  Mrs.  Coe's  maiden  name  was 
Harriet  S.  Markey,  and  she  is  also  a  native  of  Ohio. 
She  came  to  Schuyler  County  with  her  parents. 
She  is  a  woman  of  pleasant  attributes  and  is  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church. 

Our  subject  practiced  in  several  places  in  Iowa. 
In  1857  he  returned  to  Logansport,  Ind.,  but  after 
remaining  there  two  years  went  back  to  Iowa  and 
lived  there  until  1860  when  he  traveled  about  from 
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place  to  place  in  Illinois.]  [In  1862  he  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  fine  opening  for  ajpbysician^at  Brook- 
lyn, in  Schuyler  County,  and  establisheclDhimself 
there.  lie  wasVjriginally  an  AUopathist  but  he,be- 
came  interested  in  the  Ecleetic;system  and  in  1860 
began  to  study  it.  j-ead  constantly  for  two  years, 
became^thoroiighly  grounded  in  itsprineiples  and 
since  then  has  doctored  according  to  its  rules.  In 
1870  he  removed  from  Brooklyn  to  Murphysboro, 
in  Jackson jCounty  and  was^here  until  1878,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Huntsville,  Schuj^ler 
County,  and  the  ensuing  ten  years  administeied  to 
the  ailments^of  the]  people  in  that  locality.  In 
1887  he  opened  an  office  in  Farmington  and  has 
since  built  up^quite  a  lucrative  practice. 

Tiie  Doctor  took  an  active  intfrest  in  the  forma- 
tion ^of^the  State  Eclectic^Medical  Association  and 
met  with  his  brother  physicians  for  the  purpose  of 
organization  at  Springfield  in  1869.  He  is  a  man 
of  genial_natiire;and  an  obliging  disposition  and  Js 
well  liked  among  hisjfriends. j  [In  politics  his  views 
coincide  with  those  of  the  Republicans  and  he 
gives  stalwart  support  to  liis  party. 

'Ir^jEV.  TYRA  BOONE  HARBEN,  a  retired 
imij  minister  of  the  Methodist  faitli,  is  an  hon 
ci!s\V  ored  citizen  of  the  city  of  Lewistowu, 
\)^  where  he  is  now  engaged  with  marked  suc- 
cess in  the  culture  of  small  fruits.  The  Harben 
family  came  originally  from  England,  but  it  is  not 
known  at  what  date.  Its  present  representative  of 
whom  we  write,  was  born  in  Habersham  County. 
Ga.,  June  11,  1824.  His  father,  Thomas  Harben, 
was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and  died  in  middle 
life,  when  this  son  was  a  mere  j'outh.  Nathaniel 
Harben,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  soldier  in  tiie  Revolutionary  War.  He  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  lived  to  be 
nine! y  years  old.  His  wife,  Sarah  Harben,  lived 
to  the  extn  me  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  three 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Hester  (Boone) 
Harben,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  Siie  died 
while  yet  in  life's  prime,  when  her  son.  Tyra,  was  an 
infant.     She  had  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 


daughters,  namely:  Lucinda,  Malinda,  Nathaniel, 
Nanc}',  and  our  subject. 

The  latter  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Georgia,  and 
adopted  the  calling  of  his  forefathers,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  was  thirty 
j'ears  of  age.  His  school  advantages  were  very 
limited,  having  been  confined  to  one  term  of  six 
months.  He  however,  improved  his  time,  reading 
such  books  as  fell  in  his  way,  and. became  an  intel- 
ligent, well-informed  man.  He  was  of  a  thought- 
ful, religious  nature,  and  early  found  himself  in 
sympathy  with  Methodism,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years,  joined  the  Georgia  Conference  of  the  South- 
ern Metliodist  Church,  and  entered  the  ministry. 
For  twenty-eight  years  he  was  very  prominent  in 
the  religious  work  of  his  native  State,  and  did  inucli 
to  elevate  its  moral  status. 

During  the  Rebellion  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harben 
served  four  years  in  the  Southern  arm}'  as  a  mis- 
sionary. It  was  his  duty  to  visit  the  sick  and  dy- 
ing, and  minister  to  their  spiritual  wants,  and  many 
a  poor  soldier  found  consolation  in  his  presence 
and  soothing  words.  He  was  tiie  last  Georgia  min- 
ister to  leave  the  field  after  Lee's  surrender.  He 
was  connected  with  the  army  of  Virginia  princi- 
pally, serving  a  part  of  the  time  in  Longstreet's 
corps,  and  he  was  present  at  Appomattox  at  the 
time  of  Lee's  surrender. 

After  peace  was  declared,  our  subject  continued 
in  the  ministry  in  Georgia  until  he  came  to  Illinois. 
Here  he  was  first  located  at  Nashville,  where  he  was 
pastor  of  a  church  two  years,  and  Presiding  Elder 
four  years.  He  was  transferred  from  there  to  Lew- 
istown  in  October,  1875,  and  served  three  years  as 
Presiding  Elder  in  this  city.  In  that  connection 
he  did  valuable  work,  and  was  of  -great  assistance 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  Methodism  in  this  State, 
and  his  co-laborers  greatly  regretted  his  retirement 
from  the  ministry  in  1878.  He  possesses  in  a  full 
degree  tliose  earnest  and  lovable  qualities  that  win 
affection  and  confidence,  and  he  still  holds  a  warm 
place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  unto  whom  he 
ministered.  He  is  an  intelligent  man  of  unswerv- 
ing integrity  and  unblemished  character,  and  is  a 
good  citizen.     Politically ,'_he  is  a  Democrat. 

Two  years  after  he  came  here,  Mr.  Harben  pur- 
chased the  land  on  which  Central   Normal  College 
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is  now  locateri.  He  made  his  liome  there  until 
1884,  when  lie  disposed  of  it  and  liougiit  liis  pres- 
ent place.  Since  he  gave  up  his  ministerial  labors, 
he  has  been  engaged  in  growing  small  fruits  for  the 
marifet,  and  derives  from  that  source  an  excellent 
income. 

Mr.  Harbei)  wns  married  February  29,  1841,  to 
Miss  Clarissa  Langston,  who  is  a  native  of  Georgia, 
born  April  24,  1827.  They  have  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  seven  are  living:  Jas- 
per L.,  who  is  teaching  in  R'o  Janeiro,  South 
America;  William  M.,  in  a  wholesale  store  at  At- 
lanta/Ga.;  [Greenbury  P.,  a  lawyer  at  Oliver, 
Dak.;  Mareellus  B.,  who  is  employed  on  a  steam- 
boalthat  plies_along  tlie  Pacific  Coast;  Thomas  \J., 
a  machinist  by  trade,  living  in  Lewistown;  Robert 
L.,  is  at  home;  Hester  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Sharp,  whose 
husband  travels. 


\^ETER  SCHLEICH.  The  lithographic  por- 
I  Jl)  trafl  or,  the  opposite  page  will  be  immedi- 
IM^  ately  recognized  by  the  reader  as  represcnt- 
•|£  ing  the  lineaments  of  a  i)rogressive  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Fulton  County.  His  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  is  pleasantly  located 
on  sections  31  and  32,  Fairvicw  Township,  and  is 
embellished  by^a  commodious/residence  and  sub- 
stantial outbuildings.  He  takes  pleasure  in  review- 
ing the  active  career  which  has  raised  him  from  a 
position  of  want  in  Germany  to  one  of  independ- 
ence in  the  United  States. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  native  of  Dunningen 
Oberampt  Rhodtweil,  AVurtemberg,  Germany,  and 
was  born  April  29,:1841,  to  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Webber)  Schleich.  The  father  having  heard  of 
the  grand  opportunities  for  the  poor  and  oppressed 
in  the  New  World  concluded  to  trj^  his  fortune, 
consequently  he  collected  his  worldly  goods  and  in 
1847  lembarking'on  a  sailing  vessel,  proceeded  to 
America,  where  after  a  rough  voyage  of  forty-two 
days  he  arrived  safely.  His  wife  and  six  children 
remained  in  the  Fatherland  until  May,  1850,  when 
they  set  sail  from  Havre  and  after  a  voyage  of 
twenty-one  days,  landed  in  New  York  City,  whence 


they  traveled  to  Connecticut  to  join  the  father. [In 
the  meantime  the  latter,  after  a  short  time  spent  in 
New  York  City,  had  gone  via  steamer  to  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  for  Isaac 
Averj-  near  Poquetanuck. 

The  i'lcidents  of  the  \  o\  :im'  :i.ioss  the  ocean  are 
well  remembered  by  our  sulijcd.  who  was  'at  that 
time  a  lad  of  nine  years.  After^reaching  Connect- 
icut he  was  taken  into  the  family  of  William  M. 
Williams,  a  descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  and 
from  him  he  received  a  strong  impetus  toward  a 
higher  education  that  has  through  life  proved  of 
inestimable  value  to  him.  From  this  gentleman  he 
also  learned  habits  of  industry,  temperance  and 
morality  and  he  regards  his  meeting  with  Mr. 
Williams  and  his  familj-  as  almost  providential, 
since  they  were  instrumental  in  aiding  him  to  at- 
tfun  the  enviable  position  he  occupies  to-daj-. 

While  still  a  resident  of  Connecticut,  the  father 
of  our  subject  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Bill,  of  Norwich,  that  State,  and  the  latter 
advised  him  to  go  West,  at  the  same  time  offering 
him  the  use  of  his  farm  in  Fulton  County.  Ac- 
cordingly in  1855  Jacob  Schleich  once  more  gath- 
ered together  his  worldly  possessions,  and  with  his 
family  proceeded  to  Illinoss.  When  he  arrived 
here  he  found  the  Bill  farm  a  tract  of  broken  tim- 
ber land,  and  instead  of  locating  on  it,  selected  the 
pniiries  of  Fairview  Township.  After  renting  for 
several  years,  by  the  exercise  of  prudent  economy, 
he  was  enabled  to  purchase  :t  farm  of  four  hundreil 
acres,  where  our  subject  now  lives.  The  parental 
family  included  seventeen  children,  twelve  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  The  father  died  in  1874 
when  sixty  years  old,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
in  1875,  after  attaining  her  fifty-ninth  year. 

When  Peter  Schleich  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Illinois  he  was  about  fourteen  years  old.  His  ed- 
ucation was  limited  to  the  pioneer  schools  of  the 
day,  but  subsequent  reading  has  enlarged  his  sphere 
of  knowledge  and  he  is  well  posted  upon  current 
events,  both  local  and  national.  His  eldest  brother, 
Casper  Schleich,  taught  school  in  this  county  and 
upon  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  of  which 
he  was  First  Lieutenant  and  afterwaid  Captain. 
The    Ellisville   G.  A.  R.  Post  was    named    in    his 
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honor.  He  fell  in  the  defense  of  his  countiy,  lie- 
ing  sliot  in  the  breast  at  tlie  battle  of  Cliickasaw 
Baj'ou.  He  was  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
the  county  and  was  a  public  speaker  of  consider- 
able note,  having  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
campaign  of  18G0. 

Our  subject  also  served  in  the  Civil  War,  enlist- 
ing August  29.  1861,  at  Prairie  City,  in  Company 
A,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  drilling  at 
Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  in  what  was  originally 
the  Douglas  Brigade.  In  December  of  that  year 
they  were  sent  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  to  Padu- 
eah,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Forts  Donel- 
son  and  Henry,  also  Shiloh  and  Corintb,and  in  many 
skirmishes.  At  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  our  subject 
was  taken  ill  and  sent  to  a  hospital  in  Memphis. 
LTpon  recovering  he  did  provost  dutj'  in  Southern 
Michigan  and  was  located  at  Jackson  and  Detroit. 
He  was  first  elected  Corporal  of  his  company,  and 
promoted  to  the  position  of  Sergeant  at  Shiloh. 
While  doing  provost  duty  he  escorted  recruits 
from  Jackson  and  Detroit  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
Washington,  D.  C,  to  be  mustered  into  service. 
After  serving  three  years  and  two  months,  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Detroit,  October  31, 
1S64. 

Returning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life  our 
subject  entered  the  seminary  at  Abingdon,  III., 
where  he  remained  a  part  of  three  terms,  and  for 
several  years  taught  school  in  Fulton  County.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  September  28,  1870.  with 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  R.  and 
Mary  E.  (Myers)  Wilson.  She  is  an  estimable 
woman  and  belongs  to  a  family  highly  esteemed  in 
this  community.  Her  life  has  been  devoted  to  her 
family  and  Mr.  Schleich  says  that  it  is  to  her  good 
management,  frugal  industry,  wifely  graces  and 
motherly  love  he  is  indebted  for  his  happy  and 
prosperous  family.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
six  children  have  been  born,  namely;  Mary  Bell, 
Charles  Wilson,  John  Hayes,  Ada  Maria,  Nellie 
Elizabeth,  and  Peter  Harrison.  Both  Jlr.  Schleich 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
of  which  he  is  Deacon. 

In  1876  Mr.  Schleich  purchased  his  father's  es- 
tate, which  he  has  since  improved  and  cultivated. 
The  farm    is   a  valuable  one    and    is    embellished 


with  all  modern  improvements  As  an  agricultur- 
ist, he  is  industrious  and  energetic,  and  as  a  man 
universally  esteemed.  He  is  a  prominent  niemljer 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Fairview,  of  which  he 
is  the  present  Commander.  He  gives  the  Repub- 
lican part3'  his  hearty  support  and  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  public  affairs.  Though  a  native  of  Ger- 
many he  speaks  English  fluently,  and  is  well  edu- 
cated in  both  languages. 


11^^,^  C.  BOLTON,  of  the  firm  of  Hornstcin, 
jljlj  Bolton  &  Co.,  of  Canton,  and  a  general 
/A\^^  merchant  at  Cuba.  wa.s  born  at  Newcastle- 
(^  on-Tyne,  England,  January  11.  1837,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Biown)  Bolton. 
Thej^  came  to  the  United  States  in  1  842.  settling  in 
Pennsylvania;  the  father  was  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
minister.  At  a  later  date  he  located  in  Wooster, 
Ohio,  where  he  had  charge  of  a  Baptist  Church  for 
two  years.  Coming  to  this  place  in  the  fall  of  IS62. 
he  took  charge  of  the  Pleasant  Grove  Church  for 
several  years.  He  finally  started  in  business  in  Cuba, 
and  w.as,  for  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  a  mer- 
chant. He  died  in  March,  1887,  h.aving  attained 
his  eighty-second  year.  His  wife  died  in  1886,  at 
the  age  of  fifty  seven  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  passed  his  childhooil  in 
Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia.  He  was  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  in  the  latter  named  State, 
previous  to  his  coming  to  Canton  in  ISfil.  Im- 
mediately upon  his  arrival  he  commenced  the  same 
business  here,  and  in  1889  started  the  general  mer- 
chandise business  in  Cuba,  and  was  at  one  lime  in 
the  grocery  business  at  Canton.  In  1885  the  part- 
nership of  Hornstein,  Bolton  &  Co.,  was  formed. 
Mr.  Bolton  is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  United  Workmen  at  Canton.  He  is  an  active, 
energetic  and  popular  business  man. 

In  the  fall  of  1864,  Mr.  Bolton  married  Miss 
Grace  Geyer,  a  native  of  Cuba,  and  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Bathsheba  (Breed)  fiej-er,  among  the 
oldest  settlers  in  this  county.  .Mrs.  Bolton  died  in 
February.    1887,    leaving    four    children,    namely: 
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John  H.,  a  boot  and  shoe  morchant,  who  started  in 
business  at  that  point  in  1888.  He  cai'ries  a  full 
line  of  boots  and  shoes;  in  fact,  the  largest  assurt- 
ment  in  the  city.  He  is  an  agreeable,  i-ourteous 
gentleman,  who  holds  a  liigh  place  in  the  estimation 
of  his  acquaintances  and  friends.  The  otlier  ciiil- 
ilren'are,  William  J.,  Diulle}'  G.,  a  book-keeper  in 
Chicago,  and  Mar3'  Grace.  Our  subject  is  pos- 
sessed of  unusual  business  lact,  and  honorable 
in  all  his  transactions,  and  alwaj's  ready  to  be  of 
aid  to  his  fellow  citizens,  who  appreciate  his  po- 
sition in  the  community  where  he  resides. 


\f(_  ORACK  L.  WILSON,  M.  D.  The  publish- 
llji]  ers  of  this  Album  would  fail  in  their  object 
ilW^  of  presenting  to  their  readers  an  outline  of 
(^  the  lives  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county 
were  they  to  omit  that  of  the  gentleman  above 
named.  He  is  located  at  London  Mills,  in  and 
about  which  place  he  has  an  excellent  practice,  his 
calls  extending  over  a  radius  of  fifteen  miles.  This 
includes  the  northern  part  of-  the  county  and  the 
southern  pait  of  Knox  Count}'.  Dr.  Wilson  is  also 
prominent  in  the  social  orders,  active  in  church  and 
temperance  work,  and  pojjular  in  society.  He  is 
well  educated  and  his  extensive  information  is  not 
confined  to  matters  pertaining  to  his  vocation,  but 
includes  all  topics  of  general  interest  and  literary 
merit. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born 
near  Belfast,  Ireland,  came  to  America  and  served 
in  the  War  of  1812.  For  his  services  he  obtained 
a  land  grant  on  which  he  secured  a  tract  in  Ve- 
nango Count}-.  Pa.,  making  that  his  home  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  There  Samuel  Wilson, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  assumed  the  duties  of 
a  school  teacher,  following  the  prolession  several 
years.  About  1845  he  came  to  Ilermon,  Knox 
County,  111.,  where  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton, had  located.  While  pursuing  his  professional 
labors  be  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Hamilton  and 
in  the  fall  of  1847,  when  Rush  INIedical  College  in 
Chicago  was  opened,  ho  attended   the  first  course 


of  lectures  there.  He  then  bogan  to  practice  medi- 
cine in  Rock  Island  County  and  remained  there 
until  1850. 

At  that  time  Dr.  Wilson,  in  company  with  his 
brotiier-in-law  and  a  few  others,  started  overland 
to  California.  The  train  went  througii  without 
being  greatly  molested  by  the  Indians,  although 
the  members  of  the  one  which  had  immediately 
preceded  them  had  been  massacred  and  one  of  the 
number  skinned  alive.  The  Wilson  party  came 
across  another  that  was  out  of  provisions  and  hav- 
ing divided  with  it,  ran  short  before  reaching  a  set- 
tlement. While  crossing  the  mountains  and  desert 
the  men  suffered  extremely  from  hunger,  but  after 
enduring  privations  and  famine  they  finally  readied 
the  settlements.  The  two  physicians  practiced  and 
also  engaged  in  mining  for  two  years,  making  only 
a  bare  lii'ing.  Dr.  Hamilton  sickened  and  died  and 
Dr.  Wilson  then  went  in  with  another  party  in  the 
project  of  turning  a  river,  in  whose  bed  they 
thought  gold  would  be  found.  Tiiey  were  success- 
ful and  in  a  few  weeks  Dr.  Wilson's  share  amounted 
to  12,000. 

With  this  sum  Dr.  Wilson  returned  home  via 
Panama  and  New  York,  and  in  the  fall  of  1853 
began  practicing  medicine  at  Ilermon.  In  1864 
he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  a  second  time, 
receiving  his  diploma  the  following  spring.  He 
then  made  Abingdon  his  home  two  years,  after 
which  lie  removed  to  Montezuma  in  Poweshiek 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  combined  agriculture  with 
his  professional  work.  In  1875  he  returned  to 
Hermon,  practiced  there  until  1881,  then  removed 
to  Clark  County,  Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm  near 
Osceola.  There  he  practiced  and  farmed  until  four 
months  before  his  death,  when  he  came  to  London 
Mills  and  breathed  his  last  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
Dr.  William  Wilson,  in  1887.  As  one  of  the  pio- 
neer physicians  of  Knox  and  Fulton  Counties  Dr. 
Wilson  rode  all  over  the  country  in  the  early  days. 
He  was  an  easygoing,  liberal-minded  man,  who 
secured  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people 
and  was  prominent  and  influential  among  them. 
He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  the  Presliyterian  Church. 

The  malernni  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
William   and  Catlierine  (Bowden)  McFarland,  na- 
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tives  of  Maryland  who  reinove'1  to  Ohio  in  an  early 
day.  Tho^-  finally  removed  to  this  Slate  in  1838, 
settling  in  Chestnut  Township,  Knox  County, 
where  Mr.  McFarland  became  a  very  wealtliy 
farmer.  He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist  and  a  de- 
vout member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli. 
He  was  a  grandson  of  Landers  McFarland,  a 
Scotchman,  who  came  to  America  with  Lord  Dun- 
more,  who  had  a  grant  of  land  in  Maryland.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mahala  McFarland,  who  was  born  in  Marylanrl 
and  accompanied  lier  parents  to  the  Prairie  State. 
She  died  in  Iowa,  August  18,  1886,  her  dying 
hours  cheered  by  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  wliich  she  had  long  been  a 
member.  Her  children  are:  Dr.  William  AVilson, 
represented  elsewliere  in  this  volume;  Mrs.  Laura 
Farmer,  of  Montezuma,  Iowa;  John,  P(jstmaster 
and  merchant  at  Hermon,  Knox  County,  and  he 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Dr.  Horace  L.  Wilson  was  born  in  Hermon, 
Knox  County,  August  9.  1861.  He  spent  a  few 
years  in  his  native  place,  then  sojourned  in  Abing- 
don two  years  and  in  Iowa  during  the  remainder 
of  the  time  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  he  had  the  educational  advantages 
of  the  district  school.  In  1875  when  the  family 
retnrned  to  Hermon  he  and  his  brother  John  drove 
in  an  open  wagon  from  Montezuma,  Iowa.  They 
were  ten  days  en  route  and  had  a  very  cold  ride,  as 
the  removal  was  made  in  the  winter.  The  lad  re- 
mained at  home,  spending  his  summers  on  the  farm 
and  attending  scliool  in  the  winter  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  old.  He  wished  to  study  medicine 
but  his  father  advised  him  to  teach  school  first, 
saying  that  teaching  would  be  a  good  experience 
and  he  would  have  time  later  on  to  study  medicine. 

Our  .subject  therefore  entered  Abingdon  College 
of  which  F.  M.  Bruncr  was  then  President,  and 
under  that  able  instructor  pursued  his  studies  two 
years.  The  school  was  then  discontinued  and 
young  Wilson  entered  Hedding  College.  After 
studying  in  that  institution  for  fine  3'ear  he  be- 
gan teaching,  making  his  home  in  London  Mills 
and  stud3'ing  medicine  with  his  brother  Will- 
iam while  discharging  the  duties  of  a  pedagogue. 
In  1883  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago, 


from  which  he  was  graduated  in  tiie  spring  of  1885. 
He  at  once  began  practice  with  his  brother  Will- 
iam, with  whom  he  was  associated  two  years,  after 
wliich  he  went  to  Hermon  and  labored  in  his  fa- 
ther's former  field.  A  year  later  he  located  in 
Knoxville,  but  iu  August,  1889,  he  returned  to 
London  Mills,  where  he  at  once  had  professional 
calls. 

Dr.  Wilson  bought  two  lots,  built  a  residence 
and  outbuildings,  jvhere  he  and  his  family  are  sur- 
j-ounded  by  comforts  and  conveniences.  The  lady 
who  i)resides  over  the  household  economy  became 
his  wife  October  25.  1887,  the  marriage  ceremony 
being  performed  in  Piintiac,  Vermilion  C<junty. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Julia  E.  Combs,  was 
born  in  Prairie  City,  February  18,  1867,  and  there 
grew  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  In  1885  she  went 
to  Texas  whither  her  father  removed  and  attended 
the  Alvarado  Academy  a  twelvemonth,  after  which 
she  returned  to  the  North.  She  is  cultured  and 
refined,  devoted  to  her  home  duties  yet  finding 
time  to  bear  a  part  in  societ}^  and  benevolent  work. 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Lizzie  F. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Wilson  is  Robert  Combs,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  when  a  child.  His  father,  Joseph  Combs, 
was  a  pion.eer  farmer  here,  Init  removed  to  Texas 
when  Robert  was  nineteen  years  old.  After  his 
death  the  sou  returned  to  this  State,  soon  after- 
ward embarking  in  the  liver}'  business  at  Prairie 
City.  He  was  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  farm- 
ing. He  married  Hannah  Cook,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  accompanied  her  father.  Mills,  to 
this  county  in  the  early  days. 

Dr.  Wilson  belonged  to  the  Village  Board  two 
years,  resigning  his  i)Osition  when  he  moved  aw.ay 
from  the  place.  In  August,  1885,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  Postmaster  and  on  his  removal  re- 
signed in  favor  of  the  wife  of  his  brother  William. 
He  belongs  to  London  Lodge,  No.  734,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
holding  the  office  of  Past  Grand  and  is  to  represent 
the  body  in  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Springfield  this 
fall  (,1890).  He  also  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  1410, 
M.  W.  A.,  in  which  he  is  clerk  and  physician,  and 
and  is  Chief  Templar  in  Lodge  No.  210,  I.  O.  G.T. 
He  is  examining  physician  for  the  following  insur- 
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ance  companies:  The  Mutual  Benefit,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Mutual,  of  New  York,  New  York  Life,  Aetna, 
New  England,  of  Hartford;  Hartford  Life  and 
Annuity,  Northwestern,  of  Milwaukee,  and  others. 
Dr.  Wilson  is  a  Democrat  and  has  frequently  been 
a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  belongs  to 
llie  Military  Tract  Medical  Society.  He  is  an  El- 
der in  tlie  Christian  Church  and  rendered  valuable 
aid  in  building  the  house  of  worship. 


El*N^ 


J  "AMES  M.COOK.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
visit  our  large  cities  in  order  to  find  exam- 
ples of  zeal  in  prosecution  of  business,  faith- 
ful performance  of  dut3',  or  honorable  con- 
duct as  a  citizen.  In  every  hamlet  throughout  the 
broad  expanse  of  the  United  States  persons  are 
met  with  who  exemplify  these  qualities  and  who, 
furthermore  have  exhibited  them  from  a  very  e\rly 
period  in  their  lives.  Deeply  as  we  m.ay  regret  the 
throwing  of  a  child  upon  his  own  resources  for 
maintenance,  the  heart  is  always  thrilled  with  ad- 
miration when  we  recall  the  incidents  in  a  career 
wliich  has  proved  successful  from  a  lieginning  that 
was  unpromising.  Such  is.  the  case  witii  the  biog- 
rapher in  reviewing  the  life  of  James  M.  Cook, 
proprietor  of  Cook's  meat  market  at  Fairview. 

The  young  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
born  in  Fairview,  August  6,  1864,  and  began  to 
.vork  on  a  farm  when  but  seven  years  old,  receiving 
$7  per  month.  He  continued  his  labors  as  a  farm 
hand  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  began 
to  learn  the  butcher's  trade.  His  aptitude  for  the 
business  enabled  him  to  becfime  an  expert  and  to 
command  the  best  of  wages  during  the  time  in 
which  he  was  an  employe.  He  worked  for  a  Mr. 
Davis  of  Fairview  for  seven  years,  and  in  1887 
bought  i)Ut  his  employer  and  began  business  for 
himself.  His  trade  has  been  on  the  increase  and  he 
now  has  as  much  custom  as  any  man  in  this  part  of 
the  connty.  In  the  fall  of  1889  the  store  he  oc- 
cupied was  burned  but  during  the  winter  it  was 
rebuilt  by  Mr.  Davis  and  is  still  the  seat  of  a 
flourishing  trade.  The  building  is  a  two-story 
frame,    60x24    feet,    fitted    with   all    the    modern 


conveniences  and  appliances  necessary  to  furnish 
the  citizens  of  Fairview  vyith   choice,  fresh  meat. 

Realizing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone  Mr.  Cook  secured  a  companion  in  the  person 
of  Miss  Lena  M.  Swartz,  with  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  ^February  2,  1886.  Mrs.  Cook  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Hendricks) 
Swartz.  natives  of  the  Hoosier  State,  her  mother  a 
niece  of  the  late  Vice  President  Hendricks.  She 
was  born  in  Monmouth,  is  well  educated,  possesses 
womanly  accomplishments  and  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren— Howard  and  James  M. 

The  energj'  and  desire  for  the  public  advance- 
ment that  are  possessed  by  Mr.  Cook  have  been 
manifested  as  a  Trustee  on  the  City  Board  of 
Councilmen;  and  in  his  connection  with  the  fra- 
ternities of  Fairview.  He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge  and  Camp  of  Modern  Woodmen,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Trustee  in  each.  He  is  at  present 
Constable  of  Fairview  Township  and^is  discharging 
his  duties  in  a]]satisfactory  manner.  lie  is  quite 
prominent  in  the;musical  circles  of  Fairview,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  ^of  the  brass  band  for  eight 
years.  The  instrument  lie  uses  at  present  is  the 
tuba,  but  he_ formerly  played  the  B  flat  cornet. 

J'llOSIAH  T.  ATHEARN.  The  land  owned 
ll  and  occupied  by  this  gentleman  consists  of 
I  ninety-three  acres  in  Deerfield  Township, 
I  fifty-three  being  on  section  34,  and  forty  on 
section  35.  The  farm  is  well  stocked,  is  under  fine 
cultivation,  and  bears  the  various  improvements 
that  are  expected  of  a  good  farmer  in  this  age  of 
the  world.  A  visitor  to  the  place  during  the  proper 
seasons  will  see  in  use  thereon  the  Osborn  binder. 
Buckeye  mower,  and  many  other  useful  machines 
which  expedite  the  housing  of  grain  or  the  culti- 
vation of  the  crops.  He  will  also  find  ten  head  of 
horses,  sixteen  oi  cattle,  and  a  drove  of  about 
thirty -seven  hogs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  Athearn, 
a  native  of  Maine,  and  his  mother  svas  Surah  (Allen) 
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Atbearn,  a  native  of  Kentuck}^  This  couple  came 
to  the  Prairie  State  about  1835,  first  locating  In 
Bernadotte  Townsliip,  this  county,  and  thence 
removing  to  Deerfield  Township,  where  they  died 
in  1868.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons,  of 
wliom  our  subject  is  the  youngest,  he  having  been 
born  in  Deerfield  Township,  May  3,  1839.  He 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  school  and  as- 
sisted his  parents  in  various  ways  until  he  had 
readied  his  majority,  when  he  began  his  personal 
career  as  a  farmer  on  his  father's  land. 

Young  Athearn  continued  his  agricultural  labors 
until  October,  1861,  when  hecould  no  longer  resist 
his  country's  c:ili,  and  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany D,  Fifty. fifth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  present 
at  tlie  haltlc  of  Vicksburg,  followed  the  fortunes  of 
the  regiment  through  the  campaign  and  was  present 
iit  the  surrender.  He  fought  at  Arkansas  Post, 
Jackson,  Shiloh  and  Mission  Ridge,  helped  to  raise 
the  siege  at  Chattanooga,  and  in  various  skirmishes 
and  heavy  engagements  bore  his  part  as  a  good 
soldier  should  until  he  reached  Atlanta,  where  he 
was  discharged,  November  9,  1864.  During  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  a  ball' passed  through  the  knee  of 
his  pantaloons,  that  being  the  closest  he  is  aware 
of  having  come  to  a  serious  injury. 

l^pon  leaving  the  service  Mr.  Athearn  returned 
to  this  county  and  resumed  Ins  former  occupation, 
renting  land  of  his  father  until  1869.  He  then 
went  to  Riley  County,  Kan.,  filed  a  homesteader's 
claim  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and 
bought  forty  acres.  He  resided  upon  his  homestead 
until  1875,  when  he  sold  his  forty-acre  tract  and 
returned  to  this  county,  renting  eighty  acres  in  Lee 
Township,  which  he  operated  a  j'ear.  He  next  lo- 
cated on  the  Spoon  River  in  Deerfield  Township, 
continuing  to  reside  there  until  1880,  when  he 
bought  the  estate  he  now  occupies. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride,  January  27,  1870,  the 
rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  our  sub- 
ject and  Miss  Susannah  C.  Myers.  This  estimable 
and  efficient'  woman  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Susan  (Senee)  Myers,  and  was  born  in  Deerfield 
Township  July  5, 1844.  She  had  borne  her  husband 
two  sons  and  three  daughters — Algernon  S.,  Frank 
E.,  Jenny  M.,  Kisie  S.  and  Eva  Pearl.  The  eldest 
daughter  died  when  a  little  more  than  two  years  old, 


but  the  others  still  gladden  their  parents  by  their 
presence  at  the  home  fireside. 

A  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen,  a  kind 
neighbor  and  a  good  farmer,  Mr.  Athearn  receives 
his  due  measure  of  respect  from  those  about  him. 
He  is  now  serving  his  third  3^ear  as  School  Director, 
a  fact  which  speaks  well  for  his  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education.  He  never  fails  to  vote  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  but  otherwise  takes  little  part  in 
politics. 


-^¥- 


OHN  CANNON,  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican 
War,  is  a  farmer  of  much  practical  ability 
and  has  acquired  a  comfortable  property  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  calling  which  places  him 
among  the  moneyed  men  of  Bernadotte  Township. 
He  comes  of  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families  of 
this  State,  and  was  himself  born  here,  in  the  early 
daj'  of  the  settlement  of  Illinois.  His  birth  oc- 
curred March  31,  1824,  in  a  little  log  cabin  on  the 
Sangamon  River  in  Sangamon  Countj'.  His  parents 
were  natives  respectively  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  and  when  he  was  about  six  weeks  old,  they 
again  took  up  the  march  and  on  May  5,  1824,  ar- 
rived in  Fulton  County  and  were  among  the  very 
first  to  settle  here,  locating  on  section  4,  Bernadotte 
Townsliip.  They  remained  there  two  years,  and 
then  the  father  bought  sixty  acres  of  patent  land, 
about  one  mile  southeast  of  the  first  location.  He 
lived  on  that,  engaged  in  its  improvement  twelve 
years.  In  1838  he  removed  with  his  family  to  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  3. 
They  resided  on  that  about  fifteen  years,  when  the 
father  died  in  1862.  The  mother  survived  until 
1870.  They  were  highly  esteemed  people  and  as 
l)ioneers  of  this  county-  their  names  will  ever  be 
held  in  reverence. 

John  Cannon  of  this  sketch,  began  life  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  nineteen  making  his  way  to  Jef- 
ferson County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  with  his 
cousin  Thomas  Camron.  He  remained  with  him 
about  a  year,  and  then  came  back  to  Fulton  County, 
and  took  up  his  residence  with  his  father,  living 
with  him  until  1846.  In  that  year  he  enlisted  in 
the  Mexican  War,  as  a  member   of  Company    K, 
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Fourtli  Illinois  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  E.  D. 
Baker.  He  served  for  twelve  months  in  the  army 
(luiing  that  war,  and  in  the  battles  in  whicii 
he  took  [jart  showed  himself  to  possess  muoh  cool- 
ness, courage  and  other  fine  soldiery  qualities.  He 
funght  in  tlie  battles  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo 
and  several  other  celebrated  engagements*.  At  the 
battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  he  narrowl}'  escaped  death, 
having  his  hat  shot  from  his  head,  and  a  bullet 
knocked  his  gun  from  his  hand,  splintering  it  to 
pieces.  Our  subject  picked  up  a  Mexican  gun  and 
with  characteristic  coolness  and  nerve  commenced 
firing  as  though  nothing  had  happened.  As  the 
Americans  were  driving  the  enemy  over  a  liill. 
Gen.  Twiggs,  seeing  a  man  at  some  distance  on  a 
horse,  ordered  some  one  to  shoot  him.  Our  subject 
seizing  the  opportunity,  fired  and  killed  the  man. 
The  General  seeing  the  man  fall,  made  the  remark 
"that  is  as  far  as  a  cannon  would  kill  a  man."  Some 
of  the  boys  i-emarked  "it  was  a  Cannon,"  which 
witty  pun  raised  a  general  laugh. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Cannon  came  back 
to  Fulton  County,  and  lived  with  his  father  until 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  December  15,  1848, 
when  he  led  to  the  altar  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Nancy  Sherwood.  To  them  have  come 
five  children,  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  namely  : 
Mary  Jane  who  was  born  April  25,  1849,  married 
James  Robinson,  and  died  in  October,  1871,  leaving 
two  sons  whom  our  subject  and  his  wife  reared; 
liie  next  child  in  order  of  birth  is  Telitha  M.,  born 
I\Inrch  22,  1852,  married  William  Warfield,  of 
Hauls  Township,  and  they  have  nine  children; 
Amanda  JI.,  the  lliird  daughter,  born  November 
27.  1853,  married  John  Howe,  of  Cass  Township; 
Charles  0.,  born  November  25,  1855,  married  Eliza- 
beth, (laughter  of  John  and  Eliza  White,  and  they 
live  in  Bernadotte  Township;  John  W.,  born  March 
14.  1857,  died  September  9,  1867,  and  now  lies  in 
tlie  Totton  cemetery. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1849,  our  subject  fol- 
lowed the  tide  of  emigration  to  California  in  search 
of  gold.  He  went  with  an  ox-team  and  was  nearly 
a  year  on  the  way.  He  stopped  at  .Salt  Lake  City 
about  two  montlis,  and  from  there  went  to  Los 
Angeles,  Cal  ,  where  he  spent  two  months,  and  then 
made  his  way  to  the  citj'  of  Stockton.    From  there 


he  went  into  the  mining  regions  in  the  mountains, 
and  the  ensuing  two  years  was  engaged  there  in 
various  kinds  of  business  and  at  one  time  had  a 
large  stock  of  goods  for  sale,  such  as  would  be 
needed  in  the  country  where  he  was  located.  He 
traded  with  the  Indians  principally.  In  1851,  he 
retraced  his  steps  to  Fulton  County,  and  invested 
some  of  his  money  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  where  he  now  lives  on  section  4,  Bernadotte 
Township,  and  has  ever  since  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  development  and  improvement  of  his  estate. 
Mr.  Cannon  is  a  Democrat  but  has  not  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  of  late  years.  He  is  an  im- 
portant member  of  the  local  government  having 
been; Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty  years  and 
Constable  for  four  years  and  has  held  many  other 
ofHces.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Churclrand  takes  an  active  part  in  the  church 
work  and  Sunday-school.  He  is  valued  in  his  com- 
munity for  his  good  citizenship  and  for  those  fine 
traits  of  character  that  mark  him  as  an  upright 
man,  a  considerate  neighbor  and  one  who  is  true 
and  faithful  in  his  domestic  relations  as  a  kind  hus- 
band and  a  wise  father. 

^#^ ^ 


eHARLES  SMITH  occupies  no  unimportant 
place  among  the  business  men  of  Canton. 
He  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  3,  1826.  His  father,  John  Smith, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  modest  farmer.  He 
died  in  1884.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  prior  to 
her  marriage  was  Cynthia  Hewett,  and  she  was  born 
in  the  same  county  as  her  husband.  They  were 
early  settlers  of  Saratoga  County,  and  there  they 
reared  a  large  family  of  fourteen  children,  six  girls 
and  eight  boys,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and 
have  lived  to  good  old  ages,  the  age  of  the  first  to 
die  being  sixtj'-five  j'ears  old.  The  Smiths  and  the 
Ilewetts  were  both  of  Scotch  ancestr}'.  Charles 
Smith  of  this  sketch  was  the  sixth  of  the  fourteen 
children  and  there  were  four  boys  who  drifted 
westward.  He  passed  his  school  days  in  Greenfield, 
his  native  town,  and  received  a  fair  education.  On 
July  13,  1853,  he  came  to  Canton,  being   then   in 
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the  prime  and  vigor  of  manliood.  He  became  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Amos  Smith  and  J.  N.  Olds, 
and  has  since  been  in  business  for  himself. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Mrs.  May  J. 
Woodruff,  of  Farraington,  was  solemnized  in  1875. 
They  have  a  large  and  comfortable  residence  finely 
located  at  No.  207  South  Prairie  Street.  Mr. 
Smith  may  well  be  classed  among  the  old  settlers 
of  the  county,  and  he  has  ever  taken  a  warm  in- 
terest in  its  development  and  welfare.  He  is  an 
intelligent,  well  informeil  man  possessing  foresight 
and  sagacity  in  business  matters.  He  is  liberal  in 
his  religious  ideas',  and  in  politics  is  a  devoted  Re- 
publican. He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay, 
and  the  last  time  he  voted  he  supported  Benjamin 
Harrison. 


J^  EROME  HARDEN.  The  spirit  of  progress 
so  characteristic  of  the  American  citizens  of 
the  nineteenth  century  finds  an  exemplifica- 
tion in  the  gentleman  above  named.  He  is 
a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  operating  two  hundred 
and  twent3'  acres  of  land  on  section  12,  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  13,  Fairview  Township.  He  paid 
his  own  way  while  pursuing  his  studies,  and  from 
his  youth  has  toiled  Industriously  to  gain  a  com- 
petence and  make  for  himself  a  good  home.  In 
this  endeavor  he  has  succeeded,  and  while  making 
no  pretensions  to  elegance,  his  dwelling  is  com- 
fortable, well  fitted  and  abounding  in  good  cheer 
for  body  and  mind,  while  the  various  other  build- 
ings upon  the  estate  are  neat  and  well  built. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  Harden,  a 
native  of  New  York,  having  been  born  six  weeks 
after  the  arrival  of  his  parents  in  this  country  from 
England.  They  settled  in  Oneida  Count}',  N.  Y., 
where  the  lad  grew  to  maturity  and  married  Caro- 
line Armstrong.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Oswego  County,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  a 
farm  and  enjoyed  easy  circumstances.  He  died  in 
Oneida  County  when  about  fift^'-two  years  of  age, 
while  his  wife  reached  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  The  family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  the  following  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood:    Maria.  Thomas,   Julia  A.,  John,  William. 


Jeanette,  Jerome,  James  and  Mary.  Those  who 
died  in  infancy  were  named  Henry,  Dollie  and 
Caroline. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  22,  1841.  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  that  State  passed  his  time 
until  he  had  entered  his  teens.  After  the  death  of 
his  father  he  accompanied  his  mother,  brothers  and 
sisters  to  Illinois,  the  mother  settling  in  Fairview 
Township,  this  county,  where  her  death  occurred. 
The  first  recollections  of  our  subject  go  back  to  the 
county  in  which  he  was  born,  but  he  remembers 
move  vividly  the  scenes  at  Clinton,  Oneida  County, 
whither  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  a  boy. 
Immediately  after  coming  to  the  Prairie  State  he 
began  to  work  out  on  a  farm,  thus  paj'ing  for  his 
schooling.  He  continued  his  farm  work  as  an  em- 
ploye until  1863,  when  he  rented  a  part  of  Stejihen 
Dykeman's  farm  and  began  tilling  the  soil  for  him- 
self. Mr.  Harden  makes  a  specialt}'  fif  breeding 
swine  for  the  general  market,  and  has  now  on  hand 
a  drove  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  head.  In  partner- 
ship witli  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Manning,  he  raises 
Galloway  cattle,  their  herd  including  some  very 
fine  specimens  of  that  breed.  He  has  also  a  herd 
of  twenty  horses,  among  which  are  some  fine  road- 
sters. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Margaret 
Manning- was  solemnized  September  7,  1865.  The 
bride  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Theodosia  (Morton) 
Manning,  whose  lives  are  outlined  in  the  biograph- 
ical sketch  of  Elijah  Manning,  found  elsewhere  in 
this  Album.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harden  have  four 
handsome  and  Intelligent  children,  named  respect- 
ivel}',  Rachel,  Elsie,  Matilda  and  John.  All  are  at 
home  except  Rachel,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  the 
same  township,  being  the  wife  of  John  Scudder  and 
the  mother  of  one  child — Maggie.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harden  have  lost  two  children — Carrie  and  Ora. 

Mr.  Harden  has  served  as  School  Director,  faith- 
fully discharging  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  doing 
good  service  during  a  term  of  six  years.  He  is  a 
firm  believer  in  protection  to  American  industries, 
and  therefore  a  stanch  member  of  the  Republican 
party.  Prominent  among  his  personal  character- 
istics are  his  hospitality  and  geniality,  two  qualities 
which  predispose  strangers  in  his  favor  and  which, 
backed  by   his  uprightness  and   progressive  ideas, 
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secure  for  him  man3'  friends.  His  estimable  wife 
stands  side  by  side  with  him  in  the  esteem  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

In  connection  with  this  biofjrfiphieal  sketch  the 
reader  will  notice  a  view  of  the  pleasant  honiesiead 
of  Mr.  Harden. 


HARLES  F.  HOXWORTH.      This   young 
gentleman    is    the  manager    of   a   thriving 
a    general    merchandise    at  Middle    I 
Grove,  the  firm  being  Hoxwortli  &  Son.     The   fa- 
ther,   William    Hoxwortli.  senior  meralier    of    the    i 
firm,  occupies  a  farm  in  Fairview   Townsliip,   leav     ' 
ing  the  business  in  the  hands  of  the   son,    who,    al- 
though   but    twenty    years    old,    is    manifesting 
excei)lional  financial  aliility.  Already  he  has  taken    j 
his  plnce  as  one  of  the  leading  dealers    of  the  vil-    j 
lage  although  it  has  been  less  than  a  year  since  he 
took  charge  of  the  store.     Should  his  life  be  spared 
he  has  a  brilliant  future   before  him,   and   all  who 
know  him  look  with  interest  upon  his  career. 

William  Hoxworth  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  of  (ierman  descent.  He  married  Sarah  Hill, 
a  native  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  and  there  be- 
gan his  wedded  life.  The  couple  came  to  the 
Prairie  State  first  in  1850.  but  returned  to  Ohio, 
coming  again  to  Illinois  in  1870.  The}'  then  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Knox  County,  but  later  removed 
to  that  they  now  occujjy,  which  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land. 
They  are  still  in  middle  life,  ISfr.  Hoxworth  being 
fifty-eight  and  his  wife  fifty-six  years  old.  They 
have  seven  children  living,  named  respectively, 
Lizzie,  Laura,  Martha,  Mattie,  Mary,  Edward  and 
Charles  F. 

The  j'ouDg  gentleman    whose  name   introduces    i 
these    brief    paragraphs    was   born    September  13,    j 
1870,  and  reared  on  a  farm.    He  attended  the  dis-   ! 
trict  schools  until  he  was  fourteen,  then  entered  the 
High  School  at  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1887.     He  returned 
home  and  took  up  the  study  of  telegraphy  at  Lon- 
don Mills,  ere  long  becoming  proficient  as  an  oper- 


ator. He  worked  as  an  extra  at  various  places 
until  September,  1889,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
Iowa  Central  office  at  Middle  Grove.  In  Febru- 
ar}-,  1890,  he  resigned  this  position  in  order  to  take 
charge  of  the  mercantile  establishment  of  Hox- 
worth  &  Son.  He  is  undoubtedly  the  youngest 
business  man  represented  in  this  volume  and  it 
affords  us  great  pleasure  to  include  this  notice  of  a 
life  which,  though  brief,  has  already  been  marked 
Viy  the  display  of  mental  ability  of  a  high  order, 
persistence,  tact,  and  genuine  worth  of  character. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  the  reader  will 
notice  a  view  of  the  commodious  store  occupied  by 
Hoxworth  &  Son. 


TLLIAM  A.  FREEMAN  is  a  native  born 
\A///  '■'*''2^'^  of  *•'''*  county  and  occupies  a  high 
position  among  the  prominent  and  well-to- 
do  farmers  of  Bernadotte  Townsliip.  His  parents, 
Alexander  and  Mary  (Benson)  Freeman,  were  na- 
tives of  New  York,  the  father,  born  February  6, 
1808,  and  the  mother  in  1814.  They  came  directly 
to  Fulton  County  in  1828  and  were  among  its  ear- 
liest pioneers. 

Their  son,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in  their 
pioneer  home  November  29,  1840.  He  was  care- 
fully trained  in  all  that  goes  to  make  a  good  man 
and  a  successful  citizen,  and  was  given  an  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  which  he  afterward  ex- 
tended by  reading  and  by  travel.  He  remained  an 
inmate  of  the  parental  home  until  he  was  twentj-- 
five  years  old  and  during  that  time  he  made  sev- 
eral trips  to  the  South  and  West,  as  he  was  very 
desirous  of  seeing  something  of  his  native  land,  he 
being  of  an  active,  venturesome  spirit.  In  1859 
Mr.  Freeman  went  to  Texas.  He  remained  there 
about  eight  months  and  returned  home  in  Maj-, 
1860.  We  next  hear  of  him  in  Idaho,  whither  be 
went  in  1864.  In  1865  he  left  that  State  and  came 
back  to  his  old  home  and  a  year  after  his  return  lie 
bought  a  farm  in  Bernadotte  Township  of  one  hun- 
dred acres.  A  year  later  he  traded  that  place  for 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  ,icies  in  Knox 
County.  Mo.,  and   removed   to  that  place  in  1867. 
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In  1872  he  sold  his  property  there  and  after  eom- 
inj;  back  to  Fulton  County  actively  engaged  in  the 
sawmill  and  liuuber  business  the  ensuing  seven 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  bought  two  liundred 
and  forty  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  14,  Bern- 
adotte  Township,  lie  desired  to  raalie  ui)  the  timber 
into  lumber  in  liis  mill.  He  continues  to  own  tiie 
farm  last  mentioned  and  has  improved  it  greatly 
by  building  neat  fences,  and  in  other  ways,  and  has 
one  of  the  best  appearing  farms  in  this  locality. 
He  engages  in  general  farming  quite  extensively 
and  at  present  has  sixty  hogs,  a  fine  herd  of  about 
forty  head  of  cattle,  and  seventeen  horses,  besides 
an  interest  in  a  thoroughbred  Percheron- Norman 
horse  valued  at  $1,200. 

Mr.  Freeman  has  one  of  the  coziest  and  most 
attractive  homes  in  the  vicinity  and  to  the  lady  who 
presides  over  it  so  graciously  and  cordially  co-op- 
erates with  him  in  extending  its  bountiful  hospital- 
ity to  their  many  friends,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
May  11,  1879.  Mrs.  Freeman  was  formerly  Miss 
Julia  F..  Harris,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Margaret  (Littlejohn)  Harris,  whose  sketch  appears 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  She  is  a  native 
of  this  county  and  was  born  December  16,  1860. 

Our  subject  possesses  a  keen,  clear  intellect  and 
is  a  man  of  wide  experience  and  extended  infor- 
mation. He  is  known  and  respected  for  the  hon- 
esty and  sincerity  of  his  character,  and  has  the 
friendship  of  the  best  men  in  the  community.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Democrats  in  polities  and  always 
votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 


i<^«)IMOTHY  W.  TURNER,  a  veteran  of  the 
m^,  late  war,  who  is  busily  and  profitably  carry- 
^^^^'  ing  on  agriculture  in  Deerfleld  Township,  is 
one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens  and  is  held  in  high 
estimation  by  all  about  him.  His  father,  Thomas 
Turner,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1815.  He 
married  Mary  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Virginia 
in  181G.  They  are  both  now  deceased,  the  father 
dying  in  1883  and  the  mother  in  1851. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  was  born 
in  Bruathitl  County,  June  13,  183G,  the  second  son 


in  a  family  of  nine  children.  He  remained  an  in- 
mate of  the  parental  home  until  he  was  twenty-one 
one  years  old,  gleaning  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  bis  native  county.  When  he  attained 
his  majority  he  began  his  career  as  a  farmer,  and 
conducted  his  agricultural  operations  in  his  native 
State  until  1864.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Fulton 
County,  111.,  and  has  ever  ^ince  been  a  respected 
citizen  of  this  part  of  the  State.  He  rented  a  farm 
in  Bernadotte  Township  until  1868  and  after  that 
resided  on  a  farm  in  Cass  Township  until  1878, 
when  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  35, 
Deerfield  Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  lately  added  forty  acres  to  this 
property  and  is  doing  a  fine  business  as  a  general 
farmer.  He  pays  much  attention  to  stock  raising,  in 
which  branch  he  is  quite  successful  and  he  has  fifty 
hogs,  fourteen  cattle  and  eight  horses.  Sixt}'  acres 
of  his  land  are  under  cultivation  and  j'ield  him  fine 
crops.  He  has  here  a  comfortable  residence  and 
all  the  other  necessary  farm  buildings  and  has  his 
farm  well  equipped  in  the  way  of  good  machinery. 
He  recently  bought  a  forty-acre  farm  in  Cass 
Township  for  his  son,  giving  him  a  clear  deed  of 
the  same  and  thus  enabling  the  young  man  to  start 
out  well. 

Our  subject  did  good  service  in  the  Uni6n  army 
during  the  late  war.  In  1865  ho  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh  Illinois 
Infantry  and  fought  in  the  following  battles ;  Fidl- 
man's  Ferry  and  Spring  Place  and  was  in  several 
other  skirmishes  and  engagements  with  the  enemy. 
At  one  time  he  came  very  near  death,  a  ball  from 
a  rebel  rifle  ))assing  through  his  clothes.  He  was 
discharged  February  7,  1866.  and  returned  home 
with  a  good  record  as  a  patriotic  soldier. 

Mr.  Turner  has  been  twice  married.  June  22, 
1858,  was  the  date  of  his  wedding  with  Elizabeth 
J.,  daughter  of  J.  J.  and  Rebecca  Dancy.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them — John,  Irene  and 
George  I.  The  mother  of  these  children  departed 
this  life  November  16,  1863,  and  now  lies  in  Bait- 
ley  Cemetery  in  Bernadotte  Township.  Our  sub- 
ject was  a  second  time  married  November  12,  1868, 
Rachael,  daughter  of  Ogden  and  Mary  (Lnppeer) 
Gray,  then  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  in 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  August  10,  1830.     ller  par- 
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ents  were  nr.tivts  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
one  ehihl  boni  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Wil- 
boin,  dieil  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Mr.  Turner  stands  woll  with  his  fellow-citizens, 
as  he  is  a  man  of  a  frank,  generous  nature,  and  is 
obliging  and  just  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  neigh- 
lH)rs.  He  is  a  stalwart  among  the  Democrats^ 
though  he  does  not  concern  himself  much  with  po- 
litical affairs.  He  was  Road  Commissioner  for 
tliree  jears  and  Palhmaster  in  Cass  Township  four 
yoar.s.  He  and  his  wife  are  true  Christian  people, 
and  are  among  the  prominent  members  of  the  Pro- 
testant Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  is  Steward 
and  Trustee.  While  he  was  in  Iventuck^v  Mr.  Tur- 
ner served  as  Constable  four  years. 


J-^l  OHN  F.  SIMPSON.  The  life  of  this  gentlc- 
[  man  has  been  passed  on  the  homestead  in 
Farmington  Township,  and  has  been  quite 
'  uneventful.  It  has  been  marked,  however, 
by  persevering  industrys  the  best  of  citizenship 
and  the  exhibition  of  much  ability  in  agricultural 
and  horticultural  work.  Mr.  Simpson  has  become 
(piite  prominent  in  the  political  and  social  circles 
of  Farmington,  and  his  many  friends  will  be 
pleased  to  itad  this  record  of  an  honorable  life. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Margaret 
(Cordner)  Simpson,  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
former  emigrated  to  America  when  he  was  quite 
young,  settling  in  Philadelphia  where  he  was  em- 
ployed at  his  trade  of  a  weaver.  His  marriage 
took  place  in  that  city,  and  there  two  children  were 
born  to  the  good  couple.  From  the  descriptions 
given  in  Flint's  Geography,  Mr.  Simpson  became 
convinced  that  the  soil  in  this  part  of  the  North- 
west possessed  unequalled  fertility,  and  that  the 
other  resources  made  this  State  a  desirable  jtlace 
of  residence.  And  on  account  of  his  religious 
scruples  in  regard  to  enslaving  man,  he  desired  to 
settle  in  a  country  where  there  would  be  no  sla- 
very, although  his  brothers,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
located  in  the  South  and  became  slaveholders. 

Mr.  Simpson  visited  the  Prairie  State  in  1833, 
and  at  once  took  up  his   [lermanent  abode   in  this 


county.  The  family  traveled  hither  by  way  of  the 
canal  to  Pittsburg,  thence  down  the  Ohio  and  up 
the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers  to  Copperas 
Creek.  Mr.  Simpson  bought  the  claim  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  which  for  many  years  has 
been  known  as  the  Simpson  homestead,  it  being  lo- 
cated in  what  was  then  called  the  Marchant  Settle- 
ment. He  here  labored  assiduously  to  develop  his 
estate,  and  to  aid  in  the  pioneer  work  of  civilza- 
tion.  So  truly  was  this  region  a  trackless  wilderness, 
that  when  going  on  a  visit  to  friends  living  north- 
west of  Yates  City,  Mr.  Simpson  drove  stakes  for 
a  guide  on  his  return. 

Five  children  were  born  to  his  good  wife  after 
their  removal  to  the  West,  the  entire  family  bear- 
ing the  names  respectively,  Annie,  Margaret,  Sarah, 
William,  James,  John  F.,  and  Mary.  James  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  shed  his  life's  blood  for  his  country,  dying  at 
Pittsburg  Landing;  Annie  married  H.  R.  Rose,  a 
farmer  who  makes  his  home  in  Avon,  and  their 
family  includes  four  children;  Margaret  married 
H.  W.  Sebree,  a  wagon-maker  in  Canton,  and  died 
in  1880,  leaving  two  children;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
William  AVilkinson,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, their  home  being  in  Woodson  County,  Kan.; 
William  married  Sarah  Matthews,  and  lives  in  Kan- 
sas, having  a  family  of  eight  children;  Mary  lives 
in  Farmington,  being  the  wife  of  Blake  Barrows, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  marble  business. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  9,  1842. 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  of  wiiich  he 
has  had  the  management  since  he  was  sixteen  j'ears 
old.  He  had  begun  work  when  quite  young,  his 
father  having  died  when  he  was  ten  years  old.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Farming- 
ton,  and  to  the  foundation  there  received  he  has 
added  much  of  the  knowledge  which  can  only  be 
gained  by  personal  efforts  and  contact  with  human 
kind.  In  the  qualiiy  of  the  crops  raised  by  him 
and  the  yield  per  acre  the  results  of  his  labors  will 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  farmer  of  the 
county.  For  some  time  he  has  been  doing  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  the  culture  and  sale  of  black- 
berries, having  devoted  four  acres  to  this  fruit. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  was  solemnized 
in  1870.  his  bride  being  Martha,  daughter  of  John 
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and  Sarah  Dickey.  Several  of  this  lady's  f.neeslors 
fought  in  the  RevolutioDary  War,  having  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  in  Colonial  days.  In  that  State  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dickey  were  born,  their  progenitors  be- 
ing Scotch-Irish  and  Huguenot.  Mrs.  Simpson 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  and  came  to 
Illinois  with  her  parents  in  1856.  After  a  wedded 
life  of  ten  years,  she  crossed  the  river  of  deatii  in 
1880.  She  left  six  children,  named  respectively: 
William,  Walter,  Warren,  Mary,  Maggie  and  Ber- 
tie.    The  latter  is  living  with  a  relative  in  Kansas. 

Mr.  Simpson  contracted  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance  in  1885,  having  won  for  his  wife  Miss 
Sarah  Patterson,  a  capable  and  intelligent  woman, 
well  and  favorably  known  in  the  society  of  Farm- 
ington.  Her  fatlier,  James  II.  Patterson,  lives  there 
retired  from  active  life.  The  last  union  of  Mr. 
Simpson  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  daugh- 
ter, Alice. 

After  weighing  the  merits  of  political  questions, 
Mr.  Simpson  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  for  which  he  has  acted  as  a  delegate  at  sev- 
eral county  conventions.  He  has  served  liis  fel- 
low-citizens in  the  capacity  of  Highway  Commis- 
sioner, and  has  also  been  a  juryman.  He  belongs 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Farmington,  has 
served  as  Trustee,  and  on  the  Building  Committee. 

■117  EYI  H.  DIEHL,  a  retired  farmer,  was  for 
I  (©)  several  j-ears  actively  engaged  in  agricul- 
H — -Y;  ture  in  this  county,  but  abandoned  his  call- 
ing two  years  ago,  having  acquired  considerable 
wealth,  and  bought  one  of  the  comfortable  pleas- 
ant homes  of  Astoria,  where  he  is  passing  life's 
decline  amid  the  comforts  that  years  of  well-di- 
rected labor  have  brought  to  him. 

Our  subject  is  a  Peunsylvanian  by  birth,  born  in 
Colerain,  Bedford  County,  November  28,  1821. 
His  father,  John  Diehl,  was  born  in  the  same  State, 
June  21,  1796,  and  his  father,  bearing  tiie  same 
name  as  himself,  was  a  native  of  Loudoun  County, 
Va.  He  removed  from  that  part  of  the  country  to 
Pennsylvania  and  for  a  time  resided  near  Harris- 
burg    before    he    becaKe  a    pioneer    of    Bedford 


1    County.     After    his  removpl  to    that   county,   he 

'    bougiit  a  tract  of  timber,  cleared  a  farm,  and  spent 

I    the  remainder  of  his  life  there.     He  married    Ann 

Mary  Harklerode,  a  daughter  of   a   Revolutionary 

soldier.     Slie  also  died  on  the  home  farm. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  two  are  now  living.  He  was 
reared  to  man's  estate  in  Colerain  Township,  and 
inherited  from  his  father  tliirty  acres  of  land  tliere. 
He  bought  another  tract  from  his  father-in-law  and 
in  time  improved  an  excellent  farm  in  liis  native 
township  where  he  resided  until  death  closed  his 
career  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  In  Ins 
daj's  there  were  no  railroads  there  and  Chambers- 
burg,  sixty  miles  distant  was  one  of  the  markets. 
His  farm  was  six  miles  from  the  Chambersburg  & 
Bedford  pike  which  was  the  main  thoroughfare 
from  East  to  West.  The  south  branch  of  the  Juni- 
ata River,  or  the  stream  called  Raystown  Branch 
was  six  miles  from  his  father.  In  those  times  the 
people  used  to  build  what  they  called  arks,  and 
load  them  with  produce  and  float  them  down  the 
river  to  Columbia  and  there  sell  the  boat  and  the 
contents.  Mr.  Dield  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  reared  his  children  in  the  same  faith. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Mary  Magdalina  Koons.  She  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  April  2,  1801,  and  died  in  tlie  month 
of  March,  1865.  Of  the  thirteen  ciiildren  born  of 
her  marriage,  twelve  grew  to  maturity.  Mrs. 
Diehl  was  a  daughter  of  David  Koous.  a  native  of 
Loudoun  County,  Va.,  who  removed  from  there  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Colerain  Township.  He  bought  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  built -saw  and  grist  mills,  which  he  opera- 
ted and  at  the  same  time  superintended  the  im- 
provement of  his  land,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  his  life  was  rounded  out  by  death.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  married  Susan 
Smouse,  a  native  of  Virginia.  She  died  on  the 
iiome  farm  and  is  now  lying  there  in  the  famil}' 
cemetery  beside  her  husband. 

Levi  II.  Diehl  of  this  biograi)hical   review,  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and    remained   an    in- 
mate of  the  parental  household  until  he  was    nine- 
j    teen  years  old,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  hira- 
i   self  :)S  a  clerk  in  a   stoie   in   Rainsburg.     He    was 
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Ibus  employed  two  years,  and  then  liad  to  seek 
other  work,  as  the  close  confinement  impaired  his 
health.  lie  was  very  well  educated  and  he  turned 
his  attention  to  teaching.  He  was  thus  engaged 
seven  years,  and  then  bought  a  farm,  the  price  of 
which  was  $1,600.  All  his  wealth  amounted  to 
$300  but  he  had  a  fine  prospect  for  a  rich  liarvesl 
the  first  year.  lie  was,  however,  doomed  to  dis 
appointment,  as  in  September  a  freshet  came  and 
destroyed  his  crops  and  fences.  He  repaired  tlie 
fences  and  the  next  year  sold  his  place,  with  the  in- 
tention of  going  to  Indiana,  but  about  that  time 
he  attended  a  public  land  sale  in  Hopewell,  bought 
four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  for  §1,200,  and 
settled  on  that  land  instead  of  going  to  Indiana.  It 
was  in  a  wild  coudilion  then  and  during  the  thir- 
teen years  that  he  lived  on  it  he  erected  suitable 
buildings  and  improved  about  ninety  acres. 

In  1863  Mr.  Diehl  traded  his  place  for  land  in 
Iowa.  He  did  not  move  there  though  but  bought 
another  tract  in  Snake  Spring  Township,  and  lived 
there  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
sold  his  property  there,  and  the  following  year, 
I860,  came  to  Fulton  County.  He  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Pleasant  Town- 
ship and  in  the  course  of  time  purchased  other  land 
until  he  had  a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  He  placed  it  under  excellent  culti- 
vation. provide<l  it  with  substantial  buildings,  and 
was  very  prosperously  engaged  in  its  management 
until  he  retired  from  farming  in  1888  to  his  present 
home  in  Astoria.  He  showed  intelligence,  pru- 
duce  and  forethought  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs  and  was  a  sterling  member  of  the  farming 
community  where  he  resided.  He  was  prominently 
identified  with  Woodland  Grange,  No.  866,  and  has 
taken  the  degree  of  Flora. 

Mr.  Diehl  and  Harriet  Whetstone,  were  married 
.lune  12,  1845,  and  seven  of  the  children  born  of 
their  union  are  living,  namely:  Elias  H.,  Mary  A., 
Sarah  E.,  Reuben  E.,  Mathew  I.,  Benjamin  S.  and 
.Tacob  L.  Mrs.  Diehl  was  born  in  Indiana  County, 
Pa.,  June  4,  1823.  Her  father,  Jacob  Whetstone, 
was  born  in  Colerain  Township,  Pa.,  while  his  fa- 
ther, Henry  Whetstone,  was  a  native  of  the  eastern 
part  of  that  State.  He  was  an  early  pioneer  of 
Bedford  C'ount3',  where  he  cleared  a    farm,  and    a 


part  of  the  time  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, spending  his  last  years  there.  Mrs.  Diehl's 
father  was  reared  and  married  in  his  native  countj' 
and  afterward  removed  to  Indiana  County.  He 
lived  there  a  few  years,  and  then  returned  to  Bed- 
ford County,  engaged  in  farming,  and  resided  there 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  married  Nancy  Hendricks. 
also  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  and  a  daughter  of 
Amariah  Hendricks,  a  miller  by  trade.  Me  spent 
his  last  years  on  a  farm  in  Indiana  County.  Mrs. 
Diehl's  mother  lived  to  be  very  old,  dying  in  the 
month  of  February,  1 890.  in  her  ninetieth  year. 

Mi:  and  Mrs.  Diehl  are  sincere  and  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  wherever  they 
are  known,  they  are  greatly  respected  for  their  kind 
hearts,  'pleasant  manners,  and  solid  worth.  Mr. 
Diehl  belongs  to  Astoria  Lodge,  No.  ICO,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  is  a  member  of  Vermont  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  of  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  Astoria. 


,^<?=!^REENBURY  H.  EVELAND,  now  represent- 
(l|  (— -  ing  Waterford  Township  on  the  County 
^'^D  Board  of  Supervisors,  was  born  in  this 
township  October  13,  1855.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  here  and  at  the  early  age  of  nine  years  be- 
gan to  assist  his  father  on  the  farm  occupied  by  the 
family.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage, one  year  before  which  he  began  to  operate 
rented  land  which  he  has  since  continued  to  do. 
He  occupies  property  belonging  to  L.  W.  Ross  and 
in  its  management  lirings  to  bear  the  habits  of  in- 
dustry which  have  characterized  him  from  boy- 
hood, a  good  understanding  of  agricultural  methods 
and  a  determination  to  succeed. 

The  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Eveland  owed  the  com- 
forts of  his  home  life  became  his  wife  March  17, 
1881,  prior  to  which  time  she  was  known  as  Miss 
Irena  Harm.  She  was  born  in  Lewistown  Township 
to  Jonathan  and  Polly  (Livingston)  Harn,  under 
whose  care  she  developed  the  graces  and  virtues  of 
worthy  womanhood.  She  was  removed  by  death 
June  13,  1888,  leaving  three  children — Charles, 
Luellaand  George.  Mr.  Eveland  is  regarded  with 
respect  by  his  fellow-men,  being  known  as  an  hon- 
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est.  intelligent  and  reliable  citizen,  who  quiellj' 
pursues  his  course  in  life,  endeavoring  to  discharge 
all  the  duties  which  lie  in  his  way. 

Going  back  in  the  paternal  line  three  generations, 
we  come  to  Frevlerick  Eveland  who.  so  far  as  known, 
was  horn  in  Penns}  Ivania.  He  emigrated  f?om 
that  State  to  Ohio,  taking  bis  place  nmong  the  fron- 
tiersmen of  Morgan  County.  He  bought  a  tract 
of  timber  land  on  the  banks  of  the  Muskingum 
Riv.er,  from  which  he  gave  each  of  his  children  a 
farm.  After  having  lived  there  manj'  years,  he 
came  to  Illinois,  and  spent  his  last  3'ears  with  a 
daughter  near  Bloomington.  He  was  a  great  hun- 
ter, suciessful  in  trapping  and  killing  various  kinds 
of  game  that  were  abundant  and  finding  a  ready 
sale  for  the  furs  which  he  secured. 

The  next  in  the  ancestral  line  was  John  Eveland, 
who  was  born  in  the  Keystone  State  and  reared  in 
Morgan  County,  Ohio.  He  began  his  life  work  as 
a  boatman  on  the  Muskingum  River  when  quite 
young,  and  followed  his  occupation  on  that  stream 
and  the  Ohio  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  but  thirty  years  old.  He  had  married  Har- 
riet Newton,  a  native  of  New  York  or  Massachu- 
setts, who  was  living  in  the  Buckeye  State  at  the 
time  of  their  union.  She  came  to  this  county  in 
1845  and  spent  her  last  years  with  her  children 
here.  Among  the  members  of  her  family  was  a 
son,  Abner,  who  had  been  born  in  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  reared  in  his  native  State  and  taught  the  trade 
of  a  tailor.  He  pursued  his  calling  iu  Ohio  until 
he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  then  came  to  this 
State  and  worked  two  years  in  Havana.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  first  in  Mason  County,  and  then  in  this 
county  where  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 1,  Waterford  Township.  In  September,  1871, 
he  sold,  removed  to  Kansas  and  bought  a  farm  in 
what  was  then  known  as  Howard  County.  After  | 
residing  there  two  years  and  eight  months,  he  sold  j 
and  returned  hither  to  spend  the  remnant  of  his  ! 
days.  He  breathed  his  last  in  Waterford  Town- 
ship in  1880. 

January  24,  1850,  Abner  Eveland  married  Eliz- 
abeth Ackerson,  who  was  born  in  Lewistown  Town- 
ship, this  count}'.  May  27,  1835.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Edw.Trd  Ackersou,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of   , 


this  county,  whose  first  home  was  in  Lewistow^l. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  lived  in  the  village  about  fifteen  years, 
then  bought  a  farm  in  Mason  County,  but  after  oc- 
cupying it  a  few  years  returned  to  this  county  and 
located  in  Waterford.  He  bought  the  ferry  across 
Spoon  River,  ran  it  about  ten  years,  then  sold, 
bought  property  in  Cuba  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  He  lived  there  until  his  death, 
in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  His  wife,  formerly  Jane 
Jarvis,  a  native  of  Ohio,  died  in  Waterford  several 
years  before  his  decease.  The  father  of  Edward 
Ackerson  bore  the  given  name  of  Garret,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  pioneer  of  Ohio. 
He  settled  near  Cincinnati,  buying  timber  land 
which  he  cleared  and  lived  upon  till  about  1833, 
when  he  came  to  this  State.  The  removal  was 
made  with  ox-teams  and  he  was  accompanied  by 
his  son  Edward  and  family.  The  elder  bought 
timber  land  on  section  1,  Lewisto.wn  Township, 
and  lived  thereon  until  he  had  reached  the  ago  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  j-ears,  when  he  closed  his  eyes 
in  death. 

Abner  and  Elizabeth  (Ackwson)  Eveland  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  now 
living,  the  oldest  one  living  being  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  notice.  .The  others  are  Chester, 
George,  Addie,  Chandler  and  Libbie.  The  good 
mother  still  lives  in  Waterford  Township  and  is 
now  quite  aged.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Holiness 
Church. 

OSEPH  MITCHELL.  This  gentleman  is 
the  son  of  a  pioneer  settler  of  Deerfield 
Township,  and  has  spent  the  greater  |)art  of 
his  life  within  its  bounds.  It  can  be  justly 
said  of  him  that  he  has  grown  up  with  the  country, 
and  his  life  in  a  great  measure  corresponds  with  the 
development  that  has  gone  on  about  him.  He  is 
now  pleasantly  located  on  section  24.  with  such 
surroundings  that  he  can  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of 
life  in  his  declining  years  and  mete  out  to  tliose 
around  him  a  good  share  of  his  blessings.  He  is 
justly  proud  of  the  condition  of  the  country,  and 
of  his  own  connection  therewith,  and  all   who  are 
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acquainted  with  lliis  section,  are  ready  to  bestow 
on  him  a  share  of  the  prratltude  which  belongs  to 
tliose  who  have  worked  long  and  faithfully  here. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Indiana, 
.Inly  23,  1825,  and  lost  his  mother  Id  his  early  child- 
hood. He  has  therefore  lost  the  record  of  her 
liirth.  His  father,  Matthew  Miteiiell,  was  born  iu 
Pennsylvania,  and  made  a  settlement  in  t!iis  county 
in  1837.  He  chose  a  tract  of  land  on  section  25, 
Deerfleld  Township,  which  was  the  home  of  our 
subject  until  after  he  had  reached  manhood,  and 
where  the  father  died.  He  of  whom  we  write  ac- 
quired what  education  he  could  in  the  district 
schools,  and  assisted  his  father  in  his  labors,  re- 
maining with  him  until  1850.  when  he  set  up  a 
home  of  his  own. 

Immediately  after  Ids  marriage  Mr.  Jlilchell  set- 
tled on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  25,  resid 
ing  thereon  until  1888,  when  he  removed  one  mile 
north  lo  the  location  he  now  occupies,  where  he 
owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  has  ac- 
cuinnlated  his  estate  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  un- 
llagging  zeal,  and  while  so  doing  has  reared  a  large 
family,  who  are  devoting  themselves  to  him  in  a 
measure  seldom  witnessed,  and  cheer  his  declining 
years  with  their  love.  The  lady  who  has  shared  in 
the  tri.als  and  successes  of  our  subject  since  1850, 
was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Jenettc 
Pigsley.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Welcome  and 
Thirza  (Clark)  Pigsley.  In  her  own  department 
she  has  manifested  industry  and  efficiency,  and  her 
children  owe  much  to  her  counsel  and  devoted  care. 
Together  she  and  her  husband  have  labored  for 
their  good  and  the  result  proves  the  wisdom  of 
their  management. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  consists  of 
eleven  sons  and  daughters,  of  whom  we  note  the 
following:  Albert  C,  who  married  Luella  Brooks, 
now  lives  in  Fremont,  Iowa;  Nancy  is  the  wife  of 
William  M.ay,  and  their  home  is  in  Joshua  Town- 
ship; Jenny  is  vuarried  and  lives  in  Fremont,  Iowa; 
Thirza  M.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Haskins,  living  in 
Thomas  County,  Kan. ;  Charles  F.  married  Fanny 
Hall,  and  tlieir  home  is  in  Fremont,  Iowa;  Wash- 
ington married  Nettie  Bryte,  and  their  home  is  in 
Nebraska;  Mathew  resides  on  the  old  home  place 
on  section  25.  where  his  sisters.  Bessie  M.  and  Lulu 


make  a  home  for  him;  Addie  H.  lives  with  her  sis- 
ter, Nancy,  in  Joshua  Township;  Lois  Adelle  is 
still  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  Republican,  always  voting  tlie 
straight  ticket.  He  has  been  Palhmaster  several 
terms.  Constable  five  or  si.x;  years,  School  Director 
twenty  years,  has  also  served  as  Ro:id  Commis- 
sioner. He  and  his  good  wife  are  not  only  secure 
in  tlie  love  of  their  children,  but  areregaided  with 
a  high  degree  of  respect  by  their  neighbors  and  ac- 
quaintances. 


-i-^i^^^^t^^^ty^^^-^ 


NDRKW  J.  SMEPLKY.  This  name  will  be 
at  once  recognized  as  tliat  of  a  gentleman 
i  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  loan  business 
jjiy  in  Canton,  who.  in    connection   with   that 

work  carries  on  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  acres,  located  a  short  distance  west  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Shepley  is  a  thorough  farmer,  having 
been  reared  to  that  occupation  and  carried  it  on 
successfully  for  a  number  of  j'cars.  His  estate  is 
well  improved,  well  stocked,  and  in  all  respects  an 
attractive  and  valuable  piece  of  property.  In  the 
business  in  which  Mr.  Sheplej-  is  engaged  in  the 
city  he  is  associated  with  Daniel  Abbott,  the  firm 
having  been  formed  in  1884,  at  which  time  our 
subject  became  a  denizen  of  Canton. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Oliver  Slieplcy  who  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  for  many  years  a  lead- 
ing physician  in  his  community  there,  and  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  doctors  of  this  county.  In  1839  he 
brought  his  family  to  the  Prairie  State,  making  his 
home  in  Bloomington  for  a  year,  and  then  locat- 
ing on  a  farm  west  of  this  cltj-.  In  1841  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  and  served 
faithfully  and  efficiently  for  two  terms.  He  was  a 
believer  in  the  old  Jacksonian  doctrines.  He  spent 
his  last  days  on  the  farm  dying  in  1863.  His  widow 
survived  until  1874,  continuing  to  reside  on  the 
farm  where  the^-  first  settled  on  coming  to  this 
county.  Dr.  Shepley  was  the  son  of  Wilder  Shep- 
ley  and  was  of  Scotch  descent. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lydia,  daughter 
of  William    Lawrence.  Esq.,  was  of  English  ances- 


616 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


try  and  born  at  HoUis,  N.  H.  She  lived  in  her  na- 
tive State  until  she  was  eighteen  j^ears  old,  when 
she  was  married  to  Dr.  SLepley  and  moved  to 
Massacluisetts.  She  bore  her  husband  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  survived  him  and  two  are  still 
living.  The  family  comprised  Washington,  Andrew 
J.,  Lydia  and  Thomas  J.  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  E. 
Paul). 

In  Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  July  19,  18.33,  the 
eyes  of  our  subject  first  opened  to  the  light  of  day. 
He  was  a  mere  lad  when  the  family  removed  to  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  amid 
the  comparitively  primitive  surroundings  of  this 
region.  He  attended  school  in  the  winter  and 
woriied  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  during  his  ho}'- 
hood  and  youlli.  He  continued  to  reside  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  attained  his  majority  when 
he  married  and  established  a  home  of  his  own.  He 
became  manager  of  the  farm,  conducting  its  affairs 
successfully  until  his  removal  to  Canton  and  still 
overseeing  the  work  which  is  done  there. 

The  capable  wife  of  our  subject  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Miss  Jennie  Van  Arsdale.  She 
is  the  second  daughter  born  to  Peter  B.  and  Chris- 
tina Van  Arsdale  and  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey 
whence  her  parents  removed  hither  in  1837.  Her 
mother  i.s  now  residing  at  Fairview.  The  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepley  includes  three  children — 
Alice,  Adele  and  Andrew  C.  The  older  daughter 
is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Abbott,  a  prominent  attorne}^ 
of  this  place.  In  politics  Mr.  Shepley  casts  his  vote 
and  exerts  his  influence  for  the  Democratic  party. 


ENOCH  SHERMAN  owns  and  operates  a 
productive,  improved  farm  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  six  acres  on  section  15,  and 
also  holds  the  title  to  one  hundred  and  sixtj^  acres 
on  section  22,  Fairview  Township.  His  home  is 
one  of  comfort,  set  in  the  midst  of  the  ordinary 
surroundings  of  a  prosperous  farmer.  It  is  the 
homestead  on  which  the  parents  of  our  subject  lo- 
c:iled  in  1847  upon  first  coming  to  this  State,  and 
where  both  died  full  of  years  and  Iionor. 

In   Oneida    County,  N,   Y.,  Enoch  H.    Sherman 


and  Elvira  Dykeman  were  born  early  in  this  cen- 
tury. Upon  growing  to  maturity  they  were  married 
in  Oswego  County,  making  their  home  there  "for 
several  }'ears.  The  husband  was  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  The  reports  of  tbe  resources 
of  the  Prairie  State  led  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  to 
determine  to  change  their  place  of  abode.  They 
embarked  on  the  Erie  Canal  and  upon  reaching 
Buffalo,  took  a  Like  boat  to  Chiiago,  whence  they 
continued  their  journey  to  Farraington  by  wagon. 
They  became  well  know  in  tliis  county  where  tliey 
lived  for  many  years.  Mr.  Sherman  passed  away 
in  1879  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  but  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  1886,  attaining  nearly  to  the  age  of 
four-score  years.  The  Sherman  family  came  orig- 
inall}^  from  England  and  settled    in    Rhode  Island. 

The  parental  f.imily,  which  included  ten  chil- 
dren, has  four  living  members.  These  are  Sarah, 
wife  of  William  Harden,  a  farmer  in  Fairview 
Township;  Abbie,  widow  of  L.  B.  Marsh  whose 
liome  is  in  Champaign  Count}-;  the  subject  of  tiiis 
notice;  and  William,  a  fanner  whose  iiome  is  in 
London  Mills. 

Enoch  Sherman  was  born  A|iiil  21,  1811,  at 
Hastings,  Oswego  Cuuiity.  N.  Y.,  and  had  one  term 
of  school  there.  lie  well  remembers  the  journey  to 
this  county,  an  incident  of  which  was  his  aiding  in 
extricating  a  wagon  and  team  which  was  stuck  in 
the  mud  at  Chicago.  He  obtained  a  common-school 
education,  then  took  charge  of  the  farm,  working  it 
until  nineteen  years  old  for  his  father,  to  whom  he 
was  a  faithful  son.  He  then  rented  the  estate  until 
he  was  twent3r-two  years  old,  when  he  married  and 
established  his  own  home. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her  maid- 
enliood  as  Miss  Sarah  E.  Palmerton.  Her  parents, 
Ichabod  and  Jane  (Childers)  Palmerton,  were  born 
in  the  Buckeye  State.  They  gave  their  daughter 
the  best  opportunities  possible  and  instructed  her 
in  the  principles  of  conduct  and  domestic  knowl- 
edge. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  have  had  six  children 
— an  infant  who  died  unnamed;  Nora  A.,  George 
E.,  Fidelia  M.,  Emory  Ichabod  and  William  Haz- 
ard. 

An  honest,  industrious  man,  a  reliable  citizen 
and  a  whole-souled  companion,  Mr.  Sherman  is  re- 
spected as  he  deserves  by  his   fellow  citizens.     He 
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lias  done  efficient  service  to  the  traveling  public  as 
Hijrhw.iy  Commissioner  and  has  also  faithfully 
served  as  a  School  Director.  He  belongs  to  Fair- 
view  Lodge,  No.  350,  A.  F.  it  A.  M..  and  votes 
ihe  Democratic  ticket. 


/^  HAKLES  B.  CHURCHILL.  This  gentle- 
I  man,  whose  portrait  appears  on  Uie  opposite 

^^y  |>age,  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Canton 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  fine  propertj'.  His 
farm  consists  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  upon 
which  stands  a  complete  line  of  substantial  com- 
modious and  well-arranged  farm  buildings.  It  is 
favor.ably  located  on  section  32,  and  under  efficient 
iiuinagement  produces  abundantly  of  the  various 
crops  for  which  this  county  is  noted. 

'I'lie  owner  of  this  fine  estate  was  born  in  Boone- 
ville,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  April  25,  1813,  and 
spent  his  early  years  in  his  native  village.  After 
he  had  entered  his  tcMis,  he  spent  about  three  years 
in  Niagara  County  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle, 
although  lie  received  no  money  for  his  labors.  He 
then  returned  to  his  former  home  and  two  years 
later,  in  company  with  a  younger  brother,  William, 
went  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  seek  his  fortune.  For 
nearly  two  years  he  was  emplo3'ed  on  a  farm  in  that 
vicinity.  His  next  enterprise  was  to  become  a 
book  agent  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  he  began 
working  in  the  fall  of  1835,  during  the  next  two 
years  traveling  over  the  entire  State.  While  there 
he  sent  his  father  the  requisite  means  to  remove 
the  family,  which  included  several  children,  to 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  where,  on  the  conclusion  of 
Ills  work  in  tiie  South,  our  subject  met  them. 

Purchasing  a  pair  of  tliree-year-old  colts  Mr. 
Churchill  loaded  the  earthly  possessions  of  the 
family  into  a  w.agon  and  the  party  of  eight  started 
for  FuUon  County,  111.  The  trip  consumed  several 
weeks,  and  although  unmarked  by  any  eventful  in- 
cident, is  fruitful  in  recollections  of  pioneer  scenes 
and  experiences.  The  family  located  on  rented 
land  not  far  from  Canton,  tilling  the  tract  several 
years  before  our  subject  was  able  to  purchase.  The 
first  real  estate  he  owned    was  one  hundred    and 


sixty  acres  for  which  he  obtained  the  deed  in 
1842.  He  continued  to  take  care  of  his  parents  as 
long  as  they  lived  and  also  did  much  toward  the 
care  and  training  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
family. 

Mr.  Churchill  erected  a  good  house  upon  his 
farm,  to  the  extent  of  which  he  added  as  circum- 
stances would  permit.  Since  1850  he  has  practi- 
cally resided  upon  it,  but  prior  to  that  time  it  was 
left  in  the  care  of  his  parents  for  several  j^ears. 
during  which  time  he  traveled  in  the  South.  He 
was  employed  by  Mr.  Ford  as  a  traveling  salesman 
and  with  a  team  carried  dry-goods  throughout  the 
country.  In  disposing  of  his  stock  he  was  as  suc- 
cessful as  he  had  been  in  whatever  else  he  has  un- 
dertaken, and  after  about  five  years  spent  on  the 
roiid  he  felt  at  liberty  to  establish  a  home  and  set- 
tle down.  On  his  return  from  the  :Soutli  ho 
hither  by  the  waj'  of  his  former  homes  in  Connec- 
ticut and  New  York. 

On  November  26,  1850,  in  Lewistown,  the  rites 
of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  our  subject 
and  Miss  Louisa  E.  Hurl  hurt.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Booneville,  N.  Y.,  Christmas  d,'iy,  1820.  Mr. 
Churchill  had  known  her  almost  from  the  day  (.f 
her  birth  and  thoroughly  appreciated  her  estimable 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  The  happy  couple  ari^ 
the  parents  of  three  daughters  and  one  son.  Sarah 
J.  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Palmer,  Abigail, of  F"rank 
Marr  and  Eilizabeth,  of  Norton  Churchill.  Franklin 
S.  married  Miss  Olive  Campbell. 

.Since  1850  Mr.  Churchill  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming,  his  labors  in  that  line  being  con- 
ducted with  great  energy  and  intelligence  and 
crowned  with  success.  In  1875  he  built  the  Chur- 
chill House  in  Canton.  In  politics  he  gives  his  suf- 
frage to  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
the  principles  of  which  he  firmlj-  believes.  He  is 
liberal  in  his  religious  views.  Personally  he  is  one 
of  the  most  genial  of  men,  fond  of  neighborly  in- 
tercourse, well  informed  regarding  that  which  is 
going  on  in  the  world,  and  manifesting  a  determi- 
nation to  enjoy  life  and  aid  others  to  do  so. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Charles  B.  Chur- 
chill, Sr.,  who  was  born  in  New  England  Parish, 
Hartford  County,  Conn.,  in  1784.  He  died  in 
Canton   Township  in    1877  at  the  extreme  age  of 
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ninety-three  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
a  native  of  the  same  parish  as  her  iiusbaiid  and  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Elizahetii  Hubbard. 
She  also  died  in  this  township,  the  date  of  her  de- 
mise being  in  1 8G7.  She  was  then  eighty  years  old, 
having  been  born  in  1787.  The  worthy  couple 
had  nine  children  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
tliird  in  order  of  birth. 


4—  -^-t-^^- 


i^^HOM  AS  NELSON.  To  iiis  skill  in  handicraft, 
fr^^  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  materials  and 
'\>^'  modes  of  usage  best  adapted  to  various 
kinds  of  buildings,  Mr.  Nelson  adds  the  per.sonal 
qualities  which  win  the  respect  and  friendship  of 
those  with  whom  he  associates.  He  has  also  an 
honorable  record  as  one  of  the  vast  number  who 
devoted  several  of  the  best  years  of  their  lives  to 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  upholding  of 
those  institutions  dear  to  all  true  patriots  In 
commemoration  of  the  years  which  he  spent  on  the 
tented  field,  he  is  identified  with  George  Yokum 
Post,  No.  325,  G.  A.  R..  while  his  social  and 
benevolent  traits  find  a  partial  outlet  in  the  meet- 
iilgs  and  workings  of  \>rmont  Lodge,  No.  112, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Vermont  Lodge,  No.  79.  I.  O. 
O.  F. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  of  Irish  ancestry  in  the  jiaternal 
line,  his  father,  Henry  Nelson,  having  been  born  in 
the  Emerald  Isle,  whence  he  came  to  America  with 
his  parents  when  but  three  years  old.  The  first 
home  of  the  family  was  in  Pennsylvania,  whence 
they  removed  to  Belmont  Count}',  Ohio,  in  which 
the  father  of  our  subject  continued  to  reside  until 
18.37.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker, 
whieli  he  followed  for  a  time  after  his  removal  to 
Illinois.  His  journey  hither  was  made  by  boats  on 
the  Ohio.  Mississippi,  Illinois  and  Spoon  Rivers  to 
a  landing  in  this  county,  whence  he  went  with 
teams  to  Ipava  Prairie.  After  spending  a  few  weeks 
there  he  removed  to  Vermont,  which  was  a  hamlet 
of  a  few  houses  in  the  midst  of  a  sparse!}'  settled 


gion. 
Hem 


Nelson  established  a  shoe  shop,  the  first  in 


the  place,  but  after  following  his  trade  a  year,  sold 
out  and  did  journe}'  work  for  an  employer.  After 
a  lime  he  engaged  in  the  sale  of  groceries  and  Lrr.'in, 
expending  his  energies  in  this  w.ay  some  years,  tlien 
establishing  a.  cooper  shop,  which  he  operated  for  a 
time.  About  1850  he  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land 
in  Astoria  Township,  and  building  a  dwelling  there 
devoted  his  time  to  clearing  land  and  tilling  the 
soil.  His  death  occurred  on  the  farm  in  1872.  His 
wife,  formerly  Deborah  Ann  Hudson,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  survived  until  1877,  being  at  the  time  of  her 
death  a  resident  in  the  village  of  Astoria.  She  had 
borne  her  husband  five  children,  namely :  Susannah, 
Thomas,  Henry,  Amaziah  H.  and  John,  all  yet  liv- 
ing but  Amaziah. 

The  subject  of  our  notice  was  born  in  HelniDnt 
Coun'.y,  Ohio,  February  6,  1834,  and  was  but  three 
years  old  when  brought  to  the  Prairie  State.  The 
temple  of  learning  in  which  he  pursued  his  studies 
was  a  primitive  structure  of  logs,  furnished  with 
slab  benches,  and  having  a  writing  desk  for  the 
larger  scholars  made  by  boring  holes  in  the  logs  at 
the  side  of  the  room,  insei-ting  long  pins  and  laying 
a  plank  upon  them.  The  instruction  which  was 
afforded  in  the  pioneer  schools  did  not  embrace  the 
extended  curriculum  of  the  present  day,  but  those 
who  had  a  desire  for  learning  were  well  grounded 
in  the  more  practical  branches  of  knowledge.  The 
early  recollections  of  our  subject  are  of  a  country 
where  but  little  effort  had  yet  been  made  to  cultiv.nte 
or  clear  the  land,  and  where  various  kinds  of  wild 
game  were  plentiful.  No  railroads  afl'orded  means 
for  transportation  and  all  produce  sent  to  market 
was  hauled  to  the  river  towns,  whence  it  was  gen- 
erally sent  on  a  flatboat  to  ports  below. 

Young  Nelson  was  sixteen  years  old  when  liis 
parents  removed  to  their  land,  and  a  year  later  he 
loft  the  parental  roof  to  begin  work  by  the  mouth. 
He  received  -$12  per  month  for  a  year's  services, 
after  which  he  took  jobs  of  clearing  land,  splitting 
rails,  etc.,  finding  this  a  more  remunerative  em- 
ployment than  that  which  he  had  previously  pur- 
sued. He  was  very  industrious,  ecouomical  and 
prudent,  and  managed  so  carefully  that  after  a  time 
he  was  able  to  pay  for  his  father's  farm,  which  he 
owned  until  the  death  of  his  parent.  Some  time  in 
I   the  '50s  he  began  teaming  between  Vermont  and 
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Dilworth's  Landing,  taking  produce  to  tbe  Land- 
ing, and  on  his  return   trip   bringing   merchandise. 

Ill  this  occupation  Mr.  Nelson  continued  until 
1860,  when  he  married  an<l  set  up  liis  home  on  a 
tract  of  land  three  miles  south  of  ^Vermont.  Tliere 
ho  remained  until  the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  entered 
tbe  I'nion  Ainiy.  deteimined  tc  do  what  he  could 
to  u|)hold  the  national  unity  and  preserve  the 
honor  of  the  old  il:ig.  He  was  enrolled  in  Company 
G,  Eleventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  in  November,  mus- 
tered into  the  service  at  Camp  Lyon,  Peoria,  and 
after  remaining  there  a  few  weeks  in  order  to 
acquire  some  knowledge  of  military  tactics  and 
discipline,  was  sent  to  St.  Louis.  Tiie  gallant  con- 
duct of  tbe  Eleventh,  under  the  leadership  of  Col. 
Hubert  G.  Ingersoll,  is  a  matter  of  historical  record, 
and  well-known  to  all  who  followed  the  fortunes  of 
the  boys  in  blue  during  those  trying  years. 

The  first  heavy  engagement  in  which  Mr.  Nelson 
took  part  was  the  notable  conflict  of  Shiloh,  and  he 
also  participated  in  the  battle  of  Corinth.  After 
camping  at  that  place  a  few  weeks  the  command 
marched  to  Memphis,  thence  down  the  river  to 
Lake  Providence,  which  was  their  camp  ground  for 
a  time  prior  to  their  participation  in  the  battles  of 
Champion  Hills,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Vicksburg.  After  the  battle  of  Corinth 
Company  G  was  assigned  as  body  guard  to  Gen. 
McArthur,  and  after  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  as  that 
of  Gen.  Crocker.  lu  January,  18G4,  Mr.  Nelson 
veteranized  and  some  weeks  later  was  granted  a 
furlough.  At  its  expiration  lie  rejoined  the  com- 
mand at  Big  Shanty.  Ga..  going  with  them  to 
Atlanta,  taking  part  in  the  principal  battles  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign  and  the  siege  and  capture  of  that 
city. 

After  the  fall  of  McPherson  the  company  was 
assigned  as  body  guard  to  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  com- 
manding the  Seventeenth  army  corps,  and  accom- 
panied the  command  to  Savannah,  and  thence  via 
water  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.  Prom  that  place  they 
marched  to  Columbia,  arriving  the  night  before 
the  city  was  burned,  and  afterward  continued  their 
march  to  Raleigh,  at  which  place  they  were  lying 
when  news  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln 
reached  them.  After  the  surrender  of  Johnston 
they   marched  to  Washington   via  Richmond,  par- 


ticipated in  the  Grand  Review,  after  which  they  re- 
paired to  Louisville,  Ivy.,  to  be  mustered  out  of 
service.  Returning  to  Vermont  in  July  Mr.  Nel- 
son began  work  at  the  tr.ade  of  a  carpenter,  which 
he  continued  for  a  time,  then  eng.aged  in  the  lumber 
business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

The  lady  with  whom  Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1860  was  Catherine  Ilickok,  who  de- 
parted this  life  in  1866.  In  1873  Mr.  Nelson  con- 
tracted a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  having  won 
for  his  bride  Miss  Anna  H.  Miller,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
who  presides  with  dignity  .and  efliciency  over  the 
home,  sympathizing  in  all  her  husband's  pursuits 
and  recreations,  and  looking  carefully  after  the 
welfare  of  their  two  children — Laura  and  Pearl  D. 
Mrs.  Nelson  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Mr.  Nelson  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


^i<=x  ATHAN  BEADLES  is  well-known  and  hou- 
1  jj)  ored  by  the  people  of  Fulton  County  not 
'J[,jL^  onljas  one  of  its  pioneers,  but  as  one  of  its 
most  worthy  citizens,  and  is  now  the  oldest  inhabi- 
tant. He  came  to  Lewistown  more  than  half  a 
century  ago  when  it  was  only  a  small  village  and 
cast  in  his  lot  with  its  early  settlers,  has  been  prom- 
inent in  its  upbuilding,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the 
substantial,  wealthy  men  of  the  city. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  Kentucky  soil  August 
26,  1811,  Danville,.  Mercer  County,  the  place  of 
his  birth.  His  father.  Rice  Beadles,  came  of  an  old 
Virginia  family,  and  was  born  in  that  State,  in 
Lynchburg  County,  the  son  of  another  Rice  Beadles, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The 
latter  was  reared  and  married  there,  and  there  spent 
his  entire  life.  He  was  a  planter  and  slaveholder, 
and  a  man  of  considerable  wealth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  man's  estate 
in  the  home  of  his  birth,  and  in  due  time  was  there 
married  to  Sarah  Adams,  daughter  of  John  Adams, 
both  Virginians  by  birth.  Soon  after  marriage  Mr. 
Beadles  and  his  young  wife  left  their  native  State 
to  build  up  a  home  for  themselves  in  the  wilds  of 
Kentucky,  the  removal  being  made,  with  a  wagon. 
They    were    among    the    first   settlers    of    Mercer 
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County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  heavily  lim- 
bered land,  and  from  that  lime  until  his  death  de- 
voted his  energies  to  superintending  the  clearing 
of  his  land  and  to  tilling  the  soil.  The  mother  of 
cur  subject  also  spent  lier  last  years  on  the  farm  in 
Kentucky,  and  her  remains  were  buried  in  the  Lew- 
istown  Cemetery  in  Fulton  County,  this  State. 

Is alhan  Beadles,  of  whom  we  write,  is  the  young- 
est of  eleven  children,  and  the  only  one  now  living, 
and  he  has  attained  a  greater  age  than  any  member 
of  the  family.  His  early  life  was  passed  amid  the 
pleasant  scenes  of  his  Kentucky  home  on  a  farm. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  sent  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  tailor,  in  Danville,  serving  a  three  years' 
apprenticeship.  At  the  expiration  of  tliat  time,  in 
1 833,  the  pioneer  spirit  of  his  ancestry  led  him  to 
cross  the  Ohio  River  from  iiis  native  State,  and 
make  his  way  to  the  wilds  of  Fulton  County  to 
become  a  pioneer  of  the  little  settlement  of  Lew- 
istown.  He  found  this  a  thriving  little  hamlet, 
with  a  population  of  about  four  hundred  people, 
the  center  of  a  wild,  sparsely  settled  country,  that 
was  but  little  improved.  Deer,  wolves,  wild  tur- 
keys, and  other  game  were  plenty  and  roamed  at 
will  over  the  prairies  and  bluffs  or  haunted  the 
groves  of  timber,  and  Indians  still  traveled  to  and 
fro  across  the  country,  whicli  had  once  belonged  to 
lliem. 

After  his  arrival  here  our  subject  immediatel3- 
invested  in  property  including  his  present  location. 
There  were  two  hewed  log  houses  on  the  place  at 
the  time,  and  he  opened  a  tailor  shop  in  one,  and 
when  he  married  commenced  housekeeping  in  the 
other.  He  has  occupied  the  same  ground  for  a 
period  of  fifty-seven  j'ears,  though  the  rude  log 
house  in  which  he  first  made  his  home  has  been 
superseded  by  a  fine  brick  residence,  and  here  he 
has  one  of  the  most  attractive  abodes  in  this  part 
of  the  city.  Tiie  lawns  around  it  are  tastily  laid 
out,  and  adorned  with  many  beautiful  rose  bushes 
and  other  shrubbery  and  flowering  plants  in  profu- 
sion. The  adornment  of  the  grounds  is  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  his  lamented  wife,  a  lady  of  true 
refinement,  who  was  a  great  lover  of  flowers,  and 
is  kept  up  as  a  beautiful  memory  of  her   presence. 

Mr.  Beadles  is  a  fine  type  of  our  self-made  man, 
as  from  poverty  he  has  risen  to  a  position  of  wealth 


and  importance  in  the  communitj-.  When  he  ar- 
rived here  iu  the  flush  and  vigor  of  early  manhood 
his  only  moneyed  capital  was  thirtj^-seven  cents, 
but  his  health,  strength  and  brain  were  good  sub- 
stitutes, and  by  their  aid  he  has  acquired  riches, 
and  is  the  owner  of  much  valuable  property  here 
and  elsewhere.  He  built  and  still  owns  Beadle's 
Block,  tiie  finest  business  block  in  the  city,  and  he 
has  other  realty  here,  and  has  large  possessions  in 
Chicago.  His  financial  ability  is  of  a  high  order, 
and  in  all  his  transactions  he  has  always  acted  with 
strict  regal d  to  veracity  and  honor.  He  is  a  sin- 
cere Christian  gentleman,  and  in  1868  connected 
himself  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch.  He 
has  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  ca.'sl  his  first 
Presidential  vole  for  Gen.  .latfeon. 

Mr.  Beadles  has  been  twice  married.  September 
7,  183.5,  was  tiie  date  of  his  first  marriage,  and  at 
that  time  he  was  wedded  to  LamiraSmith,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Esther  Smith,  and  a  native  of  Bar- 
ren County,  Ky.  Their  married  life  was  happy 
and  brief  and  was  closed  by  her  death  September 
28,  1842.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was 
with  Luan  Leeper,  and  was  solemnized  May  0, 
184G.  She  was  born  in  Barren  County,  K3'.,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Leeper. 
For  more  than  thirty'  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beadles 
were  permitted  to  walk  life's  road  together,  and 
then  they  were  called  to  part  until  the}'  shall  meet 
where  "the  broken  circles  of  life  are  rounded  to 
the  perfect  orb;"  the  faithful  wife,  wise  counselor 
and  true  friend  d^-ing  June  G.  1878.  Since  the 
death  of  his  wife  his  niece.  Miss  M.  J.  Bradley,  has 
presided  over  the  household  of  our  subject,  and 
administers  carefullv  and  tenderly  to  his   comfort. 


-^ih^-' 


^^^-^  DWARD  WILSON  is  among  tlie  earliest  na- 

Etive-born  citizens  of  this  county,  who  are 
■,  still  living  within  its  limits.  He  grew  with 
its  growth,  and  since  attaining  manhood  has  been 
no  unimportant  factor  iu  the  great  work  that  has 
resulted  in  making  this  one  of  the  richest  farming 
countries  on  the  globe.     Bernailotte  Townshi|).  the 


/7Z66<nJcai 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


place  of  liis  birth,  is  still  his  home,  and  his  beau- 
tiful f;iini  on  section  24,  compares  favorably  in 
point  of  cultivation  and  improvement  with  the 
best  in  this  localit3'.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  his  mother  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  here  he  was  born  April  a,  1833.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  in  Bernadotte  Township.  At  the  age  men- 
tioned he  started  out  in  the  world  and  made  a  trip 
across  the  plains  with  an  ox-team,  going  through 
Salt  Lake  City,  from  ihere  to  American  Valley, 
whence  he  made  his  way  to  San  Francisco,  and  so 
on  to  San  Jose  Valley.  He  returned  to  this  part 
of  the  country  by  water,  going  by  steamer  to  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  thence  by  another  steamer 
to  iS'ew  Orleans,  where  he  spent  a  few  daj'S  and  then 
proceeded  up  the  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
from  the'C  to  Liverpool,  this  State,  and  to  Lewis- 
town,  arriving  at  his  old  home  in  the  month  of 
April,  1854,  without  an  accident. 

Shortly  after  his  return,  Mr.  Wilson  was  wedded 
to  Margaret,  a  daughter  of  T.  J.  and  Susan  Wal- 
ters, of  Bernadotte  Township,  their  marriage  hav- 
ing been  solemnised  May  18,  18.54.  They  have 
resided  in  Bernadotte  Township  ever  since,  and 
nine  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely: 
Harriet,  born  March  19,  1855,  married  William 
Slock  and  died  in  the  month  of  August,  1888, 
leaving  one  child,  whom  her  parents  are  bringing 
up:  Annie  E.,  born  April  11,  1856,  married  John 
Becker,  and  they  reside  on  a  part  of  our  subject's 
f;irin  and  have  six  children,  four  girls  and  two 
boys;  .lohn  W.,  born  December  28,  1858,  lives  on 
a  farm  in  Bernadotte  Township,  where  he  and  his 
wife  Savannah,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth 
Couse,  are  rearing  a  family  of  live  children,  four 
(iaughters  and  one  son;  Samuel  L.,  who  lives  in 
Elgin,  Union  Countj",  Ore.,  born  December  29, 
1860,  married  Mattie,  daughter  of  M.  C.  Maxwell, 
and  they  have  one  boy;  Mar>  E.,  born  November 
27,  1861,  died  January  22,1884;  Emma  J.,  born 
October  27, 1863, married  Frank  IIowcrter,a  farmei-, 
and  they  have  three  boys  and  one  girl;  George  E., 
born  August  5,  1866,  died  October  23.  1867;  Ida 
R.,  born    January    27,    1869,   died   April    7,    1887; 


Melvin,  born  January  10,  1874,  lives  at  home  with 
his  parents. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  fine  farming  land  and  carries  on  a 
good  business  as  a  general  farmer.  He  is  a  sturdy 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  borne  an  honorable 
part  in  the  civic  life  of  his  county.  He  held  the 
office  of  Trustee  in  the  years  1887-88-89,  and  has 
been  School  Director  for  about  twelve  years.  He 
has  held  the  position  of  Road  Commissioner  and 
has  been  Palhmaster  for  six  years.  In  him  the 
Christian  Church  finds  one  of  its  most  consistent 
and  generous  members,  he  belonging  to  the  church 
of  that  denomination  in  Cuba  and  contributing 
liberally  to  its  support.  He  is  well  known,  and 
the  incorruptible  integrity  of  his  character  and  his 
many  fine  qualities  of  head  and  heart  have  placed 
him  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


UNSON  HOLLISTER  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  enterprising  farmers  in  Ful- 
ton Count3',  and  one  of  the  largest  land- 
holders in  all  Harris  Township,  where  his 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  are  centered. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  successful  men  of  his  class, 
and  is  a  fine  representative  of  those  who  began  life 
without  a  cent  and  have  worked  their  way  to 
wealth  solely  through  their  own  efforts  and  are 
therefore  rightly  called  self  made. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  Knox  County, 
January  13,  1818.  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Kettle) 
HoUister,  his  parents,  were  of  olil  Yankee  stock. 
His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lucy 
(Tliomas)  Kettle.  Isaac  HoUister  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  18J2,  and  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Ohio,  where  he  married  in  1817.  Our  subject  was 
reared  to  farming  pursuits  and  was  given  a  com- 
mon-school education.  In  early  manhood  he  bought 
fifty  acres  of  land  tn  his  native  county,  and  in  1840 
was  married  and  located  on  it.  When  he  secured 
his  land  he  did  not  have  a  cent  to  pay  for  it,  but, 
lie  went  to  work  and  cut  off  timber  enough  to  fur- 
nish the  required  sum,  $600. 

In  order  to  make  more  money  Mr.  HoUister  fol- 
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lowed  threshing  for  a  husiness  during  the  season, 
working  at  tliat  from  liarvest  time  through  the 
winter,  and  being  considered  one  of  the  greatest 
tlireshing  men  in  the  county  at  that  time.  Then 
separators  were  unlinown,  and  lie  had  to  thresh  the 
grain  and  clean  it  up  afterward.  Being  industrious, 
from  time  to  time  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his 
original  purchase  until  he  had  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  of  land,  which  he  sold  when  hecime 
here  in  1864.  He  brought  with  him  to  this  State 
five  teams  of  horses,  a  lot  of  eolts  and  four  hun- 
dred sheep,  but  finding  that  the  sheep  would  not  do 
well  witli  the  other  stock  ho  finally  disposed  of 
them. 

After  Mr.  Hollister  came  to  Illinois  he  bought 
a  piece  of  land  near  Table  Grove,  comprising  forty 
acres.  He  staid  there  during  the  winter,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1868  bought  one  hundred  and  sixt}^ 
acres  of  land  in  McDonough  County,  on  which  his 
son  now  resides.  This  was  new  land  and  he  broke 
it,  and  had  it  under  good  improvement  when  he 
sold  it  to  his  son  and  son-in-law.  After  that  he 
purchased  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
where  he  now  lives.  This  was  parti}'  improved,  and 
he  added  to  its  acreage  by  further  purchase  until  at 
one  time  he  owned  twelve  hundred  acres  of  choice 
farming  land.  The  most  of  this  he  put  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Hollister  has  given  some  of  his  laml  to  his 
children,  but  he  still  has  eight  hundred  acres  in  this 
county, besides  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Polk 
County.  He  has  been  very  generous  to  his  children, 
and  has  given  them  a  good  start  in  life.  He  gave 
each  child  $1,000  toward  buying  a  farm,  and  most 
of  them  are  all  settled  and  well-to-do  in  life,  ex- 
cepting his  son  George,  to  whom  Mr.  Hollister  is 
going  to  give  a  farm  in  the  fall  of  1890.  Mr. 
Hollister  has  made  a  business  of  stock-raising,  and 
has  now  some  forty  head  of  horses  on  his  place, 
and  keeps  a  good  Percheron  horse  for  his  own  use. 
Our  subject's  career  in  life  has  marked  him  as  a 
man  of  superior  energy,  foresight  and  thrift,  whose 
keen  judgment  in  regard  to  business  matters  has 
placed  him  among  the  wealthy  men  of  his  county. 
He  is  a  sound  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  but 
has  never  sought  office.  Religiously,  he  was  for- 
merl}-  a  Methodist,  but   for  manj'   years  has  been 


connected  with  the  United  Brethren  denomination, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant Church. 

Mr.  Hollister  has  been  married  three  times.  He 
first  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Mary  Headington,  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Ruth  (Phillips)  Head- 
ington. She  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
some  of  whom  survive,  and  she  passed  away  in 
1860.  The  following  is  the  record  of  the  children 
of  that  marriage:  Eliza  J.  married  Leonard  Carter, 
a  farmer  now  of  Polk  County,  Neb.,  and  thej'  have 
three  children;  Mary  Ann  married  Balsard  Neber- 
gall,  a  farmer'of  Nebraska  and  they  have  nine  chil- 
dren; Sanford  Parker,  residing  on  a  farm  of  his 
own  in  McDonough  County,  near  Bushnell,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  six  children;  Lucina  married  Charles 
Johnson,  a  farmer  and  teacher,  owning  a  farm  in 
Sherman  County,  Kan.,  and  they  have  five  girls 
and  one  boy;  Ruth  married  Benton  Howard,  a  son 
of  Charles  Howard,  of  Marietta,  and  they  have 
eight  children;  Melvin,  now  with  his  sisters  and 
brother  in  Nebraska,  occupying  a  farm  of  his  own, 
is  married  and  has  five  children;  Sarah  married 
Edward  Brice,  who  lives  on  his  father's  place  near 
the  parental  home,  and  they  have  five  children. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  with 
Miss  Juliette  Elliott,  who  died  in  1878.  She  left 
two  chiltlren,  William  and  George;  the  former  who 
is  settled  near  his  father,  is  married  and  has  two 
children;  George,  who  lives  in  Nebraska,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two  children.  The  name  of  our  sub- 
ject's present  wife  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  with 
her  was  Lovisa  (Goff)  Langley,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Goff  and  widow  of  Andrew  Langley.  One  daugh- 
ter has  been  born  of  this  marriage.  Birdie  Ma^',  a 
little  girt  at  home  with  her  parents. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Hollister  appears 
on  another  page. 


i'lLLIAM  S.  LUMAN  owns  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  on  sections  6  and  7,Fairview 
Township,  forming  an  estate  of  which  any 
man  might  well  be  proud  to  be  the  owner.  Its  ap- 
pearance, even  to  the  most  unobserving  eye,  is  that 
of  thorough  cultivation,  orderly  methods  and  wise 
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improvement.  While  no  pretentions  to  elegance  are 
made  by  the  owner  and  his  wife,  their  home  bears 
the  stamp  of  comfort,  intelligence  and  refinement. 
Mr.  Lnman  is  much  interested  in  raising  Shropshire- 
down  sheep,  has  a  great  liking  for  all  kinds  of  stock, 
ami  successfull3'  raises  various  animals  in  connec- 
tion with  tilling  the  soil.  He  was  brought  to  this 
county  by  his  parents  when  but  four  years  old  and 
is  therefore  numbered  among  those  who  have  done 
much  to  bring  it  to  its  present  high  condition  and 
are  thoroughly  familiar  with  its  growth  and  devel- 
opment. 

Jesse  and  Mary  (Shreeves)  Luman,  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  natives  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
and  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  respectively.  They  were 
married  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  lived  in  Franklin 
County  until  the  fall  of  1838,  when  they  emigrated 
hither.  The  father  was  a  farmer  who  made  a  home 
for  his  family  in  Fairview  Township.  Here  he 
breathed  his  last  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  forty  eight 
years,  while  the  good  mother  survived  until  1873, 
attaining  to  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  The 
parental  family,  of  which  our  suliject  was  the  first- 
born, included  also  Hannah,  Catherine.  Elijah  and 
Rachel  A.  Hannah  married  John  Shockley,  moved 
to  Iowa  in  1865  and  died  in  1873,  leaving  the  fol- 
lowing children — Thomas  Edwin,  Mary  C,  Alliert 
(deceased),  Manuel,  Louisa, Milton,  Elmer,  Laura  A. 
and  Rachel  (twins).  Catherine  married  Andrew 
Bowdin,  moved  to  Kansas  in  1886  and  died  in  1889, 
leaving  seven  children — Elsie  J.,  Rachel  A.,  Mary, 
Elmer,  Martha,  Delos  and  Bertha.  Elijah  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Infantry,  was  wounded  at  Lookout  Mountain  and 
(lied  in  the  hospital  of  a  rebel  prison;  he  had  mar- 
ried Mary  Gumble  and  had  one  child  who  died. 
Riichel  A.  is  the  wife  of  B.  S.  Miller,  proprietor  of 
a  meat  market  in  London  Mills,  and  has  one  child 
—  William. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  biog- 
raphy was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  January 
1,  1834,  and  reared  in  the  township  where  he  now 
lives.  He  was  privileged  to  attend  the  schools, 
such  as  they  were,  in  the  township,  the  first  in  which 
he  studied  being  supported  by  subscriptions,  but 
later  ones  by  public  moneys.  Being  the  older  son 
of   his  parents,  and  reared  on  a  farm,   he  was  early 


called  upon  to  plow  and  bear  a  part  in  general  farm 
work.  He  grubbed  out'hazel  brush,  broke  theVirgin 
soil  and  did  his  full  share  to  place  the  acres  owned 
by  his  father  in  a  condition  which  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  a  good  support  and  creditable  among 
agriculturists. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Luman  was  celebrated  April 
1,  1858,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
Miles  and  Mary  (Fisher)  Cook.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Todd  Township,  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and 
traces  her  descent  from  several  families  of  honored 
names.  She  was  a  young  lady  of  seventeen  when 
she  came  to  this  State.  It  would  be  hard  to  find 
throughout  all  its  broad  expanse  one  possessed  of 
more  genuine  worth,  more  highly  spoken  of  by 
those  who  enjoy  her  hospitality,  or  better  fitted  for 
the  duties  of  womanhood.  She  is  the  mother  of 
seven  children — Jesse  F.,  Alice,  Amos  W.,  John, 
Elijah  O.,  Ernest  and  Charles  A.  All  are  at  home 
except  the  first-born,  who  married  Catherine  Olson 
and  makes  his  home  in  Galesburg.  He  has  two 
children — Ver.-i  and  Jessie.  Jesse  F.  is  a  school 
teacher. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Luman  was  born  in  Hunting- 
don County,  Pa.,  and  married  in  his  native  State, 
whence  he  removed  to  Illinois  in  1855.  He  settled 
in  Fairview  Township,  this  county,  where  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owned  three  farms.  His  demise' 
took  place  in  1863  at  the  age  of  fifty  eight  years. 
His  widow  married  a  second  time,  becoming  the 
wife  of  R.  W.  Combs,  of  Young  Hickory  Township, 
and  dying  there  in  1873  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  She  had  six  children  by  her  first  union,  Mrs. 
Luman  being  the  third.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  circle  were  John,  who  served  his  country  four 
years,  married  Martha  A.  Foster  and  died  in  1873, 
leaving  one  child ;  Hannah,  widow  of  Robert  Combs, 
who  makes  her  home  in  Fairview;  Amos,  who 
served  in  the  Civil  War,  married  Louisa  Anderson, 
has  three  children  and  lives  in  Kansas;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  L.  D.  Rose,  a  farmer  in  Fairview  Township, 
and  the  mother  of  five  children;  Jesse,  a  brickraaker 
at  London  Slills,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Alice  Alorris. 

The  Cook  family,  celebrated  in  the  annals  of 
early  American  colonization,  was  of'English  origin 
and  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  William  Penn,  settling 
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!it  Philadelphia.  From  tliis  familj'  have  sprung 
many  famous  scholars,  soldiers  and  statesmen,  the 
ancestral  record  being  traced  through  more  than 
two  hundred  years.  The  paternal  grandmother  of 
Mrs.  Luman  was  an  Evans.  The  Fishers  were  of 
German  descent. 

The  life  of  our  subject  lias  l)cen  characterized  by 
great  energy  and  industry,  and  intelligent,  well- 
directed  efforts  in  the  line  of  his  chosen  lifeworlc, 
and  in  every  position  to  which  he  has  been  called 
by  his  fellow-men.  He  has  served  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner several  years,  has  been  Collector,  and 
performed  the  duties  of  School  Director  twelve  or 
fifteen  years.  In  politics  he  favors  the  Democratic 
principles,  but  endeavors  to  vote  for  the  men  best 
fitted  to  fill  places  of  public  trust.  He  is  a  member 
of  Fairview  Lodge,  No.  350.  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
has  set  on  botli  petit  and  grand  juries. 


■ — » — "m- 


^y.  HARLES  H.  FUHRMAN,  of  the  firm  of 
(11  ^^  Fuhrman  ct  Wheelberger,  proprietors  of  the 
^^^'  Merchant  Exchange  Mills,  Canton,  is  one 
of  the  most  prorninent  mill  men  in  the  county'.  He 
was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  December  14,  1838, 
and  was  one  of  two  children  of  August  and  Ches- 
tina  (Meihler)  Fuhrman.  His  father  was  a  miller 
and  carried  on  his  trade  in  his  native  Germany, 
and  still  lives  there.  The  mother  died  when  our 
subject  was  fourteen  years  old. 

Charles  H.  passed  his  school  days  in  the  excel- 
lent schools  of  his  native  country,  which  he  at- 
tended quite  steadily  from  the  age  of  six  to  four- 
teen years.  He  then  began  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  miller,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  he  travele<l  as  a  journeyman 
miller  three  3'ears,  visiting  many  of  the  large  cities 
and  famous  places  of  Prussia.  In  1867  he  decided 
to  direct  his  footsteps  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, where  he  shrewdly  thought  he  could  sooner 
acquire  the  competency  for  which  he  aimed.  He 
embarked  on  a  vessel  l)ound  for  America,  and 
finally  landed  at  New  York  Cit3-,  whence  he  made 
his  way  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  stopped  one 


month.  He  proceeded  from  there  to  Massillon, 
Ohio,  and  to  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City.  He  came 
to  Lewistown  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  went  to  work 
for  Berger  &  Co.  as  head  miller.  He  held  that 
position  sixteen  years,  and  then  with  the  money 
that  he  had  acquired,  he  bought  the  mill  and  re- 
fitted it  up  and  managed  it  with  excellent  success. 
In  1885  he  introduced  the  roller  system,  and  con- 
tinued to  run  the  mills  in  connection  with  T.  H. 
Burgett  until  1889.  In  that  year  he  sold  out  l)is 
interests  in  that  concern  to  Mr.  Burgett,  and  in 
March,  1890,  purchased  his  ])rcsent  mills  in  Can- 
ton, which  contained  the  complete  roller  S3'stem, 
having  all  the  best  modern  machinery  in  use  in 
sucii  mills.  The  mills  turn  out  flour  of  a  superior 
qnalit}',  and  their  capacity  is  fifty  barrels  per  twen- 
ty four  hours.  Mr.  G.  Wheelberger,  was  admit- 
ted in  partnership  by  our  subject  at  the  time  he 
purchased  the  mills. 

Mr.  Fuhrman  was  married  in  the  year  1869,  to 
Mrs.  Cornelia  B.  Harbison,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Rowley.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  has 
made  our  subject  an  excellent  wife,  and  is  devoted 
to  his  interests.  Mr.  Fuhrman  was  reared  in  the 
Lutheran  faith,  but  is  now  an  attendant  of  the 
Christian  Church.  He  began  the  struggle  of  life 
without  means  other  than  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound 
body,  and  with  that  capital  has  acquired  a  goodly 
amount  of  property.  He  has  valuable  possessions 
here,  and  also  in  Lewistown,  where  he  owns  resi- 
dences which  he  rents.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
voted  with  the  Republicans,  but  now  affiliates  with 
tiie  Democrats.  He  is  a  sincere  Christian  gentle- 
man, and  is  truthful  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings. 


.,.        xILLIAM    H.    SHAW,     proprietor    of     the 
\^///    Churchill  House,  the  leading  hotel  of  Can- 


J^^  ton,  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
place.  He  is  pre-eminent  in  its  public  and  polit- 
ical life, .and  is  very  active  in  advancing  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  city.  Mr.  Shaw  was  born 
in  Dublin,  Ireland.    His  parents  were  Benjamin  and 
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Anna  (Lester)  Shaw,  and  when  he  was  an  infant 
they  left  their  native  isle  and  crossed  the  waters  to 
Canada.  The  father  died  in  that  countr_v  in  1884, 
the  mother  is  still  livintr. 

Our  subject  was  principally  reared  and  educated 
in  London,  Canada.  After  he  had  completed  his 
studies  in  the  public  schools,  he  took  a  commercial 
course,  in  the  branch  college  that  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton  established  in  London,  Ontario.  In  1873  Mr. 
Shaw  came  to  Canton  to  take  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness of  Humphrey  Bell  &  Co.,  who  at  that  time 
were  running  a  pork  packing  establishment  here. 
He  acted  as  their  manager  for  a  period  of  four 
years,  and  then  took  an  interest  with  Samuel  T. 
Burrel.  who  was  then  proprietor  of  the  Churchill 
House.  In  1880  Mr.  Shaw  became  sole  proprietor 
of  the  hotel  and  since  that  time  he  has  conducted 
a  large  and  successful  business.  His  genial  and 
social  manners  make  him  very  popular  with-  his 
guests  and  with  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
and  his  executive  talent  and  tact  admirably  fit  him 
for  the  position  of  manager  of  a  first-class  hotel. 

In  June,  1877,  Mr.  Shaw  married  Miss  Emma  A., 
daughter  of  Samuel  T.  Buriell.  Mrs.  Shaw  is  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  her  parents  coming  to  this  place 
from  Lennox,  that  Stale.  Her  marriage  with  our 
suliject  has  been  blessed  with  five  ohildien — Mag- 
gie. Tyler,    William  H.,  Charles  L.,  and  Benjamin. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  man  of  untiring  energy,  possessing 
a  keen,  well-balanced  mind,  and  he  is  classed  among 
the  best  of  Canton's  citizens.  His  genert)us  and 
deep  interest  in  all  that  concerns  its  public  w<  al,  has 
exerted  a  marked  influence  in  advancing  the  vari- 
ous enterprises  inaugurated  to  develoj)  and  pro- 
mote the  pros))erity  of  this  municipality.  Respon- 
sible and  important  offices  have  been  intrusted  to 
his  care,  and  he  has  discharged  their  duties  with 
characteristic  fidelity,  and  so  as  to  advance  the  pub- 
lic welfare.  He  has  served  as  Alderman,  represent- 
ing the  Third  Ward  one  term,  and  he  has  also  been 
Assistant  .Su|)ervisor.  In  1883,  he  w.au  elected 
Chief  of  the  Kire  Department,  which  position  he  has 
held,  except  one  term,  to  the  present  time.  In  1881 
he  established  a  telephone  exchange  of  which  he 
was  the  manager  eight  years.  In  February,  1890, 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Canton.  Mr.  Shaw 
is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  No.  54,  and  is  also  a 


member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  74,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  an  active  poli- 
tician, and  is  often  selected  as  delegate  to  county, 
Senatorial  and  District  Conventions. 


•jip^xOAH  DAVIS.  This  venerable  gentleman, 
I  jJI  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
li\:^  P-ige.  was  an  (iarly  pioneer  of  this  county, 
coming  here  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  and  the 
tract  of  wild  land  on  which  he  then  located  on 
section  7,  Union  Township,  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home,  and  is  now  enjoying  its  peaceful  comfort 
in  retirement  from  the  hard  labors  of  his  early 
years,  by  which  he  developed  here  one  of  the  fine 
farms  for  which  this  locality  is  noted. 

Norfolk  County.  Va.,  is  the  native  i)lace  of  our 
subject,  and  June  29,  1805,  the  date  of  his  birth. 
His  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Matliews) 
Davis.  In  1809  his  father  removed  with  his  family 
into  the  unbroken  wilderness  of  Woodford  County, 
Ky.,  and  gave  aid  to  its  other  pioneers  in  their 
work  of  developing  it.  About  1821  he  again  be- 
came a  pionter,  taking  up  his  abode  in  the  llun 
new  country  comprised  in  Jefferson  County.  Ind., 
and  there  his  weary  pilgrimage  was  brought  to  a 
close. 

Mr.  Davis,  to  whom  these  lines  chiefly  refer,  was 
bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  amid  pioneer  scenes, 
and  received  but  a  limited  education.  He  was 
about  four  years  old  when  his  parents  left  the  obi 
home  in  V^irginia  and  passed  through  the  wild, 
primeval  forests  to  seek  a  new  dwelling  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  he  was  sixteen  years  old  win  n  they  be- 
came early  settlers  of  Indiana.  In  1836,  he  too 
became  a  pioneer,  having  been  well  prepared  for 
his  future  task  by  his  struggle  with  the  rude  forces 
of  nature  in  Indiana  wilds.  On  October  15,  (.if 
that  year  he  took  possession  of  the  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 7,  Union  Township,  that  he  had  purchased 
from  the  Government,  receiving  his  warrant  at  the 
land  office  at  Quincy. 

Mr.  Davis  found  this  section  of  the  country 
sparsely  settled,  and  many  were  the  privatiims  and 
hardships  he  and   his  family  had   to  fndure  before 
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lie  had  subdued  the  soiL  bringing  it  to  its  present 
high  stale  of  cultivation  and  making  the  various 
improvements  that  have  so  greatly  increased  its 
vnluc.  lie  built  a  log  house  to  shelter  his  wife  and 
children,  and  entered  upon  the  hard  task  before 
him  bravely  and  with  a  sturdy  determinsition  to 
conquer  all  obstacles,  and  in  the  years  tliat  followed 
l)ut  his  place  in  good  order,  and  has  a  substantial, 
well-developed  farm.  Five  years  ago  he  rented  his 
farm  to  his  son,  and  retired  to  spend  the  declinini: 
years  of  a  long  and  useful  life  in  the  enjoyment 
"f  I  he  competency  that  he  had  secured  by  his 
industry. 

As  we  have  seen,  Mr.  Davis  has  contributed  his 
quota  in  bringing  about  the  present  high  standing 
of  Union  Township  as  an  agricultural  region  of 
great  productiveness,  with  many  valuable,  highly 
improved  farms  within  its  borders,  and  as  an  old 
settler  his  name  will  ever  be  honorably  mentioned 
in  its  history.  His  svhole  course  has  shown  him  to 
be  shrewd,  practical  and  capable  as  a  farmer;  kind- 
hearted  and  wcU-prineipled  as  a  man,  and  loyal  as 
a  citizen.  In  politics  he  adheres  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  which  he  may  well  be 
proud  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
during  the  war. 

Mr.  Davis  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  December  31,  1829, 
was  Nancy  Mings,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Mings,  a 
farmer  of  Jefferson  County,  Ind.  They  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  the  following  seven  are  living- 
Aaron  W.,  born  in  Indiana,  and  now  a  resident  of 
Fulton  County;  Martha  A.,  of  Woodson  County, 
Kan.,  widow  of  Andrew  Ransom;  Harriet  A.,  who 
married  James  T.  Babbitt,  of  Union  Township; 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Gilbert  M.  Tompkins,  of  Avon; 
Malinda  J.,  wife  of  William  Brainard,  of  Neosho 
County,  Kan.;  Sarah  L.,  wife  of  Thatcher  Nicker- 
son,  who  lives  near  Boston,  Mass.;  AVilliara  D., 
who  married  Savina  Simmons,  and  lives  in  Warren 
County.  For  forty-6ve  years  the  wife  of  his  early 
manhood  and  the  mother  of  these  children  walked 
by  his  side,  but  October  10,  1874,  death  crossed 
the  threshold  of  their  home  and  she  was  removed 
from  her  family. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  his  present  es- 
timable   wife,     formerly    Mcs.    Elizabeth    lleston. 


widow  of  Oliver  Heston,  was  consummated  Febru- 
ary 8,  1876.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living  and  are  named 
John  W.,  Samuel  B.,  Charles  A.,  Eliza  J.,  George 
W.,  Harriet  M..  Alvina  and  Oliver  Wesley,  all  of 
whom  are  married,  except  Oliver,  who  lives  at 
home. 


OHN  SPRY.  The  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State  have  been  influential  in  developing 
the  vast  interests  of  Fulton  County,  and  of 
these  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  de- 
serves considerable  attention.  He  is  the  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Eaton)  Spry,  and  was 
born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  September  17,  18-23. 
He  received  only  a  common-school  education,  but 
from  early  boyhood  possessed  much  natural  ability 
on  important  questions,  and  has  thus  been  able  to 
win  for  himself  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  a 
comfortable  fortune.  Ho  commenced  a  business 
career  soon  after  reaching  his  twenty-first  year 
and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  worked 
for  his  father  and  also  for  others  as  a  farm  h:tnd, 
and  alwa^^s  won  approbation  for  the  energy  and 
steadfastness  of  application  that  he  evinced.  His 
success  was  not  of  raind  growth  by  any  means,  he 
being  compelled  to  labor  constantly  and  well  but, 
like  all  moral  and  persevering  men,  he  linall3^ 
gained  a  good  business  standing  and  is  at  the  pres- 
ent writing  highly  respected  in  the  community  in 
which  he  resides. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  weVe  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  continued  to  make  that  their 
home  until  1822,  at  which  date  they  removed  to 
Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  later  to  Illinois,  settling 
in  Putman  Township  in  1851  and  living  here  up  to 
the  time  of  their  death.  The  father  died  in  18o3 
and  the  mother  in  1858.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  Our 
subject  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  and  con- 
tinued to  live  with  them  until  1852,  at  which  time 
he  married  Miss  Susan  Farr,  daughter  of  Cooper 
and  Ada  (Lynue)  Farr,  and  who  was  horn  in  Ohio 
in  1832.  Her  parents  were  from  Ohio  and  num- 
bered  among   the  pioneers  of  this  county,  settling 
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in  Astoria  Township.  Tlie  father  died  in  1886  and 
the  mother  resides  witli  her  sou  in  Astoria. 

Mr.  Spry  enlisted  in  the  late  war  in  1862  as  a  pri- 
\:ile  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illi- 
nois Infantr}',  a  regiment  ^'hieh  was  organized  in 
Peoria  and  mnstered  into  service  at  the  same  place. 
They  marched  to  Bolivar,  Cairo  and  later  to  La- 
Grange.  Mr.  Sprj'  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Yickshnrg,  Mission  Ridge,  Dalton,  Resaca  and  was 
with  Sherman  through  his  campaign  at  Atlanta. 
While  he  received  no  serious  wounds  and  was  not 
captured  during  the  entire  time,  still  he  endured 
many  hardships  and  privations.  He  was  taken  .sick 
near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  removed  to  a  hospital  near 
Marietta,  Ga..  where  he  remained  two  months  and 
was  afterward  forced  to  return  home.  He  was  un- 
der Gen.  Logan,  being  discharged  in  July,  1865, 
after  serving  faithfully  and  fighting  bravely  for  a 
lierioil  of  three  years.  He  has  an  excellent  army 
record  and  even  at  this  time  suffers  from  the  effects 
of  liard  service. 

Immediately  after  bis  marriage  Mr.Spry  settled  on 
Totten  Prairie,  Cass  Township,  continuing  to  make 
his  home  there  two  years,  removing  thence  to  Asto- 
ria Township  and  later  to  McDonough  Count3',  and 
after  two  years'  residence  there  came  to  Putman 
Township,  settling  on  the  estate  where  he  now  lives. 
To  him  and  liis  estimable  wife  have  been  born  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Jasper  N.,  who 
married  Annie  Miller,  has  three  children  and  lives 
in  Joshua  Township;  Singleton  B.,  who  married 
Miss  Samantha  Mantonya,  lives  in  Lee  Township 
and  has  one  child;  Luther,  who  married  Miss  JMary 
Finny,  resides  in  Putman  Township;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  Joseph  Laird,  has  one  child  and  makes  her 
home  in  Joshua  Townshsip;  Jesse  O.  and  Ira.  The 
children  received  good  educations  in  the  conimon 
schools  and  are  in  comfurtalile  circumstances.  Tlie 
death  of  Mrs.  Spry  occurred  July  3,  1889.  She  was 
a  most  estimable  woman  and  was  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  her. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethien 
Church  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  this  and 
all  religious  matters  fur  tl'.e  past  thirty  years.  He 
is  a  School  Director  and  as  such  endeavors  to  ad- 
vance the  intcre-ts  of  the  community  in  whleh  he 
resides.     He  is  a  public-spirited  man,  a  member  of 


the  Republican  party  and  keeps  himself  well  posted 
on  all  political  matters.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  val- 
uable estate  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  good  farming  land  which  is  well  cultivated, 
and  he  merits  praise,  having  planted  every  tree, 
bush  and  shrub  and  gaining  his  possessicms  by  his 
own  industry  and  hard  work. 


Vi^AUNTLKROY  JONES.  •  Fulton  County 
|-^  has  among  its  citizens  many  men  of  more 
/Ij  than  average  ability  and    intelligence,  who 

are  doing  a  great  work  for  its  advancement.  Prom- 
inent among  these  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  ap- 
pears at  the  head  of  this  biography.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  sagacious  and  enterprising  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  in  this  part  of  Illinois,  and  is  also  a 
marked  figure  in  its  political  and  social  life.  He  is 
at  present  serving  as  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors,  representing  Harris  Town- 
ship, his  home  and  the  center  of  his  agricultural  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Jones  was  born  October  1,  1822,  in  Cul- 
peper  County,  Va.,  and  was  reared  amid  the  beauti- 
ful scenes  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Crow)  Jones,  natives, 
respectively  of  Ireland  and  Germany.  His  grand- 
father was  Thomas  Jones,  who  was  of  Welsh  birth 
and  antecedents,  and  who  came  to  this  country  and 
took  part  in  the  Revolution,  as  did  other  members 
of  his  familv.  Our  subj'ct  can  remember  when 
they  were  visited  by  a  maternal  great-uncle  who 
had  been  shot  in  the  leg  during  the  struggle  of  the 
Colonists  for  inflependence.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, William  Crow,  was  a  native  of  Madison 
County,  Va. 

When  our  subject  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
left  his  native  home,  becoming  interested  in  the 
cattle  business,  and  engaging  as  a  drover  between' 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  before  the  days  of  rail- 
roads. For  several  years  he  continued  that  busi- 
ness. He  was  well  educated,  and  after  leaving  the 
common  school  kept  up  his  studies,  becomingquito 
proficient  in  mathematics,  and  engaged  in  teaching 
fur  several  vears  in  his  native  State. 
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On  the  28lh  of  November,  1850,  Mr.  Jones 
was  ra.arried  to  Miss  Dianna  Haffner,  a  native  of 
\'irjiinia.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  Susan  Haff- 
ner, wlu)  were  natives  of  Penns3'lvania.  whence 
thej'  emigrated  to  Virginia,  and  from  there  to  Illi- 
nois. They  located  in  Fulton  County,  and  there 
the  fatlier  died  at  a  ripe  old  age.  The  mother  is 
still  living  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  had  fifteen  cliil- 
dren,  eleven  sons  and  four  daughters,  two  of  wliom 
died  in  infancy,  and  twelve  are  now  living.  Their 
record  is  as  follows: 

Elizabeth  S.  died  in  infancy;  Jolin  L.  died 
when  twentj'-six  years  of  age;  William  J.,  owning 
and  occupying  a  farm  in  Perkins  County,  Neb.,  is 
married  and  has  one  child;  Emil}'  M.  married  Rob- 
ert Hiett,  who  owns  and  occupies  a  farm  near  Hol- 
yolve,  Col.,  and  ttiey  iiave  six  children;  Thomas, 
now  a  resident  of  Lincoln  County,  Neb.,  is  mar- 
ried, and  the  father  of  six  children;  James  L.  owns 
and  operates  a  farm  in  Lincoln  Countj',  Neb.; 
Alexander,  who  is  crippled  from  rheumatism,  is  in 
the  coal  business  at  Rushville;  Rachel  died  at  the 
age  of  six  months;  Edward  L.,  one  of  the  teachers 
of  this  county,  is  now  a  student  at  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
and  ranks  very  high  in  mathematics.  He  is  ambi- 
tious for  a  first-class  education,  and  hopes  to 
graduate  from  some  classical  institution;  Andrew 
J.,  a  resident  of  Peoria  and  a  former  school  teach- 
er, abandoned  the  latter  profession  to  take  up  the 
trade  of  a  machinist,  for  which  he  has  a  decided 
talent,  lias  become  an  expert  in  his  calling;  George 
W.  is  a  farmer  in  Farmers  Township  and  is  also  fond 
of  machinery;  Mary  F.  is  at  home;  Weslej'  D.,  a 
young  man  at  home,  lias  a  taste  for  farming,  as 
have  all  the  younger  children,  excepting  Perry 
Franklin,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  who  takes  to 
liis  books  and  will  become  a  scholar;  Charles  Am- 
brose, at  home,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

In  1855,  accompanied  by  his  family,  which  then 
consisted  of  a  wife  and  two  boys,  Mr.  Jones  trav- 
eleil  overland  from  his  native  Virginia  to  Fulton 
County,  111.,  coming  through  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
into  Illinois.  The  trip  through  the  Buckeye  State 
was  pleasant,  but  when  the  little  party  enUn-ed  In- 
diana, rain  set  in  mid  the  roads  became  almost  im- 
passable.    After  rericliing  the  eastern  part    of    the 


State  it  became  so  dry  that  they  had  hard  work  to 
'  get  water  for  themselves  and  stock.  Wlien  they 
came  here  they  had  little  furniture,  as  was  the  con- 
dition of  tlie  majority  of  the  pioneers;  tiiey  pur- 
chased two  bedsteads  and  a  set  of  diairs,  and  tlie 
otlier  necessary  furniture  Mr.  Jones  made.  I'lie 
cupboard  w.is  constructed  from  a  packing  box.  and 
an  oak  plank,  in  which  he  inserted  straight  legs, 
did  duty  for  a  table.  They  cheerfully  submitted 
to  the  hardsliips  and  trials  of  their  existence  here, 
and  by  wise  frugality  made  their  way  to  a  position 
of  comparative  wealth  and  comfort. 

A  short  time  after  his  arrival  hero  Mi-.  Jones 
bought  the  place  where  he  now  lives.  He  could 
have  purchased  other  and  cheaper  land  with  patent 
title,  but  his  object  was  to  get  a  Congress  title,  and 
he  obtained  a  good  deed  of  his  land  from  the  (tov- 
ernmcnt.  His  purchase  comprised  one  Imndreil 
and  thirteen  acres,  mostly  covered  with  brusli. 
He  now  has  it  well  cleared  and  under  a  fine  stale  of 
cultivation,  except  three  acres,  which  he  uses  for 
pasturage.  He  has  added  over  two  hundred  acres 
to  liis  original  purchase,  some  of  the  land  lying  in 
McDonough  County,  near  his  homestead,  which  is 
on  the  county  line.  In  1872  he  built  a  fine 
frame  residence,  32x22  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
two  stories  in  height.  In  1884  he  erected  a  sub- 
stantial barn,  and  has  also  placed  other  valualile 
improvements  on  the  estate,  making  it  one  of  the 
choi<'est  in  tlie  township.  VViien  he  first  purchased 
the  estate  there  was  a  little  cabin  on  it  and  a  well 
had  been  dug.  Everything  since  accomplished 
has  been  the  result  of  his  own  arduous  toil. 

At  one  time  our  subject  was  extensively  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  fruit.  He  had  a  fine  or- 
chard of  nearly  eight  acres,  and  for  years  made  quite 
a  business  of  raising  and  shipping  a|)ples,  but,  as  so 
often  happens  in  the  climate,  the  trees  have  now 
almost  entirely  died  out.  He  has  given  consider- 
able attention  to  raising  high  grade  stock.  He 
claims  his  land  is  in  better  condition  than  when  he 
first  broke  the  sod,  as  he  has  kept  up  a  rotation  of 
crops,  and  thus  greatly  fertilized  the  soil.  He  s.iys 
there  is  no  need  of  patent  fertilizers  to  keep  up  the 
productiveness  of  the  land  if  the  peojle  would  use 
good  sense  in  the  rotation  of  grass  and  cereals.  lie 
once  plowed   in   his  crop   of    timothy   and   clover 
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when  it  was  in  bloom,  as  late  as  June  18,  and  tiion 
planted  corn  and  raised  a  good  crop  of  No.  1  hard 
corn,  and  at  the  same  lime  improved  the  land. 
According  to  his  methfid  he  would  plant  the  same 
field  in  corn  the  next  two  \pars  and  then  sow  it  to 
full  wheat  One  year,  and  put  it  in  grass  the  same 
time,  and  the  next  season  would  turn  it  over  again 
in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Jones  is  one  of  th<!  leading  Democrats  in 
this  section  of  country,  and  takes  great  interest  in 
political  matters.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  many 
county  conventions,  and  served  satisfactorily  as 
Ui.:id  Commissioner  several  terms,  also  as  School 
Trustee  and  Director.  He  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  Harris. Township  on  the  County  Board  in  1888, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  in  that  office. 
He  is  oneof  the  most  public-spirited  and  progress- 
ive men  who  has  ever  filled  this  position  from  Harris 
Township,  and  duriijg  his  incumbency  has  worked 
against  the  law  to  have  each  township  take  care  of 
its  own  poor,  as  it  would  make  the  burden  enor- 
mous for  each  township  to  bear  alone.  He  is  a 
man  of  broad  religious  views  and  is  a  sympathizer 
with  the  objects  and  interests  of  all  churches.  His 
estimable  wife  is  a  woman  of  true  religious  princi- 
ples, and  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church. 


7/  "  iV    Could  the  biograpl'.ies  of 
I       lA  Fulton  County  be  written 


RS.  LUCINDA  (BEARCE)  BORDNER. 
the  pioneers  of 
in  detail,  a  large 
and  most  interesting  volume  might  be 
compiled.  It  is  our  pleasure  to  select  the  principal 
facts  in  their  lives  and  record  them  for  the  perusal 
of  coming  generations.  The  lady,  with  whose 
name  we  introduce  this  sketch,  has  been  a  resident 
of  Fulton  County  sixty-five  years,  coming  here 
with  her  parents,  Eli  and  Sarah  Bearce,  in  1825, 
and  consequently  has  witnessed  the  entire  growth 
and  development  of  this  part  of  Illinois.  She  is  a 
native  of  thi.s  State,  and  was  born  in  Sangamon 
County,  February  IG,  1824;  for  iier  parental  history 
we  refer  the  reader  to  the  sketch  of  Orsen  Bearce. 
Being  but  two  years  of  age  when  she  came  to  this 
county,  she  has  no  knowledge  of  other  than  her 


adopted  home.  Her  girlhood  was  passed  in  at- 
tendance at  the  {)ioneer  schools  and  in  assisting  her 
mother  in  household  duties,  and  on  January  2, 
1842,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Jonathan  Bordner. 

Mr.  Bordner  whose  portrait  appears  in  connec- 
tion with  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Norlliumberhmd 
County,  Pa.,  February  1 1 .  1810.  For  the  liistory  of 
his  parents,  Peter  and  Christina  Bordner,  see  sketch 
of  Moses  Bordner.  He  was  about  nine  years  of  age 
wh'U  his  parents  took  him  to  Licking  County, 
Oliio,  and  there  he  remained  till  1839.  In  that  year 
he  ventured  further  westward,  starting  out  on  foot 
with  all  his  effects  in  his  knapsack  and  walked  to 
this  county.  He  soon  found  employment  here  on 
the  farm  of  Jacob  Shawver.  He  was  industrious, 
wisely  saved  his  earnings  and  was  soon  enabled  to 
buy  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land,  comprising  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 25,  Lewistown  Township,  paying  $2.50  an 
acre  for  it.  He  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  place  and 
in  that  humble  abode,  he  and  his  bride  commenced 
housekeeping.  They  were  obliged  to  live  in  the 
most  primicive  manner,  Mrs.  Bordner  doing  her 
cooking  by  the  fireplace  as  they  liad  no  stove. 
Deer  were  quite  plentiful  and  could  oftentinns 
be  seen  peeping  through  the  fence  that  sur- 
rounded the  cabin. 

After  he  was  fairly  established  here  Mr.  Bordner 
actively  entered  upon  the  pioneer  task  of  felling 
the  forest  trees  and  preparing  his  land  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  in  due  time  he  had  a  fine  farm.  He 
erected  a  commodious  brick  house,  a  substantial 
frame  barn,  sheds  and  other  necessary  buildings. 
He  planted  fruit  trees,  shrubbery  and  in  other  ways 
adorned  the  place,  where  he  spent  his  last  years, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  that  are  to  be  found 
in  an  Eastern  home.  His  life  was  rounded  out 
September  19,  1873,  when  an  honored  and  useful 
citizen  was  removed  from  the  community.  He 
aided  in  building  up  the  township  and  his  memory 
is  cherished  as  that  of  one  of  our  most  worthy 
pioneers. 

Mr.  Bordner  was  exceedingly  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing a  wife  who  devoted  herself  to  his  interests  and 
was  an  important  factor  in  making  his  life  a  success, 
and  tl\ey  were  very  happy  and  contented  in   their 
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marriage  relations.  Mrs.  Bordner,  witli  three  of 
her  children,  still  occupies  the  homestead.  She  is 
a  sincere  and  active  Christian,  a  valued  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  her  neighbors  and  friends.  She  has 
reared  eleven  children  to  good  and  useful  lives,  as 
follows:  Harvey  P.,  Alfred,  Christiana,  the  wife  of 
Martin  Weirauch;  Sarah,  wiio  married  .John  Filz- 
henry ;  Frank,  who  manages  the  home  farm  ;  Homer ; 
Amanda,wife  of  D.  A.  Burleigh  ;  Emma.wife  of  John 
Weirauch ;  Mar3',who  married  Robert  Miller;  Hattie 
and  Eva,  at  home  with  their  mother.  Harvey- 
was  a  gallant  soldier  in  tiie  late  war  and  bravely 
gave  up  his  life  in  the  defense  of  the  Union.  He 
enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in  Company  H.,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Peoria  October  2.  He  was  soon 
sent  South  with  his  regiment  and  took  part  in  the 
hattie  of  Missionary  Ridge.  While  courageously 
fighting  the  enemy  he  was  mortally  wounded  and 
died  eleven  days  later.  The  remains  of  the  noble 
young  soldier  were  brought  home  to  the  bereaved 
family,  and  tenderly  interred  :n  Mount  Pleasant 
Cemetery. 


J—/  OSEPHUS  BOTTENBERG  is  a  son  of  one 
of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  this  county, 
and  he  is  well  known  in  connection  with  its 
'  industrial  interests  as  the  prosperous  pro- 
prietor of  the  F"ulton  Flouring  Mill  at  Astoria, 
and  as  one  of  tlie  most  worthy  citizens  of  the 
place. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  19,  1829,  in  Brooke, 
in  that  part  of  West  ^Mrginia  known  as  the  Pan- 
Handle.  His  father,  Jacob  Bottenberg,  is  thought 
to  have  been  born  in  Maryland,  which  was  the  na- 
tive State  of  his  father,  who  bore  the  same  name  as 
himself  and  was  of  German  parentage.  The  latter 
was  reared  and  married  in  Maryland,  taking  Cath- 
erine Bartholomew  as  his  wife.  He  subsequently 
removed  from  there  to  Virginia,  and  was  an  early 
settler  of  the  Pan-Handle  district.  He  resided 
there  many  years,  but  finally  made  another  and 
still  greater  change  whereby  he  became  a  pioneer 
of  Illinois  in  1836.     He   located   in   Vermont,  and 


was  a  resident  of  this  townsiiip  until  death  closed 
his  life  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  wife  also  died  on 
the  home  farm  in  Vermont. 

Jacob  Bottenberg,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
voung  when  his  parents,  located  in  Virginia.  His 
early  life  was  passed  there  on  a  farm,  and  he  was 
often  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits,  as  he  had  a 
natural  talent  for  such  work,  though  he  never 
learned  a  trade.  In  1836,  with  his  wife  and  six 
children,  his  parents  and  other  families,  he  came  to 
Illinois.  He  built  a  flat  keel-boat,  in  which  the 
little  party  embarked  for  the  long  journey  down 
the  Ohio  and  up  tlie  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers 
to  their  destination.  Whenever  there  was  any 
wind  a  sail  was  raised  that  helped  propel  the  boat. 
At  other  times  the  men  used  poles  to  push  it  for 
ward,  and  when  it  was  convenient  the  boat  wouhl 
be  rowed  near  the  shore,  and  those  in  it  would  pull 
it  along  by  catching  hold  of  the  bushes  as  it  passed 
along.  After  a  four- weeks  journey  Mr.  Botten- 
berg and  bis  friends  ai rived  at  Sharp's  Landing,  in 
Schuyler  County.  He  had  brought  a  wagon  with 
him,  and  when  he  landed  he  bought  a  pair  of  oxen, 
and  made  his  way  to  what  is  now  Vermont,  lie 
had  been  here  the  year  previous,  and  had  bouglit 
a  tract  of  timber  and  wild  prairie  land  on%  and  one- 
half  miles  southwest  of  Table  Grove,  and  had 
erected  the  body  of  a  log  house.  The  first  night 
after  their  arrival  the  family  slept  in  the  wagon, 
and  the  next  day  the  father  got  .out  timber  and 
rived  clapboards  to  cover  the  roof  of  his  projected 
dwelling,  and  his  wife  and  children  were  soon  com- 
fortably housed.  The  chimney  was  made  of  earth 
and  sticks  and  the  floor  of  puncheon.  At  that  time 
deer,  wild  turkej's  and  other  game  roamed  at  will 
across  the  sparsely-settled  county,  which  was  then 
in  a  wild  condition,  showing  but  little  indication  of 
its  present  advanced  state  of  development.  Mr. 
Bottenberg  rounded  out  a  long  life  on  his  home- 
stead in  1883,  having  lived  to  see  a  prosperous  and 
flourishing  community  of  people  where  he  had 
found  a  wilderness.  His  name  occupies  an  honora- 
ble place  among  the  industrious,  practical  pioneeis 
of  this  part  of  Illinois  who  did  much  for  its  up- 
building. 

Mr.  Bottenberg  was  a  |)ioneer  in  the  mill  busi- 
ness in  this  countv.     In  the  fall  of    1S39  he  built  a 
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■-nvinill  on  Sugar  Cieek,  wliicli  was  the  first  one 
LViT  erected  in  that  section  of  the  countr3'.  He 
soon  built  a  giistinill.  ingeniously  constructed  to 
run  by  wind  power.  Tlie  building  was  round  and 
high,  and  tlie  roof  was  so  made  as  to  revolve,  and 
from  it  a  sweep  extended  to  the  ground,  jind  when 
llic  wind  changed  the  position  of  the  wiieel  was 
changed  accordingly.  This  was  the  first  gristmill 
for  some  miles  around,  and  drew  custom  for  quite 
a  distance.  At  Inst  a  cyclone  blew  the  roof  off  and 
dcstruyod  the  power,  and  then  Mr.  Bottenberg 
operated  it  by  horse-power  until  other  mills  were 
built  and  competitioi  destroyed  his  [irolils,  when 
he  closed  it. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Elizabeth  Swear- 
iiigen  before  her  marriage.  She  was  born  in  Bea- 
ver County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  V. 
Swearingen,  who  was  also  of  Pennsylvania  birth, 
and  was  of  English  descent.  He  married  Margaret 
Chapman,  and  they  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Penn- 
svlvania,  Mrs.  Bottenberg  died  on  the  lioine  farm 
in  Vermont  Township. 

Oui'  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
and  though  he  was  only  seven  years  old  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  this  county,  he  remembers 
well  the  incidents  of  the  removal  hither  and  of  the 
[lioneer  scenes  amid  which  he  was  reared.  His 
schooling  was  ol)tained  in  a  rude  log  house,  with 
a  puncheon  floor,  benches  made  of  split  poles  with 
one  side  hewn  smooth,  and  wooden  pegs  inserted 
for  legs.  Wooden  pins  were  also  inserteii  in  the 
walls  of  the  room  to  support  slabs  on  which  the 
ebler  scholars  wrote  in  their  copy  books.  '  Mr. 
Bottenberg  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  At  that  age  he  took 
an  important  step  in  life,  whereby  he  secured  the 
aid  of  a  goQd  wife,  as  he  was  then,  in  the  year 
1851,  married  to  Mary  J.  Holmes,  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Holmes.  Five 
children  complete  the  family  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife  of  their  happy  wedded  life,  namely: 
AVilliam  A.,  Lenora  K.,  John  IL.  Carrie  E.  and 
Thomas  E. 

After  marriage    Mr.   Bottenljerg  bought  a  tract 
of    land     m    Eldorado     Township,     ^IcDonough    | 
County,  and  as  a   pioneer  settler  of   that  place  did    j 
good  work   in   developing  a   fine  farm,    placing  it 


under  good  cultivation  and  making  many  valuable 
improvements.  That  was  his  home  until  1881, 
wiien  he  returned  to  Fulton  County,  and  bought 
the  Fulton  Flouring  Mill.  At  that  time  the  mill 
wys  furnished  with  the  burr  system.  Since  it  came 
under  his  management  he  has  greatly  improved  the 
mill,  and  in  l.S8;j  introduced  the  roller  process  of 
manufacturing  (lour,  has  provided  all  first-class 
modern  machinery,  and  has  one  of  the  best  estab- 
lishments for  the  manuf.acture  of  flour  in  this  part 
of  the  county.  His  flour  is  of  the  best  quality, 
and  is  in  good  demand  in  the  markets. 

Mr.  Bottenberg  is  a  man  of  solid  worth,  possess- 
ing in  an  eminent  degree  those  traits  that  command 
lespect  in  the  business  world  and  gain  esteem 
among  his  neighbors  and  associates.  He  and  his 
wife  are  sincere  Christian  people,  as  is  attested  by 
their  everyday  conduct  in  all  the  relations  of  life 
that  they  sustain  towards  each  other,  towards  their 
cliildren  and  all  about  them.  The  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  has  in  them  two  of  its  best  members. 
Mr.  Bottenberg  is  a  true  Democrat  in  politics. 


T^^RANKLIN  GRIGGS.  Connected  promi- 
\\rr(s)]  nently  with  the  pioneer  history  of  Illinois 
'k[  ^  is  the  name  of  George  Griggs,  father  of  our 
subject,  and  also  that  of  James  Harker,  his  mater- 
nal grandfather.  Coming  hither  from  the  Empire 
State  in  an  early  day,  they  took  active  part  in  the 
labors  by  which  Central  Illinois  was  made  to  blos- 
som like  the  rose,  and  was  developed  from  its  prime- 
val condition  into  a  great  and  wealthy  region.  Our 
subject  himself  had  a  rich  pioneer  experience,  his 
boyhood  and  youth  being  pas.sed  amid  primitive 
surroundings  such  as  developed  in  him  the  sturdy- 
vigor  of  mind  and  body  that  seem  a  common 
growth  on  the  frontier. 

The  father  of  Franklin  Griggs  was  born  in  Cay- 
uga County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  at  one  time  engaged  in 
towing  canal-boats  oiT  North  River  and  in  the  Erie 
Canal.  He  married  Sarah  Harker,  who  was  born 
in  New  Jerse}'.  but  grew  to  womanhood  in  Cayuga 
County,  to  which  her  parents  removed  when  she 
was  small.     They  came  West  in  1830,  the    men   of 
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the  Griggs  and  Harker  families  traveling  with  wag- 
ons, and  the  women  going  by  rail  and  boat  to  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  where  the  parly  was  consolidated. 
Chicago  at  that  time  was  but  an  Indian  camp,  and 
savages  were  emplo3'ed  to  take  the  travelers  across 
some  of  the  rivers.  Peoria,  then  Ft.  Clark,  was  a 
hamlet  of  five  or  six  houses,  and  those  of  the 
rudest  description. 
.  The  strangers  established  a  home  in  Peoria 
County,  where  Mapleton  now  stands,  but  after  two 
years  removed  to  Jones'  Prairie.  It  should  have  been 
called  Griggs'  Prairie,  since  that  family  was  the  first 
to  settle  there;  later  they  went  to  Timber  Townshi[). 
There  the  father  died  in  1850,  when  in  his  fifty-sixth 
year.  He  was  well  adapted  for  the  pioneer  life,  be- 
ing a  tall,  muscular  man  with  a  powerful  frame, 
and  considered  by  many  to  be  the  strongest  man  in 
the  county.  To  him  and  his  faithful,  capable  wife 
six  children  were  born — Harvey,  James,  Pruella, 
Mary,  Franklin,  aud  Jereroi.ah. 

Tlie  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  5,  1826,  and  although  but 
four  years  old  when  brougiil  to  this  State,  retains 
a  vivid  remembrance  of  many  incidents  that  tran- 
spired in  the  eventful  journey.  He  well  remem- 
bers seeing  Indians,  both  then  and  later,  as  they 
were  numerous  throughout  this  section  until  after 
the  Black  Hawk  War.  T'he  country  was  very  wild, 
deer  were  found  in  abundance,  wild  turkeys  were 
l)leutiful,and  snakes  of  different  kinds  were  a  com- 
mon sight.  The  prairie  grass  w.as  very  thick,  much 
more  so  than  any  seen  by  Mr.  Griggs  in  other  parts 
of  tlie  Mississippi  Valley  in  visits  to  Wisconsin, 
Iowa.  Nebraska,  and  Kansas. 

There  were  no  schools  here  when  the  family  came, 
but  George  Griggs  was  one  of  those  who  engaged 
tlie  services  of  a  teacher  in  his  home,  and  the  son 
leceived  a  fairly  good  education.  The  first  school- 
house  in  Timber  Township  was  built  on  tbe  claim 
of  Mr.  Griggs,  and  in  it  our  subject  continued  his 
search  for  knowledge.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to 
lake  a  part  in  the  work  of  improvement,  and  broke 
land,  not  only  for  his  father,  but  for  many  other 
settlers.  He  aud  his  brother  ran  a  breaking  plow 
with  thirty -six  inch  share,  drawn  by  five  or  six 
yoke  of  oxen.  When  nineteen  years  old  he  went 
to  Wisconsin,  and  there  engaged  in  work  in  a  brick- 


yard, and  for  several  3-ears  continued  to  make  his 
home  in  that  State,  though  he  changed  to  different 
points  and  engaged  in  various  occupations,  among 
them  being  farming  and  saw-milling. 

Tired  of  his  wanderings,  Mr.  Griggs  returned 
home,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1848,  was  married  to 
Miss  Del)oiah  Largent,  daughter  of  James  Largent, 
who  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Ya.  Her 
mother,  who  previous  to  her  marriage  was  a  Miss 
Sarah  Boxwell,  was  also  a  Yirgirian,  her  father  be- 
ing Robert  Boxwell,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Largent  came  to  Illinois  about  1837,  and 
settled  in  Peoria  County,  the  daughter  who  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Griggs,  being  then  in  her  eighth 
year.  The  other  members  of  the  family  are:  De- 
borah, Sarah,  Rachel,  John.  James,  William.  Henry, 
Lizzie.  Madison,  Gabriel,  Nancy,  and  Mary  Jane. 
All  of  the  sons  except  James  were  in  the  I'nion 
Army  during  the  Civil  War,  and  William  laid  do^vn 
his  life  for  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

After  tlieir  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griggs  settled 
in  Timber  Township,  Peoria  County,  and  there  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1883.  at  which  date  they  re- 
moved to  Farmington.  To  them  have  been  burn 
seven  children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following: 
Lizzie,  now  ihe  widow  of  Harvey  Hand  who  died 
from  the  effects  of  army  life,  lives  in  Timber  Town- 
ship, Peoria  Count}',  and  has  five  children — Ora, 
Alice,  Maude,  Fred  and  Jesse;  Sarah  married  Mar- 
tin Frank,  lives  in  Thomas  County,  Kan.,  and  has 
five  children — Stephen,  James,  Charles,  Frank,  and 
Lillie;  Wallace  lives  in  Rosefleld  Township,  Peoria 
County,  on  a  farm;  his  wife  was  formerly  Lizzie 
Folk,  and  their  children  are  Harry,  Cora,  Deborah, 
Charles.  Nelson,  and  Ethel.  Amanda,  wife  of 
Charles  Fahnestock,  a  merchant  in  Scioto,  McDon- 
ough  County,  has  three  children^Minda,  Gertie, 
and  Bertie;  Rachel  married  John  Mattox,  now 
working  at  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  Milford, 
Neb.,  and  has  one  child,  Charlie:  Susan  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Boulton,  a  farmer  in  Orion  Township. 
Fulton  County,  and  has  two  children.  Pearl  and 
Frankie;  Douglas  died  when  but  four  years  old. 

Mr.  Griggs  suffered  from  ill-health,  and  at  one 
time  made  a  trip  through  Nebraska  and  California, 
hoping  to  derive  great  benefit  from  the  change  of 
scene  and   climate.     His   wife   deserves  unlimited 
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praise  for  the  nctive  part  she  has  taken  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  affairs,  and  for  the  constant  de- 
votion with  wiiioh  she  has  oareil  for  lier  family.  In 
polities  Mr.  Griggs  is  now  a  Greenbacker,  but  in 
former  years  he  was  a  Democrat.  Both  he  and  liis 
wife  belong  to  the  Cliristian  Churcli.  Tliey  are  ex- 
tremely popular  in  their  neighborhood,  and  uuich 
respected. 


^LLEDGK  THOMPSON,   whoso  sketch  we 
■(r/j[     now  have  the  pleasure  of   presenting,    and 
/,    lA    whose  portrait  is   sliown   on   the   opposite 
,g/  page,  is  an   Englislinian   by   birth,  having 

first  been  ushered  upon  the  stage  of  life  in  Lincoln- 
shire. England,  Januarj-  29,  1815.  He  is  a  son  of 
AUedge  and  Sarah  Thompson,  natives  of  England, 
and  grew  to  manhood's  estate  in  his  native  country, 
commencing  at  a  remarkably  earh  age  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  and  learn  the  principles  of  successful 
farming.  His  education  was  limited,  but  natural 
abihtj'  and  a  fondness  for  knowledge  can  more 
than  atone  for  the  lack  of  what  is  commonly  called 
'•schooling." 

Mr.  Tliompson  was  married  in  England  on  June 
16,  1841,  to  Miss  Annie  Dawson,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Lincolnshire,  and  whose  birth  occurred 
September  6,  1815.  She  was  adaughterof  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Pierce)  Dawson,  who  were  both 
English.  Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  together  with 
his  wife  emigrated  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1851 , 
taking  passage  in  a  sail-vessel  on  the  16th  of  April. 
After  an  ocean  voyage  of  one  month,  they  landed 
in  IS'ew  York  City,  and  from  that  point  came  direct 
to  Fulton  County,  III. 

After  reaching  Fulton  County,  Mr.  Thompson 
worked  on  a  farm  for  a  time,  and  afterward  rented 
land,  but  v.as  soon  able  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of 
line  land  for  which  he  paid  over  1300.  He  has  con- 
tinued to  add  to  his  estate,  owning  now  one  hun- 
dred acres,  all  of  which  is  highly  cultivated.  Like 
most  of  the  early  settlers,  he  had  to  put  up  with 
numerous  inconveniences,  but  finally  made  good 
headway,  and  has  rapidl}'  gained  fortune  and  friends. 
He  has  been  an  eye  witness  to  the  wonderful  growth 
of  Fulton  County,  and    noticed   with  pleasure  how 


day  after  day  capitalists  carae  here  attracted  by  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country  and  the  culture  of 
the  citizens. 

Mr.  Thomjjson  is  a  momlter  of  the  Democralic 
parly,  and  favors  improvements  of  every  kind,  con- 
tributing liberally  to  the  advancement  of  tliesame, 
especially  in  the  line  of  religion  and  education.  He 
has  worked  faithfuUj'  and  prospered,  and  now  when 
old  age  is  stealing  on,  he  and  his  loved  wife  pass 
their  days  in  peace  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thoniiison  are  typical  representa- 
tives of  the  sturdy  English  race,  but  recogr.izing 
the  United  States  to  be  the  most  progressive  coun- 
try in  the  world,  even  ahead  of  their  own  native 
isle,  the  cradle  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  and  tlie 
mother  of  the  Colonies,  they  have  never  returned 
to  England,  but  have  found  here  both  happiness 
and  prosperity,  and  add  much  to  tlie  community 
in  which  they  reside.  And  lives  such  as  this,  so 
full  of  success  and  happiness,  should  undoubtedly 
be  taken  as  a  model  by  the  youth  of  the  country, 
and  they  should  leaihi  from  it  that  a  pair  of  willing 
hands  and  an  honorable  intention  to  win  in  the 
race.   nearl_y  always  bring  one  to  the  coveted  goal. 


ijp^  TEPIIEN  BOGUE,  of  the  firm  of  J.    &  S. 

^^^^  Bogue,  who  carry  on  an  extensive  iner- 
Ift/^  cantile  business  in  Vermont,  is  the  young 
est  son  of  Job  and  Mary  (Easley)  Bogue. 
(For  parental  history  see  sketch  of  Robert  Bogue). 
He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was  born  on 
Ipava  Prairie,  January  3,  1834.  He  was  one  year 
old  when  lie  came  to  this  township  with  his  par- 
ents. He  has  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  wild  con- 
dition of  the  country  during  his  boyhood,  and  lie 
can  remember  well  when  deer  and  other  wild  game 
were  plentiful.  As  soon  as  large  enough,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  chase,  became  an  expert  huntsman 
and  has  killed  many  a  deer  in  this  township.  His 
education  was  gleaned  in  the  pioneer  school  taught 
in  the  rude  log  house  on  the  subscription  plan. 

When  a  mere  boy,  our  subject  was  initiated  into 
tiie  hard  lab^•rs  of  farm  life.     lie  continued  to  live 
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on  the  olil  liomestead  with  iiis  parents  until  1857. 
wlicii  lie  iinrl  his  biolher  Jesse,  built  a  steam  saw- 
mill ill  Vcimont  Township,  and  operated  it  until 
!,S(;4.  They  then  sold  it  and  built  a  flouring-mill 
in  llie  town,  which  tliey  managed  together  until 
18(;7.  In  that  year  our  subject  sold  out  his  inter- 
est in  the  concern,  and  soon  after  turned  his 
attention  to  the  lumber  business.  In  1880  he  es- 
tablished himself  as  a  merchant  in  Plymouth,  Han- 
cock County,  111.  A  year  later  he  entered  into 
partnership  witii  his  brother  Jesse,  to  engage  in 
the  same  business  here,  and  has  conducted  it  suc- 
cessfully ever  since.  He  possesses  the  necessary 
shrewdness,  forethought,  and  activity  to  be  success- 
ful in  life,  and  is  classed  among  the  good  business 
men  of  the  township.  He  and  his  brother  have 
here  a  neat  and  well  managed  establishment,  con- 
ducting their  business  in  a  substantial  and  com- 
modious two  story  brick  building,  and  they  carry 
a  large  line  of  dry  and  fancy  goods,  carpets,  boots 
and  shoes,  etc.  They  are  always  affable  and  court- 
eous in  their  dealings  with  their  customers,  and  do 
a  large  and  paying  business. 

Mr.  Bogne  and  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Brin- 
ton  and  Phoebe  Ann  Levis,  and  a  native  of  Ches- 
ter County,  Pa.,  entered  into  matrimonial  relations 
-in  1856.  They  have  in  Vermont  one  of  the  pleas- 
antest  of  ilsmany  attractive  homes.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children — Mariam.  Levis,  P'rank, 
and  Lillian.  In  politics  Mr.  Bogue  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


<«1  felLLIAM  W.  ELLIS.  The  n.anufacturing 
\r\j//  industries  of  the  thriving  town  of  Canton 
VW  '"'B  finely  represented  by  this  gentleman, 
who,  in  company  with  his  son,  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  tile  and  brick.  He  is 
a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  this  township,  De- 
cember 6,  1836,  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (Jennings)  Ellis,  who 
were  among  the  early  pioneer  settlers  of  this  part 
of  Illinois. 

Isaac  P^llis  was  born  in  .South  Carolina,  in  180:^. 
When  he  was  three  years  old  his  parents  took  him 
to  Tennessee,  where  he   was  reared,  and    there   he 


was  married,  his  wife  being  a  native  of  Alabama, 
where  she  was  born  in  1806,  of  English  parents. 
We  may  remark  in  this  connection,  that  the  Ellises 
were  of  Welsh  extraction.  In  1832,  Mr.  Ellis  left 
his  old  Tennessee  home  with  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren, and  journeyed  through  the  wilderness  to  this 
county.  After  his  arrival  here  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  a  new  farm  which  he  improved  and  made  his 
home  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  vvas  one  of  the 
well  known  and  substantial  pioneers  of  the  county, 
and  vvas  held  in  honorable  repute  b3'  the  entire 
community,  and  at  his  death  on  the  old  homestead 
in  1879,  the  townsiiip  lost  a  good  citizen,  lie  was 
a  man  of  strict  Christian  principles,  and  a  member 
of  the  Hardshell  Baptist  Church.  His  wife  sur- 
vives him,  and  is  living  wiih  her  youngest  son  on 
I  the  old  homestead  and  is  hale  and  active,  though 
in  her  eightieth  year.  She  is  the  mother  of  seven 
girls  and  four  hoys,  of  whom  ten  are  still  living. 

William  Ellis  lived  in  the  i)lace  of  his  birth  un- 
til he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  receiving  such  ad- 
vantages as  were  afforded  by  the  district  school, 
where  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  fine  education, 
which  was  afterward  further  advanced  by  attend- 
ance at  the  Cuba  High  School,  by  an  excellent 
course  of  study  at  Evanston  College,  near  Chicago, 
and  was  com|>leted  at  the  Fahnestock  Academy  at 
Lewistown. 

In  the  spring  of  1861,  Mr.  Ellis  was  m;irried  to 
Miss  Phoebe  A.  Gardner,  a  native  of  this  count}-, 
and  the  fifth  daughter  of  Jose|)h  Gardner.  Her 
mother  was  Margaret  Raywalt.  The  Gardners  were 
from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  an  1  the  Ray  waits 
from  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  p:;ilis  have  one  son, 
Stephen  R.,  who  is  a  partner  in  the  business  with 
his  father,  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  W.  Ellis  & 
Son.  They  have  a  very  neat  and  eomfortahle  resi- 
dence at  No.  306  North  Fifth  .Street,  that  is  the 
abode  of  a  genuine  hospitalitj-. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ellis  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Joshua  Township,  and  gave  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  the  ensuing  seventeen  years,  when 
he  left  his  farm  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
cit3'  of  Canton,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  established  himself  in  the  manufacture  of  tile 
in  1875,  and  in  1882  he  removed  his  works  to  this 
place,  putting  in  new  and  improved  machinery.   He 
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has  his  in  ami  factory  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
Canton,  within  the  corporate  limits  where  he  makes 
all  sizes  of  tile,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  homt 
market.  In  1 887  he  added  to  his  tile  works  ma- 
chinery for  the  manufacture  of  brick,  employs  the 
latest  improved  methods,  and  makes  brick  that  is 
of  a  superior  quality,  and  is  in  greai  demand.  He 
is  now  fitting  up  his  works  for  the  manufacture  of 
paving  brick  for  sidewalks.  He  is  one  of  llie  sub- 
stantial men  of  Canton,  and  besides  his  manufac- 
turing interests  has  agood  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-  acres  of  choice  and  well-improved  land 
which  he  rents.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  villige,  and  has  served  one  term  as 
Alderman.  In  politics  he  uses  his  influence  for  the 
Republican  party.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge,   having    attained    the  council   de- 

|7  EONARD  H.  CHURCHILL  ha;  met  with 
I  (^  more  than  ordinary  success  in  prosecuting 
J^Vv  his  calling  as  a  farmer,  and  since  casting  in 
his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  this  county  more  than 
half  a  centurj'  ago  has  accumulated  a  valuable 
jnoperly  and  is  classed  among  the  wealthy  agri- 
culturists of  this  section  of  Illinois.  He  owns 
more  than  five  hundred  acM-es  of  land  in  this  county, 
his  farming  interests  being  centered  in  Joshua 
Township,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  are  enjoj'- 
ing  the  fruits  of  their  united  labors  in  the  comforts 
of  a  substantial  home. 

A  native  of  New  York,  Mr.  Churciiiil  was  born 
April  28,  1820.  near  Boonesville,  Oneida  County. 
His  parents  were  Charles  V.  and  Elizabeth  Church- 
ill. The  father  was  born  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut October  11.  1794,  and  the  mother  was 
also  born  there  in  1801.  Both  could  trace  their 
ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides 
back  to  old  English  families. 

Our  subject  started  out  in  life  by  working  on  a 
farm  at  §14  a  month,  and  was  thus  employed  some 
fourteen  months.  He  was  enabled  to  save  the 
greater  part  of  his  money,  .as  he  was  prudent  and 
frugal,  and  he  became  more  independent  by  rent- 
ing laud.     After   farming  in  that  way  some  seven 


I    the  proceeds  of  his  work  as  a  day  labor(  r  at 
per  month.     He  had  come  to  this  State  from  O 


years  he  bought  one  hundred  anri  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  section  2,  Joshua  Township.  The  first 
payment  made  on  his  land  was  the  $100  that  was 

814 
State  from  Ohio, 
where  he  had  lived  in  Ashtabula  County,  one  year 
after  leaving  his  native?  State.  He  located  in 
Hickory  Township  in  March,  1836,  and  it  was 
there  that  he  w,as  engaged  as  a  renter  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage.  He  bought  his  farm  in 
Joshua  Township  in  1846,  but  did  not  then  locate 
on  it.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  enterprise  in 
his  younger  days,  and  he  purch.ased  and  operated  a 
threshing  machine  for  twenty-five  years,  and  the 
profits  derived  from  that  business  enabled  him  to 
complete  the  payment  for  his  land  in  a  short  time. 
To  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides  Mr.  Church- 
ill has  added  other  real  estate,  and 
proprietor  of  five  hundred  acres  of  choice  farr 


IS  now  the 


n.? 


land  in  this  county.  He  is  considered  one  of  the 
rich  and  substantial  citizens  of  the  township,  and 
although  on  the  shady  side  of  life  still  possesses 
great  native  force,  and  is  ably  managing  his  ao-ri. 
cultural  interests. 

Mr.  Churchill  and  Miss  Harriet  McBroom  were 
united  in  matrimony  December  4,  1849.  She  was 
born  in  this  county,  in  Canton  Township,  April  19, 
1831.  She  has  faithfully  shared  in  the  labors  of 
her  husband,  has  aided  in  the  upbuilding  of  their 
home,  and  like  him,  preserves  a  healthy  body  and 
cheerful  disposition  though  now  past  the  meridian 
of  life.  They  are  the  parents  of  fourteen  children, 
ten  of  whom  are  living  and  four  deceased,  of  whom 
the  following  is  the  record:  Mary  E.,  born  M.ay 
19,  1853;  Charles  H.,  August  19,  1855;  Alexander 
H.,  October  20,  1857;  John  B.,  May  8.  1860;  Rob- 
ert J.,  August  18,1862  ;  Leonore  F.,  March  25,  1869  ; 
Daniel  W.,  January  12,  1870;  Jeny  L..  September 
24,  1872;  DoUie  Belle,  April  14,  1875;  Grace 
Blanche,  February  2.  1879. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Churchill  are  deservedly  held  in 
high  estimation  by  the  entire  community,  as  thoy 
are  among  our  best  people.  Their  warm  hearts, 
kind  manners  and  many  thoughtful,  generous  deeds 
have  gained  them  the  friendship  and  affection  of 
their  neighbors,  who  feel  that  they  can  look  to 
them  for  heli)   in   times  of   trouble  and   suffering. 
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They  have  been  devoteri  members  of  tlie  Christian 
Ciiureh  for  many  years,  and  their  everyday  con- 
duct is  guided  by  its  precepts.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Cliurchill  is  a  Democrat  of  the  Andrew  Jaclison 
tvpt',  and  sturdily  advocates  the  principles  of  liis 
party. 

^^^^^1^,^,^.^ 

eALVIN  R.  FLUKE  is  one  of  the  respected 
farmers  of  Joshua  Township.  He  was  a 
brave  soldier  in  the  late  war  and  did  credit 
to  t\ie  military  of  his  adopted  State.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Licking  County,  Olii.o,  and  was  born  near 
the  town  of  Newark,  December  25,  1843.  His 
parents,  Jessa  and  Abigail  Fluke,  were  natives  of 
AVasliington  County,  Pa.,  and  Ohio,  where  the 
f.Ulier  was  born  in  the  month  of  December,  1818, 
and  the  mother  in  tlie  month  of  December  1822. 

Tlie  fatlier  of  our  subject  moved  with  his  familj- 
to  Brownsville,  Licking  County,  Ohio,  of  which 
lie  was  a  pioneer.  He  there  followed  the  trade  of 
a  vvagoiimnker,  which  he  had  learned  in  his  native 
State.  Nineteen  years  of  his.  life  were  passed  at 
that  place,  and  he  then  came  to  this  State  with  his 
family  in  1855.  He  rented  a  farm  at  Cuba  one 
year,  then  south  of  Canton  three  years,  then  in 
Harris  Township,  in  Haney  neighborhood,  which  he 
mimngcd  and  at  the  same  time  was  engaged  in 
making  wagons,  and  then  bought  the  one  of 
ninety-four  acres  on  which  he  now  makes  his  home. 

When  Mr.  Fluke  was  a  boy  of  fourteen  years  he 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
during  a  long,  eventful  and  useful  life  has  remained 
loyal  to  his  religious  belief,  and  has  been  elDcient 
in  his  church  work  as  a  Class  Leader  and  Exhorter, 
doing  much  good  in  the  community  of  which  he 
has  so  long  been  a  laember.  He  is  the  father  of 
nine  children,  some  of  whom  are  living  in  Fulton 
County,  and  others  elsewhere. 

Calvin  Fluke,  who  forms  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  untd  he 
was  eighteen  years  old,  and  then  began  an  inde- 
pendent life  for  himself.  At  the  bi  caking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  his  patriotism  was  aroused  to  a  high 
l)itch  and  October  4,  1861,  he  volunteered  to  light 
in  defense  of  his  countr3''s  honor.     He   became  a 


soldier  in  Company  F,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry 
and  after  his  regiment  was  organized  accompanied 
it  to  Chicago.  He  and  his  fellow  soldiers  were 
soon,  sent  from  that  city  to  St.  Louis  and  a  short 
time  after  started  down  the  Mississippi  River  on 
hoard  the  steamboat,  "  Jo  Davis."  They  were 
stranded  below  St.  Louis  and  came  near  being  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy.  As  the  regiment  was  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  L^nion 
army,  many  of  its  members  came  near  starving  for 
want  of  food.  Our  subject  was  taken  sick  and  was 
ill  for  many  weeks.  Fin;dly  the  Fifty-fifth  made 
its  v,:iy  to  tiie  South  and  arrived  at  Pittsburg 
Landing  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle  at  that 
place.  Right  in  the  hottest  of  the  fi^ht  our  suh 
ject  received  a  dangerous  wound  in  the  right  leg. 
His  comrade  rushed  to  him  and  attempted  to  bear 
him  off  the  field,  but  he  was  shot  while  doing  so. 
Mr.  Fluke  was  not  taken  to  the  hospital  and  lay  in 
a  dangerous  condition  for  twenty-eight  hours  with- 
out care  or  attention.  The  bullets  of  the  rebels 
flew  thick  and  fast  around  the  hospital  and  made 
it  anything  but  a  safe  refuge  for  the  wounded  and 
dying  soldiers.  During  the  engagement  our  sub- 
ject and  his  friend,  V.  Brink,  in  shifting  their  po- 
sition exposed  themselves  to  the  enemy  and  were 
fired  at  by  about  fifty  men,  but  were  not  touched. 
This  .action  brought  on  the  engagement  along  the 
whole  line.  Our  subject  was  finally  taken  on  board 
of  a  commissary  boat  and  lay  three  days  before 
his  wound  was  dressed.  He  eventually  was  dis- 
patched to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  met  by  his 
father  and  taken  home.  Mr.  Fluke  received  a  very 
high  compliment  as  to  his  soldierly  qualities  and 
faithful  services  while  in  the  army,  from  .Sergeant 
Brink,  subsequently  an  officer,  who  lost  his  life. 
The  lines  that  that  officer  wrote  to  his  comrade. 
Calvin  Fluke,  knowing  that,  he  was  wounded,  are 
incorporated  in  the  story  of  the  Fifty-fifth  regi- 
ment and  are  as  follows:  '•  I  think  you  deserve  to 
get  well  if  a  sohiier  ever  did.  You  have  shown 
yourself  to  be  a  true  patriot  and  worthy  to  live 
and  enjoy  a  free  Government.  Be  cheerful,  Cal. : 
if  you  never  get  able  to  come  back,  you  have  dis- 
charged your  duties  to  j'our  country." 

On  account  of  his  wounds  and  sickness  our  sub- 
ject was   finally   discharged   from   the  army,   and 
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after  coming  home  resuiiied  his  former  occupation 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  and  has  prosecuted  farming 
with  good  financial  results.  He  established  a  home 
for  himself  and  his  bride.  Miss  Maliala  Ann  Prick- 
ctt,  to  whom  he  was  married,  November  28,  1867. 
She  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was  born 
September  25,  1847,  in  a  log  cabin  near  Lewis- 
town.  The  following  is  the  record  of  their 
four  children:  Grace  Gertrude,  born  September 
1,  1868:  Mary  E.,  June  28,  1870;  Ella  Jane, 
June  8,  1875;  Edward  H.,  July  2,  1S88.  The 
older  ones  have  received  fine  educational  advan- 
tages in  the  schools  of  their  native  county. 

Jlr.  Fluke  has  always  been  an  unswerving  ad- 
herent of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  interested 
himself  much  in  educational  matters  and  has  been 
a  School  Director  for  several  years.  At  the  present, 
time  he  is  serving  as  Constable.  At  all  times  and 
all  places  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  loyal  citizen 
and  is  well  regarded  byjhis  fellow-townsmen. 


I^-^  ENRY  S.  MERRILL  is  the  representative  of 
|rj)V  an  old  family  in  this  county,  and  was  him- 
(jW^  self  one  of  its  pioneers.  He  is  numbered 
(^^  among  its  most  wealthy  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  and  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  residing 
within  its  limits,  he  having  nearly  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  various  parts  of  this  Stale,  and  in 
Kansas.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  As- 
toria, where  his  name  is  held  in  honor  and  respect. 
He  comes  of  fine  old  New  England  stock,  and  is  a 
native  of  that  section  of  the  countrj'.  He  was  boru 
April  12,  1826,  in  Kennebunk  Port,  York  County, 
Me.,  and  is  a  son  of  Israel  and  Lydia  (-Merrill) 
Morrill.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Jacob  Mer- 
rill, who  was  a  son  of  Giileon  Merrill,  who  in  turn 
was  a  son  of  Abel  Merrill.  The  latter  sprang  from 
Sir  Peter  Merrill,  who  came  from  England  about 
1650,  and  settled  in  Massachusetts.  Abel  Merrill 
was  born  in  that  State,  and  at  an  early  date  went  to 
JIaine  and  secured  a  farm  in  Kennebunk  Port.  This 
farm  remained  in  the  family  until  disposed  of  in 
1850  by  Jonas  Merrill,  of  the  fourth  generation. 
Gideon  Merrill  was  born  in  Maine    and  lived  there 


until  his  death  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  the 
father  of  two  sons,  Jacob  and  Abel,  of  whom  the 
former  was  the  paternal^p^grandfather  of  our 
subject,  and  the  latter  was  his  maternal  grand- 
father. 

Jacob  ]\Ierrill  was  born  in  [Maine  ami  was  by 
occupation  a  sailor.  He  .served  in  the  Continental 
navy  as  boatswain  during  the  War  for  Inde- 
liendence.  While  he  was  on  one  of  the  West  India 
Islands  he  was  pressed  into  the  British  Navy. 
During  that  memorable  struggle,  one  night  he  man- 
aged to  lower  himself  from  the  ship's  side  and  swam 
to  the  shore  and  escaped.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Huff  and]  they  reared  "a  large  family  of  sonsand 
daughters.  His  sons  all  became  sailors.  The  chil- 
dren were  named  as  follows:  Israel;  Jacob,  who  was 
captain  of  a  vessel  and  died  at  sea;  William;  Jonas, 
who  is  a  ship  carpenter;  Ruth,  Charlotte,  Lucinda, 
Caroline  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  married  except  the 
two  last.  Jacob  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  and  his  wife  when  about  eighty  years 
old. 

Israel  Merrill,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  York  County,  Me.,  and  was  born  in 
October,  1792.  He  passed  the  early  years  of  his 
life  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  was  bred  to  the 
calling  of  a  farmer.  He  served  as  a  privateer  dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812.  November  9,  1838,  Mr. 
Merrill  left  his  old  New  England  home  to  seek  a 
new  one  in  the  wilds  of  the  Prairie  State.  He  made 
his  way  to  Boston,  from  there  went  by  rail  to 
Proviilence,  thence  by  water  to  New  York  City, 
from  thtre  to  Philadelphia  and  on  to  Columbia,  Pa., 
by  rail,  thence  by  canal  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  era- 
barked  on  a  steamer  on  the  Ohio  River.  He  was 
detained  on  the  boat  six  weeks  below  Pittsburg  on 
account  of  a  freeze.  From  St.  Louis  he  came  to 
Fulton  County  by  wagon  and  took  up  his  abode  on 
the  southeastern  quarter  of  section  13,  Astoria 
Township,  February  14,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of 
his  days.  His  land  was  heavily  timbered  and  it  was 
only  by  years  of  hard  toil  that  he  improved  it  into 
a  substantial  farm.  He  died  in  November,  1876,  at 
the  residence  of  our  subject,  with  whom  he  lived 
the  three  last  years  of  his  life,  his  wife  having 
preceded  him  a  few  years.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Maine, 
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aiicl  identified  herself  with  the  Methodist  Kpiseo- 
pal  Church  as  one  of  its  most  useful  members  after 
coming  to  Illinois.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
cliildren — Joseph  W.;  Benjamin  R.,  who  died  of 
cholera  in  1851;  Henry  S.;  Dr.  Stephen  A.,  of 
Pomona.  Cal.,  who  served  as  a  physician  in  the  late 
war;  Charles,  of  San  Francisco,  wlio  served  one  year 
in  tlie  war  in  an  Illinois  regiment.  Benjamin  and 
Charles  had  no  families. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of 
Abel  Merrill,  a  farmer  of  Maine.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolution,  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Saratoga,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne.  He  married  a  Miss  Burbank,  who  bore  him 
tlu;  following  cliildren:  Benjamin,  a  sea  captain; 
Jacob,  a  sea  captain,  Edward  and  Steph3n,  who  were 
also  sailors  and  died  at  sea,  the  latter  having  been 
washed  overboard  at  the  time  of  a  wreck;  John,  the 
fifth  son;  Lydia  and  Mary,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
unmarried. 

Henry  Merrill  of  this  biography,  was  bred  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer  and  received  his  education  in  tlie 
common  schools  of  Maine.  He  was  a  mere  boy 
when  tlie  family  removed  to  this  State,  and  after  he 
attained  manhood  he  gave  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture. After  marriage  he  located  on  eighty  acres 
of  land,  heavily  timbered,  which  is  included  in  his 
present  homestead.  He  and  his  brother  had  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  together,  and 
had  divided  it.  They  bought  a  tax  title  to  the  land, 
later  the  patent,  and  afterward  had  to  defe"nd  their 
claim  in  the  courts.  When  he  first  entered  upon 
his  career  as  a  farmer  Mr.  Merrill  worked  with  his 
father  raising  grain,  from  the  sale  of  which  he 
finally  earned  money  enough  to  buy  his  first  farm. 
It  was  very  slow  work,  as  all  produce  was  very 
cheap.  The  first  team  which  they  used  was  a  yoke 
of  cattle  which  his  father  sold  for  $27.  The  first 
cow  his  father  sold  brought  $8,  and  our  subject  sold 
his  first  lot  of  pork  at  one  and  one-fourth  cents  a 
pound,  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  at  $23.  From  these 
small  beginnings  he  has  accumulated  a  snug  fortujie. 
He  is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  in  this  section 
of  the  country.  The  place  on  which  he  resides 
comprises  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  he  has  two 
farms,  containing  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
acres  in  McDonough  County-;   he  has  two  hundred 


acres  in  Christian  County;  and  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  Kansas.  His 
farms  are  generally  finely  improved,  supplied  with 
substantial  buildings  anil  all  tlie  necessary  appli- 
ances. He  has  on  his  homestead  one  of  the  most 
commodious  and  phasant  residences  in  Astoria,  and 
his  hospitable  home  is  replete  with  ever}^  comfort 
that  can  be  desired. 

Mr.  Merrill  is  much  indebted  for  the  prosperity 
that  has  come  to  him,  and  for  his  happy  home,  to 
the  assistance  of  his  amiable  wife,  formerly  Sarah 
McNeill,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  in  the  month  of 
November,  1847.  Mrs.  Merrill  is  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Cole) 
McNeill,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  count3-.  David  McNeill  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  About  1827  or  1828  he  caine  here 
and  settled  on  section  26,  Astoria  Township.  He 
was  a  prominent  citizen  here  for  many  years,  and  for 
.a  long  lime  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  bore  him  the  following 
children:  Samuel ;  John,  who  was  killed  in  Missouri; 
Daniel;  William  James,  who  served  in  the  late  war; 
Elinor  and  Sarah.  Mr.  McNeill's  second  marriage 
was  to  Mis.  Maria  Smith.  Their  children  were  Jo- 
seph, who  served  in  a  cavalry  regiment  during  the 
war;  Wesley,  Mary,  Rachael,  Caroline,  Etfie  and 
Dora.  Both  of  Mr.  McNeill's  wives  were  prominent 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  wereamong 
its  founders  in  this  section. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill  have  been  blessed  with 
twelve  children  nameh':  Luther;  Eler^',  a  resident 
of  the  State  of  Washington;  Lydia,  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Chicago;  Belle,  a  graduate  of  Ann 
Arbor  University  and  a  missionary  in  a  hospital  in 
India;  Henry;  Hettie,  now  Mrs.  Coburn;  Nellie, 
Benjami«  and  Jacob.  Three  children  died  in 
childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill  have  given  their 
children  liberal  educations  and  otherwise  qiialifi<'d 
them  by  careful  training  in  the  home  to  make  good 
and  useful  members  of  any  community  wherever 
their  lots  may  be  cast. 

Ml.  Merrill  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity and  force  of  character,  and  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county  has  been  potent  in  its  up- 
building. The  record  of  his  life  in  every  depart- 
ment which  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  has  been 
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such  as  to  eommanrl  the  liigliest  respect  aurl  the  full 
confidence  of  his  fellow-men.  He  has  been  iiivahi- 
ahle  to  the  eiiizenship  of  Astoria.  In  politics  he 
was  formerly  a  Whig  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
General  Ta3lor.  Since  1856  he  has  been  a  stanch 
and  uncompromising  Republican.  He  has  never 
sought  office,  preferring  the  quiet  and  happiness  of 
his  peaceful  fireside  to  the  turmoil  of  public  life. 
However,  unsolicited  and  without  his  knowledge,  he 
was  nominated  in  1876  by  his  party  to  make  the 
race  for  a  seal  in  the  Legislature. 


jflU^ENRY  MOTSINGER.  Among  the  men 
llTjiJ  who  are  cultivating  a  [)ortion  of  the  soil  of 
:I^^^  Canton  Township  to  good  advantage  is  the 
^g)  gentleman  above  named,  whose  pleasant 
home  is  located  on  section  12.  His  dwelling  is 
above  the  average,  and  the  accompan3ing  out 
buildings  are  also  substantial  and  well  designed 
for  their  respective  purposes.  The  attention  of 
the  passer-by  will  at  once  be  called  to  the  neatness 
and  order  which  everywhere  prevails,  and  the  opin- 
ion will  readily  be  formed  that  the  proprietor  of 
the  place  understands  his  business. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Michael  Mot- 
singer,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  mar- 
ried Barbara  Gilstrap,  who  was  a  South  Carolinian. 
Early  in  the  '40s  they  came  to  this  county  fiom 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  making  their  first  set- 
tlement in  Orion  Township.  Seven  years  later 
they  removed  to  Canton  Township,  which  was 
their  home  at  the  time  of  their  death,  although 
they  had  previously  spent  a  few  years  in  Ne- 
braska. They  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

Henry  Motsinger  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Ind.,  October  29,  1826,  and  since  he  ac- 
companied his  father  to  this  county  has-  been  a 
resident  here.  Upon  reaching  years  of  maturity, 
ho  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  with  such 
good  results  that  he  has  become  the  owner  of  about 
live  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  and  been  able  to 
IMit  upon  it  the  improvements  before  mentioned. 

At   the  home    of  the    bride's    p:\rents,    Thomas 


an<l  Joanna  (Coleman)  Wolf,  in  Orion  Township, 
November  14,  1858.  the  marriage  of  our  subject 
and  Miss  Sarah  Wolf  took  place.  Mrs.  Motsinger 
was  born  in  Orion  Township,  April  20,  1832,  and 
under  tlie  careful  training  of  worthy  Christian 
parents^  developed  the  grapes  of  character  which 
win  lasting  regard.  The  principal  items  in  the 
history  of  her  parents  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  Jeremiah  P.  Wolf,  which  occupies  a  place  in 
this  Album.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Motsinger  have  had 
two  children — a  son  and  a  daughter.  John  M. 
died  in  this  township  April  4,  1879,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  AViUiam 
H.  Gaskill  and  the  mother  of  one  child — Lena  F. 
Her  home  is  in  Canton  Township. 

IMr.  Motsinger  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  Democracy.  He  and  his  wife  are 
efficient  members  of  the  iMethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  hearing  a  prominent  part  in  the  work  of 
the  societ}^  and  in  all  matters  which  will  add  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  Mr.  Motsinger  has 
been  a  Trustee  of  the  Church  and  has  filled  the 
office  of  Steward  for  twenty  years. 

— -#^ — 


ANIEL  ABBOTT.  The  publishers  of  this 
,  Album  would  fail  in  their  object  of  pre- 
(($>JK  senting  to  their  readers  a  review  of  the 
lives  of  the  citizens  of  the  county,  were 
the^'  to  omit  that  of  Daniel  Abbott,  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  Canton.  He  was  born  iu  this  county 
May  21,  1838,  being  the  oldest  son  of  John  W. 
and  Christiana  (Babbitt)  Abbott.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  received  his  fundamental  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  later  entered  Lombard 
University  at  Galesburg,  where  he  prosecuted  his 
studies  two  years.  He  then,  in  1859,  began  the 
study  of  law,  pursuing  his  reading  two  and  a  half 
3' ears. 

In  January,  1866,  Mr.  Abbott  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  in  March  of  tiie  same  year  began  his 
practice  in  Canton.  He  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  technicalities  of  his  |)rofession,  understands  how 
to  present  a  case,  and  his  command  of  language  is 
such  that  he  wins  close  attention  from  all  who  hear 
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liim.  His  commaiKling  irppearaiu-e  is  perhaps  an 
air)  in  tliis.  altli(mgh  we  know  that  men  of  mental 
ability  can  make  their  way  unaided  by  exterior 
qualifications.  Mr.  Abbot  practices  in  local,  State, 
and  Federal  courts,  and  his  ability  has  been  recog- 
nized in  many  a  hai'd-fought  contest  in  the  legal 
arena.  From  1872  to  1S80  he  served  as  States 
Attorney,  liaving  been  elected  on  tlie  Democratic 
ticket.  In  1875-76  lie  was  the  incumbent  of  the 
Mayor's  Chair.  He  has  also  represented  the  Fourth 
Ward  in  the  City  Council,  and  was  for  one  term 
Supervisor  of  Canteen  Township. 

The  solemn  riles  which  united  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  Mr.  Abbott  and  Miss  Amelia  W.  Weller, 
of  Ogle  County,  took  i)lacc  November  12.  1863. 
The  bride  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
Weller,  was  possessed  of  a  cultured  mind  and  a 
worthy  character.  She  passed  away  in  March,  1881, 
leaving  four  children — Charles  D.,  Frances  M., 
John  C.  and  Grace  Y.  February  15,  1883,  Mr. 
Abbott  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance, 
leading  to  the  h\meneal  altar,  Miss  Alice  A.  Shep- 
Ipy,  of  Deerfield  Township.  This  ladj' is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  J.  Shcpley,  Esq..  now  of  Canton, 
and  a  partner  of  Mr.  Abbott  in  the  insurance 
and  real  estate  business.  Mrs.  Abbott  is  a 
charming,  cultured  woman,  who  gracefully  pre- 
sides over  the  palatial  modern  residence  which  the 
family  occupy.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children 
— Lyle  S.  and  Lesley  V. 

Of  the  social  orders,  Mr.  Abbott  is  identified 
with  that  of  Masonry,  holding  membership  in 
Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  734,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Can- 
ton Chapter  and  Consistory.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  by  no  means  an  unimportant  mem- 
bei-  of  the  partj'  in  this  section.  He  affords  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  representative  citizenship,  law- 
abiding,  public-spirited,  efficient  in  the  discharge  of 
official  duties  when  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow- 
nicn,  and  a  popular  member  of  the  best  society 
which  the  region  affords.  Besides  his  handsome 
city  property,  he  owns  a  good  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  eight3'  acres  in  this  countj',  well  stocked  with 
hogs,  cattle  and  horses. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa..  IVcerabcr  12,  1812.  and  was  the  son  of 
Richard  .\bbott,  likewise  a  native  of  the  Keystone 


State,  and  of  English  ancestrj-.  Grandfather  Abbott 
removed  to  Scott  County,  Ind.,  late  in  life,  and  was 
there  gathered  to  his  fathers.  In  1837,  while 
still  a  single  man,  John  W.  Abbott  came  to  this 
county,  and  the  same  year  married  and  settled  in 
Canton.  He  soon  after  returned  to  Indiana  and 
in  1847,  he  came  back  to  Fulton  County,  and  lo- 
cated in  Farmington  Township.  He  carried  on 
general  farming.  His  demise  took  place  in  1876, 
and  he  was  survived  by  his  wife  and  eight  chil- 
dren. The  widow  is  still  living,  enjoying  reason- 
ably good  health,  and  making  her  home  on  a  farm 
in  Joshua  Township.  Her  father,  Daniel  Babbitt, 
is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
coun'tj",  to  wljich  he  came  in  1827. 

(^^  TEPHEN  A.  DRAKE,  Superintendent  and 
^^^  ^Manager  of  the  People's  Gas  and  Electric 
%/^  Light  Company,  and  Secretary  of  the  Can- 
ton Coal  Company,  is  a  fine  representative 
of  the  native-born  citizens  of  Canton,  and  is  classed 
among  its  rising  young  men,  who,  though  in  the 
early  years  of  his  manhood,  has  already  attained 
an  honorable  position  in  business  circle.*. 

Out  subject  was  born  in  Fulton  Count}*,  this 
State,  May  18,  1864,  the  only  son  of  George  W. 
and  Mar}'  E.  (Amsley)  Drake.  His  father  was  a 
pioneer  merchant  of  Canton  and  was  active  in 
business  here  for  manj'  years  and  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1867.  His  widow  is  still  living. 
Stephen  was  three  years  old  when  his  father  died 
and  was  educated  principally  in  this  city,  and  as  he 
was  a  bright,  apt  scholar  he  laid  a  solid  basis  in  the 
public  schools  on  which  to  found  his  after  pareer  in 
business.  On  leaving  school,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Parlin  &  Orendorff,  jjIow  manufacturers, 
and  was  with  them  two  years.  In  1884.  though 
only  twenty  years  of  age,  he  was  offered  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  manager  of  the  People's  Gas 
and  Electric  Light  Company,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted its  business  with  marked  ability,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  is  a  man  of  many 
pleasant  personal  qualities,  which  attract  to  liim 
many  friends,  and  he  is  [irominent  in  social  circles. 


OTk-^^     X^^  (yzoco^L^ 
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J  ACOR   D.HAND. 
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He  is  a  member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  734, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  of  Canton  Chapter,  No. 
68,  of  whicli  lie  is  Secretary.  Politically,  he  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  Wie  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Drake  is  very  happy  in  iiis  domestic  rela- 
tions, having  secured  by  iiis  marriage  May  17. 
1888,  to  Miss  Auraline  S.  Snyder,  of  Canlou, 
daughter  of  D.  W.  and  Sarah  Snyder,  a  wife  who  is 
devoted  to  his  interests.  Their  home  at  No.  318 
West  Pine  Street,  is  one  of  \he  coziest  in  this  part 
oftlie  city,  and  the  gracious  iiospitality  of  the  wife 
and  genial  courtesy  of  the'hostgive  it  an  attraction 
to  tlieir  many  friends. 
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RS.  JANE  CAMPBELL  HAND.  Al- 
though nearly  fourscore  years  of  age  Mrs. 
Hand  is  very  active,  with  mind  and 
memory  remarkably  preserved  for  a  lad3' 
of  her  j'ears.  Her  remembrance  of  the  scenes  and 
incidents  which  have  marked  her  pathway'  in  life 
makes  her  conveisatiou  interesting  to  those  who 
enjoy  reminiscences  regarding  earlier  times  or 
wlio  are  capable  of  drawing  lessons  from  the  expe- 
riences of  others.  She  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  residents  in  Farmington,  which  became 
her  home  in  1849,  although  for  a  period  she  lived 
elsewhere.  Siie  is  attractive  in  personal  appearance 
and  her  manners  are  indicative  of  her  excellent  an- 
cestry. 

John  Oliver,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was 
with  Gen.  Washington  at  Valley  F'orge  during  the 
historical  winter.  He  filled  tlie  position  of  Regi- 
mental Clerk.  He  owned  large  landed  estates  in 
Milllin  County.  Pa.,  and  lieid  a  prominent  place  in 
the  comuiunily.  For  several  years  he  served  as 
Associate  Judge  of  the  county  and  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature.  The  Olivers  in 
ft>rmer  years  were  strict  adherents  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian doctrines. 

Tiie  paternal  grandfaliier  of  Mrs.  Hand  vv;is 
Robert  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  of  the 
Scotch-Irish  stock.  He  married  Jane  Campbell 
who,  although  she  bore  the  same  surname,  was  of 


an  entirely  different  family.  This  couple  emi- 
grated to  America  in  Colonial  times,  first  settling 
in  Cliester  County,  Pa.,  and  subsequently  becom- 
ing;residents  of  Mifflin  County.  The  settlers  were 
much  troubled  by  the  Indians  for  sometime  after 
llie  Campbells  located  there.  Mi-.  Campbell  had 
strong  religious  feelings,  adhered  to  the  ancestral 
faith  of  Presbyterianism,  and  did  much  to  aid  in 
building  up  that  denomination  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  home.  In  1874  his  descendants  celebrated  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  his  settlement  in  Mif- 
flin County.  The  property  bought  by  him,  con- 
sisting of  mere  than  seven  hundred  acres,  is  still  in 
the  family. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  was  a  son 
Samuel,  who  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native  county 
of  Pennsylvania,  marrying  Nancy  Oliver,  who  was 
born  and  reared  there.  In  1814  they  removed  to 
Huntingdon  County  where  the  husband  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Shirley  Township.  In  1831  he  removed  his  fam- 
ily to  Ohio,  settling  in  Huron  County,  but  subse- 
quently removed  to  Morrow  County,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  His  widow  died  at 
the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Marshall  County,  Ind., 
when  seventy-seven  years  old.  Samuel  Campbell 
was  one  of  ten  children  and  his  own  family  con- 
sisted of  the  same  number. 

Mrs.  Hand  is  the  third  on  tiie  family  roll.  Of  her 
brothers  and  sisters  we  note  tlie  following:  John 
Oliver,  a  farmer,  died  at  his  home  in  Santa  Crnz, 
Cal.,  in  1887,  leaving  five  children — Carlista,  Cor- 
nelia E.,  George  O.,  Benjamin  F..  and  Alonzo. 
Josepii  F..  a  farmer  in  Bedford  County.  Pa.,  died 
there,  leaving  a  family  of  seven  children;  Margaret 
Ann  is  the  widow  of  James  Hume,  formerly  a 
farmer  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  and  has  three 
children— Robert  Allen,  Albert  C.  and  Oliver  A. 
Mary  Agnes  lives  in  the  same  county  as  her  sister 
Margaret,  being  the  widow  of  John  Ray,  a  farmer, 
and  the  mother  of  a  son,  John  Franklin.  Robert 
died  in  Marion  County,  HI.,  leaving  two  sons — 
Walter  and  Robert;  his  occupation  was  that  of  a 
tiller  of  the  soil.  Elizabeth  I.,  married  Janins  Gil- 
son,  a  mechanic,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Mc- 
Donough  County,  leaving  four  children;  one  of 
them  died  in  the  army,  and  one  is  at  the  .Soldiers' 
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Home  at  Quincy.  The  other  two  are  Byron  and 
Jane.  Samuel  F.  died  in  McDonougli  County, 
where  he  liad  been  engaged  in  farming;  he  had  no 
children.  Casandra  Lyon,  wife  of  David  iMcDon- 
ald,  died  at  her  home  in  Marion  County,  Ind.. 
leaving  threelchildren,  who  have  since  departed 
this  life.  James  Alexander,  who  is  unmarried,  lives 
in  Oregon. 

The  natal  day  of  Mrs.  Hand  was  October  27, 
1810,  and  her  birthplace  Mifflin  County,  Pa.  The 
scenes  of  her  eiiiliest  recollections  are  of  Hunting- 
don County,  where  she  attended  school  when  the 
education,al  facilities  were  quite  limited.  In  Hu- 
ron County,  Ohio,  she  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Jacob  D.  Hand,  to  wliom  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1835.  They  operated  a  farm  in  the  Buck- 
eye State  five  years,  then  removed  to  tiiis  county 
where  Mr.  Hand  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile 
pursuits,  locating  at  Ellisville.  In  1849  they  re- 
moved to  Farmington  and  from  that timejuntil  Lis 
demise  Mr.  Hand  enjoyed  tlie  leisure  and  comfort 
of  a  retired  man.  For  several  years  he  served  as 
Supervisor  of  Farmington  Township.  In  politics 
he  was  originally  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican. 
His  death  occurred  at  Galesburg  June  7,  1876,  to 
which  place  he  had  removed  in  1856.  After  his 
death  his  bereaved  companion  returned  to  Farm- 
ington, where  she  has  since  continued  to  reside.  In 
his  worldly  affairs  Mr.  Hand  was  prospered  ex- 
ceedingly and  wlien  he  died  left  a  large  fortune. 
He  wore  his  icligion  as  an  everyday  garment,  gain- 
ing the  goodwill  even  of  the  opponents  of  Chris- 
tianity and  the  deeper  regard  of  those  who  knew 
him  best. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Hand  were  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Davis)  Hand,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  in  which 
State  he  also  was  born.  His  birth  took  place  at 
Westfleld,  Essex  County,  October  24,  1805.  He 
was  quite  young  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he  subsequently  ac- 
companied them  to  Huron  County,  Ohio. 

To  our  subject  and  her  husband  four  children 
ware  born,  named  respectively,  Emily,  Harriet 
Reed,  George  W.  and  Henrietta  J.  The  son  died 
when  but  three  years  old.  The  eldest  daughter 
married  Sylvester  Reed,  a  merchant  at  Galesburg. 
She  died  leaving   two    children — George    H.    and 


Emily  M.  The  former  married  Minnie  Barttett 
and  makes  his  home  in  Frankfort,  Kan.,  where  lie 
is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business;  he  has  a 
daughter,  Catlierine  Beatrice,  now  a  year  old. 
Emily  M.  married  AlvaF.  Myers,  a  farmer  at  Kan- 
kakee, this  State.  The  second  daughter  of  our  sub- 
ject became  the  wife  of  Capt.  John  S.  Smith,  and 
died  in  Farmington.  The  youngest  child  is  the 
wife  of  Dxvid  Nappin,  the  Farmington  horticultu- 
rist; their  family  comprises  two  children^Emily 
Maude  and  Frank  H.  Mrs.  Hand  has,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  above,  four  grandchildren  anil  one 
great  grandchild. 

Mrs.  Hand  was  reared  under  the  tenets  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  while  a  young  lady  in 
Pennsylvania  taught  a  class  in  Sundaj'-school.  She 
afterward  became  identified  with  the  Congrega- 
tional denomination,  to  which  Mr.  Hand  also  be- 
longed. The  two  gave  valuable  aid  in  building  up 
the  church  at  Farmington. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  this  venerable  lady 
and  of  her  deceased  husband  will  be  noticed  on 
another  page. 


tf^AVID  MYERS.  This  veteran  pioneer  of 
il  Jl  Joshua  Township  constitutes  one  of  the  old 
^:^  landmarks  in  the  growth  and  deveioj>ment 
of  the  county,  with  which  he  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified for  a  period  of  over  thirty-five  3'ears.  He 
owns  and  occupies  one  of  the  finest  improved  and 
best  managed  farms  in  this  section  and  has  here  a 
beautiful  and  well-appointed  home. 

Mr.  Myers  was  born  in  Clarke  Countj-,  Ohio, 
April  4,  1819.  His  early  home  training  was  such 
as  to  instill  good  principles  and  habits  of  industry 
and  economj-,  which  have  been  of  value  to  him  in 
his  after  life.  So  capable  and  prudent  was  he  that 
before  he  attained  his  majority  he  had  saved  up 
.about  ^500  With  which  to  begin  his  long  and  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  farmer.  Unlike  many  young 
men  he  chose  to  remain  with  his  parents  until  he 
arrived  at  full  age,  helping  them  to  the  extent  of 
his  whole  power  in  paying  for  a  tract  of  swampy 
and  marshy  land  that  his  father  had  purchased  in 
Ohio.      Februarj'    1,    1840,  he  married   in   Clarke 
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County,  Marsjaret  Ann  Tboraas,  whose  parents 
also  resided  in  that  county.  Fiom  that  union  two 
children  were  born.  Perry  and  Mary,  both  of  whom 
are  now  married  and  well  established  in  life  in  this 
count}-.  After  living  together  some  seven  years, 
our  subject  lost  his  wife  by  her  premature  death. 

In  the  fall  of  1855  Mr.  Myers  removed  from 
Ohio  to  this  county  and  bought  a  farm  in  Buckhe.irt 
Township,  one  mile  south  of  Canton.  It  comprises 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  for  which  he 
jiaid  down  $2,000  and  gave  his  note,  secured  by 
mortgage,  for  the  $4,000  of  the  price  which  he  suc- 
ceeded in  paying  bj'  exchanging  other  land.  He  is 
now  the  proprietor  of  some  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  6ne  farming  land,  none  of  which  is 
worth  less  than  S75  an  acre.  He  has  a  fine  set  of 
buildings  on  his  place,  including  a  handsome  resi- 
dence, substantial  barns  and  neat  outhouses.  At 
one  lime  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Texas, 
comprising  some  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
which  he  disposed  some  years  ago. 

August  S,  1855,  the  second  marriage  of  our 
subject  was  duly  solemnized,  on  which  date  Ann 
Maria  Boswell  became  his  wife.  Three  children 
were  born  of  that  union,  of  whom  one  is  deceased, 
Nancy  Jane,  who  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  five 
years,  ten  months  and  seven  days  old,  and  she  is 
now  sleeping  the  sleej)  that  knows  no  waking  in 
Canton  Cemeteiy.  Our  subject's  daughter,  Bar- 
bara, is  married;  his  son  Townsend  lives  on  one  of 
his  farms  adjoining  his  homestead.  September  1, 
1889,  a  gloom  was  cast  over  Mr.  Myer's  home 
by  the  death  of  his  beloved  wife  and  the  devoted 
mother  of  his  children.  She  was  a  highly  respected 
member  of  the  Cliristian  Church  and  w:is  honored 
by  all  who  knew  her.  She  took  :i  unai  iniiiusl  in 
her  home,  was  n  faithful  and  affecUuimtu  wife  and 
a  tender,  wise  mother. 

As  a  gentleman  of  fine  character  and  a  solid  sub- 
stantial citizen,  no  man  stands  higher  in  this  county 
tlian  David  Myers.  He  takes  a  warm  interest  in 
all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  is  liberal  in  his  support  of  schemes  to  for- 
ward its  improvement  and  is  active  in  political  and 
public  life.  He  iias  been  a  life-long  Democrat,  and 
has  been  for  over  twelve  years  a  member  of 
the  Democratic   County    Central  Committee.     He 


has  also  been  a  Commissioneer  of  Highways  in 
Fulton  County  for  over  six  years.  He  has  had  a 
large  experience  as  a  juror,  serving  botli  in  the 
grand  and  petit  juries  for  many  years. 


m-^--^- 


WILLIAM  F.  HAFFNKR  is  a  practical  and 
wide-awake  member  of  the  farming  com- 
^  „  munity  of  Astoria  Township,  where  he  is 
meeting  with  unqualified  success  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va., 
January  28,  1851,  to  Daniel  and  Diana  (Lutz) 
Hafifner,  who  were  also  natives  of  Virginia.  In 
the  fall  of  1852  his  parents  emigrated  to  this  State, 
coming  with  their  family  all  the  waj-  in  a  wagon. 
Six  weeks  from  the  time  they  left  their  old  home 
they  arrived  in  this  county  and  established  them- 
selves on  section  25,  Astoria  Township,  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  Here  the  father  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixtN'  acres  of  timber,  and  with  hard 
pioneer  labor  cleared  it  and  developed  it  into  a 
fine  farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  death  closed 
his  mortal  career  August  4,  1886.  His  wife  died 
November  12,  1889.  They  reared  seven  of  their 
eight  children,  na.nely  :  John  B.,  of  Coffee  County, 
Kan.;  Mary  C,  wife  of  Alexander  Powell,  of  Liv- 
ingstcm  Count}';  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  D.  Robison,  of 
Schuj'ler  County,  III.;  Samuel  H.,  of  Schuyler 
County;  Elizabeth  H.,  wife  of  William  Huff,  of 
Mahaska  County,  Iowa;  William  F. ;  Jacob  A.,  of 
Harvey  County.  Kan.  The  parents  were  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  in 
day  affairs  of  life  showed  themselves 
Chiistians. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  s 
Andrew  Haffner,  whose  parents  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Germany.  Andrew  Haffner  married 
Mary  A.  Trobaugh,  and  they  reared  five  sons  and 
four  daughters.  They  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  Baltzer  Lutz,  a  wagon-maker  by  tr.ide, 
of  German  descent,  anil  a  farmer.  He  married  a 
Mrs.  Catherine  Welsel  ( Won.terlic).  llis  failu-r 
was  John  Lutz,  who  emigrated  to  this  country 
from  Germany. 

The  orentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 


the  every- 
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this  biography  passed  his  early  life  on  a  f-irm,  and 
there  acquired  a  sound  practical  knowledge  of 
farming  in  all  its  branches.  He  was  given  a  good 
district-school  education.  He  lived  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when  he 
began  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  a  manner  that  best 
suited  him.  Since  his  father's  death  he  has  owned 
the  old  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
It  is  a  Qne  farm,  is  well  directed,  and  in  its  im- 
provements compares  favorably  with  the  best  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Haffner  was  married  October  7,  1873,  to 
Miss  Edna  C.  Huff,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Mary 
(McClelland)  Huff.  She  was  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  She  departed  this  life 
September  7,  1875.  February  2,  1882.  was  the 
date  on  which  our  subject  was  unitedjin  marriage 
to  his  present  wife,  formerl3'  Miss  Martha  McLaren, 
a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (McClelland) 
McLaren.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children — Nellie  E.,  Bessie  F.  and 
Clclie  B.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haffner  are  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  are  among 
its  most  earnest  workers. 

R.  WILLIAM  S.  STRODE.  Amongthe 
|)roniinent  physicians  of  Fulton  County, 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  recog- 
nized as  a  man  of  superior  attainments  and 
one  well  calculated  to  add  fresh  laurels  to  the  pro- 
fession to  which  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  talent. 
His  practice  is  both  extensive  and  lucrative  and  his 
patients  honor  and  respect  him,  as  only  those  are 
regarded  who  are  the  fortunate  possessors  of  some 
means  of  benefiting  and  improving  the  condition 
of  those  who  are  their  patients  and  friends.  He  is 
also  a  naturalist  of  renown,  having  in  his  library 
the  best  works  on  this  subject  that  are  published. 

Dr.  Strode  was  born  in  Bernadotte  Township, 
tliis  county,  December  8,  1847.  After  a  happy 
childhood  spent  in  attending  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place,  he  enlisted  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen 
in   Comp.nny  G..    Fiftieth  Illinois    Infantry,   and 


served  faithfully  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Immedi- 
ately after  his  return  home  he  turned  his  attention 
to  agriculture  and  took  charge  of  a  large  farm  of 
which  he  had  complete]  control  and  management 
for  two  years.  Through  the  two  years  following, 
his  time  was  spent  in  attending  the  Business  Col- 
lege at'Quincy,  111.,  where  he  both  received  and 
imparted  instruction.  The  next  e'ight  years  of  his 
life  were  very  busy  ones,  fully  occupied  by  the 
nursery  and  farming  business  to  which  he  devoted 
much  cf  his  time,  and  also  to  the  school  work 
which  occupied  his  attention  during  the  winter 
months.  In  addition  to  the  mental  labor  which 
these  occupations  naturally  called  for,'the  subject 
of  this  sketch  took  charge  of  night  classes  in  pen- 
manship. 

In  1882  our  subject  commenced  to  study  medi- 
cine, and  possessing  mental  power  and  undaunted 
energy,  graduated  from  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  in  the  class  of  1883-84,  and  since  that  time 
Dr.  Strode  has  practiced  his  chosen  profession  in 
Bernadotte  Township.  He  has  endeared  himself  to 
the  hearts  of  those  in  the  communitj-,  and  is  uni- 
versally respected  and  esteemed.  On  December  25, 
1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia 
Steele,  the  second  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Steele,  de- 
ceased, of  Astoria,  HI.,  and  they  lived  most  happily 
together  until  death  claimed  the  wife  December  23, 
1888.  She  left  a  devoted  husband  and  four  loving 
children  to  mourn  her  loss.  These  children  were 
named  respectively:  Winifred,  Muriel,  Walter  L. 
and  John  W.  The  eldest  daughter  married  Mel- 
bourne H.  Morrison,  and  they  reside  in  Bernadotte 
Township.  The  other  three  children  continue  to 
live  with  their  father  on  the  old  homestead. 

Dr.  Strode  is  President  of  the  Scientific  Associa- 
tion of  Fulton  County,  111.,  a  member  of  the  Mili- 
tary Tract  Medical  Association  of  this  State,  of  the 
American  Conchologists  Association  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  corresponding  member  of  several 
Eastern  scientific  societies,  and  is  a  regular  con- 
tributor to  several  literary  and  scientific  journals. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
Fulton  County,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of  Berna- 
dotte Township  during  the  past  ten  years.  Politic- 
ally, he  is  a  Republican  and  a  stanch  supporter  of 
party  principles.     He  has  recently    advertised    his 
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place  as  a  summer  resort  and  at  the  present  writing 
liis  beautiful  residence  is  filled  with  appreciative 
guests    from    Peoria,   Pekin  and    numerous    other 


WJLLIAM  H.  BABCOCK,  a  resident  of  Ban- 
ner Township,  is  one  of  the  large  land- 
,  ^  owners  and  progressive  farmers  to  whom 
it  owes  its  rank  among  the  divisions  of  the  county. 
Ik'  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  that  has 
been  so  managed  as  to  keep  up  its  natural  fertility', 
and  even  increase  its  productiveness  by  wise  rota- 
tion of  the  mixed  crops  raised  by  the  owner.  Mr. 
Babcock  was  reared  amid  the  surCoundings  of  rural 
life  and  at  an  early  period  of  his  history  became 
acquainted  with  methods  of  agriculture.  He,  there- 
fore, understands  his  vocation  and  is  enabled  to 
pursue  it  successfully. 

The  Empire  State  claims  our  subject  as  one  of 
her  sons,  his  birth  having  taken  place  in  Yates 
County,  January  18,  1835.  His  parents  removed 
to  Ohio  when  he  was  quite  small,  and  he  grew 
to  maturity  there,  enjoying  only  the  educational 
privileges  of  the  district  school.  In  1858,  having 
heard  much  of  the  fertility  of  the  Prairie  Slate,  he 
came  hither,  finding  work  on  a  farm  during  the 
summer.  He  felt  the  need  of  a  better  prepara- 
tion for  business  dealings  and  went  to  New  York 
in  order  to  attend  the  commercial  college  in  Buf- 
falo. There  he  met  Miss  Lucy  I.  Swarts,  who 
won  his  best  affections  by  her  pleasing  manners, 
her  useful  ways  and  her  worth  of  character. 

After  a  successful  wooing  Mr.  Babcock  led  Miss 
Swarts  to  the  hymeneal  altar  March  16,  1859,  and 
returning  to  the  West  with  his  bride,  began  farm- 
ing in  McDonough'  County.  In  1861  he  returned 
to  Ohio,  continuing  his  occupation  there  for  two 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  could  no 
longer  resist  the  cries  of  bis  country,  and  entered 
the  army.  His  name  was  enrolled  in  Company 
II,  Sixtieth  Ohio  Infantrj%  his  commanding  officers 
being  Capt.  Henry  R.  Stevens  and  Col.  Avery. 
The  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Second  Brig- 
ade,  Third    Division   and  Ninth   Army  Corps,  the 


division  commander  being  Gen.  Wilcox  and  the 
corps  led  by  Gen.  Burnside.  They  were  assigned 
to  duty  as  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  bore  a  hand  in  some  of  the  most  terrible  con- 
tests of  the  war. 

The  first  heavy  engagement  in  nliiuh  Mr.  Bab- 
cock participated  was  the  Battle  of  the  WilcUrness, 
the  regiment  having  crossed  the  Rapidan  on  pon- 
toon bridges  and  gone  into  the  light  near  the  old 
tavern,  in  support  of  the  Fourteenth  Regulars. 
After  the  battle  they  marched  to  Spottsylvania 
Court-house,  where  they  were  the  first  to  enter  tlie 
fight  and  took  four  hundred  Confederate  pris- 
oners. The  next  contest  was  at  Cold  Harbor,  then 
South  Anne  River,following  which  the3'  were  under 
fire  daily  until  they  reached  the  James  River,  June 
17,  1864.  From  that  time  until  October  our  sub- 
ject took  part  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Armj-  of  the 
Potomac,  but  was  then  taken  seriously  ill  and  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  City  Point.  Thence  he  was 
transferred  to  McDougal  Hospital,  at  Ft.  Schuyler, 
New  York  Harbor,  remaining  there  until  Novem- 
ber, when  he  received  a  sick  furlough  and  visited 
his  family  in  the  Buckeye  State. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  Mr.  Babcock 
was  transferred  to  Tripler  Hospital,  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  March,  1865,  when 
he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  South  Side  Railroad, 
in  Virginia.  The  command  staid  there  until  the 
surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  then  took  part  in  the 
Grand  Review  in  Washington,  when  Company-  H 
was  put  on  detached  service  and  guarded  the  Old 
Capital  Prison  in  that  city.  Mr.  Babcock  was  on 
duty  the  day  of  the  execution  of  the  Lincoln  con- 
spirators. The  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  August,  1865,  and 
our  subject  remained  in  that  city  until  the  next 
year,  when  he  removed  to  Henry  County,  Mo.  For 
about  eight  years  the  family  made  their  home 
there,  then  in  1874  came  to  this  county  and  lo- 
cated upon  the  fine  farm  that  is  now  their  place 
of  abode. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  of  whom  the 
following  may  be  noted :  Ella  V.,  born  S(!ptember 
29,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  JIartin,  living 
in  Peoria  County;  Emma  J.,  born  April   12,  1863, 
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is  a  typewriter  and  now  in  Tacoma,  Wash.;  Will- 
iam A.,  born  July  7,  1867,  married  Eiizabetli  Ben- 
son and  lives  in  Banner  Township;  Lucy  A.,  born 
August  2,  1871,  is  still  witli  her  parents;  so  also 
are  Charles  A.,  born  February  24.  1879,  and  Bertha 
A.,  April  6,  1881.  The  household  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Babcock  likewise  includes  the  mother  of  the 
former  and  the  father  of  the  latter.  Mrs.  Jane 
Babcock  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  May  2,  1815, 
and  has  therefore  long  since  passed  the  allotted  age 
of  mankind.  Abraham  Swarts  was  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1804,  and  is  an  old  Royal  Arch  Mason,  hav- 
ing taken  the  degrees  in  1848. 

In  commemoration  of  the  weary  months  spent  in 
his  country's  service,  whose  trials  and  successes  he 
lives  over  with  his  comrades,  Mr.  Babcock  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Joe  Hooker  Post.  No.  69,  G.A.R.,  at  Canton. 
He  is  identified  with  Banner  Grange,  P.  of  H. 
His  political  adherence  is  given  to  the  principles 
of  Republicanism.  He  is  now  serving  acceptably 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  been  School  Di- 
rector. Reliable  in  citizenship,  kindly  and  consid- 
erate in  neighborly  associations,  and  honorable  in 
his  dealings,  Mr.  Babcock  is  held  in  respect  by  his 
fellow-men,  while  as  an  .igricuUurist  he  stands 
above  par. 


^^EORGE  COZINE.  This  gentleman  now  oc 
r||  (—1  cupies  his  father's  homestead  in  Lewislown 
^^  Township,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  west  of  the 
county  seal.  He  is  well-known  throughout  this 
vicinity  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  having  been 
for  many  years  located  in  Lewistown,  and  still  car- 
rying on  his  work  in  and  about  that  city.  He  is  a 
skillful  worker,  thoroughly  cognizant  of  the  value 
of  different  materials,  and  in  the  carrying  out  of 
the  engagements  made,  is  reliable  and  straightfor- 
ward. In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  both  his 
wife  and  himself  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  Cozine  family  is  of  German  extraction  but 
was  represented  in  Pennsylvania  several  genera- 
tions since.  In  that  State,  Garret  Cozine  was  born, 
reared  and  married,  removing  thence  to  Kentucky 


and  becoming  a  pioneer  of  Mercer  County.  There 
he  resided  until  l835,  when  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind.,  spending  the  rem- 
nant of  his  days  upon  it  and  dying  when  eighty- 
four  years  old.  His  wife  was  also  of  German 
ancestry,  and  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  She 
died  at  the  same  age  her  husband  did,  but  two 
years  before  his  decease.  To  this  couple  was  born 
a  son,  Cornelius,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Ken- 
tucky, dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  His  wife  was 
Jenny  Van  Arsdall,  also  of  Kentucky. 

In  the  family  of  Cornelius  and  Jenny  Cozine  was 
a  son.  Garret,  whose  birth  took  place  in  Harrods- 
burg,  Mercer  County',  Ky.,  March  19,  1810.  After 
reaching  mature  years  he  married  Susan  Beadles,  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  and  directly  after  their 
marriage  the  young  couple  emigrated  to  Indiana, 
performing  their  journey  with  teams  in  accordance 
with  the  custom  of  the  times.  They  located  in 
Hendricks  County  upon  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
building  a  log  cabin,  in  wliich  three  of  their  chil- 
dren were  born.  After  eight  years  they  changed 
their  residence  to  Morgan  County,  whence,  in  1849, 
they  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Lewislown.  Fur 
four  j-ears  Mr.  Cnzine  rented  a  farm,  then  bought 
that  now  occupied  by  his  son,  our  subject,  which 
he  cleared  and  improved,  residing  there  until  his 
death",  April  15,  1888.  His  good  wife  passed 
away  November  6,  1872. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
John  and  Elizabeth  Beadles,  the  father  a  son  of 
Rice  Beadles,  of  whom  mention  is  made  in  a 
sketch  of  Nathan  Beadles,  which  is  included  in 
this  Album.  The  parents  of  our  subject  reared 
nine  children,  of  whom  George  is  the  eldest. 
William  H.,  the  second  child,  is  also  represented  in 
this  volume;  Simon  is  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Almira 
Trilibet  lives  in  Bern.adotle.  James  died  in  Wabash 
County,  111.,  March  12,  1890;  Joseph  R.  resides  in 
Wabash  County,  111.;  Mrs.  Mar3'  Chambers,  Mrs. 
.Susan  A.  Black  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Houston  are  ail 
deceased. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  wp  write  is  a  native  of 
Hendricks  County,  Ind.,  born  January  18,  1838. 
He  was  in  his  twelfth  year  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  this  Slate,  where  he  attended  school, 
and   assisted  on  the  farm,  until   eighteen  years  of 
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ngp.  He  then  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, serving  under  Jacob  Brown  two  yeai-s. 
After  this  he  began  business  as  a  contr;ictor  and 
buihier  and  has  continued  to  make  this  his  occupa- 
tion until  the  present  time.  With  the  exception  of 
two  3ears  spent  in  ;\IcDonougli  County,  an(]  one 
summer  in  Iowa,  Lewistown  was  liis  place  of  resi- 
dence until  1884,  when  he  purchased  his  father's 
homestead  and  removed  thereto. 

Mr.  Cozine  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  1858, 
to  Miss  Irene  Beadles,  a  native  of  this  county, 
daughter  of  Anderson  and  Nancy(  Wilcox)  Bea<l!ps. 
She  survived  until  188b.  when  she  was  borne  to  the 
tomb,  her  death  not  only  leaving  a  great  voiil  in 
the  family  circle,  but  being  mourned  by  many 
friends.  .She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  all 
lioys,  bearing  the  names  respectively  of  Oliver, 
William,  Ezra,  and  Ralph.  In  1883  Mr.  Cozine 
was  again  married,  his  bride  being  Miss  Jennie 
Kenney,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind., 
and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Lucinda  Kenney. 
This  marriage  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  two 
dau"hters,  Zuleime  and  Edith. 


,p^  QUIRE  JAMES  OR  WIG  is  a  jovial,  pleas- 
^^^  ant  gentleman  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
jll/^  know  and  who  has  many  warm  personal 
friends  not  only  in  Cass  Township,  where 
he  resides,  but  throughout  Eulton  County-.  He  is 
.in  active  politician  and  takes  a  prominent  [)art  in 
all  public  affairs  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  makes  bis  home.  By 
means  of  energy,  tact  and  good  judgment  he  has 
made  a  success  in  evcr3-  business  he  has  undertaken 
and  has  secured  a  comfortable  home.  His  estate 
is  a  valuable  one,  comprising  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 1,  and  here  he  has  lived  for  thirteen  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Margaret 
(Baughman)  Orwig,  were  natives  of  Ohio,  where 
they  were  married  and  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1837.  During  their  residence  in  Rich- 
land County,  that  State,  our  subject  was  born  Au- 
gust 18,  1835,  and  two  years  later  they  removed 
with  their   family  to  Eulton   County,  111.,    settling 


in  Cass  Township  upon  the  i)lace  where  J<>hn  Ellis 
now  resides.  It  was  then  uncultivated  land,  in  a 
a  state  of  primitive  wildness,  and  covered  with 
a  heavy  growth  of  timber.  When  ihey  came  to 
this  county  their  worldly  possessions  consistedjof 
five  ninety  cent  pieces,  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  two 
vvagons.  Here  they  bioke  the  virjiin  Soil,  and  con- 
tinued to  otherwise   improve  il   until    1,S47.    when 

I   they  removed  south  of  that  location. 

The  father  died  in    1875  at   the  old    homestead, 

;    and  the    mother  survived    until    Christmas    Day, 

j  1889.  They  wore  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  was 
less  than  two  j-ears  old  when  his  parents  brought 
him  to  Illinois,  and  here  he  has  since  remained. 
His  education  w.as  a  good  common-school  one,  and 
he  was  early  trainer!  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
lived  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  his 

I  twenty-second  year,  when  he  began  a  business 
career  for  himself. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated 
June  21,  1857,  when  Miss  Martha  James  .Stewart, 
daughter  of  Cornelius  Stewart,  of  Lewistown 
Township,  this  county,  became  his  bride.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  was  their  home  for  three  years,  thence  they 
removed  to  Harris  Township,  where  they  sojourned 
five  years,  and  then  removed  to  their  present 
estate.  On  September  l(t,  1882,  the  wife  died,  leav- 
ing a  family  of  nine  children,  of  wliom  the  follow- 
ing are  living:  Cornelius  R.,  who  married 
Jeannctte  Headley,  lives  in  Colorado  Springs;  E. 
P.,  who  married  Miss  Elora  Ray,  at  the  present 
time  resides  in  Marietta;  James  W.,  William  O., 
Henry  E.,  and  Albertus,  all  of  whom  are  mimarried 
and  reside  at  home.  They  are  successful  in  busi- 
ness and  popular  in  the  communities  where  they 
live. 

The  'Squire  was  .again  married  December  14, 
1884,  when  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Perry  and 
Margaret  (Clayberg)  Wertman,  became  his  bride. 
Mrs.  Orwig  was  born  July  14,  1843,  in  Ashland 
County,  Ohio,  and  at  an  early  age  accompanied  her 
parents  to  Fulton  County,  where  she  gained  a 
thorough  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
district.     Only    two  children  were  born   of  their 
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union,  a  hoy  and  a  gill,  who  died  in  early  infancy. 
Mrs.  Orwig  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  the  'Squire  has  belonged  to  the 
ITnited  Brethren  Church  for  thirty  years.  They 
are  both  greatly  interested  in  religious  affairs,  espe- 
cially .Sunday-scliool  work,  and  he  has  been  Super- 
intendent for  some  time. 

The  Democratic  party  finds  in  'Squire  Orwig  an 
active  supporter.  He  is  influential  in  business  cir- 
cles, and  has  served  as  Road  Commissioner,  School 
Director,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  owns  a  val- 
uable estate  upon  which  he  has  built  a  handsome 
house  and  other  needed  structures,  and  in  various 
ways  he  has  improved  his  farm.  He  is  also  inter- 
ested in  fine  horses,  and  owns  an  English-bred 
horse,  which  was  imported  in  1883,  and  is  valued 
ati>l,500.  He  also  has  in  his  possession  a  very 
fine  Norman  horse.  To  such  as  he.  is  Cass  Town- 
ship indebted  for  the  enviable  reputation  it  sus- 
tains throughout  the  county  as  a  fine  business  cen- 
ter and  a  splendid  agricultural  region. 


lliORGE  W.  RAY.  In  connection  with  this 
personal  sketch  tiie  reader  will  notice  a 
I'iew  of  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Ray,  with  its 
various  appurtenances.  The  owner  and  operator  of 
this  fine  property  comes  of  substantial  ancestry  and 
was  born  in  Ashe  County,  N.  C,  near  Jefferson, 
July  24,  1843.  His  father,  William  Ray,  and 
grandfather,  James  Ra^'.  were  also  natives  of  that 
county  and  State,  while  the  great  grandfather,  Jesse 
Rp.y,  was  born  in  Ireland.  The  latter,  in  company 
with  three  of  his  brothers,  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  North  Carolina,  being  at  one  time  a  very 
extensive  farmer  in  that  region.  He  attained  his 
eightieth  year  and  reared  a  large  f am ilj'  of  children, 
namely:  William,  John,  James,  Jeremiaii,  Hiram, 
Betsy.  (Mrs.  Calloway),  and  Polly,  (Mrs.  Parsons). 
Grandfallier  James  Ray  married  Jane  Harden,  and 
they  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  viz:  Jesse, 
William,  Hiram,  Henry,  Emeline,  George  W.  and 
Hilton. 

William  Ray  was  a  natural  mechanic,  and  oper- 


ated a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  build- 
ing the  residence  and  barns  himself.  He  was  a  man 
of  moie  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  independent 
in  politics.  His  death  occurred  in  1884,  after  lie 
had  attained  his  seventy-third  year;  his  mother 
previous  to  her  marriage  was  Miss  Anna  Faw  and 
was  also  a  native  of  Ashe  County,  N.  C.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  noted  for  her 
goodness,  dying  when  about  fift3'-Uve  years  of  age. 
The  parental  family  included  eight  children,  viz: 
J.  Jordon;  Henry  H.;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Scott; George 
W.,  John  A  ,  Lee  R.,  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Edwards)  and 
Thomas  F. 

Oursul>ject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  attending  the 
schools  in  his  district  through  the  winter  months 
and  working  on  the  farm  in  the  summer.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War, 
in  Company  B.,  Sixth  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  and 
did  duty  mostly  in  skirmish  and  picket  line.  He 
was  mustered  out  February  28,  1865,  after  an 
honorable  career  as  a  soldier.  WMien  peace  was 
once  more  restored  he  came  to  Fulton  County,  and 
settled  in  Liverpool  Township.  On  August  16, 
1866,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
II,  where  he  now  re  sides. 

The  land  at  thai  time  was  covered  with  an  im- 
mense growth  of  timber  and  was  in  a  piimitive 
condition.  He  built  a  house  in  the  woods  and  at 
the  present  time  has  liis  estate  highly  improved, 
erecting  his  handsome  residence  in  1873.  His 
liarns  are  large  and  substantial.  Besides  farming 
he  is  also  interested  in  stock  raising.  He  has  found 
a  worthy  helpmate  in  all  his  enterprises  in  his  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  June  24,  1866. 
She  bore  the  name  of  Mrs.  Anna  A.  ( Willcockson ) 
Vail.  They  have  no  children,  but  adopted,  at  the 
age  of  ten  weeks,  a  daughter,  Mary  A.,  who  was 
born  in  Lewistown,  November  4,  1868.  She  is 
highly  accomplished  and  well  educated,  having 
been  given  every  advantage  that  the  schools  of  the 
vicinity  afforded.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  politically,  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. She  has  one  son  by  her  first  marriage,  viz., 
Joseph  C.  Vail,  who  is  prominent  and  higlilj'  re- 
spected. 

Mrs.  Ray  was  born  in  Estill  County,  Ky.,  and  be- 
longs to  an  old  and  highly  honored    family.      Her 
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great-grandfather,  John  Willcockson  was  born  in 
A^^ales  and  upon  conning  to  America,  settled  in 
North  Carolina,  where  he  was  occupied  as  a  farmer 
and  mechanic.  He  is  reputed  to  have  been  the 
possessor  of  marked  genius,  and  was  endowed  with 
strong  faculties  and  a  generous  heart.  He  married 
Racliel  Boone,  a  sister  of  Daniel  Boone,  the  famous 
Kentucky  pioneer.  She  was  a  woman  of  remark- 
able mind  and  possessed  a  keen  sense  of  justice  and 
an  appreciation  of  all  that  was  good,  being,  in  fact, 
a  remarkable  woman.  She  was  the  mother  of  a  large 
famil3'.  and  when  old  age,  creeping  on  apace,  de- 
prived her  of  her  natural  activity,  she  made  her 
liorae  witli  her  grandson,  Jesse  Wil'cockson  and 
there  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Samuel  Willcockson,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
R.ay,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  whence  at  an 
early  date  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  settling  at 
Uoonesborough  and  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  that  section  of  the  State.  He  was  a  broad- 
minded,  generous-hearted  man  and  died  in  1825, 
after  reaching  his  sixtieth  year.  His  wife,  who  bore 
tlio  maiden  name  of  Anna  Jordon,  came  to  Fulton 
County  in  1830  with  her  son,,  Elijah  Willcockson, 
and  there  died  when  eighty-four  years  of  age.  Of 
tlieir  union  ten  children  were  born,  namely :  Squire, 
Samuel,  Elijah,  Isaiah,  Alfred,  Jesse,  Sarah, 
Francis,  Mary  and  Debbie. 

Elijah  Willcockson,  the  father  of  Mrs.  RaN-,  was 
born  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C.  July  24,  1789,  and 
in  1815  moved  to  Estill  County,  K}'.,  where  the 
land  was  mountainous  and  wild  game  abundant.  He 
moved  to  Fulton  County  in  October,  1830.  and 
after  reaching  here  the  family  spent  the  winter 
following  their  arrival  in  a  small  log  cabin  on  the 
banks  of  Little  Sister  Creek,  a  place  then  ov^ned  by 
.lohn  Ferris.  The  follov/ing  spring  Mr.  Willcock- 
son  purchased  a  quarter-section  of  Government 
land  on  section  5.  Liverpool  Township.  He  was  a 
liard-working  man,  a  good  manager  and  soon  cleared 
his  land.  He  was  prosperous  and  after  giving  each 
of  his  boys  a  quarter  section  of  land,  still  had  sev- 
eral hundred  acres  left. 

Mr.  Willcockson  was  a  volunteer  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  served  two  years  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  first  as  Lieutenant  and  then  as  Captain.  He 
was  a  man  of  wonderful  ability  and  strict  integrity 


and  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  through- 
out this  lection  of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  faithful  members  of  the  Regular  Baptist 
Church  and  cast  his  vote  with  the  Democratic 
party,  for  a  number  of  years  sei  ving  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  having  charge  of  many  of  the  chief 
offices  in  this  township.  His  death  occurred  July 
3,  1860,  and  at  his  funeral  his  descendants  were 
represented  by  twelve  grown  children  and  his  pos- 
terity numbered  one  hundred  and  fourteen. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Ray  was  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, Charlotte  Calloway,  and  was  born  in  Ashe 
County,  N.  C,  April  2,  1792.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  sixty  years  of 
her  life.  Of  her  union  were  born  fourteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  have  families  of  their  osvn.  The 
survivors  are:  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Cope;  Anna  A.,  Mrs. 
Ra3>;  Marshall  N..  James  C,  and  Jeremiah  F.  The 
deceased  are  Zerilda,  Jesse  B.,  Nane3^  M.,  Elijah 
C.  Andrew  J.,  Isaiah  M.,  Elizabeth  C,  Charlotte 
and  America.  The  mother  died  June  18,  1874,  at 
which  time  she  had  descendants  to  the  fifth  genera- 
tion living  and  her  posterity  numbered  two  hun- 
dred and  four.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Ray,  Col  Elijah  Calloway,  was  a  distinguished  citi- 
zen and  for  many  years  a  prominent  and  honored 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina. 


AMES  BURNETT.  One  of  the  valuable 
farms  of  Fairview  Township  is  located  on 
section  18,  and  comprises  one  hundred  acres 
owned  and  operated  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  and  represented  by  a  view  on  another  page 
of  this  volume.  The  rciidence  is  a  handsome  and 
commodious  one,  and  is  located  on  what  was  the 
old  Burnett  homestead.  Other  buildings  necessary 
for  storage  of  farming  implements  and  grain  are 
to  be  found  conveniently  located  and  the  thrifty 
air  betokens  the  careful  supervision  of  the  husband- 
man. 

In  1836  the  parents  of  our  subject,  William  and 
Sarah  (Poland)  Burnett,  removed  from  their  home 
in  Virginia  to  Illimns,  locating  in  Fulton  County 
and  buying  a  claim    whose  only  improviim-nt  w.as 
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a  log  cabin.  The  father  at  once  entered  upon  the 
hard  task  of  developing  a  comfortable  home  in  the 
raw  land  and  in  his  efforts  was  prospered,  becom- 
ing well-to-do  and  gaining  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  Prior  to  his  parents'  removal  to  Illinois, 
our  subject  was  born  Februar}-  4,  183.5,  =n  Virginia 
and  was  accordingly  about  one  \ear  old  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  the  Prairie  State. 

For  further  parental  history  see  sketch  of  George 
Burnett,  a  brother  of  our  subject  and  represented 
on  another  page.  When  ready  to  establish  home 
ties  of  his  own,  James  Burnett  was  united  in  mar- 
riage at  the  age  of  twetity-three  years,  with  Miss 
PJiza  McFarLanfl.  Of  their  union  five  children 
were  born,  three  of  whom  died  in  infanc}'.  Mary 
Vanora  married  Scott  Montwaller  and  died  in  1881 
leaving  one  child  named  Iceal;  William  Alexander 
married  Miss  Mattie  McCoy  and  they  have  two 
children,  Susan  Iceal  and  James  F..  Their  home  is 
on  a  farm  in  Fulton  County,  111.  Mrs.  Burnett  died 
in  1862  at  the  age  of  forty-niue  years.  On  the  20th 
of  October,  1864,  our  subject  was  a^ain  married, 
his  bride  being  Miss  Phojbe  Eaton,  whose  parents 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  are  now  residents 
of  Missouri.  Of  this  union  two  children  have  been 
born — Earl  Commodore  anl  Dell  Roy. 

In  1859  our  subject  went  to  Pike's  Peak  with 
William  Be'er  and  Dr.  McFarland.  They  made  the 
trip  in  wagons,  starting  in  March  and  reaching 
their  destination  the  latter  part  of  July.  After 
prospecting  about  for  some  time  without  anj'  suc- 
cess, they  returned  as  far  as  Southern  Kansas  and 
there  Mr.  Burnett  took  up  a  claim,  but  after  break- 
ing the  land,  he  left  and  traveled  through  the  In- 
dian Territory  and  Texas.  For  six  months  he  never 
slept  in  a  house,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  when  he 
lelurned  to  Illinois  he  was  well  and  strong,  although 
when  starting  on  the  trip  he  was  exceedingly  ill. 

In  1865  Mr.  Burnett  removed  to  Sagetown,  Hen- 
derson Countj',  this  State  and  engaged  in  the  ho- 
tel business  for  about  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  returning  to  the  farm  and  devoting  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  property. 
He  h.as  labored  with  such  success  that  he  has  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  competency  and  is  inde- 
pendent. Politically  he  is  a  member  of  the  Demo 
cratic  party  and  a  firm   believer  in   the  principles 


of  that  organization.  His  success  has  not  been  at- 
tained without  difficulties  but  his  life  verifies  the 
old  belief  that  ever^'thing  is  possible  to  the  man 
possessing  energy  and  good  judgment. 


PELAXEY  E.  HUGHES,  minister  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  Cuba,  was  born  in  Ful- 
ton County,  III,  September  11,  1852,  and 
is  thus  in  the  prime  of  a  stalwart  manhood.  He 
has  devoted  his  life  to  the  salvation  of  others,  and 
in  his  chosen  field  has  been  greatly  prospered.  In 
all  things  he  proves  that  his  desire  is  not  '-to  be 
seen  cf  men"  or  win  tlieir  approbation,  but  to 
earn  the  consciousness  of  discharging  the  ordinarj- 
duties  of  life  in  an  upright  manner.  Not  only  is 
he  highly  e&teemed  by  those  of  his  own  church, 
but  his  name  is  the  synonym  for  integrity  and 
probity  where  it  is  known. 

Near  Wheeling,  Va.,  Robert  Hughes,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1783,  and  there  lived 
until  he  had  attained  years  of  maturity.  He  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and  was  married 
three  times,  his  third  wife  bearing  the  name  of 
Hannah  Reeves  (Schooley)  Durham.  She  was  born 
in  Waj'ne  County,  Ohio,  August  11,  1817,  and 
bore  her  husband  one  child,  a  son,  Delaney.  In 
1832  Robert  Hughes  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  set- 
tled in  Fulton  Count}',  where  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Farmers'  Town- 
ship. He  accumulated  a  vast  property,  which,  at 
his  death,  was  divided  among  his  heirs. 

In  his  religious  belief  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  first  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcojjal 
Church,  and  later  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  was 
always  deeply  interested  in  religious  matters,  and 
was  an  exhorter  and  faithful  worker  in  the  church. 
Every  resident  of  the  township  and  county  held 
him  in  high  regard,  and  because  of  this  affection 
which  he  always  inspired  in  the  hearts  of  acquaint- 
ances, he  was  called  '-Uncle  Bob"  by  friends  and 
neighbors.  By  his  first  trafriage  he  had  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  are  living — James  who  resides 
in  Lathrop,  Mo.,  and  Cintilda  (]\Irs.  Carithcrs). 
who  lives    in    Farmers'  Township.     Of  his  second 
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marriage  were  born  two  children — Susan.  Mrs. 
Fleming,  of  McLean  County,  111.,  and  Ann,  Mrs. 
Van  Meter,  of  Bloomington. 

Delane}'  Hughes  was  only  ten  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  deatii.  and  received  his  first  edu- 
cational training  in  Farmers'  Township.  When 
twelve  years  of  age  he  entered  Abingdon  College, 
Knox  Countj-,  111.,  and  there  completed  a  classical 
course.  After  leaving  college  he  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business,  but  continued  his  studies,  de- 
voting considerable  attention  to  music,  in  which 
he  made  marked  progress.  He  composed  both  secu- 
lar and  sacred  music,  his  selections  being  pub- 
lished in  Chicago  and  Cincinnati.  His  music  is 
generally  admired,  and  he  has  won  fame  as  a  com- 
poser. One  of  his  best  compositions  is  '-Out  in  the 
Storm,"  a  duet  published  by  J.  C.  Groene  tk  Co., 
Cincinnati.  lie  also  composes  band  music  and  ar- 
ranges beautiful  selections. 

In  1880  Mr.  Hughes  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  at  the  time  he  was  called 
to  tfke  charge  of  the  church  at  Cuba,  was  working 
as  a  jeweler.  However,  he  gave  up  his  secular 
pursuits  and  immediately  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  a  faithful  and  conscientious  minister;  in  less 
than  six  months  he  had  added  seventy-three  new 
members  to  the  church,  and  shortly  afterward  held 
a  revival  at  Ellisville,  and  there  converted  eighty- 
three  persons.  During  the  time  he  has  had  charge 
of  this  church  he  has  added  two  hundred  members 
to  the  fold,  and  greatly  increased  the  size  of  the 
Sunday-school,  besides  holding  revivals  elsewhere. 
In  his  home  life  as  well  as  in  his  ministerial  la- 
bors Mr.  Hughes  has  been  greatlj'  aided  by  his 
estimable  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage 
December  31,  1871.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she 
wiis  Miss  Arminda  C.  Powell,  and  her  parents,  Jo- 
se|ih  C.  and  Caroline  (Baughman)  Powell,  were 
natives  of  Ohio  and  Illinois  respectively.  At  dif- 
ferent periods  of  his  life  Mr.  Powell  was  a  farmer, 
merchant  and  banker,  and  is  now  living  retired  at 
Tal)le  Grove,  this  county,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1888.  She  was  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  which 
Mr.  Powell  also  'oelongs. 

Immediately  following  their  marriage  our  subject 
and  his  wife    located    in    Table  Grove,  but  eight 


years  afterward  removed  to  Clay  County,  Neb. 
From  there  they  removed  to  Iowa,  whence  after  a 
short  sojourn  they  settled  in  Illinois,  and  have 
continued  to  reside  at  their  pleasant  home.  To 
them  have  been  born  seven  children,  viz:  Aria 
J.,  born  September  1,  1872;  Iva,  born  March 
21,  1875  (deceased);  Jessie,  born  June  6,  1876 
(deceased);  Verc,  born  August  13,  1878;  Dor.a, 
August  25,  1881;  Royal  D.,  September  13,  1884. 
and  Eva  M.,  October  4,  1887.  The  children  are 
r?ceiving  good  educations  in  the  schools  of  Cuba, 
and  are  being  prepared  for  responsible  positions  in 
the  world.  Aria  J.  having  been  graduated  from  the 
High  School  in  1890  and  now  engaged  in  the  Watch 
Factory  <at  Springfield,  111. 

Mr.  Hughes  is  a  popular  man,  an  energetic  citi- 
zen and  a  self-sacrificing  minister.  He  is  a  strong 
believer  in  prohibition,  and  supports  the  Prohibi- 
tion party  by  his  influence  and  vote.  His  wqII- 
balanced  and  well-stored  mind  and  manly  character 
have  won  for  him  popularity  among  his  parish- 
ioners, while  his  natural  ability,  acquired  intelli- 
gence and  oratorical  powers  render  his  discourses 
winning  and  effective. 
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est,  good  judgment  in  the  application  of  theoreti- 
cal knowledge,  and  an  established  reputation  as 
practitioners.  One  of  this  class  is  the  subject  of 
this  brief  notice,  who  is  a  lan<lowner  in  Banner 
Township.  The  ofHce  of  Dr.  Logan  is  at  Breed's 
Station,  but  his  home  is  in  Monterey,  two  and  a 
half  miles  distant,  near  which  he  owns  two  hundred 
acres  of  fine  land.  He  has  a  successful  practice,  and 
is  gaining  in  popularity.  He  is  County  Physician 
this  year  for  Fulton  County. 

The  birthplace  of  Dr.  Logan  was  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  da}-  November  29,  184().  His 
parents  were  Thomas  .Land  Esther  (Allen  )  Logan, 
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now  deceased.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  he 
was  eiglileeii  years  of  age,  attending  the  district 
schools,  and  then  receiving  private  instruction  from 
II.  J.  Beutor.,  Esq..  wlio  was  afterward  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools  of  this  county.  M'e  next  find  the 
young  man  enlarging  his  fund  of  information  in 
Hillsdale  College,  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  during  the 
terms  of  1867-68.  Scliool-teaching  was  adopted 
by  liim  as  a  temporary  expedient  for  maintenance, 
and  while  instructing  others  three  years,  he  pursued 
the  study  of  medicine  under  John  Bacon,  M.  D., 
of  Ipava,  this  count3'. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  of  1871-72  Dr.  Logan 
attended  medical  lectures,  then  began  the  practice 
)i  his  profession  at  I^iverpool,  anil  after  an  experi- 
ence of  a  few  years,  took  up  his  study  again,  en- 
joying an  advanced  course  of  lectures  at  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago.  He  was  graduated  from 
tliat  well-known  institution  in  1878,  after  a  short 
attendance,  and  resumed  the  practical  duties  of  a 
physician.  He  constantly  endeavors  to  improve  in 
his  conception  of  the  needs  of  the  human  system, 
to  keep  himself  acquainted  with  the  latest  investi- 
gations of  anatomists  and  chemists,  and  to  use  judi- 
ciously the  remedies  that  are  already  known  as 
well  as  the  new  combinations  that  prove  worthy  of 
acceptance. 

The  first  marriage  of  Dr.  Logan  took  place  at  I 
the  bride's  home  in  Galesburg,  111.,  January  13, 
1875.  his  companion  on  the  interesting  occasion  be- 
ing Miss  Laura  Despain.  William  Despain,  the 
father  of  the  bride,  was  an  early  settler  in  the  Prai- 
rie State,  and  was  frequently  employed  by  the 
United  States  Government  as  a  private  detective. 
Mrs.  Laura  Logan  breathed  her  last  November  1  7, 
1880,  leaving  three  children,  namely:  William  J., 
born  May  24,  1876;  J.ay  Augustus,  June  15,  1878; 
and  Ettie,  January  23,  1880.  The  last  named  lives 
with  her  grandmother  Despain  at  Galesburg;  the 
others  are  with  their  father.  The  present  wife  of 
Dr.  Logan  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Maiy  C. 
Spencer,  and  became  his  bride  October  31,  1881. 
This  lady  is  well  known  throughout  the  county,  in 
which  her  father,  George  Spencer,  was  an  early  set- 
tler. She  was  carefully'  reared  by  worth}-  parents, 
and  is  a  capable,  efficient  woman,  intelligent  and 
courteous.    The  last  marriage  of  the  Doctor  has  re- 


sulted in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Laura   Belle,  born 
October  27,  1883. 

Dr.  Logan  is  quite  interested  in  social  orders,  as  is 
evinced  by  his  membership'in  Morning  Star  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,at  Canton,  and  Banner  Grange.  P.  of 
H.  He  is  a  Democrat  from  conviction,  and  an  ac- 
tive worker  for  the  party  policy,  not  only  support- 
ing it  by  his  ballot,  but  by  his  influence  and  pre- 
sentation of  its  principles  to  his  acquaintances. 


WTLLIAM  W.  xMEEK.  Among  the 
establishments  of  which  Canton 
^  ^  her  due  pro[)ortioa  may  be  numbered  the 
grocery  house  of 'the/gentleman' whose  name  in- 
troduces_this  sketch.  It  was  established  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century  since  on  the  site  it  still  occu- 
pies. No.  514,  South  Main  Street.  During  this 
period  it  has  grown  in  popularity  and  its  proprie- 
tor has  acquired  a  tlioroughly-established  reputa- 
tion as  a  man  possessed  of  business  tact  and  honor. 

In  the  paternal  line  Mr.  Meek  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction.  His  father,  Samuel  Meek,  and  his 
mother,  Susan  (Singer)  Meek,  were  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  occupation  of  the  father  was  that  of 
a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  left 
motherless  when  two  years  old,  hut  remained  with 
his  father  until  he  iiad  attained  almost  to  his  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Meek  was  born  in  Brooke  CountA^AV".  Ya.,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Wellsbiirg,  May  1  4,  1816.  He  had  the 
advantage  of  good  instruction  in  private  schools 
and  when  not  occupied  in  study  worked  with  liis 
father  on  the  farm  until  about  eighteen  years  old. 
When  twenty  years  of  age  he  began  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself,  entering  a  paper-mill  as  partner, 
being  associated  with  two  others  in  the  manufacture 
of  ail  kinds  of  wrapping  and  printing  paper.  Their 
establishment  vvas  at  Wellsburg  where  our  subject 
remained  in  business  three  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  obtaining  a  posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  a  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  house, 
was  thus  occupied  three  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1857  Mr.  Meek  turned  his  foot- 
steps  westward,  making  his  first  settlement  at  Liv- 
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erpool,  this  county,  in  wlii<:li  place  he  sojourned 
tlii-ee  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  lie  re- 
moved to  Canton  and  for  three  years  served  as  a 
clerk  in  the  general  mercantile  establishment  of 
David  Williams.  We  next  find  him  established  in 
tiie  business  whicii  he  is  still  s\iccessfully  conduct- 
in. <>■. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her  girl- 
hood as  Miss  Anna  Doddridge.  She  was  born  in 
Wellsburg,  Va..  July  30,  1820,  her  father,  Philip 
Doddridge,  being  of  English  descent  and  her 
mother  of  Penns3lvania  ancestry.  She  was  united 
to  our  subject  in  1841  and  lias  continually  proved 
her  worth  as  a  capable  housewife,  a  sympathizing 
companion  and  a  devoted  mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
IMeek  have  four  living  chihlren.  the  youngest, 
Laura,  being  still  at  home.  Julia  is  the  wife  of 
Milo  Farwell,  now  residing  in  Kansas;  Anna  mar- 
ried Frank  Randolph,  of  this  count}';  Nellie  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Farwell,  their  home  being  in  Kansas. 
Mr.  Meek  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter  of  the 
principles  advocated  by  the  Republican  party.  A 
law-abiding  citizen,  possessed  of  good  social  quali- 
ties and  excellent  character,  he  is  held  in  good  re- 
pute by  neighbors  and  friends. 
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fILLIAM  EDWARD  KES.SLER.  Among 
the  biographical  sketches  and  portraits 
W^  presented  to  the  readers  of  this  volume,  is 
that  of  Mr.  Kessler,  a  retired  farmer  residing  .at 
No.  516  North  Main  Street,  Canton.  He  is  enter- 
prising and  well-to-do  and  from  his  valuable 
property  derives  a  handsome  income.  He  is  re- 
garded with  great  respect  by  all  who  know  him,  as 
a  man  of  solid  worth  and  unswerving  integrity. 
Of  sincere  religious  character,  he  was  formerly 
connected  witii  the  Lutheran  Ciiurch,  but  is  now 
an  esteemed  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Can- 
ton. Politically  he  was  at  one  time  a  Democrat, 
but  now  he  and  his  familj'^are  firm  Prohibitionists. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Jefferson,  Washington  County, 
Rid.,  Mr.  Kessler  w.as  born  December  2,  1827.  and 
is  of  German  deeceut.  The  father,  Samuel  Kessler, 


who  was  born  in  the  same  place  and  was  a  son  of 
Andrew  Kessler,[married|Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter 
of  John  Stonebreaker,  and  of^German  antecedents. 
She  was  also  a  native  of  Maryland,  where  she  was 
reared  and  married,  and  where  both  she  and^her 
husband  died.  The  latter  passes!  from  the  scenes 
of  an  active  [lifej  when' his  son,  [our]  subject,  was 
only  four'years  old,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  his 
life  was  still  farther  saddened  by  the  death  of  his 
mother.  They  were  honorable,  upright  citizens 
and  were  universally  esteemed  for  their  many 
sterling  traits  of  character. 

The  parental  family  comprised  five  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  and  a  brother,  Henry  N.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Perry,  Iowa,  are  the  only'Surrivors.  John 
and  Samuel  died  after  attaining  their  majority; 
Mary  M.  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  At  the 
time  of  the  mother's  death,  William  was  engaged 
in  learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education  at  Clear 
Springs,  Md.,  but  was  compelled  to  leave  school  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  start  out  in  life  for 
himself.  Being  a  conscientious  workman,  he  ac- 
quired a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  trade,  and  in 
his  early  manhood  went  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he 
found  employment  as  a  carpenter.  Later  he  re- 
moved to3Polo,  Ogle  County,  111. 

For  fifteen  years  after  Mr.  Kessler's  arrival  in 
Fulton  County,  which  important  event  occurred  in 
1857,  he  carried  on  his  business  as  a  carpenter  and 
builder.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  located  on 
a  farm  which  he  had  purchased  in  Canton  Township. 
Here  he  continued  to  reside  for  the  ensuing  eight- 
een years,  improving  the  place  and  bringing  the 
land  to  a  liigh  state  of  cultivation.  He  became 
well-known  throughout  the  township  as  a  man  of 
sterling  enterprise  and  worthy  character,  and  was 
one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  the  community. 
Finall}',  feeling  that  the  years  of  his  more  active 
labor  were  ended,  he  resolved  to  move  into  the 
city  of  Canton. 

Accordingly,  after  renting  his  farm,  Mr.  Kessler 
moved  into  his  present  substantial,  well-furnished 
residence  in  Canton.  By  wise  economy  and  excel- 
lent management  he  has  acquired  wealth,  and  among 
other  valuable  possessions  owns  several  good  houses 
in   Canton,  whose   rental    brings  him   in  a  goodly 
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sum  of  money,  and  he  is  still  the  owner  of  the 
farm.  He  was  greatly  aided  by  his  faithful  wife 
and  devoted  helpmate,  to  whom  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1851.  Tlie  bride  was  Miss  Ann, 
daughter  of  a  Mr.  McLane,  a  native  of  Maryland, 
in  which  State  she  was  also  born.  She  possessed  a 
noble  character,  and  was  a  loving  wife  and  wise 
mother. 

Ten  children,  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living,  as 
follows:  Mary  L.,  wife  of  Thomas  Gentle;  Will- 
iam deceased;  John  L.,  a  farmer  in  Farmington 
Township;  Anna,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mitch- 
ell Harper  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  ;  Eva,  at 
home;  Mida,  wife-of  William  Myers,  of  this  town- 
ship; Carrie,  who  is  at  present  a  student  in  the 
LTniversity  at  Normal,  111;  and  Blanche  at  home. 
The  two  ciiildren  who  died  in  infancy  were  named 
Ell  ward  Nelson  and  Grace.  In  1884  death 
crossed  the  threshold  of  this  happy  home  and  re- 
moved the  wife  and  mother.  She  was  a  devoted 
member  of  llie  Lutheran  Cliurchand  was  a  woman 
of  many  Christian  virtues. 


im- 


^p^EORGE  WOODRUFF  is  the  gentlemanly 
jll  (=)  and  eflflcient  Postmaster  of  Farmington,  is 
^^i)  pre-eminent  in  the  business,  social,  religious 
and  political  life  of  this  part  of  Illinois,  and  no  one 
has  done  more  towards  building  up  its  varied  in- 
terests than  he.  Besides  attending  to  his  offlcial 
duties  he  conducts  an  extensive  grocery  and  meat 
business,  and  his  name  is  connected  with  various 
enterprises  that  have  been  inaugurated  in  this  sec- 
tion. 

Our  subject  is  derived  from  a  sterling  ancestry. 
The  Woodruffs  have  been  men  of  standing  and 
busintss  ability'  for  generations.  They  originally 
came  from  England  and  settled  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain Slate  before  the  Revolution,  when  it  was  a  part 
of  Massachusetts.  The  Burbridges,  his  mother's 
famil}',  were  also  of  English  extraction  and  they 
settled  in  Virginia  in  Colonial  times.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  in  the  Wiir  of  1812, 
and  also  served  in  two  or  three  Indian  wars  as  cap- 


tain and  at  one  time  was  captured  by  the  Indians; 
and  grandfather  Burbridge  was  also  in  the  War  of 
1812. 

Ilosea  Woodruff,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
well-known  to  the  citizens  of  Fulton  County,  and 
especiall3'  in  Farmington,  wiiere  in  early  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery  business. 
He  was  born  in  Vermont  among  the  Green  Moun- 
tains of  that  State,  and  when  he  was  six  years  old, 
his  parents,  Anthony  and  Martha  Woodruff,  re- 
moved to  New  York  where  he  grew  up.  The}'  later 
became  pioneers  of  Ohio  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter.  In  1842  became  to  Illinois  with 
his  first  wife,  and  the  six  children  born  of  their  un- 
ion. He  settled  at  Farmington  and  was  engaged  as 
a  general  merchant  here  for  a  few  years,  and  after 
he  had  become  a  well-to-do  man  he  interested  him- 
self in  the  coal  mining  and  wood  business  In  Peoria 
County.  He  operated  a  colliery,  situated  at  Reed's 
Landing,  which  was  one  of  the  first  coal  mines 
opened  in  this  State.  His  attempts  at  mining  ended 
disastrously  on  account  of  the  high  water  in  the 
Illinois  River  in  the  spring  of  1850,  whereby  he 
sustained  a  very  heavy  loss  which  almost  drove 
him  to  insolvency  and  he  never  fully  recovered  his 
former  financial  standing.  He  died  in  Farmington 
in  1868,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  His  wife 
died- at  the  age  of  fifty -seven  years  at  Canton,  and 
is  buried  at  Farmington.  By  the  last  union  the 
father  had  two  children — George  and  Luther.  The 
latter  was  killed  when  sixteen  3'ears  old  by  the  ac- 
cidental discharge  of  a  gun.  Of  the  six  children  of 
the  first  union  two  are  now  living — Dr.  .1.  Wood- 
ruff of  Roseburg,  Ore.  and  Mrs.  Jennie  Barton  of 
Joseph,  Ore.  The  mai<len  name  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Mary  J.  Burbridge,  and  she  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Catlin)  Bur- 
bridge, both  born  in  Virginia.  They  lived  in  Ohio 
awhile  before  they  came  to  Illinois. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  always  opposed  to 

slavery  and  was  a  stanch  Union  man.  He  was  very 

j    temperate  in  his  habits  and  for  many  years  he  was 

;   one  of  the  leading  officers  in  the  Baptist  Church  in 

I   Farmington.     He  was  pronounced  in  his  views  and 

i   it  was  an  easy  matter   to   find  him,    as    he   always 

stood  bravely  for  what  his   reason  and   conscience 

told  him  was  right.     He  held  various  township  of- 
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flees  in  B'armington.  He  was  a  man  of  uneompi-om- 
ising  integritj',  was  even  tempered  and  made  a 
great  many  very  warm  friends;  even  now  twenty- 
two  years  since  liis  death,  the  older]  citizens  of 
Farmington  tliink  of  him  with  tenderness  and  re- 
gret. Only  a  few  days  ago  Mr.  Henry  Merrill,  an 
old  friend  of  his.  remarked  wilii  tears  in  his  eyes, 
"if  there  was  ever  a  man  I  loved,  that  man  was 
Hosea  Woodruff." 

The  subject  of  this  Ijiographical  review  was  Ijorn 
.lune  11,  1851,  at  Reed's  Landing  in  Peoria  County, 
while  his  father  was  engaged  in  the  coal  business 
there.  Sliortlj-  after  his  fatiier  returned  to  Farm- 
ington where  our  subject  grew  up.  He  had 
all  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  in  the  schools  of 
tliib  town,  which  he  attended  until  he  was  fifteen 
yea-s  old.  At  that  age  he  was  called  on  to  assist  in 
the  su|)port  of  the  family,  and  he  worked  at  car- 
pentering and  at  whatsoever  else  his  hands  could 
find  to  do.  His  father  took  building  contracts  for 
erecting  houses  and  bridges  and  he  also  contracted 
to  furnish  timber  for  railroads.  George  began  to 
work  in  the  woods  when  but  fourteen'and  learned 
to  swing  an  ax  with  the  ease  of  a  veteran  lumber- 
man. While  getting  out  timber  for  railways  the 
father  found  it  convenient  to  operate  a  steam  saw- 
mill and  the  son  being  then  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  old,  and  having  considerable  mechanical  gen- 
ins  was  employed  to  attend  to  the  machinery.  Af- 
ter a  3'ear  and  a  half  of  experience  around  the  sta- 
tionary sawmill  he  became  very  proficient  in  the 
management  of  the  engine,  and  when  but  sixteen 
years  old  he  obtained  a  position  as  engineer  in  the 
wool  cardijig  factory  of  Mr.  L.  Parish  of  Farming- 
ton,  receiving  in  payment  §40  per  month  for  about 
•I  year.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  work 
for  P.  P.  Chapman  as  a  laborer  in  his  lumber  yards, 
and  was  employed  by  him  by  the  day  the  ensuing 
year.  Gaining  the  confidence  of  his  employer  and 
ills  goodwill,  he  was  appointed  foreman  of  the  ex- 
tensive lumber  business  and  in  the  first  year  that  he 
occui)ied  that  position  he  handled  two  million  feet 
of  lumber. 

Mr.  Woodruff  acted  as  foreman  in  the  lumber 
yard  until  1874,  and  then  became  the  manager  of 
Mr.  Chapman's  coal  business.  For  three  years 
prior  to  his  superintending  the  mines  they  had  not 


pai.l  then-  owner,  bul  under  onrZsubjcct's  skillful 
management  Mr.  Chapman  derived  a  handsome  in- 
come. Mr.  Woodruff  was  superintendent  of  the 
mines  for  ten  years  and  during  that  time  he  had  a 
wonderful  experience  with  the  miners.  He  went 
through  the  strikes  of  1877,;and  at  times  his  life  was 
threatened  by  the  KuKlux  or  Mollie  Maguire  miners 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  unfortunately  had  been 
brought  from  there  to  work^in'the  mines  of  Farm- 
ington, because  laborers  here  were  very  scarce  and 
the  managers  were  driven  to  make  use  of  any  class 
of  men  they  could  obtain.  Our  subject  wdrked  so 
long  and  faithfully  in  the  interests  of  his  employer 
that  his  heallli  gave  way  in  the  constant  excite- 
ment and  strain  necessitated  by  the  responsibilities 
of  his  position,  and  he  waa  obliged  to  resign.  He 
took  a  trip  for  the  i)urpose  of  [recreation  through 
the  West  and  Northwest,  and  spent  some  two 
months  in  Minnesota  and  Northern  Wisconsin.  In 
1882,  while  yet  acting  as  superintendent  of  mines, 
he  invested  in  the  harness  business,  becoming  a 
partner  with  S.  Barstow  of  Farmington.  The  next 
year  he  sold  his  interest  in  that,  and  the  following 
year  he  and  Dr.  Gove  bought  th<;  drug  business  of 
Reiley  Bristol  of  Farmington,  and  conducted  it 
until  1886  when  they  disposed  of  it,  having  lost 
$4,000  by  that  venture.  It  was  conducted 
strictly  in  accordance  with  our  subject's  high 
principles  of  morality  and  right  on  a  temper- 
ance basis,  no  liquors  being  sold  over  or  behind 
the  counter  for  fever  and  ague,  or  any  other  dis- 
ease, so  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  financial  suc- 
cess did  not  result. 

One  of  the  greatest  enterprises  with  which  our 
subject's  name  is  connected  is  the  Duck  Island 
Hunting  and  Fishing  Club,  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  1885.  He  it  was  who 
first  conceived  the  idea  of  lading  out  a  hunting 
and  fishing  park,  and  he  devoted  all  his  energies  to 
the  tisk,  he  having  inherited  a  natural  t.aste  from 
his  father  and  grandfather  for  the  chase  and  other 
manly  sports.  He  secured  the  organization  of  a 
stock  company,  with  a  capital  stock  of  815,000  and 
the  holders  of  the  stock  are  principally  the  promi- 
nent business  men  of  the  city  of  Peoria.  H.  H. 
Fahnestock.  of  Peoria,  is  President  of  the  com- 
I   pan}-;  George    Woodruff",    Vice    President;  C.    E. 
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Snively,  of  Canton  is  Secretary;  F.  Luther  of  Peo- 
ria, Treasurer;  O.  L.  Niciiols,  of  Banner,  Superin- 
tendent. The  company  owns  and  controls  four 
thousand  acres  of  land  along  the  western  bank  of 
the  Illinois  River  in  Fulton  County,  adjacent  to 
Copperas  Creek  and  lying  in  Banner  and  Liverpool 
Townships.  Mr.  AVoodruff  spent  a  year  and  a  half 
in  fencing,  improving  the  land  and  in  erecting  suit- 
able buildings.  It  is  enclosed  by  a  wire  fence;  has 
a  neat  two-story  club  house,  well  fitted  up  with 
beds  and  other  conveniences  for  sporting  men;  and 
there  are  barns  and  stables  and  an  ice  house  that 
holds  two  hundred  tons  of  ice.  A  reliable  man  is 
in  charge  of  the  club  house  and  park,  and  every- 
thing is  well  managed.  The  park  is  conceded  by 
sporting  men  to  be  the  best  ducking  giound  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  is  fast  becoming  a  very  pop- 
ular resort. 

In  February,  1888,  Mr.  Woodruff  established 
himself  in  the  grocery  business  in  Farmington,  in 
the  Mason  Block,  where  he  is  conducting  an  excel- 
lent trade  in  that  line.  The  same  year  he  formed 
a  partnersliip  with  Charles  Howard,  and  under  the 
name  of  Woodruff  &  Howard,  is  carrying  on  an  ex- 
tensive moat  business.  In  1890,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Farming- 
ton,  and  into  this  office  he  carries  the  energy,  bus- 
iness ability  and  tact  that  has  characterized  his 
whole  career.  At  the  time  of  his  candidacy  for  the 
position  there  were  four  competitors  in  the  field, 
and  the  struggle  bj-  whicii  our  subject  won  was 
sharp  and  decisive,  but  it  was  acknowledged  by  all 
that  Mr.  Woodruff  won  by  fair  means.  lie  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Farming- 
ton  o:ie  term ;  was  City  Councilman  a  terra  of  two 
years;  Police  Magistrate  two  terms;  and  Mayor  of 
the  city  one  term,  occupying  that  position  in  1884. 
He  is  an  important  member  of  the  Republican 
party  in  this  county,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
State,  County  and  Congressional  conventions. 

Mr.  Woodruff  and  Miss  Ella  Webster  were  united 
in  marriage  January  4,  1871.  Mrs.  Woodruff  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Alpheus  and  Lucy  (Haskins) 
Webster.  Her  father  was  horn  in  New  Hampshire 
and  his  father  was  an  own  cousin  to  Daniel  Web<ter. 
Her  mother  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  She  is 
now  living  in  Media,  Douglas  County-,  Kan.,  at  the 


age  of  sixty-two  years.  She,  and  her  husband  came 
to  Fulton  County  from  their  Eastern  home  in 
1856  and  settled  in  Canton  Township.  Mr.  Web- 
ster served  in  the  late  war,  and  contracted  a  dis- 
ease which  made  him  an  invalid.  He  farmed  in 
Illinois  until  his  removal  to  Douglas  County,  Kan., 
where  he  died  May  6,  1882. 

•Mrs.  Woodruff  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  but 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Canton,  this  county. 
She  came  from  there  to  Farmington  with  her  par- 
ents, and  here  made  Mr.  Woodruff's  acquaintance. 
Her  happy  wedded  life  witii  our  subject  has  been 
blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  three  children-May, 
a  student  in  the  Farmington  High  School ;  Katie, 
who  manages  the  Farmington  news-stand,and  keeps 
books  for  her  father;  and  Luther,  a  school-boy 
at  home  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Woodruff  has  built 
as  many  as  six  residences  in  Farmington,  and  has 
sold  them  at  a  good  profit.  He  at  present  resides 
in  an  attractive  dwelling  on  Park  Street.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  among  the  leading  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  Treasurer. 
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J 'JOSEPH  H.  DARLAND.  Among  the  young 
I  men  who  are  cultivating  a  portion  of  the 
!  soil  of  this  county'  with  gratifjing  success 
'  should  be  mentioned  this  gentleman,  who 
is  a  prominent  agriculturist  in  Young  Hickory 
Township.  The  history  of  the  familj-  from  which 
he  sprang  is  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  in  the 
biographical  notice  of  his  father,  ^Morrison  Dar- 
land. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  the  town- 
ship where  he  is  now  living,  April  1.  1853.  The 
first  school  which  he  attended  was  in  an  old  log 
schoolhouse  with  slab  benches  and  other  primitive 
furnishings,  but  as  he  grew  older  the  facilities  for 
instruction  were  greatly  improved.  The  lad  was 
early  taught  to  be  useful  on  the  farm,  and  can 
remember  plowing  when  but  nine  years  old.  As 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  assist  much  in  tilling 
the  soil  his  school  attendance  was  confined  mostly 
to  the  winter  season.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage  in  the  winter  of  187-5,  when  he 
located  on  that  part  of  his  father's  estate  which   is 
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on  section  24,  and  began  farming  for  himself.  Tlie 
estate  is  excellently  improved,  having  all  the  neg- 
essaryiconveniences  for  the  farm  and  household 
economy. 

Mr.  Darland  is  a  successful  tiller  of  tiie  S(jii, 
raising  grains  whose  quantity  compares  favorably 
with  that  upon  adjoining  estates  and  ranks  high  in 
quality.  He  also  raises  graded  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  generally  has  from  twelve  to  sixteen  head  of 
horses.  In  his  love  for  equines  and  his  judgment 
regarding  their  good  points  he  is  a  "chip  of  tiie 
old  block,"  and  one  is  sure  to  see  flue  animals  at 
his  home,  ]\Ir.  Darland  is  enterprising  and  public 
spirited,  well  informed  and  of  a  social  nature.  He 
belongs  to  Fairview  Lodge.  No.  350,  F.  &  A,  M., 
and  to  the  organization  of  Modern  AVoodmen  of 
America  in  tiie  same  town.  Like  his  father,  he  is 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  Democracy, 
lie  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  some  public 
capacities,  having  been  Collector  one  j-ear  and 
School  Director  for  some  time.  He  also  served  on 
the  petit  jury. 

The  marriage  rites  of  our  subject  and  Miss 
Arminda  AVhite  were  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  [larents  in  Fairview  Township,  December 
30,  1875.  The  bride  was  born  in  that  township,  of 
which  her  parents,  Richard  and  Clarissa  (Neff) 
White,  were  early  settlers.  Mr.  White,  who  is  a 
native  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  removed  from 
this  county  to  McDonough,  but  after  a  short  time 
returned  hither,  settling  in  Young  Hickory  Town- 
sliip,  where  be  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land.  Mrs.  White  is  likewise  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  Mrs.  Darland  is  an  estimable 
woman,  intelligent  and  possessed  of  much  house- 
wifely skill.  Her  happ^-  union  has  been  blessed  to 
herself  and  her  husband  by  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren— Clara  J.  and  Lora  A. 


T/ACOB    PRICKETT,     Among  the  portraits 

I     of   piominent   citizens  of   Fulton    County, 

1]    presented  in  this  volume,  the  reader  will  no- 

^^0J    tice    on    the    opposite    page   that    of    Mr, 

Prickett,  a  pioneei  of  this  county.     He  has  accom- 


plished his  full  share  in  developing  its  agricultural 
interests,  with  which  he  is  still  closely  identified, 
although  now  living  retired  from  active  life  in  his 
pleasant  home  in  the  city  of  Lewistown,  of  which 
he  is  a  honored  resident,  November  16,  1813,  our 
subject  was  born  in  Springfield  Township,  Clark 
County,  Ohio.  His  father,  Nicholas  Prickett,  was. 
it  is  thought,  born  in  Virginia.  After  marriage 
he  removed  to  Ohio  and  resided  for  a  time  among 
the  pioneers  of  Clermont  County, 

Nicholas  Prickett  subsequently  became  an  early 
settler  of  Clark  County,  buying  there  a  tract  of 
forest  covered  land,  a  part  of  which  is  now  in- 
cluded in  the  city  of  Springfield.  He  built  a  flour- 
mill  on  Buck  Creek,  which  was  one  of  the  earliest 
mills  operated  there.  He  was  a  resident  of  that 
part  of  the  country  until  about  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1830,  he  dying  in  Vermillion  County, 
this  State,  while  there  on  a  visit.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Catherine  Napper,  and  she  is 
supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
She  survived  her  husband  many  years,  dying 
finally  in  Clark  County,  Ohio.  She  reareil  nine 
children  to  busy  and  useful  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  biograpliical  review  was 
young  when  his  fatlier  died,  and  continued  to  live 
on  the  home  farm  with  his  mother  until  he  started 
in  life  for  himself.  F^or  one  year  he  worked  on  a 
farm  by  the  month  and  then  rented  land  in  Spring- 
field Township.  He  resided  there  until  1836,  when 
he  decided  that  he  could  improve  his  financial  con- 
dition by  moving  further  westward  and  he  started 
on  the  journey  with  a  team,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  the  one  child  that  had  been  born  to  tliein 
in  their  old  home.  They  spent  the  winter  in  In- 
diana, and  in  1H37  removed  to  \'erniillioii  County. 
this  State. 

Mr,  Prickett  farmed  on  rented  land  in  Indiana 
until  1846,  He  then  tried  life  in  Iowa,  spending 
one  summer  in  Mahaska  County,  Tliat  State  was 
then  on  the  Western  frontier  and  as  there  were  no 
railroads  he  had  gone  thither  with  teams.  Evi- 
dently he  was  not  ""ell  pleased  with  the  country,  as 
in  the  fall  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  took  up  his 
residence  permanently  in  this  count}'.  He  bought 
a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Lewistown  Township,  thus 
identifying  himself  with  its  pioneer  farmers.     Into 
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the  log  cabin  that  stood  on  the  place,  he  removed 
witli  his  family  and  continued  the  improvement  of 
his  land  of  wliicli  ten  acres  were  cleared  and 
broken.  He  has  seen  much  of  pioneer  life,  endur- 
ing all  the  hardships  and  trials  common  to  tlie 
settlers  of  a  newly  developed  county ;  and  has  been 
an  interested  witness  of  much  of  the  growth  of  the 
county  having  done  all  that  a  good  citizen  can  do 
to  promote  its  welfare. 

In  this  then  sparsely  settled  region,  deer  and 
wild  turkeys  and  various  other  kinds  of  game  were 
abundant  and  furnished  good  fare  for  the  pioneers. 
Lewistown  was  not  then  the  important  place  it  is 
to-day,  and  tiie  nearest  markets  were  at  Liverpool 
and  Havana.  The  habits  of  the  people,  who  were 
frugal  and  industrious,  were  simple,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  content  themselves  with  few  luxuries, 
as  there  were  no  railways  or  canals  here  connecting 
them  with  the  outside  world  and  traveling  over  the 
rough  primitive  roads  was  at  times  difficult. 

Mr.  Prickett  resided  on  his  early  homestead 
tiiree  years  and  then  removed  to  Lewistown  to  en- 
gage in  teaming  between  that  place,  Havana  and 
Liverpool,  though  he  still  continued  to  improve 
his  farm.  He  lived  in  town  some  years  and  then 
purchased  another  farm  in  the  township,  upon 
which  he  dwelt  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife 
when  he  returned  to  his  city  home.  He  still  owns 
the  farm,  which,  with  its  well  tilled  fields,  ample 
buildings  and  conveniences  for  carrying  on  agri- 
culture, is  a  very  desirable  piece  of  property,  and 
from  its  rental  he  receives  a  goodly  amount  of 
money  yearly. 

Mr.  Prickett  has  been  three  times  married.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Mary  Elsworth. 
She  was  a  native  of  Clark  County,  Ohio,  and 
a  daughter  of  Aquilla  and  Mehitable  Elsworth. 
Her  death  occurred  on  the  farm  in  Lewistown 
Township.  Mr.  Prickett's  second  wife  was  Mary 
A.  Etnire,  and  she  died  in  Lewistown.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  third  was  Esther  Coen.  His  children 
are  by  his  first  marriage  and  are  named  as  follows: 
Catherine,  Margaret  J..  Mary  E.,  Sarah  E.,  and 
Mehitable  A.  Of  them  it  is  recorded  that  Cathe- 
rine married  George  Newton,  of  Lewistown;  Mary 
E.  married  Marshall  Chase,  of  Lewistown;  Sarah  E. 
married  George  Fluke,  of  Taylor  County,   Iowa; 


Mehitable  married  Calvin  Fluke,  of  Joshua  Town- 
ship. 

Our  subject  is  eminentl3'  a  self-made  man.  Like 
many  another  poor  boy  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  log  schoolhouse  of  pioneer  times  with  its 
home-made  furniture  and  its  greased  paper  windows. 
When  he  started  out  in  the  world  to  fight  life's  bat- 
tles on  his  own  account  he  went  empty-handed,  but 
he  needed  no  other  capital  than  his  good  health, 
strong  muscles  and  clear  brain,  which  have  placed 
him  in  comfortable  circumstances.  His  life  record 
is  a  good  one  and  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  In 
|)olitics  he  gives  stanch  snp[)ortto  the  Republican 
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,TpS"',  EV.  JOHN  TUITE  is  a  skillful  carpenter,  a 
IW^  prosperous  farmer  and  a  school  teacher,  but 
lit  Y  perhaps  he  is  better  known  throughout  this 
^^"county  as  a  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  one  of  its  most  powerful  revival- 
ists in  this  part  of  the  country.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  born  November  3,  1828,  in 
Luzerne  Township,  Fayette  County.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  iu  the  State  of  his  nativitj'  and  was 
there  married  October  8, 1848,  to  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter of  William  E.  and  Eva  Martin.  Seven  children 
have  come  to  them,  four  daughters  and  three  boys, 
namel}':  Mary  E.,  who  was  born  November  16, 
1849,  married  C.  C.  Felkel,  and  they  live  on  a  farm 
of  their  own,  comprising  eighty  acres  iu  Greenwood 
County,  Kan.;  Sarah  E.,  born  January  2,  1851 ,  mar- 
ried James  Dillwith  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Har- 
per Count}',  Kan. ;  James  H.,  born  Ajjril  6, 1  852,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Shuert,  and  died  September  11.1 882; 
Emma  C.,born  November  4,  1853,  married  James 
Mathews  and  died  in  Barber  County,  Kan.,  August 
28, 1889;  William  II.  born  March  29,  1855,  married 
for  his  first  wife  Alice  Barrett,  and  after  her  death 
married  Elizabeth  Nickilson  and  they  live  on  their 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Lewis- 
town  Township;  Nancy  L.,  born  March  25,  1857, 
married  James  Shuert  aiid  they  live  in  Bernadotte 
Township;  John  M..  born  November  17,  1858,  mar- 
ried Eva  Wallace  and  they  live  in  Lewistown  Town- 
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ship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuite  have  a  granddaughter 
whom  they  have  reared,  named  Celia'Dillwith,  who 
was  born  June  8,  1S7L 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  continued  to  live 
in  liis  native  countj\  and  followed  his  trade  .ns  a 
carpenter  and  also  engaged  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  while  in  the  winter  season  he  taught 
school.  In  March,  1864,  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  located  in  Lewistown  Township,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  carpentering  until  his  ej'esight  failed 
hira.  He  built  the  Methodist  Cluirch  two  and  one- 
half  miles  northwest  of  Lewistown;  the  Ewans 
schoolhouse,  two  and  one-half  miles  west  of  that 
citv,  the  Hulick  schoolhouse,  one  and  one-half 
miles  soutiiwest  of  that  city,  and  sevi'ral  other 
buildings  in  tiie  neighborhood.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  engaged  in  the  ministry,  iiaving  charge  of 
the  Lewistown  cnrcuit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliiirch  four  years  during  the  time  he  lived  there, 
be  having  been  ordained  Elder  and  Deacon  several 
years  ago.  It  was  his  custom  to  work  hard  all  the 
week  and  to  preach  two  or  three  tiuics  every  Sun- 
day. He  held  one  verj'  remarkable  revival  at  the 
East  schoolhouse,  Waterford  Township,  and  the 
result  of  the  meeting  was  the  organization  of  a 
church  of  one  hundred  members,  an(i  in  one  day 
he  baptized  thirty-six  people. 

After  moving  to  Bernadotte  Mr.  Tuite  still  con- 
tinued zealously'  to  preach  the  Gospel  two  or  three 
times  every  Sunday,  and  not  long  since  his  earnest 
labors  were  rewarded  liy  one  of  the  greatest  reviv- 
als ever  held  in  this  county.  In  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1888,  he  commenced  to  hold  meetings  at 
llie  Jones  schoolhouse,  on  section  10,  Bernadotte 
Township.  Tiie  building  was  filled  to  overflowing, 
anil  the  meetings  were  adjourned  to  the  old  Provi- 
dence Church  and  from  there  to  the  Lees  school- 
house  where  the  accommodations  were  still  better. 
The  most  remarkable  feature  of  these  gatherings 
was  that  they  were  mostly  composed  of  old  people 
who  liad  never  before  united  with  any  church. 
With  untiring  zeal,  and  steadfast  love  of  the  cause, 
our  subject  i)reaclied  every  night  steadily  for  three 
months  and  twice  every  Sunday,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, and  his  labors  were  crowned  by  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  converts  uniting  with  the  church. 
Under  his  auspices   these  converts  were  organized 


into  a  church  known  as  the  New  Providence  and  he 
still  has  charge  of  the  New  Providence  circuit  of 
the]Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tuite  is  a  very]strong'Prohibition- 
ist  and  votes  with  .that'] party  on  alKoccasions,  al- 
though^he  is  not  otherwise  active  in  politics.  He 
has  been'prominent  in  "public 'affairs,  has  held 
the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  Supervisor  and 
Commissioner  of  Highwaj'S,  and  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  all  good'causes.  He  is  a  man  of  strict!}- 
upright  habits  and^Vas  [never  undctr  the|[  influence 
of  liquor  and  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form. 

In:the  month  of  March,  1883,'Mr.  Tuite  moved 
to  section  4,  Bernadotte  Township,  where  he  had 
bought  a  farra'Iof  one  hundred  and  forty  Ave  acres 
on  which  he  stilT  resides.'^This  is  under'excellent 
improvement  and]he  manages  it  withskill  so  as  to 
reap  a  good  income  from  its  rich  harvests. 


^^EORGE    W. 

Ill  (— n  Young  Hick 
'^\^^    pies  a  tract  ( 


^^EORGE  W.  CONWAY,  an  old  settler  of 
kory  Township,  owns  and  occu- 
of  land  whicli  he  improve<i  from 
the  brush.  It  comprises  eighty  acres  on  section  28, 
and  though  not  so  large  as  manj'  in  the  county,  is 
quite  sufficient  to  afford  its  owner  occupation  and 
a  comfortable  maintenance. 

Going  back  in  the  paternal  line  three  generations 
we  find  Joseph  Conway  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land, his  native  land,  to  Virginia,  and  fought  on 
the  side  of  the  Colonists  during  the  Revolutlo-i. 
His  son  Peter,  born  in  Virginia,  owned  a  large 
plantation  there  and  many  slaves.  He  cultivated 
the  soil  and  raised  stock.  He  removed  to  Jefferson 
County,  Tenn.,  carried  on  the  same  business,  owned 
large  landed  estates  there  also  and  was  very  well- 
to-do.  He  was  a  Major  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  a 
man  of  prominence.  He  received  a  legacy  of 
twenty  sev<n  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Pickaway 
and  Highland  Counties,  Ohio. 

Among  tlie  four  children  of  the  last  mentioned 
gentleman  was  a  son,  Charles  W.,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia  and  reared  in  Tennessee.  He  studied 
medicine  and  was  graduated  at  tlie  medical  college 
in  Philadelphia  wiieu  twenty -one  years  old.  Going 
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to  Ohio  to  look  at  the  land  which  his  father  had 
inherited,  he  stopped  in  Lexington  and  decided  to 
open  an  office  there.  He  sold  some  of  his  land, 
leased  some  and  improved  several  farms.  He  was 
the  owner  of^some  eight  hundred  acres,  but  after 
his  death  mucli  of  tlie  estate  was  lost  by  injudicious 
administralion  ofQaffairs,  and  his  family  secured 
but  a  small  propertj-.  He  died  when  but  tliirty- 
thvee  years  old.  He  had  already  built  up  a  large 
practice  in  his  chosen  profession.  His  wife  was 
Phoebe  A.  Woodmanse.  She  was  born  near  Tren- 
ton, N.  J.,  but  reared  in  Oliio,  where  she  continued 
to  reside  until  her  death.  That  sad  event  took 
place  in  1888,  at  an  advanced  age,  she  having  been 
born  in  1802.  Her  children  are  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Cox. 
of  Highland  County,  Ohio;  Joseph  P.,  wlio  served 
in  the  late  war,  and  is  now  a  practicing  pliysician 
in  Jefferson  County,  Tenn. ;  James  W.,  who  served 
as  a  veteran  in  an  Ohio  regiment  during  the  Civil 
AVar,  and  is  now  farming  in  Highland  Count}', 
Ohio;  and  our  subject. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Samuel  Woodmanse.  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
a  farmer  there.  During  the  early  settlement  in 
Ohio  he  removed  thither  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  that  State.  He  bought  a  large  tract 
of  land  and  became  wealthy.  Tlie  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  was  born  in  Lexington,  Higldand 
County,  Ohio,  June  11,  1827.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  but  seventeen  months  old,  but  his 
mother  remained  on  the  farm,  where  he  was  set  to 
work  at  an  early  period  in  his  life.  He  took  part 
in  log-rolling  and  other  measures  by  which  the 
country  was  cleared  and  developed,  learned  to  do 
all  manner  of  farm  work,  and  when  old  enough  to 
transact  the  business  for  his  mother,  took  charge  of 
the  home  place  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  carried  on  his  studies  dur- 
ing the  limited  terms  of  the  subscription  schools, 
which  were  held  in  the  primitive  log  schoolhouse 
with  its  puncheon  floor,  slab  benches,  etc.  Besides 
the  farm  upon  which  the  family  lived,  they  owned 
two  others  which  they  rented. 

Young  Conway  remained  at  home  until  he  had 
reached  his  niajoritj',  when  he  went  to  Tennessee 
on  horseback,  taking  a  herd  of  eight  horses  to  Jef- 
ferson County  for  sale.    He  lost  monej-  on  the  ven- 


ture, but  remained  in  that  county,  studying  med: 
cine  with  Dr.  Hellam  eighteen  months.  He 
then  taken  sick,  the  illness  continuing  a  j^ear,  and 
abandoning  the  idea  of  pursuing  a  professional 
career,  he  returned  to  Ohio.  As  soon  as  he  was 
able  to  take  charge  of  it,  he  rented  a  farm,  but  af- 
ter a  year  spent  in  tilling  the  soil,  entered  into 
partnership  with  a  cousin,  and  ran  a  sawmill.  A 
twelvemonth  later  he  sold  his  interest,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1852  started  West  with  the  intention  of  mak- 
ing a  home  in  Iowa. 

The  journey  of  Mr.  Conway  was  made  with  a 
team  and  wagon,  and  he  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  child.  When  he  reached  Central  Illinois, 
he  was  induced  to  remain  in  this  county  during  the 
winter,  and  in  the  spring,  seeing  a  good  chance  to 
rent  a  farm,  he  did  so.  In  1854  he  bought  a  farm 
in  Union  Townshii),  Knox  County.  locatC'l  upon  it, 
but  remained  onlj'  a  short  time  ere  selling  it,  and 
again  becoming  a  renter.  In  1865  he  bought  the 
land  which  he  now  occupies,  it  being  at  that  time 
so  thickly  covered  with  hazel  brush  that  a  man 
could  not  see  above  his  head.  The  original  forest 
had  been  cut  down,  but  the  stumps  remained,  and 
Mr.  Conway  had  considerable  labor  to  perform  in 
grubbing.  He  built  a  house  in  the  brush,  and  set 
industriously  to  work  clearing  off  the  bushes,  maul- 
ing rails  for  fences,  and  breaking  the  ground  for 
cultivation. 

The  farm  borders  on  the  Spoon  River,  and  con- 
sists of  valuable  bottom  land.  An  old  Government 
trading  post  once  stood  upon  it,  and  some  of  the  logs 
were  left  until  1866.  In  this  undeveloped  region 
wild  game  was  still  quite  abundant  when  Mi-.  Con- 
way located  here.  Peoria  and  Farmington  were 
his  early  markets,  and  to  those  towns  he  hauled 
pork  and  produce.  He  has  put  up  various  build- 
ings on  the  farm,  set  out  an  orchard  and  grove,  and 
otherwise  made  the  place  habitable.  His  principal 
occupation  is  raising  grains,  which  yield  abun- 
dantly on  the  rich  soil.  | 

In  Highland  County,  Ohio,  November  26,  1850, 
the  rites  of  wedlock  were  solemnized  between  our 
subject  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Pratt.  This  lady  was 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  accompanied  hei 
parents  to  Ohio  in  1846.  She  is  a  skillful  hou 
wife,  an  excellent  neighbor,  and  has  been   devote 
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to  tlie  inteiests  of  her  busbaml  and  cliilrlren.  The 
family  consists  of  one  daughter  and  three  sons: 
Laura  B.  married  Charles  Zitlers,  a  p;iinter  in  Fair- 
view;  William  C.  was  married  in  Iowa,  liut  is  now 
farming  in  Colorado;  Stephen  D.,  and  John  W.  are 
farmers  in  Young  Hickory  Townsiiip,  liiis  county. 
Mr.  Conway  does  not  accept  offlce.«,  preferring  to 
devote  his  time  to  the  duties  of  citizenship  in  a 
private  capacity,  and  to  assist  as  far  as  he  is  able 
in  those  measures  which  will  add  to  the  material 
and  mental  prosperity  of  the  communit3^  He  votes 
tlie  Democratic  ticket  on  every  election  day.  He 
is  agreeable  and  companionable,  possesses  an  up- 
right character,  and  evinces  as  great  an  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  humanity  as  anyone  tliat  can  be  met 
with. 


J/OHN  W.  GIBP:RS0N.  a  good  standing 
among  the  agriculturists  of  the  county  is 
held  by  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose 
comfortable  estate  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  on  section  8,  DeerSeld  Township. 
The  land  bears  a  full  line  of  improvements  includ- 
ing a  pleasing  dwelling,  adequate  barns  and  out- 
buildings and  a  sufficient  number  of  fruit  trees  to 
furnish  the  family  with  an  abundant  supply  in 
their  season.  The  farm  is  well  stocked  and  the 
most  approved  methods  are  used  in  its  cultivation. 
A  few  wortls  regarding  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject will  net  be  amiss  before  beginning  the  history 
of  his  own  life.  They  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  re- 
moved to  Scott  County,  Iowa,  18-14,  locating  on  a 
farm  near  Davenport.  Thence  they  came  to  this 
county  in  1855.  taking  up  their  residence  in  Lee 
Township.  The  mother,  formerly  Berthena  Mc- 
Bride,  passed  away  during  that  year,  the  date  of 
her  demise  being  about  January,  1855.  The  fa- 
liier,  David  Giberson,  survived  until  1872.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  youngest  son,  was  born 
in  Davenport,  Iowa,  November  14,  1845,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  principall}'  in  the  district 
schools  of  Lee  and  Deerfleld  Townships,  this 
county,  to  which  he  was  brought  in  early  boyhood. 


At  llie  early  age  of  seventeen  years  he  took  his 
place  in  the  army  of  his  country  determined  to  do 
what  he  mig!)t  to  preserve  the  Union.  His  name 
was  attached  to  the  muster  roll  of  Company  I, 
Sixteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  he  took  part  in  the 
battles  at  Nashville  and  Franklin,  Tenn..  Jones- 
ville,  Va.,  and  many  others.  He  served  through 
the,  Atlanta  campaign,  during  which  he  had  two 
horses  shot  from  under  him.  He  was  so  fortmiate 
as  to  have  quite  good  health  during  his  army  life, 
with  the  exception  of  an  attack  of  erysipelas  con- 
tracted at  Springfleld  through  impure  vaccine.  Mr. 
Giberson  remained  with  his  regiment  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  doing  valiant  service,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged  in  August,  18G5. 

On  returning  to  his  home  the  young  man  took 
up  the  peaceful  arts  of  agricultural  life,  continuing 
to  occupy  his  place  at  the  parental  Breside  until  his 
marriage,  which  was  solemnized  April  29,  1869. 
For  some  time  thereafter  he  worked  at  coal-mining, 
then  moved  onto  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  has 
since  been  his  place  of  residence.  He  subsequently 
added  sixty  acres  to  his  estate,  making  up  its  pves- 
ent  extent  from  which  an  excellent  support  is  ob- 
tained. While  industriously  pursuing  his  chosen 
calling,  Mr.  Giberson  has  found  time  to  serve  bis 
fellow-citizens  in  the  capacity  of  Roadmaster  one 
year  and  as  School  Director,  the  latter  being  a  work 
which  he  is  still  engaged  in.  He  votes  the  Republi- 
can ticket  but  tak«s  no  other  part  in  political  affairs. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  the  home  and  house- 
hold economy  of  our  subject  is  Nancy  J.,  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Isabel  (Coe)  Retd.  She  was  born 
in  Ellisville  Township,  iliis  county,  February  9, 
1853,  and  is  the  youngest  daughter  in  a  family  of 
five  children.  She  was  well  and  carefully  reared 
and  grew  to  womanhood  in  possession  of  an  esti- 
mable  character  and  useful  habits.  Her  parents 
were  born  in  the  Buckeye  State.  The  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giberson  consists  of  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  at  home  except  the  first-born, 
who  has  been  called  from  time  to  eternity.  Their 
record  is  as  follows:  John  AVilliams,  born  Septem- 
ber 14,  1869,  died  November  3,  1878;  James  IL, 
born  October  6,  1871;  George  L.,  February  4, 
1873;  Mary  Alice,  October  1,  1875:  Albert  Allen, 
March  16,  1879  ;  Stella  May,  November  20,  1882. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giberson  and  the  two  oldest  sons 
belong  to  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Giberson  is  a 
Deacon  in  the  congregation  at  EUisville  and  hiiper- 
intendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily take  an  active  part  in  the  work  that  is  b^ing 
done  for  Christ  and  earnestly  endeavor  to  make 
their  own  lives  correspond  with  the  religion  they 
profess. 


J-~OIIN  WESLEY  TYLER,  an  experienced 
tinner  and  hardware  artisan  in  the  employ 
of  Mumme}-  &  Co.,  is  generally  recog- 
nized Jas  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising 
business  man  in  Farmington.  Up  to  a  few  years 
ago  he  was^proprietor  of  his  own  store,  but  owing 
to  unfortunate  circumstances  became  financially 
embarrassed  and  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  large 
and  lucrative  business.  He  built  the  large  store  on 
the  corner  of  Fourth  and  East  Street,  that  contains 
the  City  Hall,  the  Odd  Fellows  Hall,  and  the  Ma- 
sonic Hall,  and  has  contributed  largely  to  the  pro- 
gression of  this  community. 

Mr.  Tyler  is  a  native  of  St.  Joe  County,  Midi., 
being  born  at  Centreville,  on  November  20,  1840. 
His  father.  Ephraini  S.  Tylei'  was  a  Methodist  min- 
ister of  great  renown,  and  a  blacksmith  by  trade. 
He  moved  with  his  family  to  the  State  of  Illinois  in 
1849.  Our  subject's  mother  was  previous  to  her 
marriage  Miss  Julia  Allen,  a  great-great  niece  of 
Ethan  Ailen.  Her  birlli  took  |>laee  in  Yoik,  near 
Niagara  Falls,  and  in  that  picturesque  spot  was 
passed  her  childhood.  His  parents  were  married  in 
that  State,  and  afterward  moved  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  at  a  still  later  date  to  Michigan.  Four  of  the 
children  came  to  Illinois,  viz:  Berthena,  John  W., 
Eugenia,  Ursella.  Berthena,  lives  in  Iowa,  and  is 
tlie  wife  of  Cyrus  Caldwell,  a  blacksmith  by  trade; 
Eugenia  married  James  Collins,  and  makes  her 
home  at  Farmington ;  U  rsella,  is  married  and  resides 
in  Chicago. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  a  good  edu- 
cation, attending  school  at  Farmington  and  at  Lom- 
bard University,  Galesburg.  AVben  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  began  to  learn  the  tinner's  trade, 
and  such  was  his  desire  to    master  it    thoroughly 


that  he  spent  eleven  years  at  the  bench.  His  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  have'  raised  him  to  the 
top  of  bis  vocation,  and  he  is  generall^^  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  neighbors.  In  the  year  1864, 
Mr.  Tyler  commenced  a  hardware  business,  and  as 
before  stated  succeeded  admiralily  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  encountering  one  of  those  misfortunes 
that  somehow  will  mar  a  prosperous  career,  how- 
ever worthy  a  man  may  be,  he  sold  his  stock  in 
1877.  He  worked  for  Moore  &  Suidam  through 
1880-81-82,  and  then  went  to  Grand  Forks,  Dak., 
where  he  man.aged  a  branch  house  for  ^Parlin  A; 
Orendorff  of  Canton.  He  remained  there  only 
twelve  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of jthat  'time 
returned  to_Farmington,and  once  more]entered  the 
hardware  business  as  a  clerk,  and  since  1884  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  Mummey  &  Co.,  and  enjoys 
a  reputation  for  being  the  best  posted  hardware 
man  in  this  county. 

The  suljject  of  our  sketch  in  the  year  1862,  was 
joined  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Isabella  Pinegar, 
daughter  of  Solomon  Pinegar.  Her  parents  were 
from  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  'Jo  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tyler  has  been  born  only  one_  child — Ralph, 
who  is  a  promising  business  man  and  employed  by 
one  of  the  leading  business  houses  at  Peoria.  111. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  )jublic  spirited  man, 
and  one  who  takes  great  pride  in  conscientiously 
fulfilling  the  obligations  of  life  both  great  and* 
small,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  business  as- 
sociates. He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  though  by  no  means  an  oftice-seeUer,  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  party. 


JR.  JAMES  E.  BOOE,  practicing  physician 
)  at  Canton.  Few  small  places  have  the 
honor  to  harbor  within  their  limits  so 
many  brilliant  professional  men  as  are 
claimed  by  Canton.  Here  it  would  seem  an  atmos- 
phere of  progression  both  in  financial  and  profes- 
sional matters  develops  superior  attainments.  Men 
of  superior  mental  endowmentare  found  here  in 
abundance,  men  who  add  gre:itly  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  a  place,    and   who  hy   their    worthy 
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lives  give  nii  excellent  example  to  those  just  be- 
gimiiiig  the  battle  of  lile.  And  among  this  nnm- 
ber.  none  deserve  more  praise  than  he  whose  name 
heads  tiiis  sketch. 

Dr.  Booe  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  a  State  that  has 
,  contrihuted  so  liberally-  to  the  national  iirospority 
by  furnishing  able  men,  and  his  birth  oeeurreii  in 
Fountain  C'duiity.  October  22,  1857.  His  parents 
were  (irecnup  ajid  Catherine  (Johnson)  Booe.  and 
the  paternal  relatives  are  of  German  descent.  The 
grandfather  Benjamin  Booe,  was  a  prominent  agri- 
culturist in  Indiana  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
(iieenup  Booe  followed  the  same  line  of  work  until 
tlie  war  broke  out,  and  then  became  a  soldier,  en- 
listing in  the  .Sixt3'-third  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
fighting  bravely  and  well  for  his  country.  During 
service  he  contracted  a  lingering  disease,  that 
finally  resulted  in  his  death,  in  the  year  18G3. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Hocisier  State,  and  her  marriage  took  place  there. 
.Shi'  <lied  while  James  was  in  his  third  3'ear^  leaving 
(lulv  two  children.  Clara,  who  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
i;iui  Ivelier.  of  Jlellotle.  Ind.,  and  the  subject 
of  our  sketch.  The  latter  was  only  six  years  old 
when  he  sustained  the  loss  of  his  father,  and  was  thus 
in  the  tender  years  of  childhood  deprived  of  his 
nalural  protectors.  His  grandparents  Booe  took 
charge  of  him  and  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
with  them  at  Covington,  Ind.,  on  their  farm  until 
he  had  reached  his  sixteenth  year.  He  then  began 
fanning  for  himself,  attending  .<chool  in  the  mean- 
time, and  when  twenty  years  old,  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  W.  J.  Hurt  of  Waynetown.  These  in- 
structions were  continued  for  a  year  or  so,  and  our 
subject  then  entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chi- 
cago, where  he  remained  two  years.  During  one 
term  he  attendeil  Butler  University  of  ^ledicine  at 
Indianapolis,  and  was  also  a  student  in  the  Ken- 
tucky School  of  Medicine  at  Louisville,  graduating 
from  there  in  June,  1887. 

Dr.  Booe  first  practiced  his  profession  in  Oak- 
land, III.,  next  at  Albany  for  a  year,  and  finally  lo- 
cated in  Canton  in  1888.  From  the  beginning  his 
success  was  assured,  and  he  docs  a  large  general 
practice,  besides  making  a  specialty  of  the  eye,  the 
ear  an<l  g}-necological  work.  He  was  married  in 
Oakland  in  1884,  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  being 


Cella  Curtis,  daughter  of  Philander  Curtis.  Mrs. 
Dr.  Booe  has  one  child — Anna  Glassburner,  by  a 
previous  marriage.  The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  young- 
est practitioners  in  Canton,  but  is  making  a  decided 
success  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. Politically,  lie  is  a  Republican,  and  so- 
cially, is  an  Odd  Fellow. 


IIILIP  SCHRODT  is  the  owner  and  occupant 
of  a  farm  consisting  of  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Deerfield  Township.  This  property 
became  the  home  of  our  subject  in  1889  and 
he  at  once  proceeded  to  put  up  fences,  barns, 
granaries  and  .all  necessary  improvements,  including 
a  frame  house  of  pleasing  architectural  design,  two 
stories  in  height.  Mr.  Schrodt  has  reapers,  mowers 
and  all  implements  and  machines  necessarj'  to  carry 
on  a  first  class  farm,  and  has  his  land  well  stocked 
with  animals  of  good  breeds.  Taken  as  a  whole, 
the  estate  is  one  of  the  best  regulated  in  the  town- 
ship. 

Some  facts  regarding  the  parents  of  our  subject 
will  be  found  in  the  biography  of  his  brother,  J.  W. 
Schrodt,  on  another  page  of  this  Albu.v.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  thej'  were  respectable,  and  endeavored 
to  inculcate  in  their  children  the  principles  of  good 
conduct  and  the  habits  of  usefulness.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  26,  1831, 
and  having  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  county 
in  early  life,  obtained  his  fundamental  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Deerfield  Township.  He  was 
twenty-four  years  old  when  he  married  and  at  once 
rented  a  farm  of  forty  acres  on  section  15.  He  re- 
mained there  about  four  years,  then  became  the  oc- 
cupant of  eighty  acres  on  section  1,  and  three  years 
later  bought  from  Lewis  Ross  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 4.  On  that  land  he  pursued  his  career  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  centuri',  then  sold  it  and  bought 
his  present  estate. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Maria  C.  Rock,  and  is  a  sister  of  Andrew  Rock, 
whose  sketch  ra.ay  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume.    She  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
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September  11,  1833,  her  parents,  Simon  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sehnur)  Rock,  having  been  natives  of  the 
same  province  as  iierself.  The  marriage  rites  be- 
tween Mr.  Scbrodt  and  Miss  Rock  were  celebrated 
October  21.  1855,  and  their  nnion  has  been  blessed 
to  them  liy  the  birth  of  four  sons  and  six 
daughters. 

The  first-born,  Anna  M.,  whose  natal  day  was 
July  30,  1856,  married  John  W.  Mahr,  and  lives  in 
Bushnell;  Elizabeth,  born  Januaiy  10,  1858,  mar- 
ried Peter  Mahr,  and  lives  on  a  farm  InJDeerQeld 
Township;  Joiin,  born  January  1,  1860,  and  Mary, 
born  February  11,1 862,  are  at  home ;  Anna  C,  born 
May  30,  1865,  married  Charles  B.  Elwood  and  lives 
in  Lee  Township;  Lewis  W.,  born  March  15,  1867, 
married  Ida  Shumaker  and  lives  in  Deerfield  Town- 
ship; Simon  A.,  born  May  18,  1869,  is  at  home;  so 
also  are  Lonisa  M.,  born  February  3,  1873;  Sarah 
E.,  July  13,  1875,  and  Charles  W.,  November  18, 
1878. 

Mr.  Schrodt  is  a  believer  in  and  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  part}'.  He  has  been 
School  Director  one  term.  His  name  is  enrolled 
among  the  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in 
whicli  he  has  held  the  office  of  Deacon,  and  the  en- 
tire family  belong  to  the  Sunday-school. 


'J^      tailors  of 


ILLIAM  VANDEVANDER,  head  of  the 
Yandevander  &  Son,  merchant 
Canton,  with  place  of  business 
ni  No.  106  West  Elm  Street,  and  residence  No. 
106  South  Main  Street,  is  prosperously  carrying  on 
;in  extensive  and  profitable  business.  He  was  born 
in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  in  the  town  of  McCon- 
nellstown  September  19,  1820.  His  father,  Isaac 
Vandevander  was  a  native  of  tiic  same  State  where 
he  Wiis  born  in  1780.  He  was  a  wagonmaker  by 
trade  and  was  quite  prominent  in  his  town,  where 
lie  acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  forty  years. 
He  was  a  son  of  Peter  Vandevander,  who  was  de- 
scended from  an  old  Holland  family.  He  was 
Captain  in  tiie  Black  Hawk  War.  Isaac  Vande- 
vander married  Mary  Enj'art  wlio  was  born  and 
:ia>ed  in  the  valley  of  McConnell.'stOWO,  Pa..and  was 


a  daughter  of  William  Enyart.  Both  parents  passed 
their  days  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  the  father 
dying  in  1844  and  the  mother  in  1867.  They  had 
ten  cliildren,  seven  daughters  and  three  sons,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  grow  up,  seven  of  whom  survive. 

The  son  of  these  worthy  people,  who  forms  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  eighth  child  of  the 
family.  He  received  a  very  good  education  and 
in  1840  became  a  school  teacher  himself.  Four 
years  later  lie  abandoned  that  profession,  and  in 
tlie  meantime  he  had  been  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Juniata  Valley  which  position  lie  filled 
acceptably  some  six  years.  In  the  spring  of  1856, 
lie  came  to  Canton  from  his  native  State,  and  was 
given  a  position  as  book-keeper  in  the  establishment 
of  Bell  &  McQuaid,  hardware  merchants,  and  re- 
mained with  them  two  3'fcars  in  that  capacitj'.  In 
1859  he  was  elected  Police  Magistrate  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  office  until  his  resigna- 
tion in  1862  in  order  to  take  up  arras  in  d(jfence  of 
his  country. 

Mr.  Vandevander  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in 
Company  F,  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illi- 
nois Infantiy,  commanded  by  Col.  I)icki;rman.  His 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Western  army,  and  was 
sent  to  Jackson,  Tenn.  Our  subject  was  taken 
violently  sick  while  there,  and  as  the  surgeon  certi- 
fied that  he  would  be  unfitted  for  further  duty  he 
was  honorably  discharged  from  military  service. 
He  returned  to  Canton,  and  subsequently  opened  a 
merchant  tailor's  establishment  in  this  city,  and  has 
given  his  whole  attention  since  then  to  this  busi- 
ness. He  removed  to  his  present'  stand  on  Elm 
Street  in  1878.  He  carries  a  large  stock  of  the 
finest  cloths  to  be  found  in  the  market,  and.  as  lie 
employs  none  but  skilled  workmen,  he  turns  out 
gentlemen's  clothes  of  superior  make  and  gives 
good  satisfaction  to  his  patrons,  of  whom  he  has 
many,  including  some  of  the  best  citizens  of  the 
place. 

Mr.  Vandevander  was  married  in  1839  to  Miss 
Isabella  Douglass,  the  marriage  ceremony  that 
made  them  one  being  performed  at  the  bride's 
home  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.  She  is  a  native 
of  that  State  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Isabclie 
Douglass.  Her  married  life  with  our  subject,  which 
has  been   of   more    than    fiftv    vcnrs    diinUioM,  has 
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been  a  pleasant  one,  and  has  been  blessed  to  them 
by  the  birth  of  Ave  children,  only  one  of  whom  is 
livinj?,  Frank  G.  who  is  in  business  with  his  fa- 
ther. He  is  a  member  of  Morniiio-  .Star  Lodge,  JCo. 
74,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.  Our  subjec-t  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  EpiscopiU  Church  of  which  he  is  an 
officer,  anfl  of  wliich  he  has  been  a  valued  member 
since  1844.  He  is  a  man  of  excei)tional  habits  and 
is  a  firm  ailvocate  of  temperance.  He  has  a  good 
lecord  as  a  temperance  man,  having  signed  tlie 
Washingtonian  Pledge  in  1840,  and  he  has  never 
l)rokcn  it  by  tasting  intoxicating  liquors.  lu  poli- 
tics lie  is  independent,  alwa3-s  voting  for  the  man 
rather  than  the  part}'. 


J^/OHN  W.  BOWEN,  a  sketch  of  whose  life 
now  claims  attention,  and^  whose  portrait 
will  be  noticed  on  the  opposite  page  is  a 
/  man  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
Joshua  Township,  and  as  every  life  has  a  history  of 
its  own,  although  in  appearance  it  may  seem  to 
possess  little  to  distinguish  it  from  others,  the 
reader  will  take  interest  in  learning  details  of  the 
business  career,  and  private  incidents  connected 
with  our  subject. 

Mr.'  Bowen  was  born  in  Franklin  County.  Pa., 
on  the  20th  of  November,  1840,  but  though  his 
natal  day  fell  to  that  season  of  the  year  when  na- 
ture casting  off  tiie  freshness  of  summer,  presents  a 
dreary  appearance,  only  brightness  and  the  sun- 
shine of  success  have  attended  his  pathway  through 
life.  Our  subject's  father,  David  Bowen,  born 
July  ;5,  1803,  and  his  mother,  Susan  Bowen,  who 
was  born  November  9,  1814,  w(Te  natives  of  the 
State  and  county  in  wliich  their  son  tl.ates  his  na- 
tivity. The  father's  death  occurred  January  4, 
1848,  and  the  mother's  on  November  .5,  IcSO'). 
They  breathed  their  last,  and  found  their  final  rest- 
ing place  in  this  county.  To  them  were  born  five 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one  liv- 
ing at  the  present  writing. 

Mr.  Bowen  came  with  his  parents  to  this  pLace  in 
November,  1861,  having  for  a  short  time  previous 
to  their  ariivnl  lived  in  Fairview,  111.     Before  com- 


ing West;the  father  purchased  land  on  section  4, 
Joshua  Township,  where  our  subject  now  resides, 
and  where  by  means  of  industry [antl^natural  ability- 
he  is  rapidly  increasing  his  fortune  through  each 
successive  year.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  en- 
listed in  the  late  war  in  the  month  'o{^  Augu.'^l  in 
1862,  with  Corap.any  D,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Regiment.  They  were  in  camp  at  Peoria 
for  a  time  boff)re  marching  to  Bolivar,  Tenn.  His 
war  record  is  a  good  one.  and  be  served  his  coun- 
try faithfully  and  well  for  nearly  three  years,  antl 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  July,  1865,  having  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Atlanta,  Kingston,  N.  C,  Mission  Ridge, 
and  others  equally  famous. 

Mr.  Bowen  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Davis  in 
Fairview,  on  October  17,  1867.  She  was  born  July 
3,  184.5,  and  is  a  highly  cultivated  and  attractive 
lady,  having  done  much  by  her  devotion  to  her 
husband  to  assist  him  to  his  present  success.  To 
them  have  been  born  eight  children,  of  whom  those 
living,  are  as  follows:  Bell,  born  August  29.  18C8; 
John  Nelson,  January  15,  1873;  Albert,  June  19, 
1876;  Lawrence,  August  6,  1878;  Ida  May,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1885;  .and  Clara  Alice,  .September  20, 
1886. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  owns  a  valuable  estate, 
comprising  two  hundred  and  fift\'  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  land,  and  in  connection  with  his  agricul- 
tural pursuits  devotes  much  lime  to  stock-raising. 
A  sketch  of.  his  life  is  a  plain  statement  of  the 
height  to.whicli  integrity  of  purpose,  undaunted  en- 
ergy, and  generosity  of  feeling  can  elevate,  a  man. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  useful  citizens  in  this  com- 
munity, and  one  whom  the  people  appreciate  and 
highly  esteem. 


— ><fe^ 


WILLIAiM  STEPHENS,  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Astoria,  is  one  whose  life  presents 
a  picture  of  persistent  industrj'  crowned 
with  financial  success.  He  has  accumulated  a  fine 
property,  surrounded  his  loved  ones  with  every 
comfort,   and   now  in  tiieir    midst  is   enjoying   the 


688 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUJI. 


merited  ease  and  leisui;e  won  bj'  his  years  of  in- 
dustry-. His  landed  estate  consists  of  live  hundred 
acres  of  finel3'-imi)roved  pasture  and  timber  laud 
in  Woodland  Townsliip,  besides  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  swamp  land  on  the  Illinois  River 
bottom,  together  witli  the  commodious  grounds 
which  surround  his  pleasant'dwelling. 

Mr.  Stephens  is  of  southern  birth  and  ancestry. 
His  grandparents,  Rev.  Jolni  and  Ellen  (Riordan) 
Stephens,  were  natives  of  Virginia,  whither  the 
former  removed  to  Kentucky  in  early  manhood 
becoming  a  pioneer  settler  of  Campbell  County. 
He  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  six  miles  from 
Covington,  and  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to 
clearing  it  and  the  remain<ler  to  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel.  He  organized  societies  in  different  parts 
of  the  State,  doing  a  noble  work  in  promulgating 
the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  Church  on  the  frontier. 
He  and  his  wife  died  on  the  farm  which  was  their 
home  for  many  years.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Stephens 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Booneville.  For 
some  time  after  they  settled  there  the  Indians  were 
numerous  and  hostile  and  tlie  few  settlers  built  a 
stockade  in  whicli  the  families  gathered  for  protec- 
tion. When  the  men  went  to  the  fields  they  always 
carried  their  guns  with  them,  and  at  various  times 
while  the  men  kept  guard  the  women  would  tend 
the  gardens. 

James  Stei)hcns.  one  of  llie  members  of  the  fam- 
ilv  of  this  worthy  couple,  was  the  second  son  of 
the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Campbell 
County,  Ky.,  inHhe  year  1801,  and  continued  to 
reside  there  until  1836.  He  then,  with  his  wife 
and  four  children,  emigrated  to  Illinois,  the  famii}' 
journeying  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen 
with  a  horse  in  the  lead.  T'he.y  brought  their 
household  goods  with  them.  cam|)ing  by  the  way, 
and  in  June  reached  their  destination  in  McDonough 
County.  After'  residing  iu^  Industry  Township 
two  years  they  changed  their  residence  to  this 
county.  Mr.  Stephens  purchased  one  hundred  acres 
of  timber  land  on  section  22,  Woodland  Township, 
for  which  he  paid  13  per  acre.  To  this  landed 
estate  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  possessed 
nearlj-  four  hundred  acres,  the  greater  portion 
being  improred  and  pasture  land.  He  was  very 
industrious  and  possessed  of  good   judgment  and 


prudent  habits,  hence  his  prosperity.  110  resided 
on  the  home  farm  until  his  death,  iS'ovember  27, 
1876. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  motiier  of  our  suliject 
was  Margaret  Peek,  married  in  1826.  Like  her 
husband  she  was  a  native  of  Campbell  County,  Ky., 
and  of  Virginia  parentage.  Her  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  Colonial  daj's.  Her  father,  Peter  Peck, 
removed  from  the  Old  Dominion  to  the  county  in 
which  his  daughter  was  born,  when  that  region  was 
ver3'  si)arsely  settled,  and  assisted  in  its  develop- 
ment. He  served  in  the  War  of  1H12  in  Capt. 
Dick  Johnson's  company  under  Gen.  Shelby, 
fought  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames  and  saw  Tccum- 
seli  f;rll.  The  regiment  disbanded  at  Maiden, 
Canada,  and  he  having  lost  his  horse  a  (Jay  or  two 
before,  was  obliged  to  walk  home.  It  was  in 
the  winter  season  and  he  suffered  extremely,  freez- 
ing his  feet  so  that  he  was  a  cripple  ever  afterward. 
He  vvas  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  finally  removed 
to  McDonough  County,  111.,  where  he  spent  his 
Last  years.  His  wife,  formerly  Mary  Beavei',  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  was  the  daughter  of  a  German 
gentleman  who  married  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
died  either  there  or  in  Kentuck}'. 

The  mother  of  our  sul)ject  was  a  devoted  parent, 
carefully  rearing  her  ten  children,  on  whom  w-ere 
bestowed  the  names  of  William,  Mary,  John  H., 
Peter,  Enoch,  Fallen,  Joseph,  George,  Angcline 
and  Francis  Marion.  She  breathed  her  last  at  the 
home  of  the  daughter  in  McDonough  County  and 
her  mortal  remains  were  interred  lieside  those  of 
her  devoted  companion  in  the  cemetery  of  Wood- 
land Township. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  July  24,  1828. 
and  his  birthplace  Campbell  County,  Ky.  Having 
been  eight}-  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  this  State,  he  can  recall  the  incidents  of 
the  overland  journey.  At  that  time  wild  game 
was  plentiful  and  for  some  time  afterward.  As 
soon  as  large  enough  to  shoulder  a  gun  he  joined 
in  the  chase  and  has  killed  many  a  deer  in  the  con- 
fines of  this  county.  He  made  the  best  of  every 
oiiportunity  afforded  to  secure  an  education,  at- 
tending the  pioneer  schools  assiduously  in  the 
winter  season.     The  schoolhouse   was  of  a  iirimi- 
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live  fashion.  Imilt  of  logs,  with  earth  and  stick 
cliituney,  a  huge  flrephice.  a  iiome-niade  writing 
('t'sk  around  tlic  wall,  and  slab  benclies. 

Mr.  Stephens  resided  in  Woodland  Township 
until  1853,  then,  April  3,  with  a  family  fromlpava, 
started  with  nii  ox-tcain  for  Oregon.  They  made 
tlieir  way  across  ^lissouri,  crossing  the  Missouri 
River  at  St.  Joseph,  traversed  the  plains  and 
climbed  the  mountains,  crossing  the  Rocky  Moun- 
taius  the  4th  of  July,  and  safely  arriving  in  Lane 
County  after  seven  months'  travel.  The  ter- 
ritory included  in  the  populous  States  of  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  Colorado  and  Wyoming  was  at  that 
time  inhabited  by  no  white  settlers,  but  was  the 
home  of  numerous  Indian  tribes  and  abounded  in 
deer,  antelope,  elk  and  buffalo.  The  herds  of  the 
latter  encountered  by  the  traveling  party  were  in- 
numerable. Our  subject  remained  in  Lane  County 
until  February,  1854,  then  went  to  Coos  diggings 
on  the  coast  where  he  prospected  with  but  little 
success  until  spring.  In  April  he  returned  to  Lane 
County,  thence  going  to  Yreca,  Cal.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  mining  until  September,  1858.  lie 
then  returned  to  his  former  home,  via  the  Isthmus 
and  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Stephens  spent  the  winter  in  Woodland 
Township  and  in  the  spring  of  1859  went  to  the 
Territory  of  Kansas,  where  he  bought  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  located  in  Linn  County,  but  sojourned 
there  only  a  short  time.  The  following  year  he 
again  left  his  home  in  this  State,  bought  more  land 
in  Kansas  and  then  made  anotii.er  trip  across  the 
plains,  this  time  to  Colorado.  There  he  prospected 
and  mined  for  gold  but  without  very  great  success. 
He  became  the  owner  of  one  hundied  and  fifty 
square  yards  on  the  present  site  of  Leadville,  where 
the  "black  sand."  as  the  miners  termed  it,  was 
very  hard  to  separate  from  the  gold  and  was  after- 
ward found  to  be  silver  ore.  In  the  fall  of  the 
\  ear  he  sold  his  interest  there  for  a  small  sum  and 
returning  to  the  State  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Woodland  Township,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  1864.  He  then  removed  to 
Kerton  Township,  but  a  year  later  again  took  up 
his  abode  in  Woodland  Township,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  live  until  1873.  He  next  rented  his  farm, 
removed  to  McDonough  County,  bought  one  hun- 


dred and  sixty  acres  in  Mound  Township  and  car- 
ried on  his  agricultural  work  there  until  iMXi,  wh,.,, 
he  determined  to  retire  from  active  labor,  .'uid  pur- 
chased his  present  residence. 

Politically  .Mr.  Stephens  Imsalw.ays  been  ;.  Demo- 
crat; he  is  now  a  mend)cr  of  the  County  Central 
Committee.  In  McDonough  County  he  represented 
Mound  Township  on  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors several  terms,  also  Woodland,  his  future 
liome.  and  was  recognized  as  a  faithful  and  efficient 
member  of  the  Board.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
widely  informed  men  of  the  county,  being  a  great 
reader,  a  deep  thinker,and  in  the  habit  of  weighing 
well  the  items  of  information  whicli  he  gathers  in 
their  bearings  upon  the  various  departments  of 
labor  and  existence.  An  hour  spent  in  his  society 
is  fruitful  of  entertainment  and  instruction,  and 
many  friends  are  pleased  to  avail  themselves  of 
opportunities  to  converse  with  him. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Stephens  includes  a  tvife  and 
six  children,  the  latter  bearing  the  names  of  Mar- 
garet, Ettie,  James  W.,  Helena,  Olney,  and  Joseph 
W.  Mrs.  Stephens  was  born  in  Knox  County. 
Ohio,  in  1840,  and  was  known  in  her  maidenhood 
as  Mary  Welker.  Her  father,  David  Wclker,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  State,  was  quite  3-oung  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Ohio.  locating  near  Mil- 
wood.  He  rem.ained  in  that  State  until  1853,  then 
came  to  Central  Illinois,  spending  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  Kerton  Township,  this  (lounty. 

Mr.  Welker  married  Margaret  Darling,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  who.  like  her  husband,  spent  her  declining 
years  in  this  county.  Her  father,  Al  raham  Dar- 
ling, was  born  in  Virginia,  and  his  father,  William 
Darling,  was  either  of  Scotch  ancestry  or  born  in 
Scotland.  The  latter  located  in.  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  securing  large  tracts  of  land  there.  During 
the  early  settlement  of  Ohio  he  removed  thither, 
purchasing  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Knox  County, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  d.ays.  Abra- 
ham Darling  inherited  considerable  propeity  and 
with  others  established  the  Owl  Creek  Bank,  one 
of  the  earliest  banking  institutions  in  that  section 
of  the  country.  When  it  collapsed  he  was  obliged 
to  settle  all  claim--,  being  the  only  stockholder  of 
any    wealth,      lb'    ri'<i.lc  I   in    Knox  County   until 
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1863,  then  came  to  Illinois  and  during  the  remain- 
(lei-  of  his  life  lived  in  this  county. 

Miss  Mary  Welker,  now  Mrs.  Stephens,  was  thir- 
luen  years  old  wlien  she  came  to  this  county  with 
her  parents.  Four  years  later  she  was  married  to 
Adam  Markiey.  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  w.as  hut  a 
child  when,  in  1840-41,  his  parents,  David  and 
Kebccca  (Hutler)  Markiey,  came  hither.  He  was 
reared  in  Kerton  Townsiiip.  where  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  owned  a  farm  upon  whicli  he  lo- 
cated, living  there  until  his  death  iu  1«6('.  The  | 
marri.age  resultecl  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  one 
(if  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  other,  Mary  L., 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Combs  and  resides  in  p]lk 
Count}',  Kap.;  she  and  her  mother  still  own  the 
Markiey  homestiad  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Mrs. 
.Mary  Markiey  was  celebrated  February  21,  1864, 
and  neither  has  had  cause  to  regret  the  event. 


ESSE  H,  SIIIPTON.  The  ye.ar  18.56  wit- 
nessed the  arrival  of  many  citizens  of  Ful- 
ton Count}-,  who  are  now  thoroughly  identi- 
fied with  lis  most  important  interests.  Of 
these  Mr.  Shipton  deserves  especial  mention.  In 
I  racing  his  ancestry  back  a  few  generations,  we  find 
that  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Shipton,  was  an  Eng- 
lishman by  birth,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  locating  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  wliere  for  many  years  he  was  a  promi- 
nent citizen  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  wife, 
who  previous  to  her  marriage  bore  the  name  of 
Hannah  Spikeman,  was  also  of  English  descent,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

The  father  ot  our  subject,  John  Shipton,  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  highly  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Swengel,  was  a  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Esther  (H.asinger)  Swengel,  and  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  a  German  Protestant  famil.v,  who 
wure  driven  from  the  Fatherland  because  of  their 
religious  belief  during  what  is  known  in  historj-  as 
tlie  "Salzburger  Exodus."  The  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily from  which  they  descended,  located  in  Pennsyl- 


vania during  the  early  j^CoIonial  years,  and  there 
many  of  the  descendants  continue  to  reside. 

He  of  whom  we  write  waslborn  in  what  was  then 
Union  County,  but  is  now  Snyder  County.  Pa., 
November  11,  1828.  In  the  home  of  his  childhood 
he  continued  to  reside  until  .eighteen  years  old. 
when  he  removed  to  the  eastern  part  of  Mifflin 
County.  He  had  in  the  meantime  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter.  He  was  married  November  3,  1853. 
near  Lewistown,  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  and  the  lady 
with  whom  he  united-hls  destiny, was  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rothrock.  While  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  he  con- 
tinued,to  work  as  a  carpenter  for  a  time,  building 
a  number  of  beautiful  houses,  evincing  a  great  deal 
of  judgment  and  skill  in  architecture.  In  1855  he 
emigrated  to  Monticello,  Ind.,  where  he  farmed  for 
one  year,  and  then  located  in  Illinois,  where  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside. 

In  1856  our  subject  purchased  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  acres  of  valuable  land  situated  on  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  18,  and  here  was  a  log 
cabin.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  the  day  Buch- 
anan was  inaugurated,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  this  cabin,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1867,  at  which  date  he  built  the  frame  house  that 
adorns  the  place  at  the  present  time.  He  afterward 
built  a- barn,  and  these  buildings  were  erected  by 
his  own  personal  labor  without  assistance  of  any 
kind.  As  the  years  passed  Mr.  Shipton's  pros|)er- 
ily  continued  to  increase,  and  he  enlarged  his  real 
estate,  until  at  present  the  farm  upon  which  he  re- 
sides embraces  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres 
of  valuable  and  cultivated  1  uil.  ;iiid  he  has  a  very 
beautiful  residence. 

Our  subject  is,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  ways  inter- 
ested in  worthy  causes,  and  never  fails  to  give  his 
influence  for  the  good  of  the  community  of  which 
he  forms  a. worthy  member.  A  po|)ular  man,  es- 
teemed for  integrity  and  a  worthy  nobleness  of 
purpose,  he'ranks  high  among  the  citizens  of  the 
count}'.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
great  influence  in  all  public  matters.  He  has  served 
his  township  as  Assessor,  Clerk,  and  also  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  eighteen  years,  and  although  act- 
ing in  that  capacity  for  so  long,  sustains  a  reputa- 
tion as  a  peacemaker,  and  invariably  advises  settle- 
ment of  cases  without    litigation,    by   that    means 
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effecting  a  peaceable  and  quiet  ending  in  a  major- 
ity of  disagreements  between  parties,  and  tliat  with- 
out cost. 

Wliile  Mr.  Shipton  is  a  faithful  and  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutljeran  Churcli,  and  would  through 
preference  constantlj'  attend  their  services,  still 
there  being  no  Lutheran  Church  convenient  to  his 
residence,  he  is  a  faithful  attendant  at  all  orthodox 
churches.  In  fact,  he  manifests  great  interest  in 
religious  matters,  working  early  and  late  for  the 
Sunday-schools,  of  which  he  has  been  Superinten- 
dent for  twenty-five  years  or  more.  In  all  prob- 
ability, he  has  done  more  for  the  benefit  of  that 
cause  than  any  other  individual  in  the  township, 
and  he  also  is  active  in  advancing  the  educational 
interests  of  thecommunitv  being  a  School  Director. 
Mr.  Shipton  was  forced  to  give  up  the  companion 
of  his  life,  she  being  claimed  by  death,  on  March  7, 
1885.  Mrs.  Shipton  was  a  religious  woman  in  the 
full  sense  of  the  word,  and  a  true  wife.  Her  death 
was  caused  by  pneumonia,  and  her  remains  rest  in 
the  Randall  grave-yard,  which  is  located  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  section  18. 

When  about  ten  years  old,  our  subject,  accom- 
panied by  a  younger  brother,  ventured  forth  in  the 
mountainous  country  in  which  they  resided.  Jour- 
neying along  with  the  happy  hearts  and  cheerful 
laughter  of  childhood,  and  gathering  huckleberries 
and  the  graceful  golden-rod,  they  were  very  much 
alarmed  1o  see  suddenly'  appear  before  them  two 
large  and  ferocious  bears;  upon  perceiving  the  boys, 
the  bears  commenced  roaring  like  lions.  Instantly 
the  lads  hastened  homeward,  and  told  the  circum- 
stances to  their  father,  who  thought  that  doubtless 
the  whelps  were  close  bj'. 

The  'Squire  has  partially  retired  from  farming, 
and  lets  out  most  of  his  land  on  shares,  though  he 
continues  to  keep  a  number  of  horses.  He  also  is 
interested  in  l)ee  culture,  and  keeps  a  number  of 
stands.  These  duties,  together  with  his  official 
business,  occupy  his  time.  A  mark  of  liis  handi- 
work  is  shown  upon  the  map  of  Fulton  County 
pul)lished  in  1870.  He  there  drafted  the  Spoon 
River  from  the  eastern  p.art  of  Farmers  Township, 
to  the  middle  line  of  section  17,  Bernadotte  Town- 
ship, as  is  shown  on  the  map  above  mentioned.  In 
fact,  it  would  be  impossible  in  so  brief  a  space   to 


render  full  justice  to-tlic"_many  personal  qualities 
that  have  endearcd-'Squire  Shipton  to  a  host  of 
warm  friends. 


PENNIS  NEVILLE.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  an  agriculluralist  of  prominence 
who,  notwithstanding  the  reverses  and  dis- 
couragements tiiat'  almost  invariably  attend  the 
career  of  bread-winners  th.-oughout  the  world,  has 
come  boldly  to  lhe[ifront,;andJwitii  the  push  and 
energy  characteristic  of  him,  has  surmounted  all 
difficulties.  He  is  at  the  present  writing  a  pros- 
perous farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  neighbors  and  friends  in  .loshua 
Township. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1834,  Mr.  Neville 
was  born,  being  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Johanna 
Neville,  natives  of  the  Fltnerald  Isle.  At  an 
early  day  they  bade  farewell  to  County  Lim- 
erick, where  they  were  born,  and  journeyed 
forth  to  find  a  home  in  the  broad  and  prosperous 
country  of  America.  I'pon  reaching  the  new  land, 
they  settled  at  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  and  there 
continued  to  reside  for  one  year.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  they  crossed  over  to  the  Slates, 
and  choosing  jMaryland  as  a  desirable  place  to  live, 
located  there,  about  ten  miles  from  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  was  bles.sed  ivith  thir- 
teen children,  four  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland, 
one  in  St.  Johns,  and  the  others  in  Maryland. 
About  June  1,  1835,  the  family  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  purchased  land  on  the  northern  part  of  section 
22,  in  Joshua  Township.  After  about  eight  years 
passed  happily  here,  the  father  departed  this  life, 
having  attained  to  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and 
nine  years  later  the  mother  followed  her  husband 
to  a  final  resting  place,  she  l)eing  at  the  time  of 
her  death  sixty  seven  years  of  age.  The  subject, 
of  this  sketch  remained  with  his  parents  up  to  the 
time  of  their  death,  being  a  most  devoted  son  and 
constant  in  his  attentions. 

Mr.  Neville  was  married  on   Fehrunrv   27,  1805, 
1    to   Miss    Frances    Murray,    whose    birth    occurred 
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August  23.  1840.  Of  this  union  seven  children 
imve  been  born,  naraelj' :  Mar}'.  February  1 9,  1 866  ; 
-lohn,  who  was  horn  May  22,  18^)7,  is  deceased; 
.lohn,  born  May  3,  1868;  Edward,  October  30, 
1869;  Frances,  .lanuary  2,  1872;  Celestine,  Janu- 
ary 3,  1875,  and  Stephen,  December  27,  1877. 
'I'hese  children  are  all  at  home  at  tlie  present 
(late. 


^=?^EORGE  F.  RICE  is  one  of  the  most  public- 
III  f—^  spirited  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Orion 
^^^^  Township,  and  takes  a  leading  part  in  its 
agricultural  interests,  and  besides  successfully  grow- 
ing grain  and  raising  stock,  sells  agricultural  im- 
pkments,  buys  and  sliips  a  large  quantity  of 
grain,  and  also  ships  a  great  many  hogs  and  cattle; 
and  is,  indeed,  a  potent  factor  in  sustaining  the 
financial  prosperity  of  the  countj'. 

Mr.  Rice  was  born  October  25,  1851,  in  Perry 
Count}-,  Pa.  The  early  years  of  his  life  were  passed 
in  his  native  State,  where  he  gleaned  a  substantial 
education,  and  acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
agriculture.  He  was  attracted  to  the  great  State  of 
Illinois  by  its  exceptional  agricultural  facilities,  as 
he  shrewdly  believed  that  on  its  tortile  acres  suc- 
cess awaited  liis  efforts  and  in  1872  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Orion  Township,  a  very  favorable  lo- 
cality for  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  closely  identified  with  those  inter- 
ests, and  no  one  has  worked  harder  to  advance 
them.  He  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  lO.that  has  many  valuable  improve- 
ments in  the  way  of  neat  and  well  arranged  build- 
ings, the  best  of  farming  machinerj',  and  the  soil 
is  under  admirable  tillage.  Mr.  Rice  devotes  much 
of  his  time  to  the  raising  of  stock,  and  is  also  en- 
gaged in  selling  agricultural  implements,  as  before 
mentioned.  He  buys  a  large  amount  of  grain  and 
stock  every  year,  and  ships  them  at  Breed's  Station, 
sending  as  manj-  as  sixty  car-loads  of  hogs  to  the 
markets  in  1889,  over  one  hundred  cars  of 
grain,  and  about  a  thousand  bushels  of  clover  seed. 
His  business  is  directed  by  sound  discretion  and 
far-seeing  judgment  that  have  placed  him  among 
llie  moneyed  men  of  the  township. 


In  the  establishment  of  his  pleasant  home  Mr. 
Rice  has  received  the  able  assistance  of  a  most  ex- 
cellent wife,  to  whom  he  was' united  in  marriage 
October  12,  1872.  Jlrs.  Rice's  maiden  name  was 
Alice  Kelly  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  J.  B.  and 
Rachael  Kelly,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families  of 
Orion  Township,  (for  further  particulars  see  sketch 
of  Stephen  A.  Kelly  which  is  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work).  The  home  circle  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  is  completed  b}-  their  two  children.  Earl 
Edmond,  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  and  William  Elmer 
who  is  twelve  years  of  age. 

It  is  to  the  men  of  push  and  energy  like  our 
subject,  that  Orion  Township  owes  its  progress 
and  its  present  good  financial  standing  among  its 
sister  townships  in  the  county.  Our  subject  is  a 
resolute,  wide-awake  man,  whose  forcible  character 
has  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  prosperous 
and  well-to-do  citizens  of  the  township.  He  is  a 
man  of  intelligent,  independent  views,  especially  in 
regard  to  politics,  his  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
proper  conduct  of  public  affairs  coinciding  with 
the  principles  promulgated  bj'  the  Republican 
part}'.  He  has  taken  an  important  part  in  tlie 
management  of  the  Orion  Grange  and  is  treasurer 
of  that  organization.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Glasford 
Lodge. 


mii 


^p^EORGE  MESSLER,  for  several  years  a  con- 
[f|  (=;  ductor  on  tlie  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad  be- 
^^^j!  tween  Havana  and  Galesburg,  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  residents  of  Cuba.  He  was  born 
here  November  15,  1856,  and  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,  early  abandoning  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge  in  school  to  undertake  his 
personal  support  and  advancement.  His  first  oc- 
cupation was  at  farm  work,  but  be  subsequently 
became  a  practical  druggist.  He  finally  embarked 
in  railroad  work,  following  it  for  ,nine  years,  but 
at  this  writing  he  is  not  actively  engaged  in  any 
business. 

Benjamin  W.  Messier,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Maryland  in    1808,  and  died  in  Cuba 
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.iMiiuary  26,  1871.  His  occupation  was  timl  of  a 
farmer.  He  married  Marj'  K.  Cliiie,  a  n.\tive  of 
Rociiingham  County,  Va.,  wiio  was  Viorn  in  1820. 
The  marriage  was  soiemnizeil  in  Montgomery 
County.  Ohio,  in  1837,  and  llie  couple  made  tlieir 
home  there  until  1842.  They  then  removed  to  this 
county,  and  Mrs.  Messier  still  makes  her  home  in 
Cuba.  The  parental  family  consists  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  subject  of  this  notice  being  the  youngest. 
Hannah,  the  first-born,  lives  south  of  .Cuba;  she  is 
llie  widow  of  William  H.  Heller  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. Elizabeth,  widow  of  Henry  Heffner,  has  six 
children  and  her  home  is  in  Beardstown.  John 
C.  married  Almira  Holmes,  who  has  borne  him  four 
children;  theii  home  is  in  Saline  Countj',  Neb. 
William  G.,  who  married  Louisa  Wright,  lives  in 
Chatswurth  and  has  three  children.  Frank  makes 
his  home  in  FarmingtoTi ;  ho  married  Sarah  Mc- 
Lean and  has  two  children. 

On  March  20,  1883,  Mr.  Messier  was  united  in 
marriage  with  AHss  Louie  M.  Chapman.  This  laiij' 
was  born  at  Macomb,  McDonough  County,  March 
8,  1858,  and  acquired  a  good  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  She  remained  at  her  birthplace  until 
1880,  when  she  came  to  Cu'.ia,  where  she  continued 
to  reside  until  three  years  after  her  marriage.  Mv. 
and  Mrs.  Messier  then  removed  to  Havana,  but 
after  sojourning  there  five  years  returned  to  their 
former  home,  with  whose  interests  they  have  been 
identified  up  to  the  present  day.  They  have  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
l:id  who  now  brightens  their  home  by  tlie  untiring 
nctivity  of  childliood  bears  the  name  of  Lloyd, 
and  was  born  March  18,  1886.  Mrs.  Messier  be- 
longs to  the  Christian  Ciuirch  and  has  been  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  the  Sunday-school,  where  her  en- 
ergy of  character  and  devotion  to  the  cause  have 
made  themselves  felt.  Mr.  Messier  is  a  member 
of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Conductors.  Outside  of 
the  enjoyments  of  his  home  life  he  finds  his  great- 
est pleasure  in  hunting  and  fishing,  for  which  sports 
he  has  a  decided  liking,  and  in  which  he  manifests 
great  skill. 

The  parents  of  .Mrs.  JMessler  were  Corydon  C.  and 
Margaret  Marietta  (Clarke)  Chapmau.  Mr.  Chap- 
man was  born  in  Ohio  in  1834  and  is  one  of  eight 
children   comprising    the   family  of  J.ncob  Kimble 


and  Julia  (Griffith)  Chapman.  He  was  descended 
from  one  Benjamin  Chapman,  who  lived  in  Eng- 
land, and  whose  three  sons,  leaving  their  parental 
home,  went  to  different  countries  in  Europe.  One 
located  in  France,  one  in  Ireland  and  one  in  Scot- 
land. At  the  death  of  their  father  a  large  fortune 
was  left  to  the  three  sons,  but  before  the  eldest 
could  return  from  France  the  estate  had  been  con- 
fiscated by  the  English  Government.  The  sons 
finally  came  to  the  United  States,  he  who  is  the 
progenitor  of  our  suiiject  locating  near  Salem, 
Mass.,  where  he  resided  during  the  period  of  the 
w'itchcraft  and  persecution. 

Corydon  C.  Chapm.an  came  to  Macomb,  111.,  in 
1853,  and  there  made  his  home  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  a  carriage  and  wagon-maker  by 
trade,  an  excellent  workman  in  that  line,  and  a 
natural  genius  in  the  use  of  tools  and  all  manner  of 
handicraft.  For  some  years  he  lived  in  Chicago, 
where  his  widow  now  makes  her  home.  He  died  at 
Mendon,  Mich.,  November  15,  1888.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fr.aternit^-.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Chapman  was  born  in 
Macomb,  111.,  October  17,  1839.  In  her  youth  she 
w.as  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  society  of 
Macomb,  as  she  was  blessed  with  good  looks,  intel- 
ligence and  winning  ways;  and  she  is  still  very  at- 
tractive in  appearance  and  manner.  She  is  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Mrs.  Messier  is  the  oldest  of  the  children  now 
living.  Annie  makes  her  home  in  Chicago;  John 
married  Annie  Rouse  and  lives  in  Macomb;  Lizzie 
is  the  wife  of  lilmer  F.  Rincar,  living  in  Chicago; 
Fred  and  Harry  are  also  in  Chicago  with  their 
mother. 


I^AVID  S.  LITTLEJOHN.  The  substantial 
I  1)  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  Bernadotte  Town- 
':^:^  ship  have*  no  better  representative  than  our 
subject,  who  stands  high  among  the  keen,  pro- 
gressive business-like  farmers  and  stock  raisers  who 
are  so  ably  conducting  the  extensive  agricultural 
interests  of  this  part  of  the  county.  His  father, 
Abraham  Littlcjohn,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1801. 
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His  mother,  Surah  Littlejohn,  was  born  in  1799, 
and  all  traces  of  her  nativity  are  lost,  for  though 
she  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age  her  mental 
faculties  are  clouded  b}-  paralysis,  and  J  she  is  not 
able  to  tell  where  she  was  bom.  The  parentslof 
our  subject  came  to  Fulton  Count}-  in  1839,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Bernadotte  Town- 
ship, he  buying  here  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  section  13.  His  useful  and^bus}'  life 
was  brought  to  a  close  wiien  scarcely  passed  its 
prime  in  the  year  1852.  His  widow  now  lives  witb 
Isaac  Harris,  her  son-in-law,  whose  sketch  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  25,  1836,  in  the 
jjioneer  home  of  his  parents  in  Clark  County,  Ohio, 
and  he  was  scarcoly  three  years  of  age  when  they 
brought  him  to  Fulton  Count}-.  He  remained  with 
them  until  he  was  twent}'  years  old, "gleaning  his 
education  in  the  district'schopls  of  this  township- 
At  that  age  he  began  the  battle  of  life  "on  his  own 
account,  and  for  a  year  worked  for  his  brother 
by  the  job.  After  that  he  rented  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  on  section  24,  Bernadotte  Township, 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  carrying  it  on  for  one 
year.  At  tl^e  expiration  of  that  time  he  i-eturned 
to  the  parental  home  and  for  Ave  or  six  }'ears  man- 
aged his  father's  farm.  We  next  hear  of  Mm  in 
McDonough  County,  where  he  farmed  as  a  renter 
for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  made  a  trip 
to  the  West,  saw  much  of  the  country  and  enjoyed 
his  journey.  He  returned  in  1865,  and  bought 
seventy-two  acres  of  Innd  on  section  24,  which  is 
included  in  his  present  substantial  farm.  This 
comprises  two  liundiid  and  seventy  acres  of  as 
rich  and  productive  farming  land  as  can  be  found 
in  the  county.  Seventy-two  acres  of  it  are  on  sec- 
ond bottom  land,  where  he  has  his  house  and  im- 
provements. He  has  cleared  and  developed  this 
land  by  hard  labor  and  a  judicious  expenditure  of 
money,  making  it  a  valuable  piece  of  property.  He 
has  a  fine  two  story  frame  residence,  18x28  feet  in 
dimensions,  two  large  barns  60x40  and  24x36  feet 
in  dimensions,  full  of  hay  and  grain,  and  in  his 
feed  lot  he  has  a  large  windmill.  Mr.  Littlejohn 
devotes  some  attention  to  raising  stock,  and  lie  has 
a  one-fourth  interest  in  a  fine  thorough- bred  Perch- 
eron-Norman    horse.     Our  subject  is  a    thorough 


farmer  and  has  mastered  his  calling  in']  all  its 
branches.  He  has  done  this  by  strict  attention  to 
business  and'unceasing  labor.  He  is  known  as  a 
very  early  riser  as  [he  gets  up  andPdoes  half  a 
day's  work  before  breakfast.  He  is  a  true  Demo- 
crat in  politics  although  of  late  years  he  has  not 
been  active  in  political  life.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  School  Director  fifteen  ye;irs,  and  has  often  been 
urged  to  accept  other  publicjpositions  but  has  re- 
fused, as  the  management  of  his  affairs  requires  all 
his  attention. 

Mr.  Littlejohn  was  married  February  13,  1867, 
to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Goudy.  They  have  three  children,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter,  all  of  whom  reside  at  home,  and  the 
following  is  the  record  of  their  birth:  Ellen,  born 
November  17,  1868;  Willie  E.,  August  13,  1870; 
and  Frank  C,  February  6,  1873. 


eS.  ALDEX,  a  farmer,  tlie  center  of  whose 
,  agricultural  work  is  on  section  18,  Lee 
^_  '  Township,  has  lived  in  this  county  since  he 
was  about  two  years  old.  He  was  born  in  Cattar- 
augus County,  N.  Y..  December  4,  1840,  and  is  the 
oldest  son  of  Smith  D.  and  Sarah  E.  (Hunyan) 
Alden,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  H.  Alden,  on  another  page  of  this  Album. 
He  received  his  schooling  in  the  township  of  which 
he  is  now  a  respected  resident  and  assisted  his  fa- 
ther on  the  farm.  Here  he  has  remained,  improv- 
ing the'place  in  many  ways,  keeping  it  under  thor- 
ough cultivation  and  well  stocked  with  all  that  goes 
to  make  up  a  well-regulated  estate.  Mr.  Alden 
has  found  time  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  in  vari- 
ous positions  of  responsibility.  He  has  been 
Township  Clerk,  School  Director  and  Highway 
Commissioner.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  takes  no  active  part  in  political  affairs,  and 
socially,  has  membership  with  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America. 

T'he  lady  who  shares  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  our 
subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  L.  Barker. 
She  was  born  in  Grundy  County,  July  30,  1852, 
and  is  the    only    surviving   child  of  George    and 
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Johanna  (Amos)  Barker.  Her  father,  who  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  born  in  Kentuck}%  died  Janu- 
ary 15,  1853.  Her  mother,  a  native  of  Indiana,  is 
still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alden  arc  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
George,  born  September  21,  1873;  William,  July 
2f>,  1875;  Cora,  September  17,  1877;  Milton,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1879;  Daisy,  October  9,  1881,  and  Clinton, 
June  27,  1888. 

OSES  BURROWS.  Many  of  tiie  most  pa- 
triotic citizens  of  our  nation  have  emi- 
grated hither  from  foreign  lands,  and 
among  them  are  some  of  the  stalwart  sons 
of  the  "Motiier  Country."  With  keen  intuition 
they  have  foreseen  future  prosperitj'  in  America 
such  as  never  could  be  attained  in  their  own  land, 
and  coming  across  the  ocean  liave,  almost  invari- 
ably, been  successful  in  their  undertakings.  Of 
this  thriving  class  Mr.  Burrows  furnishes  a  repre- 
sentative example,  being  prominent  in  this  count}' 
as  a  skillful  farmer  and  extensive  stock-raiser. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Burrows  was  eight  miles 
west  of  Liverpool,  England,  and  the  year  thereof 
1829.  He  lived  on  his  native  soil  the  first  twenty 
years  of  his  life,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to  sup- 
port himself.  When  about  nine  yeari  old  he  en- 
tered a  rope  factcjry,  where  lie  remained  three 
years,  first  turning  the  wheel  for  the  spinner,  and 
working  in  all  parts,  except  spinning,  in  succession. 
He  received  eight  cents  per  6a.y,  walking  two  and 
one-half  miles  to  the  factory  and  boarding  himself. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  commenced  to  work  in 
a  slioe-shop  in  Liverpool,  and  there  remained  for 
six  years,  leaving  it  on  account  of  some  trouble 
with  the  firm. 

In  1849,  having  resolved  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
New  World,  Mr.  Burrows  emigrated  from  England 
to  America.  After  landing  on  these  shores  he 
made  his  way  across  the  country  to  Illinois,  and 
established  himself  in  the  cil}'  of  Lewistown.  Hav- 
ing serve<l  an  apprenticeship  of  six  years  as  a  shoe- 
maker in  Liverpool,  he  was  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  trade   and    was  actively  engaged   in  this 


business  in  Lewistown  for  the  following  fifteen 
j'ears. 

The  next  move  of  our  subject  was  to  rent 
a  farm,  comprising  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  one  and  one-lialf  miles  east  of  Lewistown. 
The  next  year  he  rented  another  farm  of  the 
same  size,  of  Leonard  F.  Ross,  one  mile  south 
of  Lewistown.  He  conducted  his  farming  opera- 
tions there  three  years,  and  then  rented  eighty 
acres  of  land  of  Mrs.  Peters  for  the  ensuing  two 
years.  Going  one  half  mile  south  of  that  place,  he 
subsequently  rented  an  eighty-acre,  tract  of  land 
for  one  year.  We  next  hear  of  him  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county,  where  he  rented  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  Leonard  F.  Ross.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  rented  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  Miss  Melinda  Babbitt  for  one  year, 
and  then  invested  some  of  the  money  he  bad  saved 
in  the  purchase  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
23,  Bernadotte  Township. 

The  pleasant  farm,  which  he  had  inirchased  with 
the  accumulation  of  3'ears  of  labor,  Mr.  Burrows 
improved  and  resided  upon  seven  years,  then  traded 
it  for  a  beautiful  estate  of  two  hundred  acres  on 
the  bottom  lands  of  section  15,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home.  Its  level,  well-tilled  fields  pre- 
sent an  attractive  appearance,  which  is  further 
enhanced  by  the  substantial,  roomy  buildings  on 
the  place,  and  the  air  of  neatness  and  thrift  ever}'- 
where  noticeable.  Near  the  center  of  the  farm 
there  is  a  rise  of  land  or  mound  which,  with  excel- 
lent taste,  Mr.  Burrows  selected  as  a  site  for  his 
residence,  a  large  and  conveniently  arranged  two- 
story  frame  structure  and  one  of  the  most  pleasant- 
homes  of  the  neighborhood. 

In  addition  to  his  homestead,  Mr.  Burrows  owns 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section 
11,  where  his  oldest  son  resides.  He  has  also  re- 
cently enlarged  his  landed  possessions  by  the  pur- 
chase of  eighty-one  and  one-half  acres  adjoining 
his  home  farm.  He  is  a  very  extensive  stock- 
raiser  and  keeps  so  much  stock  that  he  is  compelled 
to  bu}'  feed,  not  being  able  to  raise  enough  grain 
on  his  farm. 

The  lady  who  lias  for  many  years  been  the  de- 
voted wife  of  Mr.  Burrows, born  the  maiden  najne  of 
Ann  Hunter,  and  w.as  born  near  Liverpool,  England, 
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November  18,  1834.  She  met  her  future  husband 
on  the  ship  en  route  to  America,  and  was  united 
in  marriage  with  him  at  Lewistcwn,  August  30, 
1849.  Their  i)leasant  wedded  life  has  been  abun- 
dantly' blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  the  following  eleven  are  living: 
Thomas,  Mary  A.,  Sarah  A.,  James  A.,  Joseph, 
John,  Martlia,  George,  Moses,  Emma  and  William. 
They  are  all  located  in  Bernadotte  Township,  and 
by  their  useful  lives  reflect  credit  upon  their  early 
training.  Mrs.  Burrows  has  been  to  her  husband 
a  true  wife  and  to  their  children  a  wise  mother. 

As  every  loyal  citizen  should,  our  subject 
takes  considerable  interest  in  politics,  and  is  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
public-spirited  and  never  loses  an  opportunity  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  township,  ma- 
terially,  socially  or  religiously.  He  is  serving  as 
School  Director  and  is  zealous  and  efficient  in  edu- 
cational matters.  A  sincere  Christian,  the  Metho- 
dist Churcli  finds  in  him  one  of  its  best  members. 
He  is  a  Steward  of  the  Church  and  one  of  its 
Trustees.  He  is  very  generous  in  his  support  of 
the  same,  contributing  llOO  this  year  toward  its 
support. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Burrows  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


/^N  APT.  CHARLES  A.  SMITH.  Farraington 
(li  ^  has  its  full  quota  of  live  business  men  and 
^^^  the  jewelry  trade  of  this  place  is  well  rep- 
resented by  Capt.  Smith,  the  enterprising  jeweler 
and  expert  watchmaker.  As  his  title  denotes,  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  military  man  and  was  for  a  long  time 
an  officer  in  Company  C,  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of 
the  Illinois  National  Guards. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  on  Miller  Street,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  August  12.  1851,  his  early  home 
standing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from 
that  of  Charlie  Ross,  the  boy  who  was  so  mysteri- 
ously kidnapped  several  years  ago.  His  father, 
Andrew  E.  Smith,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  a.  plasterer  by  trade,  and  although  nearly  sev- 
enty years  of  age  is  a   man  of  exceptional  activity 


and  is  still  following  his  calling  with  the  diligence 
of  a  man  of  thirty.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  a  great 
reader,  and  what  is  more,  remembers  nearl3'  every- 
thing that  he  reads.  Our  subject's  mother  was 
Mary  Ann  Nancreede.  Her  fatiier  was  Dr.  Nan- 
creede,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  he  was  of  French 
extraction.  The  Smiths  were  of  Swedish  descent. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Charles 
Smith,  helped  to  build  the  first  Swedish  Church  in 
America  and  was  one  of  the  Colonists  who  settled 
on  the  Delaware. 

When  a  lad  of  six  years  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject brought  him  to  Farraington,  III.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  this  place  and  also  the  High 
School  for  one  year.  He  then  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  jeweler,  being  apprenticed  to  J.  H. 
Snyder,  who  at  that  time  was  a  jeweler  in  F.arm- 
ington,  and  is  now  of  Canton.  He  worked  for  him 
one  j-ear,  when  his  emplo3'er's  health  failed  and  he 
went  to  California,  and  our  subject  went  to  Elm- 
wood  and  worked  out  a  regular  apprenticeship 
of  two  years  under  D.  S.  Brown.  Mr.  Smith  then 
returned  to  Farmiugton  and  worked  under  Mr. 
Conver  for  one  j^ear  and  then  went  back  to  Elm- 
wood  to  take  charge  of  Mr.  Brown's  jewelry  store 
while  the  latter  took  a  journey  in  the  East,  and  he 
managed  it  for  about  nine  months.  By  this  time 
he  had  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  trade 
and  was  anxious  to  set  out  in  the  world  and  make 
his  way  for  himself.  He  secured  a  position  at  Wy- 
oming, this  State,  and  remained  there  for  some 
time.  He  next  sought  employment  in  Chicago, 
but  failing  in  this,  came  back  to  Farraington  and 
re-engaged  with  Mr.  Conver. 

In  the  fall  of  1872  Mr.  Smith  went  to  Wapello. 
Iowa,  and  obtained  a  situation  in  a  jewelry  store 
there.  Two  years  later  he  left  it  to  go  to  Marble 
Rock,  where  he  remained  a  short  time  and  the  next 
fall  made  his  way  to  the  southern  i)art  of  this  State 
and  in  Kirkwood  was  employed  by  D.  K.  Kness. 
By  his  faithfulness  and  efficiency  he  gained  the 
confidence  of  his  employer,  and  was  sent  bj'  him  to 
take  charge  of  a  branch  store  at  Altoona.  He  man- 
aged it  admirably  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

While  at  that  place  Mr.  Smith  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Regiment,  Illinois  National  Guards. 
From   the  rank  of  private  he  rose    to  be  Second 
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Lieutenant,  holding  his  commission  under  Gov. 
Beveridge,  and  from  Gov.  Cullom  received  a  com- 
mission as  Captain  of  liis  company.  He  possesses 
fine  qualifications  for  a  military  man,  having  a 
good  physique,  and  has  a  resolute  will,  keen  per- 
ception, a  quick  understanding  and  unflincliing 
courage.  When  he  was  acting  as  captain  of  his 
company  the  great  railroad  strike  at  St.  Louis  oc- 
curred. The  strikers  had  in  view  the  destruction 
by  fire  of  the  East  St.  Louis  stock  yards,  railway 
depot  and  yards,  roundhouses,  rolling  mills  and 
the  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River.  Our  sub- 
ject was  placed  to  guard  the  stock  yards  all  day 
Sunday.  The  strikers  became  more  enr.nged  than 
ever  and  threatened  immediate  destruction.  No 
train  had  crossed  the  bridge  for  days  and  the 
strikers  swore  tliat  none  should  pass,  and  that  in  case 
a  company  should  make  an  attempt,  the}'  said  they 
would  blow  up  the  bridge  with  dj-namite.  In  such 
an  emergency  nothing  but  absolute  courage  could 
save  the  city  from  destruction,  and  unless  the 
reader  be  a  militarj'  man,  and  a  veteran  at  that, 
he  will  be  unable  to  appreciate  the  unflinching 
bravery  of  Capt.  Smith,  as  in  accordance  to  orders 
he  led  his  x^ompanj'  right  into  the  centre  of  the 
bridge,  passing  tlirough  tlie  vast  crowd  of  enraged 
men,  whose  oaths  and  threats  filled  the  air  with 
terror  that  might  have  cowed  one  less  resolute. 

The  St.  Louis  papers  spoke  of  this  daring  act  of 
iiravery  in  the  highest  terms,  but  unfortunately  it 
appears  that  the  reporters'  nerves  were  so  far  over- 
come as  to  prevent  tiiem  from  getting  the  correct 
facts  as  to  the  company  and  its  valiant  leader,  so 
that  their  reports  of  the  charge  of  the  bridge  and 
their  descriptions  of  tlie  men  and  companies  en- 
gaged were  ail  a  sad  conglomeration  of  confu- 
sion, and  our  subject  did  not  get  proper  credit 
for  what  he  had  done.  He  remained  in  St.  Louis 
until  tlie  riot  was  quelled  and  was  next  sent  with 
iiis  niLMi  to  Galesburg  to  subdue  the  rioters  at  that 
place.  Having  settled  the  troubles  there,  his  com- 
pany and  also  the  Altoona  and  Kewanee  companies 
went  to  Kewanee,  where  an  imposing  reception  was 
tendered  the  brave  boys  who  had  saved  two  of  Illi- 
nois' municipalities  from  destnictiun  and  the  State 
from  annrchy. 

In  the  spring  of   IfST'J   Mr.  Smith   came  back  to 


Farmington,  bringing  with  him  a  stock  of  jevvelr}-, 
and  in  the  month  of  June,  1879,  opened  a  well- 
appointed  jewelry  store  and  has  since  built  up  a 
fine  business  in  his  line.  In  State  and  National 
politics  our  subject  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  for  local  offices  he  supports  the  man  whom  he 
judges  to  be  best  qualified  for  the  position.  lie  is 
prominentl)'  identified  with  tiie  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  is  at  present  a  member  of  Farmington  Lodge, 
No.  192,  and  has  held  various  other  important  of- 
fices in  that  connection. 

Capt.  Smith  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Hattie 
Inez,  daughter  of  Gaylord  and  Annette  (Barnes) 
Rider.  They  came  to  Farmington  about  thirty 
years  ago  from  their  native  Ohio.  The  father  was 
a  cabinet-maker  an:l  worked  in  a  shop  at  Farming- 
ton  at  one  time.  He  is  now  engaged  in  mining 
on  the  Pacific  Slope.  His  wife  died  in  1888,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Hattie,  Sadie,  Clara,  Ida,  Charles  Lester, 
Minnie,  who  died  in  infancy,  Frank,  George,  Nettie, 
and  Blanche  who  died  when  six  years  old.  Clara  is 
the  wife  of  Martin  S.  Mason,  of  Farmington,  and 
Charles  is  a  horseman  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Tiie  rest 
are  residing  at  Farmington.  After  two  years  of 
wedded  life  Mrs.  Smith  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years.  Mr.  Smith  subsequently  married  her  sis- 
ter  Sadie,  and   they   have  one  child — Albert  Leon. 


/^  HARLES  H.  MARTIN,  a  native-born  citi- 
(li  zen   of  this  county,  son  of  one  of  its   hon- 

^^^  ored  residents,  is  now  one  of  its  most 
prominent  farmers  and  extensive  landowners.  His 
large  farming  and  stock-ra'sing  interests  are  cen- 
tered in  Buckheart  Township,  and  though  he  still 
superintends  the  management  of  his  farm  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Canton  at  108  West  Pine  Street 
where  he  and  his  family  have  one  of  the  plcasanl- 
est  homes  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Martin  was  born  on  his  father's  old  home- 
stead in  Buckheart  Township,  April  24,  1852.  His 
father  was  an  old  pioneer  settler  of  this  part  of  Illi- 
nois. He  acquired  wealth  by  industry  and  good 
management  and  retired  to  Canton,  where  he  made 
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his  home  until  his  demise,  when  death  removed 
from  a  community  that  mourned  his  loss  one  of  its 
most  vahied  citizens.  From  the  Canton  Rpgister 
of  Jul}'  30,  1880,  we  glean  the  following  particulars 
concerning  the  accident  that  caused  his  death,  and 
an  appreciative  biograpiiical  record  of  his  life  and 
work: 

'•The  particulars  of  the  sad  event  are  as  full()ws: 
Mr.  Martiu  was  on  his  way  to  Owen  Gagin's,  in 
Deerfleld  Township.  He  was  driving  an  old  family 
horse  that  was  perfectly  gentle,  and  had  never  been 
I<nown  to  run  away.  When  he  approached  the 
bridge  across  Big  Creek,  near  the  gas  works  in  tlie 
northwestern  part  of  the  city,  his  horse  scared  at  a 
pile  of  stone  lying  at  the  east  end  of  the  bridge 
and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  Mr.  Martin 
urged  the  horse  past  the  stone  pile  on  to  the  bridge; 
at  the  west  end  of  the  bridge  there  was  a  simil;ir 
stone  pile  and  when  about  half  way  across  the  horse 
again  shied  and  commenced  backing.  Mr.  Martin 
tried  to  urge  the  horse  forward,  but  in  vain.  The 
horse  continued  hacking  until  it  backed  off  the 
south  side  of  the  bridge  on  the  east  end.  and  driver, 
carriage  and  horse  yvent  ofif  the  bridge  together. 
In  the  fall  Mr.  Martin  fell  out  of  the  carriage  and 
the  horse  fell  upon  him,  crushing  him  fearfully 
about  the  chest  and  stomach.  It  is  supposed  Mr. 
Martin  struck  head  first,  as  his  neck  was  broken  in 
two  places. 

"Howard  Martin  was  born  in  Orange  County, 
N.  y.,  October  14,  1814,  and  had  he  lived  until  tiie 
14th  of  October  he  would  have  been  seventy-six 
years  of  age.  He  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1836  and 
located  a  few  miles  west  of  Canton,  making  his 
residence  in  this  vicinity  extend  over  a  period  of 
forty-four  years.  On  June  18,  1845,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Teletha  Putman  who,  with  two  chil- 
dren, a  daughter  and  a  son,  survives  him.  Of  his 
father's  family  but  one  remains,  a  brother,  living 
west  of  Canton  in  Joshua  Township.  About  thir- 
teen years  since  Mr.  Martin  gave  up  his  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  having  amassed  quite  a  fortune,  and 
removed  to  Canton,  where  he  lias  since  made  his 
residence.  Perhaps  no  man  in  the  community  will 
be  missed  to  a  greater  degree  than  Mr.  Martin.  He 
was  a  kind-hearted,  generous  friend,  and  a  good 
neighbor,  dearly   beloved   by  every  member  of  his 


family  and  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  It  is  said 
that  no  man  ever  asked  Howard  Martin  for  financial 
aid  or  friendly  advice  in  vain.  A  man  of  large 
means,  he  was  in  a  position  to  extend  help  to  the 
need}'  and  deserving,  and  in  cases  where  he  could 
expect  no  return  for  his  kindness  he  was  especially 
liberal. 

'■His  drath  has  deepened  the  gloom  that  has 
fallen  ovei  the  community  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  other  prominent  and  well-known  citizens  in  the 
immediate  past,  and  it  will  take  time  for  our  peo- 
ple to  fully  realize  all  that  they  have  lost  in  the  sad 
taking  off  of  Howard  Martin,  who  may  be  properly 
styled  'one  of  the  noblest  works  of  God — an  honest 
man.' 

Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall, 

And  flowers  to  wither  at  the  north  wind's  breath. 
And  stars  to  set — but  all, 

Thou  hast  all  seasons  for  thine  own,  O  Death.'' 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  at  Lewis- 
town,  the  county-seat,  in  October,  1823,  and  was 
the  first  white  female  child  born  in  the  county.  She 
is  the  second  daughter  and  fourth  child  of  Elijah 
and  Elizabeth  (Duff)  Putman.  Her  parents  were 
born  in  the  South,  her  father  in  Kentucky  and  her 
mother  in  one  of  the  Carolinas.  They  were  among 
the  first  pioneers  to  locate  in  this  county,  coming 
here  in  1822.  The  Indians  were  very  numerous 
here  then,  and  there  were  but  few  settlements  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  In  1846  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Put- 
man removed  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Davis  County, 
where  they  spent  their  remaining  days,  ho  dying 
in  1863  and  she  in  1887.  Mrs.  Martin  resided  on 
the  home  farm  with  her  husband  until  their  re- 
moval to  Canton  and  now  she  and  her  daughter  are 
occup3'ing  the  famil}'  residence.  She  is  a  woman 
of  great  personal  worth  and  is  highly  regarded  by 
all  around  her. 

Charles  Martiu,  of  whom  we  writt,  was  reared  at 
his  birthplace  in  Buckheart  Township,  and  gleaned 
his  education  at  the  neighboring  school.  He  lived 
with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
when  he  married  and  eslablished  a  home  of  his 
own.  lie  carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising  quite 
extensively,  raising  and  shipping  cattle,  hogs  and 
horses,  and  continued  to  live  on  his  farm  thus  act- 
ively engaged    until    1881,  when    he    removed    to 
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Canton,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  still  super- 
intends the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  however,  and 
has  nine  hundred  acres  of  choice  laud,  the  most  of 
which  is  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  is 
provided  witii  buildings  of  a  substantial  order  of 
architecture. 

Mr.  Martin  was  married  to  Miss  Celinda  Hasson, 
of  this  county',  in  1874.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James 
Hasson  who  removed  from  New  York  to  this 
county.  They  have  .1  family  of  four  children — 
Fred,  Wyley.  Frank  and  Lee. 

^^HOMAS  .S.  GENTLIC.  In  all  the  broad 
|/^S^  expanse  of  the  Prairie  State  tiiere'is  no 
^^^'  count}'  which  affords  sustenance  to  a  greater 
number  of  agriculturists  than  this,  whose  produc- 
tive soil,  commercial  facilities  and  advanced  de- 
velopment make  it  pre-eminently  a  farmer's  home. 
One  of  its  comfortable  and  attractive  abodes  is 
that  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  occupies  the 
parental  homestead  in  Farmington  Township,  hav- 
ing an  undivided  interest  therein.  He  also  owns 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres  on  sections  14, 
and  15,  which  is  now  rented,  as  he  carries  on  the 
John  Gentle  estate. 

The  Gentles  were  originally-  French,  settlement 
being  made  in  Mar3dand  by  members  of  the  family 
in  Colonial  times.  In  that  State  the  late  John  Gentle 
was  born,  accompanying  his  parents  to  Ohio  in 
1810  when  a  child  of  about  two  years.  He  grew 
to  manhood  near  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  marrying 
a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Louisa  Higdon.  Her  father,  Peter  Hig- 
don,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gentle  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  hav- 
ing had  eleven  born  to  them.  They  came  to  Hli- 
nois  with  their  family  in  1855,  and  selecting  a 
location  in  Fulton  County,  established  a  home 
from  which  the  husband  and  father  was  removed 
in  the  spring  of  1884.  The  widowed  mother  is 
still  living  and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  seventy 
seven  years.  She  makes  her  home  with  her  children. 

The  family  record  is  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  widow 
of  Jacob  Stathcm,  lives  at  Normal;  Parthenia   E.. 


Mrs.  Mottier,  resides  in  Gibson  City,  Ford  County ; 
John  T.  Shotwell,  died  when  twenty-one  years  old; 
James  B.  married  Miss  Maggie  McMuUen  and  had 
two  children — Thomas  IL  and  John  N.,  who  are 
now  inmates  in  the  home  of  our  subject,  their  fa- 
ther having  died  in  1879  ;  Thomas  Smith  is  the  next 
in  order  of  birth;  Mrs.  Maggie  Bulger  lives  in  Gib- 
son City ;  Julia  E.  died  when  twent3--seven  3'ears 
old;  Ilattie  B.  is  the  wife  of  George  H.  Babbitt,  of 
Ashland.  Neb.;  Lulu  M.  married  Frank  Ashton 
and  their  home  is  in  Bryant,  this  State. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  26,  1845,  and  was 
therefore  about  ten  years  old  when  he  came  to  this 
State.  He  began  his  school  attendance  in  Ohio  and 
continued  to  study  in  the  district  schools  of  Farm- 
ington Township.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
he  entered  Lombard  University  at  Galesburg,  pur- 
suing his  studies  there  four  terms.  He  had  an  ex- 
perience in  the  work  of  an  instructor,  teaching 
two  winter  terms  in  Peoria  and  two  in  Fulton 
County.  His  knowledge  is  ampl^-  sufficient  to  en- 
able him  to  secure  a  fine  position  as  a  teacher,  but 
his  taste  does  not  lie  in  that  direction,  although  he 
met  with  good  success  while  he  was  thus  employed. 

In  1876  Mr.  Gentle  was  unite<l  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  L.  Kessler,  a  well  educated  lady  of 
estimable  qualities,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  edu- 
cated in  the  Canton,  111.,  High  School.  Her  father, 
W.  E.  Kessler,  a  native  of  Maryland,  went  to  the 
Buckeye  State  when  a  young  man,  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  established  himself  there. 
He  married  Miss  Kate  McClaiu  who  bore  him  eight 
children,  of  TS'hom  Mrs.  (Tcntle  is  the  eldest.  The 
Kesslers  came  to  this  countj'  and  for  several  years 
Mr.  Kessler  was  engaged  in  farming  as  well  as  car- 
penter work;  he  is  now  living  in  Canton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gentle  have  become  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom  is  now  about  twelve  years 
old.  They  are  named  respectively,  Anna  May, 
Harry  J.,  Ralph  W.  and  George. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  our  subject  set- 
tled on  the  homestead,  remaining  there  until  1881, 
when  he  purchased  ninctj'-five  acres  in  Ford  County 
and  removed  thither  where  he  remained  two  years 
when  he  came  back  and  settled  on  the  homestead. 
In  April,  188i»,  he  sold  that  property  and  purchased 
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his  present  estate.  He  was  appointed  administra- 
tor of  the  John  Gentle  estate  by  Judge  Boj'd,  and 
nlso  of  that  of  his  brother.  James  B.  Gentle.  He 
has  a  decided  political  bent  and  works  earnestly  to 
promote  the  interests  of  Democracy.  He  has  served 
as  School  Director  several  years  and  in  1889  was 
elected  Township  Supervisor.  He  bslongsto  Farm- 
ington  Lodge,  No.  192,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  whicli  he 
filled  the  chair  of  Master  in  1875-76-77. 

The  sterling  qualities  of  Mr.  Gentle  are  recog- 
nized by  all  who  know  him  and  his  genial  manners 
prepossess  strangers  in  his  favor.  He  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  his  children  and  future 
generations,  and  therefore  ready  to  bear  a  part  in 
all  those  movements  which  will  enhance  the  ma- 
terial, educational  and  moral  prosperitj'  of  the  na- 
tion. He  has  succeeded  well  in  worldly  affairs  and 
is  able  to  surround  his  family  with  all  of  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 


J"")  OHN  W.  P:RB.  This  county,  like  other  por- 
I  tions  of  the  United  Stales,  is  largely  indebted 
to  citizens  of  foreign  birth  for  the  develop- 
'  ment  of  her  agricultural  resources,  the  pro- 
motion of  the  cause  of  education  and  other  move- 
ments for  the  public  weal,  and  for  examples  of 
good  cilizensliip.  The  German  Empire  has  sent 
forth  many  sons  and  daughters  who  have  held 
prominent  and  honorable  places  among  the  num- 
ber. One  of  these  is  the  subject  of  this  biographi- 
cal notice,  who  occupies  a  farm  on  section  13, 
Decrfield  Township,  and  has  acquired  a  comfort- 
able estate. 

Philip  and  Catherine  (Schnur)  Erb.  the  iKironts 
of  our  subject,  were  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  emigrated  to  Ameiica  in  1853,  and  lo- 
cated in  this  county  on  the  section  mentioned. 
There  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  in- 
dustry and  honor.  The  husband  breathed  his  last 
April  12,  1877,  and  the  wife  May  2,  1887.  The 
good  couple  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  our 
subject  being  the  third  son. 

The  natal  day  of  John  W.  Erb  was  Felirnary  24, 


1834,  and  his  birthplace  the  province  in  which  his 
parents  also  had  opened  their  eyes  to  the  light.  He 
attended  school  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  tlie 
Empire,  acquiring  a  good  practical  education,  to 
which  he  added  somewhat  after  he  was  brought  to 
this  countr3-.  He  accompanied  his  parents  here, 
and  resided  under  their  roof,  assisting  his  fatiier 
until  his  marriage  to  Catherine,  daughter  of  Lewis 
and  Catherine  (Bumbergar)  Martin,  which  occur- 
red April  19,  1860.  The  bride  was  born  in  Bied- 
ershausen,  Bavaria,  Germany,  February  1,  1840. 
After  a  brief  wedded  life  she  passed  away  Novem- 
ber 28,  1861,  leaving  a  daughter,  Anna,  born 
March  22,  1861,  who  still  lives  with  her  father. 

Mr.  Erb  was  again  married  May  13,  1862,  his 
bride  on  this  occasion  being  Anna  M.  .Schnur.  Tliis 
lady  w.as  bofn  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  (iermanj',  Au- 
gust 29,  1834,  being  the  second  child  and  eldest 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Mary  M.  (Muhl)  Schnur. 
Her  parents,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  province 
as  herself,  came  to  America  in  1841,  locating  in 
Ohio.  Four  years  later  they  removed  to  Adams 
County,  this  State,  and  from  that  time  until  called 
hence,  were  residents  in  Burton  Townshi|).  airs. 
Sclmur  died  July  6,  1804,  au<I  Mr.  Schnur  M.ay  31, 
1884. 

"The  [jresent  Mrs.  Erb  has  borne  her  husband  six 
children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following:  George 
Hen:y,  born  March  4.  1863,  is  still  at  home;  Ella 
E.,  born  July  20,  1864.  is  the  wife  of  William  L. 
Elliott,  and  lives  in  Fairview  Township;  Emma 
Olivia,  born  September  12,  1806,  has  fitted  herself 
for  teaching,  attended  college  at  Carthage,  and  has 
taught  in  Joshua  and  Deerfield  Townships;  Amelia 
M.,  born  February  26,  1868,  has  taught  in  Deer- 
field  and  Cass  Townships  for  two  years,  and  has 
also  taken  a  term  of  instruction  in  shorthand  and 
typewriting  at  Dixon;  Maggie  M.,  born  March  19, 
1871,  has  been  attending  the  Northern  Normal 
School  at  Dixon;  William  E.,  born  January  24, 
1877,  died  February  12  the  same  year. 

Immediately  after  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Erb 
rented  a  farm  from  his  father,  occupying  it  iwo 
years,  after  whicli  he  removed  to  Adams  County. 
He  remained  there  until  1867,  then  returned  hither 
and  bought  land  on  section  13.  Deerfield  Township. 
In  1886  he  purchased   thirty    acres   adjoining   the 
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farm  on  the  north,  and  took  up  his  residence  upon 
the  new  tract,  where  he  iias  since  made  his  liome. 
He  has  a  fine  frame  house,  and  in  many  ways  irr,- 
proved  tiie  place.  The  land,  most  of  which  he  has 
cleared  and  improved,  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
five  broad  acres  from  which  a  good  support  is  ob- 
tained and  the  famil^^  supplied  with  all  the  com- 
forts of  life. 

Mr.  Erb  has  l.iUcn  jirent  pride  in  eilucalin,<j  his 
children,  and  fitting  tliem  for  usefulness  in  life. 
The  entire  family  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church, 
ii!  which  the  father  has  been  Deacon.  Mr.  Erb  has 
been  a  Democi-at  ever  since  he  can  remembei-,  and 
always  votes  the  straight  ticket.  He  belongs  to  the 
Joshua  Union  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  The  only 
office  which  he  has  held  has  been  that  of  School 
Director,  in  which  he  served  faithfully.  During 
the  Civil  War  Mr.  Erb  was  drafted,  and  paid  $900 
for  a  substitute. 


y-ILLIAM  C.SMITH.  Fulton  County  fur- 
nished  its  full  quota  of  noble  men  to  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Union  Army,  among  whom 
our  subject  occupied  an  honorable  place.  He  is  now 
prosperously  pursuing  agriculture  in  Farmers  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  a  farm  comprising  one  hundred 
and  fortj'^-three  acres,  upon  which  has  been  erected 
a  substantial,  roomy  residence,  a  good  granary  and 
such  other  .buildings  as  are  needed  on  a  modern 
estate. 

Wayne  County,  Ohio,  was  the  birtliplace  of  Mr. 
Smith  and  the  dale  of  his  birth  August  28,  1840. 
His  parents,  George  B.  and  Maria  (Spangler) 
Smith,  came  to  Illinois  from  the  Buckeye  Slate  in 
1856,  accompanied  by  their  family  of  four  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  They  spent 
the  ensuing  winter  in  Piatt  and  La  Salle  Counties, 
and  in  the  spring  of  18.")7  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Far- 
mers Township,  this  count3',  and  for  a  number  of 
years  w.as  engaged  in  farming  as  a  renter.  He  finally 
bought  a  tract  of  land  and  in  the  course  of  years 
oiiened  up  a  valuable  farm,  making  all  the  improve- 
ments and  adding  to  it  from  time  to  time.  Here 
his  earthly  career  was  brought  to  a  close,  his  death 


rounding  out  an  upright  and  honest  life.  His 
widow,  who  is  now  seventy-one  ye.ars  old.  still  oc- 
cupies the  old  homestead  and  has  about  fifty  acres 
of  land. 

Our  subject  was  one  in  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
<hen,  and  he  passed  his  early  life  on  a  farm  until 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  At  that  time  the 
great  Civil  War  was  raging  between  the  ^orth 
and  South.  He  was  intensely  interested  in  watch- 
ing its  progress  and  August  7,  1862,  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  was  with  his  regiment  until  he 
was  disabled  by  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of 
duty.  After  his  enlistment  he  went  to  Peoria  and 
in  October,  with  his  fellow-soldiers,  was  dispatched 
to  Cairo,  where  they  took  passage  on  a  boat  for 
Columbus,  Ky.  At  the  latter  place  they  embarked 
on  a  train  for  Jackson  and  Bolivar,  and  thence 
went  on  a  raid  against  the  rebels  in  the  direction  of 
Holly  Springs.  They  afterward  went  on  the  Cof- 
feeville  march  with  Gen.  Grant,  and  in  the  spring 
went  by  steamer  to  invest  Vicksburg.  landing  on  the 
banks  of  the  Yazoo  River  and  going  from  there  to 
the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
campaign  of  that  city.  After  it  fell  our  subject's 
regiment  went  to  Jackson  after  the  rebel  Gen. 
Johnston,  and  had  a  hard  fight  in  taking  the  place, 
assaulting  the  works  and  taking  them  by  storm.  Our 
subject  then  returned  to  Black  River  and  in  the  fall 
of  1863  he  was  sent  with  his  regiment  to  reinforce 
the  Arm}'  of  the  Cumberland  and  took  part  in  all 
the  engagements  to  the  taking  of  Savannah,  Ga., 
among  them  being  the  b.attles  of  Chattanooga,  Buz- 
zard's Roost,  Peach  Orchard  and  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Smith  was  accidentally  wounded  by  an  axe 
in  the  hands  of  his  brother.  They  were  cutting  a 
tree,  standing  on  the  opposite  si<les,  when  the  axe 
sli[)ped  off  the  handle  and  sunk  into  our  subject's 
left  ankle  making  a  very  severe  wound.  He  after- 
ward accompanied  his  regiment  on  the  m.arch  to  the 
sea  and  taking  a  boat  went  to  Beaufoit,  S.  C,  and 
landing  there  marched  up  the  country  and  was 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Johnston.  After  that 
they  proceeded  to  Richmond,  thence  to  Washing- 
ton, where  our  subject  took  part  in  the  Grand  Re- 
view, one  of  the  finest  military  displays  of  modern 
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times.  He  was  mustoiei  out  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
and  sent  to  Chicago;  here  he  received  his  discharge 
papers  July  7,  1865.  He  was  in  the  arnay  three 
years,  lacking  one  month,  and  hislmilitary  record 
was  that  of  a  courageous,  loyal  soldier,  who  did  his 
duty  in  whatever  position  he  occupied  regardless  of 
the  consequences  to  himself. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Smith 
was  his  marriage,  in  1865,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Cam- 
ron,  their  union  being  celebrated  at  the  bride's 
home.  Mrs.  Smitli  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  Camron,  old  settlers  of  this  county. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Samantha  E.,  Lewis 
M..  Mary  Jane,  Emma  May,  John  A.,  Perry  and 
Charles.  The  latter  tlu'ee  died  when  3'oung.  Sa- 
mantha is  the  wife  of  Henry^Ciienoweth. 

Upon  the  farm  where  they jnow^live  Mr. |^and  Mrs. 
Smith  settled  about  1868,  he  having  bought  thirty- 
eight  acres  of  it  at  that  time.  He  has  added  to  it 
by  subsequent  purchase  until  he  has  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  acres  of  choice  farming  land,  which 
is  well  developed  and  supplied  with  substantial  im- 
provements, making  it^one  of  jthe  most  desirable 
estates  in  the  county.  He  votes^with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  Although  devoting  his  time  mostly 
to  private  duties  and  not  caring  .much  for  jpublic 
life  he  has  yet  served  successfully  as  Commissioner. 
His  principles  are  aboveM-eproach  and  in  him  the 
Baptist  Church  finds  one  of  its  most  sincere  and 
upright  members. 


<S  MUAASl  L 
\J//  agriculturi 
W       Townshii 


:,ILLIA:M  H.  smith,  one  of  the  leading 
rists  and  stockmen  of  Pleasant 
ip,  is  a  native  of  the  county  and 
well  known  as  a  son  of  an  old  pioneer.  The  pros- 
perity of  a  place  depends  in  such  a  great  measure 
upon  the  business  men  who  reside  there,  that  a 
sketch  of  a  prominent  man  i.s  at  all  times  an  agree- 
able thing  to  read,  especially  when  he  has  won  suo- 
ee's  in  his  chosen  line  of  work. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Decem- 
ber 1!),  1814,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Smith,  natives  of  Virginia.   The  mother  died  when 


our  subject  was  in  his  seventh  year,  the  father  after 
he  was  eighteen  j^ears  of  age.  His  parents  moved 
from  their  native  State  to  Illinois  as  early  as  1834, 
residing  first  at  Rock  Island,  and  about  the  year 
1840  came  to  Fulton  County  where  they  located 
on  section  12,  Pleasant  Township.  They  were 
numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  that  place,  and 
did  much  to  advance  its  business.  To  them  were 
born  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living  at  the 
present  writing,  viz:  Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Miller, 
of  Pleasant  Township;  Wesley,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Oklahoma,  and  William  H.  subject  of  our  sketch. 
The  father  was  a  strong  Democrat,  and  being  an 
exceedingly  public-spirited  man,  was  interested  in 
all  worthj'  matters  that  tended  to  the  improvement 
of  the  eountj',  or  the  elevation  of  society.  Hf  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  most  promi- 
nent and  respected  citizens. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  passed  the  years  in- 
tervening between  childhood  and  man's  estate  in 
his  native  place,  and  is  thus  familiar  with  every 
phase  of  pioneer  life  and  the  marvelous  changes 
that  a  few  brief  years  have  wrought  in  this  section 
of  the  country.  Being  reared  on  a  farm,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  educational  facilities  were  poor,  he 
receired  only  a  fairly  good  education,  securing 
none  of  the  "higher  education"  given  under  our 
present  school  system  alike  to  rich  and  poor, 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United 
States.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Montana,  where  he  engaged  in  gold-mining, 
freighting  and  cattle-raising  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  His  success  was  great  from  a  financial  stand- 
point, but  he  preferred  his  native  place  and  re- 
turned to  Pleasant  Township  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  vvas  married  on  March 
23,  1871,  to  Miss  Sarah  Thompson,  daughter  of 
Anthony  Thompson,  who  lived  in  Woodland 
Township.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five 
children,  viz:  William,  Addie,  Harry,  Clyde  and 
Cora.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  September  6,  1854; 
her  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wood- 
land, where  they  made  their  home  until  the  father 
died  in  1870.  Thev  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  are  now  living:  Mary, 
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wife  of  Enoch  Thompson,  of  Pleasant  Township; 
Benjamin,  who  lives  in  Woodland  Township; 
Nancy,  wife  of  John  Hogan  a  resident  of  McDon- 
ough  County,  111.;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Smith;  Jane,  wife 
of  Harvey  Shelley,  who  lives  in  Woodland  Town- 
ship; and  Martha,  wife  of  Thornton  Burrel  of 
McDonougli  County.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  born 
in  Indiana,  and  came  with  her  parents,  Kinzie 
and  Katie  Shields,  to  Fulton  County  when  only 
four  years  of  age.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  came  to  this  county  at  an  early  date. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church. 

Our  subject  owns  a  valuable  estate  embracing 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  highly  culti- 
vated land,  and  has  a  fine  residence  and  substantial 
barns.  He  commenced  in  life  on  his  own  account 
when  young  and  has  had  no  assistance  in  fighting 
his  waj'  up  to  prominence.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  at  Ipava.  He  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Pleasant  Township,  and  makes 
a  specialty  of  raising  Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  Indeed,  as  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  progressive  agriculturists  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  Mr.  Smith  is  held  in  highest  esteem,  and  has 
the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 

JOHN  G.  HORNSTEIN  is  a  member  of  the 
enterprising  firm  of  Hornstein,  Bolton  & 
Co.,  of  Canton,  who  are  among  the  leading 
brick  manufacturers  of  the  county.  He  is 
amative  of  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born 
November  24.  1836,  to  Adam  and  Rosanna  (Darr) 
Hornstein.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their 
last  days  in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  of  whom  John  G.  wjis  the  eldest. 
The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
his  native  county  and  he  gained  his  early  knowl- 
edge of  books  in  the  primitive  log  schoolhouse.  In 
his  youth  he  began  to  learn  the  tr.ade  of  a  machin- 
ist and  that  of  a  stationary  engineer.  On  the  com- 
pletion  of  his  apprenticeshi|>  he  drifted  westward 


to  Quincy,  in  this  State,  in  the  year  1853  and  in 
that  city  worked  at  his  trade  several  years.  He 
finally  went  from  there  to  I'eoria  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  engineer  in  a  distil lerj-. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  brave  veterans  of  the 
late  war,  serving  long  and  honorably  in  defense  of 
his  country.  He  enlisted  in  the  month  of  July, 
1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  K.  Seventh  Illinois 
Cavalry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Mississippi  then  commanded  by  Gens.  Pope  and 
Grant.  Mr.  Hornstein  took  part  in  several  battles 
and  engagements  and  proved  to  possess  excellent 
soldierly  qualities.  He  served  in  the  battles  of 
New  Madrid,  Mo.;  luka,  Miss.,  and  other  battles, 
and  remained  with  his  regiment  until  October, 
1864,  when  he  was  honorabfj"  discharged  at  Spring- 
field, 111. 

Returning  to  Canton  after  his  ex])eriences  of  war 
and  bloodshed,  our  subject  was  employed  by  J.  II. 
McCall  to  run  the  engine  in  his  distillery  and 
in  connection  operated  a  flouring-mill  for  several 
years.  .He  finallj'  purchased  an  interest  in  the  dis- 
tillery ,'^afsociating  himself  with  Charles  Raym(ind 
under  the  firm  name  of  Raymond  &  Co..  and  to- 
gether they  managed  the  distillery  for  two  j'ears. 
Mr.  Hornstein  then  purchased  the  entire  interest  in 
the  business  and  had  it  under  his  control  for  some 
years,  when  he  sold  the  distillery  to  the  whisky 
trust. 

Previously,  however,  Mr.  Hornstein  had  become 
interested  in  the  brick  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hornstein,  Bolton  &  Co.,  and  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  brick  of  a  superior  quality.  The 
members  of  this  firm  still  continue  together  and 
there  has  been  no  change  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany. They  have  the  best  of  nuichinery  and  material 
and  produce  a  superior  quality  of  brick  for  which 
they  find  ready  sale.  In  1887  the  company  added 
to  their  works  the-  dry-press  brick  raadiine,  thus 
greatly  increasing  their  tacilities  for  carrying  on 
business,  which  is  conducted  after  the  best  modes. 
They  have  been  burned  out  twice  but  have  rebuilt 
with  improvements  in  each  case,  and  now  their 
works  have  a  capacity  of  twenty-five  thousand 
bricks  per  day.  Their  yards  are  located  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  city  near  the  old  distillery 
plant. 
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Mr.  Hornstien  has  been  twice  married,  First  in 
January  18()5,  lie  was  wedded  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 
Slocnni,  of  Canton,  and  a  daughter  of  Stephen  P. 
Slocurii.  She  departed  this  life  in  1868,  leavinjr 
one  son — Fred  S.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  to 
his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Grace  S.  Raymond, 
took  place  in  1872.  Mrs.  Hornstein  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Margaret  P.  Raymond,  and  she  was 
born  in  London,  England.  She  was  seven  years  of 
age  when  she  came  to  this  countr}'.  Mr.  HornsteiD 
is  a  man  of  social  prominence  and  is  a  member  of 
Morning  Star  Lodge  No.  734,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also 
of  Peoria  Chapter  No.  7,  and  of  the  Peoria  Consis- 
tory of  K.  T.  He  and  his  amiable  wife  are  in  every 
way  worthy  of  tlic  liigh  regard  in  which  they  are 
held,  and  at  their  attractive  residence  No.  3,  West 
Illinois  Street,  they  dispense  a  pleasant  hospitality. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Hornstein  appears 
ilsewhere  iu  tliis  volume. 


(«'  iVILLIAM  HINDERLITER  is  a  fine  repre- 
Vft  ^/l  sentative  of  our  self-made,  self  educated 
VW  ™cn,  and  the  work  that  he  has  accomplished 
has  placed  him  among  the  wealthy, intelligent  farm- 
ers, who  liave  borne  so  prominent  a  part  in  build- 
ing up  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  lie  is  the  son  of  an  early  settler,  and  his 
own  pioneer  labors  entitle  him  to  an  honorable 
place  among  the  pioneers  of  this  county.  He  is 
one  of  the  largest  landowners  and  the  most  exten- 
sive stock-raisers  in  Cass  Township,  where  he  has  a 
handsome  commodious  brick  residence  on  section 
26,  and  a  farm  that  in  point  of  dimensions,  im- 
provements and  cultivation  ranks  among  the  finest 
in  this  section  of  the  county.  It  comprises  six 
hundred  acres  of  good  prairie  land,  all  in  a  body, 
and  nearly  all  under  admirable  tillage.  He  rents 
much  of  it  and  has  retired  practically  from  active 
work,  though  he  superintends  the  raising  of  stand- 
ard grades  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and  of  quite 
a  quantity  of  grain,  the  most  of  which  he  feeds. 

John  Hinderliter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  though  he  came  of  an  old    | 
Virginia  family,  some  of  whose  members  took  part   ' 


in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  fathet  was  a  far- 
mer. The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Dinah 
Howarter  and  she  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
Her  father  also  took  part  in  the  Revolution.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  lived  there  until  1838  when  they  caino 
to  Illinois.  They  were  pioneers  of  Fulton  County 
and  the  first  year  they  spent  here  they  passed  on  a 
rented  farm  near  Canton.  The  next  year  they  rented 
the  Maxwell  farm  near  Cuba.  Then  they  bought 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  25,  Cass  Town- 
ship, and  settled  here  with  their  family.  The  laud 
was  timber  openings  and  here  he  built  a  log  cabin. 
The  situation  was  very  lonely  as  there  were  hut 
few  neighbors  in  this  then  sparsely  settled  re- 
gion, and  none  are  now  living  who  were  here  ihen. 
The  family  was  very  poor  and  us  the  father  had  ten 
souls  to  support  he  had  a  hard  task  before  him  in 
a  newly  settled  country.  However,  his  boys  were 
all  good  workers,  and  did  their  best  to  help  him. 
He  lived  a  great  many  years  and  when  his  death 
occurred  in  1885,  caused  by  his  accidentally  falling 
from  his  reaper,  he  had  acquired  a  comfortable 
property.  His  wife  died  in  1884.  They  were  tlie 
parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are  now 
living.  They  were  devout  Lutherans  aad  he  was 
a  prominent  man  in  the  church.  He  w.as  at  one 
time  leader  of  singing  in  a  Pennsylvania  congre- 
gation. 

William  Hinderliter  w:is  the  oldest  child  of  the 
family  and  was  born  January  18,  1820,  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.  He  received  ver}-  limited  schooling 
in  the  subscription  schools  and  only  attended  the 
free  school  one  term.  At  the  .age  of  twenty  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself  by  apprenticing  himself  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  served  a  year, 
and  after  that  worked  at  his  calling  in  this  neigh- 
borhood.  In  1843-44  he  worked  in  Chicago, 
which  then  was  a  town  with  a  population  of  eight 
thousand  people.  He  then  returned  home  and  in 
1846  he  and  his  wife  settled  on  this  farm.  They 
were  poor  at  that  time,  having  started  out  to- 
gether empty  handed  and  were  in  debt  for  their 
eighty -acre  tract  of  land.  They  first  lookup  their 
abode  in  a  rude  log  house  which  was  replaced  by 
a  hewed  log  house.  Their  third  residence  was  of 
brick  and  was  burned  in  18G8,  and  after  that  their 
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present  substantial  dwelling  was  erected.  It  was 
only  b3'  the  t-losesl.  economy,  i)v  hard  work  and  by 
living  from  hand  to  mouth  that  llie}'  succeeded  in 
keeping  soul  and  body  togellier  those  first  few 
j'ears.  Prudence,  thrift,  patience  and  self-sacrifice 
were  the  levers  liy  which  tliey  lifted  themselves  to 
their  present  position  of  independence   and  wealth. 

Mr.  Jlinderlilcr  was  one  of  tiie  "lOers"  vvho 
sought  gold  in  California.  He  and  nine  others 
crossed  the  [tlains  with  ox-teams  and  after  travel- 
ing six  months  and  eiglit  days  arrived  at  Sacra- 
mento. He  then  went  into  the  mines  for  awhile, 
and  subsequently  secured  a  team  and  transported 
provisions  to  the  mines.  He  made  money  by  this 
enterprise  and  after  a  year  on  the  Pacific  coast  re- 
turned home  by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Pan- 
ama, New  York,  Philadelphia,  Cincinnati  and  St. 
Louis.  AVhen  he  began  life  here,  as  before  men- 
tioned he  was  very  poor  and  had  to  depend  entirely 
on  his  hands  and  head  and  the  assistance  of  his 
good  wife. 

Mr.  Hinderliter  and  Miss  Mary  Ann  Smith  v/ere 
married  in  1845,  and  to  her  active  cooperation  he 
is  greatly  indebted  for  his  present  prosperity.  Mrs. 
Hinderliter  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Kline)  Smith.  They  came  here  from  Ohio  and 
were  early  settlers  of  this  county,  living  between 
Fairview  and  Ellisville.  They  are  now  deceased. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children  of  whom 
seveo  are  still  living.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  1823  in  Richland  Countj',  Ohio,  of  which 
her  father  was  a  pioneer  farmer,  and  she  was  a  lass 
of  seventeen  summers,  when  she  accompanied  her 
parents  to  Illinois  in  1 840.  They  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  her  father  was  a  stanch 
Democrat. 

We  are  glad  to  inscribe  on  these  pages  this  ac- 
count of  the  successful  career  of  our  subject,  as 
a  perusal  of  this  biography  may  afford  encourage- 
ment to  many  yonng  men  who  are  just  starting 
out  in  life  with  no  other  capital  than  an  enterpris- 
ing and  persevering  spirit  and  a  good  capacity  for 
steady  labor.  Mr.  Hinderliter  is  a  man  of  sturdy, 
roundabout  common  sense,  rare  judgment  and  good 
business  tact.  He  is  an  exceptionally  well-informed 
man,  having  been  a  great  reader  all  his  life  and 
from  books  and  observation   has  obtained  a  good 


practical  education.  One  of  his  chief  treasures  is 
his  good  library,  in  which  he  takes  much  pleasure. 
He  and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Trustee  and  Deacon  and 
they  are  both  interested  in  the  Sunday-school,  and 
he  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  same.  He  has 
done  much  for  the  cause  of  local  education  anil  has 
been  a  School  Director  here  in  years  past  and 
Road  Commissioner.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  his  sym- 
pathies were  with  the  Republican  party,  though  he 
lived  in  a  strong  Democratic  neighborhood  where 
Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  ruled,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  a  strong  Republican.  During  the 
war  two  of  his  brothers  served  as  soldiers.  His 
brother  Jesse,  now  a  resident  of  Blandinsville,  was 
a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois 
Infantry.  He  was  twice  wounded,  his  arm  being 
crushed  the  first  time  and  the  second  time  he  was 
shot  through  the  leg.  His  brother  Samuel,  a  resi- 
dent of  Highland,  Wis.,  was  in  a  Wisconsin  regi- 
ment during  the  Rebellion. 


vij  OSEPH  C.  MORGAN,  well  known  and  lion- 
I  orod,  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  this  county, 
I  and  he  has  here  extensive  farming  interests. 
1;^^'  He  has  an  attractive  home  in  Harris  Town- 
ship, adjoining  the  village  of  Seville,  beauti- 
fully situated  on  an  eminence  overlooking  Spoon 
River,  and  commanding  a  fine  view  of  this  pleas- 
ant country  landscape.  Our  subject  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Dr.  Darius  T.  Morgan,  a  pioneer  physician  of 
Fulton  County,  who  was  for  many  years  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  his  profession,  till  his 
death  in  Bushnell.  HI.,  in  1880.  He  was  greatly 
esteemed,  and  his  memory  is  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him;  as  much  for  his  kindly  acts  of  hand  and 
heart,  as  for  his  great  skill  as  a  physician.  He 
was  a  gentleman  of  broad  ideas  aiid  of  an  investi- 
gating mind,  and  as  such  followed  no  prescribed 
limits  in  medicine. 

The  Doctor  left  a  wife  and  five  children  resid- 
ing in  Bushnell.  Among  his  sons  is  F.  A. 
Morgan,  commoidy  known  as  "Bert,"  who  is  justly 
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celebrated  for  his  phenomenal  musical  powers.  An 
enlhusiastic  admirer  and  devoted  friend,  writes  of 
him  as  follows:  "With  him  music  is  not  an  attain- 
ment hut  an  endowment.  Nature  has  poured  with 
lavish  hand  her  musical  treasures,  rich  and  rare, 
out  to  him.  She  sits  witli  him  at  the  instrument, 
guiding  his  hands,  while  from  the  keys  i)Our  forth 
the  rich  meIod3',  grand  liarmonj'  and  concord  of 
sweet  songs,  till  the  listener,  carried  beyond  self, 
and  in  consonance  with  the  deep  swelling,  throb- 
bing, over-mastering  emotions  produced,  findsliim- 
self  either  crying  or  laughing  in  ecstatic  delight. 
You  feel  that  it  is  not  human  fingers  l.hat  produce 
the  harmony  of  poetry,  the  melodj'  of  song,  the 
love  of  gods,  the  hate  of  devils,  the  whispering  of 
zephj'rs,  the  fury  of  storms,  the  despairing  wail  of 
the  lost,  with  the  innocent  prattle  of  the  child;  the 
rushing  torrent,  and  tlie  babbling  of  the  brook; 
tlie  roar  of  battle,  with  the  chiming  of  bells.  It  is 
more  than  music!  It  is  a  storj'  of  life,  love,  hope, 
fear,  despair  and  death.  The  writer  hereof  was 
for  several  years  associated  with  Bert,  and  has 
heard  him  in  his  various  moods,  often  and  often  at 
the  organ,  produce  music  by  inspiration,  and  can 
truly  say,  'Fair  Calliope,  the  goddess  of  music,  doth 
move  him.'  " 

Joseph  C.  Morgan,  the  subject  of  this  l)iographical 
review,  was  born  in  this  county  November  21,  1847, 
and  has  passed  nearly  all  his  life  here,  living  for 
many  years  in  Marietta.  When  he  was  fourteen 
3'ears  of  age  he  started  in  life  for  himself,  working 
on  a  farm  and  teaming  till  he  grew  lo  manhood. 
He  was  then  married  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Fuller,  a 
daughter  of  Amos  S.  Fuller,  who  was  a  well-known 
miller  of  this  county  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Cuba. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  no  children,  as  their 
only  child,  a  boy,  died  in  infancy.  This,  the  great 
sorrow  of  their  wedded  life,  has  but  served  to  bind 
them  closer  together,  and  theirs  is  an  example  of 
true  marriage. 

After  he  married,  our  subject  settled  on  his 
father-in-law's  place  on  Spoon  River,  where  he  has 
opened  up  a  fine  farm  b}'  liis  own  exertions.  It  is 
finely  located,  as  before  mentioned,  and  is  only 
about  forty  rods  from  the  village  of  Seville.  Mr. 
Morgan  also. owns  another  farm,  which  comprises 
one  hundred  and  five  acres,  and  is  situated  in  Cass 


Township,  just  across  the  river  and  bridge  near 
the  Toledo,  Peoria  <fe  Western  Railroad.  His 
home  place,  about  a  half  a  mile  away,  comprises 
one  hundred  acres,  and  both  farms  are  finely  culti- 
vated and  yield  rich  harvests. 

Mr.  Morgan  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  presence, 
pleasant  rtianners  and  of  undoubted  integrity.  His 
many  sterling  qualities  and  quiet,  unassuming  dis- 
position have  won  liini  a  high  place  in  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  enjoys  the  comforts  of 
his  home  life  which  is  presided  over  by  his  estim- 
able wife,  a  lady  of  fine  taste  and  rare  attainments. 


j^^  AMUEL  R.  HINKLE.  No  county  in  Illi- 
^^^  uois  supports  so  large  an  agricultural 
(ft/ni)  population  as  this,  and  nowhere  on  the 
continent  can  a  more  enterprising,  pro- 
gressive and  intelligent  set  of  farmers  be  found. 
The  ownership  of  a  goodly  portion  (jf  land  with 
first-class  buildings  upon  it,  is  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  skill  and  good  judgment  of  any  man  whose 
home  is  within  the  limits  of  this  county.  When  we 
state  that  the  gentleman  above-named  owns  eighty 
acres  on  sections  19  and  30.  in  Canton  Township, 
and  also  eighty  acres  on  section  12,  Joshua  Town- 
ship, on  the  first  of  which  is  to  be  found  a  complete 
set  of  substantial,  commodious  buildings,  it  will 
be  understood  that  he  is  a  good  farmer  and  wise 
manager. 

Mr.  Hinkle  is  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Md.,  born  December  2,  1837.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Anna  (Rickard)  Hinkle,  were  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.  In  1851  the}'  came  West,  settling  in 
Joshua  Township,  this  county,  where  they  died 
when  about  seventy-seven  years  old.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  our 
subject  being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  The  youth 
accompanied  his  parents  hither  and  remained  with 
them  until  the  spring  of  1860,  when  he  married  and 
established  his  own  home.  He  lived  in  McDonough 
County  during  the  summer,  and  in  the  fall  settled 
in  Canton  Township,  this  county.  In  1863  he 
located  upon  the  estate  he  now  occupies,  which 
forms  a  part  of  section  U*.     He  has  devoted  his  at- 
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tenlion  to  agriculture  since  his  early  life,  and 
understands  well  how  to  make  his  land  and  lahor 
remunerative. 

February  21,  18G0,  Mr.  Hinlde  led  to  the  hy- 
meneal altar  Minerva  F.  Randolpli,  the  marriage 
ceremony  l.eing  performed  at  theMjride's  home  in 
Joshua  Township.  Mrs.  Hinkle  isadaugiiter  of  John 
and  Nancy  F.  (Rawalt)  Ran<U)l|)ii,  whose  history 
is  outlined  in  the  biography  of  their  son,  Joiin  F. 
Randolph,  on  another  page  in  this  volume.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Randolph  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
in  this  county,  their  location  being  in  Joshua  Town- 
ship, where  their  daughter  Minerva  was  born  July 
4,  1837.  There  also  the  parents  died,  the  mother 
at  an  advanced  age.  Mrs.  Hinkle  is  an  estimable 
woman,  in  whose  companionship  her  husband  finds 
his  chief  delight,  and  whose  good  qualities  are  ap- 
preciated by  many  friends. 

Mr.  Hinkle  has  held  the  offices  of  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  School  Trustee,  serving  in  the  latter 
capacity  several  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  in  his  religious  views,  liberal.  He  is 
public-spirited,  deeply  interested  in  all  movements 
which  promise  to  advance  the  material  or  moral 
prosperity  of  the  citizens.  He  weighs  carefully  all 
matters  brought  before  him  for  consideration,  and 
when  once  he  has  arrived  at  a  decision  is  firm  in 
adhering  to  the  same.  Kis  fellow-men  hold  him  in 
good  repute  as  a  man  of  intelligence,  uprightness 
and  cordial  spirit. 


R.  L.  A.  ROBISON.  On  the  oi)posiLe  page 
will  be  noticed  a  portrait  of  this  prominent 
and  successful  piiysician  .-it  Canton.  Now 
that  the  world  is  so  full  of  -bread-winners,"  strug- 
gling each  to  secure  the  prizes  allotted  to  industr}- 
and  ability,  a  man  must  possess  both  talent  and  in- 
domitable energy  to  win  fortune's  smiles  and  fa- 
vor. Once,  when  educational  advantages  were 
limited  to  the  children  of  wealthy  parents,  compe- 
tition in  the  professional  circles  was  not  nearly  so 
fierce  as  in  this  age,  when  public  schools  place  the 
best  instruction  within  the  reach   of  all.     And  this 


I  very  competition  has  been  the  means  of  securing 
unlimited  benefit  to  humanity,  in  that  it  h»s 
quietened  the  faculties,  and  given  rise  to  many 
new  theories. 

Dr.  Robison  was  born  near  Oberlin,  Ohio,  May 

j  21,  1853,  and  the  brightness  and  beauty  of  his  natal 
month  seem  somehow  to  have  lingered  always  in 
his  pathway,  and  brought  him  much  of  the    "good 

]  the  gods  provide."  The  Robisons  are  of  Irish  de- 
scent, inheriting,  therefore,  the  natural  wit  so  pe- 
culiarly characteristic  of  those  born  in  the  Emerald 

:  Isle.  His  parents  were  Jacob  W.  anifMartha 
(Leonard)  Robison,  natives  of '  Pennsylyauia,  and 

I   to   them   were   born  six    children,   viz:]  [^ Barbara, 

j    Mary  A.,  William  L.,  Elizabeth,  John  L.  and  L.  A. 

I  They  were  married  in  their  native  State  and  at  a 
later  date  moved  to  Ohio,  but  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania  while  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  an  in- 
fant. The  father  was  a  contractor  by  trade  and 
a  very  successful  man. 

Our  subject  having  received    a  first-class  educa- 

j   tion,  taught  school  for  a  time  but  failed  to  find  the 

j   supposed  pleasure  in  that  profession.     For  a  while 

j  he  was  employed  as  time-kee|)er  for  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad,  and  was  afterward  engaged  in 
working  for  the  leading  mines  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  However,  his  natural  tendency  was 
towards  a  professional  life,  and  he  commenced  to 
study  medicine  under  the  instructions  of  Dr.  J.  F. 
Holbert.     After  about  a  year  and   a  half   devoted 

j   to  constant  study  he  entered    the   University   of 

',  Medicine  in  New  York  City.  He  also  attended  the 
Medical  College  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  upon  a 
State  Board  certificate  practiced  through  the  West. 
Finally  after  graduating  with  high  honors  at  the 
College  of  Meilicine  and  Surgery  at  Cincinnati,  on 
F'ebruary  20,.  1888,  he  located  at  Breeds,  Fulton 
County.  During  the  winter  of  1889  and  18'J0  Dr. 
Robison  received  instruction  in  Chicago,  and  on 
the  1st  of  March  removed  to  Canton,  where  he  at 
once  established  an  extensive  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice, and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

The  Doctor  was  married    at  Breeds  on  June    21, 

I  1884,  to  Miss  Grace  Tabor,  daughter  of  Reuben 
and  Jane  (Arnold)  Tabor,  and  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one 
child — Mary  Alina,  who  is  at  the  present  writing  an 
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infant.  Our  subject's  kinsmen  have  always  been  de- 
vout church  members,  and  he  was  offered  a  liberal 
education  in  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
This  he  declined,  not  because  he  failed  to  appre- 
ciate the  benefits  it  implied,  but  simply  because,  as 
a  "Free  Thinker."  he  could  not  conscientiously  ac- 
cept the  same.  Indeed,  he  has  let  pass  several  ex- 
cellent opportunities  of  this  kind,  being  a  strictly 
honorable  man,  and  consequently'  opposed  to  as- 
suming what  he  could  not  believe.  In  polities  he 
is  a  Democrat. 


--^ •:*5^- '^-- 

j|L^  ON.  SAMUEL  P.  CUMMINGS.  This 
llji'i  county  isthehomeof  quite  a  number  of  men 
%^  who  were  thrown  upon  their  own  resources 
(^  at  an  early  age,  and  whose  natural  aptness 
.nnd  energy  were  developed  and  .strengthened  by 
contact  with  the  world,  resulting  in  making  their 
lives  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  worldl3' 
prosperity  and  winning  respect.  Among  this  num- 
ber is  the  Hon.  S.  P.  Cummings  of  Astoria,  who 
has  not  only  attained  a  competency  but  has  won  an 
honorable  record  in  legislative  halls,  on  the  jiicli- 
cial  bench  and  as  a  private  citizen. 

Heredity  is  so  important  a  factor  in  life  that  it 
may  be  well  before  noting  the  chief  incidents  in 
the  career  of  our  subject  to  make  brief  mention 
of  the  family  history.  His  grandfather,  McDonald 
Cummings,  a  native  of  Scotland,  was  graduated 
at  Edinburgh  and  joined  the  King's  army  as  sur- 
geon. He  accompanied  the  troops  to  America  in 
Colonial  times  but  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revo- 
lution, took  sides  with  the  Colonists  to  whom  he 
gave  his  services  in  the  same  capacity  which  he 
had  filled  in  the  British  Armj'.  After  the  war  tlie 
.State  of  Massachusetts  granted  him  land  near  Saco, 
then  included  in  that  State.  There  he  spent  his 
last  years  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
reared  four  sons,  among  them  being  Nathaniel,  the 
father  of  our  subject. 

That  gentleman  was  born  in  Saco  and  when 
quite  young  turned  to  a  seafaring  life,  finally  be- 
coming a  vessel  owner.  He  was  Captain  of  the 
brig  "Liberty"  sailing  between  Boston  and   Liver- 


pool and  half  owner  of  her  when  she  was  wrecked 
December  24,  1801.  The  crew  and  passengers 
were  saved  and  some  of  the  latter  commemorated 
the  event  by  having  pitchers  made  in  Liverpool 
with  a  picture  of  the  brig  on  each  side,  one  repre- 
senting the  vessel  fully  rigged  and  the  other  with 
the  deck  swept  of  all  its  rigging.  The  date  of  the 
disaster  was  also  engraved  upon  the  pitchers. 

After  the  loss  of  the  vessel  Capt.  Cummings  re- 
tired from  the  sea  and  gave  his  attention  to  teach- 
ing navigation,  residing  in  Saco  until  his  death,  in 
1827.  His  widow  survive:!  until  1868,  when  she 
too  entered  into  rest.  She  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Sarah  Junkens,  was  a  native  of  Saco, 
and  became  the  mother  of  nine  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, of  whom  th,e  only  survivors  are  Stephen  and 
our  subject.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Cummings,  Capt. 
Paul  Junkens,  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  liad 
command  of  a  vessel  in  the  merchant  marine  ser- 
vice, running  from  Salem,  Mass.,  to  Liverpool. 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Saco,  in  which  town  he  breathed  his 
Last. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
February  5,  1818,  in  Saco,  York  County,  Me., 
where  he  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  and  re- 
ceived such  an  education  as  was  possible  before  he 
was  obliged  to  do  for  himself.  He  was  about  nine 
years  old  when  his  father  died  and  some  three  years 
later  struck  out  in  life,  being  employed  at  various 
occupations  until  he  was  fifteen.  He  then  went  to 
Portland  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tailor,  and  after 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  started  in 
business  in  his  native  town,  although  he  was  still 
"only  a  boy."  He  continued  bis  occupation  there 
until  1  840,  when  he  started  for  Illinois  by  the  route 
considered  the  most  expeditious  at  that  time. 

This  was  by  steamer  to  Boston,  by  rail  to  Fall 
River,  by  steamer  via  Long  Island  Sound  to  New 
York,  where  a  change  was  made  to  a  river  boat 
which  carried  him  to  Albany,  whence  he  jour- 
neyed over  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buflfalo  and  there  em- 
barked on  a  steamer  bound  for  Chicago.  There 
was  so  much  ice  in  the  lakes  that  the  boat  stopped  at 
Cleveland  and  Mr.  Cummings  pursued  his  journey 
by  stage  to  Cincinnati  and  thence  on  the  Ohio, 
Mississippi    and    Illinois    Rivers    to    this    county. 
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Leaving  the  steamer  at  Sharp's  Landing  he  made 
his  way  to  Astoria,  then  a  village  of  but  a  dozen 
buildings,  two  only  being  frame.  There  was  one 
store  and  a  blafiksmith-shop  and  a  hotel  kept  in  a 
log  building. 

Mr.  Cummiiigs  concluded  to  locate  in  a  larger 
place  and  going  lo  Lewislown,  the  county  seat, 
opened  a  tailor  shop  in  which  he  carried  on  busi- 
ness three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land,  built  a  dwelling 
and  devoted  his  time  to  clearing  the  land  and  till- 
ing the  soil  until  1852.  He  then  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Robert  McClelland  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Astoria,  since  which  lime  he 
has  been  continuously  interested  in  that  pursuit, 
although  not  actively  engaged  in  the  labors  con- 
nected therewith.  In  1862  he  assisted  in  raising 
tiie  Eighty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  received  a 
Major's  commission,  serving  with  the  troops  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Perry  ville.  Stone  River,  and  other  smaller 
engagements,  and  served  with  credit  until  honor- 
ably discharged  on  account  of  disability. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cummings  was  celebrated 
August  25,  1840,  his  bride  being  Miss  Lucy  M. 
Durell.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Kenne- 
bunk,  York  County,  Me.,  December  3,  1818,  her 
parents,  Eliphalet  and  Jane  (Merrill)  Durell,  being 
also  natives  of  the  Pine  Tree  State  and  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  this  count)'.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cummings  have  six  children,  namely:  Eliza,  wife 
fif  John  \Y.  Greene,  a  merchant  in  Astoria;  Mc- 
Donald, a  merchant  in  Lewistown;  Emma,  wife  of 
William  Scripps,  of  Astoria;  ^usic,  wife  of  Darrow 
Waggoner,  of  Astoria;  Henry  Orleans,  an  attorney- 
al-law  in  Springfield;  and  William,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Lewistown.  The  up- 
right and  useful  lives  of  these  sons  and  daughters 
reflect  credit  upon  the  parents  to  whom  they  owe 
so  much  for  loving  care  and  good  counsel,  and 
their  intelligence  and  good  breeding  make  them 
popular  in  the  best  society  of  the  towns  in  which 
they  live. 

The  political  alliliation  of  Mr.  Cummings  has 
always  been  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Commit- 
tee-at-large  and    had  been   a  delegate    to  all    the 


State  conventions  for  upward  of  thirty  years.  In 
1876  he  was  delegate  to  the  National  Convention 
at  St.  Louis.  He  .served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  thirty  years,  and  in  1877  was  elected  County 
Judge.  He  was  first  sent  to  the  .Slate  Legislature 
in  1858.  re-elected  in  1860,  and  again  elected  in 
1870;  two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  the  Stat% 
Senate  and  afterward  returned  to  the  House. 
In  1869  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention.  His  great  popularity  is  also  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  he  served  twenty- two  years  as  Su- 
pervisor, being  Chairman  of  the  County  Board 
eighteen  years.  His  record  is  that  of  a  man  inter- 
ested in  public  improvements,  liberal  in  his  views 
regarding  appropriations,  but  averse  to  extrava- 
gance or  fraud. 

Socially,  Mr.  Cummings  is  a  member  of  Astoria 
Lodge,  No.  100,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Stapleton  Chapter 
No.  9,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Rushville  Commandery  No. 
56,  K.  T.,  in  the  latter  of  which  he  is  Past  Eminent 
Commander.  The  energy  of  his  character  and  the 
force  of  purpose  inherent  in  his  nature  are  appar- 
ent at  a  glance.  He  sees  at  a  glance  the  difficult 
point  in  any  question  and  as  readily  sees  the  means 
that  must  be  adopted  to  carry  it.  Stanch  in  princi- 
ples, clear  in  perception  and  decided  in  character,  he 
deserves  the  good  things  which  have  come  to  him, 
and  the  high  character  for  probity  which  years  of 
intimate  business  and  social  acquaintance  have 
brought  him. 


JOHN  KINGERY,  deceased,  was  a  valued 
citizen  of  Joshua  Township.  He  was  a  brave 
officer  in  the  late  war  and  although  he  did 
not  die  on  the  battle-field,  just  as  surely 
gave  up  his  life  for  his  country,  as  his  death  was 
caused  by  disease  contracted  while  in  the  army. 

Mr.  Kingery  was  born  November  3.  1824,  in 
Washington  County,  Md.  When  he  was  about 
eleven  years  old  he  accompanied  his  father  and 
mother  to  Montgomery-  County,  Ohio.  His  parents 
resideil  there  several  3'ears,  but  finally  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  the  fall  of  1852  and  located  among  the 
pioneers  of  this  county.    Our  subject  early  learned 


16 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  pursued  it  as  long  as 
lie  remained  in  Ohio.  In  the  sprint  of  1853  he 
followed  his  parents  to  this  county.  After  remain- 
ing in  Illinois  a  short  time  he  returned  to  the 
Buckeye  State.  He  was  there  when  hostilities 
broke  out  between  the  North  and  the  South.  He 
watched  the  progress  of  the  war  with  intense  inter- 
est, and  as  soon  as  he  was  able,  cast  in  his  lot  with 
the  other  patriotic  citizen-soldiers  who  had  gone 
forth  to  aid  in  fighting  their  country's  iiattles.  He 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com|)any  E,  Ninety-fourth 
Ohio  Infantry.  He  displayed  fine  soldierly  quali- 
ties which  attracted  the  attention  of  his  superiors, 
and  he  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Sergeant.  Subsequentl3'  his  gallant  conduct 
on  the  field  of  battle  was  duly  recognized  by  his 
promotion  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  and  at  the  time 
of  his  resignation  he  was  First  Lieutenant  of  his 
company.  He  took  part  in  many  hotly-contested 
battles,  among  which  we  may  mention  those  of 
Perrysville  and  Stone  River.  He  has  often  related 
to  his  devoted  wife  and  his  many  interested  friends 
his  miraculous  escape  from  death  on  the  Sunday 
morning  preceding  the  latter  engagement  when  so 
many  of  the  brave  bo3's  in  blue  fell  to  rise  no 
more. 

Our  subject  was  obliged,  much  to  his  regret,  to 
resign  his  commission  in  1863  and  retire  from  the 
army  on  account  of  disabilit}-,  and  lie  was  honorably 
discharged  July  25,  after  serving  hiscountrj'  with 
the  utmost  fidelity'  and  efficiency.  He  returned  to 
his  home  in  Ohio,  and  on  the  Istof  December,  1863, 
again  took  up  his  icbiilence  in  Fulton  Countj^  an.l 
from  that  time  was  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Joshua  Township  until  his  untimely  death,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1889.  Those  qualities  which  made  him  a 
good  soldier  added  to  the  value  of  his  citizenship. 
He  was  a  thoroughly  practical  man,  of  sturdy 
habits  and  excellent  character,  and  in  his  death 
not  only  his  family  sustained  a  loss  but  the  com- 
munity at  large.  While  he  was  a  citizen  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  he  was  active  in  its  public 
life  and  served  one  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Kingery  was  happy  in  his  domestic  relations, 
securing  by  his  marriage  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1849,  with  Miss  Eliza  J.  Cosier,  of  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  a    true   and    devoted    wife.     Their 


marriage  was  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  three 
children ,  and  tlie  following  is  the  record  of  the  tTro 
now  living:  Laura  Anna  was  born  January  10, 
1852;  Jessa,  June  24,  1857.  Laura  A.  married  Syl- 
vester Abbott  and  resides  some  sis  miles  from  her 
mother's  home. 

Mrs.  Kingery  now  lives  on  the  farm  that  she 
owned  at  the  death  of  her  husband.  .She  is  a 
woman  of  superior  sense  and  capability  and  al- 
though somewhat  advanced  in  life,  being  now 
sixty-three  years  old,  still  preserves  her  wonted 
physical  vigor  and  is  managing  her  farming  inter- 
ests in  a  business-like  wav. 


I«:^>  AMUEL  C.  MARVEL  is  the  proprietor  and 
^^^  manager  of  a  first-class  livery  and  feed 
^\/_^  stable  on  the  corner  of  Pine  and  White 
Streets,  Canton.  A  fine  two  story  brick 
building,  well  and  comfortably  arranged,  affords 
shelter  for  a  number  of  fine  horses,  a  good  supply 
of  buggies,  carriages,  and  the  various  appurtenances 
belonging  to  the  business  in  which  Mr.  Marvel  is 
now  well  established. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  eldest  son  of  William  F.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Crath)  Marvel,  who,  soon  after  their 
marriage,  removed  from  Ohio  to  Knox  County,  111. 
They  are  still  living,  being  now  residents  of  Joshua 
Township,  this  count}'.  Both  were  born  in  the 
Buckeye  State.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children 
besides  our  subject.  Cyntliia  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Shrader,  of  Joshua  Township;  Wilson  S.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Knox  County;  Sarah  F.  married  Ed  Crowl, 
of  Joshua  Township;  Martha  J.  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Lewis,  of  Fairview  Township;  John  and  Heniy  re- 
side with  their  parents. 

Our  sulijeet  is  a  native  of  Knox  Count}',  having 
been  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Shin  town  November 
10,  1852.  He  was  reared  as  are  most  f.armers'  sons, 
early  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  securing  a  fair  education  in  the 
school  held  in  the  vicinity.  He  attended  the  Lone 
Elm  schoolhouse.  After  reaching  manhood  he 
still  remained  under  the  shelter  of  his  father's  roof 
until   he  had  reached  his   tweuty-Qftli  year,  wlien 
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he  establislu'd  a  borae  of  his  own.  Locating 
on  a  farm  in  Joshua  Township  he  pursued  the 
vocation  of  a  general  farmer  nntil  18S6,  when  he 
sold  his  stock  and  personal  effects  and  removed  to 
Canton.  He  had  not  lived  in  that  city  long  ere  he 
had  instituted  the  business  in  which  he  is  prospering 
as  his  energj'  deserves. 

In  the  work  of  establishing  his  home  Mr.  Marvel 
was  abl)"  assisted  by  iiis  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabetli  Rhodormer.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  Rhodormer,  who  came  to  this  county  from 
New  Jersey  and  located  iu  Fairfield  Township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvel  have  three  children — Mazie 
L.,  Phebe  D.  and  Leslie  Cleveland — who  form  an 
interesting  and  attractive  group.  Mr.  Marvel  has 
served  one  term  as  Township  Collector,  faithfully' 
discharging  his  duties,  although  he  has  no  pre- 
dilection for  public  life.  He  is  a  member  of  Morn- 
ing Star  Lodge.  No.  734,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star  Lodge.  Politically, 
Mr.  Marvel  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


J'^!  AMES  ELLIS.  This  venerable  gentleman 
is  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Vermont, 
I  as  one  of  its  earliest  settlers,  and  the  olilest 
'  within  its  bounds.  He  still  owns  the  greater 
part  of  the  land  which  he  purchased  from  the 
Government,  flfty-five  years  ago,  and  has  placed  it 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  village,  and  here  his  declin- 
ing years  are  quietly  and  peacefully  passing  in  a 
comfortable  home  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  compan- 
ionship of  his  family  and  his  faithful  wife  who  has 
been  his  true  and  devoted  helpmate  for  more  than 
half  a  century. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  born  February  14.  1810,  in  that 
part  of  Henry  County,  now  included  in  Oldham 
County.  Ky.  His  father,  Joshua  Ellis,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  and  his  grandfather.  John  Ellis 
was,  it  is  thought,  born  in  England.  He  spent  his 
last  years  in  Goochland  County,  near  Richmond,  Va. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  Virginia, 
and  went  from  there  to  Kentucky  when  a  young 
man,  making  the  jt)urney  ac  ross  the  mountains  on 


horseback.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  in 
what  was  then  Henry  County,  and  built  a  log 
house,  in  which  humble  dwelling  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born.  The  father  cleared  quite  a 
tract  of  land,  .and  resided  there  till  his  de.ath.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Catherine  Powers  and 
she  also  died  on  the  home  farm.  She  was  an  adept 
at  spinning  and  weaving  and  clothed  her  children 
in  homespun  garments.  The^'  were  pioneers  iu  a 
sparsely  settled  country,  and  Louisville,  twenty- 
five  miles  distant,  was  the  nearest  market  for  sup- 
James  Ellis,  of  this  sketch,  grew  to  man's  estate 
in  his  native  county,  and  lived  with  his  parents  till 
he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  Then,  a  stalwart  and 
able-bodied  young  man,  he  started  out  in  life 
on  bis  own  account,  and  going  to  Jefferson  Countyi 
secured  a  situation  as  superintendent  of  a  farm. 
In  1835  he  paid  his  first  visit  to  Illinois,  making 
the  entire  journey  to  and  from  Jefferson  County 
on  horseback.  He  visited  the  present  site  of  Ver- 
mont, but  at  that  time  there  was  no  village  here, 
and  there  were  but  few  settlers  in  all  the  township. 
The  land  not  held  as  military  land  was  held  by  the 
Government,  and  was  for  sale  at  $1.2.5  per  acre. 
He  bought  a  "squatter's  claim"  to  a  tract  of  timber 
which  is  included  in  his  present  farm,  and  after  re- 
maining a  few  days  returned  to  Kentu'.-ky. 

In  1837  Mr.  Ellis  again  started  for  this  State, 
taking  his  family  with  him  and  making  the  journej' 
overland  to  their  future  home.  The  family,  with 
the  exception  of  Mrs.  Ellis,  who  rode  on  horse- 
back, came  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  a  pair  of  horses, 
to  their  destination,  arriving  after  three  weeks' 
travel.  There  was  a  log  cabin  on  the  land,  into 
which  the  family  moved.  It  was  built  of  round 
logs,  and  had  an  earth  .and  stick  chimney.  The 
country  was  in  a  very  wild  condition,  was  thinly 
inhabited,  and  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other  kinds 
of  game  were  plentiful.  There  were  no  railways 
here  for  years  after  the  family  located  here,  and 
all  produce  was  drawn  to  Browning's  and  Sharp's 
landings,  fourteen  miles  distant,  and  from  there 
shipped  to  St.  Louis. 

Our  subject's  means  were  very  limited,  but  he 
had  been  reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and  w.ns  en- 
ergetic and  ambitious,  so  that  by  years  of  hard  toil 
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he  accomplished  the  pioneer  task  of  evolving  a  good 
and  highly  productive  farm  from  tlie  wilderness. 
He  was  so»n  enabled  to  replace  the  rude  cabin  by 
a  hewed  log  house,  later  erected  a  frame  house,  in 
which  he  and  his  family  lived  a  few  years,  and  he 
then  built  his  present  more  commodious  resi- 
dence. He  has  lived  to  see  the  country  develop 
from  iu  wild  state  to  a  wealthy  and  well  settled 
community,  and  it  may  well  be  his  pride  that  he 
has  been  a  factor  in  promoting  its  growth. 

May  27,  1832,  Mr.  Ellis  and  Miss  Armon  Evins, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Nash)  Evins, 
natives  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  respectively, 
contracted  a  marriage  that  has  been  blessed  to  both 
of  them.  For  fifty. eight  years  they  have  traveled 
life's  road  together,  sharing  its  joys  and  dividing 
its  sorrows,  and  giving  to  the  people  around  them 
an  example  of  true  wedded  bliss.  They  have  had 
nine  children,  of  whom  three  arc  living:  Martha 
Emily,  now  Mrs.  DeFrain ;  Rachel  (Mrs.  Barthol- 
omew), and  Armon  J.  Their  household  circle  is 
now  composed  of  their  daughter  Armon,  their 
granddaughter,  Julia  E.  Pugh,  and  their  grand- 
son. Frank  E.  Pugh.  The  two  latter  are  not 
brother  and  sister,  but  cousins.  Miss  Armon  and 
Miss  Julia  are  finely  educated  and  highly  accom- 
plished, and  are  successful  teachers.  The  young 
man  is  also  highly  educated,  a  fine  conversation- 
alist, and  possesses  a  marked  talent  for  music. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  are  true  Christians,  and  are 
esteemed  and  consistent  members  of  the  Regular 
Baptist  Church,  with  which  she  has  been  connected 
for  the  long  period  of  sixty-three  years  and  he  for 
forty  years.  Their  pleasant  ways,  kind  hearts  and 
many  good  deeds  have  won  for  them  a  warm  place 
in  the  hearts  of  their  many  friends,  who  will  be 
pleased  to  notice  their  lithographic  portraits  on  an- 
other page. 


^p^EORGE  K.  MONTGOMERY.  It  has  been 
(11  f-—  often  said  that  invincible  determination  will 
^^^  accomplish  any  desired  result,  and  already 
Mro  the  effects  of  its  constant  exercise  visible  in  the 
life  of  this  gentleman,  who,  although  one  of  the 
youngest  of  the  citizens  represented  in  our  Albu.m^ 


has  won  a  respected  position  for  himself  in  the 
community  by  reason  of  his  industry,  perseverance 
and  genial  nature.  He  possesses  exceptional  worth 
and  talent,  and  is  a  fine  t3'pe  of  the  native-born 
citizen  of  Fulton  Count}'.  He  stands  on  the 
threshold  of  life  and  has  good  reason  to  look 
forward  to  a  bright  and  honored  future. 

April  26,  1869.  was  the  date  of  the  birth  of  Mr. 
Montgomer}',  and  also  of  his  brother,  James,  a  re- 
view of  whose  life  is  given  in  connection  with  this 
personal  sketch.  In  Farmingt.on  Township,  Fulton 
Count}',  where  our  subject  was  born,  he  was  also 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  reared  to  a 
stalwart  manhood.  He  passed  the  winter  season  in 
attendance  at  the  district  schools,  while  the  summer 
was  devoted  to  labor  on  the  farm.  At  an  early 
age  he  displ.ayed  ability  in  the  use  of  tools  and  in 
the  operation  of  machinery,  and  in  the  fall  of  1889, 
engaged  in  work  as  a  carpenter  under  M.  C.  Coyan, 
a  contractor  and  builder  of  Corning,  Ohio,  and 
helped  to  erect  the  twelve  miners'  houses  at  Middle 
Grove,  III. 

Feeling  it  the  duty  of  every  true  citizen  to  keep 
himself  well  posted  on  the  duties  of  American 
citizenship,  our  subject  provides  himself  with  such 
agencies  of  enlightenment  as  the  jjress  furnishes,  in 
.the  way  of  periodicals,  books  and  newspapers.  Ho 
takes  great  interest  in  national  and  local  affairs,  and 
aspires  to  do  all  he  can  to  improve  the  social  and 
material  condition  of  the  country  at  large  and  of 
his  community  in  particular.  He  gives  his  hearty 
support  to  the  Republican  party,  and  expects  as 
soon  as  jjossible  to  aid  it  not  only  by  his  voice, 
but  also  by  the  ballot. 

James  Montgomery,  the  twin  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, possesses  more  than  ordinary  ability,  being 
one  of  the  youngest  men  entitled  to  representation 
in  a  volume  containing  lives  of  the  prominent 
cifizens  of  Fulton  County.  He  and  his  brother. 
George,  are  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  are 
now  living.  In  this  community,  where  he  has 
thus  far  passed  his  life,  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known,  as  a  young  man  of  worth  and  honor.  He 
is  a  great  reader  and  keeps  himself  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  the  important  issues  of  the  day. 
The  brothers  are  especially  skillful  in  the  use  of 
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tools  and  machinery,  and  their  home  shows  many 
evidences  of  their  worii  and  handicraft.  They 
added  to  the  appearance  of  their  residence  by  a 
handsome  portico  in  front,  and  placed  a  cupola  on 
the  harn.  Vov  the  past  four  years  they  have 
u.'^suraed  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  their 
father's  farm  and  succpss  has  crowned  their  efforts. 
The  estate  comprises  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres,  and  here  the}'  are  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing with  the  skill  of  veterans  and  thr,  tlioroughness 
which  only  a  careful  study  of  their  vocation  can 
give. 

In  his  youth  James  Montgomery  had  such  ad- 
vantages as  are  to  be  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  vicinity,  but  being  a  thoughtful  reader  and 
close  student  of  affairs,  national  and  local,  he  is 
well  posted  for  one  of  bis  years.  His  influence 
stands  for  progress  and  protection  of  American  in- 
dustries, and  he  will  undoubtedly  in  future  years 
till  many  positions  of  responsibility  and  honor. 

Thomas  Montgomery  is  the  father  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  biographies  are  given  above  and  is  a 
l>ioneer  citizen  of  Farmingtou  Township,  Fulton 
County.  lie  is  at  present  representing  his  town- 
sliip  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  has 
always  labored  for  the  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  county.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem, 
and  serves  as  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Farmingtou,  where  he  and  his  family  have  held 
worthy  membership  many  years.  He  is  especially 
interested  in  Sunday-school  work,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  has  been  the  efficient  Superintendent 
of  the  same. 

Thomas  JMontgonicry  comes  of  worthy  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1828.  his  parents.  William  and  Rachael 
Montgomery,  being  natives  of  Ireland,  whence 
tiiey  emigrated  at  an  early  dale  to  America  and 
located  in  Philadelphia.  Of  their  union  five  chil- 
dren were  born,  of  whom  Thomas  was  the  second 
in  order  of  birth  and  is  now  the  eldest  living.  The 
father,  William  Montgomery,  was  by  occupation  a 
weaver  and  cotton  manufacturer,  and  made  ging- 
hams, flannels,  cloak-patterns,  etc.  Coming  to 
Illinois  in  18r)5,  he  located  in  Fulton  County, 
where  he  died  at  the  advimced  age  of  almost  eighty 
years.     The  mother  lived  to  be  about  the  same  age. 


They  gave  their  son,  Thomas,  a  common  school 
education  and  trained  him  for  a  life  of  usefulness. 
His  first  occupation  was  that  of  a  weaver,  although 
he  has  devoted  his  time  principally  to  farming. 

On  December  6,  1849,  Thomas  Montgomery  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Knouse  were  united  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  wedlock.  Mrs.  Montgomery  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Isabella  (Holowell)  Knouse 
and  was  born  in  Philadelphia  September  30,  1828. 
Her  mother  was  a  Quaker  and  came  from  one  of 
the  earliest  Pennsylvanian  families,  her  father's 
ancestors  originally  came  from  Holland  and  were 
among  that  band  of  Dutch  Reformed  Presbyterians, 
that  came  to  America  at  a  very  early  day  and 
settled  in  the  William  Penn  colony.  Mrs.  Mont- 
gomery is  justly  proud  of  her  illustrious  ancestors, 
who  participated  in  the  early  history  of  our  coun- 
try and  were  patriotic  and  brave  citizens.  She  is 
the  third  of  the  five  children  that  grew  up  to  years 
of  maturity  and  passed  her  early  life  in  Philadel- 
phia. Her  grandfather  fought  in  the  war  of  In- 
dependence, and  her  father  in  the  war  of  1812. 

To  T'homas  Montgomery  and  his  estimable  wife 
were  born  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing namely:  Rachel,  Elizabeth,  Robert  J.  B., 
William  E.,  Cecilia,  Thomas  C,  George  M.  and 
James  M.  Rachel  married  Elam  Bartholomew,  and 
resides  in  Rooks  County,  Kan.  Their  children 
are  named  respectively :  George  E.,  Elmer  T., 
Lizzie  T.,  Jessie  E.,  and  Earl  R.  Elizabeth  married 
Millard  McComb  and  resides  in  McLean  County, 
111.,  they  have  one  child,  Nellie  M.;  Robert  J.  B., 
makes  his  home  in  Rooks  County,  Kan.  He 
married  Addle  McCormick,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Lizzie  and  Fannie.  William  E.,  who  is 
also  a  resident  of  Rooks  Count}',  Kan.,  is  unmarried. 
Cecilia  lives  in  Armourdale,  Kan.,  and  married 
John  Fenk.  They  have  one  child,  a  son,  Lloj'd. 
Thomas  C,  who  is  unmarried,  resides  in  Lake 
County,  111.     George  and  James  are  at  home. 

Politically,  Thomas  Montgomer}'  is  a  strong 
Republican,  and  uniformly  supports  the  candidates 
brought  forward  by  that  party,  in  whose  principles 
he  believes.  He  has  exerted  an  influence  un- 
measured on  the  community  where,  since  1855,  he 
has  made  his  home.  He  inherits  the  thrift  of  his 
Scotch  ancestors,  who  settled  in  the  North  of    Ire- 
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land,  where  his  parents  were  born.  Their  children 
have  now  grown  to  years  ofEmaturitj'  and  in  other 
communities  are  rearing  families  and  still  furtl'er 
extending  the  upright  principles  implanted  in  their 
hearts.  Thus  the  example  and  influence  of  this 
worthy  i.)ioneer]|and.his  honored  wife  will  continue 
long  after  their  lives  liave  been' brought  to  a  close. 


1/^  AJ.  J0SP:PH  R.  herring, "a  prominent 
citizen'ofjCanton.  111.,  was  born  at  Balti- 
more, Md..  August  18,' 1821.  His  grand- 
parents left  their  home  in'_Scotland  in  the 
latter  part  of  1790  and;;c:uue  to  America. ""  They 
came  to  America  being  driven)  from  their  native 
place  on  account  of  Republican  principles  which 
were  not  acceptable  in  that  country.  The  grand- 
father's name  was  Thomas  Herring  and  the  grand- 
mother was  named  Margaret.  They  reared  but 
two  children,  viz:  Margaret,  who  was  born  in  Scot- 
land; and  Thomas  who  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md. 
The  latter  who  was  the  father  of  Maj.  J.  R.  Herr- 
ing was  a  sailor  during  the  war  of  1812,  was  cap- 
tured and  pressed  into  the  British  service."  Upon 
refusing  to  work  he  and  five  companions  were 
taken  to  Halifax  and  kept  there  as  prisoners  of  war, 
but  still  refused  to  do  duty  however  severely  pun- 
ished and  ])ushed  out  to  sea  in  an  open  boat,  were 
picked  up  b^'  a  Portugese  vessel  and  brought  to 
Boston.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  entered 
the  American  Navy,  and  Maj.  Herring  has  a 
minature  portrait  painted  on  ivory  of  him  as  he 
appeared  at  that  time.  He  served  through  the  en- 
tire war,  and  still  followed  the  sea  until  his  death 
was  caused  by  an  accident  on  board  of  a  vessel,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  officer.  He  had  married 
Miss  Hannah  Burnett,  a  native  of  Richmond,  Va. 
The  ceremony  was  celebrated  in  Baltimore  in  the 
year  1815  and  to  them  were  born  three  children, 
viz:  Margaret,  who  is  dead;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
William  Maydwell  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  J.  R. 
Joseph  who  is  the  youngest  child,  passed  his 
youth  in  Baltimore  and  when  about  fourteen  years 
of  age  lost  his  mother,  and  after  that  sad  event 
came  to   Illinois  'n  company  with   the  step-father. 


Soon  after  their  arrival  in  this  State  they  settled  in 
P^ulton  County  where  Maj.  Herring  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  farming  on  the  place  which  his  step- 
father had  purchiised.  He  enlisted  from  Canton, 
111.,  July  1,  1861.  He  and  his  friend  Maj.  Nelson 
raised  the  company  at  this  point  and  he  was  ap- 
pointed First  Lieutenant^of  Company  K,  Seventh 
Illinois  Cavalry,  and  was  niusteredj'n  at  X'.'unp 
Butler.  They  furnished  their  own  horses  and 
equipments  and  joined  the  regiment  at  Springfield, 
and  went  froni  that  point  to  Cairo.  After  two  or 
three  months  drilling  the.y  went  to  Bird's  Point, 
Mo.,  where  they  guarded  the  place  until  February. 
1862.  They  continued  the  march  up  the  river 
catching  many  prisoners  who  were  escaping  from 
the  Island  and  going  on  to  Pittsburg  Landing. 
The  Jlajor  was  wounded  at  Farmington,  Tenn., 
May  9,  1862,  where  the  rebels  made  their  stand;  it 
was  a  gunshot  wound  and  he  was  sent  immediately 
home  because  the  ball  having  passed  through  his 
left  arm  and  ranged  along  the  front  part  of  the 
chest  he  was  U  o  ill  for  service.  But  inside  of 
tliiity  days  the  Major  was  on  duty  again,  and  ex- 
perienced all  the  adventures  and  hardships  incident 
to  a  faithful  soldier's  life.  AVhen  Price  made  his 
advance  on  luka,  Maj.  Herring's  com  pan  }•  pressed 
"him  so  closely  that  he  left  the  carriage  in  which 
ho  usually  rode  and  the  boys  used  this  conveyance 
to  carry  the  sick  and  wounded  on  their  journey. 
Maj.  Herring  was  conspicuous  in  the  battle  of 
Corinth,  and  after  that  famous  battle  so  familiar  to 
all  readers  of  history,  he  guarded  the  Memphis  <fe 
Charleston  Railroad,  and  at  a  later  date  received  a 
second  ball  through  his  left  arm  while  in  a  skir- 
mish with  Richardson's  Rangers.  He  was  sent 
back  to  La  Grange,  but  hearing  that  his  regiment 
was  being  used  up  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  he 
made  application  to  return  to  his  company,  but  no 
permission  was  given.  However,  he  appeared  upon 
the  scene,  and  by  means  of  his  excellent  judgment 
was  of  great  service  to  his  company,  guarding, 
scouting,  and  fighting  all  along  the  line  of  the 
Memphis  A  Charleston  Railroad.  To  recount  the 
glories  and  fame  that  attended  Maj.  Herring's  ca- 
reer through  the  war  would  be  to  relate  many 
tlirilling  incidents  in  which  lie  figureii  prominently, 
and  although  several  times  dangerously  ill  his  chief 
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aim  at  all  times  was  to  serve  his  country  faithfully 
and  well,  and  sacrifice  his  comfort,  financial  inter- 
est, and  even  life  itself  if  necessary  for  the  benefit 
of  the  cause  which  he  espoused.  After  Price  was 
defeated  the  Major  feeling  satisfied  that  the  war 
was  virtually  ended,  resigned  his  command  in  No- 
vember, 1864,  having  been  made  Major  in  Febru- 
ary, ].s6;5. 

Maj.  Herring  was  married  in  ISIG  to  Margaret 
]\L)ran.  daughter  of  Richard  L.  and  Anna  (Hayden) 
Jloran.  Mrs.  Herring  was  born  in  Maryland,  and 
after  reaching  her  seventy-fourth  year  died  in 
lf<87.  To  them  have  been  Ijorn  four  cliildren,  viz: 
JLaggie,  Mrs.  Charles  Barnard,  of  Canton,  111.; 
Josephine,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  W.  Resor,  re- 
sides with  her  father;  Nelson,  who  resides  in  Ful- 
ton County:  and  Hannah,  wife  of  F.  .Stockbarger 
of  Iowa.  Maj.  Herring  iias  always  been  largely 
interested  in  agriculture,  and  a  most  successful 
fiirmer.  He  is  an  active  Republican,  and  has  fre 
quently  served  as  delegate  to  county  and  State 
ci inventions,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Convention  February,  1890,  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Tlie  vast  amount  of  experience  which  a  long  pros- 
perous career  in  both  social  and  business  circles 
has  given  Maj.  Herring  enables  him  to'be  of  great 
assistance  in  all  public  matters  in  the  community 
in  which  he  resides.  Generous,  brave,  and  thought- 
ful for  the  welfare  of  others  he  has  many  warm 
personal  friends,  who  delight  to  do  him  honor. 


\lt-^  ON.  STEPHEN  Y.  THORNTON  is  editor 
ifj)  and  proprietor  of  the  Fulton  County  Ledger, 
i£^^  one  of  the  leading  Democratic  journals  in 
(^  Central  Illinois  and  one  of  the  oldest.  It  is 
the  outgrowth  of  the  Illinois  Public  Ledger,  which 
appeared  in  Lewistown  in  October,  1850,  and  after 
a  change  in  name  and  ownership,  was  brought  to 
Canton  in  185J.  In  the  spring  of  1857  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton became  sole  proprietor.  Sin<  e  that  time  he  has 
remained  steadily  and  faithfully  at  the  helm  of  af- 
fairs, securing  a  liberal  advertising  patronage  and 
a  large  circulation.  The  Ledger  is  a  six-column 
paper,  issued  weekly,  |)resentiug  a  neat  a|)pearance 


and  abundantly  supplied  with  the  foreign  and  gen- 
eral news  with  which  the  public  desires  to  become 
acquainted,  with  fresh,  crisp  local  items,  and  able 
editorials.  Political  movements  are  discussed  fear- 
lessly yet  dispassionately,  the  editor  being  guided 
by  what  he  conceives  will  best  subserve  the  true 
interests  of  the  nation.  He  advocates  the  best 
means  of  developing  trade,  fights  against  monopoly, 
fraud  and  everything  which  will  tend  to  lessen  or 
retard  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  Thornton  was  born  in  the  cit\-  of  Philadel- 
phia, December  13.  1831.  being  the  eldest  son  of 
Theodore  and  Mary  (Ycrkes)  Thornton.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  his  native  city,  fur- 
ther advancing  his  knowledge  by  a  course  of  study 
at  the  Coflfeyville  Boarding  .School  in  Maryland, 
near  Baltimore.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he 
began  the  printer's  trade  in  the  olfice  of  the  Demo- 
crat, ai,  Doyle.stown,  Pa.,  and  in  1854  spent  several 
months  in  that  of  the  Washington  Globe,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  On  June  2,  of  the  same  year  he  came 
to  Canton  and  after  working  as  a  journeyman  until 
the  fall  of  1856,  he  assumed  an  interest  in  the 
Ledger  as  before  noted. 

The  keen  intellect  and  public  spirit  of  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton were  early  recognized  by  the  citizens  here,  who 
elected  him  to  the  position  of  County  Commissioner 
of  Schools  in  1859  and  two  years  later  re-elected 
him.  They  have  called  for  his  service  in  other 
capacities  also.  He  was  sent  to  the  Council  from, 
the  Fourth  Ward  in  1865  and  again  in  1867  and 
from  the  Third  Ward  in  1870  and  subsequently 
served  another  term  in  the  same  ward.  From  1869 
to  187G  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
and  during  the  last  two  years  served  as  its  Presi- 
dent and  subsequently  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  one  term,  which  comprised  five  years. 
In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  two 
years  later  was  re-elected,  and  in  1876  was  a  candi- 
date for  Secretary  of  State.  These  facts  are  indica- 
tive of  the  position  which  he  holds  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Democratic  p.arty  and  the  opinion  which  his 
confreres  have  of  his  ability  to  advance  their  in- 
terests. In  1888  he  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  State  Democriitic  Centra!  Committee  and  re- 
appointed at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  two 
years. 
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Mr.  Thornton  is  of  English  descent  in  the  pater- 
nal line  anfl  German  in  the  tuaternal.  Both  his 
parents  were  born  in  the  Kej'stone  State.  His 
grandparents  were  John  and  Marj^  (Moon)  Thorn- 
ton, and  William  and  Letitia  (Long)  Yerkes.  Tlie 
marriage  of  (>ur  subject  and  Miss  Ann  Adelaide 
Baudouine  was  solemnized  in  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Canton  February  14,  1858.  Mrs.  Thornton  is 
a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Cordelia  (Stout)  Bau- 
douine. Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz:  Ella  Irene,  Carrie,  and  William  E.  Theodore  R. 
and  Mary  L.  died  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  spring  of 
1862,  breathing  their  last  within  ten  da3-s  of  each 
other. 


1^4, EY.  CHARLES  W.  SANDERS.  Of  the 
lyif^  good  citizens  and  professional  men  of  Ful- 
tfc  \V,  ton  Count3',  none  is  more  worthy  of  note 
than  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Sanders.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  the  ministry  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  farming  in- 
terests of  this  section  of  the  State.  He  has  his 
home  on  section  10,  Joshua  Township,  on  one  of 
the  linest  improved  farms  in  the  vicinity.  He  was 
a  Chaplain  in  the  lale  Civil  War,  and  not  onl^'  did 
he  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  and  the  bodily 
sufferings  of  the  noble  soldiers  who  came  under  iiis 
care,  blithe  was  often  found  in  the  ranks  bravely 
fighting  by  their  sidc^  in  the  heat  of  battle  in  de- 
fense of  tlieir  common  country. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Israel  and  Eliza- 
beth Sanders.  They  were  natives  of  Lycoming 
County,  Pa.,  and  were  born  October  9,  1806,  and 
April  13,  1807,  respectively.  They  died  in  the 
mouth  of  June,  1889,  thus  rounding  out  long  and 
useful  lives,  that  were  united  in  death  as  in  life. 
The  blood  of  three  nations  ran  in  the  veins  of  the 
ancestors  of  our  subject,  who  is  derived  from  min- 
gled German,  English  and  Scotch  stock.  He  was 
born  December  26,  1828,  near  Williamsport,  Ly- 
coming County,  Pa.  He  has  six  brothers  and  one 
sister  living  who  are  scattered  in  different  localities 
in  various  States  of  the  Union.  Strictly  speaking, 
Mr.  Sanders  is  a  self-made  man.     Before   the   sys- 


tem of  common  schools  was  established  in  Penn- 
sylvania, he  sought  the  means  of  procuring  books 
so  that  he  could  inform  himself,  and  he  attended 
the  subscription  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
biith.  These  were,  however,  often  very  inade- 
quate in  their  teachings,  as  the  instructors  were 
oftentimes  unlearned.  He  became  a  member  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Franklin  L3'ceum,at  Hughes- 
ville,  Pa.,  a  literary  institution  that  developed  his 
faculty  in  extemporaneous  speaking.  It  was  pat- 
ronized by  the  best  j'^oung  men  in  tliat  locality, 
some  of  whom  are  still  living  and  occupying  hon- 
orable and  responsible  positions  in  various  walks 
in  life. 

Mr.  Sanders  was  married  to  a  Miss  Speck,  of 
Lycoming  County,  January  1,18.51.  After  mar- 
riage he  decided  to  follow  the  profession  of  dentis- 
try, and  began  his  studies  with  a  competent  pre- 
ceptor at  Hughesville,  Pa.  After  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  calling  he  carried  on 
business  up  to  the  time  of  his  enlistment  in  the 
army.  The  income  that  he  derived  from  the  prac- 
tice of  dentistry  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to 
])repare  for  Ihe  ministry,  for  whicli  he  had  a  de- 
cided taste  and  inclination.  He  entered  upon  his 
theological  studies,  and  after  four  j' ears  began  his 
career  as' a  minister  in  the  position  of  chaplain  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-first  Penns^-lvania  In- 
fantry, which  was  enlisted  for  a  period  of  nine 
months,  he  receiving  his  appointment  on  the  1st 
of  August.  1862.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  he  was  reappointed  to  the  same 
office  August  4,  1864.  in  the  Two  Hundred  and 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  which  was  enlisted 
for  a  period  of  twelve  months.  He  not  only  at- 
tended to  his  duties  as  a  chaplain,  but  his  patriotic 
spirit  was  aroused  and  he  aided  in  fighting  the  en- 
emy. He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg and  Petersburg,  and  fought  in  other  engage- 
ments. After  the  e:ipiratiou  of  one  year  Chaplain 
Sanders  was  honorablj'^  discharged  on  account  of 
sickness  .and  disabilit.y,  and  resigning  his  office  he 
returned  to  his  home  at  .Selin's  Grove,  Pa. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  vSanders  did  not  continue  to  reside 
in  his  native  State  very  long  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  but  in  November,  1865,  came  to  this  county, 
with  Jiis  family.     In  the  same    fall   he  took  charge 
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I'l  ilie  Evangelical  Lutheran  pastorate  at  Canton, 
.111(1  within  the  space  of  fourteen  months  succeeded 
ill  liiiilding  three  Lutheran  Churches.  Aside  from 
being  an  interesting  and  eloquent,  divine,  he  is 
known  extensivel}'  as  a  great  church  organizer, 
and  lias  performed  great  work  iu  this  line  in  Ful- 
ton County  and  elsewhere.  After  resigning  his 
pastorate  in  Canton,  he  took  charge  of  several  so- 
cieties in  the  county,  which  he  had  been  instru- 
mental in  establishing,  and  lie  still  continues 
ill  the  ministry.  He  was  elected  delegate  by  the 
Northern  Illinois  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran Church,  to  the  General  Synod  of  that  de- 
nomination which  convened  at  Ilarrisburg.  Pa., 
September  4,  1865. 

'i'he  following  is  recorded  of  the  cliildren  burn 
to  ;\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Sanders:  Maiilla  w.-is  born  August 
;i(t.  1854;  Cora  Alice,  May  31,  1856;  Kirtz,  May 
12,  1858;  Charles  W.,  Jr.,  March  18,  1863;  Eu- 
genia, June  25,1866;  Lizzie.  June  10, 1868:  Will- 
iam, January  12,  1877.  Three  of  the  children  are 
maiiiod.  and  the  remainder  are  at  homo  with  their 
parents. 

Mr.  Sanders  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Joshua  Township,  which  is  under  a  high 
.state  of  cultivation  and  has  first-class  improvements, 
lie  is  highly  esteemed  In-  his  neighbors  as  an  able 
and  upright  minister  and   as  an  honorable  citizen. 


'<':'l'l-> 


^jORNKLHS  B.  BUTLER,  a  brief  sketch  of 
il|^^_  whose  life  now  claims  attention  from  the 
^^?''  reader,  is  a  son  of  Abel  Butler,  one  of  Far- 
mington's  earliest  and  best  known  pioneers,  who 
came  to  this  place  as  early  as  1842,  while  yet  the 
surrounding  country  was  in  reality  "a  forest  pri- 
meval." His  coming  was  prior  to  the  time  of  any 
railroads;  in  ff.ct,  everything  was  in  a  thoroughly 
uncultivated  state,  but  he  followed  teaming  as  an 
occupation  and  succeeded  admirably  from  a  finan- 
cial i)oint  of  view.  He  was  born  and  reared  in 
Ne.v  York  and  married  Miss  Eliza  Loomis  from 
the  same  Stale,  and  brought  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren West  with  him  even  at  that  early  day.  After 
the  steam    horse   ran   through   this  section  of  the 


country  he  commenced  to  farm,  and  became  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  valu- 
able land.  At  the  age  of  seventy-eight  he  is  still 
living  at  Farmington,  and  his  wife  is  in  her  sev- 
enty-fifth ye;u-.  To  them  were  born  four  chil- 
ilren.  viz:  Mary,  who  died  when  fifteen  years  old; 
Charles  C.  Cornelius  Prown,  niid  Frederick  A., 
all  of  whom  reside  in  Farmington. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  September 
21,  1846,  at  Farmington,  where  he  spent  his  youth 
and  attended  the  High  School.  I'pon  reaching  his 
sixteenth  year  he  commenced  teaming,  hauling 
many  ties  and  other  material  for  the  building  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy  Railroad.  He 
was  married  in  the  year  1872  to  Miss  Frances  Leeper, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Rachel  Ann  (Williams) 
Leei)er,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  respect- 
ively, and  married  in  the  latter  named  State,  both 
having  been  previously- married.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  four  children,  viz:  Thomas  J., 
Mary  M.,  John  and  Fannie  Z.  ]Mrs.  Butler's  father 
was  first  married  in  Pennsjlvania,  and  by  that  wife 
had  six  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz: 
Allen,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  and  William,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Missouri.  His  mother  was  fir.',t 
married  to  Robert  Laurence,  of  Ohio,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Thomas,  who  lives  in  Ohio;  Benjamin,  a  resident  of 
Trenton,  N.  J. ;  and  Robert,  who  lives  in  F^ngland. 

The  father  lived  to  be  seventy-seven  years  old 
and  the  mother  sixty-six  years.  They  came  West, 
settling  in  Bloomington,  111.,  where  Mrs.  Butler 
was  born.  Her  parents  removed  to  Iowa  when  she 
was  three  years  old,  and  in  this  journey  she  was 
led  across  the  Mississippi  River,  which  was  covered 
with  thick  ice.  She  grew  to  maidenhood  at  De- 
Witt  and  Burlington,  attending  the  High  Schools 
at  the  former  place,  and  the  Baptist  University  in 
the  latter.  In  1868  her  parents  removed  to  Farm- 
ington, 111.,  and  for  one  term  she  taught  school 
there. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  viz:  Blanche,  Adella  A.;  Charles  E.,  who 
idled  when  four  years  old;  and  Harrj'  E.  All  of 
these  children  are  noted  for  brightness,  and  their 
parents  are  justly  proud  of  them,  because  of  their 
intellectuality  and  musiial  talent,     Their  Lome  is 
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incited  a  cliarrning  one,  the  interior  being  filled 
with  books,  music,  v.'orks  of  art.  and  all  that  per- 
tains to  culture  and  elegance.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Butler  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  this  cit\',  and  they  delight  to  do  deeds 
of  charity  to  those  less  fortunate  than  themselves, 
having  won  thus  a  warm  personal  regard  through- 
out the  entire  community.  He  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, true  at  all  times  to  the  interests  of  his 
party. 


JIOHN  H.  ROHRER.  Although  this  gentle- 
man is  still  comparatively  young,  he  has 
been  for  some  time  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  county,  and  has  be- 
come quite  well  known  as  an  enterprising  and 
prosperous  man.  His  present  residence  is  on  sec- 
tion 7,  Cantou  Township,  where  he  located  in  the 
spring  of  1887.  His  estate  comprises  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three  broad  and  fertile  acres,  which  are 
under  excellent  tillage  and  bear  numerous  im- 
provements. The  farm  house  and  accompanying 
outbuildings  are  well  built  and  sufficiently  com- 
modious for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  de- 
signed, and  include  whatever  will  add  to  the  conve- 
nience of  the  family  in  carrying  on  the  household 
and  farm  economy.  Mr.  Rohrer  gives  his  attention 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  meeting  with 
ver^'  satisfactor}^  success  in  both. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Abraham  Rohrer, 
and  his  mother,  Mary  (Geltmacher)  Rohrer,  both 
natives  of  AVashington  County,  Md.  They  are 
still  living  in  their  native  count}'.  The  father  is  a 
miller  by  occupation.  Their  family  consists  of 
fnur  sons  and  two  daughters,  our  subject  being 
the  third  child.  His  birth  took  place  July  11, 
1848,  and  he  was  retired  almost  to  manhood  at  the 
place  of  his  nativity.  His  worthy  parents  instilled 
into  his  mind  and  heart  those  principles  of  conduct 
which  lead  to  an  honorable  career,  and  bestowed 
upon  him  a  good  education. 

When  ho  was  twenty  years  old  Mr.  Rohrer  came 
to  this  county,  making  his  home  in  Joshua  Town- 
ship and  running  a  threshing  machine  until  early 
in  1879.     He  then  located  near  Bushnell,  McDor;- 


ough  County,  where  he  operated  a  farm  three  }'ears. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned  to  this 
county,  making  his  home  in  Farmington  Township 
until  he  took  possession  of  his  present  estate. 

The  many  graces  of  mind  and  heart  possessed  by 
Miss  Alice  Eshelman  won  the  regard  of  Mr.  Rohrer. 
and  in  February,  1879,  she  became  his  wife.  She 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Eshelman,  and 
was  born  in  Canton  Township,  in  March,  1856. 
Her  father  is  deceased,  but  her  mother  survives. 
The  congenial  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohrer  has 
been  further  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  three 
children — Samuel  E.,  John  W.  and  George  H. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohrer  are  kindly  in  their  social 
relations,  manifest  an  intelligent  interest  in  social 
affairs,  and  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  win  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact, 
while  gaining  the  deeper  regard  of  those  who  know 
them  best.  The  political  affiliation  of  Mr.  Rohrer 
is  with  the  Republican  party. 

AVe  invite  the  attention  of  our  many  readers  to 
a  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  haiulsomc  residence 
and  surroundings  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Rulircr. 


y^LLIAM  H.  LOWE  was  born  August  7. 
1812,  on  the  homestead  where  he  now 
^  ^  resides  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
31,  Orion  Township,  and  since  attaining  nnanhood 
has  placed  himself  amongst  its  substantial  fanners 
and  stock-raisers.  He  is  a  son  of  a  worthy  pioneer 
of  this  section  of  Illinois,  and  is  doing  his  share  to- 
wards advancing  the  interests  of  his  native  county, 
being  a  well-known  figure  in  its  public  life. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  John  and  Isabelle  (Riley) 
Lowe.  His  father  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Todd) 
Lowe.  The}'  were  Protestants  and  emigrated  to 
ihe  United  Stales  somewhere  between  1800  and 
1805.  They  located  in  Brooks  County,  Va.,  where 
they  lived  until  1837  when  they  came  to  Illinois 
and  .settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  bj' our  subject, 
which  was  bought  by    his  father.     The  grand  par- 
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ents  both  died  here  at  a  venerable  age  and  are  bur- 
ied in  what  is  l<nown  as  tiie  Orendorf  burying 
ground. 

Tiie  fatiier  of  our  siiliject  was  but  two  years  old 
when  bis  parents  landed  in  America.  In  his  early 
manhood  lie  came  to  Illinois,  and  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  (jioneers  of  this  county,  and  in  the  busy 
years  that  followed,  developed  a  fine  farm  from 
what  was  a  tract  of  wild  prairie,  comprising  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  when  he  purchased 
it.  In  1868  he  sold  the  homestead  to  our  subject 
and  removed  with  his  wife  to  Emmett  Township, 
McDonougli  Count}',  where  their  lives  were 
brougiit  to  an  honorable  close  at  a  ripe  old  age. 
Tliey  now  lie  sleeping  their  last  sleep  side  by  side 
in  the  Stickles  burying  ground  in  that  township. 
They  had  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  now 
living.  He  had  been  previouslj^  married  to  a  Miss 
Holmes,  by  whoin  he  had  three  children.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  only  male  member  of  the  family  now 
living  in  Orion  Township  or  Fulton  County.  He 
was  reared  under  pioneer  influences  and  after  at- 
taining man's  estate  adopted  as  his  life  work  tiie 
calling  to  which  be  had  been  bred.  He  now  owns 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  highly  cultivated 
and  finely  improved  land,  which  is  supplied  with  a 
good  set  of  farm  buildings,  including  a  commodious 
residence  of  a  more  modern  style  of  architecture. 
Tills  homestead  is  represented  bj'  a  view  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Lowe  was  united  in  marriage  in  1867  with 
Miss  Ann  Eliza  Breed,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Sarah 
(Wright)  Breed,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Penn- 
.sylvania  respectively.  Mrs.  Lowe  is  a  true  home- 
maker,  looking  carefully  after  the  comforts  of  the 
household,  and  assisting  her  husband  in  every  way- 
possible.  They  have  a  family  of  five  children  liv- 
ing, as  follows:  Mary  I.,  Charles  R.,  John  H.,  Anna 
B.  and  J.  Bernice,  all  at  home.  The  family  occupy 
an  enviable  position  socially,  and  enjoy  the  esteem 
of  their  numerous  acquaintances. 

We  should  be  doing  but  scant  justice  to  our  sub- 
ject if  we  did  not  mention  the  honorable  part  he 
took  in  the  late  Civil  War.  As  a  loyal  citizen,  he 
watched  with  anxious  interest  the  events  that  led 
up  lo  the  outbreak  and  as  soon  as  possible  offered 
his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting  August  3, 
1861,  in  Company  A.  Fifty-fifth   Illinois  Infantry, 


and  for  three  years  and  three  months  did  valiant 
duty  as  a  faithful  and  efficient  soldier.  During 
that  time  he  was  for  nearly  three  years  under  tlie 
command  of  Gen.  Sherman,  first  in  his  brigjide  and 
later  in  his  division. 

Mr.  Lowe  fought  in  the  battles  of  Sliiloh ;  the 
Russell  House  skirmlsii;  took  an  active  part  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg;  was  present  at  Arkansas  Post; 
at  the  front  at  Mission  Ridge;  in  the  assault  at 
Kegesaw  Mountain  on  the  27th  of  June;  on  the 
22nd  of  July  did  duty  east  of  Atlanta  in  the  battle 
where  Gen.  McPherson  was  killed;  on  tiie  28th  of 
July  was  at  New  Hope  Church;  and  on  the  30th 
of  August  was  in  the  midst  of  the  hottest  of  the 
fight  at  Jonesboro,  where  he  was  wounde<l  and  was 
not  able  to  be  in  the  following  da}''s  engagement. 
During  his  last  year's  .service  he  was  Sergeant  of 
his  company  and  one  of  its  most  efficient  officers. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Chattanooga,Tenn., 
October  30,  1864.  He  did  not  escape  nnharnicd 
in  the  many  battles  in  which  he  fought,  but  at 
Jonesboro  was  wounded  by  a  bullet  through  the 
neck,  which  at  times  still  causes  him  considerable 
inconvenience. 

Mr.  Lowe  is  a  man  of  weight  and  influence  in 
this  count}',  and  is  one  of  our  most  valutd  civic 
officials.  He  is  now  Highway  Commissioner,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
for  two  terms  doing  good  work  in  the  interests  of 
township  and  county,  while  representing  Orion. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Uepub- 
lican  party.  In  commemoration  of  his  soldier  life 
he  is  now  identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  as  a  member  of  the  Joe  Hooker  Post,  of 
Canton. 

J4_,  ENRY  D.  ROIIRER.  Perhaps  nowhere  in 
the  county  are  stronger  evidences  of  good 
taste  to  be  .seen  than  on  the  fine  farm  of  the 
gentleman  above  named.  The  dwelling  is 
a  room}'  structure,  presenting  an  appearance  of 
home  cheer  and  unpretentious  prosperit}',  and  is 
shaded  with  fine  forest  trees  which  also  line  the 
drive  leading  to  the  highway.  The  various  out- 
buildings are  conveniently  arranged,  and  adequate 
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for  their  respective  purposes,  while  fields  and  garden 
are  neatly  kept  and  thoroughly  cultivated. 

The  immediate  i)rogenitors  of  our  subject  were 
Henry  and  Mary  (Doner)  Rohrer,  natives  of  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.  After  their  marriage  they  made 
their  home  in  their  native  county  until  the  spring 
of  1847,  when  they  came  West.  After  spending  a 
few  months  at  Quincy,  111.,  they  came  to  this 
county  and  located  on  section  14,  Canton  Town- 
sliip.  Tlicre  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days, 
respected  by  their  acquaintances  and  beloved  by 
their  friends.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  five  daughteis,  who  lived  to  years  of  maturity, 
!ind  had  buried  two  children  in  childhood.  Three 
sons  and  three  daughters  now  survive. 

The  gentleman  whc  se  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  near  Lancaster 
Cit3%  August  2.T,  1846.  and  was  but  thirteen  months 
old  when  brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  put  suits  on  the  land  he  now 
owns,  and  from  the  cultivation  of  which  he  derives 
a  good  revenue.  He  pursued  the  usual  course  of 
study  in  the  common  schools,  and  being  possessed 
of  nalunil  intelligence  and  a  desire  to  be  well  in- 
formed, has  kept  himself  posted  regarding  the 
events  tliat  are  transpiring  in  the  world.  He  now 
owns  the  homestead  of  one  Inindred  and  sixty  acres, 
together  with  anotiier  tract  of  fifty-three  acres  in 
tlie  same  township,  which  corners  on  the  home- 
stead. 

After  havinu  lived  a  bachelor  until  his  thirty- 
third  year,  Mr.  Rohrer  assumed  the  duties  of  a  mar- 
ried man,  having  won  for  his  companion  Mrs.  Nina 
Shieich,  nee  Broherd.  That  lady  was  born  in  Farm- 
ington  Township,  and  was  the  daughter  of  early 
settlers  of  the  county.  Her  father.  Daniel  Bioherd, 
died  near  Farmington,  but  her  mother,  Elizabeth 
(Kent)  Broherd,  survives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Broherd 
wore  natives  of  Ohio.  The  daughter  Nina  was  first 
married  to  Victor  Slileich,  by  whom  she  had  one 
son,  Elmer  E.,  who  died  in  the  fall  of  1888  when 
fifteen  years  old.  The  marriage  of  Mrs.  Shleieh 
to  onr  subject  was  solemnized  near  Farmington, 
November  7,  1 878.  It  was  blessed  b}'  the  birth  of 
two  children,  named  respectively:  Charlie  G.  and 
Mary  I.  The  loving  wife  and  mother  was  removed 
from  her  familv  bv  deatli.  January  9,  1887,  in  Flor- 


ida, whither  she  had  gone  in  the  hope  of  benefiting 
her  health.  She  was  an  active  member  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  one  of  those  noljle- 
hearted  women  whose  loss  is  felt  throughout  an 
entire  community. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Rohrer  jiursuel  hisciiosen  call- 
ing with  energy,  and  brought  to  bear  upon  it  a  high 
degree  of  intelligence,  but  he  has  manifested  an  al- 
most equal  amount  of  zeal  for  the  public  welfare. 
He  may  be  counted  upon  to  bear  a  part  in  every 
worthy  enterprise  which  is  promulgated  in  the 
neighborhood,  being  particularly  interested  in  the 
advancement  of  the  cause  of  education.  This  is  rec- 
ognized by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  bestowed 
upon  him  the  ofiice  of  Scliool  Director,  in  whicli  he 
is  at  present  serving.  He  lielieves  that  the  |)rinci- 
ples  laid  down  in  tlie  Republican  platform,  are  best 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  nation,  and  he  there- 
fore votes  a  straight  Republican  ticket. 


#>#-- 


\l/OHN  W.  SCHRODT.  The  career  of  this 
gentleman  has  lieeu  marked  with  enter|)rise. 
industry  .and  the  well-directed  efforts  that 
have  been  rewarded  by  the  .iccumulation  of 
a  considerable  amount  of  land,  and  the  machinery 
and  stock  necessary  for  carrying  on  a  first-class 
farm.  Mr.  Sehrodt  is  one  of  those  German- Amer- 
ican citizens  of  whom  we  have  reason  to  be  proud, 
on  account  of  the  example  they  present  of  indus- 
try, morality  and  good  citizenshii).  He  was  born 
in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  February  3,  1820,  and  was 
about  eleven  years  old  when  his  parents  emigraUd 
to  America.  He  remained  with  them  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  then  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker  at  Hagerstown,  Md.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  until  early  in  1847,  when  he  married  and  es- 
tablished himself  on  a  rented  farm. 

In  1850  Mr.  Sehrodt  pre-empted  eighty-four  and 
a  quarter  acres  on  section  7,  Deerfield  Township, 
this  county,  where  he  now  resides.  In  1869  he 
added  thirty-six  and  a  quarter  acres  on  section  17, 
and  ten  years  later  became  the  owner  of  another 
eighty  acres  on  section  7,  together  with  forty  acres 
on  section  8.     His  first  purchase  was  covered   with 
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a  thick  growth  of  timber,  which  he  removed,  plac- 
ing the  land  under  good  improvement,  as  he  has 
that  which  he  has  since  bouglit.  lie  now  has  about 
two  hundred  acres  under  fence,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  under  cultivation,  and  is  doing  a  general 
farming  business.  When  he  took  up  his  abode  here 
there  were  few  neighbors,  but  now  the  country 
about  him  is  well  settled,  and  friends  are  quite  near 
at  hand. 

On  February  7,  1847,  Mr.  Schrodt  led  to  the  hy- 
meneal altar  Blary  C,  daughter  of  Philip  L.  and 
Anna  M.  (Schnur)  Mahr.  Mrs.  Schrodt  was  born 
in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  September  5,  1826, 
and  her  parents  were  natives  of  the  same  province. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mahr  emigrated  to  America,  making 
their  home  in  the  Buckeye  State,  where  the  hus- 
band died  in  1850,  and  the  wife  in  about  1853  or 
1851. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  have  nine  living 
children  and  two  deceased:  John,  the  first-born, 
died  when  about  a  year  old,  and  Wendel  on  March 
11,  1884,  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  Henry  married 
Martha  Stick,  and  lives  in  Deerfield;  Philip  mar- 
ried Clar.-i.  Gardner,  who  died  August  3,  1888; 
.Jenny  married  William  Knott,  who  died  in  1884, 
and  now  makes  her  home  in  Deerfield  Township; 
.lulin  M.  took  for  his  wife  Delia  Melton,  and  makes 
his  home  in  Lee  Township;  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  Henrj'  Shaffer,  their  home  being  in  Deer- 
field Township;  Mary  married  David  Laswell,  and 
lives  in  Deerfield  Township;  George,  Lewis  P.,  and 
Catherine  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Schrodt  is  a  Democrat,  but  of  late  years  has 
taken  but  little  interest  in  politics.  He  has  been 
Road  C'ommissifmer  and  School  Director,  efficiently 
discharging  the  duties  of  those  offices.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Deacon.  For  more  than  five  years 
he  has  been  lame,  and  is  therefore  unable  to  attend 
church  or  go  about  as  he  would  like  to  do. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Mtu- 
garet  Schrodt,  who  emigrated  from  the  Fatherland 
to  America  in  1831.  They  landed  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  remained  there  about  a  year,  then  removed  to 
Westminster,  and  some  time  later  went  to  Hagers- 
town.  Their  next  removal  was  to  Cliambersburg, 
Pa.,  in  which  citv  they  remained  two  years   and   a 


half,  then  moved  to  Ohio.  After  sojourning  in 
that  State  nearly  ten  years,  they  came  to  this  county 
and  made  their  Last  settlement  on  section  10,  Deer- 
field Townshii).  There  the  mother  breathed  her 
last  December  12,  1808,  and  the  father,  March  11, 
1870. 


J'-jOHN  W.  NEWELL.  There  is  nothing  of 
more  interest  to  the  general  reader  than  a 
I  sketch  of  a  gentleman  who  has  won  for  him- 
^  '  self  both  fame  and  fortune  in  the  battle  of 
life,  and  according  to  this  principle  a  brief  account 
of  Mr.  Newell  cannot  fail  to  prove  interesting.  He 
ranks  among  the  oldest  and  most  successful  citizens 
in  Farmington.  and  is  closely  identified  witli  both 
the  commercial  and  social  prosperity  of  this  cil3'. 
He  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  and  superior  intelli- 
gence, and  was  in  his  eaily  years  exceedingly  active 
in  all  business  pursuits.  Having  .acquired  a  com- 
petency he  no  longer  troubles  himself  witli  the 
noise  .arfd  bustle  of  the  commercial  world,  and  is 
enabled,  through  ample  means  and  high  social 
position,  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  common- 
wealth. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Browning- 
ton,  Vt.,  near  the  Canadian  line,  and  belonged  to  a 
family  of  six  children,  viz:  Orphia,  Roswell,  John 
Willard,  Susan,  Sarah  and  Clark,  all  of  whom 
reached  maturity,  with  the  exception  of  Orphia, 
who  died  when  seventeen  years  olil.  At  the  present 
writing  our  subject  and  his  sister  Sarah  are  the 
only  survivors.  She  is  the  widow  of  John  H. 
Westbrook,  who  w.is  an  extensive  lumberman  at 
Port  Huron,  Mich.,  and  makes  her  home  in  Ba^' 
City,  Mich.,  having  attained  the  great  age  of  eighty- 
one  years. 

Mr.  NewelTs  father,  Benjamin  Newell,  was  horn 
at  Old  Salem,  near  Boston,  and  like  most  of  his 
family  was  engaged  in  ship  building.  Tlie  Newells 
were  English  Puritans,  and  lived  at  Old  Salem  for 
several  generations.  Grandfather  Newell  took  part 
in  the  Revolutionary  W^ar,  and  such  was  his  hatred 
for  the  English  and  the  "red  men,"  that  even  when 
peace  was  restored  it  was  difficult  to  restrain  him 
from  shooting  Indians  when  they  crossed  his  path. 
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He  inovert  to  Orford,  N.  H.,  with  his  large  family, 
and  our  subject's  father  iiiarried  a  lady  in  St. 
Johnsbuig,  \'t.,  and  after  marriage  settled  in 
Browninglon.  After  several  moves,  he  finally 
settled  upon  a  farm  in  St.  Clair  County,  Mich., 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  whicii 
was  caused  by  an  accident  wlien  he  had  reached  his 
seventy-sixth  year. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  vvlio,  previous  to  iier 
marriage,  was  Miss  Mary  Ide,  was  born  in  Relioboth, 
Mass.,  and  belonged  to  an  influential  family,  among 
whom  were  many  professional  men,  and  several 
noted  clergymen.  They  came  originally  from 
England.  Our  subject  was  born  December21,  1804, 
and  was  a  boy  of  about  twelve  summers  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Oiiio.  Belonging  to  a  family 
that  considered  an  excellent  education  an  essential 
feature  of  every  life,  he  commenced  to  attend  the 
public  schools  at  an  earl3'  age.  Thus  his  boyhood 
was  well  and  prosperously  spent,  near  the  pictur- 
esque and  .attractive  shores  of  Lake  Memphremagog, 
and  in  the  bracing  atmosphere  of  the  Green 
Mountains.  He  was  taught  habits  of  industry,  and 
after  an  apprenticeship  of  several  years,  was  made 
foreraan  of  a  tannery  at  Paynesville,  Ohio,  immedi- 
ately after  attaining  his  twenty-first  year. 

Mr.  Newell  owed  his  appointment  as  foreman  to 
his  perfectly  abstemious  habits,  which  he  retained 
from  youth  to  old  age.  He  remained  foreman  for 
ten  years,  when  his  employer  died,  and  he  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  going  on  a  farm.  Accordingly, 
in  1836,  he  started  for  Illinois,  buying  a  horse  and 
making  the  trip  on  horseback.  He  traveled  over 
the  old  Chicago  turnpike,  and  through  Southern 
Michigan,  making  his  way  southwest  from  Michigan 
City  and  arriving  at  Canton  June  30.  Here  he  met 
the  Rev.  Robert  Stewart,  to  whom  he  took  a  strong 
liking,  and  wishing  to  enjoy  the  religious  privil- 
eges here  offered,  he  concluded  to  settle  in  this 
community. 

The  first  purchase  of  Mr.  Newell  was  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  four  and  one-half  miles  north- 
east of  Canton.  He  knew  nothing  about  farmingi 
and  being  advised  to  buy  timber  lands,  did  so.  He 
cleared  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  improving 
the  farm  and  starting  an  apple  nursery,  the  first  in 
the  township.     He  soon  discovered  that  the  prairie 


lands  were  best  adapted  to  this  purpose,  and  selling 
cut  his  nursery,  bought  a  prairie  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  three  miles  from  Farm- 
ington.  Later  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  timber 
land. 

In  18o5  Mr.  Newell  again  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Canton,  where  he  lived  nine  3-ears;  thence  re- 
moving to  Farmington,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  was  first  married  in  1838  to  Miss  Sarah  Bond, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Bond  and  a  niece  of  Gen. 
Bond,  of  Paynesville,  Ohio.  The  Bond  family 
came  to  Illinois  in  1835  and  located  in  the  Marchant 
settlement.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newell  were  born 
two  children.  Samuel  and  Clai-k,  the  latter  dying 
when  fifteen  months  old.  Samuel  resides  on  a  farm 
in  Peoria  County,  two  miles  from  Farmington.  He 
married  Elizabeth  M.  Thompson,  of  Ellington. 
Conn.,  and  to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Sarah  E. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Newell  died  when  her  daughter, 
Sarah  E.,  was  a  babe  of  thirteen  days,  and  thj  child 
was  then  taken  into  the  home  of  her  grandfather 
and  has  been  there  since.  She  has  received  the 
best  of  care  from  the  second  wife  of  our  subject 
and  is  now  a  student  at  Knox  College,  from  which 
she  expects  to  graduate  with  the  class  of  '92. 
Our  subject  was  married  a  second  time  in  18.")7  to 
Miss  Sclina  Booth,  whose  parents  were  natives  of 
Connecticut.  Her  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Clarissa  Dewey,  was  born  near  East 
Windsor,  that  State,  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Booth 
at  Suffield.  The  father  owned  an  estate  of  four 
hundred  acres  at  East  Windsor,  where  he  died 
when  seventy-six  years  of  age.  The  mother  passed 
away  when  sixty  years  old.  Their  family  com- 
prised nine  children  who  lived  to  manhood  anci 
womanhood. 

Mrs.  Newell  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  at- 
tended the  early  schools  of  the  district.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  she  entered  Mt.  Holyoke  Sem- 
inary, where  she  took  the  regular  course.  In 
company  with  her  sister  Harriet  she  went  to  Iowa 
in  1845  and  taught  a  select  school  in  P'armington 
two  years.  Thence  she  removed  to  Toulon,  111., 
and  organized  a  select  school  which  was  later 
merged  into  the  Toulon  Academy.  In  1850  she 
came  to  Farmington,  this  county,  and  taught  in 
the    high    school,    which    was    su()ported    tluough 


J'^  llt 


a-f         y 


^•^^^^     3u/>J--LM^^r^(. 


l.^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBl'M. 


private  enterprise.  It  prospered  from  the  first,  and 
in  1853  Prof.  Cluirchill,  of  Galeshurg,  was  called 
as  an  assistant.  Up  has  for  the  past  thirty-six 
years  been  con..ected  with  Knox  College  as  pro- 
fessor. 

Mrs.  Newell  made  the  acquaintance  of  our  sub- 
ject while  teaching  at  Farmington.  She  had  friends 
at  a  ladies'  seminary  in  Henry,  111.,  and  being  fre- 
quently solicited  to  accept  a  position  as  teacher  in 
that  institution,  she  fln;illy  accepted  the  offer,  and 
went  tiiere  in  1854,  taking  charge  of  the  seminar^'. 
At  that  time  tliere  were  about  one  liundred  students 
attending  the  seminary.  Mrs.  Newell  is  a  lady  of 
rare  intellectual  endowments,  and  is  conceded  to  be 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  ladies  of  this  citj-.  She 
reads  extensively  and  possesses  the  happy  facnlt3' 
of  retaining  tlie  information  thus  obtained.  Her 
reputation  as  a  teacher  was  extended,  and  she  still 
keeps  informed  on  all  topics  of  general  and  local 
interest. 

Mr.  Newell  has  been  very  prominently  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Farmington  and 
has  helped  to  build  one  at  Canton.  He  served  as 
Deacon  of  the  church  in  C'anton  eight  years  and  in 
the  Farmington  Church  twenty-live  years,  until  on 
account  of  his  deafness  he  resigned  his  charge.  He 
has  been  Church  Treasurer  twenty-seven  years. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  voted 
the  anti-slavery  ticket  since  1833,  and  still  votes 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  lived  a  Chris- 
tian's life,  and  now  in  his  old  age  he  is  cheered  hy 
a  Christian's  hope. 


^^^EORGE  HEMP:N0VER.  One  of  the  most 
ill  (^^  finely-located  farms  in  Canton  Township  is 
V^]  owned  and  occupied  by  George  Ilemenover, 
whose  reputation  as  an  agriculturist  is  only  excelled 
by  his  character  as  a  man.  The  estate  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  five  broad  acres  on  which  may  be 
seen  a  substantial  residence  of  pleasing  architect- 
ural design,  and  numerous  buildings  adapted  to  the 
need  of  a  prosperous,  enterprising  fanner.  This 
place  has  been   the  home   of  our  subject  since  the 


spring  of  1845,  and  around  it  cluster  memories  of 
trials  and  pleasures,  joys  and  sorrows. 

January  8,  1818,  the  eyes  of  our  subject  opened 
to  the  light,  his  birthplace  being  in  New  Jersey, 
of  which  State  his  parents  were  natives.  His 
ihoth.^r,  Margaret  (Boyd)  Hemenover,  died  in  that 
State  and  his  father,  Mathias  by  name,  near  Prai- 
rie City,  this  county.  He  of  whom  we  write  was 
reared  to'manhood  in]  his  native  State,  continuing 
to  res'de  there  until  he  was  twent3'-six]|'years  old. 
His  father  being'a  farmer,  he  was  bred  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  which  he  has  folk)wed  as  a  life  work. 
In  the  summer  of  1844  he' came  to  this  county, 
and  within  a  few  months  was  located  where  he 
still  resides,  and  beginning  the  improvements 
which  [make  jhis  land  one  of  the  most  valuable 
pieces  of  property]in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Hemenover  [has  [been  twice  married.  The 
first  marriage  took  place  in  New  Jersej',  December 
17,  1841,  his  bride  being  Miss  Susan  Mills,:with 
with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  December  22. 
1878,  when  she  entered  into  rest.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Mills  and]  was  of 
Irish  descent.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  wearing  her  religion  as  an  every- 
day garment.  The  marriage  vvas  blest  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  lived  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  These  are:  Mary,  now 
the  wife  of  Fred  Jones;  Amanda,  who  married  John 
Bell  and  died  in  Canton;  Amos,  a  farmer  in  Mc- 
Lean Count}-;  Surilda,  wife  of  Daniel  Shearer; 
Emma,  wife  of  Edwin  Roe;  and  Andrew,  a  painter 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  dece.ised  are  Sarah, 
who  died  when  nine  months  old,  and  George,  who 
lived  to;the  age  of  two  years. 

The  [iresent  'Mrs.  Hemenover  was  born  in  Sus- 
sex County,  N.  J.,  July  18,  1830,  to  Samutl  and 
and  Charlotte  (Kinchman)]'Blancliard.  Her  pa- 
rents were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  They 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  where  the  mother  died, 
the  father  subsequently  returning  to  New  Jersey 
where  he  breathed  his  last.  Miss  Eliza  Blanchard, 
now  Mrs.  Hemenover,  _first  married  Loren  Dun- 
ning, who  died  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  September  25, 
1880,  he  being  the  father  of  six  children — Phebe 
E.  and  Julia  A.,  deceased;  Charlotte  A.,  James  A.. 
Samuel  M.  and  Floyd  E.     After  having  remained 
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a  widow  until  December  28,  1889,  Mrs.  Dunning 
beeams  t.iie  wife  of  our  subject.  Under  ber  care 
the  lioine  is  neat  anil  ordel'ly,  well  supplied  with 
good  cheer  for  the  body  and  recreation  for  the 
mind.  Mrs.  Ilemenover  has  many  friends  who 
greatly  enjoy  their  visits  in  her  home. 

Mr.  Ilemenover  is  identified  with  the  Ro|)ublican 
party.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Cliurcli  to  which  he  Las  belonged  since  1846.  He 
is  a  life  member  of  the  Baptist  Theological  Union, 
located  at  Chicago.  His  portrait,  which  is  shown 
on  anotiier  page,  represents  one  of  Fulton  County's 
old  settlers  and  esteemed  citizens. 

^^EORGE  W.  HORTON,  a  member  of  the 
i|(  ,-— ,  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  is  one  of  the 

'\^^  leading  citizens  of  Astoria.  He  is  a  native 
of  Ohio,  tlie  place  of  his  birth  near  New  Castle, 
Coshocton  County,  and  the  date  thereof  October 
11,  1837.  His  father,  William  Horton,  was  born 
in  the  same  county,  and  liis  father,  whose  given 
name  was  Thomas,  was  born  either  in  New  York 
or  Virginia,  He  was  a  son  of  Ezra  Horton,  a  na- 
tive of  ^Maryland,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  was 
a  pioneer  of  Coshocton  County,  where  he  spent  his 
last  years,  dying  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety 
years. 

Thomas  Horton  resided  in  New  York  and  also 
in  Virginia  prior  to  his  removal  to  Ohio.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Coshocton  County, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  forest-covered  land 
two  miles  east  of  New  Castle.  He  cleared  and  de- 
veloped a  good  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  the 
fall  of  IS.'iS,  when  he  came  to  Fulton  Countj-. 
Here  he  bought  an  improved  farm  one-half  mile 
south  of  Summum,  and  that  was  his  home  until 
death  called  him  hence.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Butler,  was  reared  on  the  bank 
of  White  Woman's  River  in  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Summum.  Hei 
father,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
Thomas  Butler.  He  was  a  Welshman  by  birth, 
and  after  coming  to  this  country  settled  first  in 
Virginia,  and  from  there  removed   to  Coshocton 


County  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement.  There 
his  pilgrimage  was  brought  to  a  close  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-five  years  by  his  accidental 
death,  caused  b}'  his  being  thrown  from  a  horse. 

j  The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  was  engaged  in  it  in  Ohio  until 
1853,  when  he  came  to  Fulton  County,  and  settled 
in  Woodland  Township.  He  bought  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  two  miles 
east  of  Astoria.  He  rented  a  house  for  a  time  and 
then  bought  forty  acres  more  land  adjoining  his 
first  i)urchase,  on  which  there  was  a  double  log 
house,  which  the  family  occupied  until  1868.  Mr. 
Horton  then  sold  that  place  and  bought  one  in 
Hancock  County,  three  and  one  half-miles  southwest 
of  Augusta.  Four  years  later  he  returned  to  this 
locality  and  resided  on  the  land  he  first  bought 
until  his  death  in  March,  1882.  He  had  married 
in  Oiiio,  taking  as  his  wife  Sarah  Dennis.  She  was 
horn  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  Dennis,  who,  so  far  as  known,  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  He  removed 
from  that  State  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  wiiere  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming 
thereon  until  death  rounded  out  his  life.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Horn,  and 
she  w:is  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  died  in  Knox 
County.  The  mother  of  our  subject  nuw  makes 
her  home  with  her  son,  T.  .1.,  on  the  home  farm. 
Nine  of  the  ten  children  born  of  her  marriage  are 
living. 

George  W.  Horton  was  sixteen  years  old  the  day 
the  family-  arrived  in  Fulton  County.  He  had  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  Ohio,  and  was  a  pupil 
in  the  winter  schools  of  this  county  three  terms 
after  coming  here.  When  but  a  boy  he  commenced 

!  work  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  with  his  father, 
and  followed  that  calling  part  of  the  time  when  not 
engaged  in  farming  until  1861. 

Our  subject  was  one  of    the  brave  officers  of  the 

]  late  war,  and  his  valuable  services  won  him  a  mili- 
tary record  of  which  he  and  his  may  well  be  proud. 
After  the  war  broke  out  he  watched  its  progress 
with  intense  interest,  and  as  soon  as  he  could  ar- 
range it,  enlisted  to  defend  the  honor  of  his  coun- 
try.    August   13,    1861,   he   became  a  member  of 

j    Company  H,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry.      He  was  mus- 
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tered  in  as  Orderly  Sergeant,  and  fur  bravery  and 
excellent  soldierly  qualities  was  inomoted  to  be 
See  )nd  Lieutenant,  Deceraber  3L  1861.  and  May 
12.  1862,  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  First 
Lieutenant  of  his  company.  For  a  few  months  in 
18G2  lie  was  Regimental  (^)uartormasler  and  Com- 
missary. 

Lieut.  Ilorton  veteranized  in  February.  1864,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  regiment 
took  pai't  in  eighteen  regular  battles,  and  in  man}' 
minor  engagements.  The  most  important  battles 
in  which  our  subject  fought  were  those  at  Pea 
Kidge,  Chickasaw  Bluffs.  Tupelo,  Miss.,  Franklin 
and  Nashville,  Tenn.  In  May,  1865,  the  war  hav- 
ing closed,  he  resigned  his  commission  and  re- 
turned home. 

After  his  experience  of  military  life  our  subject 
quietly  resumed  farming  in  Woodland  Township, 
remaining  there  until  1868.  We  next  hear  of  him 
in  Hancock  County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  on 
which  he  dwelt  until  1872,  when  he  sold  it  and 
went  to  California.  There  he  was  employed  at  his 
old  trade  of  a  carpenter,  working  in  .San  Francisco 
six  weeks,  and  then  in  Goshen  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  from  there  he  went  to  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mountains,  where  he  was  emplo3'ed  on  the  Central 
Pacific  Railroad  in  building  snow  sheds  and  bridges 
until  January,  1873  After  that  he  visited  his  old 
home  for  a  few  months,  and  in  April  went  back  to 
California,  where  he  resided  until  the  month  of 
.hily.  He  then  returned  eastward  as  far  as  George- 
town, Colo.,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came  b.ack  to  this 
county  and  bought  a  home  in  Astoria,  and  has  re- 
sided here  ever  since. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  took 
place  May  1.  1864,  w.as  to  .Mary  Ann  Saffer,  a  na- 
tive of  Woodland  Township.  .She  dei)arted  this 
life  October  18,  1871,  leaving  four  children— Will- 
iam S.,  Oscar  J.,  Clara  E.  and  Albert  S.  Mr.  Hor- 
ton  was  married  a  second  time  April  23,  1879, 
taking  as  his  wife  Miss  Sallie  J.  McKim,  a  native  of 
Stenbenville,  Ohio.  Mr.  Horton  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Astoria;  he  is  a  man  of  large 
experience,  possesses  firmness  of  character,  fore- 
thought andisound  common  sense,  and  his  fellow- 
citizens,  recognizing  the  value  of  these  traits  in  a 


civic  official,  have  often  called  him  to  fill  positions 
of  trust  and  honor.  He  is  at  present  serving  his 
third  term  as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors,  representing  Astoria  Township.  He 
has  served  on  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees  and 
has  been  Collector  two  terms.  Socially,  he  is 
connected  with  Astoria  Lodge,  No.  112. 1.  O.  O.  F. 
In  his  political  nttiliations  he  h.as  always  been  a 
IJemocrat,  and  he  cast  his  first  vole  for  Stephen  A. 
Douglas.  While  a  resident  of  Woodland  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1866,  and  in  1867 
h(>  was  appointed  Postm.aster  at  Suramum. 


ADISON  HEAD  is  identiliod  with  the  legal 
profession  of  Fnlton  County  as  an  able 
;  lawyer,  and  is  also  closely  connected  with 
its  agricultural  interests,  owning  and  man- 
aging a  choice  farm  on  sections  11  and  12,  of  Union 
Township,  where  he  has  a  charming  home.  He  has 
mingled  much  in  |)ublic  life  and  his  record  as  a 
civic  official  is  above  repro.aeh. 

Mr.  Head  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  .State,  born 
in  Tompkins  County,  January  13.  1829.  John  J. 
and  Rhoda  (Banker)  Head  were  his  parents;  his 
father  was  born  in  Columbia  County.  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 30.  1802,  and  is  now  living  in  Avon,  this 
State,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eightv'-eight  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  from  his 
father  gained  sound,  practical  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture in  all  its  branches;  he  was  given  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  education,  which  he  improved  as 
he  was  a  fine  scholar  with  a  thoughtful  turn  of 
mind.  He  was  graduated  with  honor  from  the 
Mecklenburg  High  School  in  1847.  and  was  thus 
well-equipped  for  any  career  he  might  adopt.  After 
leaving  school  he  accepted  a  situation  offered  him 
by  Madison  Truman  as  clerk  in  his  store  in  the 
village  of  .Mecklenburg,  and  during  the  seven 
years  that  he  remained  with  Mr.  Truman  he  gained 
a  good  insight  into  business  and  the  best  modes  of 
carrying  it  on,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
was  enabled  to  establish  himself  as  a  merchant,  and 
for  two  years  was  .actively  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.     He  then  look  into  consideration 
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Horace  Greele}''s  sententious  advice,  "  Go  West, 
young  man,"  and  concluded  to  act  upon  it,  con- 
vinced that  liere  were  broader  fields  for  the  exer- 
cise of  his  talents,  or  tiie  carrying  out  of  any 
enterprise  in  which  he  might  embark,  and  soon  we 
find  him  pleasantly  located  in  Virgil,  this  countj', 
and  busily  engaged  in  farming.  In  1860  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  legal  profession  and  read  law 
with  Henry  Goodspeed,  finished  his  studies  with 
B'lrrese  &  Grant,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1863.  He  immediately  established  himself  in  his 
profession  in  Avon,  and  in  the  ensuing  years  built 
up  a  lucrative  practice,  which  he  conducted  until 
1872  in  that  place. 

While  bus3^  at  his  professional  labors  our  subject 
had  not  forgotten  his  early  training  as  a  farmer 
and  his  predilection  for  that  noble  calling,  and  in 
the  year  mentioned  he  again  turned  to  it,  without 
wholly  abandoning  the  law,  hovvever,  and  was  soon 
comfortably  located  on  a  farm  on  section  6,  Ellis- 
ville  Township.  He  remained  there  until  1881, 
wlien  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides, finely  situated  on  sections  11  and  12,  L^nion 
Township.  It  (  ontains  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  tillable  and  well-cultivated  land,  supplied  with 
a  good  class  of  buildings  and  every  necessary  ap- 
pliance  for  carrying  on  agriculture. 

January  15,  1853,  Mr.  Head  was  married  to 
Sarah  Soul,  who  died  in  the  montli  of  October,  1 863, 
after  a  wedded  life  of  ten  years.  In  August,  1864, 
our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  taking  as 
his  wife  Marj'  E.,  daughter  of  Daniel  Wright,  of 
Avon.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  at  Avon,  and  is  in  every 
way  worthy  of  the  respect  accorded  to  her  on  all 
sides.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Head  has  been  blessed 
to  them  by  one  daughter,  Myra  S.,  who  was  born 
December  7,  1873,  and  resides  with  her  father  and 
mother. 

Mr.  Head  still  engages  in  his  profession  although 
he  devotes  so  much  of  his  time  to  his  agricultural 
interests,  and  is  quite  often  employed  as  an  attor- 
ney by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen,  who 
appreciate  his  legal  knowledge  and  have  every  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  and  integrity,  perhaps  espe- 
cially so  as  they  consider  him  a  first-class  farmer. 
He  is  a  stalwart  among  the  Republicans,  and  has 


frequently  been  called  to  positions  of  honor  and 
trust.  For  a  period  of  twelve  3ears  he  was  United 
States  Commissioner,  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
position  with  dignit}^  and  characteristic  elficiency ; 
for  eight  years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace;  and 
he  has  been  Township  Assessor. 


'^  ENKY  LOCK  is  a  respected  member  of  the 
farming  community  (if  this  county.  For 
rty  years  he  has  owned  and  occupied  his 
((£)'  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  .loshua  Township.  He  has  it  under  fine  culti- 
vation, has  placed  upon  it  substantial  improve- 
ments, and  as  the  result  of  a  hard,  earnest,  laborious 
life,  has  made  here  a  cozy  home,  wherein  he  can 
pass  his  declining  years  in  comfort,  peace  and  hap- 
piness, free  from  the  cares  tliat  be.''et  his  younger 
days. 

Mr.  Lock  is  of  English  birth,  born  in  Devon- 
shire ill  1824.  In  the  prime  of  a  vigorous  man- 
hood he  emigrated  to  America,  hoping  thereby  to 
better  his  fortunes.  Our  subject  was  six  weeks  en 
voyage  to  this  country;  they  were  becalmed  four- 
teen days  in  the  ice  and  the  vessel  lost  her  mast  in 
a  storm  off  Newfoundland.  After  landing  on  these 
shores  he  made  his  wa}-  to  this  State,  settled  in  Peo- 
ria Count}',  and  the  ensuing  seven  3'ears  was  in- 
dustriously engaged  in  farming  there.  AVhen  he 
first  entered  upon  his  career  after  coming  to  this 
State,  he  had  but  five  pounds  sterling  with  whicli 
to  begin  his  new  life.  He  had,  however,  what  was 
better;good  physical  endowments,  industrious  hab- 
its and  a  well-balanced  mind  and  these  have  Ijeen 
sufficient  capital  to  place  him  in  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances. In  1859  he  removed  to  this  county 
and  has  since  been  a  useful  citizen  of  Joshua  Town- 
ship, where  his  farming  operations  are  centered. 

Our  subject  found  in  this  county  soon  after  com- 
ing liere  one  of  life's  choicest  blessings,  a  good  wife, 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Poll}-  Smith,  to  whom  his 
life  was  united  July  28,  1861.  Mrs.  Lock  was  born 
in  Ohio  and  is  the  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Polly 
(Burns)  Smith,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
To  them  have   been  born    two  sons — William   H. 
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and  James  A.,  aged  respectivelj^  twenty-six  and 
twenty-four  years.  Tliey  have  been  carefully 
trained  and  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
parents  and  are  respected  and  honored  youn^  men 
in  this  their  native  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loc-k  are  highly  regarded  by  all 
who  know  them  for  those  sterling  traits  of  charac- 
ter that  mark  them  as  eminently  worthy  of  respect. 
Mr.  Lock  is  a  strong  Republican  in  his  political 
views,  an(i  is  much  interested  in  the  affairs  of  his 
adopted  country.  Mrs  Lock  is  a  puie  Christian 
woman  and  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Church. 


yl.  GEARHART.  The  pioneer  residents 
of  Fulton  County  have  witnessed  many 
changes  within  the  last  flftj-  years;  uncul- 
tivated tracts  of  land  transformed  into  fields  of 
waving  grain,  elegant  structures  where  once  stood 
the  log  cabins  of  the  frontiersmen,  schools  and 
churches  where  once  the  savage  roamed  unmo- 
lested. Among  those  who  have  aided  in  effecting 
til  is  happy  result  and  who  have  lived  to  see  the 
fruits  of  their  labors,  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  who,  for  more  than  a  half  century,  has  been 
engaged  here  in  various  lines  of  business.  He  is 
now  a  furniture  dealer  and  undertaker  in  Canton, 
where  the  most  of  his  life  has  been  passed. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Whitaker)  Gearliart,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  they  continued  to  live  for  many  years 
after  their  marriage.  Their  five  children  were 
named  Elizabeth,  John,  Angeline,  William  and 
Harriet.  Hearing  of  the  bright  prospects  the  West 
offered  to  settlers,  Jacob  Gearhart  resolved  to  emi- 
grate hither,  and  with  iiis  famih'  left  Penns3'lvania 
in  1839,  and  proceeded  by  boat  down  the  Ohio 
River,  up  the  Mississippi  ana  Illinois  Rivers.  They 
landed  at  Copperas  Creek,  and  thence  journeyed  to 
Canton,  this  county.  The  anticipations  of  pros- 
perity which  the  father  enjoyed  were  never  real- 
ized, for  about  three  weeks  after  reaching  Canton, 
he  passed  from  the  scones  of  earth,  leaving  a  widow 
and  five  small  children  in  a  strange  land  with  very 


limited  means  for  their  support.  The  mother  sur- 
vived until  about  1875,  having  attained  her  sixty- 
fifth  year. 

During  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gearhart  in 
Danville,  then  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  our  subject 
was  born  March  14,  1835,  and  was  therefore  only 
three  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Illinois.  When  only  seven  years  old  he  went 
as  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Maiile  it  Piper, 
helping  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family,  his 
mother  being  a  widow  with  limited  means.  Al- 
though such  a  small  child,  he  gave  satisfaction  and 
continued  in  the  employ  of  merchants  until  1858. 
At  that  date  he  associated  himself  with  the  firm  of 
Breed,  Kline  &  Co.,  in  the  dry  goods  business,  but 
after  continuing  for  two  j  ears  the  firm  became  in- 
solvent and  Mr.  Gearhart  lost  his  two  j'ears  labor 
and  half  of  his  capital  on  account  of  the  drought. 

Nothing  daunted,  however,  by  this  unfortunate 
experience  Mr.  Gearhart  once  more  returned  to 
clerking,  which  occupied  his  time  until  1866.  With 
his  brother-in-law  Mr.  William  Thompson  he  com- 
menced in  the  furniture  business.  Soon  afterward 
the  brother-in-law  died  and  Mr.  Gearhart  took  en- 
tire charge  of  the  business,  and  since  1880  has  been 
the  sole  owner  of  the  stock.  His  genial  disposition 
and  upright  character  have  added  to  his  success  as 
a  business  man,  and  he  is  deservedly  popular 
wherever  known.  A  long  period  of  active  interest 
in  the  commercial  world  has  given  him  a  sjjlendid 
insight  into  the  best  methods  of  conducting  a  mer- 
cantile business,  and  has  also  prepared  him  to  esti- 
mate people  and  things  correctly. 

Although  he  has  frequent  opportunities  to  till 
public  offices,  Jlr.  Gearhart  is  so  engrossed  with 
the  duties  of  his  extensive  business  that,  he  has  no 
time  for  accepting  the  political  honors  his  friends 
wish  to  bestow  upon  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  at  Canton,  III.  Politically  I.e 
casts  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  in  religious  matters  is  conservative. 
A  man  of  strict  integrity  and  generosity  of  opinion, 
he  naturally  wins  friends  easily,  and  is  respected 
throughout  the  entire  county.  His  life  is  an  exam- 
ple of  success,  attained  oidy  after  the  most  tre- 
mendous efforts  on  his  part.  Thus  each  day 
furnishes  us  examples  of  noble,  true  hearted  men, 
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luavelyjfaeino:  the  obstacles  that  invariably  attend 
.1  commercial  career  and  -by  opposing-  troubles, 
end  them." 

In  connection  with  this  brief  biographical  sketcl). 
thej-eader  will  notice  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Gearhart  on 
another  page. 


;OHN  N.  OLDS.     The  business  career  of  this 
gentleman,  a  dealer  in  hardware,  farm  imple- 

;    ments,    stoves    and     groceries  in     Canton. 

'  covers  a  period  of  thirty-six  years.  He  be- 
gan his  experience  here  when  a  mere  boy  without 
means,  but  by  faithfulness,  energy  and  application 
to  business,  he  won  his  way  upward,  step  by  step, 
and  has  accumulated  quite  a  competence.  The  at- 
tractive surroundings  of  his  home  on  North  Fourth 
Street  indicate  the  presence  of  refined  womanhood 
at  the  head  of  tiie  domestic  affairs. 

The  Olds  family  is  of  English  and  Scotch  descent 
in  the  paternal  line,  and  the  maternal  ancestors  of 
our  subject  were  originally  from  Scotland.  His 
father,  Otis  Olds,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  where 
Grandfather  Olds  was  born.  Otis  Olds  married  for 
his  second  wife  Lucinda,  daughter  of  John  Smith. 
Both  died  in  the  Empire  State.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 
He  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  near  the  cele- 
brated Saratoga  Springs.  March  8,  1-835,  and  passed 
his  school  days  in  his  native  county  in  attendance  at 
tlie  common  schools.  He  then  came  west  to  Can- 
ton, entering  the  store  of  his  uncle,  Amos  Smith, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 

After  having  filled  that  position  eight  years,  Mr. 
Olds  was  taken  into  the  firm  as  a  partner,  the  style 
becoming  Smith  &  Olds,  and  their  stock  consisting 
of  hardware  and  stoves.  When  the  connection  had 
continued  six  years  our  subject  sold  out  to  his 
p.irtner,  taking  pay  for  his  interest  in  groceries.  In 
tl)eir  sale  he  continued  actively  engaged  until  May, 
1868,  when  his  store  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  he 
sustained  a  serious  loss.  However,  he  rebuilt  on 
the  same  site  a  two-story  brick  building,  put  in  a 
new  stock  and  continued  to  trade  in  groceries  ex 
clusively  for  several  years,  when  he  added   stoves. 


hardware,  implements  and  farm  machinery,  and  in 
connection  opened  a  tin  shop.  He  carries  a  large 
and  varied  stock  of  all  the  goods  above  mentioned 
and  transacts  an  extensive  business.  His  long  ac- 
quaintance with  and  experience  in  trade  hps  quali- 
fied him  for  the  conduct  of  a  flourishing  establish- 
ment ivherein  various  departments  require  careful 
and  intelligent  oversight. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Olds  was  celebrated  in 
1866,  he  having  won  for  his  wife  Miss  Emma  L. 
Birch,  a  native  of  Ohio,  whose  parents.  William 
and  Esther  Birch,  formerly  resided  in  New  York. 
Prior  to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Olds  was  quite  popular 
in  Canton  society  and  as  the  population  of  the  city 
has  increased  she  has  gained  new  friends.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Olds  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  only  one 
of  whom,  Frank  Birch,  is  now  living. 

Mr.  Olds  has  served  two  terms  as  an  Alderman, 
representing  the  First  Ward.  He  is  a  member  of 
Olive  Branch  Lodge,  I.  O.  O  F.,  and  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  LTnited  Workmen.  A  man  of  intelligence, 
reliable  in  his  citizenship,  honorable  in  his  dealings 
with  his  fellow-men,  and  kindly  in  social  and  do- 
mestic life  he  is  regarded  with  a  due  measure  of 
esteem  by  those  about  him. 

—^ M H 

T^OBERT  PRICHARD.  an  honored  resident 
llWv  of  Lewislown  is  a  representative  of  a  pio- 
lii  *.  neer  family  of  this  county,  and  the  work  that 
he  has  done  towards  developing  its  interests 
gives  him  a  worthy  place  among  the  true-hearted 
hard  working  men  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
present  prospsrity  of  this  part  of  Illinois.  He  is 
numbered  amOngst  Lewistown  Township's  practical, 
well  to-do  farmers  and  has  here  a  faim  that  com- 
pares with  the  best  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Prichard  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Newark, 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  Match  11,  1831,  his  father, 
Jorden  Prichard,  having  been  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  that  part  of  Ohio.  The  latter  Has  a 
native  of  Washington,  Washington  County,  Pa., 
and  his  father,  Benjamin  Prichard,  was  the  son  of 
a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  as  far  as  known  was 
of  Pennsylvania  birth.     He  crossed  the  State  line 


PORTRAIT  AND  HIOGRAPlllCAL  ALIUJM. 


r4.i 


into  Ohio,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Licking  County,' 
where  he  bought  timbered  land  and  developed  a 
farm  on  wliifh  he  lived  iiiitH  death  summoned 
liini  hence.  Tliu  father  of  our  subject  was  a  young 
man  when  he  went  with  his  family  to  Ohio.  Ho 
followed  farming,  tlie  career  to  which  lie  had  been 
bred,  in  Linking  County,  until  1837.  In  that  year 
lie  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  Illinois,  bringing 
iiither  his  wife  and  four  children,  making  the  entire 
journey  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  wagon  in  six 
weeks.  After  his  arrival  in  Fulton  County,  he 
bought  a  tract  of  timber  in  Liverpool  Township, 
of  which  one  acre  was  cleared  and  on  it  stood  a 
little  cabin]10xl4  feet  in  dimensions,  built  of  round 
logs.  The  familj-  moved  into  this  liunible  dwell- 
ing and  made  it  their  home  for  a  few  years.  Mr. 
Prichard  was  a  very  intelligent,  well-educated  man, 
and  his  services  were  sought  by  his  fellow  pioneers 
as  a  teacher,  and  in  the  winter  season  he  conducted 
a  sciiool.  It  was  the  custom  in  those  days,  as  we 
are  informed  by  the  pioneers  that  yet  live,  for  the 
teacher  to  treat  the  scholars  sometime  during  the 
term.  One  morning  Jlr.  Prichard  upon  going  to 
the  schoolhouse  found  the  door  barred  and  the 
scholars  insisted  that  he  should  treat  before  he 
came  in.  He  finally  went  to  a  neighbor's  to  get  as- 
sistance and  returned  with  help.  They  managed 
to  effect  an  entrance  but  the  boys  were  too  many 
for  them  and  took  them  out  and  rolled  them  in  the 
snow.  The  schoolmaster  then  went  to  other  neigh- 
bors, got  some  whiskey,  treated  his  pupils  and 
everything  went  on  serenely. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  very  industrious, 
hard-working  man,  and  was  prospering  finely  when 
in  1849  an  epiilemic  of  cholera  prevailed  in  his 
neighborhood  and  during  the  month  of  July  him- 
self and  wife,  his  son  and  daughter,  and  a  grand- 
child, all  succumbed  to  the  dread  disease.  Thus 
his  nolile  life  was  brought  to  an  untimely  end  and 
one  of  the  most  respected  pioneers  of  the  county 
was  removed  from  the  midst  of  liis  fellow  pioneers 
while  yet  he  was  at  the  height  of  his  usefulness. 
In  early  maiiliiHid  he  had  marrii'd  Artemesia  Shaw, 
a  native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio.  Her  fatli.er, 
Alexander  Shaw,  is  thought  to  have  been  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Licking  County. 
He  came  to  this  county  from  there  as  early  as  1828 


and  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  in  Lewistown 
Township.  He  secured  a  tract  of  Government 
land,  developed  it  into  a  farm,  and  resided  thereon 
until  his  life  was  brought  to  a  close.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Harkley,  and  she  spent 
her  last  years  on  the  home  farm. 

Robert  Prichard,  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
was  six  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  county  with 
his  father  and  mother,  and  though  so  young  he  still 
remembers  well  the  incidents  of  the  overland  jour- 
ney and  of  the  early  pioneer  life  here.  His  edu- 
cation was  conducted  in  the  pioneer  schools  that 
were  taught  in  the  log  buildings,  which  were  heated 
by  fireplaces  and  had  slab  benches  for  seats,  and 
greased  paper  instead  of  glass  for  windows.  As 
soon  as  large  enougli  he  commenced  to  help  his 
father  clear  land  and  till  the  soil.  After  the  death 
of  his  parents  he  worked  on  the  farm  by  the  month 
until  1850,  and  tlien  bought  a  threstiing  machine 
which  he  operated  four  years,  or  until  his  marriage. 
At  that  time  he  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  old  homestead  and  lived  thereon  until 
1870,  when  he  rented  it  and  removed  to  Lewis- 
town.  Ill  1878  he  bought  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  It  is  a  valuable  piece  of  property,  compris- 
ing ninety-seven  acres  of  very  fertile,  highly  tilled 
land,  adjoining  the  town,  provided  with  excellent 
buildings  and  all  the  necessary  machinery  fordoing 
farm  work. 

November  18.  1854,  our  subject  and  Miss  Re- 
becca Shelby  were  married.  She  was  born  in  White 
County,  111.,  to  Noah  and  Maria  Shelby.  She  and 
our  subject  have  reared  five  children,  giving  them 
all  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  and  making 
of  them  good  citizens.  Their  names  are  George 
W.,  Allie  S.,  Peter  L..  Noah  and  Olive  A.  George 
W.  was  graduated  with  honor  from  Rush  Medical 
College,  and  soon  after  established  himself  in  Cold- 
water,  Kan.  lie  built  up  an  extensive  practice  but 
his  noble  life  was  cut  short  by  his  dastardly  assas- 
sination in  that  place  in  May,  1890.  Alice  lives 
with  her  parents;  Peter  is  a  resident  of  Hillsboro. 
Trail  County,  N.  Dak.;  Olive  A.,  married  .James 
W.  Ashbaugh,  a  resident  of  Lewi.stown;  Noah 
lives  in  Itliica.  Neb. 

Fulton  County  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  promi- 
nent part  Mr.  Prichard  has  taken  In  the  introduc- 
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tion  of  higli'graded  stock.  He  was  one'of  the  first 
to  introduce  the  Norman-Peicheron  horse.  As 
early  as'1874,'he  imported  a  stallion  and^has'owned 
several  since  that  time  and  at  present  has  two  of 
the  most  valuable  stock  horses  in  the  county. 
Short-horn  is  liisDjfavorile  breed  Jin  cattle  and  hu 
has  a  fine  herd.  Mr.  Priehard  has  been  "a  con- 
spicuous figure  in  the  public  life  of  township  and 
county,  ills  business  tact,  energy  and  well-known 
talent  for  affairs,  making  him  an  invaluable  civic 
official.  He  has  represented  Lewistown  on  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  several  terms.  He 
wasCclected  Sheriff  of  Fulton  County,  in  1870,  re- 
elected in  1872.  and  is  one  of  the  best  men  who 
ever  held  that  responsible  position  in  this  county, 
lie  is  a  valued  member  of  Lewistown  Lodge,  No. 
104,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Politically  he  has  always  been 
a  stalwart  Democrat.  He  has  ably  served  in  Liv- 
erpool Township  as  Assessor.  Constable,  Collector, 
Road  Commissioner,  and  School  Director,  holding 
tlie  latter  jjosition  fifteen  3-ears.  He  has  ever  been 
true  to  tiie  duties  and  responsibilities  imposed  upon 
him  in  his  various  official  capacities,  his  public 
life  is  without  stain,  and  his  private  career  is  blame- 
less. 


I^.EV.  MARION  F.  HAVERMALE,  a  promi 
jWf^  nent  minister  of  the  Methodist  denomination, 
A  *  though  he  is  not  in  the  active  work  now 
"^  and  is  principally  engaged  in  the  care  and 
management  of  tlie  fine  old  homestead  in  Joshua 
Township  that  he  |  urehased  from  his  father,  a 
jjioneer  of  the  county,  is  a  descendant  of  an  old 
German  family  who  settled  near  Hagerstown.  Md., 
one  hundred  and  forty  j'ears  ago.  The  name  was 
then  spelled  Houvermahl,  afterwards  Hawvermale, 
but  for  the  past  fifty  years  has  been  spelled  as 
indicated  above. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  August  4, 
1834  to  Peter  and  Maria  (Gardenhour)  Havermale. 
The  father  was  born  about  July,  1796,  and  the  date 
of  tiie  birth  of  the  mother  was  January  1,  1798. 
Peter  Havermale  was  a  weaver  by  Irade,  but  always 
made  farming  the  principal  business  of  his  life.  As 
early  as  18.33,  he  migrated  with   his  family  from 


his  old  pioneer  home  to  the  wilds  of[]Montgomer\" 
County,' Ohio,  making  thecntire  journey  with  the 
old  fasliionedQfour-horse  team  and  wagon  as  a 
means  of  conveyance.  The  family2.1ived  among 
the  pioneers  of  that  part  of  Ohio  eleven  years,  and 
at  the  expir.i.tion  of  that"  time  decided  to  come 
further  West,  and  by  tlie  same  method  of  convey- 
ance as  hadgbrought'them'  tos  Ohio,  started  for 
Illinois  in  1844.  The  fall  and  winter  of  that  year 
they  staid  in  Farmington,  and  during  that  time 
Mr.  Havermale  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  on  section  24,  Joshua  Township.  The  follow- 
ing spring  he  went  with  his  famil}'  to  live]  on  this 
land,  occupying  as  a  dwelling  a  log  cabin,  for  a 
year  or  more.  About  the  time  of  his  purchase  a 
Swedenborgian  settlement  or  colony  had  been  es- 
tablished on  tiie  "  community  plan"  on  land  about 
one  mile  north  of  his  farm.  The  community  lasted 
as  an  organized  body  only  about  a  year,  but  in  that 
time  had  erected  a  number  of  small  buildings,  and 
had  also  manufactured  a  large  quantity  of  brick 
with  which  to  build  a  temple  of  worship.  On  the 
dismemberment  of  the  community  Mr.  Havermale 
purchased  the  brick  and  with  that  material  at  once 
erected  a  commodious  and  roomy  brick  house  in 
1846,  which  became  the  family  residence  and  which 
he  occupied  as  such  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  The  following  year  he  built  a  substantial  and 
convenient  barn,  and  both  buildings,  with  slight 
alterations,  remain  till  the  jiresent  time  and  are 
occupied  and  used  by  the  family'  of  his  son,  whose 
name  beads  this  sketch.  Mr.  Havermale  was  an 
industrious  and  God-fearins  man,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  residents  of  this  vicinitj'. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  Church 
Council.  He  afterwards  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  faith  he  adhered  till 
his  death.  In  his  political  predilections  he  was 
a  Republican  and,  although  never  a  politician  or 
an  office  seeker,  served  his  township  in  some  of  the 
minor  offices.  He  died  March  27,  1888,  leaving 
behind  the  record  of  an  upright,  honorable  life. 
His  wife  had  jjreceded  him  only  three  days  to  the 
I  other  shore,  having  died  March  24.  1888.  Her 
I  grave  was  re-opened  and  his  mortal  remains  were 
placed  by  her  side,  and  tliey  now  lie  in  the    Luth- 
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ei-Mii  giavo  yavd  a.  !<liort  distance  south  of    the    old 
homestead. 

Peter  and  Mafia  (Gni-deiihour)  Ilavoitiiale,  iiave 
the  following-name(i  children:  Noah,  wlio  was 
killed  in  llie  lerrihle  Chatsvroitii  railroad  wreck 
in  1887,  his  being  the  first  death  tiiat  liad  occurred 
ni  the  family  for  upwards  of  forty-eight  years; 
Samuel  G.,  who  became  a  minister  of  the  MetlKjdist 
persuasion  and  now  lives  at  Santiago.  C'ftl. ;  John  J., 
a  farmer  of  Joshua  Township;  Daniel  G.,  a  retired 
farmer,  resident  of  Canton  ;  George  W..  a  Methodist 
niinistsratDe  Soto,  Kan.;  the  Rev.  Marion  F.,  sub- 
jiM-t  of  this  sketch:  Louisa  F.,  the  wife  of  John  F. 
Randolph  of  Canton  Township;  and  Joseph  S.,  a 
brickmason  residing  in  Canton.  As  seen  by  the 
foregoing,  of  the  eight  children  in  the  family,  three 
Ik  came  active  ministersof  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  JIarion  F.  Havermale  was  educated 
principally  in  the  Fulton  County  schools.  He 
e;iily  manifested  a  fervently  religious  turn  of  mind, 
and  in  1860;  became  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
denomination,  since  when  he  has  preached  under 
the  auspices  of  either  the  Rock  River  or  Central 
Illinois  Conference.  Ten  5'ears  ago,  however,  by 
special  permission  of  his  conference  he  returned  to 
the  home  of  his  aged  parents  to  care  for  then),  and 
ever  since  he  and  his  family  have  lived  on  the  old 
homestead,  of  which  he  is  now  the  possessor.  Mr. 
Havermale  is  a  genial.  Christian  gentleman,  hospita- 
ble to  a  fault  ana  on  account  of  his  man^-  good 
qualities  of  head  and  heart  is  greatlj'  esteemed  and 
respected  wherever  known.  During  the  war  for 
tin;  Union  our  subject  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Yates,  as  Chaplain  for  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
lifth  Illinois  Infantry.  At  that  time  the  regiment 
had  started  with  Gen.  Sherman  on  its  famous 
nuirch  to  the  sea,  and  as  he  was  unable  to  reach 
the  command,  he  resigned  his  commission  three 
months  after  his  appointment.  About  the  time  he 
was  appointed  Chaplain  Mr.  Havermale  was  drafted 
into  the  army,  but  owing  to  family  and  other  in- 
terests of  importance  he  furnished  a  substitute  at 
an  expense  of  ¥700  or  more. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Havermale  was  married  December 
30,  1855  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Gluts,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  at  Cuba,  111.;  Mrs.  Havermale  was  born 
November  2.  1837.  and  is  descended   from   an  old 


Pennsylvania  family  of  German  origin;  like  her 
husband,  her  parents,  Joseph  and  Eveanna  ( Ecken- 
rode)  Cluts,  were  eirly  and  respected  citizens  of 
Fulton  County.  Her  father  died  August  17,  1863. 
and  her  mother  June  1  1.  188(5,  and  both  lie  buried 
in  the  Sanders  graveyard.  Tliey  had  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Sophie,  born  .luly  i).  1821).  a 
resident  of  Clinton;  Josiah.born  February  13.  1831, 
a  resident  of  Ohio;  Francis  J.,  born  October  18, 
I  832.  a  resident  of  El  Paso,  III. ;  Louisa  M.ari:i,  born 
February  9,  1834,  and  died  December  4,  1837; 
Mary  Catherine,  born  November  2,  1837,  wife  of 
oni- subject;  Angeline.  born  August  15,  1839,  liv- 
ing near  Fairview;  Rebecca  Lovina,  born  M.ay  2C. 
1841,  living  in  Cuba;  Benjamin  F..  born  April  !•. 
1 849,  also  a  resident  of  Cuba. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  the 
Rev.  Marion  F.,  and  M.iry  Havermale:  Clara  A.i 
born  December26,  1856;  Percy  W.,  April  25,  1859, 
Charley  M.,  September  10,  1864;  Mattie  D.,  Sep- 
tember 24,  1868;  Jassie  M.,  May  27,  1873.  Clara 
A.,  died  December  30. 1862. 


f 


ACOB  S.  DOWNIN.  Among  all  classes  and 
in  every  condition  of  life  -.vhere  the  struggle 
for  a  livelihood  is  going  on  there  must,  per-  . 
'/  force,  be  numerous  trials  and  hardships  to 
overcome  before  the  ladder  of  fame  and  financial 
success  is  climbed.  The  early  years  of  our  subject 
were  marked  with  serious  disadvantages,  and  his 
success  is  therefore  a  compliment  to  his  own  exer- 
tions and  ability.  His  life  h.as  undoubtedly  veri- 
fied the  adage,  "  a  bad  l)eginning  makes  a  good 
ending,"  since  he  is  at  the  present  writing  a  retired 
gentleman,  and  mixes  no  longer  in  the  busy  din  of 
the  commercial  world. 

Mr.  Downin's  birth  occurred  February  19,  1816. 
in  Washington  County,  Md.,  about  sixty-five  miles 
from  Washington,  D.  C,  and  within  three  miles 
of  Hagerstown.  While  he  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  district  he,  in  reality,  educated  him- 
self, studying  the  higher  branches  at  home  after 
working  hours.  His  father  died  in  182G  and  his 
mother  two  years  later,  leaving  him  an  orphan  at 


748 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


the  tender  age  of  twelve  years.  He  then  went  to 
live  with  Daniel  Zellor,  who  took  charge  of  him  up 
to  his  seventeenth  year.  He  had  previously  lived 
on  a  farm,  but  then  was  employed  as  clerk  by  Col. 
Weaver,  contractor  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Canal,  in  the  State  of  Maryland.  He  held  this 
position  for  seven  years,  and  so  satisfactory  was 
his  work  that  he  was  offered  a  partnership,  but  be- 
cause of  his  youth  declined  the  same. 

Our  subject  was  married  about  this  time  to  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Kreigb,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Kreigh, 
and  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  one  of  great  wealth,  and  of 
German  descent.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Down  in 
was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  of  his  native  county, 
but  not  liking  that  position,  came  west  in  the  spring 
of  1841,  and  after  investigating  several  other  loca- 
tions, came  to  Illinois  and  purchased  land  in  Fair- 
view,  where  he  made  a  considerable  fortune  in 
buying  and  selling  real  estate  and  now  owns  valu- 
able property  in  that  place.  He  served  as  Super- 
visor of  the  Township  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years,  and  was  School  Treasurer. 

Our  subject  came  to  Parmiiigton  in  1S79,  and 
has  continued  to  make  this  his  home.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1873,  leaving  six  children  living  viz:  Eliza 
Jane,  James  W..  Thomas  K.,  Angeline  M.,  Joseph 
v.,  and  Lillie;  those  deceased  are  Nelson,  Juliette 
and  I^mma.  His  second  marriage  was  with  Mrs. 
Heaton,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Kellogg) 
Kennedy.  Mrs.  Downin  is  an  own  cousin  of  Pitt 
Kellogg,  and  was  born  in  Peoria.  She  was  pre- 
viously married  to  Adclphia  Heaton,  son  of  Morgan 
Heaton,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Farmington. 
To  them  was  born  one  son,  Fred  A.  Heaton,  a 
promising  3'oung  hardware  man  in  Prairie  City, 
Iowa,  who  married  Miss  Hannah  Adams  of  tliat 
city. 

Mr.  Downin's  father.  .loiin  Downin,  was  born  in 
England,  and  came  to  America  when  a  boy.  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  mother, 
who  previous  to  her  marriage  was  Catherine  Stager, 
w;is  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  only  child 
of  her  parents.  Her  father  being  a  brilliant  man, 
she  received  an  excellent  education,  and  was  quite 
a  linguist.  Mr.  Downin's  parents  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, viz:  John,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Catherine.  Sarah, 


David,  William,  Margaret,  Susan,  Samuel  S.,  and 
Jacob,  all  of  whom  are  dead  except  Samuel  S.,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  merits  great 
praise  for  his  industry,  and  for  the  unusual  ability 
he  evinced  in  mastering  some  of  the  most  difficult 
studies  without  any  aid  whatever.  Few  men  in  any 
community  ever  deserved  or  received  higher  esteem 
or  more  genuine  friendship  than  has  Mr.  Downin. 
He  has  been  from  youth  an  active  and  steadfast 
Democrat. 

IMOTHY  F.  HAMBLIN,  one  of  the  well- 
known  business  men  of  Lewistown,  was  born 
in  Portland,  Me.,  coming  of  an  old  New 
England  family.  His  father,  Jacob  Hamblin,  was  a 
native  of  Gorham,  Cumberland  County.  Me.,  which 
at  the  time  of  his  birth  formed  a  part  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  was  a  son  of  Gersham  Hamblin,  who  is 
supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  the  same  local- 
ity and  to  be  derived  from  a  Scotch  ancestry,  he 
;  being  a  descendant  of  one  of  three  brothers,  who 
I  canie  from  their  native  Scotland  to  tliis  countrv  in 
-early  Colonial  days. 

The  father  of  our  subject  began  life  as  a  sailor 
when  quite  j'oung  and  folldwed  the  sea  in  the  mer- 
chant service  till  thirty  years  of  age.  Ho  then  lo- 
cated in  Gorham  and  for  a  time  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  that  place.  lie  afterwards  removed  to 
Limington,  York  County,  whore  he  carried  on  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  till  his  death. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Jane   Small  and  she  was  also  a  native  of  York 
!    County,  Me.,  and  there  slie  spent   her  entire   life. 
I    Her  marriage  was  productive  of  the  following  ten 
1    children :  Joshua  and  Leonard  deceased  ;  Emily, wife 
of   Henr^r   Lord,   and   a  resident  of    Lovell,  Me.; 
I   Jacob,   a  resident  of  North  Adams,  Mass.;  John, 
wlio  lives  in  Bangor.  Me.;  Samuel,  deceased;  Tim- 
othy, who  was  drowned  when  six  3'ears  old;  Mary 
Jane,  deceased,  and  James,  a  resident  of  Galesburg. 
The  subject   of    this   sketch  was    the  youngest 
child  of  the   family  and   he    was   reared   amid  the 
pleasant  scenes  of  his  native  Slate  and  received  an 
excellent  educ.ntion   in    its    [lublic   schools.      When 
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sixteen  years  old,  tlie  manly,  enterprising  lad 
started  out  in  lift;  for  himself,  and  going  to  Port- 
liiii'i.  ap|)renlicod  himself  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner.  At  tiie  expiration  of  his 
tliree  years'  term  of  service  he  did  journey  work 
for  three  years.  In  1.S52  he  started  westward,  as 
lie  shrewdly  thought  that  in  a  newl}'  settled  country 
young  men  of  his  capacity  and  enterprise  would  be 
in  demand  and  could  make  money.  He  first  stopped 
at  Chicago,  which  was  then  a  comparitively  small 
place,  with  hut  little  indication  of  its  present  size 
and  importance  as  one  of  the  chief  commercial  cen- 
ters of  the  United  States.  A  few  months  later  he 
went  to  Clinton  in  DeWitt  County,  and  for  nearly 
two  years  was  engaged  at  his  trade  there.  He  then 
established  himself  in  the  lumber  business,  con- 
tinuing in  that  three  years. 

We  next  hear  of  our  subject  in  Galesburg,  where 
lie  was  actively  engaged  in  the  butchering  business, 
l)uying  and  shipping  stock.  In  1882,  he  came  to 
Lewistown  and  followed  butchering  and  buying 
and  selling  live  stock  for  five  years.  After  that  he 
became  interested  in  the  grocery-  business,  in  which 
he  has  been  very  successful,  building  up  a  good 
paying  trade,  and  placing  himself  among  the  solid 
men  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Hamblin  has  been  twice  married.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Mary  H.  Phares 
and  she  was  a  native  of  Ohio.  By  her  death  in 
1876  he  lost  a  wise  counselor  and  a  true  helpmate 
and  his  children  were  deprived  of  the  care  of  a 
good  mother.  His  second  marriage  was  with  JMiss 
Pearl  Jones,  a  native  of  Knox  County,  and  w.as 
solemnized  in  1879.  Their  pleasant  wedded  life 
has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
a  daughter,  whom  they  named  Blanche  Blaine.  Mr. 
Hamblin  had  three  children  by  his  first  marriage, 
as  follows:  Charles  Fremont,  a  manager  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at  Monmouth; 
Maynard  W., manager  of  the  same  company  at  Dav- 
enport luwa,  and  Lulu,  at  home  with    her  parents. 

Mr.  Hamblin  is  a  shrewd  wide-awake  man  of 
business  and  stands  well  in  financial  circles.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party  since 
its  organization  and  in  its  ranks  is  to  be  found  no 
Irnerormore  faithful  supporter  of  its  principles 
than   he.     While  in  Galesburg  he  was  very  promi- 


]  nont  in  the  public  life  of  the  city.  He  was  twice 
1  elected  Alderman  from  the  Fourth  Ward,  resign- 
j    ing  during  his  second  term  to  accept  the  position 

of  City  Marshal,  which  office   he  filled   with  credit 

and  to  the  good  of  the  municipality. 


|inj;|OBERT  BP:NNETT.  This  country  is  the 
jji?rf  home  of  many  Englishmen  who  have  come 
J'  \V  here  from  time  to  time  to  take  advantage  of 
^the  peculiarly  favorable  opportunities  of- 
fered for  accumulating  money,  and  few  have  won 
more  friends  or  been  more  suitcessful  than  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Lancashire, 
England,  in  the  parish  of  Ashton,  being  the  son  of 
George  and  Betty  (Robinson)  Bennett.  The  father 
was  born  in  England,  as  was  also  the  mother,  and 
to  them  were  born  ten  children,  seven  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  viz;  Robert,  William.  Lucy, 
Shakespeare,  Sarah  A.,  Horatio,  and  Eliza. 

Our  subject's  tiirth  occurred  July  10,  1824.  and 
he  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native  country;  as  his 
father  was  in  reduced  circumstances  he  attended 
day  school  a  little  before  the  age  of  ten  years  and 
then  went  to  night  school  afterward.  At  the  age 
of  ten  years  he  commenced  to  work  in  a  cotton 
mill,  working  twelve  hours  each  day.  and  at  the 
same  time  attending  night  school,  to  which  he  wsis 
compelled  to  walk  a  mile  and  a  half  after  his  long 
day's  woik.  He  continued  in  the  cotton  mills  and 
cotton  warehouses  until  he  was  twenty-two  years 
old,  at  which  time  he  started  in  the  tea  and  coffee 
business  on  a  small  scale,  and  was  also  engaged  in 
the  dry-goods  business  at  Ashton. 

The  subject    of    our    sketch    when    twenty-four 

years  of  age,  married  Miss  Jane  Clegg,  a  daughter 

of  Daniel  Clegg.  and  a  native  of  Lancashire,  Eng- 

j    land.     About  a  month  after  their  marriage  August 

21.  1848,  they  sailed  for  America,  leaving  the  port 

]   of  Liverpool  on  the  ship  "The  New  World"  which 

1    was  commanded  by  Capt.  Knight.     The}'  arrived 

in  New  York  on  September  21,   1848,  and    went 

immediately  to  \'alley  Falls.  R.  L,  where  he  worked 

at  his  trade  for  two  years.  Of  this  union  were  born 

three  children,  viz;    Leander  F„  George   S.    and 


roo 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


Bruce.  Leander,  wlio  mairieil  Miss  Sarali  Jacobus, 
lives  in  Knox  Conntj-,  and  lias  six  children.  George 
8.,  resides  in  Kansas  and  is  a  farmer  at  Northfield. 
Bruce  is  at  home.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

In  Rhode  Island  Mr.  Bennett  worked  longer 
hours  (thirteen  or  fourteen  per  Hay)  than  ever 
before.  The  close  confinement  and  change  of 
climate  was  a  severe  tax  upon  him,  and  realizing 
that  he  must  change  his  abode  or  lose  his  health 
permanently  he  determined  to  go  to  California. 
He  paid  out  -$!50  at  New  York  tor  a  ticket  to  San 
I'rancisco  and  started  on  his  long  journey,  leaving 
his  wife  in  Rhode  Island.  Arriving  in  California 
he  started  for  tiie  mines  in  Calaveras  County  and 
buying  a  pick  and  pan,  went  down  to  the  river, 
where  some  men  were  at  work  in  a  shaft.  He  put 
on  the  red  shirt,  the  usual  habiliment  of  the  miner, 
and  inquired  for  work.  Soon  the  proprietor  came 
around  and  asked  him  if  he  understood  "cay'  oot- 
ing."  He  replied  that  ho  guessed  he  did,  and  was 
immediately  set  to  work  in  the  mine. 

When  evening  came,  the  '•  boss"  came  around, 
paid  him  $5  for  the  day's  work,  and  asked  him  to 
come  again  the  next  day.  He  continued  to  work 
in  this  shaft  some  time.  Everything  was  new  and 
was  worked  with  an  eye  to  the  profits  alone.  ,  The 
mine  not  being  properly  timbered,  accidents  by  the 
caving  in  of  the  earth  were  of  daily  occurrence. 
One  day  while  they  were  gone  to  dinner  a  big  rock 
fell  in  and  completely  stopped  the  passage  way  to 
the  mine,  and  thus  ended  operations  at  that  place. 
A  few  days  later  at  a  public  place  he  fell  in  with  a 
man  who  offered  him  880  and  board  to  go  with 
liim.  He  accepted  and  after  working  for  hira  some 
time,  conceived  the  idea  of  forming  a  mining  com- 
pany on  the  Calaveras  River.  They  took  up  a 
claim  which  proved  very  valuable,  realizing  a  profit 
which  ranged  from  110  to  %!80  per  hand  weekly. 
The  water  failing,  tiiey  took  uii  another  claim  and 
continued  it  for  four  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1856  our  subject  came  home, 
more  than  -?i3,000  ahead.  Ever  since  boyhood, 
when  he  read  of  the  wild  horses  of  Illinois,  he  had 
liis  mind  made  up  that  he  wanted  to  be  in  the 
meadows,  open  fields,  and  about  the  horses  and 
cattle  of  Illinois,  in  other  words  that  he  wanted  tp 


be  a  fnrmer.  He  now  resolved  to  remove  West, 
and  starting  from  his  Eastern  home,  arrived  here 
about  September,  1856.  He  immediately  purchased 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  fint?  land,  later,  in 
1868,  buying  eight}-  acres  more.  Not  only  was  he 
prospered  financially,  but  his  health  was  greatly 
improved  and  he  became  quite  rugged  and  strong. 
He  became  naturalized  in  California  and  has  voted 
for  Pierce,  John  C.  Fremont,  Lincoln,  Grant,  Hayes, 
Garfield,  Blaine  and  Harrison. 

In  addition  to  his  possessions  here,  Mr.  Bennett 
owns  fourteen  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  land 
in  Clay  County,  Tex.,  which  is  rapidly  increasing 
in  value.  In  1884  he  made  a  trip  back  to  England 
and  noted  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  the  improve- 
ments in  that  country.  He  noticed  that  England 
was  greatly  improved  as  a  manufacturing  country 
and  saw  more  beauty  in  his  native  land  than  he 
ever  noticed  before.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above 
that  he  has  an  extensive  and  varied  history,  and 
through  judicious  investments  he  has  become 
wealthy,  although  he  started  in  life  very  poor. 


ILLIAM  TURL  is  a  prominent  citizen  and 
a  leading  Democrat  of  Orion  Township, 
where  he  is  prosperously  conducting  agri- 
culture on  a  good-sized,  well-managed  farm,  pleas- 
antly located  on  the  northeastern  part  of  section  18. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ann  Turl,  of 
Devonshire,  England,  the  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  being  Wilson,  and  her  marriage  with  his 
father  took  place  in  1826.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  was  also  named  James, 
was  likewise  married  to  a  Miss  Mar}'  Ann  Wilson, 
who  lived  to  the  extraordinary  age  of  one  hundred 
and  one  3'ears. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to 
America  with  his  family  in  1852,  sailing  from 
Plymouth,  England,  and  encountering  severe 
storms  and  icebergs  in  mid  ocean.  England  was 
the  birthplace  of  his  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  recorded:  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  is  the 
wife  of  Edward  Purchase,  of  this  township;  Mary 
Ann,  the  second  daughter,  married  Charles  Hubble, 
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and  resides  in  Canton;  James,  the  third  child,  was 
m&rried  to  Jane  McCreary,  and  lives  in  Peoria. 

William  Turl,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
inairied  in  1864  to  Malissa  (Vance)  Moore,  and 
they  have  two  children,  the  eldest  a  daughter 
named  Lillie,  aged  nineteen,  and  one  son  named 
Ike,  aged  thirteen  years,  and  both  reside  with  their 
parents  on  the  old  ^'ance  homestead. 

Jlrs.  Turl  is  in  every  respect  a  line  woman  and 
worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  she  is  held.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  a  pioneer  family.  Her  parents, 
Oeorgeand  Susan  ^'ance,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Massachusetts  respectively,  and  to  them 
were  boru  nine  children.  In  1840  the  Vance  fam- 
ily came  to  Illinois,  .arriving  here  June  10,  and 
built  the  substantial  log  dwelling  house  in  which 
our  subject  and  bis  famil}'  now  live. 

Mr.  Turl  has  been  quite  successful  in  his  farm- 
ing operations,  and  owns  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in 
the  township.  He  has  it  supplied  with  excellent 
machinerj'  for  carrying  on  his  operations  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  from  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil  -derives  an  excellent  income,  and  in  his  cozy 
home  he  and  his  family  enjoy  the  substantial  com- 
forts of  life.  Our  subject  is  a  genial  gentleman, 
and  his  pleasant  social  qualities  make  him  a  general 
favorite,  while  his  ability  gives  him  a  prominent 
part  in  the  management  of  local  affairs.  He  is  a 
leader  in  politics,  and  has  frequentlj'  been  elected 
to  public  positions  in  Orion  Township,  and  has  held 
the  offices  of  Collector,  School  Director  and  Trus- 
tee, with  credit  to  himself  and  witii  benefit  to  the 
community. 


B-- 


^!^EORGE  C.  COOPER,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
III  (^— ,  Fulton  County,  now  makes  his  home  on  sec- 
^^Jijj  tion  23,  Pleasant  Township,  and  has  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  throughout  this 
section  of  the  country.  His  birth  occurred  on  the 
1st  of  September,  181S,  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  and  he  is  the  son  of  George  and  Nancy  (Bond) 
Cooper, natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Cooper  fam- 
ily is  an  old   and   aristocratic  one,  and   numbered 


among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Washington  County, 
near  the  Monongahela  River. 

()ur  subject  is  the  third  son  in  his  father's  fam- 
ily, and  removed  wiih  his  parents  to  Wiiyne  County, 
Ohio,  settling  about  six  miles  northe.ast  of  Woos- 
ter.  When  twelve  years  of  age  our  subject's  |)ar- 
enls  removed  with  their  family  to  Holmes  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  they  died.  Mr.  Cooper  received 
his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  having  been  deprived  b^'  death 
of  his  father  when  only  fourtcjfn  years  old.  he  was 
naturally  forced  to  commence  taking  care  of  him- 
self at  a  very  early  .age,  and  it  also  fell  to  him  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm  and  look  after  the  family. 
This  responsibility  soon  developed  his  talent  for 
money-making,  and  taught  iiim  splendid  lessons  in 
perseverance  and  self-denial.  When  twenty-one 
years  old  he  sustained  the  sad  loss  of  his  mother. 
Mr.  Cooper  came  to  Fulton  County  In  1848,  and 
being  in  poor  financial  circumstances,  he  worked 
at  what  he  could  find,  and  at  the  same  time  rented 
a  farm  and  carried  on  that  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried July  3,  1851,  to  Miss  Sarah  Beadles,  who  was 
born  in  Fulton  County,  February  24,  1833,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Rice  and  Polly  (Warren)  Beadles, 
both  natives  of  Virginia.  Her  parents  came  to 
Fulton  County  from  the  Blue  Grass  State  in  1830, 
settling  first  in  Bernadottc  Township,  and  after- 
ward moving  to  Pleasant  Township. 

The  mother  died  here  in  1852,  and  the  father  af- 
terward removed  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  where  he 
died  in  1878.  To  them  were  born  twelve  children, 
the  following  of  whom  are  living:  .Sarah,  (Mrs. 
Cooper);  Lewis;  William  W.,  who  lives  at  Table 
Grove,  111.;  James  lives  in  Missouri;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  John  Adams,  .and  lives  in  Kansas;  America 
is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Ilutton,  and  resides  in  Ber- 
nadottc Township;  Margaret,  who  married  James 
Jordan,  lives  in  Kansas.  By  the  father's  second 
marriage  one  child  was  born.  Berry  D.,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Missouri. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present 
writing,  viz:  Nanc}'  J.,  wife  of  .Soren  Knowies,  of 
Missouri;  Lucinda,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
Shawgo,  lives  in  Fulton  County;  Corwin,  of  this 
pliice;  Sarah  E..  (icorge;    Lucy,  wife  of  Andrew 
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Shawgo-  makes  her  home  in  Peoria;  Margaret,  and 
Amma.  After  his  marriage  our  suhject  settled  in 
Woodland  Township,  near  the  present  site  of  Suni- 
mnm  Village,  and  in  the  fall  of  1857  located  in 
Pleasant  Township  on  his  present  farm.  He  owns 
five  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
is  generally  conceded  to  be  a  model  farmer.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party. 
Hoiii  he  and  his  worthy  wife  as  old  age  comes 
cre<?ping  on  apace,  are  enjoying  the  consciousness 
of  years  well  and  profitalily  spent,  and  surrounded 
by  loving  children  and  warm  personal  friends  are 
going  down  the  declining  pathway  of  life  gracefully 
and  peacefully. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  will  be  noticed  a 
lithographic  portrait  of  Jlr.  Cooper. 


,^5^TKPIIKN  K.  DIKEMAN.  How  pleasant 
^^^  aftt  r  a  long  life  well  and  prosperously 
lll/_ll)  spent  it  is  to  look  back  over  the  vista  of 
years  that  intervene  between  old  age  and 
childhood,  and  in  memory  live  again  the  triumphs 
and  joys.  Above  all,  how  enjoyable  it  is  to  possess 
the  consciousness  of  having  benefited  both  one's  self 
and  others  in  the  struggle  essential  to  the  busy 
commercial  world.  Mr.  Dikeman  is  conceded  to  be 
one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  Fulton  County,  which 
is  noted  for  its  prominent  and  well  to-do  citizens. 
He  has  always  been  singularly  successful  in  money- 
making,  and  has  through  his  own  exertions  attained 
success,  since  he  commenced  life  with  nothing  but 
a  bright  mind,  willing  hands  and  a  great  deal  of 
ambition. 

The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  has  been  truly 
his  helpmate  in  pursuing  the  course  of  life,  having 
by  her  industry  and  frugality  helped  him  save 
money  for  larger  investments  as  the  years  passed 
b}'.  He  laid  out  the  land  upon  which  the  village 
of  Middle  Grove  was  built,  and  owns  several  dwell- 
ings and  store  houses  there.  A  native  of  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  May  16,  1824,  to  Gil- 
son  and  Parnel  (Tuttle)  Dikeman,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut.   They  were  married  in  the  town  of  Fenner 


I    (no.v  called  Cazenovia)   iNIadison    County,    N.    Y. 

I  The  father  was  in  the  saddle  and  harness  business, 
and  previous  to  his  death  owned  at  one  time  some 
valuable  land  in  New  York,  hut  lost  much  of  his 
property.  He  came  to  Fulton  County  in  1844,  set- 
tling on  section  15,  Fairview 'i'ownship,  which  for 
many  years  was  known  as  the  Dikeman  homestead. 

I  The  father  succeeded  fairly  well  in  business  and 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Supervisor  for  a 
period  of  nine  years.  He  died  when  eight3'-six 
years  of  age;  the  mother  when  in  her  sevent3'-third 
year.     Twelve  children  were  born  to  them,  ten  of 

I    whom  reached    maturity,    viz:     Alvira.    William, 

I    Hannah,     Elizabeth,    Cornelius,     Harriet,    Hiram, 

j  Dighton,  Stephen  E.,  and  Henry.  Only  three  are 
now  living:  Hannah,  Henry  and  our  subject.  The 
latter  when  a  year  old  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Oswego  County,  where  he  continued  to  live  up  to 
his  nineteenth  year.     His    educational   advantages 

j  were  poor,  and  at  an  early  age  he  worked  on  a  farm. 
When  only  eighteen  years  old  he  bound  himself 
out  to  a  carpenter  in  order  to  learn  that  trade,  and 
this  man,  D.  W.  Sherman,  coming  west  to  Chicigo 
in  the  fall  of  1843,  our  subject  naturally  came  with 
him. 

After  three  years  in  that  city,  Mr.  Dikeman  came 

i  to  Fulton  County,  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  he  married  Miss  >Susan  Lindzey 
in  1852.  She  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Dix)    Lindzey, 

I  both  natives  of  England  and  married  in  that  coun- 
trj'.  Her  father  was  a  painter  hy  trade,  working  fur 
a  time  in  the  cotton  mills  in  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  and  removing  to  the  vicinity  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained  five  years. 
In  the  f,all  of  1850  he  brought  his  family  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  coming  via  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buf- 
falo, thence  by  the  lakes  to  Chicago,  and  ficmi  llitro 
by  the  Illinois  Canal  to  Illinois  River,  landing  at 
(Copperas  Creek. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Dikeman 
lived  one  year  with  his  parents,  then  removed  to  a 
portion  of  his  present  homestead.  He  owned  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  before  his  mar- 
liage,  and  subsequent  industry  has  greatly  increased 
his  possessions.  He  has  shipped  hundreds  of  loads 
I   of  stock  to  Chicago  and  Peoria,  and  has    hauled 
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wheat  from  here  to  Chicago,  selling  it  for  sixty-six 
cents  per  bushel,  and  taking  merchandise  back  to 
Peoria  at  seventy-live  cents  i)or  hunclred  weight. 
Mr.  Dikeman  is  a  Repulilican  and  was  numbered 
among  the  men  who  suffered  a  "rotten  egging"  on 
account  of  being  a  Whig  and  his  Abolitionist  pro- 
clivities. 

The  following  is  a  leeord  of  liie  seven  cl)ildren 
born  to  Mr.  and  AIis.  Dikeman:  Charles  E.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Cyrus  M.; 
P>ank,  who  died  when  three  years  old ;  Plora, 
(ieorge,  Ambrose  and  Lindzey.  Cyrus  M.  married 
Addie  Turner,  and  they  have  two  children,  Lee 
and  Charles;  their  home  is  in  Knox  County.  Flora 
is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Green,  a  prosperous  farmer 
in  Farniington  Township,  and  they  liave  two  chil- 
dren, May  and  Susan.  George  is  a  clothing  mer- 
chant at  Elmwood,  being  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Wilson  &  Dikeman.  Ambrose  and  Lindzey  are  still 
at  home.  Mr.  Dikeman  takes  great  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters  and  has  served  as  School  Director; 
also  as  Roadmaster  and  on  jurv  duty.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  look  back  upon  their  life  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  for  by  un- 
tiring effort  they  have  accumulated  a  competency 
for  their  declining  years  and  prepared  their  chil- 
dren for  useful  and  honorable  careers. 


iU^  ENRV  MERRILL.  Prominent  among  the 
ITjj  pioneer  citizens  of  Fulton  County  is  this 
'^^  gentleman,  who,  although  now  past  four- 
((£))  score  years  of  age,  is  remarkably  well  pre- 
served and  active.  lie  has  been  inseparably  asso- 
ciated with  tiic  business  and  political  history  of 
Farmington  Township,  and,  now  in  the  evening  of 
his  life,  rests  from  his  more  arduous  duties,  with 
the  consciousness  of  a  life  well  spent.  His  frontier 
-existence  was  cheered  by  the  presence  and  aid  of 
his  wife,  a  most  estimable  lady,  and  one  whose 
worth  is  appreciated  throughout  the  community. 
Mr.  Merrill  is  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  February  10,  1810. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Asa    and   Penelope 
(Dalaby)  Merrill,  were  natives  of  Sinisbury,  Conn,, 


and  were  married  in  1805.  Of  their  union  were 
born  seven  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
James  D.  practiced  law  sixty-three  years,  and  died 
in  East  Troy,  Wis.  He  was  at  one  time  Postmaster 
of  Milwaukee.  Alonzo  was  a  farmer  and  merciiant. 
aiid  died  when  sixty  years  old.  Henry,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  order  of  birth.  Sarah  M.,  the 
widow  of  Amos  Hewitt,  who  was  a  resident  of 
Marshall,  Mich.,  is  now  seventy-eight  years  old. 
Hamilton  Wilcox  graduated  from  West  Point,  and 
served  in  the  Florida  War  and  in  the  Mexican  War 
under  Gen.  Scott.  He  is  usually  known  as  Maj. 
Merrill  and  resides  in  New  York  City.  Nelson  is 
a  famous  attorney -at-Iaw  in  New  York  City,  and 
his  reputation  has  extended  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  city.  Alzina  married  Henry  Hewitt,  a  law- 
yer,  and  died  when  twenty-six  years  old. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  the  father  was 
married  a  second  time  to  Celina  Prindle,  who  bore 
him  five  children,  and  for  his  third  wife  he  was 
joined  in  marriage  with  Charlotte  Wiggins.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  an  own  sister  of  M.aj. 
Dalaby,  who  had  charge  of  the  arsenal  in  Detroit, 
holding  his  position  under  Gen.  Hull.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  he  is  descended  from  worthy  and  pa- 
triotic ancestry,  while  the  high  reputation  gained 
by  his  forefathers  is  well  sustained  by  our  subject 
and  his  relatives.  (_)ur  subject  was  brought  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  childhood,  and  grew  to 
man's  estate  upon  a  farm.  He  was  rocked  in  a 
hollow  basswood  log  cradle,  and  in  his  father's 
house  there  was  not  a  solitary  nail,  it  being  covered 
with  elm  bark.  The  schools  were  very  common 
and  educational  advantages  poor  indeed,  but  our 
subject  attended  school  in  the  first  schoolhouse 
built  in  Byron  Township,  where  in  company  with 
the  otiier  boys  he  received  only  a  limited  education. 

Mr.  Merrill  married  Miss  Almyra  Jenison  in 
1831 ;  but  she  died  one  year  after  marriage,  leaving 
one  child,  Almyra,  who  now  resides  in  Eagle,  Mich. 
He  was  married  the  second  time  November  2'J,  1832, 
to  Miss  Delilah  Rose,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Rachel  Rose.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Sara- 
toga and  Westchester  Counties.  N.  Y.  and  came 
west  in  1835,  settling  in  Farmington  Township. 
They  had  eleven  children  :  viz..  Alpena  R.,  Martin, 
!    Luther,  Hiram.    Solomon.    Minerva,    Hannah,    Lu- 
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cind.i,  who  died  when  one  and  one-iialf  years  old; 
Delilah,  Priiella,  and  Kiinlce.  Mrs.  Merrill  was 
1)01-11  in  Atiistcrdam.  Monlgoraory  County,  N.  Y., 
.Iiine  4,  l,Slli. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  viz:  Clara  M.,  Eiipliemia  R.,  Sarah  Al- 
zina,  James.  Asa  H.,  and  Nelson  D.  Clara  M. 
married  Riley  Harwood,  became  the  mother  of  five 
children  and  after  his  death  married  Emery  Ed- 
wards, a  resident  of  Wyoming,  111.  F^uphemia 
lives  in  Middle  Grove,  and  is  the  widow  of  George 
H.  Wright;  they  had  three  children.  Sarah  A. 
married  M.  H.  Leonard  and  they  live  in  Rantoul, 
III.,  and  have  five  children.  James  died  in  infancy. 
Asa  H.,  who  lives,  in  (Jmaha,  Neb.,  is  connected 
with  the  I'nion  Stockyards  and  married  Almyra 
Jones;  they  have  six  children.  Nelson  D.  married 
Anna  Leaverton  and  they  have  two  children.  Their 
home  is  in  Creston,  Iowa. 

Besides  their  own  children  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill 
took  Into  their  home  and  gave  loving  care  to  a 
little  girl  named  Nettie  SImms,  who  married  Frank 
Parish  and  after  his  death  was  united  in  the  hoi}' 
bonds  of  wedlock  with  James  Broherd.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  had  two  children,  when  they  left 
New  York  September  15,  1838.  They  took  with 
them  a  team  of  horses  and  a  wagon,  which  they 
put  ou  hoard  a  steamer.  When  they  came  to  To- 
ledo they  saw  the  first  train  of  cars  they  had  ever 
beheld.  Thence  they  drove  on  the  Chicago  turn- 
[)ikc  to  Chicago  and  from  there  to  Fulton  County. 
Here  he  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Fairview  Township,  cultivating  and  embel- 
lishing it  with  substantial  buildings.  On  this  pleas- 
ant homestead  he  lived  forty-four  years,  until  he 
retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to  Farming- 
ton  in  1882. 

Mr.  Merrill  commenced  life  under  great  disad- 
vantages, but  by  means  of  undaunted  energy  and 
great  courage  has  reached  a  high  position  both  in 
social  and  mercantile  circles.  Though  eighty  j^ears 
of  age  he  is  still  active  and  healthy,  indeed  a  most 
remarkably  strong  man,  both  pli^'sically  and  men- 
tally. This  fact  may  in  a  great  measure  be  attrib- 
uted to  his  strict  morality,  since  at  no  time  in  his 
life  has  he  indulged  in  either  intoxicating  drinks  or 
the  use  of  tobacco.     His  children  and   grand-chil- 


dren are  very  handsome  and  the  entire  family  is 
now  in  exceedingly  prosperous  circumstances.  Mrs. 
Merrill  is  entitled  tc  a  vast  amount  of  praise,  not 
only  for  her  charming  manners  and  excellent  judg- 
ment, but  also  for  her  good  management  of  home 
and  children.  It  would  bea  dittienlt  matter  to  Hiid 
a  happier  or  more  highly  esteemed  couple  than  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Merrill.  They  ai-e  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  take  great  interest  in  religious 
matters.  He  has  served  as  School  Director  for 
several  years,  and  was  Postmaster  at  Middle  Grove 
for  thirteen  years,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Repu'rdicnn  party. 


-Vr  LOX/O  (;.  BEATY.  Among  the  men 
Q/  I     who   are  cultivating  a  portion  of  the  soil 

i/l  il)  of  Lee  Township  to  good  advantage  is  the 
^^  above  named  gentleman,  whose  home  is  on 

sectioHj  19.  His  farm  consists  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  has  improved  in  raan^'  ways  since  he  be- 
came its  owner,  building  a  barn  and  other  struc- 
tures that  he  considered  needful.  He  has  lived  in 
this  county  since  infancy  and  belongs  to  a  family- 
well  represented  here,  having  five  brothers  and  two 
sisters  within  its  limits.  These  are  Leander,  Or- 
lando, Robert,  Andrew,  Isaac,  Marian  and  Dorcas, 
the  latter  the  wife  of  Isaac  Camp. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  liorn  in  \ii-ginia 
and  the  mother,  formerly  Fanny  Alfurd,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut.  This  couple  were  married  in 
Ohio,  whence  they  came  to  this  county  in  1849, 
locating  in  Woodland  Township.  Mrs.  Beaty 
passed  away  in  1867,  while  her  husband  survived 
untd  1888,  atlaining  to  a  ripe  old  age.  The  good 
couple  had  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  two  of  the 
latter  being  now  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biography  was  born  in 
Ohio,  September  22,  1848,  and  was  therefore  but  a 
year  old  when  brought  to  Central  Illinois.  He 
obtained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
AVoodland  Township  and  under  the  home  care  of 
his  parents  acquired  much  knowledge  not  to  be  ob- 
tained in  the  schoolroom.  He  continued  to  make 
his   home    under   the   parental   roof    until    he    was 
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twenty-four  years  old  when  he  started  out  in  the 
world  for  liimself,  engaging  in  farming.  After  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  a  few  years  later,  he  set- 
tled in  Pleasant  Township  but  sojourned  only  a  few 
years  ere  buying  and  removing  to  the  farm  he  now 
occupies. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Beaty  was  iinown  in  her  girl- 
liood  as  Susan  E.  Hendee.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
county,  in  which  the  family  of  which  she  is  a  mem- 
Der  is  well  represented.  Her  natal  day  was  Janu- 
ary "20  1851,  and  her  marriage  w.as  celebrated 
A|)ril  25,  1878.  Her  father  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut and  her  motlier  in  Kentucky,  but  the}'  became 
man  and  wife  in  this  county,  to  which  they  had 
accom[)anicd  their  respective  parents  sometime  be- 
fore. The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hendee  consists 
of  eigiit  daughters  ,and  three  sons,  all  still  living 
but  one  daughter.  Besides  the  wife  of  our  subject 
there  are  Mary  J.,  Laura  E.,  Stephen  A.,  Hester  A., 
Warren  [)..  Martha  L.  Joseph  W..  Alice  A..  Emma 
L..  and  Sarah  R. 

Mrs.  Beaty  is  tlie  third  child  and  daughter  of  iier 
parents,  who  bestowed  upon  her  good  advantages 
in  the  way  of  education  and  iiome  care.  She  h.as 
l)eeome  the  mother  of  three  children,  sons,  in  whose 
childish  graces  and  growing  intelligence  the  parents 
take  great  delight.  They  are  Earl  H.,  born  August 
5, 1881 ;  Chester  A.,  May  15,  1883,  and  Joseph  W., 
May  28,  1887.  Mrs.  Beaty  belongs  totha  Ciiristian 
Church,  being  identified  with  the  congregation  at 
Lewistown.  Mr.  Beaty  is  not  an  active  politician 
but  generally-  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 


-Js-^^: 


ILLIAM  SMITH.  The  farming  interests 
j'fl  of  Bernadotte  Township  are  ably  repre- 
''^1  sentcd  by  this  gentleman,  whose  practical- 
ity, sagacity  and  thrift  have  brought  him  to  the 
front  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
Marcli  G,  1827.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of 
tlie  Keystone  State.  He  came  to  Ohio  with  his 
|)arents  wlien  two  years  old.  In  1837  he  came  to 
Effingham  County.  III.,  and  cast  in  his  lot  wilii  its 
pioneers,  remaining  there  until  1839.     He  then  re- 


turned eastward  as  far  as  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1852.  In  that  year 
he  came  again  to  Illinois,  and  this  time  settled  in 
Fulton  County.  He  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  ^'ermont  Township,  which  he  rented  to  his 
brother-in-law.  James  Irwin,  while  he  went  to  work 
by  the  month  on  a  farm  the  ensuing  two  years.  He 
went  back  to  Ohio  in  1854  and  was  there  until  1858. 
Coming  to  Fulton  County  again  he  worked  by  the 
month  until  his  marriage.  October  21,  1860,  to  Ellen 
E.,  daughter  of  Dr.  G.  V.  and  Ellen  Hopkins,  who 
reside  in  Woodland  Township. 

Soon  after  marri.age  our  subject  rented  a  farm  of 
ninety  acres  in  Farmers  Township,  paying  cash  rent 
for  three  years.  The  first  year  he  paid  at  the  rate 
of  §3  an  acre;  the  second  year,  5*2.75  an  acre  and 
the  third  year^at  the  rale  of  ^2.50  an  acre.  In 
1863  he  bought  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  on 
section  34,  of  which  he  is  still  the  proprietor.  He 
has  disposed  of  a  part  of  it  and  now  has  a  valuable 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  si-xt3--three  acres,  all  un- 
der excellent  improvement  and  well  cultivated. 
There  is  a  good  set  of  buildings  on  the  place  and 
an  ample  supply  of  reapers,  mowers,  and  such  ma- 
chinery; he  has  a  first-class  Minneapolis  twine 
binder,  and  all  other  machines  necessary  for  carry- 
ing on  a  good  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  eiglit  are  living.  Their  record  is  as  follows: 
Margaret  O.,  born  July  17.  1861,  ra.arried  William 
Rowland  and  they  live  on  their  own  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  24.  Bernadotte  Township;  Mary 
Ann,  born  September  2,  1862,  died  in  infancy; 
Laura  E.,born  September  7,1863,  married  John  Row- 
land, Principal  of  the  Lewistown  Normal  School; 
Ph(vbe  A.,  born  October  30,  1865,  married  Henry 
Rowland,  and  they  live  in  Bernadotte  Township; 
Fiances  V.  born  February  28,  1868,  lives  at  home; 
William  and  Henry  (twins),  born  September  21, 
1870,  the  former  dying  February  4.  1873;  John 
D..  born  September  31.  1872;  Garret  B.,  July  10. 
1876;  Nellie  H.,  February  28,  1884;  the  Last  four 
are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  sterling  principles  and 
all  his  acts  are  guided  by  a  high  sense  of  honor 
and  unswerving  integrity.  He  is  a  true  Christian, 
thou"h  not  connected   with   any   church  organiza- 
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tioii.  and  is  well  liked  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  hiui.  lie  is  temperate  in  all  things,  has  pro- 
hibition tendencies,  is  very  much  opposed  to  to- 
bacco in  any  shape  or  form,  and  has  the  support  of 
his  good  wife  in  his  views.  He  has  given  his  town- 
ship faithful  service  as  School  Director. 


lft_^  ENRY  B.  GUSTINE,  an  enterprising  and 
[Tji  popular  young  pharmacist  of  Canton,  al- 
%J^  ready  occupies  an  honorable  position  in  the 
(^  business  world  of  his  native  county.  He 
was  born  in  Lewistown  August  II,  1864.  His  fa- 
ther. James  Gustine,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1834,  and 
was  the  son  of  John  Gustine,  who  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  settled  in  this 
county,  over  fifty  yer.rs  ago,  and  is  still  living 
here,  and  is  over  eighty  years  old.  His  wife,  who 
is  also  living,  was  Polly  Childers,  and  she  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  remembers  well  the  pioneer 
days  of  Fulton  County.  She  and  her  husband  have 
reared  a  large  family  of  thirteen  children.  They 
are  both  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  faculties, 
having  been  well  endowed  mentally  and  physically. 

James  Gustine  was  a  small  boy  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  this  county,  and  settled  in  the 
county  seat,  Lewistown,  where  he  was  reared  and 
married,  taking  as  his  wife  Mrs.  Deborah  Duvall, 
widow  of  William  llolchkiss.  Her  parents  died  in 
this  county  many  years  ago.  After  marriage  Mr. 
Gustine  settled  in  Lewistown  where  he  was  occu- 
pied as  a  carpenter  and  butcher  for  many  years. 
He  is  now  prosperously  engaged  in  shipping 
poultry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustine  are  the  parents  of 
four  children  of  whom  the  following  is  recorded: 
Edward  is  a  conductor  on  the  Fulton  County 
Narrow  Gauge  Railroad;  Sadie  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
R.  A.  Randall,  of  Lewistown;  Alta  B.  is  the  wife 
of  Loren  Freeman,  of  Lewistown;  and  Henry  B., 
our  subject.  By  her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Gus- 
tine had  one  daughter,  Mina,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Whitworth,  a  merchant  of  Victor,  Iowa. 

Henry  Gustine,  of  this  biographical  sketch,  was 
the  second  son  of  his  parents.    He  spent  his  school 


daj'S  in  Lewistown  where  he  was  given  excellent 
educational  advantages,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  entered  the  drug  store  of  Tompkins  <fe  Standaril, 
with  whom  he  remained  three  years  and  thoroughly 
learned  the  drug  business  in  all  its  details.  AVIien 
he  left  their  employ  he  went  to  Havana,  in  Mason 
County,  and  became  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  M. 
E.  Covington  for  three  years.  Afterwards  he  was 
with  Dr.  P.  L.  Dieffenbacher,  one  year.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1888,  he  came  to  Canton  and  clerked  for  P. 
C.  Ross  one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  James  Ross,  a  son 
of  Dr.  Ross,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ross  &  Gus- 
tine. and  they  conducted  business  together  about  a 
year.  Then  Mr.  Gustine  purchased  the  interest  of 
his  partner,  continuing  the  business  at  the  same 
stand,  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  square.  Here 
he  has  a  neat  and  commodious  drug  store,  complete 
in  all  its  appointments,  and  well  stocked  with  drugs, 
medicines,  toilet  articles,  and  all  things  to  l)e 
found  in  such  a  store.  Mr.  Gustine  pays  es|)ecial 
attention  to  the  compounding  of  jjrescriptions,  and 
he  is  conducting  here  a  good  and  well  paying  busi- 
ness. He  passed  the  examination  of  the  Illinois 
Board  of  Pharmaej^  and  is  registered. 
-  In  the  month  of  March,  1886,  he  was  niiuried  tO' 
Miss  Alvenia  Woeston,  of  Havana,  111.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  that; place  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  (Bush)  Woeston,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, and  early  settlers  of  Havana.  Mr.'and  Mrs. 
Gustine  have  one  son  living,  Clifton  C.  Their 
son  Charles  C.  died  in  infancy.  They  have  an  at- 
tractive home  at  No.  303  South  Main  Street.  Mr. 
Gustine  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen. 


RS.  MARY  ROWLANDSON,  wife  of  Rob- 
ert Rovvlandson,  of  Putman  Township,  is 
the  subject  of  the  present  sketch.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Murph3'  and  she 
was  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Jeannettc  (Fields) 
Murphy,  natives  of  Pennsjdvauia.  Her  parents 
were  married  in  Pennsylvania  and  made  that  State 
their  home  until  the  year  1819.  at  which  time  they 
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removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Richland  County,  nnd 
afterward  came  to  Illinois  in  1833,  locating  in  Cass 
Township.  The  father  died  in  1834,  and  the  mother 
in  1854.  To  them  had  been  born  twelve  children, 
of  whom  only  three  are  living  at  the  present  writing, 
vIk  :  Mrs.  Rowlandson,  Abraham  and  Jesse,  and  they 
liad  many  interesting  experiences  in  clearing  up 
the  land  and  cultivating  the  soil  upon  the  old  homc- 
stend. 

Our  subject  was  sixteen  years  old  at  the  time 
her  parents  came  to  this  place,  and  she  had  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  Ohio,  previous  to  llie 
removal  from  that  State.  On  January  16,  1834.  she 
married  David  S.  Baughman,son  of  Henry  Baugh- 
man,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Cass 
Township.  After  their  marriage  tiiey  settled  on 
section  31,  in  Putraan  Township,  where  the  land 
was  in  an  uncultivated  state,  and  they  endured 
many  hardships  and  deprivations  while  preparing  a 
home;  indeed,  they  lived  in  a  rail  pen  for  one 
entire  summer  while  they  were  building  a  log-cabin, 
and  had  on'y  -S40  with  which  to  furnish  a  house. 
Mr.  Baughman  was  delicate,  and  consequently  was 
unable  to  manage  their  business  affairs,  and  this  re- 
sponsibility fell  to  his  wife.  She,  however,  was  equal 
to  the  emergency,  being  a  woman  of  great  strengtii 
of  character  and  unusual  judgment.  She  worked 
faithfully,  both  in  the  house  and  out  on  the  estate, 
and  seems  to  possess  a  marvelous  amount  of  strength 
and  force  of  character.  Her  occupations  were 
liiimerous  and  varied  ;  she  did  weaving  with  a  hand- 
loom,  they  raised  flax,  imlled  it,  spun  it,  and  wove 
it  into  cloth.  Such  activity  and  enterprise  could 
not  fail  i()  reach  a  good  result  and  prosperity 
gradually  came  to  them,  although  it  seemed  slow 
during  the  days  of  ceaseless  toil. 

Mrs.  Rowlandson  distinctly  recalls  the  appear- 
;ince  of  that  county  at  that  date.  It  was  new  and 
[lad  only  a  small  population,  there  being  one  house 
between  their  home  and  Lewistown.  The  Indians 
had  only  been  driven  away  the  year  before,  and  the 
surroundings  were  very  wild  about  the  little  log- 
cabin  in  which   the  family  lived. 

Jlr.  Bauglimam  died  March  23,  1852.  Iiavii>g 
reached  his  foriietli  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  viz:  Emeline,  wife  of  John  McMaug, 
who  lives  in  Oregon  and  has  eleven  children;  Jesse, 


Thomas,  and   David  M.,  decensed ;   Hannah   is  the 
wife  of  Perry  Murphy,  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Mar- 
garet, widow  of  Julius  Cromwell.  David  M.  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Regiment  as 
a  private  soldier  in   the  year  1801,  and  w.as  killed 
June  27,   1864,  after   serving!  faithfully    through 
nearly    three  years,    and    suffering    greatly    from 
sickness.     His  death  occurred  at  Pickets  Mill,  Ga. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  married!  'ler  present 
husband,    Robert     Rowlandson,    in     May,    1860. 
He  is   a  son  of   George   and    Sarah    (Blackburn) 
Rowlandson,  both  of  whom  were   English  by  birth 
and  education.     Mr.  Rowlandson  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1821   and  emigrated   to  America  in   1851, 
I    locating  at  first  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.     He  afterwards 
moved   to   Chicago,    and    in    1855    settleil  in   this 
county,  where  he  has  resided  up  to  the  present  date. 
'   Since  their  marriage  they  have  resided  on  the  farm 
I    Mrs.  Rowlandson  owns,  and  where  she  has  lived  for 
I   over   fifty  years.     This   estate   embraces   seventy 
j   acres  and  is  now  in  a  splendid  slate  of  cultivation. 
Mr.    and    Mrs.     Rowlandson    enjoy    good    health. 
They  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  have 
I   retired  from  business. 


MADISON  TUCKER.  How  often  it  seems 
that  the  younger  men  outstrip  their  elders 
in  the  race  for  commercial  and  political 
((^^,'  honors.  The  activity  and  energy  of  youth 
is  known  to  be  greater  than  in  after  life,  and  thus 
a  child  pro))erly  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and 
frugality  will  most  likely  win  success  quite  earl^^  in 
life.  Such  has  been  the  experience  of  J.  Madison 
Tucker,  whose  sketch  now  invites  attention  from 
the  re;ider. 

Mr.  Tucker  lirsl  made  his  appearance  in  this 
world  on  the  4th  of  May,  in  the  year  1846,  at 
the  homestead  of  his  grandfather  Lake.  He  spent 
his  childhood  and  youth  in  Karmington,  receiving 
a  good  common-school  education,  and  being  taught 
those  grand  principles  of  industry  and  self-denial 
which  have  alw.iys  remained  with  him.  After 
reaching  manhood,  our  subject  farmed  for  awhile 
on  the  old  Tucker  homestead  before  death  robbed 
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him  of  his  father,  and  in  1889  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent property  that  embraced  ninety  acres  of  land, 
lie  has  continued  to  add  to  his  possessions,  and  is 
at  the  present  writing  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  acres  of  valuable  land. 

Our  subject  is  very  successful  as  a  farmer,  a 
horseman,  and  in  running  a  threshing  machine. 
His  political  sympathies  are  all  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  takes  great  interest  in  the  political 
issues  of  the  day.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
in  1868  for  V.  S.  Grant,  "the  soldier  President," 
as  he  is  so  frequently  called.  Mr.  Tucker  has  not 
missed  more  tiian  one  caucus  since  he  reached  his 
majority,  nor  has  he  failed  to  attend  a  single  elec- 
tion. Such  men  we  know  form  the  bulwark  for  their 
party,  and  are  invaluable  to  the  community  in 
which  they  reside. 

Mr.  Tucker  is  serving  his  sixth  term  as  School 
Trustee  of  Farmington,  and  has  lost  no  opportunity 
to  advance  educational  causes  and  so  promote  the 
advantages  of  this  city.  He  is  also  a  committeeman 
on  the  Republican  Central  Committee  of  Fulton 
County,  from  Farmington  Township,  an  office  that 
he  dignifies  very  much  by  his  good  habits  and  care- 
ful movements.  He  also  served  as  Commissioner 
of  Highways  three  years  and  has  been  on  the  grand 

Our  subject's  father,  Elevon  Tucker,  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Farmington  Township,  and  his 
death  in  1874  caused  universal  regret.  He  was  a 
good  man,  and  held  several  public  offices.  For 
seven  years  he  served  as  Assessor,  and  was  also 
Highway  Commissioner  and  School  Trustee.  Our 
subject's  mother  died  in  1888,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  father  was  born  in 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  by  John  Lake,  the 
father  of  the  lady  he  afterward  married,  his  own 
father  being  drowned  in  the  Ohio  River  while  at- 
tempting to  cross  that  stream  in  a  small  boat.  The 
motlier  and  her  children  were  in  another  boat 
crossing  at  the  same  time.  The  Lake  family  and 
the  Tuckers  were  old  friends,  aijd  Mr.  Lake,  there- 
fore, very  naturally  assumed  charge  of  Elevon 
Tucker  when  death  had  deprived  him  of  his  natural 
protector.  The  Tucker  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  and  the  Lakes  originally  came  from  Hol- 
land and  are  connected  with  the    family  of  the  re- 


nowned Anneke  Jans,  whose  vast  estate  in  New 
York  has  been  so  long  in  litigation.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  Miss  Catherine  Lake,  and  she  had  three 
sisters — Eliza,  EUeanor  and  Mar^y  Ann.  Eliza  mar- 
ried Thomas  Leeper  (deceased)  of  Farmington; 
Elleanor  is  now  Mrs.  William  Leeper,  of  Farming- 
ton  Township;  and  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Cunning- 
ham Brown,  of  Farmington,  died  in  1888.  Our 
subject  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  old  and 
honored  famil}',  and  though  he  has  never  married, 
lives  a  happy  and  comfortable  life,  surrounded  by 
a  host  of  admiring  friends. 

J"^,  ACOB  BANNER,  the  son  of  a  former  pio- 
neer and  extensive  landowner  of  this  county, 
is  a  man  in  prosperous  circumstances,  a 
'  member  of  the  far.ming  community  of  Asto- 
ria Township,  who  derives  a  handsome  income 
from  his  agricultural  ventures  and  the  rental  of 
his  valuable  coal  land.  He  was  born  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1849.  His  great-great- 
grandfatlier  Banner  came  from  Germany  and  set- 
tled near  Philadelphia  among  the  original  colonists 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  distiller  in  his 
native  State.  In  1832  he  left  Pennsylvania  for 
Ohio,  and  in  1838  made  a  trip  throughout  the 
West,  searching  for  a  suitable  location.  He  had 
previously  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Indiana.  In  1850  he  came  to  Illinois  in  a 
wagon,  arriving  here  after  a  journey  of  nearly  six 
weeks.  He  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Astoria  Township,  wiieie  he  resided  until 
his  death.  He  met  with  more  than  ordinary  suc- 
cess, became  a  man  of  wealth  and  accumulated  six 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  and  Schuyler  Coun- 
ties. He  was  the  father  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  three  sons  and 
one  daughter  are  living.  He  was  a  man  of  Chris- 
tian principles,  and  a  member  of  the  Germin  Bap- 
tist Church. 

The  son  of  whom  we  write  passed  his  earlj'  life 
on  a  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.     At  the  age  of  nineteen,  after  the 
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fleaVli  vf  bis  mother,  he  began  farming  for  himself 
with  his  father.  On  the  8th  of  May,  1873,  he  took 
an  important  step,  wliereby  he  secured  the  active 
co-operation  of  a  good  wife  by  his  marriage  on 
tliat  date  to  Miss  Hannah  M.  Thompson,  of  Astoria 
Township.  .She  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  a  ilaughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  A.  (Mercer) 
Tliompson.  Her  father  died  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
her  mother  came  to  Illinois  about  1859.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Banner  four 
died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are  named  Rosa  L., 
Orley  O.  and  Clarence. 

Jlr.  Banner  located  where  he  now  resides  in  the 
fall  of  1879.  He  has  here  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  of  land  exceedingly  valuable,  not  only  for 
agricultural  purposes  but  on  account  of  its  mineral 
wealth.  He  has  made  many  extensive  improve- 
ments, among  which  we  may  mention  a  line  fish 
pond,  covering  five  acres  and  stocked  with  choice 
varieties  of  fish,  he  being  the  first  to  start  anything 
of  the  kind  in  this  localitj-.  He  has  here  substan- 
tial and  well-appointed  buildings  and  a  home  re- 
plete with  comfort.  His  farm  is  all  coal  land,  and 
he  leases  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  it  for 
mining  purposes.  He  is  a  thorough  Bemocrat  in 
his  political  views.  He  is  glad  to  assist  in  any  wa}' 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  township,  and  has 
done  valuable  service   as   Commissioner   of  High- 


OHN  LACEY.  Great  honor  is  due  the 
I'  sturdy  pioneers  who  left  their  homes  in  the 
East,  and  hewed  out  a  path  in  the  trackless 
(^^'  forest,  or  traveling  across  the  seemingly 
limitless  prairie,  finally  reached  their  destination 
in  the  uncultivated  lands  of  Fulton  Countj-.  Here 
they  located  in  their  rude  homes,  deprived  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  and  the  companionship  of  friends. 
Gradually  they  evolved  pleasant  farms  from  the 
uninviting  surroundings,  and  by  jjersevering  labor, 
met  with  a  deserved  reward.  As  a  representative 
of  this  worthy  class,  we  are  pleased  to  present  the 
life  history  and  jiortrait  of  this  veteran  of  eighty- 
six  years. 

Prior  to  the    Revlulionarv  War.  three  brothers 


bearing  the  name  of  Laeey  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land to  America,  settling,  one  in  New  Jersey,  an- 
other in  Virginia,  and  the  third  in  one  of  the 
Eastern  States.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Richard 
Lacey,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  was  one  of 
eight  brothers  in  the  large  family  born  to  his 
parents.  He  married  Susan  Smith,  who  was  also 
born  in  New  Jersej',  and  their  family  consisted  of 
one  son,  John,  and  three  daughters,  now  deceased. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  our  subject  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor in  the  family,  and  he  was  born  January  8, 
1804,  in  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J. 

When  about  six  years  old  our  subject  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Tompkins  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  passed  his  youth.  He  was  trained 
from  childhood  to  habits  of  industry  and  persever- 
ance, and  having  been  tnught  the  principles  of 
farming,  has  naturally  reaped  the  benefit  in  his 
success  as  an  agriculturist.  His  education  was 
very  limited,  but  having  a  natural  taste  for  read- 
ing he  has  kept  himself  well-posted  alike  upon 
literary  and  jiublic  matters.  Like  the  majority  of 
self-made  men  he  has  met  with  marked  success  in 
all  his  undertakings  in  life,  and  this  is  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  his  ambition  and  unfailing  energy. 

When  read}'  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own.  our 
subject  was  married  in  New  York,  in  1831,  to  Miss 
Chloe  Ilurd  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  nine 
children,  of  whom  those  living  at  the  present  writ- 
ing are — Judge  Lyman  Lacey,  of  Havana,  III.; 
Harriet,  wife  of  C.  E.Johnson,  of  Pleasant  Town- 
ship; Susan,  now  Mrs.  E.  Porter,  of  Table  Grove, 
111.;  and  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Cattron,  of  McLean  County,  111.  In  company 
with  his  wife  and  cliildren  Mr.  Lacey  removed  from 
the  State  of  New  York  to  O.akland  County.  Mich., 
and  after  sojourning  there  about  one  and  one- 
li.alf  years,  came,  in  the  f.all  of  1837,  to  Fulton 
County,  III.  Here  he  entered  a  considerable 
amount  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  the  Govern- 
ment 81.25  per  acre. 

On  the  estate  of  our  sut>ject  at  the  present  time 
there  may  be  noticed  a  little  log  cabin  about  25x30 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  this  w.as  the  pioneer  homo 
of  the  family.  Nine  years  later,  Mr.  Lacey 
erected  his  iiresent  handsome  residence  which  is  a 
decided  contrast  to  the   former  one  and   illustrates 
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the  diffeience  between  tlie  primitive  and  prosper- 
ous  times  in  tliis  county.  Our  subject  was  ct>ra- 
pelled  to  break  and  cultivate  his  land,  a  task  that 
naturally  calls  for  both  energy  and  skill.  He  is  to- 
day very  prosperous  and  owns  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  farming  land,  all  fertile  and  cul- 
tivated. Previous  to  his  marriage  he  had  saved  about 
$1,500.  and  the  habits  of  economy  which  he  liad 
learned  in  his  youth,  he  carried  through  liis  ma- 
lurer  years,  so  that  now  his  old  age  is  filled  with 
every  comfort  wealth  can  bestow. 

Mr.  Lacey  has  always  been  very  popular  in  Ful- 
ton County,  and  served  two  years  as  Supervisor  of 
Pleasant  Township,  two  years  as  Assessor  and  was 
for  a  time  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  been  a 
life-long  Democrat  and  always  votes  that  ticket  on 
national  issues.  The  death  of  his  wife,  January 
15,  1879,  was  a  great  blow  to  him,  for  she  had 
bee'n  a  true  helpmate  to  him  through  their  long  and 
happy  married  life.  She  had  many  warm  friends 
in  the  community  where  she  had  lived,  and  was  a 
a  woman  possessing  many  Christian  virtues.  Mr. 
Lacey  is  numbered  among  tlie  most  successful  pio- 
neers of  Fulton  County,  and  has  many  friends,  who 
recognize  the  nobility  of  his  character  and  realize 
that  he  deserves  to  be  iield  in  the  highest  possible 
esteem. 


J'~/OHN  W.  GADDIS.  There  are  few  things 
I  in  life  that  inspire  a  more  general  interest 
than  docs  a  sketch  of  a  successful  business 
'  man,  who  by  achieving  fortune  himself, 
gives  an  example  to  those  trying  to  climb  the 
ladder  of  fame,  and  encourages  those  wlio  are  in 
tlie  busy  commercial  world  to  hope  for  similar  suc- 
cesses. Our  subject  is  a  man  of  decided  ability', 
and  is  generally  conceded  to  rank  among  the  first 
business  men  of  Fairview.  He  is  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Gaddis  &  Hill,  dealers  in  groceries,  hard- 
ware, paints  and  notions.  He  is  also  Cashier  of  the 
Fairview  Banking  Company,  of  which  T.  H.  Tra- 
vers  is  President,  L.  W.  Davis,  Vice-President,  and 
P.  B.  Voorhees,  Assistant  Cashier. 

Our  subject  was   born  in  Jacksonville,  Morgan 
County.  111.,  December  5,    1859,   being  the  son  of 


Dr.  John  V.  D.  Gaddis.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  place,  attending  the  public  schools  of 
tlial  city,  and  at  a  later  date  the  Jacksonville  Col- 
lege. He  afterward  took  an  academic  course  at 
Freeiiold,  N.  J.,  and  a  business  course  in  the  East- 
man Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  He 
removed  to  Fairview,  III.,  in  1881,  and  engaged  in 
business  at  his  present  place,  the  firm  name  being 
Gaddis  &  Wilson.  He  bought  out  his  partner  in 
1883,  and  up  to  1887  oper.ated  the  business  by  him- 
self, at  which  date  he  entered  into  a  partnership 
with  Harry  C.  Hill.  This  firm  is  doing  an  immense 
business,  and  by  means  of  strict  integrity  and  in- 
dustrious h.abits  on  the  part  of  the  managers  is 
growing  in  popularity  all  the  time.  They  carry  a 
large  stock  of  goods,  amounting  to  $4,500. 

Mr.  Gaddis  was  married  March  19,  1889,  to  Miss 
Sarah  L.  C.  Ledeboer,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  L.  Lede- 
boer,  of  Holland,  Mich.  Of  this  union  has  been 
born  one  child — Lillie  Ray.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Fairview  Lodge,  No.  350,  and  holding 
the  office  of  Worshipful  Master.  He  is  a  Democrat 
in  political  belief,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Reformed  Church,  of 
Fairview.  He  has  built  an  elegant  residence  in  the 
western  part  of  the  village,  and  h.as  bright  pros- 
pects of  fortune  before  iiim. 

Dr.  John  Gaddis  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  place,  and  is  numbered  among  the  oldest  and 
most  popular  physicians  of  Fairview.  He  was  a 
very  distinguished  man  and  possessed  a  r.ire 
amount  of  natural  ability,  and  has  received  a  thor- 
ough education  and  so  fitted  himself  for  his  chosen 
profession.  His  birth  occurred  in  New  York  City, 
and  he  was  graduated  from  the  Eastern  College  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery.  He  happened  to  know  a 
family  that  was  coming  West  and  so  concluded  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  the  wild  countrj'  and  enjoy  the 
rudeness  of  pioneer  life. 

Dr.  Gaddis  married  Miss  Julia  Wilson,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson,  the  founder  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Ciiurch  of  Fairview.  She  was  the 
second  in  number  of  the  six  children  born  to  her 
parents,  and  came  with  them  to  Fairview  from  her 
Eastern  home.  Dr.  Gaddis  met  with  great  success, 
and  in  connection  with  his  professional  duties  was 
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also  interested  in  mercantile  lines.  It  was  for  the 
yjurpose  of  educating  his  daughter — Maggie — that 
h(^  removed  to  Jacksonville,  where  our  subject  was 
born.  Of  the  entire  family  three  children  reached 
ninturitj- — Maggie,  Kate  and  John  W.  Maggie  is 
at  tlie  present  writing  Mrs.  James  F.  Bless,  a  manu- 
facturer of  Newark,  N.  J.;  Kate  L.  married  H.  M. 
Joralmon,  a  resident  of  Denver.  Colo.,  and  for  a 
long  time  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  American 
Field.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  the  fam- 
ily, and  he  is  the  happy  possessor  of  both  fame  and 
fortune,  and  has  many  warm  personal  friends  who 
rejoice  in  his  success. 


f.SAAC  N.  LEl'.PKR,  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  Fariuuiylun,  and  a  man  of  enter- 
;|]  prise  and  influence,  is  a  brother  of  the  Hon. 
John  A.  Leeper,  whose  biography  will  be  found 
elsewhere.  His  father,  William  Leeper,  came  to 
this  county  in  1844,  and  resided  in  Fairview  Town- 
ship until  his  death  in  1888,  when  almost  eighty- 
one  years  old.  He  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  and  his  father,  Allen  l^eeper,  came  from  Penn- 
s.ylvania  to  Ohio,  and  died  in  that  State.  The  Leo- 
jwr  family  is  a  very  old  and  aristocratic  one,  and 
liave  for  many  generations  wielded  untold  influence 
ill  the  communities  where   they  made  their   home. 

Our  subject's  mother,  who  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage was  Miss  Elleanor  Lake,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Lake,  a 
stonemason,  who  worked  on  the  first  jail  built  in 
tlie  city  of  Cincinnati,  and  on  many  of  the  public 
buildings  there.  To  this  daj^  many  culverts  on 
the  public  streets  remain,  and  for  hundreds  of  years 
will  remain  monuments  of  his  handicraft. 

Mr.  Lake  was  born  on  Long  Island,  and  his  people 
came  originally  from  Holland,  and  were  relatives  of 
Anneke  Jans,  whose  vast  estates  are  in  litigation 
at  the  present  time,  and  will  at  some  future  day 
make  each  heir  immensely  wealthy.  Tlie  mother 
(lied  in  August,  1890,  in  her  seventy-seventh  year, 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Nettie  Slack,  of 
Farniington.     Unto  her  and  her  husband  had  been 


born  teti  "children,  namely:  John  A.,  Isaac  N.  Har- 
riet, Emeline,  Gilbert  T.,  Oliver,  Charles,  Henry, 
Frank,  and  Nettie. 

Gilbert  T.  married  Mary  Daft,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  left  four  children.  He  was  a  farmer 
l)y  occupation,  and  served  three  years  in  the  late 
war.  Oliver  enlisted  in  the  army  when  sixteen 
years  old,  and  served  through  the  war.  He  has 
passed  the  most  of  his  life  in  Texas  and  the  South- 
west. Charles,  a  farmer  in  Kansas,  is  married  and 
has  four  children;  Henry,  a  resident  of  Fairview 
Township,  has  been  twice  married;  Frank,  who  was 
a  farmer,  is  now  deceased;  Harriet  is  the  widow  of 
Joseph  McMilleu,  a  carpenter  residing  near  Ft. 
Scott,  Kan.;  Emeline  is  married  and  resides  on  a 
ranch  in  Southwestern  Kansas:  Nettie  is  the  wife 
of  William  Slack  (see  sketch  of  Alexander  Slack). 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  September  19, 
1833,  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  attended 
school  in  that  State.  He  was  seven  years  old  when 
with  his  family  he  removed  to  Illinois, and  noticed 
a  great  difference  betv,-een  the  schools  of  his  native 
State  and  the  small  log  schoolhouses  found  here, 
lie  entered  the  Lombard  University  at  Galesburg, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  having  previously  studied 
at  the  academy  in  Farmington.  Ho  is  a  clevei-, 
level-headed  gentleman,  and  possesses  unusual  t.'d- 
ents,  especially  in  the  direction  of  portrait  paint- 
ing which  he  took  up  accidentally.  He  is  quite  .-i 
noted  horseman,  and  shows  good  judgment  in  re- 
gard to  horse-flesh.  His  popularity  is  proven  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  made  executor  of  the  estate  of 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Newcomb,  without  bonds,  although 
the  property  in  charge  was  v.nlued  at  §175,000. 

Mr.  Leeper  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  mar- 
ried Miss  Pollen  Wilson,  daugliter  of  Samuel  and 
Maria  Wilson,  pioneers  of  Fulton  County,  and  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Leeper  is  the  fourth  in  numl)er  of 
the  family  of  seven  ciiildren  born  to  tliem.  viz: 
Thomas,  Mary  J.,  Maria,  Ellen,  Margaret  Ann. 
Amanda,  and  James,  who  died  when  young.  Our 
sul)ject  immediately  after  his  marriage  began  farm- 
ing, an  occupation  which  he  has  continued  to  fol- 
low up  to  the  present  time,  and  in  connection  with 
this  has  devoted  much  time  to  raising  fine  horses. 
He  has  shipped  thousands  of  pounds  of  pork  at  vari- 
ous times,  and  took  a  sweepstake  premium  for  ro:ul- 
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ster  stallions  for  several^  years  in  succession  at  the 
Fair  in  Canton.^HeJhas  been  Scliool  Trustee  _for 
several  years,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Rc- 
|)ublican  party.  He  owns  a  valuable  estate  com- 
prising two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Farming- 
ton  Township,  on  section  8,  and  has  besides  an 
elegant  residence.  He  is  at  the  present  time  build- 
ing a  magnificent  city  residence  on  the  corner  of 
Main  Street. 

It  has  been  remarked  b}'  some  of  Mr.  Leeper's 
friends,  that  he  missed  his  calling  in  not  becoming 
a  crayon  artist  while  inljhis]  youth.j  No  one,  least 
of  all  iiimself,  imagined  that  he  had^genius  in  that 
direction  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  one  day  lie 
was  reading  his  stock  journals,  and  his  eyes  liap- 
l)cned  to  catch  the  picture  of  a  bull.  He  sketched 
it,  and  the  likeness  was  so  good  that  he  was  encour- 
ageil  to  try  the  picture  of  a  horse  in  the  same  way, 
which  attempt  ended  with  equal  satisfactory  results. 
About  this  time  he  owned  a  very  valuable  and 
graceful  stallion  that  he  wanted  a  picture  of.  Ac- 
cordingly, with  the  original  before  him,  he  made  a 
beautiful  representation  of  his  pet  steed.  He  next 
tried  portrait  work,  and  finding  he  had  the  same 
success  here,  he  sought  instruction  in  the  art.  To 
this  work  he  has  devoted  only  his  jspare  moments, 
and  exhibited  to  the  reporter  sonic  very  fine  crayon 
portraits,  which  abundantly  prove  his  talent  in  this 
direction. 
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IJ%A  ARCUS  L.  CLIFFORD  is  the  son  of  a  pio- 
neer family  of  Fulton  County,  and  the  la- 
bors that  he  has  performed  in  aiding  in  the 
develo[)ment  of  the  agriculture  of  Lewis- 
town  Township,  where  he  has  a  good,  well-improved 
farm,  entitles  him  to  an  honorable  place  among  the 
jiioneer  farmers  of  Illinois. 

Mr.Clifford  was  born  in  Conneaut  Township,  Ash- 
tabula County,  Ohio,  in  1830.  His  father,  whose 
given  name  was  Amos,  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
siiire.  His  father,  so  far  as  known,  spent  his  entire  life 
in  New  England.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  and  married  in  his  native  State  and  about 
LSI  2  emigrated  to  Ohio,  making  the  removal  with    j 


teams.  He  became  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Conneaut  Township  where  he  bought  a  tract  of 
timber  land.  There  were  no  railways  or  canals  for 
many  years  after  he  settled  there,  and  no  markets 
excepting  the  lake  ports,,  and  the  people  lived 
chiefly  on  the  products  of  tiieir  farms  and  on  wild 
game,  which  was  plenty.  Mr.  Clifford  kept  sheep 
and  raised  flax,  and  the  wooljand  the'  fiber  of  the 
flax  his  wife  used  to  spin  and  weave,  and  for  many 
years  her  husband  and  children  were  clothed  in 
homespun.  She  did  all  her  cooking  before  the  fire 
in  the  rude  fireplace.  Mr.  Clifford  had  to  carry  on 
his  work  with  the  most  primitive  implements.  He 
used  the  wooden  mold -board  plow  and  he  cut  his 
grain  with  a  sickle  until  a  cradle  was  invented.  He 
was  industrious  and  cleared  quite  a  tract  of  land 
and  continued  to  reside  in  Ohio  until  1837.  In 
that  year  he  made  a  new  departure,  coming  to  Illi- 
nois having  sold  bis  possessions  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  ten 
children  and  they  started  on  their  journey  with 
teams;  when  they  arrived  at  the  Ohio  River  the3' 
embarked  on  its  waters  and  came  by  the  way  of 
that,  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers  to  Havana, 
where  the  little  party  was  met  by  friends  with  teams 
and  were  taken  to  this  county. 

After  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Clifford  rented  land 
one  year  and  then  bought  a  tract  that  was  heavily 
timbered,  on  section  33,  of  Lewistown  Township, 
and  built  thereon  a  log  house.  He  resided  there 
until  his  death  June  7, 1860,  and  his  wife  also  died 
on  the  home  farm  December  29,  1842.  Before  her 
marriage  she  was  Lois  Fox,  and  she  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire.  Her  father  was  .Sinclair  Fox  and 
he  was  also  of  New  England  birth.  He  removed 
from  there  to  O^io  at  an  earl}'  date  and  settled 
among  the  pioneers  of  Ashtabula  County,  where  he 
cleared  a  farm  and  passed  his  remaining  days.  The 
name  of  his  wife  was  Lois  Marnville.  She  was  born 
in  New  England  and  died  in  Ohio.  The  names  of 
the  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject  are 
as  follows:  Dianlha,  Arvilla.  Nelson,  Zilpha,  John 
L.,  Pauline,  Milo,  Roxauna,  Martin  Lafayette  and 
Mary. 

Marcus  Clifford  was  a  boy  of  six  when  he  came 
to  Fulton  County  with  his  parents,  but  he  remem- 
bers well  the  incidents  of  the  long  journey  and  the 
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events  of  interest  in  the  early  history  of  the  county. 
He  attended  the  pioneer  schools,  which  were  taught 
in  the  primitive  log  house  with  plain  log  benches 
and  heated  liy  fire  in  the  rude  fireplace.  As  soon 
as  old  enough  he  began  to  assist  his  father  on  the 
farm  and  remained  an  inmate  of  the  jjarental  home 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  commenced  life  for 
liimself  and  liis  bride  on  a  rented  farm.  He  liad 
been  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  in  his  farming 
operations  was  quite  successful.  He  finally  liought 
llie  old  iiomestead  upon  which  he  had  been  reared, 
resided  on  it  a  few  years  tiicn  sold  and  bought  a 
f.nin  of  eighty  acres  and  now  has  one  hundred  and 
forty  five  acres  on  section  33,  Lewistown  Township, 
one  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  the  city.  T'his 
pleasant  place  has  since  been  his  residence. 

April  30,  1857,  Mr.  Clifford  and  Miss  Amelia  I. 
Wells  united  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  what  has 
proved  to  be  a  happy  marriage.  Mrs.  Clifford  is  a 
native  of  Indiana  and  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Ann  Wells.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased:  Mar- 
cus \j.  was  born  March  14,  1859,  and  died  January 
22,  1874;  Charles  II.,  born  January  4,  1868,  died 
March  4,  1887,  and  a  babe  unnamed.  Their  only 
living  child,  Carrie,  is  married  to  I'rof.  George  W. 
Dick  and  has  three  children — Ross  Clifford,  Winnie 
and  Meradeth.  Mr.  Dick  is  a  popular  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  and  has  a  cozy  home  in  Lewis- 
town  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford's  characters  are  such  as  to 
command  the  respect  and  affection  of  the  entire 
community.  As  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  they  are  active  in  its  every  good  work. 
Mr.  Clifford  is  a  consistent  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  ^ 


'OHN  ABBOTT  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largest 
if  not  the  largest  landowner  in  Farining- 
1  ton  Township.  He  is  one  of  our  self-made 
f)  men.  and  has  been  wonderfully  successful 
financially.  He  has  four  farms,  as  follows:  his 
home  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy -three  acres, 
and  three  farms  of  eighty  acres  each  in  Farmington 
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Township,  comprising  in  all  five  hundred  and  thir- 
teen acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  may  be  found 
in  the  county. 

Our  subjec*,  was  born  January  1(1,  1831,  in  Scut- 
land  County,  Ind.  He  is  a  son  of  Alexander 
and  Nancy  (Doty)  Abbott,  who  were  natives  re- 
si>ectively  of  Ohio  and  Scotlaml  Counties,  Ind. 
T'hey  came  from  the  Hoosier  State  to  Illinois  in 
l'S40,  and  were  early  settlers  of  Farmington  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Abbott  was  on I3'  thirteen  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Illinois  in  1847,  with  his  uncle  Wesley 
Abbott.  He  was  a  poor  boy,  had  had  but  few  ad- 
vantages, and  his  prospects  were  not  very  brilliant 
when  he  began  life  on  his  own  account.  However, 
he  had  good  health,  strong  muscles,  and  a  stout 
heart,  and  was  endowed  with  a  great  deal  of  energy 
and  push.  These  were  capital  enough  for  such  a 
young  man,  and  since  1860  he  has  accumulated 
property,  and  has  become  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  Farmington.  For  three  years  after  marriage  he 
rented  a  farm,  and  then  bought  one  of  eighty  acres, 
for  which  he  soon  paid,  and  he  has  ever  since  been 
buying  and  selling  land,  and  lias  been  very  fortu- 
nate in  his  speculations.  In  all  his  transactions  he 
has  been  wise  and  cautious,  and. at  the  same  tim(! 
bold  and  enterprising,  so  that  he  has  rarely  made  a 
misdeal. 

Mr.  Abbott  is  u  large  cattle  raiser  and  feeder.- 
He  feeds  about  a  carload  each  year,  and  he  also 
disposes  of  about  a  carload  of  hogs,  and  always 
knows  when  to  place  them  on  the  market  to  the 
best  advantage.  Every  one  of  his  farms  are  finely 
improved,  and  his  homestead  is  provided  with  two 
residences.  The  dwelling  which  he  occupies  was 
erected  in  1869,  and  is  a  substantial,  roomy,  com- 
fortable farm  residence,  neatly  and  well  furnished. 
The  grounds  around  arc  attractive,  and  the  lawns 
are  kept  neatly  cut  with  a  lawn  mower.  Every- 
thing about  the  place  denotes  skillful  care,  and  the 
l)est  of  management  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  Mr. 
Abbott  is  just  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings,  and  his 
name  stands  high  in  financial  circles.  He  is  a  good 
neighbor,  kind  and  accommodating,  and  stands 
well  in  his  community.  In  politics  he  is  a  decided 
Democrat. 

Our  subject  has  been  greatly  helped  in  his  work 
by  his  good  wife,  who  in  h^r  careful  management 
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of  lioiisehold  affairs  lias  done  her  share  towards 
bringing  about  their  present  prosperity.  Tiiey 
were  married  June  1,  1854.  Mrs.  Abbott's  former 
name  was  Margaret  Barkiey,  siie  was  born  Septem- 
ber 5,  1837,  and  is  a  (laughter  of  John  and  .Sarah 
(Anderson)  Barivley.  who  came  to  Illinois  from  their 
old  home  near  Dayton,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ab- 
bott have  had  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, who  are  n;iraed  as  follows:  Samuel,  William, 
Sarah,  Julia,  Laura,  Albert,  and  Ma}',  the  latter  of 
whom  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  Samuel,  who 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Farmington  Township,  married 
a  Miss  Catherine  Heddon,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Viola  and  Lelah;  William,  who  rents  a  farm 
in  Peoria  County,  married  Amy  Koth,  and  they 
havethrce  children — Flora,  Mary,  and  Fairy ;  Sarah 
married  Antiiony  Heddon,  of  Farmington  Town- 
siiip,  and  they  have  two  children — Alvie  and  Car- 
rie; Julia  married  Calvin  O.  Field,  and  liiey  have 
five  children — Cora,  Margaret,  Edith,  Raymond, 
and  tlarland;  Albert  is  a  resident  of  Farmington 
Township,  married  Miss  Elma  Heddon,  and  they 
liave  one  child  named  Allie;  Laura  married  Franii 
Heddon,  of  Farmington  Township,  and  they  have 
one  child,  John. 

I^AVID  SCOTT  RAY,   Ji:.,  the   agent  and 
I  JI   lelegraph  operator  at  the  station  of  Mari- 
(^!Jk*^    etta,  is  a  representative  native-born  citizen 
~"  of  Mason  Countj^,  II!.     Though  a  young 

man  he  lias  already  attained  some  prominence  in 
the  political  and  public  life  of  this  section  of  Illi- 
nois, and  is  well  and  favorably  known. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  D.  S.  and  Arminda  (Zole- 
man)  Ray,  both  of  whom  came  from  old  Colonial 
families,  a  number  of  whose  members  took  part  in 
the  Revolution.  The  father  is  a  native  of  Mar}-- 
land,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Canada,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Lucinda  Zoleman  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  and  ."Mrs.  Ray  were  married  in  Missouri,  and 
came  to  Fulton  County  from  there  about  1848,  and  j 
were  pioneers  of  this  region. 

Scott  Ray  was  born  in  Mason  County,  Novcni 
bcr  24,  1860.     When  he  was  five  years  old  his  pa- 


rents took  up  their  residence  in  Lewistown,  where 
they  lived  till  he  was  twelve  years  old.  From 
there  they  went  to  Vermont,  and  thence  to  Bush- 
nell,  the  father  being  then  engaged  as  a  traveling 
man  necessitating  these  various  removals.  In  1878 
the  family  came  to  Marietta,  where  they  have  re- 
sided ever  since.  Our  subject  received  his  ear!}' 
education  in  the  |)ublic  schools  of  the  different 
towns  in  which  his  boyhood  days  were  passed,  and 
it  was  completed  by  a  fine  course  of  study  pursued 
at  the  Bushnell   High  School. 

When  our  subject  was  twenty-one  yeais  ohl  ho 
went  to  Smithfield  to  work  at  the  station  at  that 
point.  He  had  been  there  but  a  short  time  when 
he  was  offered  the  position  of  telegraph  oper- 
ator, he  having  become  an  expert  in  that  line. 
The  following  year  he  was  given  charge  of  the 
otHce  at  Marietta,  and  is  still  at  his  post  here,  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  characteristic  promptness 
aud  efficiency  to  tlie  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
railway  company,  and  looking  carefully  after  its 
interests. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ra}'  to  Miss  Susan  Jack- 
son was  consummated  May  30,  188.5.  and  to  them 
has  come  one  child  whom  they  have  named  Arthur. 
Mrs.  Ray  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Amiiricus 
(Campbell)  Jackson. 

Our  subject  is  a  3'oung  man  of  much  chaiacler, 
and  influential  in  his  community.  He  is  much  in- 
terested in  political  uialters,  and  is  one  of  the  leail- 
ing  young  Democrats  of  this  part  of  the  county. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, and  did  good  service  during  tlie  term 
that  he  held  that  responsible  position. 


fi  SAAC  L.  AND  CHARLES  R.  SWEGLE  are  gen- 
11  tiemen  of  high  standing  in  the  community.  :ind 
/Ij  are  much  respected  b)'  all  who  know  tlicm. 
Their  parents,  Isaac  Daniel  and  Margaret  Ann  (Al- 
legar)  Swegle  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
Fairview  Township,  having  come  to  Illinois  in  1838, 
and  owning  a  tract  of  land  that  embraced  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres.  The  father  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  as  was  also  the  mother,  and  both   nmoved 
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with  their  parents  to  the  State  of  Illinois  at  an  early 
age,  and  were  here  inurriecl.  The  father's  death  oc- 
curred May  25,  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years 
and  four  months.  Of  their  union  were  born  nine 
cliildren,  six  of  whom  are  living  at  liie  present 
writing,  viz:  Daniel  A.,  Isaac  L.,  Sarah  F..  Charles 
R..  Abram  D.,  and  Jacob  E.-  Daniel  A.  resides  in 
London  Mills,  and  is  in  tiie  grain,  stock  and  hun- 
bcr  business;  he  married  Miss  Miranda  Hart,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  two  children,  viz:  Burton  B., 
and  Ada  Mabel.  Sarah  F.  married  John  Schleich, 
a  farmer  of  Deerfield  Township,  and  tliey  have 
one  child,  Raymond  Lester;  Cliailes  R.  is  single, 
and  lives  at  home;  Abram  D.  is  agent  at  Cramer, 
111.,  on  liic  Iowa  Central  Railroad;  Jacob  E.  lives 
at  home;  two  children  died  in  infancy,  and  Frank- 
lin M.  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years. 
Charles  and  Jacob  have  charge  of  the  Swcgle  farm. 
The  estate  has  not  been  divided  and  the  heirs  wish 
to  run  it  together  as  long  as  possible. 

Isaac  Lemuel  was  born  on  the  30th  of  M,ay,  1858, 
on  the  Swegle  homestead,  and  after  receiving  a  com- 
mon-school education,  he  entered  the  Gem  City 
liusiiiess  College  in  January,  1886,  and  there  com- 
pleted a  full  business  course,  graduating  from  that 
institution  Deceml)er  15,  1886.  He  then  went  to 
Charleston,  Coles  County,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
al)Stract,  real  estate,  and  insurance  business,  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  George  C.  Matiiers.  He 
remained  in  the  business  eight  months,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  returned  to  Fairview  in  order  to 
(ill  an  office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  under 
President  Cleveland.  This  office  he  held  a  little 
more  than  two  years,  and  was  then  elected  Collector 
of  the  township,  collecting  the  taxes  due  for  1889 
and  1890,  beginning  his  work  January  1,  1890. 

During  the  last  illness  of  his  father,  our  subject 
was  very  faithful  in  his  attendance,  and  has  since 
the  sad  event  of  his  father's  death  given  much  at- 
tention to  the  management  of  the  estate.  Ilis 
mother  is  still  living  in  her  flfly-eighth  year.  Mr. 
Swegle  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  The 
great-grandfather  came  from  Germany  and  settled 
in  the  State  of  Xew  Jersey.  Grandfather  Swegle 
served  as  a  training  officer  in  a  military  company 
there,  and  was  known  as  Capt.  Swegle.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather,  James  AUegar,  was  l)orn    in  the 


State  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  a  very  snccossful 
brewer  .and  distiller.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Apgar, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  this  union  were  born 
three  children,  viz:  Margaret  A.,  Mary  E.,  and 
Franklin  L.  James  Allegar  was  married  previously 
to  his  union  with  Miss  Apgar,  .and  of  the  (irst  un'on 
were  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

Clmrles  R.  Swegle  was  born  December  16,  1S62. 
at  the  old  homestead,  and  grew  to  nianhood  in  Fair- 
view  Township,  on  the  farm.  Ho  has  had  clnugo 
of  the  estate  for  the  past  four  years  in  cdiniianv 
with  his  brother  Jacob.  They  raise  a  high  grade  of 
cattle  for  the  market,  and  have  been  very  success- 
ful in  their  agricultur.al  pursuits.  Our  subject  is  a 
most  enterprising  and  energetic  young  man;  he  is 
a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Fairview  Lodge  No. 
120,  and  at  present  Conductor.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcop.al  Church,  .and  in  poli- 
tics his  sympathy  and  support  are  always  given  to 
the  Democratic  party. 


EMUEL  R.  VANDEVENTER.  Among 
^  those  cultivating  a  portion  of  the  soil  of 
'^  Orion  Township  to  good  advantage  may  be 
numbeied  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  owns  and 
operates  a  well-regulated  farm  on  section  1 1.  He  is 
cl.assed  among  the  most  progressive  young  agricul- 
turists of  this  section,  aiming  in  every  detail  of  his 
work  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  his  occupation.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Labor  and  a  well-respected 
member  of  the  community. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  .lohn  I-",  and  Sarah  C. 
Vandeventer,  residents  of  this  county,  whose  family 
includes  five  sons  and  daughters.  Lizzie  lives  in 
Orion  Township,  being  the  wife  of  James  Rowe; 
Wilton  M.,  a  lawyer  residing  in  Chicago,  is  also 
married;  F'rank  took  to  wife  Miss  Sarah  Shoe- 
maker, their  home  being  Glasford;  Algeron  F., 
married  Clara  Davis  and  lives  in  Arkansas. 

The  n.atal  d.ay  of  our  subject  was  December  16. 
1860.  His  school  privileges  were  most  excellent 
and  he  .acquired  a  liberal  education,    On  September 
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10,  1885,  he  was  uniterl  in  marriage  with  Cassie  A. 
Kellj',  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Racliael  (Proctor) 
Kell^',  her  family  being  one  of  the  oldest  in  tlie 
county.  Mrs.  Vandeventer  is  well  informed,  with 
pleasing  manners  and  noble  traits  of  character.  She 
is  the  mother  of  two  children:  Ray  C,  born  Au- 
gust 17,  188B,  and  Glenn  L.,  January  20.  188«. 


^jRANVILLE  M.  McMILLAN.  This  gen- 
tleman is  extensively  engaged  in  farming, 
owning  six  hundred  and  thirty  acres  on 
section  5,  Banner  Township.  The  fine]  estate  is 
supplied  with  every  needful  and  convenient  struc- 
ture in  the  way  of  farm  buildings,  is  enclosed  and 
divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size  by'substan- 
tial  fences,  and  further  beautified  by  fruit  and  for- 
est trees  and  small  fruits.  The  energetic  owner  is 
still  quite  a  young  man,  having  been  born  Febru- 
ary 9,  1856,  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  His  boy- 
liood  was  spent  on  a  farm  and  the  busy  hours 
occupied  by  the  usual  duties,  studies  and  recrea- 
tions of  a  farmer's  son.  lie  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  having  come  to  this  county  in  1879, 
spent  the  ensuing  winter  in  attendance  at  the  com- 
mercial college  in  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Tiie  many  excellent  qualities  possessed  by  Jlary 
E.  Pickering  won  the  lasting  regard  of  our  subject, 
and  after  a  successful  wooing  the  young  couple 
were  united  in  marriage  August  8,  1882.  The 
congenial  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
three  children,  viz:  John  M.,  born  August  29, 
1883;  Charles  11.,  June  2,  1886;  and  Minnie,  De- 
cember 15.  1889.  Mrs.  McMillan  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  is  earnest 
in  her  efforts  to  exemplify  lior  faith  by  her  works 
and  creditably  fill  her  sphere  in  life.  Mr.  Mc- 
Millan is  Townsliip  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  the 
School  Board  of  his  district.  His  political  allilia- 
tion  IS  with  the  Republicans.  His  parents  are 
John  and  Catherine  McMillan,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvanin. 

Manyard  Pickering,  father  of  Mrs.  McMillan. 
was  born  in  Wert  County,  W.  Va.,  and  was  of 
English  ancestry.     He  came  to  this  county  ii)  1852, 


and  on  February  20,  1859,  married  Mrs.  Jemima 
Rockhold,  widow  of  E.  M.  Rockhold.  The  only 
child  of  this  unien  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Pickering  came  to  this  county  with  her  par- 
ents in  1832.  Her  father,  Starling  Turner,  settled 
in  Buckheart  Township,  where  the  old  dwelling  lie 
built  still  stands.  He  was  noted  as  a  scientist  of 
that  early  period,  and  possessed  all  manner  of  in- 
struments with  which  he  pursued  his  investigations 
in  various  fields,  particularly  in  astronom3-.  He 
was  very  charitable,  disposed  to  ^assist  all  worthy 
objects,  and  one  of  his  enterprises  was  the  building 
of  a  church  immediately  opposite  his  residence, 
which  edifice  is  still  known  as  Turner's  Church. 
He  entered  into  rest  February  22,  1871,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-four  years  and  five  months.  His  widow 
survived  until  September  18,  1875,  she  also  reach- 
ing an  advanced  age,  being  ninety-two  years  and 
nine  months  old  when  called  hence.  The  mortal 
remains  of  the  aged  couple  were  deposited  in  Turn- 
er's graveyanl  in  Buckhart  Township. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  will  be  noticed 
a  lith()gr;iphic  view  of  the  home  of  our  subject, 
with  its  plensant  surroundings. 


>^-^f=S^^^*+-l— 


jI/_^ON.  LEWIS  W.  ROSS.  In  the  annals  of 
ijfji)  Fulton  County  the  name  of  Ross  stands  out 
l^^  in  great  prominence  as  belonging  to  a  fam- 
(^)  ily  whose  members  have  been  very  closely 
identified  vvith  its  highest  interests  since  the  very 
first  days  of  its  settlement,  and  in  its  record  we  flml 
much  that  really  forms  a  part  of  the  history  of  the 
county.  The  first  actual  settler  of  what  is  now 
Fulton  County  had  scarcely  located  in  his  new 
home  when  Ossian  M.  Ross  and  his  family  came  to 
be  his  neighbors.  This  gentleman  became  con- 
spicuous in  the  public  life  of  this  section  of  Illi- 
nois as  one  of  its  foremost  pioneers.  He  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  county,  and  as  the 
founder  of  Lewistown  his  memory  will  ever  be 
held  in  reverence  unto  the  latest  generation. 

As  a  son  of  this  remarkable  man,  and  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  whose  members  have  been 
distinguished  in   various   walks  of   life,   and   have 
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iKivne  .1  prominent  part  in  State  and  National 
affairs,  we  take  pleasure  in  placing  on  the  pages  of 
lliis  biographical  work,  which  would  not  be  com- 
plete without  it,  an  account  of  the  life  of  the  Hon. 
Lewis  W.  Ross.  It  was  for  liira  that  his  father 
named  the  cit^-  of  Lewistown,  and  he  is  to-daj'  one 
of  its  most  honored  citizens.  As  a  lawyer  of  no 
mean  ability,  as  a  stateman  and  politician  of  the 
best  type,  he  has  been  eminent  in  the  public  life  of 
the  county  and  the  .State;  and  as  a  merchant  and 
practical  farmer,  he  has  been  a  verj^  important 
factor  in  building  up  the  business  and  agricultural 
interests  of  the  community,  where  he  has  spent 
much  of  his  life  as  bo\-  and  man  for  nearly-  seventy 
years.  He  now  lives  retired  from  the  active  duties 
of  life,  having  a  handsome  Income,  he  being  a 
large  real-estate  holder  and  a  man  of  wealth. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Seneca 
Falls,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y..  December  8,  1812. 
His  father  was  born  in  the  same  State,  and,  it  is 
ihdught,  in  the  same  county,  the  date  of  his  birth 
iiiiiig  August  16,  1790.  He  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
Koss,  who  was  a  .son  of  Zebulon  Ross,  who  carne  to 
this  country  from  liis  native  Scotland  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  But  little  is  known  of  his  his- 
lory,  however.  Joseph  Ross  was  a  pioneer  farmer 
of  Seneca  County,  and  there  spent  his  last  years. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Abigail  Lee,  and 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Waty  (Shear- 
man) Lee.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  she 
came  to  Illinois  to  live  with  her  children,  and  died 
in  Havana  at  an  advanced  age. 

Ossian  M.  Ross  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits 
in  his  native  State,  and  resided  thereuntil  1819, 
when  he  came  to  this  .Stale  to  secure  the  land  given 
the  soldiers  bj'tbe  Government  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  three  children,  and  they  made  the  first 
part  of  their  journey  by  team  to  Glean  Point,  where 
they  embarked  on  the  long  voyage  on  the  Alleghany, 
Ohio  and  Mississippi-  Rivers  to  their  destination. 
After  his  arrival  at  Alton  .Mr.  Ross  rented  a  place 
near  Milton,  in  Madison  County.  He  held  patents 
for  several  quarter-sections  of  land,  located  on  the 
military  tract  in  what  is  now  Fulton  County. 
Dining  the  summer  of  1820  he  made  a  trip  on 
i,  iiseback  to  tliis  part  of  the  country,  in  company 


with  three  others,  and  decided  to  locate  on  a  quar- 
ter-section of  his  land  that  lay  on  Otter  Creek,  that 
he  might  improve  the  water  power. 

From  the  "History  of  Fulton  County"  we  extract 
the  following  interesting  account  of  Mr.  Ross'  re- 
moval to  this  section  of  the  county,  and  the  dis- 
couragements that  he  met  that  altered  his  plans, 
and  caused  him  to  locate  where  Lewistown  now 
stands:  "In  the  spring  of  1821  Mr.  Ross,  with 
his  family  and  a  few  men  emjiloyed  by  him  to 
make  improvements,  sailed  up  the  Illinois  River  to 
Otter  Creek  in  a  keel-boat.  After  traveling  up 
Otter  Creek  for  some  distance  in  their  cumbersome 
keel-boat  they  came  to  a  large  tree  fallen  across 
the  stream,  which  made  a  barrier  that  could  not 
be  passed  over  or  around.  These  sturdy  pioneers, 
however,  were  not  easily  turned  from  their  conse. 
They  m.ade  preparations  to  saw  the  log  into  pieces 
and  remove  it.  This  scheme  was  frustrated,  how- 
ever, and  the  whole  course  of  Mr.  Ross'  i)lans 
changed.  A  heavy  rain  fell  during  the  night,  and 
in  the  morning  the  log  they  intendeil  to  saw  was 
sis  to  eight  inches  under  water,  and  therefore  out 
of  reach  of  workmen.  He  ran  his  boat  stern  fore- 
most back  down  Otter  Creek  to  the  Illinois,  and  ui) 
that  stream  to  Spoon  River.  He  entered  this  stream 
and  started  up  its  swift  swollen  waters  for  Mr.  Eve- 
and's  landing,  intending  to  go  where  he  owned  three 
quarter-sections  of  land.  The  greatest  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  ascending  this  turbulent  stream, 
made  so  by  recent  reavy  rains.  It  consumed  sev- 
eral days  of  constant  hard  labor  to  reach  Eveland's. 
At  places  men  were  put  upon  the  bank  and  with 
ropes  dragged  or  cordelled  the  boat  along.  They 
Anally  reached  Eveland's,  in  whose  cabin  the  party 
found  a  warm  welcome.  There  they  remained  until 
the  arrival  of  the  teams  and  stock,  which  had  been 
brought  across  the  couutr3\  Mr.  Ross  with  his  teams 
then  started  for  his  own  land,  where  Lewistown  now 
is.  Men  were  sent  ahead  to  cut  down  trees  and 
clear  a  road.  On  arriving  at  the  end  of  the  journey, 
Mr.  Ross  jubilantly  exclaimed  to  his  family.  'We 
are  now  on  our  own  land.'  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Steele, 
of  Canton,  who  was  then  a  little  girl,  quickly  spoke 
up,  'Why,  pa.  have  we  come  all  this  distance  just 
for  this  .''  Nothing  but  a  v.ast  wilderness  was  spread 
out  before  them  wnere  the  little  girl  expccteil  to  find 
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something-   wondcrTully   fine,   else  they  woiiM  not 
have  endured  all  the   liaidships   that  had   befallen    I 
them  on  their  long  journey."  The  little  girl  voiced    \ 
the  sentiments  of  many  a  tired,   heartsick   pioneer 
family  on  first  arriving  at  its  journey's  end  on  some 
wild  prairie  or  in  the  depths  of  a  primeval   forest. 

Mr.  Ross  constructed  a  temporary  shelter  by 
putting  forked  posts  in  the  ground,  extending  poles 
between  them  and  covering  them  with  bark.  This 
rude  structure  was  used  for  a  habitation  by  the 
family  until  it  was  replaced  in  a  few  days  by  a 
cabin  built  of  round  logs,  neither  sawed  timber  or 
nails  being  used  in  its  construction.  The  floor  was 
made  of  puncheon,  and  the  boards  that  covered 
the  roof  were  rived  by  iiand  and  held  in  position 
by  weight  poles.  At  that  time  deer,  wild  turkeys 
and  other  game  were  plentiful,  but  bread  stuffs 
were  scarce.  There  were  no  mills  nearer  then  San- 
gamon County,  and  corn  had  to  be  ground  by  a 
primitive  and  novel  method.  A  hole  was  burned 
in  the  top  of  a  stump,  and  a  pole  suspended  after 
the  manner  of  a  well-sweep  over  the  stump,  which 
ground,  or  rather  pounded  the  corn  into  meal. 
Another  way  of  preparing  it  was  to  pick  the  corn 
iu  the  fall  of  the  year  before  it  had  hardened,  and 
grate  it  by  passing  it  over  a  plane  or  grater,  and  in 
that  way  reduce  it  to  meal. 

As  a  uinn  of  more  tiian  ordiiiar}'  intelligence, 
aliility  anil  force  of  character,  Ossian  M.  Ross  soon 
assumed  his  rightful  place  as  a  leader  of  the  pioneers 
who  came  in  to  settle  up  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try after  he  took  up  his  abode  here,  and  they  ever 
looked  to  him  for  counsel  and  assistance.  He  bore 
the  principal  part  in  securing  the  organization  of 
the  county,  going  before  the  Legislature  in  1821 
and  using  his  influence  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an 
act  whereby  the  greater  portion  of  Northern  Illi- 
nois was  organized  into  a  county  called  Fulton. 
He  was  also  instrumental  in  securing  the  location  of 
the  county-seat  at  Lewistown,  and  he  gave  the 
county  thirteen  town  lots  to  be  used  for  public 
purposes.  He  filled  various  important  civic  offices, 
serving  as  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the 
county,  its  second  Sheritf,  and  as  the  third  Treas- 
urer of  the  county. 

When  Mr.  Ross  settled  here  he  was  so  jjleased 
with  his  land  and  the  beauties  of  the  location,  and 


its  advantages  as  a  town  site,  that  he  determined 
to  lay  off  a  town,  and  immediately  put  his  project 
into  execution,  and  the  village  thus  platted  he 
named  in  honor  of  his  little  sou  Lewis,  and  from 
this  auspicious  beginning  has  arisen  a  busy  and 
flourishing  little  city,  that  is  to-day  an  important 
agricultural  and  commercial  center. 

The  founder  of  Lewistown  did  not  tarr}-  man}' 
years  within  its  limits,  but  in  1829  he  sought 
greener  fields  and  pastures  new,  going  to  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Havana,  Mason  County.  To  him  also  be- 
longs the  honor  of  laying  out  that  town  and  being 
its  first  merchant,  and  he  likewise  platted  llie  town 
of  Bath.  He  was  a  mm  of  large  enterprise,  and 
his  energies  were  devoted  to  several  business  ope- 
rations at  the  same  time.  He  continued  in  the 
mercantile  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  managed  a 
ferry  across  the  Illinois  River,  called  Ross'  Ferry, 
and  was  also  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
His  death  in  Havana,  Januar}'  20,  1837,  while  in 
the  prime  of  life,  was  a  severe  blow  not  only  to  the 
community,  but  to  the  county  at  large,  and  even 
beyond  its  bounds. 

In  the  person  of  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Winans,  Mr.  Ross  had  an  able  coadjutor, 
who  sympathized  with  him  heartily  in  his  work, 
and  by  her  advice  and  assistance  was  an  important 
factor  in  his  success  in  life.  She  was  born  Ajiril  I, 
1793,  in  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  and  was  married  in 
AVaterloo,  N.  Y.,  July  7,  1811.  .She  was  a  fine 
t3'pe  of  the  self-sacrificing,  warm-hearted  pioneer 
women  of  this  State,  and  at  her  death  a  source  of 
valuable  information  concerning  the  pioneer  his- 
tory of  this  part  of  Illinois,  whose  growth  she  had 
watched  with  intelligent  interest,  was  lost.  She 
reared  six  children,  of  whom  the  following  is  re- 
corded: Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
eldest  of  the  family;  Harriet,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Ambrose  S.  Steele;  Harvej'  L.  resides  in 
Oakland,  Cal. ;  Lucinda,  the  first  while  child  born 
in  Fulton  County,  now  living  in  Denver,  Colo., 
married  the  Hon.  William  Kellogg,  late  Member  of 
Congress;  Leonard  F.,  a  resident  of  Iowa,  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  a  General  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion;  Pike  C.  is  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  Canton. 

The  Hon.  Lewis  W,  Ross,  in  whose    honor  these 
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lines  are  written,  was  in  iiis  eiglitli  year  when  he 
eanie  to  Illinois  with  his  parents.  He  leceived  his 
education  in  the  pioneer  schools.  The  first  he 
ever  attended  was  taught  in  the  log  schoolhouse  of 
yore,  with  its  puncheon  floor,  benches  made  of 
splitting  a  log,  hewing  one  side  smooth,  and  insert- 
ing wooden  pins  for  legs,  and  greased  paper  cover- 
ing the  hole  made  l)y  removing  a  log  from  the 
side  of  the  cabin  serving  instead  of  glass  for  a 
window.  He  subsequently  became  a  student  at 
Jacksonville  College,  of  which  Edward  Beecherwas 
then  President,  and  during  his  three  years  course 
there  obtained  high  rank  for  good  scholarship. 
He  had  a  taste  for  jurisprudence,  having  a  logical, 
analytical  mind,  and  good  powers  of  oratory,  and 
in  1 835  ho  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  Josiah 
Lamborn, at  Jacksonville,  111.  He  applied  himself 
closely  to  his  books  under  the  instruction  of  that 
gentleman,  remaining  with  him  a  year,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  went  to  Havana,  where  he  contin- 
ued his  studies.  In  the  winter  of  183G-37  he  went 
to  Vandalia,  then  the  State  Capital,  and  when  the 
Legislature  was  organized  was  appointed  clerk  of 
one  of  the  committees. 

While  performing  his  clerical  functions  in  the 
Assemiily,  Mr.  Ross  received  the  sad  tidings  of  the 
death  of  his  father,  in  the  month  of  January,  1837, 
and  he  immediatelj'  set  out  on  his  return  home. 
He  borrowed  a  horse,  and  made  his  way  home 
across  the  intervening  wild  and  sparsely  settled 
country  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  at  the  end  of 
two  weeks  arrived  at  his  journey's  end  at  Havana. 
He  had  been  appointed  one  of  the  executors  of  his 
father's  estate,  and  at  once  entered  upon  his  duties 
as  such.  He  resided  in  Havana  until  1839,  when 
he  came  to  Lewistown  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  J.  P.  Boyce  for  the  practice  of  law,  and  they 
were  together  some  years. 

In  1846  Mr.  Ross  enlisted  to  take  part  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  was  elected  Captain  of  Com- 
pany K,  Fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Col.  E.  D.  Baker.  Our  subject  continued  in  the 
service  until  his  honorable  discharge  in  June,  1847, 
with  his  regiment,  he  having  proved  a  brave  and 
able  ofBcer.  He  returned  to  Lewistown  and  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law,  and  his  time  was  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  an  extensive  clientage  until  he 


was  elected  to  Congress  and  entered  upon  his  dis- 
tinguished career  as  a  statesman.  When  he  re- 
turned to  private  life  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  at  one  time  was  also  extensively  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  is  now  living  in  retirement, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  handsome  income  from  his 
landed  estates  and   other  valuable   property. 

Fifty-one  years  ago,  June  13,  1839,  the  subject 
of  this  biography  was  wedded  to  Jliss  Frances  M. 
Sim ms,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  July  18,  1821. 
Theirs  has  been  a  felicitious  marriage,  as  she  has 
found  in  him  a  devoted  husband,  and  he  in  her  a 
true  companion  and  faithful  friend,  who  has  filled 
in  a  perfect  measure  the  duties  of  wife  and  mother. 
Much  of  the  comfort  and  pleasantness  of  their  at- 
tractive home  is  due  to  her  untiring  efforts  and 
her  able  management  of  household  affairs.  While 
life  has  brought  to  them  many  pleasures,  the  sorrow 
common  to  mortals  has  befallen  them  in  the  death 
of  some  of  their  children.  They  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  June  13,  1889.  They  have  four 
children  living:  John  W.,  Postmaster  of  W.ashing- 
ton,  D.  C. ;  Lewis  C.  and  Pike  C.  at  home  with  their 
parents;  Jennie,  wife  of  G.  K.   Barrere,  of  Canton. 

Mr.  Ross  has  exerted  a  marked  influence  on  the 
civil  and  political  life  of  this  county,  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  its  welfare,  materially  and  other- 
wise, and  has  borne  a  prominent  part  in  promoting 
its  rise  and  progress  to  its  present  high  standing 
among  its  sister  counties  as  a  wealthy  and  well- 
developed  country  and  the  richest  agricultural  cen- 
tre of  Illinois.  He  has  long  been  prominent  in  the 
councils  of  the  Democratic  party.  When  a  young 
man  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Whigs.  While 
he  was  in  college  he  joined  a  debating  society,  of 
which  he  was  for  a  time  President.  He  took  a 
leading  part  in  the  debates,  always  preparing  his 
speeches  with  great  care.  In  his  search  for  knowl- 
edge upon  which  to  base  his  .arguments,  his  politi- 
cal opinions  were  formed,  and  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  part3%  and  has  since  been  a  zeal- 
ous supporter  of  its  principles.  His  fellow-citizens 
have  honored  him  and  themselves  by  calling  him 
to  responsible  public  positions,  which  he  has  filled 
with  ability  .ind  with  a  conscientious  regard  to  the 
highest  interests  of  the  State  and  country.  He  was 
elected   to  the    Illinois    Legislature    in    1840,  .and 
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again  in  1844.  In  1862  be  was  elected  Congress- 
man from  tlie  Nintli  District,  and  so  well  pleased 
was  liis  constituency  with  his  course  during  tliat 
term,  it  re-elected  him  in  1864,  and  again  in  1866, 
and  his  whole  career  while  at  the  National  Capital 
marked  him  as  an  able  and  wise  legislator.  Mr. 
Ross  has  been  a  member  of  two  constitutional  con- 
ventions in  Illinois,  and  a  delegate  to  many  of  the 
State  and  National  Conventions.  He  acted  in  that 
capacity  at  the  Charleston  Convention  in  1860,  and 
at  Baltimore  in  the  same  year,  being  one  of  the 
strongest  supporters  of  S.  A.  Douglas  present  at 
either  convention.  lie  took  an  active  part  in  the 
ilcliberations  of  the  National  Convention  at  St. 
Louis  in  1876  as  one  of  its  prominent  delegates, 
and  used  bis  influence  to  secure  the  nomination  of 
Samuel  J.  Tilden,  and  be  was  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  at  Cincinnati  in  1880. 


\p;^ETER  B.  SMALL.  If  bread  is  the  staff  of 
I  ]j]  life  according  to  vegetarians,  there  is  a  large 
iks^  class  who  would  accord  that  place  to  meat. 
jl^  The  man,  therefore,  who  supplies  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  healthy  flesh  fills  a  position  of  impor- 
t.iiice  in  the  settlement,  and  may  well  be  noted 
among  the  prominent  business  men.  Such  a  place 
is  held  by  Mr.  Small,  who  has  been  more  or  less 
extensively  engaged  in  butchering  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years  and  is  now  carrying  on  a  fine 
tr-ide  in  Canton. 

Mr.  Small  is  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa., 
where  his  eyes  opened  to,  the  light  October  13, 
1841.  His  parents,  John  and  Nancy  (Duffey) 
Small  were  also  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  the  one 
one  being  of  German  and  the  other  of  Irish  de- 
scent. The  grandfathers  of  our  subject  bore  the 
respective  names  of  John  .Small  and  James  Duffey. 
John  Small  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
Some  time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  this 
county,  locating  in  Canton  and  dying  here  in  1861, 
about  the  time  that  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  lie 
had  been  living  here  a  little  more  than  a  decade 
and  had  become  quite  well  known  as  a  good  work 


man  and  worthy  citizen.  His  family  consisted  of 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet 
living  except  two. 

Our  subject  is  the  lirst-boin  in  the  parental  fam- 
ily. His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in  his 
native  county  where  he  acquired  a  fair  education 
and  then  learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler  and  harness- 
maker.  This  he  followed  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  when  he  laid  aside  the  peaceful  weapons 
with  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  acquire  a  compe- 
tence and  took  up  the  more  deadly  ones  which  be- 
long to  a  soldier.  He  enlisted  in  Company  K. 
Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  during  a  period  of 
four  years  and  three  months  gallantly  served  in  the 
ranks  of  his  country's  defenders.  He  took  part  in 
man}'  raids,  skirmishes  and  battles,  the  most  im- 
portant conflicts  in  which  be  was  engaged  being 
Corinth,  Nashville,  Germantovvn  and  luka.  He 
received  an  honorable  discharge  and  was  mustered 
out  in  the  fall  of  1865,  returning  to  Canton  to 
engage  in  the  business  which  he  is  still  carrying 
on. 

A  neat  and  tasty  residence  on  Seventh  Street  in 
this  city  is  occupied  by  Mr.  Small  and  his  estimable 
wife.  This  lady,  with  whom  he  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1878  was  formerly  Miss  Lottie  T. 
Hummell  of  this  city,  a  daughter  of  William  Hum- 
niell,  Esq.  The  union  has  been  a  childless  one, 
lint  by  a  former  marriage,  contracted  in  1859,  Mr. 
Small  liecame  the  father  of  one  daughter,  now 
married. 


HARLES  C.  DAVIS.     This  county  is   pre- 
.,  eminently  one  of   comfortable  rural  homes. 

^i:^  there  being  no  large  cities  within  its  limits. 
The  soil  being  wonderfully  fertile  and  the  facilities 
for  market  excellent,  a  great  number  of  agricul- 
turists secure  a  competence  by  the  cultivation  of  a 
moderate  acreage.  One  of  the  successful  farmers 
of  Farmington  Township  is  Charles  C.  Davis  who 
operates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  "23. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  Evan  Davis,  a  na- 
tive of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  a  stonemason 
by  trade.  In  his  native  county  he  married  Lctitia 
Connelley,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia.    In  1833 
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lie  removed  witli  his  family  to  Ohio,  takinu;  'up 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Highland  County  and  re- 
maining there  four  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Illinois,  malting  the  journey,  as  was  quite  usual,  in 
a  wHgon.  His  first  home  in  this  State  was  near 
Fairview  but  he  subsequently  removed  to]  Prairie 
City,  McDonough  County,  where  he  spent  the 
later  years  of  his  life  in  ease  and  comfort.  He 
breathed  his  last  in  1873  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  The  widow  survived  until  1875, 
reaching  the  age  of  four-score.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  named  respectively,  James, 
William,  Charles  Connelley,  George,  John  and  Re- 
becca. 

In  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  January  15,  1826. 
the  child  was  born  whose  life  is  the  subject  of  this 
brief  notice.  He  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and  had  just  entered  his 
teens  when  they  came  to  this  State.  He  attended 
school  in  the  various  localities  in  which  he  resided, 
gaining  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  subjects  taught, 
and  under  home  training  and  influences  developed  I 
the  qualities  which  have  led  to  his  worldly  success 
and  present  standing  in  the  community.  In  1853, 
having  won  a  companion  in  life,  he  established  liis 
own  home  on  a  farm  near  Prairie  City,  in  wliich 
|)lace  he  afterward  engaged  in  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise,  following  the  business  from  1855  to 
1857  inclusive.  He  finally  took  possession  of  his 
present  estate,  a  good  body  of  land  which  has  been 
su[)plied  with  many  first-class  improvements. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Davis  was  known  in  her  girl- 
hood as  Miss  Annie  Fatten.  Iler  parents  were 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Vandevander)  Patton,  na- 
tives of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.  Her  father,  who 
was  a  distiller,  was  killed  in  an  accident  when  she 
was  but  two  years  old.  Her  motlier  subsequently 
married  James  McQuaid,  a  gunsmith  by  trade. 
They  came  in  1845  to  Canton  wdiere  Mr.  McQuaid 
subsequently  embarked  in  the  grocery  business. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Davis  lived  to  be  eighty-two 
years  old.  She  had  borne  her  first  husband  three 
children — Rebecca,  Annie  and  .luhu.  Her  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Davis 
possesses  more  than  ordinary  mental  ability,  has 
the  genial  manner  which  makes  even  strangers  feel 
at  ease  in  her  i)resence,  and    during  the  course   of 


her  life  has  thoroughly 'proved  her  worth  in  the 
home.  She  is  a  near  relative  of  Hon.  George 
Patton,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  been  serving  his  nation  in  the  legislative 
halls  at  Washington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  nine  children  whose 
character  and  attainments  give  them  a  just  cause  for 
parental  pride.  The  oldest  daughter,  Alice,  is  the 
wife  of  Morris  Johnson,  Highway  Commissioner  of 
Farmington  Township  and  a  member  of  the  City 
Board  of  Education;  they  have  three  children, 
Stella,  Frank  and  Minnie;  Laura,  the  second  child, 
married  George  Pincgar  and  has  two  children, 
Olive  and  Carrie;  Eilward,  the  oldest  son,  married 
Emma  Hill  and  resides  in  this  townshi));  James,  a 
farmer,  married  Kate  Iscburg  and  hasjtwo  children, 
Bertha  and  Pearl;  Minnie  married  William  Wilson, 
a  farmer  at  Prairie  City.  McDonough  County; 
Fred  married  Louie  Wolf;  Libby,  LouQand  Elmer 
are  still  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Davis  has  served  as  School  Director  and  in 
his  capacity  as  a  private  citizen  does^rauch  to  aid 
in  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education  and 
other  matters  that  will  promote  the  interests  of 
this  section.  He  wr.s  formerly  an  old-line  Whig, 
his  first  Presidentiid  ballot  having  been  cast  for 
Gen.  Zacliary^Taylor.  More  recently  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  element  and  stanclily 
supports  the  principles  of  the  party.  He  is  one  of 
the  celebrated  band  known  as  '49ers,  having  in 
com  pan}'  with  his  cousin,  James  Davis  and  Joe 
Prime,  crossed  the  plains  during  the  gold  excite- 
ment and  si)ent  some  time  in  mining  in  California. 
He  did  fairly  well  as  a  gold-seeker  but|  was  quite 
willing  to  return  to  the  East  where  he  could  enjoy 
a'belter  civilization. 

'.yni  ENJAMIN  ROHRER,  one  of  the  successful 
,iyv  farmers  of  Canton  Township,  occupies  a 
/£))  I  substantial  and  well-designed  farmhouse  on 
'^^--S^  section  13.  Conveniently  arranged  about 
his  dwelling  are  the  various  buildings  which  are 
necessary  to  house  the  crops  and  shelter  the  stock 
raise<l   by   Mr.  Rohrer  on   the  surrounding   acres. 
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The  landed  estate  consists  of  four  hundred  and 
fortj'  acres  in  Canton  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
in  Orion  Townsiiip,  all  of  wiiich  has  been  well  im- 
proved. The  solid  financial  standing  of  our  sub- 
ject is  due  to  industrious  and  well-directed  efforts, 
coupled  with  a  thorough  reliabilit}'  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. Of  a  deliberative  mind,  he  has  been  cautious 
j-et  enterprising,  and  tiie  result  is  that  he  has 
gained  an  abundant  share  of  "  fllth3-  lucre,"  or  its 
equivalent. 

Mr.  Rohrer  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birtli  and  pa- 
rentage, Lancaster  County  having  been  the  place 
of  his  own  nativity,  as  well  as  that  of  his  father 
and  mother.  Henry  and  Mary  (Doner)  Rohrer 
lived  in  their  native  county  for  some  years  after 
their  marriage,  tlien  came  to  the  Prairie  State  and 
made  their  home  in  Quincy  about  four  months. 
Thence  they  removed  to  this  county  in  the  fall  of 
1847,  spending  the  remainder  of  their  lives  as  resi- 
dents of  Canton  Township.  They  had  three  sons 
and  five  daughters,  tlie  first-horn  being  the  subject 
of  this  notice. 

The  natal  day  of  Benjamin  Rohrer  was  January 
17,  1833.  No  event  especially  wortliy  of  note 
took  place  in  his  life  until  lie  was  about  fourteen 
years  old.  when  the  family  journeyed  to  this  Slate. 
The  lad  remained  with  his  father,  assisting  in  the 
development  of  the  homestead  and  learning  useful 
lessons  of  life,  until  his  marriage,  which  toolv  place 
in  his  native  county  in  Pennsylvania.  He  then 
established  his  own  home  on  the  old  farm,  opera- 
ting the  quarter  section  adjoining.  About  1800  he 
toolv  possession  of  his  present  home  where  he  and 
his  family  enjoy  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life. 

The  many  estimable  traits  of  character  and  the 
useful  iiabits  possessed  bj^  Miss  Mary  Hershey,  a 
native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  made  her  seem  to 
Mr.  Rohrer  a  desirable  companion,  and  neither  has 
had  cause  to  regret  their  union.  They  have  eight 
living  children:  Hiram,  Benjamin  F.,  Emma,  Abra- 
ham H.,  Henry  il.,  Susie,  Mary  H.  and  John  D. 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Sutton.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rohrer  have  lost  their  first-born,  Abner,  who  died 
when  sixteen  years  old. 

Mr.  Rolirer  inlierits  a  high  degree  of  public  spirit 
and  interests  liimsclf  for  the  welfare  of  those  sbout 


him.  He  served  as  Highwaj-  Commissioner  three 
years  and  during  that  time  made  many  substantial 
improvements  by  building  iron  bridges.  lie  has 
been  School  Director  for  many  years  and  was  at 
one  time  a  delegate  to  the  State  Convention  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  nominating  State  officers. 
He  exercises  the  elective  franchise  in  behalf  of  Re- 
publican principles  and  institutions.  He  and  his 
wife  are  identified  with  the  German  Baptist  Church, 
commonly  linown  as  Dunkards. 


OSCAR  T.  SALISBURY.  The  business  of  a 
grocer  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  a 
city  or  hamlet,  and  the  growth  of  a  settle- 
ment could  well  be  marked  by  the  number  of 
flourishing  establishments  found  therein.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Swearingen  &:  Co.,  dealers  in  familj-  groceries  at 
Canton,  and  is  numbered  among  the  enterprising 
dealers  of  the  city.  They  carry  a  full  stock  of 
groceries,  together  with  a  large  sup|)ly  of  flour, 
and  also  ran  a  bakery.  Their  place  of  business 
is  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  square  in  the 
large   brick  building  owned  b^^  the  Graham  estate. 

Before  notirg  the  main  facts  that  have  trans- 
pired in  the  life  of  our  subject  it  will  not  be  amiss 
to  say  a  few  words  regarding  his  parents.  His 
father,  Samuel  J.  Salisbur}',  is  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  in  which  he  resided  until  1880,  when  he 
moved  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Canton  where  he  still 
makes  his  home.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Margaret  E.  Hendrickson  and  she  is  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State.  Her  father,  Elijah  Hendrick- 
son, was  born  in  Kentucky.  She  also  is  still  living, 
and  so  likewise  are  her  six  children. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice 
was  born  in  November,  1848,  in  Butler  County. 
Ohio,  and  is  the  oldest  member  of  the  parental  house- 
hold. He  attended  the  common  schools  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  subsequently  pursued  his  studies 
two  years  in  Hamilton  Academy  at  Hamilton.  On 
leaving  school  he  began  his  mercantile  experience 
as  a  clerk  in  Hamilton  and  tvvo  years  later  embarked 
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in  business  on  his  own  account,  opening  a  genera! 
slock  of  goods  at  McGonigle.  While  tliere  lie  was 
appointed  Postmaster,  serving  in  that  capacity  sev- 
eral years.  Mr.  Salisbury  finally  disposed  of  his 
stock  and  good  will  and  in  1880  removed  to  Can- 
ton forming  a  partnership  witli  Henry  M.  Kline  in 
1881.  The  new  firm  bought  the  goods  of  W.  E. 
Wolgamot  and  continued  to  carry  un  the  business 
at  the  same  stand. 

In  1871  Mr.  Salisbury  was  married  to  Anna  J. 
Pheelis,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Marilda  Pheelis. 
She  died  March  28,  1878.  His  [.resent  wife  is  a 
native  of  New  London,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Nancy  White,  and  was  christened  Eliza- 
beth. She  was  well  reared  by  worthy  parents,  is 
very  intelligent  and  well  informed,  and  has  a  con- 
sistent Christian  character.  She  and  her  hnsl)and 
belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  which  Mr. 
Salisbury  holds  tiie  office  of  Deacon.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
and  a.  liberal  contributor  and  supporter  to  every 
department  of  its  work.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  add  that  he  is  held  in  high  repute  by  the  citizens 
of  Canton  and  the  adjacent  counlrj'  on  account  of 
his  excellent  character,  business  ability  and  pleas- 
ing qualities. 


(li'_     M.  B.   WILSON.     Among    the   successful 
Ir    jl;  agriculturalists  of  Fairview  Township,  and 


popular  citizens  of  Fairview  village,  is 
(^  numbered  this  gentleman,  who  is  the  son  of 
the  well-known  minister,  A.  1).  Wilson.  He  is  in- 
fluential in  political  circles  and  in  1890  he  made  a 
close  run  for  the  candidacy  for  County  Clerk  of  Ful- 
ton County  and  served  as  Supervisor  of  Fairview 
Township  in  1871.  His  political  belief  is  that  of 
the  Democratic  party,  while  he  belongs  to  the  Re- 
formed Church  at  Fairview,  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  year  as  Deacon. 

Much  of  interest  might  be  related  concerning  the 
life  of  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson,  the  father  of  our 
subject.  Of  him  the  History  of  Fulton  County  thus 
speaks:    '-October  3,  1837  Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson  from 


New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  arrived  at  Fairview,  being 
sent  to  see  if  a  church  could  be  established.  On  the 
16th  the  Reformed  Church  of  I'airview  was  or- 
ganized l)y  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson.  The  organization  con- 
sisted of  eight  members,  with  John  S.  Wyckoff  and 
Clarkson  Van  Nostrand  as  Elders  and  Aaron  IX 
Adois  as  Deacon.  This  was  the  first  organization 
of  this  religious  denomination  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains,  and  is  truly  styled  'the  parent 
Church  of  the  West.' 

"Rev.  Mr.  Wilson  tiien  returned  to  his  home  in 
the  East,  and  left  the  congregation  without  a  pastor 
or  church  building.  But  the  people  were  zealous 
and  steadfast  and  from  Sunday  to  Sunday  assembled 
for  prayer  and  praise.  These  meetings  were  gen- 
erally led  by  Capt.  John  S.  Wyckoff.  During  all 
this  time  the  little  band  was  sending  up  the  Mace- 
donian cry  to  their  friends  in  the  East  to  come  and 
help  them.  The  matter  was  laid  iiefore  the  church 
authorities  in  convention  assembled  and  the  cry 
arose,  "who  will  go.="  No  one,  as  he  contemplated 
the  privations  and  hardships  incident  to  pioneer 
life,  had  a  desire  to  endure  them.  For  a  time  si- 
lence reigned.  At  last  a  voice  arose  in  that  assem- 
bly saying, 'the  child  born  in  the  wilderness  shall 
not  be  left  to  perish;  if  no  one  else  can  be  found,  I 
will  go.'  This  was  the  voice  of  the  Rev.  A.  D. 
Wilson,  who  the  fall  previous  had  organized  the 
congregation,  hut  had  no  expectation  or  desire  to 
move  West,  being  pleasantly  situated  among  his 
congregation  at^North  Branch,  N.  J." 

Responding  to  the  call  of  duty  this  noble  minis- 
ter left  his  home  and  came  to  the  pioneer  lands  of 
Illinois,  arriving  in  Fulton  County  in  July,  1838, 
and  immediately  commenced  liis  labors.  After 
successfully  carrying  on  the  work  many  years,  he 
resigned  April  11,  1856.  In  regard  to  his  personal 
history  it  may  be  said  that  he  was  a  native  of  Am- 
well  Township,  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.,  and  a 
graduate  of  Rutgers.  He  was  truly  a  wonderful 
man  and  possessed  the  peculiar  power  of  making 
and  keei)ing  friends.  His  first  charge  was  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Julia  A.  Evertson;  she  was  a  native  of  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  at  Poughkeepsie. 
Ten  children  were  born  of  their  union,  of  whom 
six  lived  to  maturity,  as  follows:     John    E.,  Jane 
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D.,  Julia  A.,  Abraham  D.,  Margaret  A.,  and  Henry 
Martin  Baldwin,  our  subject. 

Tiie  name  of  tlio  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson  justly  appears 
on  the  annals  of  tiie  church  history  of  Fulton  County 
as  being  a  man  of  moie  tiian  ordinary  sicill  and 
worth  and  as  being  universally  respected  by  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  To  those  who  be- 
lieve in  the  wise  provisions  of  Providence,  the  fact 
of  his  illness  and  afflictions,  which  pointed  to  an 
early  grave,  was  but  His  spur  to  drive  him  into  the 
far  West,  th^re  to  do  His  work.  The  strange  thing 
is  that  after  having  been  given  up  by  his  physicians 
in  the  East  and  being  so  reduced  that  he  weighed 
only  ninety-seven  pounds,  he  nevertheless  regained 
perfect  health  after  coming  here.  It  appears  that 
the  Lord  had  a  work  for  him  to  do,  and  when  He 
had  directed  him  to  go  where  He  wanted  him  He 
gave  him  strength  of  body  in  order  to  attend  to 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  liis  flock.  His  vigor 
came  back  to  him  with  interest,  as  it  were,  for 
his  standing  weight  for  years  was  from  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  to  two  hundred  pounds.  He 
lived  to  be  ninety  years  old,  and  operated  a  farm 
in  connection  with  his  clerical  duties. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  22,  1838,  and  at  an 
early  age  manifested  great  liking  for  farm  life, 
commencing  while  quite  young  to  assist  in  its  la- 
bor. He  had  the  educational  advantages  of  the 
Fairview  public  school.  He  entered  Knox  College 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  when  seventeen  entered 
Rutgers,  where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1862  he 
made  an  overland  trip  to  California  in  company 
with  Luther  Pumyea,  reaching  Marysville,  Cal., 
about  the  1st  of  September.  When  there  they  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  met  with  good  success,  and  he 
finally  started  a  meat  market  at  that  city.  He  re- 
turned home  via  the  Isthmus  in  1864,  and  resumed 
farming. 

Mr.  Wilson,  in  1860,  married  Miss  Sarah  Cath- 
erine Skillman,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  Ann 
(Robertson)  Skillman,  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
They  came  to  Illinois  in  1837,  settling  at  first  in 
Menard  County,  and  coming  to  Fairview  during 
the  war.  After  his  marriage,  our  subject  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  after  his  father's  death 
bought  the  old  homestead  which  embraced  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.     To  himself  and   wife    have 


been  born  seven  children,  viz:  Oscar  L.,  Bertha  A., 
Leoda,  Margie,  Eliza  A.,  Lester  Gaddis,  and  Celia 
E. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  figured  very  con- 
spicuouslylin  bringing  the  railroad  to  this  place  and 
is  prominent  in  politics.  He  is  an  extensive  prop- 
erty owner,  owning  the  brick  store  that  contains  the 
Masonic  Hall,  and  has  four  fine  farms.  He  con- 
tributed liberally  to  the  railroad  enterprise  and  also 
gave  his  personal  attention^to  the  matter  [working 
faithfully'for  the  cause,  bothliere  and  in  Lewistown 
Township.  Indeed,  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  gentleman  of 
pronounced  ability  and  in  addition  to[[this,  is  one 
of  those  cowrteous,  genial  men  who  liave  always  a 
high  place  in  the  regard  of  the'communily  in  which 
they  reside. 


r/OHN  W.  MOORE.  This  energetic,  enter- 
prising 3'oung  man  is  a  representative  stock- 
grower  of  this  county.  He  is  a  member  of 
'I  the  well-known  firm  of  A.  C.  Moore  &  Sons, 
breeders  of  Percheron  horses  and  Poland-China 
hogs,  carrying  on  their  extensive  business  in  Buck- 
heart  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  born  May  2.5, 
1856,  in  Fulton  County.  His  father  is  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  He  left  that  State  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  settleil  among  the  pioneers  of  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  for  several  years  was  connected 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  that  part  of 
the  country.  He  there  met  and  married  Jane  Will- 
iamson, a  native  of  Butler  County,  born  of  pioneer 
parentage.  The  following  is  the  record  of  their 
three  children:  Maggie  J.,  who  was  born  in  the 
month  of  April,  1847,  is  living  now  in  Iowa, 
but  will  soon  take  up  her  residence  in  Buckiieart 
Township;  Charles  A.,  born  in  the  month  of  July, 
1859,  is  in  business  with  his  father  and  brother; 
John  W.  is  our  subject.  Charles  is  a  bright,  wide- 
awake young  man,  and  is  abh^  managing  his  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  farming  and 
pasture  land. 

John  Moore  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  has  displayed  an  adaptability  and  talent  fur  his 
calling  ever  since  he  entered   upon  his  career  as  a 
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breeder  of  horses  and  hogs  that  has  placed  him 
high  in  the  ranks  of  our  best  farmers.  He  owns  a 
stock  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  that  is  under  fine 
improvement,  is  supplied  with  ample  barns,  a  sub- 
stantial residence,  and  all  necessary  buildings  and 
machinery. 

The  business  in  which  our  subject  is  principally 
engaged  was  established  bj'  his  father,  who  came  to 
this  State  in  1855,  many  j'ears  ago,  ho  being  tlie 
first  to  introduce  the  full-blooded  Poland-China 
hog  into  this  section  of  the  country.  Four  years 
ago  he  and  his  sons  began  the  breeding  of  the 
Percheron-Norman  horse.  Tliey  have  alreadj' 
made  a  success  of  this,  as  they  did  in  raising  hogs, 
and  their  name  is  becoming  well-known  in  the 
principal  markets  as  the  breeders  of  sound,  higli- 
graded  stock. 

To  the  lady  who  presides  so  gracefully  over  his 
comfortable  home  and  aids  him  in  dispensing  its 
charming  hospitalities  to  their  numerous  friends, 
Mr.  Moore  was  married  March  7,  1877.  She  was 
formerly  Jliss  .Jessie  Hetrick,  and  is  a  daugliter  of 
George  and  Amanda  Hetrick,  of  Canton  Township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  three  children:  Wyllys 
K.,  the  oldest,  wlio  was  born  December  11,  1878; 
George  A..  Janua-v  27,  1879;  Fred  C,  May  11, 
1884. 


_^LVAN  KIDDER.     Tiie    old   s.aying  "that 
i@/^|    much  reading  makelh  a  wise  man"  is  fully 
jjl   li)    verified  in  the  case  of   our   subject,  who 
^fl  througli  the  greater  part  of  his  life  lias  been 

a  constant  reader  of  standard  works,  and  is  gifted 
w'ith  a  wonderfully  strong  memory ,and  thus  enabled 
to  treasure  up  the  information  gained.  Few  men 
(lossess  greater  po  '  er  as  a  conversationalist  than 
does  Mr.  Kidder,  and  few  can  so  well  plead  the 
cause  of  their  party  when  it  comes  to  a  political 
contest.  He  is  i)erhaps  more  widely  known 
througiioiit  Fulton  County  tlian  any  other  gentle- 
man in  Farmington,  and  is  a  politician  of  great 
force. 

Mr.     Kidder   first     made    his    appearance    upon 
tlie    stage  of    lite  at     Randolph.    Mass.,    being    a 


son  of  Alvan  and  Betsy  (Mann)  Kidder.  His 
birth  occurred  on  November  25,  1824,  and  he  re- 
ceived a  ci-editable  education  in  his  native  State, 
first  attending  the  common  schools,  and  later,  when 
eight  years  old,  entering  the  .academy  at  Randolph. 
He  afterwards  attended  Centre  Academy  in  Ver- 
mont, and  a  (.Quaker  boarding-school  in  Sandwich, 
Mass. 

Our  subject  commenced  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  a  mercantile  house  at  Randolph,  and  in 
1847,  in  company  with  liis  brotlior  George,  came 
West  to  manage  his  father's  braneli  house  in  Farm- 
ington. Here  thej'  carried  on  an  extensive  and  lu- 
rative  business,  devoting  their  entire  time  to  com- 
mercial matters,  and  paying  no  attention  what- 
ever to  society.  Our  subject  at  an  early  age 
evinced  a  decided  taste  for  politics,  and  even  in  his 
native  State  liis  sympathies  were  all  on  the  side  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  soon  withdrew  from 
the  mercantile  business,  putting  his  money  into 
land,  and  turned  his  skill  and  energy  to  the  suc- 
cessful cultivation  of  the  same.  In  this  occupation 
ho  still  continues  ui)  to  the  present  writing,  having 
made    his  home  on  his  present  estate  since  1850. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  October 
24,  1852,  to  Miss  Lucy  ,1.  EwaU,  a  native  of  the 
Hoosier  State  and  a  daughter  of  John  Kwalt,  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Peoria  County.  Mr. 
Ewalt  came  here  as  a  young  man  with  his  wife, 
who  previous  to  her  marriage  was  Miss  Lucy  Dow- 
den,  of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  They  afterward 
moved  to  Indiana,  where  Mrs.  Kidder  was  born, 
being  the  ninth  of  the  ten  children  born  to  her  par- 
ents. She  received  an  education  sucli  as  was  to 
be  had  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Illinois,  having  come 
here  with  her  parents  when  three  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kidder  have  been  blessed  with 
three  childien,  viz:  Earl  Douglass,  George  L.  and 
Harriett.  Miss  Harriett  possesses  decided  musical 
talent,  and  is  a  vocalist  of  considerable  note.  She 
sings  in  the  Universalist  Church  at  Peoria,  and 
having  received  careful  training  for  a  long  lime 
from  efficient  vocal  teachers  will  no  doubt  achieve 
marked  success  in  the  musical  world. 

Our  subject  owns  valuable  farming  land  in  Knox, 
Peoria,  Fulton  and  Woodford  Counties,  and  real 
estate  in  Farmington    and    Peoria.     He    is    not  a 
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church  member,  but  if  he  has  any  preference  it  is 
towards  the  Universalist  Church.  His  father,  who 
bore  the  same  name,  was  a  cultivated  man  and  had 
represented  large  business  interests  all  his  life.  He 
was  a  man  of^singular  force  of  character,  and  was 
alvays  ready  to  assist  the  needy,  an<l  practice  jus- 
tice injevery  relation  of  life,  and  his  son,  having 
in  a  great  measure  inherited  these  traits,  is  natur- 
ally a  successful  and  popular  gentleman. 


-^'^^^i^^^O^'^f— 


J^;OSEPH  WESLEY  FISHER.  A  fine  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  to  whom  mathem;itical 
'  and  mechanical  ability  seem  natural,  the  gen- 
1  tleman  of  whom  this  brief  notice  is  written  is 
aiTexceedingly  intelligent  citizen  of  Fulton  County, 
where  he  prosecutes  his  avocation  as  a  contractor 
and  builder,  and  is  also  proprietor  of  an  hotel  at 
Middle  Grove.  Farmington  Township.  An  Inter- 
esting companion,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind 
father,  it  Is  not  surprising  that  he  enjoys  the  friend- 
ship of  the  entire  community  and  the  goodwill  of 
all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Fisher  comes  of  worthy  and  patriotic  lineage, 
his  great-grandfather,  J.acob  Smith,  serving  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  His  other  great-grandfather, 
Jolin  Fisher,  was  a  famous  frontiersman  in  the 
Indian  Wars.  Judge  Smith  was  a  prominent  man 
in  his  day,  and  the  entire  family,  on  both  sides,  is  an 
illustrious  one,  which  from  generation  to  generation 
wins  high  esteem  in  the  communities  where  its 
various  repiesentatives  reside.  Tiie  characteristic 
feature  of  the  family  is  n;echanical  genius  and  they 
have  one  and  all  manifested  great  skill  in  archi- 
leclure. 

The  fal'iieruf  our  subject  bore  the  name  of  Jacob 
Fisher,  and  was  the  son  of  John  P'isher,  a  success- 
ful farmer  in  Pennsylvania,  and  tradition  has  it 
that  bis  ancestors  settled  in  the  Keystone  State 
about  the  time  of  William  Penn.  Tlie  father  mar- 
rieil  Miss  Louisiana  Gardner,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  was  also  her  husband,  and  to  them  were 
born  eleven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
second    in    order  of    birth.     The  family,  in  1855, 


came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Fulton  County, 
where  the  father  became  prominent  and  served  for 
several  years  as  Supervisor  of  Young  Hickor}' 
Township,  being  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
He  is  now  residing  in  Oneida,  Knox  County,  this 
State,  and  although  he  has  attained  his  seventy- 
seventh  year,  is  as  active  as  a  boy  of  eighteen.  The 
mother  died  in  1S87  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  \"ears. 
They  were  highly  esteemed  in  this  county,  and  were 
regarded  as  among  its  worthiest  citizens. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  our  subject:  Christopher  Paul,  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  Company  B, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  is 
now  a  farmer  near  Rising,  Neb.;  next  in  order  of 
birth  is  our  subject;  Daniel  Moftit,  an  architect  and 
builder,  is  at  present  in  London  Mills;  Franklin 
Marian  lives  in  Middle  Grove;  Jacob  Edward  Grif- 
fin, an  attorney  in  Harper,  Kan.;  Homer  James 
Clark,  a  carpenter  and  contractor,  is  now  a  mer- 
chant in  Macomb.  111.;  Elizabeth  (Fisher)  Folmer, 
the  wife  of  a  farmer  in  Fairview  Township; 
Laura  Kate,  Mrs.  Barlow,  a  teacher  in  Canton,  111. 
He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  April  1,  1842.  in 
West  Newton,  Westmoreland  Count3-,  Pa.,  and 
passed  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  In  his  native 
1  place,  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  common  school 
I  eilucation  and  aiding  his  father  in  the  work  at  home. 
He  was  a  bright  and  Intelligent  lad,  full  of  fun'and 
frolic,  3'et  possessing  a  good  disiwsition  and  a  de- 
sire to  progress  in  his  studies.  In  1855  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  from  their  Eastern  home  to  the 
Ohio  River,  down  that  placid  stream  to  the  broad 
Mississippi,  then  up  the  Illinois  River  to  Liverpool, 
where  the^'  landed.  The  father  being  a  carpenter  hj' 
trade,  our  subject  was  enabled  at  an  early  age  to 
perfect  himself  ii\  this  calling. 

When  he  had  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  Mr. 
Fisher  Ijecame  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  Union,  and  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Infantry,  under  Capt.  O.  D.  Carpenter.  In 
the  same  company  were  three  uncles  of  Mr.  Fisher, 
five  cousins,  and  a  brother.  He  was  mustered  into 
'service  in  Peoria  in  1862,  and,  after  drilling  .at 
Camp  Fulton  about  six  weeks,  was  assigned  with 
his   company    to  Sherman's  Old   Fifteenth  Corps. 


II 
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They  participated  in  many  important  engagements, 
their  firsi  battle  being  at  Blaclt  River,  and  later 
they  were  engaged  at  Jackson.  Miss.,  Mission  Ridge, 
Resaca,  Big  Shanty.  Kencsaw  Mountain,  New  Hope, 
DMllas.  the  battle  of  .Tuly  22,  when  McPherson  fell, 
that  of  July  28  on  the  right  of  Atlanta,  Jonesbor- 
oiitjh.  Rough  and  Read3%  and  Atlanta. 

Of  his  e.vcellent  war  record  Mr.  Fisher  is  justly 
proud.  He  was  never  CAptured,  altiiough  in  some 
of  tlie  fieicest  battles  of  the  war.  He  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Griswoldville,  Ga.,  on  the  march  to 
the  sea,  where  Wolcot's  Brigade  of  fourteen 
hundred,  met  tea  times  their  number  of  rebels  in 
an  open  field  fight,  and  after  four  hours  of  hard 
fighting  drove  them  in  confusion  from  the  field, 
killing  and  capturing  more  than  the  victorious 
parly  numbered.  Mr.  Fisher  was  severel}'  wounded, 
being  shot  through  the  thigh  by  a  minie  ball,  which 
lie  carried  two  months  before  it  was  extracted,  and 
which  is  still  ill  his  possession.  He  was  sent  to 
l)faufoit,  S.  C.  and  remained  in  the  hospital  for 
.some  time,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to  New 
York,  and  from  the  hospital  of  that  city  was  hon- 
orably discharged  May  22,  18G5. 

Immediatelj'  after  his  discharge  Mr.  Fisher  re- 
turned home,  and  in  the  winter  of  1865-66  attended 
Eastman's  Business  College  in  Chicago.  For  several 
years  he  continued  to  advance  his  education  by 
teaching  during  the  winter  and  attending  school  in 
summer.  He  ordered  goods  to  start  In  the  mercan- 
tile business  in  1868,  in  Maquon,  but  was  burned 
out  before  they  were  opened.  Undismayed,  how- 
ever, by  this  unfortunate  occurrence,  he  re-com- 
menced his  duties  as  a  teacher.  He  subsequently 
labored  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  his  industry 
and  unflagging  perseverance  have  brought  to  him  a 
hiuli  reputation  among  his  fellow-men.  He  now 
ranks  among  the  leading  contractors  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
and  is  serving  as  Deacon. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Fisher  was  his  union,  October  18,  1871,  to  Miss 
Addie  Flake,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Nelson)  Flake.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
Illinois,  whither  thej'  had  come  from  their  native 
Stales,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the 
mother  of  Pennsylvania.   At  the  early  age  of  thiity- 


seven  years  the  father  died  at  his  home  in  Union 
Township.  The  mother  survives  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  ye.ars,  and  resides  with  her  children. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  viz:  Charles, 
Addie,  William,  Frank  and  John.  To  our  subject 
an<l  his  estimable  wife  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  Laura  Edith,  Anna  Gertrude.  William 
Herbert,  Homer  Ralph.  Harry  LeRoy  and  Franklin 
Earl.  The  children  are  bright  and  refined,  and 
are  receiving  excellent  training  in  the  schools  of 
the  town  and  under  careful  home  influences. 


y 


ILLIAM  P.  MILES.  The  native-born  cit- 
izens of  this  county  are  coming  rajiidly  to 
*^^  the  front  in  various  lines  of  work;  partic- 
ularly in  agriculture,  which  is  pre-cniineiitly  the 
occupation  of  the  residents  herein.  The  gentle- 
man above  named  is  one  of  the  slirewtiest,  most 
intelligent  farmers  of  Waterford  Township,  worth- 
ily representing  an  honored  ancestry.  He  be- 
gan his  life  career  with  no  capital  but  his  natural 
endowments,  a  common-school  education  and  a 
strong  will.  Although  comparatively  young  Ik- 
has  already  made  a  small  fortune  and  has  a  liomc 
of  great  comfort. 

Before  entering  upon  the  life  of  our  subject  it 
will  not  be  amiss  to  note  some  facts  in  the  ances- 
tr.al  record.  Benjamin  Miles,  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  March  11.1754,  and  was 
one  of  the  colony  that  accompanied  Gen.  Rufus 
Putnam  to  Ohio  in  1791,  three  years  after  Gen. 
Putnam's  first  settlement.  The  first  six  years 
of  residence  was  spent  in  the  fort  of  Marietta,  after 
which  Mr.  Miles  removed  to  Belpre,  sixteen  miles 
below,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  land.  He 
erected  a  rude  log  house,  ojiened  a  public  tavern, 
being  one  of  the  early  landlords  of  the  Stale,  and 
cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  There  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  October  2!».  1817. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Hannah  Buck- 
minster.  She  was  born  June  21,  1781.  She  and  lur 
husb.and  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  she  used  to  ride  on  horseback  to  meet- 
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ing.  It  is  related  that  at  one  time  slie  rode  to 
Newark,  one  hundred  miles  distant,  to  visit  her 
son,  the  Rev.  Solomon  S.  Miles.  She  died  Septem- 
ber 0,1825. 

The  children  in  the  family  of  the  couple  above 
mentioned  were:  Joseph  B.  and  Benjamin  II. 
(twins),  James  L.,  Lucy  AV.,  William  Moore,  Mary 
P.  (Mrs.  Stadman),  Berzilla  (Mrs.  Taphan),  Solon 
S.,  John  E.  and  Rufus  W.  Benjamin  was 
born  In  Rutland,  Mass.,  Januarj'  21,  1781,  and  was 
ten-years  old  when  he  went  to  Ohio  with  his  pa- 
rents. He  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller,  and  being 
a  natural  mechanic  worked  also  at  those  of  a  black- 
smith and  carpenter.  In  1830,  accompanied  by 
his  six  children,  his  wife  having  died  in  1828.  he 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  making  the  removal  witli  a 
team.  He  carried  his  household  goods,  together 
with  provisions,  cooking  and  camping  by  the  way. 
The  route  for  a  great  portion  of  the  way  lay 
tlirough  a  wilderness  and  the  roads  were  very  bad. 
The  party  always  observed  the  Lord's  day  by  rest- 
ing. 

After  four  weeks  of  travel  the  party  arrived  in 
this  county.  Mr.  Miles  located  in  Lewistown,  which 
was  th:!n  but  a  hamlet,  and  of  which  not  one  of  the 
residents  at  that  time  is  now  left  here.  Mr.  Miles 
had  visited  the  place  a  short  time  before  and 
bought  four  blocks  of  real  estate,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  lots  on  one  block.  There  was  a  good 
log  house  and  a  log  shop  suitable  for  blacksmithing 
and  carpentry  on  the  land,  and  there  the  new  owner 
carried  on  the  blacksmith's  trade  for  six  years. 
During  that  time  he  purchased  a  farm  in  AV^aterford 
T'ownship,  removed  his  family  thither  and  took  up 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  continued  to  farm  until 
his  death,  Januarj'  3,  1844.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Ohio,  and  served  as 
Deacon,  but  after  coming  here  he  joined  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  was  the  first  elder  of  the  soci- 
ety in  Lewistown. 

Tlie  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Miles 
was  Persis  Maria  Burlingame.  She  was  born  in 
Rutland,  Mass.,  September  21,  1788,  and  died  in 
Bel  pre.  Ohio,  in  1828.  Her  father,  Christopher 
Burlingame  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  17.t3,  and 
went  to  Ohio  with  Gen.  Putnam  in  1791.  He  had 
Icnrnod  the  hatter's  trade,  and  established  the  l)usi- 


ness  at  Marietta,  being  undoubtedly  the  first  hatter 
in  Ohio.  He  followed  the  trade  many  years,  and 
died  at  Marietta  July  12,  1841.  His  wife,  Susan- 
nah, was  the  daughter  of  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam,  the 
pioneer  settler  of  Oliio,  and  she  also  died  at  Mar- 
ietta. 

Benjamin  and  Persis  (Burlingame)  Miles  reared 
six  children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following: 
Christopher  B.,  died  July  26,  1870,  in  Waterford 
Township,  this  county;  Hannah  B.,  who  married 
Francis  Foote,  died  April  13,  1842,  in  Iowa;  Isa- 
bella is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Egbert,  and  resides  in 
Stark  County,  this  State;  Arthur  lives  in  Platte 
County,  Neb.;  Persis  P..  the  widow  of  Jacob  B. 
Foote.  lives  in  Lewistown,  and  is  one  of  tlie  oldest 
residents  of  that  city;  Joseph,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  died  February  16,  1863. 

Joseph  Miles  was  born  at  Belpre.  Ohio,  and  came 
to  this  State  with  his  father  in  1830,  when  a  mere 
lad.  Some  of  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in 
Lewistown,  but  the  greater  part  on  the  farm  in 
Waterford  Township,  where  he  attended  school  in 
the  old  log  school  house  of  that  time.  Soon  after 
his  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  May  2,  1851. 
Mr.  Miles  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our 
subject,  on  section  6,  Waterford  Township,  occu- 
pying it  until  his  death,  February  16,1863.  He 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  well 
liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  politics  he  wjis  a 
Democrat.  He  held  the  office  of  Township  Collec- 
tor in  1850,  that  of  Town  Clerk  in  1852,  and  that 
of  Supervisor  in   1853. 

The  wife  of  Joseph  Miles  and  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, bore  the  maiden  name  of  Isabella  Porter. 
She  was  born  in  Mercer,  now  Lawrence  County, 
Pa.,  and  died  in  August,  1890.  Her  father,  Will- 
iam Porter,  likewise  a  native  of  Lawrence  County, 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  later  in  life  a  mer- 
chant. He  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  during  a  term  of  three  years.  He 
moved  to  this  eountj' in  1845,  spent  a  year  on  a 
farm  and  then  began  hotel-keeping  in  Lewistown, 
continuing  tlie  occupation  until  his  career  was  cut 
short  by  an  untimely  death.  He  was  born  in  1800 
and  died  in  1849.  He  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Tlr-  mother  of  Mrs.  Joseph 
Miles   w.as  b(nu   in    Mercer  Counlv,  Pa.,  in    1807, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


and  slic  also  died  in  1849,  the  month  of  herdeeease 
being  Febvuaix.  Like  her  husband  she  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Presbyterian  Cluircli.  She  had  borne 
the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Hezici).  Slie  was  tlie 
iMotiier  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to 
maturit}-,  viz. :  Samuel,  Isab'lla  (Mrs.  Miles),  Na- 
thaniel, James,  Klizabelh    M.,  Woods  ami   Robert. 

WilliaTi  P.  Miles,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  l)orn  July  12,  18.04,  and  spent  his  child- 
hood in  Waterford  Township,  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  from  the  age  of  six  to  ten  years.  At 
that  time,  the  fatlier  iiaving  died  the  year  before, 
the  family  removed  to  Lewistown  where  the  lad 
uttended  school  in  the  winter  for  five  or  six  years 
and.  worlved  at  odd  jobs  during  tlie  summer.  lie 
was  pursuing  iiis  studies  in  the  highest  room  in 
the  public  schools  when  he  ceased  his  attendance, 
lie  worked  in  a  brickyard  four  summers,  and  in 
1  873  settled  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  lias 
since  been  cultivating.  In  1S8'2  he  bought  out 
tlie  other  heirs,  and  January  17,  1883,  added  to  it 
sixty  acres  adjoining.  The  whole  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  is  nicely  improved,  and  under  good 
cultivation.  Excellent  crops  are  raised  as  well  as 
considerable  stock  of  good  quality.  The  family 
residence  is  a  neatly  p?inted  two-story  frame  house, 
one  of  the  best  in  the  township,  and  the  various 
outbuildings  are  substantial  and  commodious. 

March  7,  1878,  Mr.  Miles  led  to  tiie  hymeneal  al- 
tar Miss  Ilaltie  Eveland,  who  was  born  in  Linn 
County,  Kan.,  October  29,  1859.  Mrs.  Miles  h.as 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  from  girl- 
hood, wears  her  religion  as  an  everyday  garment, 
and  exerts  a  good  influence  be^'ond  the  walls  of 
her  own  liome.  Her  interesting  children  are  being 
carefully  reared,  both  parents  ardently  desiring  to 
tit  them  for  useful  and  honorable  careers.  The  fam- 
ily record  is  as  follows:  Edward  B.,  born  October 
2G,  1879;  Carrie  E.,  September  8.  1881;  Mary  B., 
January  13,  1883;  Nellie  R.,  February  10,  1887, 
and  Ilattie  M.,  April  12,  1889. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Miles  are  Chandler  and 
Catherine  (Ackerson)  Eveland,  both  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  Their  family  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing living  children:  Hattie  J.,  Eva,  Jennie  F., 
Elizabeth,  Dora  M.  .and  Katie  B.  Two  died  when 
quite  yi)ung.     The  family  circle,  of  which  our  sub- 


ject makes  one,  includes  also  Elizalieth,  now  r'.e- 
ceased,  who  was  born  December  19,  18r)7;  Ed- 
ward C,  born  January  22,  I860;  an<l  George  F.. 
born  June  18,  1862. 

The  political  adherence  of  Mr.  Mihs  is  ;;iveii  to 
the  principles  of  Democracy.  He  held  the  otlice 
of  Road  Oversoer  in  1879,  Collector  in  18S8.  and 
Assessor  in  1889.  lie  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  since  1880  and  School  Trustee  since  1882. 
It  vvill  thus  be  seen  that  he  is  considered  worthy 
of  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-men  and  capable  of 
advancing  their  interests.  Since  April,  I8S8,  he 
has  been  a  member  of  Lewistown  Post,  No.  228, 
M.  AV^.  A.,  and  likewise  belongs  to  Commonwealth 
Chapter,  No.  60,  of  the  I.  O.  M.  A.  at  Lewistown. 


EWMAN  McKINNEY  owns  and  operates 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  the  fine 
fli/^  land  whose  productiveness  has  made  this 
county  the  garden  spot  of  Illinois.  It  is  situated 
on  sections  28  and  33,  in  a  favorable  location,  and 
has  been  supplied  with  a  comfortable  farm  house  rnd 
all  the  accompaniments  in  the  way  of  lianis,  sheds, 
etc.,  that  are  needed  in  proper!}'  carrying  on  the  do- 
mestic and  farm  economy.  Mr.  McKinney  has 
made  the  greater  part  of  his  money  b}-  raising 
hogs  and  corn. 

Mr.  McKinney  is  a  native  of  Newton,  N.  J., 
where  his  parents,  John  and  Ann  (Current)  Mc- 
Kinney, were  likewise  born.  His  father,  who  was 
a  farmer,  died  in  1855.  at  the  .age  of  forty-nine 
years.  His  mother  had  died  two  years  before, 
being  but  thirty-eight  years  of  age  when  called 
hence.  She  left  five  children  and  had  two  lost 
sons — James  and  Franklin — in  infancy.  Harriet, 
the  oldest  child,  is  now  the  widow  of  L.  O.  Slier- 
bern  and  lives  in  Brooklyn;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
John  N.  Morgan,  a  well-to-do  farmer,  who  lives  in 
Galva,  Henry  Countj';  Ellen  married  Calvin  Batty, 
their  home  being  in  Champaign  County;  Samuel 
is  a  farmer  in  Champaign  County;  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  the  fourth  member  of  the  family  circle. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  January  8, 
1838,     Being  the  older  .son,  and  his  father  having 
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been  bedridden  for  two  years  prior  to  his  demise, 
the  lad  had  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  the 
farm  and  the  liousphold  when  ir.  his  fifteenth  year. 
He  continued  in  charge  of  his  father's  farm  for  two 
years  after  the  death  of  the  parent.  He  then 
thought  that  he  would  like  to  see  the  AVest  and 
quit  stumping  his  toes  against  the  rocks  and  briais 
of  New  Jersey.  He  turned  his  footsteps  westward 
and  making  his  way  to  Peoria,  was  soon  engaged 
with  a  farmer  in  Canton  Township.  Tiiis  was  in 
1858,  and  although  the  country  seemed  well 
adapted  for  agriculture  tiie  j'oung  man  was  disap- 
pointed and  homesick.  He  says:  "lu  fact,  I  was 
homesick  for  fifteen  3'ears,  until  I  w^ent  back  East, 
but  there  I  found  things  so  changed  that  I  was 
satisfied  with  Illinois." 

In  1860  Mr.  McKinney  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  prairie  lan<l  ntar  Galva,  which  he  placed  under 
partial  improvement.  He  did  not  retain  his  owner- 
ship of  it  long,  but  sold  out,  having  purchased 
another  farm  of  forty  acres  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, which  was  under  high  cultivation  and  bore 
better  improvements.  This  was  his  possession  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1863.  After  that 
happy  event  he  made  his  home  in  Galva  about  six 
months,  and  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  forms  a  part  of  his  present  estate. 
Some  seven  years  since  he  bought  another  tract 
consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  brings  his 
estate  up  to  a  goodly  size.  By  the  members  of 
his  class  he  is  regarded  as  an  A  'So.  1  farmer,  and 
their  opinion  will  not  be  disputed  by  any  wlio  visit 
his  home. 

The  wife  of  jNIr.  AIcKinney  is  a  native  of  Can- 
ton Township,  and  prior  to  her  mariiage  was 
known  as  Miss  Irena  Andrews.  She  is  an  excellent 
housekeeper,  a  good  neighbor,  an  efficient  helpmate 
and  devoted  mother.  Her  children  are:  Henry, 
William  Grant,  Samuel  L.,  Frank,  Clarence,  Belie, 
Kate  and  Hattie.  Henry  married  May  Cosier  and 
has  two  children^Ivan  N.  and  Viola;  he  resides 
on  a  part  of  his  father's  farm.  William  G.  is  a 
farmer  in  Buckheart  Township;  he  married  Lizzie 
Hill  and  has  two  children — Marie  and  Rossie.  The 
other  members  of  the  family  still  brighten  the 
home  fireside.  The  oldest  daughter.  Belle,  has  a 
keen  intellect  and  a  decided  aptitude  for  the  prac. 


tical  application  of  business  principles.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Business  College  at  Canton,  and  is 
thoroughly  qualified  to  support  herself  should  any 
need  arise  of  her  exercising  her  talents. 

Mr.  McKinney  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  school  affairs.  He  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  and  has  done  efficient  work  as  such 
for  twenty  years.  He  is  one  of  the  standi  merabe-s 
of  the  Republican  party,  whose  vote  can  always  be 
counted  on.  His  religious  belief  is  expressed  in 
the  creed  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  he  is  identified 
witli  the  society  of  that  denomination  in  Canton. 
He  is  undoubtedly  looked  upon  with  as  great  a  de- 
gree of  respect  as  any  citizen  in  this  vicinity,  and 
possesses  as  manj'  genuine  friends  as  any  man  can 
boast.  He  is  of  Irish  ancestry  in  the  paternal  line, 
his  great-grandfather  McKinney  having  been  born  in 
tiieJ^merald  Isle.  He  emigrated  to  America  and  be- 
came the  owner  of  large  estates  in  New  Jersey. 
He  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  side  of  llie  Tories, 
fearing  that  the  English  would  gain  the  day  and 
confiscate  the  property  of  the  Whigs  when  tiie 
struggle  for  American  independence  took  phicc. 
In  the  maternal  line  Mr.  McKinney  is  descend. mI 
from  Daniel  Younss,  a  native  of  Holland,  wlio 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as   a  patrolman. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  McKinney,  Henry  V.  An- 
drews, was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  State, 
having  been  brought  hither  by  his  parents  when 
but  a  child.  This  was  in  1819,  when  Peoria  was 
but  an  Indian  trading-post.  The  following  year 
his  parents  died  within  three  days  of  each  other, 
and  he  was  thus  left  an  orphan  at  the  tender  age 
of  seven  years.  He  was  adopted  into  the  family  of 
his  brother-in-law,  D.  W.  Barnes,  and  reared  by 
tiiat  gentleman  in  the  wilds  of  B'ulton  County.  He 
may  be  said  to  have  had  a  "log  cabin"  education, 
as  he  attended  the  first  school  at  Peoria,  then  Ft. 
Clark,  and  also  the  first  one  in  Canton,  both  of 
which  were  held  in  log  buddings.  His  early  sur- 
roundings were  those  of  a  sparsely  settled  prairie 
and  his  playmates  the  children  of  the  red  men  who 
then  trod  the  sod  where  the  thrifty  city  of  Canton 
is  now  located.  Pages  could  easily  be  written  of 
his  interesting  and  at  times  hazardous  experiences, 
now  joining' in  the  sports  of  the  little  savages,  now 
wending    his  way   to  school,  and  again   taking  part 
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in  the  deer  liunts,  Christmas  dinners  and  otlierlioli- 
diiy  festivities  whose  liilarity  enlivened  those  early 
times.  lie  j^ives  a  fjlowing  description  of  the  first 
Ith  of  July  celebration  in  this  county,  where  he 
listened  to  the  oratorical  efforts  of  William  Ems, 
who  did  the  '-spread  eagle"  act  in  lumor  of  the 
Nation's  birthday. 

In  1824  Mr.  Andrews  removed  to  Canton  Tovvn- 
sliip.  settling  about  one  mile  northwest  of  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Canton,  where  not  even  the  vestige  of  a 
hamlet  was  then  to  be  seen.  The  year  l!-'.27  found 
him  working  in  the  le.ad  mines  of  Galena,  and  in 
l.s:>2,  while  still  in  his  toens.  he  was  engaged  in  the 
famous  Black  Hawk  War.  At  its  dose  he  returned 
to  this  county  and  settled  down  to  farming.  I'Y-b- 
riiary  25,  1840,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Shane, 
who  was  born  in  Virginia  .ind  came  with  her 
father,  James  Shane,  to  this  section  at  an  early  day. 
Mr.  Andrews  is  now  seventy- five  years  old  and  his 
wife  sixty-eight.  They  still  live  near  Canton. 
They  have  had  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. These  are:  Hervey  L.,  of  Peoria;  Mrs.  L.  V. 
Randolph,  of  Joshua  Township;  Mrs.  Newman  Mc- 
Kinnoy;  George  B.;  Abner  B.;FrankB.;  Sadie  mar- 
ried I.onis  Kruse,  and  they  live  in  Peoria:  and 
Curwin  II. 

W^  HILIP  RKIHM.    The  fine  place  owned  and 

jl  Jl)  occupied  by  this  gentleman  consists  of  two 
v^L/    hundred  and  ten  acres  on  sections  27  and 

)1\  28,  Young  Hickory  Township,  watered  by 
Coal  Creek  and  the  living  water  from  several 
springs.  The  dwelling  is  a  capacious,  homelike 
strncture,  26x28  feet,  erected  in  1883,  and  sur- 
rounded by  orchard  and  shade  trees,  and  other  evi- 
dences of  good  taste.  A  barn,  30x36  feet,  was  put 
up  in  1886,  and  the  estate  is  further  supplied  with 
structures  necessary  and  convenient.  The  latest 
improvements  in  the  way  of  machinery  are  used  by 
.Mr.  Reihm,  who  holds  a  high  position  among  the 
agritulturists  of  the  vicinity. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  born  in  the 
village  of  Marbach,  two  miles  from  Sweedbriggen, 
March  17,  1834.     His  birthpl.ace   was  a   farm    vil- 


lage supplied  with  good  schools,  where  he  studied 
from  six  until  fourteen  years  old  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  the  land.  He  also  became  acquainted 
with  farm  labor,  remaining  with  hi.s  father  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  old.  when,  believing  that  bet- 
ter opportunities  awaited  him  in  .\mtrica,  he  de- 
cided to  come  hither. 

In  the  spring  of  1851  young  Reilim  sailed  from 
Havre.  France,  on  the  American  ship  •'Klectric." 
which  reached  New  York  after  a  somewhat  exciting 
passage  of  forty-two  days.  The  vessel  was  be- 
calmed three  weeks,  after  which  a  storm  arose.  The 
Captain  had  become  intoxicated,  and  when  ho  be- 
gan issuing  commands,  did  not  know  what  he  was 
saying.  The  first  mate,  realizing  the  situation,  gave 
a  contrary  command,  at  which  the  sailors  stopped 
their  maneuvers.  An  altercation  arose  between  the 
captain  and  mate,  which  ended  in  the  former  being 
kicked  into  his  room  and  locked  up.  In  twentj'- 
four  hours  the  boat  was  in  New  York  harbor, 
whereas,  bad  the  captain's  orders  been  carried  out 
it  would  probably  have  gone  down  in  the  gale. 
During  the  voyage  the  passengers  had  been  in 
close  proximity  to  icebergs  and  a  school  of  whales. 

Mr.  lleihm,  after  landing  among  strangers,  went 
on  to  Oneida  County,  where  he  worked  out  the 
first  year  for  $80,  his  wages  being  advanced  the 
next  year  to  ^10  per  month,  and  afterward  still 
further  increased.  He  remained  in  that  county 
four  and  one-half  years,  working  on  three  different 
places  during  that  time.  In  the  fall  of  1858  he 
came  to  Illinois  by  rail,  stopping  at  Prairie  City, 
and  thence  coming  on  to  Ellisville.  In  this  neigh- 
borhood he  worked  out  by  the  month  until  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when,  firmly  con- 
vinced of  the  justice  of  the  Union  cause,  he  entered 
the  army.  In  August,  1862,  he  was  enrolled  in 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  going  from  Fairview  to  Peoria,  was 
mustered  in  and  sent  South. 

The  company  commander  was  Capt.  Wycoff,  un- 
der whose  leadership  our  suiiject  was  soon  engaged 
in  martial  affrays.  The  first  service  of  the  com- 
pany was  chasing  Price's  men,  guarding  roads  and 
skirmishing  for  about  a  year.  Mr.  Reihm  was  then 
left  at  the  Memphis  lios|ntal  sick,  and  on  recover- 
ing rejoined  his    regiment  .at   Black    River.     The 
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boj'S  were  in  the  lenr  at  Yicksburg,  then  went  up 
the  Mississippi  to  Memphis,  whence  they  marched 
to  Cliattanooga,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge.  Before  the  engagement  the  brigade 
to  which  our  subject  belonged  was  sent  on  a  flank 
movement  around  the  ridge,  and  Price  getting  af- 
ter them,  they  came  near  being  cut  off  from  the 
rest  of  the  forces  and  captured.  They,  however, 
got  back  across  the  river,  and  held  a  place  ou  the 
left  during  the  engagement.  After  the  battle  they 
moved  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Scottsburg,  where 
they  went  into  winter  quarters. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  they  joined  Sherman,  but 
our  subject,  who  had  in  the  meantime  been  again 
taken  sick,  was  left  behind.  He  was  detailed  for 
garrison  duty  at  KuntsviiJe,  Ala.,  until  Hood's  re- 
turn to  that  neighborhood,  when  ho  went  back  to 
Nashville.  His  next  duty  was  to  guard  men  to 
and  from  their  commands,  having  from  twenty  to 
sixty  men  under  his  command.  He  was  taken  sick 
again  two  montiis  before  his  discharge,  having 
taken  cold,  and  over  exerted  himself.  His  dis- 
charge was  received  at  the  Nashville  hospital  May 
15,  1865,  and  coming  to  Springfield,  111.,  he  was 
|)Mid  off  and  Lhen  came  to  Fairview. 

Mr.  Reihm  again  went  to  work  as  a  farm  lahorer, 
but  in  the  fall  purchased  one  jjundred  and  sixteen 
acres  of  his  present  place.  He  was  joined  in  the 
enterprise  by  Mr.  .1.  L.  Fingel.  his  father-in-law  and 
his  brother-in-law,  but  the  land  was  divided  between 
them  in  1866.  There  were  scarcel3'  any  improve- 
ments upon  the  laud,  but  Mr.  Reihm  took  posses- 
sion and  at  once  began  to  clear  and  grub  out  the 
timber  and  break  the  sod.  He  went  in  debt  for 
stock  and  machinery,  but  from  year  to  year  paid 
off  his  indebtedness  and  improved  hiscireumslances. 
He  replaced  the  log  cabin  which  was  his  first  home, 
by  the  substantial  dwelling  lie  now  occupies,  set 
out  apple  and  peach  trees,  built  fences  and  olher- 
n-ise  brought  up  the  place  to  its  present  excellent 
condition.  He  added  to  his  share  of  the  original 
purchase,  making  the  Ijome  farm  the  size  before 
noted,  and  owns  also  twenty  acres  of  timber  land 
on  section  "27.  He  raises  both  grain  and  stock,  the 
latter  being  of  high  grade.  His  horses  are  graded 
Norman  and  Clydesdales,  and  some  eight  liead  arc 
generally  to  be  seen  on  the  place.     Two  teams  are 


[  employed  in  cultivating  the  soil  and  caring  for  the 
produce.     Mr.  Reihm    feeds    about    a  car  load   of 

I    hogs  and  cattle  per  year. 

j  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Reihm  and  Miss  Catherine 
A.  Fingel  was  solemnized  in  Deerfield  Township, 
November  12,  1865.  The  bride  was  born  near  Du- 
denhofen,  Germany,  June  27,  1848.  She  was  six 
years  ohl  when  her  parents  emigrated  to  America, 
and  soon  as  she  was  old  enough  she  worked  her  own 
way  in  life.  Her  father,  John  L.  Fingel,  was  born 
in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  was  a  farmer 
there.  In  1854  he  crossed  the  briny  deep,  and  set- 
tled in  Deerfield  Township.  He  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  there,  upon  which 
he  resides  and  which  he  has  thoroughly  improved. 
His  wife,  formerly  Margaret  Walter,  is  also  a  na- 
tive of  Germany.  The}'  are  identified  with  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Their  family  comprised  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Reihm  being  the  young- 
est. The  oldest  child,  Peter,  died  in  Deerfield 
Township;  Marj'  is  now  Mrs.  Marr,  of  Iowa;  Henr}' 
lives  on  the  homestead. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reihm  eightchildren  liavebeen 
born,  named  respectively:  Henry,  Katie,  Charles, 
Frank.  Frederick,  Philip,  Jr.,  Albert,  and  Sylves- 
ter. Henry  is  clerking  and  doing  other  work  in 
Fairview;  Katie  is  also  employed  in  that  village; 
Charles  and  Frederick  are  at  work  near  that  place; 
the  other  members  of  the  family  are  yet  at  home. 
Mr.  Reihm  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as 
School  Director.  He  belongs  to  Casper  Shleich 
Post,  No.  618,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Ellisville,  and  has  been 
Orderly.  He  is  a  true  Republican,  labors  actively 
to  .advance  the  party  principles,  and  was  delegate  to 
county  conventions  until  he  resigned  from  that 
honor.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Coal  Creek,  which  he  assisted  in  building  up,  and 
of  which  he  has  been  Deacon.  Ho  is  as  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  public  welfare  as  an}-  man  in  this 
vicinity,  and  onjo.vs  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 
His  good  wife  is  one  of  the  most  highly  honored 
ladies  in  the  township,  fully  deserving  of  the  rc])u- 
tation  which  she  bears. 

Our  subject  is  a  grandson  of  Daniel  Reihm,  a 
Bavarian  farmer  who  owned  much  property.  He 
was  a  Justice  and  Mayor  of  Marb.ach.  The  family 
was  one  of  prominence,  and  had  long  lived  in  that 
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vicinit}'.  The  fattier  of  our  subject  was  reared 
there,  followed  the  ancestral  occupation,  and  be- 
cjime  the  owner  of  a  farm.  He  was  considerably 
interested  in  stock-raising  as  well  as  in  tilling  tlie 
soil.  He  drew  iiiniself  free  from  army  service.  He 
was  a  Squire,  transacting  tiie  business  of  the  town. 
He  died  in  1864,  clieered  by  the  faith  of  the  Evan- 
j;,^lical  Ciiurch. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  wns  Louisa  Casper,  a 
Bavarian  lady  who  breathed  her  last  in  18.J3.  She 
was  born  in  Auerbach,  where  her  father,  Daniel  Cas- 
per, was  engaged  In  farming.  She  bore  her  hus- 
band six  children — Daniel,  Philip,  Belcher,  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Brady;  Apeline  (Mrs.  Dalhauser) ;  and 
Margaret  (Mrs.  Noe).  The  latter  is  living  in  Ohir), 
being  the  onl\'  one  besides  our  subject  who  has 
emigrated  to  America. 


i  ll;ILLI.AM  B.  MARTIN,  M.  D..  is  a  fine  rep- 
\  -Jll  resentative  of  the"  young  physicians  of 
V^  Fulton  County,  who  are  successfully  en- 
u.igod  in  the  practice  of  their  noble  calling.  He  is 
a  young  gentleman  of  marked  enterprise  and  much 
ability,  and  an  honorable  and  remunerative  career 
appears  to  lie  before  him  In  the  fields  of  politics 
and  medicine. 

The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in 
Coal  Valley,  Rock  Island  County,  IMarch  7,  1860. 
Ills  father.  Dr.  Thomas  Martin,  came  from  Colum- 
biana County,  Ohio,  to  Illinois  and  died  in  Rock 
Island  County  in  the  month  of  April,  1890,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years.  He  was  a  very  prominent 
citizen  in  that  part  of  the  State  and  was  at  one  time 
Supervisor,  representing  Coal  Vallej-  on  the  Rock 
Island  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  was  also 
Postmaster  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  an 
officer  in  the  war  an. I  served  gallantly  as  Captain 
of  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantrj-.  He  was  pre-eminent  in  the  re- 
ligious and  social  life  of  his  (community,  and  was 
the  leading  organizer  of  the  Coal  Valley  Presby- 
terian Chnrch,  towards  the  support  of  which  he 
contributed  liberally,  acting  .as  its  ruling  Elder  to 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  early  life  Thomas  JIartin  married  Miss  Mary 


A.  Connelly,  a  native  of  Ireland.  She  survives  her 
husband  and  is  now  fifty-eight  years  old.  She  is  a 
most  estimable  lady  and  a  respected  resident  of 
Coal  Valley.  Prior  to  this  union  Mr.  Martin  had 
been  married  before  and  by  that  marriage  had  one 
child,  Walter  B.  who  is  s'.,ill  living.  Our  subject's 
mother  had  also  been  married  before  slie  met  Mr. 
Martin,  her  first  husband's  name  being  William 
Brown.  She  had  no  cliildren  by  that  marriage. 
By  tile  union  with  the  father  of  oursubject  she  had 
three  children:  William  Brown,  our  subject,  Thomas 
R.  and  Minnie.  The  latter  is  a  successful  te.aeher 
and  had  charge  of  the  primary  department  of  the 
Norrls  Schools  in  the  season  of  1889-90.  Tliom.as 
R.  is  engaged  as  clerk  for  the  Coal  Valley  Mining 
Company  in  Rock  Island. 

Dr.  Martin,  of  whom  we  write,  spent  the  early 
years  of  his  life  in  his  native  county  and  when  a 
bo}'  began  to  clerk  in  his  father's  drug-store.  He 
was  given  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education, 
and  after  attending  the  Coal  Valley  High  School  he 
w.as  astudent  in  the  Scientific  Department  of  Knox 
College  three  years  and  ranked  .as  a  junior  when 
he  left  college  to  teach.  His  first  experience  as  a 
teacher  was  in  the  spring  of  1878-79  in  a  country' 
school  in  Rural  Township,  Rock  Island  County,  III. 
In  1883-84  he  was  Principal  of  the  Rapids  City 
High  School.  _  The  next  tvvo  j'ears  he  acted  in  the 
same  capacity  in  the  Coal  Valley  High  School.  He 
made  a  decided  success  as  a  teacher  but  had  a  pro- 
nounced taste  for  the  medical  profession  and 
abandoned  teaching  to  prepare  himself  for  his 
chosen  calling. 

In  the  fall  of  1886  our  subject  entered  Rush 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  '88  from  that  institution.  He  took 
a  special  course  in  Dental  Surgery  and  Pathology, 
and  thus  well  equipped  for  his  vocation  became  to 
Norris  to  establish  himself  in  practice.  He  had 
previously  made  the  .acquaintance  of  T.  W.  Will- 
iams, the  owner  of  the  Norrls  coal  mines,  who  in- 
duced him  to  locate  here  and  made  a  contract  with 
him  to  act  as  mine  surgeon.  He  built  a  well-ap- 
pointed office  here  in  1888  and  enjoys  a  very  fair 
practice. 

The  Doctor  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Norris 
In  the   month  of  December,  1H89,  and  is  discharg- 
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ing  work  thus  devolving  upon  biin  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned,  as  he  is  always  courteous, 
]irompt  and  obliging.  lift  joined  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity at  Canton,  in  1889,  and  is  a  member  of 
Canton  Lodge  No.  7:51.  He  is  an  ardent  young 
Republican  and  is  influential  in  the  political  life  of 
his  community. 


^S^^SCAR  M.  CARVER.  This  gentleman  ir,  a 
(((  ll)  representative  in  tlio  third  generation  of  old 
^^  settlers  in  Fulton  County,  and  of  Southern- 
born  ancestors.  His  grandfather.  Pleasant  M.  Car- 
ver, was  born  in  Albemarle  ("ounty,  Va.,  January, 
1788,  and  died  on  his  farm  in  IJuckheart  Township, 
tills  county,  November  i'l,  1876.  His  nife,  form- 
erly Catherine  Shryock,  died  some  time  before  his 
own  decease.  They  had  come  hither  from  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.,  in  1833.     They  bad' nine  children. 

The  natal  day  of  Allen  Carver,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  October  29,  1819,  and  his  birthplace 
Lexington,  Madison  County.  Ky.  He  grew  to  ma- 
turity in  Fulton  County,  111.,  marrying  Elizabeth 
Mahannah,  liie  ceremony  taking  place  June  7,  1854. 
Mrs.  ("arver  was  born  in  Buckheart  Township,  July 
5,  1829.  her  parents  having  come  hither  from  Penn- 
sylvania, a;id  removed  to  Fairbnry,  Livingston 
County,  about  1850.  Die  family  of  Allen  Carver 
and  his  wife  consisted  of  t!ie  following  children, 
namely:  Mary  E.,  Benjamin  C,  Catherine  Eliza, 
Cornelius  Benton,  Emma  Elizabeth,  Oscar  M.,  and 
Annie  Sirrilda.  Benjamin  C.  was  born  November 
7,  1860,  and  died  June  19,  1866;  Catherine,  born 
February  20,  1858,  married  James  Rosin  of  Buck- 
heart  Township,  November  29,  1879;  Cornelius, 
born  November  7.  1859,  died  February  14,  1866; 
Emma,  born  May  20,  1861,  married  Edwin  AVheeler 
of  Canton,  in  November,  1882;  Annie,  born  No- 
vember 25,  1868,  is  living  witli  her  uncle,  Gideon 
Carver,  in  this  township. 

Oscar  Marvin  Carver,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
born  in  Buckheart  Township,  October  19,  1866, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1867  had  deeded  to  him  by  his 
father  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing that  on  which  he  now  lives.     Of  the   property 


then  deeded  to  him  he  had  sold  ninety- five  acres, 
and  recently  buying  out  the  other  three  heirs  to 
the  eighty-one  acres  on  which  he  lives,  now  pos- 
sesses a  comfortable  estate  of  one  h.undred  and 
forty-six  acres.  The  improvements  upon  the  home 
farm  were  made  by  the  father  prior  to  his  death. 
The  son  has  some  graded  Norman  horses  and  also 
raises  .Short-horn  and  Durham  cattle,  together  with 
large  droves  of  Poland-China  hogs,  which  he  sells 
to  the  home  market. 

On  May  12, 1889,  Mr.  Carver  led  to  the  hymeneal 
altar  Miss  May  Kennedy,  a  young  l.ady  wlio  has 
had  tiie  advantages  of  good  home  training  and  ex- 
cellent schooling,  and  does  credit  to  the  privileijes 
which  she  has  enjoyed.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Shan  ■ 
non  and  Elizabeth  (Rupe)  Kennedy,  of  Monterey, 
Banner  Townslii[),  this  county,  at  which  place  her 
marriage  rites  were  celebrated.  The  ha[)py  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  son,  Kenneth 
Lloyd,  whose  natal  day  was  Maich  2,  1890. 


/^>  HARLES  H.  STANLEY,  contractor  and 
/l  builder  of  Canton,  has  been  connected  with 

^>^'  the  building  interests  of  this  county  for 
many  years,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known.  He 
was  bori:  in  Buckinghamshire,  England,  Febrnary 
10,  1834.  His  parents,  Robert  F.  and  Caroline 
(Hester)  Stanley,  emigrated  to  the  L^nited  States 
when  our  subject  was  three  years  old.  They  staid 
a  short  time  in  New  York  City,  and  thence  went  to 
Rochester,  in  the  same  State.  The  father  died  there 
in  1848,  leaving  bis  wife  with  three  children  to 
care  for.  He  was  a  son  of  an  Episcopalian  minis- 
ter, and  was  educated  by  the  Church  of  England. 
His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John  Hester. 

The  subject  of  tbic  sketch  was  the  only  son  of 
his  parents.  He  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  when 
he  bad  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father.  His  school 
days  were  passed  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  After  the 
completion  of  his  education,  be  learned  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter  with  his  uncle,  Charles  H.  Stanley,  with 
whom  he  remained  three  years.  Upon  the  expira- 
tion of  tl\at  time  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to 
work   with  another  uncle  at  the  same  trade.     In 
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1856  he  drified  West  to  Havana,  111.,  and  in  1857 
came  to  Canton,  111.,  of  whicii  he  has  since  been  a 
prominent  resident.  Soon  after  he  came  liere  lie 
began  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  has 
since  followed  it  activel.y.  lie  is  a  skilled  work- 
man, and  knows  ^'lell  what  to  require  of  those  who 
work  under  hira,  and  he  possesses  much  executive 
ability,  and  has  done  finely  at  his  business.  Many 
of  the  principal  business  buildings  in  Canton  were 
erected  under  liis  direction,  as  well  as  numerous 
dwellings. 

Mr.  Stanley  hns  been  twice  married.  While  he 
was  residing  in  Havana,  III.,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Nancy  Meeker,  of  that  city,  who  died  in  1861,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Charles  C.  Mr.  Stanley's  present 
wife  was  Dorenda  Bybee.  a  daughter  of  James  By- 
bee,  an  old  settler  of  the  county.  One  daughter 
has  been  born  of  this  marriage,  Luella  J.,  wife  of 
Jacob  Abboit,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Canton. 

Mr.  Stanley  is  a  straightforward,  prompt  and 
methodical  man  of  business,  and  his  success  has 
contributed  to  the  upbuilding  of  Canton.  He  is  a 
member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  734,  A.  F.  & 
A.  RI.,  and  also  belongs  to  Canton  Chapter  R.  A. 
M.,  and  to  the  K.  of  P.  In  polities  he  gives  stanch 
support  to  the  Democratic  parly.  His  fellow-Demo- 
crats have  sought  his  assistance  in  the  guidance  of 
the  municipal  government,  and  he  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  and  Alderman  of  the 
Fourth  Ward.  His  residence  is  on  Mai)le  Street, 
and  there  he  and  his  family  have  a  home  replete 
with  comfort. 


^[_^  C.  DeMORRIS,  :M.  D.  There  are  few  men 
TjlJ  of  the  present  day  more  successful,  or  more 
^^  worthy  of  honorable  mention  than  the  sub- 
tly ject  of  our  present  sketch.  A  record  of 
his  life  fully  illustrates  what  may  be  accomi>lished 
by  determined  will  and  perseverance,  for  through 
his  own  efforts  he  has  risen  to  the  position  of  a 
leading  practitioner  in  this  community,  and  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county. 

Born  at  a  time  when  the  education  of  children 
(lid  not  receive  special  attention,  he  gained  only  a 
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limited  amount  of  literary  training,  but  at  an  early 
age  evinced  a  special  tendency  towards  the  i)ractice 
of  medicine,  his  greatest  desire  being  to  reach  a 
proud  position  in  the  ranks  of  eminent  meilical 
men.  He  is  to-day  a  physician  and  surgeon  whose 
skill  is  generally  recognized,  and  has  practiced 
most  successfully  for  forty  years. 

Our  subject   was  born    in   Philadelphia,   Pa.,  on 
the     lyth      of      October.     1820.       His     f.ather— 
Christopher  DeMorris,  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth 
and  education,  and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land.    To    them    were    born    eight   children,  viz: 
Samuel    D.,  Christopher,  Nancey,    John,    Martha, 
Sarah;  Margaret;    and   Huston   C,  the  subject  of 
j   our  sketch,  who  is  the  only  one  of  the  children  liv- 
j   ing  at  the  present  time.     As  before  stated  his  erlu- 
j   cation   was  not   very  extensive.     He    attended    a 
I   subscription   school  held  in  u  little   loic  house,  and 
many  times  was  forced  to  walk  two  miles  when  the 
snow  was  fully  two  feet  deep,  and  tlie  wintry  winils 
were  bleak  and  cold. 
j        Dr.  DeMorris  being  reared  on  a  farm  necessarily 
[   led  a  quiet  life,  and    had  an  abundance  of  time   to 
exercise  his  mental   vigor   in   thinking  of   serious 
j   subjects.     At  the  age  of  tiventy  he  began  to  read 
j    medicine   under  Dr.  McClelland   of  Philadelphia, 
I   and  through  a  period  of    three  or   four  years  con- 
1   tinued   to  study    very  diligently.      Having   com- 
pleted the  course  of  reading,  he  began   to    practice 
in  Clairfleld,  Pa.,  and  at  a  later  date  in  Clarion,  the 
;   same  Slate. 

,        The  Doctor   was   first  united    in    marriage    wiih 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hartley,  and  to  them  were  born  six 
I   children,   viz.:    Sarah,    Mary,     Margaret.     Catha- 
I   rine.  Jane,  and   Scott.     Catharine  and  Jane   died 
in   infancy.     The  second   marriage  of  the  Doctor 
was   solemnized   in   Pennsylvania   when   Miss  Su- 
sanna G.  Lower}-,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanna 
,   G.  (DuMars)  Lowery  became  his  wife.     Her   par- 
ents were  natives  of   Pennsylvania,  and   had   nine 
children,  viz:    Jane,  John,  Margaret,  Alex,  David, 
Sarah,  Smith,  Susanna  G.  and  William. 

Our  subject  in  the  year  1866  moved  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  settling  first  at  Smithlield,  where  he  en- 
joyed a  ver^'  extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  To 
illustrate  his  success  it  may  be  mfntione<l  that  out 
of  one  hun<lred  and  eiglity-two  cases  of  fever  in  one 
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single  year  he  never  lost  one.  The  Doctor  re- 
moved to  Middle  Grove  in  September  1885,  and 
imraediatoly  after  his  arrival  built  a  little  house. 
In  a  short  time  he  gained  great  popularity  which 
his  faithfulness  and  success  as  a  practitioner  has 
increased.  The  children  born  of  his  last  marriage 
are  Susanna  J.,  who  is  married  and  has  five  chil- 
dren and  Hugh,  who  died  when  he  was  twenty-six 
months  old.  Dr.  DeMorris  is  an  uncompromising 
Democrat  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  i)olit- 
ical  matters. 


JAMKS  HARVEY  CRAIG  BROWN,  a  pros- 
perous lumber  dealer  of  Farmington,  has 
been  engaged  in  this  business  here  for  the 
/  past  four  years  and  for  the  same  length  of 
lime  has  operated  the  Iowa  Central  Elevator  at 
this  point.  He  is  a  native  of  this  count}-,  born  in 
Astoria,  Mnreh  12,  1856,  and  a  son  of  the  well- 
liMOwn  honored  pioneer  Methodist  minister,  the 
Rev.  A.  F.  Brown.  His  mother  Martha  E.  (Craig) 
Brown,  was  born  in  Ohio,  was  well  educp.ted  in 
its  schools  and  was  a  school  teacher. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  F.  Brown  was  born  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  of  whicl)  his  parents  were  early  pioneers. 
They  were  of  Welsh  descent  and  when  he  v.'as 
quite  young  they  removed  to  Ohio,  afterwards  to 
Indiana,  and  in  1818  came  to  Illinois,  and  were 
among  the  very  (irst  settlers  of  this  county,  locat- 
ing within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  present  site 
of  the  village  of  Astoria,  where  they  built  a  log 
cabin  and  lived  a  pioneer  life  among  the  Indians. 
In  Kentucky  he  had  to  go  a  distance  of  three  miles 
to  school.  In  Illinois  there  were  no  schools  when 
he  came  here  and  many  a  night  did  he  study  by 
torch  or  candle  light  till  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  his  Bible  being  his  principal  text  book. 
When  a  young  man  he  was  api)ointed  commissioner 
to  lay  out  the  first  roads  in  Fulton  and  Schuyler 
Counties. 

jNIr.  Brown  was  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind  and  was  converted  to  Methodism  in  1833. 
He  was  licensed  as  an  exhorter  August  25,  1834, 
and  to  preach  March  26,  1838.     lie  was  desired  to 


take  a  position  as  a  stationary  minister,  but  ho 
preferred  to  do  evangelical  woik.  He  was  very 
much  opposed  to  slaver^'  and  supported  the  Whig 
party.  He  was  organized  many  churches  and  was 
always  in  favor  of  education  and  progress.  Tliis 
consistent  and  devoted  Christian  passed  from  the 
scenes  of  his  useful  labors  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  He  had  ever  done  what  he 
could  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  God  upon  earth 
and  the  world  had  been  made  belter  by  his  living 
in  it. 

Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  was  twice  married;  his 
second  wife  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  (laugh- 
ter of  John  and  Rebecca  Craig,  who  came  from 
Scotland  to  America  and  were  pioneers  of  Ohio. 
She  came  to  Illinois  for  her  health  and  taught  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  several  years  before 
her  marriage.  She  had  three  children,  James  H. 
C,  Cummings  F.,  and  Samuel  L.,  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years.)  Cummings  is  a  machinist, 
making  his  home  in  Kansas  Cit}'.  Mo.,  although  he 
travels  for  a  large  agricultural  house.  He  married 
Miss  Alice  Ham  and  has  two  children.  The  four 
children  living  of  Mr.  Brown's  first  marriage  are 
John,  who  resides  near  Vermont;  Rebecca,  wife  of 
Samuel  Elgin  ;  Angeline,wife  of  William  Lamperall ; 
Caroline,  wife  of  Israel  Baker,  all  of  whom  reside 
near  Astoria. 

James  Harvey  Craig  Brown  of  vvIkjui  we  write, 
was  reared  in  Astoria,  and  was  educated  in  its 
schools.  His  father,  like  the  most  of  the  Methodist 
ministers  of  his  day,  devoted  so  much  of  his  time 
to  his  Christian  labors  that  he  did  not  "accumulate 
a  very  large  property,  although  he  was  in  comforta- 
b'e  circumstances  and  owned  a  good  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  and  on  that  old  homestead  our  subject  vvas 
trained  to  a  useful  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty-on'^ ' 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  A.  Hettrick,  a  na- 
tive of  Astoria.  To  them  have  come  two  children 
— Maude  E.  and  Pearl  T.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
have  a  beautiful  suburban  home  adjoining  the  city 
on  the  south.  Here  he  erected  a  handsome  residence 
and  has  twenty  acres  of  well  improved  land  around 
it. 

Mrs.  Brown's  father,  William  Hettrick  was  an 
old  settler  and  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Astoria,  en- 
tering his  farm  on  section  21,  March  G,  1837.     He 
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was  a  native  of  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  and 
December  13,  1839,  was  married  to  Ella  Ann  Brand, 
who  died  some  nine  j-ears  before  he  did.  His 
death  occurred  December  17,  1883,  at  the  aje  of 
sixty-eight  3ears,  nine  months  and  eight  days.  He 
came  to  this  SState  from  Virginia  where  his  parents 
iiad  settled  when  he  was  quite  young.  He  lived  in 
Edgar  County  two  years  and  thence  moved  lo 
Uernadotte  and  tliere  worlved  at  his  trade  of  a 
tailor  two  jeais.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
turned  his^  attention  to  farming,  taking  up  the 
tract  of  Goverraent  land  before  mentioned  in  that 
part  of  Astoria  then  known  as  Washington.  He 
lived  long  and  was  prospered,  and  died  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  w.as  .'i 
ver}'  consistent  Christian  and  a  life-long  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  lived  on  a 
farm  near  Astoria  for  about  five  years,  then  came 
to  Farmington  in  1882  where  be  established  him- 
self in  the  grain  and  mill  business.  In  1887,  he 
bought  out  the  business  of  his  predecessor  and 
derives  a  satisfactory  income  from  it.  Besides  his 
lumber  interests  he  is  conducting  a  good  grain 
business,  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  become  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  of  the  town.  He  is  a  careful 
manager  and  good  financier,  and  stands  well  in  the 
luLsiness  world.  In  politics  he  uses  his  influence 
for  the  interests  of  the  Republican  party,  he  being 
quite  radical  in  his  political  views.  Religiously, 
he  is  a  Presbyterian  and  a  member  of  the  church 
of  thai  denomination. 


AMES  M.  HERBERT  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  prosperous  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  in  all  Cass  Township,  where  he  has  a 
'My'  large  farm  and  other  valuable  property. 
INIore  than  half  a  century  ago  he  came  to  this  county 
with  his  mother  and  step-father,  who  became  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  His  parents  were  poor  people 
and  as  a  boy  he  had  a  hard  struggle  with  poverty 
and  the  hardshijjs  of  pioneer  life,  and  was  very 
early  set  to  work  to  earn  his  own  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow.     He  bravely  persevered  to  over- 


come every  obstacle  that  lay  in  his  pathway  and 
finally  achieved  success  solely  by  the  exercise  of 
brawn  and  muscle,  and  it  may  well  be  his  priile 
that  he  is  a  self-made  man. 

Mr.  Herbert  was  born  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio, 
.lanuary  12,1820.  His  father,  .lohu  Herbert,  was 
a  native  of  New  York  and  a  farmer,  and  died  in 
Ohio  in  1831,  while  yet  in  life's  prime,  leaving  a 
widow  and  three  children — Albert,  now  deceased  ; 
our  subject;  and  Jane.  Mrs.  Abram  Baughman. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Beckj-  Long,  and  she  was  born  in  Delaware  and 
married  in  Ohio.  After  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band she  was  wedded  to  John  Wheeler  and  by  that 
marriage  she  hail  the  following  children:  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  Stahl;  Samuel;  Uachacl,  Mrs.  John  Wat- 
son. In  1835  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  came  to  Illi- 
nois with  their  family  and  became  early  settlers  of 
Cass  Township,  where  they  died,  be  in  1847  and 
she  in  1878,  at  a  venerable  age.  He  was  a  valiant 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Our  subject  was  only  nine  years  old  when  he 
came  to  this  county  with  his  mothci'  and  step- 
father, and  he  well  remembers  the  wild  condition 
of  the  surrounding  country.  There  are  now  more 
people  in  Cass  Township  than  there  were  in  the 
whole  county  then,  exce|)t  Canton  and  Lewistown, 
and  there  were  only  five  houses  between  his  step- 
father's farm  and  Bernadotte,  and  but  six  houses 
between  it  and  Canton.  The  Itulians  had  just  been 
removed  across  the  Mississippi,  but  wild  animals 
were  very  plentiful.  The  farm  o.n  which  Mr. 
Wheeler  located  was  all  raw  land,  with  no  improve- 
ments, and  he  had  to  build  a  log  house  to  shelter 
his  family.  He  was  a  very  poor  man,  and  six  anil 
one-fourth  cents  was  all  the  cash  he  had  when  he 
arrived  in  the  county.  The  family  lived  on  corn 
bread,  hominy  and  such  game  as  they  could  pro- 
cure. For  coffee  they  used  burnt  wheat  and  corn. 
Each  inmate  of  the  family  had  to  labor  hard  to 
contribute  his  or  her  quota  towards  its  support,  and 
by  industry  and  rigid  economy  man.aged  to  obtain 
a  living.  Their  straightened  circuraslawes  con- 
tinued during  the  life  of  the  step-father. 

Mr.  Herbert  had  but  little  schooling  as  there 
were  but  two  schools  in  the  township,  which  were 
conducted  on  the  stdiscription   plan,  and  when  his 
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family  could  afford  to  send  him  he  had  a  good  wsj's 
to  go.  At  fourteen  years  of  age,  a  stout,  self-reli- 
ant, practical  lad,  he  began  life  for  himself  by 
working  out  on  a  farm  for  five  dollars  a  montli, 
continuing  thus  employed  three  years.  He  and  his 
brother  then  rented  land  together  in  Cass  Town- 
ship till  1848,  when  our  subject  went  to  live  with 
Albert  Herbert,  remaining  with  him  one  year.  Wo 
next  find  him  working  independently  on  a  small 
place  he  had  bought,  and  he  actively  continued  its 
improvement.  He  has  been  very  much  prospered 
and  from  that  small  beginning  has  accumulated 
much  valuable  property.  He  owns  three  hundred 
and  two  acres  of  land  and  has  deeded  sixty-eight 
acres  to  his  children  besides  this.  All  the  sub- 
stantial improvements  that  make  it  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farms  in  the  locality  are  the  work  of  his 
own  hands.  In  1873  he  built  a  commodious  resi- 
dence at  a  cost  of  S1,.')00  and  he  owns  besides  a 
house  and  lot,  valued  at  -1i  1,500.  He  carries  on 
mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and  stock,  and  is  still 
active  in  looking  after  his  agricultural  interests,  but 
will  retire  eie  long  to  enjoy  his  handsome  compe- 
tence. For  the  last  ten  years  he  has  cleared  a 
thousand  dollars  a  year  from  his  farm. 

He  has  seen  much  of  pioneer  life  and  aptly  de- 
scribes the  primitive  schoolhouses  in  which  the 
children  of  the  pioneers  were  educated.  The 
schoolhouses  were  rude  log  cabins,  wilii  not  a  uail 
used  in  their  construction,  a  weight  on  the  roof 
holding  down  the  boards.  A  log  was  taken  out  to 
admit  a  six  light  windosv  and  a  series  of  sticks 
were  put  up  and  greased  paper  put  in  between  to 
serve  for  glass  when  the  glass  was  broken.  Slabs 
or  hewn  pur.cheons  were  used  for  seats,  and  the 
only  desk  was  a  slab  the  whole  length  of  the  build- 
ing. Some  clapboards  were  put  together  for  a 
door,  which  was  hung  with  wooden  hinges,  and  a 
rude  fireplace  was  constructed  of  sticks  and  mud. 
A  speller  and  the  English  reader  comprised  the 
whole    list  of  text  books  in  use. 

In  1847  Mr.  Herbert  and  his  brother  bought  a 
thresher,  which  they  operated  two  years  and  then 
sold.  With  his  brother  Joshua  he  soon  bought  an- 
other, which  tbey  used  a  year,  and  from  the  money 
thus  earned  and  the  sale  of  the  machine  our  subject 
got  a  good  start.     He   used   to  speculate   in  land. 


When  the  war  began  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  for 
$17  an  acre  and  sold  it  for  $40  an  .icre.  He  bought 
another  piece  for  §100,  put  in  $100  worth  of  im- 
provements and  sold  it  for  $600,  a  great  advance 
on  the  purchase  price.  The  rest  of  his  present 
property  has  been  accumulated  by  downright  hard 
labor.  He  has  here  an  orchard  of  ten  acres  all 
planted  by  his  own  hand,  that  is  one  among  the 
finest  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Herbert  was  raarrie(i  in  1850  to  Miss  Sarah, 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Orwig,  who  were  for- 
merlj'  residents  of  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Cass  Town- 
ship in  1843.  Mrs.  Herbert  was  born  in  Tuscara- 
was County,  Ohio,  in  1832.  She  has  co-operated 
with  her  husband  in  his  labors  and  h.as  helped  him 
in  the  upbuijdingof  their  comfortable  home.  They 
have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Theodore,  of  this  township,  who  mariied  Nancy 
Van  Hauten,  and  has  four  children;  Nellie,  James. 
Frances,  Margaret  (these  four  at  home)  ;  Eliza,  wife 
of  George  Henderson  of  Cass  Township,  who  has 
two  childr.n. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  are  active  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  he  is  very  promi- 
nent in  its  work  as  Trustee  and  Cl.ass  Leader.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Sunday-school.  He  has  been  a 
School  Director  for  years,  and  has  also  been  Path- 
master.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in  politics,  and 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  though  he  is 
strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  temperance  move- 
ment. 


C^p^HOMAS  II.  TRAVERS  is  numbered  among 

l/jf^y.  the  gentlemen  of  English  birth  and  parent- 
j    ^^^    age  who  make  their  home  in  the  prosperous 

township  of  Fairview,  and  he  is  generally  conceded 
j  to  be  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  enterprising 
j    men   in   the   whole  community.     His   residence  is 

about  the  finest  in  this  section  of  the  country  and 
I    he  has  amassed  a  large   fortune   by  means  of  his 

natural  ability  and  energy.     He  is  at  this  writing 

the  owner  of  three  valuable  farms  and  also  much 
[    timber  land,  all  of  which  has  been  accumulated  by 

earnest  and,  unceasing  labor  on  his  part. 

Our  subject  was   born  in   Dorsetshire,  England, 
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February  10,  1839,  being  the  son  of  Charles  and 
.lane  (Hutchins)  Travers,  both  natives  of  Dorsct- 
sliire,  England.  As  a  boy  in  his  native  country 
he  received  only  a  common-school  education,  his 
father  a  flaxdresser  bj'  trade,  being  a  man  of  limited 
circumstances.  Coming  to  America  with  his  father 
and  l)rotlier,  they  started  from  their  home  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1850,  and  he  immediately  began  the 
battle  of  life  in  real  earnest  and  under  exceedingly 
adverse  circumstanrjes.  In  the  course  of  eighteen 
months  they  had  enough  money  between  tliem  to 
send  for  the  rest  of  the  family,  who  joined  them  at 
New  Diggings,  Wis.  At  a  later  date  the  father 
IHUciiased  thirty  acres  of  land  near  White  Oak 
S|)rings,  Wis.,  and  upon  it  sunk  a  shaft  and  for 
some  time  botli  father  and  son  did  a  good  Ijusiness 
in  lead  mining. 

In  1860  our  subject  in  company  with  his  brother 
Robert  and  a  friend  started  with  four  horses  and  a 
wagon  across  the  plains  for  Pike's  Peak,  reaching 
that  place  after  a  long  and  tiresome  journe3\  Thej' 
remained  there  three  weeks  mining,  bul  soon  pur- 
sued their  course  westward  to  the  gold  fields  in 
Nevada,  on  their  way  passing  through  Salt  Lake 
Cit}',  where  they  stopped  a  few  days.  They  saw 
much  of  ]Mormondoiii  and  became  quite  well  ac- 
quainted with  some  of  the  Mormons.  Our  subject 
heard  Brigham  Voung  preach,  and  is  of  the  opinion 
that  Mormonism  is  not  so  bad  as  usually  repre- 
sented. 

Arriving  in  Carson  Valley  the  Indians  were  so 
hostile  and  provisions  so  high  as  to  make  life  very 
uncertain.  The  company  therefore  hurried  on  to 
the  (ields  of  California.  Our  subject  says  he  could 
at  that  time  have  bought  stock  in  the  "Comstock" 
at  -i!20.  which  in  a  few  weeks  sold  for  %7,500.  At 
Carson  City  they  sold  all  the  horses  but  one,  and 
packing  their  provisions  on  the  back  of  the  remain- 
ing horse,  proceeded  on  foot  to  Hot  Springs.  There 
ihey  sold  their  horse  and  took  the  stage  to  Horse- 
town,  Shasta  County,  Cal.,  and  at  once  engaged  in 
sluice  mining.  Later  they  engaged  in  quartz 
mining  at  Muletown. 

Our  subject  had  a  rich  experience  as  a  miner  on 
the  Pacilic  Coast,  engaged  in  placer  niuiing,  build- 
ing a  mill,  and  alternately  losing  money  and  regain- 
ing his  foothold.     He  vvas  on  the  whole  successful. 


but  lost  more  than  $5,000  while  in  that  State,  mainly 
through  misplaced  confidence.  About  this  time 
the  coal  fields  of  Central  Illinois  were  attracting  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  and  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  persuaded  by  a  friend  to  come  to  Fulton 
County  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  coal  bank. 
Being  a  practical  man  he  was  well  pleased  with  the 
outlook  and  at  once  wrote  to  his  son,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  gold  mines  of  California,  to  come  to 
Illinois  and  enter  the  coal  business.  The  father 
came  to  I-'airview  October  5.  18C5,  and  the  son  ar- 
rived on  the  23d  of  the  same  month.  They  were 
successful  and  their  mine  became  widely  known  ns 
Travers'  Coal  Bank.  They  also  began  farming 
and  through  good  management  accumulated  good 
estates.  The  father  made  two  visits  to  England, 
remaining  there  on  his  last  visit  .and  dying  in  1882 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

Mr.  Travers  was  married  January  20.  1870.  to 
Miss  Sarah  Augusta  Turner,  daughter  of  Elisha 
and  Sarah  (Morse)  Turner.  Her  mother  was  a 
sister  of  Chief  .lustice  Morse,  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Tra- 
vers' birth  occurred  at  New  Diggings,  Wis.  Her 
father  died  in  1876  when  seventy-two  years  of  age; 
the  mother  died  in  1876  when  seventy-one  years 
of  age.  To  them  were  born  five  children,  viz: 
Mary,  Amy,  George,  Lewis  M.,  and  Sarah  A.,  the 
wife  of  our  subject. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Travers  set- 
tled upon  a  farm  with  our  subject's  father,  who  was 
his  partner  in  all  business  matters.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  were  born  five  children,  viz:  Amj' 
Jane,  Agnes  A;  Violet,  deceased;  Laurence  B.,  and 
Sylvan  M.  Mrs.  Travers  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  and  is  a  member  with  her  husband 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  serving  his  third  term 
as  School  Trustee,  has  served  as  School  Director  a 
great  many  years,  and  as  Highway  Commissioner 
for  nine. years.  He  has  also  lieen  on  the  grand 
and  petit  jury.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican, and  is  a  decidedly  pul)lic-spiriled  man. 
Mr.  Travers  has  been  a  successful  man  in  various 
enterprises,  and  has  made  a  fortunate  venture  In 
the  manufacture  of  cider.  He  h.is  belonged  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity  for  over  twenty  years,  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  Lodge  No.  120,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  Fiiirview.     lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
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Woodmen  lodge,  being  Treasurer  in  both  organi- 
zations. He  donated  liberally  to  the  building  of 
the  Fulton  County  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad,  and 
upon  its  completion  engaged  in  the  grain,  stock 
and  lumber  business,  forming  a  partnersiiip  with 
L.  W.  Davis  and  P.  B.  Voorhees  under  the  firm 
name  of  T.  H.  Travers  &  Co.  They  bought  and 
shipped  the  first  carload  of  hogs  and  cattle  shipped 
from  Fairview,  and  also  bought  the  first  carload 
of  lumber  forwarded  to  Fairview.  His  latest  Ten- 
ture  is  a  partnership  iji  the  Fairvievv  Bank,  of 
wiiich  he  is  President. 


\1l^^  ADEN  KEELING,  deceased.  It  has  been 
l(  )j  i)ut  a  few  j-ears  since  this  honored  citizen 
!4W^  and  prominent  business  man  of  Canton,  was 
(^)  borne  to  his  long  home.  Few  of  the  old 
residents  of  the  place  have  been  more  tiioroughly 
identified  with  its  various  interests  than  lie,  or 
would  1)0  mourned  with  greater  sincerity  when 
called  hence.  In  the  bereavement  which  befell  them 
iiis  family  had  the  general  and  hearty  sympathy  of 
the  community,  wiiose  members  met  in  large  num- 
bers to  pay  the  last  sad  tribute  to  tiie  deceased. 

Mr.  Keeling  w.as  born  in  Sangamon  County,  not 
far  from  Springfield,  III.,  April  5,  1825.  lie  was 
reared  on  a  fa'm  during  his  early  boyhood,  subse- 
quentlj-  becoming  a  resident  of  Springfield,  where 
his  father  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick. 
Our  subject  learned  the  business  thoroughlj',  assist- 
ing in  the  yard  for  several  years.  In  184^,  when 
the  gold  fever  was  at  its  height,  he  went  to  the 
land  of  promise,  California,  and  engaged  in  gold 
mining  with  satisfactory  success  during  a  period  of 
two  years. 

Returning  to  the  Prairie  State,  Mr.  Keeling  took 
up  his  permanent  residence  in  Canton,  beginning 
the  manufacture  of  brick  which  he  carried  on  until 
his  death.  His  brickyard  was  located  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  city,  became  ihe  seat  of  a  flour- 
ishing industry,  and  afforded  employment  for  quite 
a  number  of  men.  Mr.  Keeling  flnallj^  amassed  a 
handsome  fortune  by  means  of  his  persistent  and 
well  directed  labors,  and    eventually    became  the 


owner  of  considerable  city  property  of  value.  He 
built  and  owned  a  number  of  dwellings  from  the 
rent  of  which  he  derived  a  considerable  income. 

Mr.  Keeling  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence, weighed  well  the  matters  under  consid- 
eration, and  was  firm  in  his  opinions  after  having 
once  arrived  at  a  decision.  He  was  not,  however, 
bigoted  or  despotic,  but  was  open  to  conviction  of 
error,  and  willingly-  granted  to  others  the  privilege 
of  forming  their  own  conclusions.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  all  the  movements  which  would  advance 
the  true  welfare  of  the  community,  or  build  up  the 
material  prosperity  of  this  section  of  a  gre.at  com- 
monwealth. He  breathed  his  last  August,  8,  1884, 
after  a  long  illness.  His  political  support  was  given 
to  the  Republican  party. 

November  10,  1852,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
solemnized  .between  Mr.  Keeling  and  Miss  Cathe- 
rine Snell,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  this  city. 
Mrs.  Keeling  w.ts  born  in  Sangamon  County.  111., 
being  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel  (Collins) 
Snell,  who  removed  thither  from  Ohio  at  an  early 
period  in  the  history  of  this  section.  During  tlie 
childhood  of  their  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snell  re- 
moved toLewistown,  this  county',  where  the  father 
died  ere  mtinj'  j'ears  had  passed.  His  widow  sub- 
sequentl}'  married  James  Sebree,  and  took  up  her 
residence  in  Canton,  where  the  daughter  grew  to 
womanhood.  Mrs.  Keeling  possesses  those  quali- 
ties which  are  embraced  in  the  word  "motherly," 
and  in  tiie  care  of  her  large  family  has  manifested 
the  utmost  devotion  and  loving  wisdom.  Her  capa- 
bility as  a  housekeeper,  and  her  woik  as  a  coni- 
I)anion  were  duly  appreciated  by  him  wlio  lias 
preceded  her  to  the  silent  land. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeling  are  named 
respectively:  Jennie  E.,  Lilly  D..  Charles  E.,  Ida 
M.,  Lizzie  B.,  F^ffie  L.,  George  H.,  and  Leonard  II. 
The  first  mentioned  has  built  up  an  excellent  re|ju- 
talion  as  a  florist,  having  the  love  for  plants  wliich 
leads  her  to  study  their  habits  and  cultivate  them 
with  great  success.  She  has  a  well-arranged  green 
house,  devotes  much  of  her  time  to  floriculture,  and 
has  a  good  trade  at  different  points  in  furnishing  dec- 
orations for  various  occasions  of  joy  or  mourning. 
Lovers  of  flowers  find  great  enjoyment  in  her  so- 
ciet}-,    as    she    is  not   only  well  versed  regarding 
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plants,  but  is  able  to  converse  pleasingly  with  ref- 
erence to  them.  She  resides  with  her  motlier  on 
the  homestead,  where  Lizzie  H.,  George  II.,  and 
Leonard  H.  maj'  also  be  found.  The  dwelling  is  a 
substantial  brick  structure,  built  a  number  of  years 
ago,  and  presenting  an  appearance  of  homelikeness 
and  comfort  which  all  modern  residences  do  not 
possess.  The  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keel- 
ing is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Clayton;  Ida  married 
Louis  Oberhauser,  of  Peoria;  Effle  L.  is  tiie  wife 
of  Thomas  Kyster,  of  Canton.  The  son  Charles  E.  is 
engaged  in  brickmaking  at  his  father's  old  place. 
Tiie  father  of  our  subject  was  Lewis  Keeling,  who 
was  born  in  New  Jersej-,  and  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Kentucky,  becoming  an  intimate  friend  of 
Daniel  Boone.  For  a  time  he  operated  a  mill  and 
distillery,  the  business,  however,  lieing  conducted 
on  a  small  scale.  He  was  numbered  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Sangamon  County,  111.,  where  he 
died  in  1850.  His  wife,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Joseph 
lit nvey,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  October,  1800, 
and  likewise  went  to  Kentucky  with  her  parents. 
For  some  time  her  home  was  near  the  present  site  of 
Louisville.  Like  her  loved  companion,  she  breathed 
lier  last  in  Sangamon  Count}',  111. 


I  ^  ENRY  C.  BROCK.  The  philosopher.  Mill, 
\^]  has  said  that  the  "worth  of  a  State  in  the 
^ky^  long  run,  is  the  worth  of  the  individuals 
(^  composing  it."  Not  less  true  is  the  saying 
that  the  prosperity  of  a  country  depends  upon  the 
character  of  the  youth  of  that  land.  Fulton  County 
is  especially  fortunate  in  that  it  has  within  its 
lioundaries  many  young  men  of  worth,  enterprise 
and  honor,  and  in  this  class  the  gentleman  of 
whom  thic  personal  sketch  is  written  holds  a  con- 
spicuous place.  He,  in  conjunction  with  his  brothers 
Charles  and  Philip,  operates  the  old  homestead 
on  section  21,  Cass  Township,  a  view  of  whicli  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

Born  May  19,  1868,  in  Cass  Township,  this 
county,  our  subject  has  passed  his  entire  life  thus 
far  within  its  limits.  His  education,  like  that  of 
most  farmers'  sons,  was  confined  to  an  attendance 


at  the  district  schools,  but  at  an  early  age  he  be- 
gan to  display  a  thirst  for  knowledge  and  was 
very  faithful  in  the  preparing  of  his  lessons. 
This  same  earnestness  of  purpose  characterizes  his 
whole  life,  and  he  merits  great  praise  for  the  good 
qualities  that  make  him  a  shining  example  for  the 
young  men  of  our  country  to  imitate.  It  may  truth- 
fully be  said  of  him  that  he  is  one  of  '-nature's 
noblemen."  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  has  been  Class-Leader  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  is  at  present 
a  teacher.  Politically,  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  is  well  posted  upon  the  issues  of  the 
day. 

Perhaps  no  citizen  of  Cass  Township  occupied  a 
more  prominent  position  or  contributed  more  to 
its  development  than  Henry  Brock,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  He  was  born  in  Germanj'  June  18, 
1825,  and  was  there  reared  and  given  the  advan- 
tages of  an  excellent  education.  In  1837,  having 
decided  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New  World,  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  after  an  uneventful  voy- 
age landed  at  Baltimore  in  the  month  of  May. 
Thence  he  proceeded  directly  to  Cass  Township, 
and  located  on  a  farm,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  Not  only  was  he  a  successful 
agriculturist,  but  was  in  man}'  w.ays  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  development  of  the  count}-  where 
he  resided.  A  man  of  great  business  tact,  bound- 
less energy  and  unflagging  perseverance,  he  was 
universally  esteemed,  and  his  children  are  justly 
proud  of  the  good  name  he  left  them. 

On  April  1,  1857,  Henry  Brock  was  uniterl  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Wilhelm.  who  was 
born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  12,  1838.  To  them 
were  born  six  children,  viz:  John  \V.,  who  lives 
in  Lewislown;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Leander  Serven, 
of  Prairie  City,  and  the  mother  of  one  child; 
Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Allen  Waughlel,  of  Cass 
Township,  and  they  have  two  children;  Henry  C, 
our  subject;  Charles  and  Philip.  Mr.  Brock  was 
a  man  of  great  influence,  and  one  in  whom  great 
confidence  was  felt  throughout  the  community.  His 
interest  in  educational  matters  was  one  of  his  chief 
characteristics  and  for  three  years  he  acted  as 
School  Director.  He  also  served  as  Supervisor, 
representing  Cass  Township  on  the  County  Board. 
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Diiiino  his  active  career  Henry  Brock  became 
Ihe  owner  of  a  valuable  estate  comprising  seven 
hunrhed  and  forty  acres  of  the  best  farming  land 
in  tlie  county.  Ninety-seven  acres  are  located  in 
Harris  Township,  eighty  acres  in  Mound  Town- 
ship, and  the  remainder  in  Cass  Township.  Tiie 
entire  acreage  is  divided  into  six  farms,  and  is  in 
the  hands  of  John  W.,  administrator.  In  the  old 
homestead  an  aunt  presides,  the  father  and  mother 
having  passed  away,  the  former  August  25,  1889. 
and  the  latter  May  8.  1876.  The  three  youngest 
sons  continue  to  reside  under  the  home  roof  and 
carry  on  an  extensive  farming  business,  and  in  con- 
nection with  this,  are  stock-raisers  on  a  large  scale. 
Having  been  reared  to  farm  life,  they  are  well  pre- 
pared to  attend  to  tlie  work'in  a  systematic  way, 
and  in  consequence  have  amassed  a  considerable 
fortune.  Indeed,  the  family  is  numbered  among  the 
most  influential  and  wealthy  in  the  county. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  litho- 
graphic portrait,  presented  in  connection  witii  this 
biographical  review,  of  Henry  C.  Brock,  whose  at- 
tainments and  enterprise  point  td  an  honorable  and 
influential  future. 


^^YRUS  H.  BISHOP,  the  subject  of  our  j.res- 
(([^  ent  sketch,  is  a  man  much  respected  in  bnsi- 
^k^^  ness  and  social  circles,  and  one  who  by  his 
strict  morality  and  integrity  of  purpose  has  fur- 
nished an  excellent  example  to  others,  and  has  at 
various  times  been  of  great  service  to  his  friends. 
His  father,  William  K.  Bishop,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland;  his  mother,  who  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage was  Miss  Catherine  Swearingen,  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  married  in 
Adams  County.  Ohio,  and  continued  to  make  their 
home  there  until  1835,  at  which  date  they  came  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Putman  Township,  this  county, 
after  one  winter  spent  in  I>ewistown  Township. 
They  lived  on  the  farm  wliieh  the  subject  of  our 
ski'tch  now  owns. 

The  parents  were  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  the  father  was  a   Class-Leader  for 


twenty-two  years.  He  numbers  among  the  oldest 
settlers  in  this  township,  and  during  the  early  days 
of  bis  life  here,  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  were 
plentiful.  The  farm  was  unimproved  land,  and  he 
built  a  round  log  Cabin  with  stick  and  mud  chim- 
neys. He  was  always  a  man  of  prominence  in 
this  locality,  and  by  means  of  his  energ_y  had  his 
farm  in  a  good  condition  when  he  died  in  August, 
1865.  His  wife  died  in  1874.  To  them  werel)orn 
twelve  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz.:  Mary,  wife  of  James  Crawford;  Cyrus  H.  and 
Sarah,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Hilton. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Adams  Count3',  Ohio, 
October  7,  1827,  and  received  his  educational 
training  in  a  little  log  school  house  in  this  township. 
His  childhood  and  early  youth  were  passed  at  the 
old  homestead,  and  in  1853  he  journeyed  West 
across  the  plains  with  .an  ox-team,  and  spent  four 
months  and  thirteen  days  before  he  reached  Cali- 
fornia. Immediately  upon  his  arrival  in  that  State 
he  entered  one  of  the  gold  mines  and  worked  there 
most  successfully  for  over  two  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Illinois — to  his  father's  house — and  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  to  the  welfare  of  his 
parents  until  death  claimed  them. 

Mr.  Bishop,  in  1856,  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Jenkins,  daughter  of  Thomas  Jenkins,  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  this  count3^  who  lived  in  Water- 
ford  Township.  Both  he  .and  his  wife  are  dead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  William; 
Oscar,  who  married  Miss  Nancy  Frye,  lives  ia 
Cuba  and  has  one  child;  Lincoln,  who  married 
Miss  Ollie  Shepley,  and  resides  in  Canton;  Cyrene, 
wife  of  Samuel  Bishop,  who  lives  in  Lewistown 
Township  and  has  thre^  children ;  and  Jasper,  who 
married  Miss  Rosa  Jenkins,  and  lives  in  this  town- 
ship.    Mrs.  Bishop  died  in  1868. 

Our  subject  married  Mrs.  May  J.  Foxworthy  in 
April,  1870.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mahalia  (Pollard)  Strode,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky respectively.  Mrs.  Bishop's  parents  were 
married  in  Ohio  and  resided  there  for  a  time,  and 
afterward  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  the  father 
died  in  1842  .and  the  moth'er  in  1850.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  living, 
and  five  of  whom  make  their  home  in  this  county. 
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Mrs.  Bishop  was  born  April  5,  1832,  in  Adams 
Count}',  01)io,  and  is  a  lady  who  possesses  great 
mental  ahilil}-  and  is  popular  in  social  circles.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  have  been  born  three  children, 
only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  viz.:  Cyrus  H., 
Jr.,  who  was  born  March  1,1874,  and  received  a 
good  common-school  education. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  devout  and  faithful 
intmhcrs  of  the  United  ]5rethren  Church,  and  he 
has  been  Leader  and  Steward  of  same  a  number  of 
times,  and  is  at  the  present  writing  Trustee.  They 
also  manifest  gre.at  interest  in  .Sunday-school  mat- 
ters, Mr.  Bishop  being  Superintendent  and  a 
te.iclier.  He  has  in  addition  to  these  offices  been 
School  Director,  and  has  in  numerous  instances 
administered  to  the  public  >yelfare  of  this  commu- 
nity. A  Republican,  he  takes  great  interest  in 
political  matters.  Mr.  Bishop  owns  eighty  acres  of 
valuabfe  and  highly  cultivated  land,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  his  agricultural  pursuits  devotes  much 
attention  to  stock-raising  and  has  in  his  possession 
some  very  fine  Norman  and  English-shire  horses. 
A  leader  in  business,  social  and  religious  circles, 
Jlr.  Bishop  has  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  of 
the  peoi>le,  not  only  in  tliis  township  but  through- 
out the  county. 


ANIEL  L.  MILLER.  A  lifetime  of  earn- 
]]  est  endeavor  in  pursuing  the  various  oc- 
<^^'  cupations  in  which  he  has  been  engaged, 
especially  his  farming  enterprises,  coupled 
withstrict  integrity,  honesty  of  purpose  and  liber- 
ality, has  tended  to  place  Mr.  Miller  among  the 
liighly  honored  and  successful  business  men  of 
Joshua  Township.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  May  11,  1844,  to  John  F.  and  Su- 
sanna (Uavermail)  Miller. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  native  of  Maryland, 
tiorn  in  Washington  Cqunty,  near  Boonsboro,  Au- 
o-iisl  1,  1813.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  the  same  State  and  county,  November  1,  1818, 
and  was  there  reared  and  married.  The  family  re- 
moved in  the  year  1846  to  this  county,  settling 
Hist  at  Farraiugton,  where  they  wintered  and  then 


Mr.  Miller  purchased  one  hundred  and  seventj'- 
three  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  Joshua  Town- 
ship. Here  he  spent  his  remaining  years,  bus}'  in 
the  development  of  a  farm,  and  JIarch  4,  1869, 
closed  a  useful  life,  leaving  a  loving  wife  and  five 
devoted  children  to  mourn  his  loss. 

After  his  father's  death  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  who  was  mostly  reared  and  educated  in  this 
county,  purchased  the  old  homestead  on  whicli  iiis 
boyliood  days  had  been  passed.  It  was  already 
adorned  with  many  substantial  improvements,  in- 
cluding a  commodious  and  well-arranged  residence 
erected  by  the  father  in  1847,  and  other  buildings. 
Since  the  farm  came  into  his  possession  Mr.  aiiller 
has  erected  a  large  and  finely  built  barn,  and  h.as 
all  the  modern  conveniences  for  carrying  on  agri- 
culture to  the  best  advantage.  His  homestead  is 
finely  located  about  six  miles  due  west  from  Can- 
ton and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  of  resi 
dence  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Miller's  mother  passed  away  to  her  final 
resting  place  in  the  month  of  March,  1886.  and  her 
death  was  that  of  a  i)ure  Christian  woman,  wlio  in 
life  had  trained  her  family  most  carefully  and  had 
been  exceedingly  kind  to  neighbors  and  friends. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  October6,  1865,  to  Miss 
Mary  Hoffman,  their  wedding  being  solemnized 
in  this  township.  Mrs.  Miller  was  born  December 
6,  1843.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Virginia 
and  were  of  German  descent.  Of  this  marriage 
four  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject, 
namely:  Jennie,  Effie,  llattie  and  Franklin.  The 
latter  has  taken  a  course  in  a  business  college  at 
Canton,  while  the  other  children  are  attending  the 
local  district  schools. 

Our  subject  is  an  industrious,  hard-working 
fanner,  and  keeps  his  estate  well-cultivated.  Suc- 
cess can  be  gained  only  by  perseverance  and  untir- 
ing energj'.  and  Mr.  Miller  possessing  these  valua- 
ble qualities  in  a  marked  degree  has  amassed  a 
considerable  fortune.  He  is  very  much  inte:-ested 
in  stock-raising,  has  a  fine  stable  of  horses  and  his 
sales,  which  take  place  every  year,  attract  much  at- 
tention and  are  largely  attended.  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
wide-awake  business  man  and  embr.aces  ever}-  op- 
portunity for  advancing  his  own  interests  and  those 
of  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his  home.  He 


804 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


belongs  to  the  Democratic  party  and  in  politics,  as 
on  all  other  subjects,  his  judgment  is  good.  A 
man  of  social  culture,  well  educated  and  of  much 
wealth,  he  has  naturally  been  called  upon  to  (ill 
responsible  positions.  He  has  been  School  Director 
in  District  No.  4  for  six  years;  was  Collector  of 
Joshua  Township  one  year;  and  Road  Commis- 
sioner for  six  years;  and  is  at  the  present  writing  a 
School  Trustee.  He  has  a  number  of  warm  friends 
who  recognize  him  as  a  leader  among  men,  and 
one  entirely  callable  of  fulfilling  any  duty  imijosed 
upon  him  in  a  most  highly  satisfactory  manner. 


ylLLIAM  CALDWELL.  One  by  one  the 
pioneers  of  Farmington  and  vicinity  are- 
passing  away  and  their  labors  and  struggles 
will  soon  be  a  matter  of  histoiy.  It  is  well  to  pre- 
serve in  memory  a  brief  account  of  the  privations 
and  difficulties  under  which  they  labored  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  our  material,  civil  and  religious 
prosperity.  For  this  purpose  a  few  facts  regarding 
the  honored  gentleman  above  named  will  bo  pre- 
sented to  our  readers. 

The  subject  of  these  brief  paragraphs  was  of 
Scotch  and  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  great-grand- 
parents were  Joiin  and  Ann  (King)  Caldwell,  both 
of  pure  Scotch  blood.  His  grat  dparents  were  John 
and  Isabel  (Strain)  Caldwell  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1792.  They  made  their  home  in  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  where  Grandfather  Caldwell  died.  In 
1802  the  surviving  members  of  the  family  re- 
moved to  ]\Iercer  County,  where  Samuel  Cald- 
well, father  of  our  subject,  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Donaldson,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  On 
the  Caldwell  estate,  at  what  is  now  known  as  New 
Hamburg,  October  8,  1806.  William  Caldwell 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  at  his  native  place  which  he  left 
in  1828  to  learn  the  cabinet-maker's  ti-ade  in  Pitts- 
burg. He  remained  in  the  Smoky  City  until  called 
home  by  the  death  of  his  father  in  1830. 

January  14,  of  the  same  ^ear,  Mr.  Caldwell  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Lindsej-  and  established  his 
home   at   Leeches   Corners.     In   18o6   he  came   to 


Chicago,  then  in  its  infancy,  but  after  sojourning 
there  a  twelvemonth  returned  to  his  former  home. 
In  1841  he  ca'nie  to  Farmington  to  settle  the  estate 
of  Dr.  Joseph  Caldwell  and  the  following  year 
brought  hither  his  family.  He  and  his  brother-in- 
law,  Thomas  Lindsey,  built  two  flalboats,  on  one 
of  which  they  erected  a  house  for  their  family,  and 
embarked  on  the  Eric  and  Pittsburg  Canal  for  the 
West.  The  water  was  very  low,  progress  difficuli, 
and  they  finally  determined  to  sell  their  flatboats 
and  complete  their  journey  on  a  steamer.  They 
sold  their  boats  at  Cincinnati,  continued  their  jour- 
ney in  a  steamboat  to  Kingston,  then  removed  by 
wagon  to  the  vicinity  of  Farmington. 

Our  subject  si)eritthe  winter  on  Mr.  White's  farm 
and  in  the  s|)ring  took  up  a  half-section  of  Gov- 
ernment land  at  Uniontown.  There,  September  I, 
1849,  his  companion  died,  leaving  him  with  six 
children  to  care  for.  Of  these  Joseph  Rollins, 
now  living  in  Stewart,  Iowa,  is  tiie  only  sur- 
vivor. In  the  fall  of  1850  Mr.  Caldwell  took  his 
son  Samuel,  then  aged  sixteen,  and  his  two  daugh- 
ters aged  eight  and  six  years,  to  Pennsj  Ivania, 
spending  the  winter  at  the  old  homestead.  March 
10,  1851,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rosina  Monoid 
and  immediately  started  b^-  boat  with  his  wife  and 
two  daughters,  his  son  having  been  apprenticed  to 
a  ()rinter  at  Mercer,  for  his  home  at  I'niontown, 
III.  In  1855  Mr.  Caldwell  removed  to  Farming- 
ton  and  embarked  in  the  sale  of  general  merchan- 
dise with  H.  N.  Field,  being  afterward  associated 
with  a  Mr.  Day.  In  common  with  most  business 
men  of  the  time  Mr.  Caldwell  suflfered  severe!}'  in 
the  financial  crash  which  immediately  preceded  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion. 

In  the  .spring  of  1860,  in  company  witii  John 
Leeper,  and  his  son  Samuel,  Mr.  Caldwell  made  a 
trip  to  Pike's  Peak,  prospecting  for  gold,  but  re- 
turned in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year.  For  a 
time  he  bought  grain  for  P.  P.  Chapman.  In  Ajjril, 
1862,  he  was  commissioned  Postm.aster  of  Farm- 
ington. being  the  first  Republican  to  hold  office 
and  under  the  first  Republican  President.  He 
filled  the  ijosition  with  honor  and  satisfaction  to 
all  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  centurj-,  when  his  suc- 
cessor w.as  appointed  by  Grover  Cleveland  in  1885. 
Being  at  that  time  scvcntv-nine   vears  of  .age   Mr. 
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Caldwell  tlioughl  it  wise  to  retire  from  business, 
and  until  liis  death,  July  29.  1890,  had  no  aetivc 
occupation.  When  called  from  lime  to  eternity  he 
"as  eight_v  three  years,  nine  months  and  twenty- 
one  days  old. 

Mr.  Caldwell  was  in  hearty  sympathy  with  all 
movements  of  |)rogress  and  reform  and  liore  his 
full  sliare  in  developini);  the  material  resources  of 
this  countr3'.  He  was  a  man  of  unimpeachable  in- 
tegrity and  kindness  of  heart  and  purity  of  motive 
and  has  left  beh.ind  him  the  record  of  a  long  and 
useful  life.  His  parents  were  Presbyterians  but  he 
was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  1851  he,  with  the 
pii'sent  Mrs.  Caldwell,  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tiiuial  Church  of  Farmington,  and  in  its  fellowship 
was  living  when  called  hence.  He  had  ten  chil- 
dren, twenty  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand- 
children, and  also  reared  and  educated  William 
JlcCuUough,  commonly  known  as  Will  Caldwell, 
of  Elm  wood.  Besides  the  son  before  mentioned 
t  v(i  children  survive — Annie  Warden,  now  Mrs. 
I  L.  Kennedy,  of  New  Brighton,  Pa.  and  Mary 
l^;lbella,  wife  of  F.  O.  Dewey,  of  Farmington. 


AMES  M.  ONION.  Fulton  County  sent 
many  brave,  patriotic,  self  sacrificing  men  to 
the  front  during  the  Civil  War  in  those 
times  that  tested  a  man's  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion to  his  country.  Among  them  was  James  M. 
Onion  who  won  honor  as  a  soldier  and  rose  from 
the  ranks  to  an  important  official  position  in  his 
regiment.  He  is  now  quietly  pursuing  farming  in 
Pleasant  Township,  and  has  done  good  service  here 
in  the  aid  he  has  given  his  fellow  agriculturists  in 
promoting  the  growth  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

iMr.  Onion  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  this  count}', 
October  12,  1835.  being  the  date  of  his  birth.  His 
parents,  William  a-.d  Jane  (Hagan)  Onion,  natives 
respectively,  of  Harrison  County,  Ind.,  and  East- 
ern Tennessee  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
part  of  Illinois.  The  paternaj  ancestors  of  our 
subject  were  of  English  extraction,  while  his  ma- 
ternal  ancestors  were  of  mingled  English  and  Irish 
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blood.  His  father  emigrated  from  Indiana  to  Illi- 
nois in  the  fall  of  18.34,  accompanied  thither  by  his 
wife  and  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Woodland 
Township,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  9,  from  the  Government,  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  section  10,  paying  §1.25  per  acre  for 
the  whole  of  it.  Jlr.  Onion's  death  in  1842  re- 
moved a  useful  jiioneer  and  a  good  citizen  from 
his  community.  His  widow  did  not  long  survive 
him  but  died  in  1848.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children  of  whom  two  survive,  James  M.  and 
Polly  A.,  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in  Colorado. 
The  father  taught  the  first  school  in  Woodland 
Township  and  also  served  as  a  Constable.  He  was 
a  firm  Democrat  in  politics  and  was  greatly  re- 
si)ected  by  bis  fellow. citizens. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  in  Woodland 
Township,  where  he  gained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  afterw.-uil  taught  school  for  a 
time.  He  earlj'  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of 
farming  ami  has  made  it  his  life  work,  which  has 
only  been  interrupted  by  the  3-ears  that  he  devoted 
to  his  country's  cause  during  the  war.  Ho  made 
his  home  in  Woodland  Township  until  he  removed 
to  his  present  farm  on  section  26,  Pleasant  Town- 
ship in  1882.  Here  he  has  a  well-ordered  farm, 
comprising  eighty  acres  of  fori  ilr  land,  which  is 
mostly  under  cultivation  and  i-  -applied  wjih  all 
necessary  im provements. 

Air.  Onion  was  in  the  prime  of  early  manhood 
when  the  war  broke  out.  He  had  watched  the 
course  of  events  that  led  up  to  it  with  intelligent 
interest  and  as  soon  as  possible  voluntered  to  de- 
fend the  Stars  and  Stripes,  enlisting  August  13, 
1861,  in  Company  H,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  which 
was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Butler  and  became  a  pait 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Our  subject  lirst 
fought  under  Gen.  Fremont  and  then  served  under 
Gen.  Curtis  and  was  under  various  other  comman- 
ders during  the  years  that  he  was  in  the  army.  He 
did  brave  service  in  the  battles  at  Pea  Ridge,  in  the 
engagements  at  Horner  Bluff  and  at  Arkansas 
Post,  and  was  in  many  minor  skirmishes.  He 
fought  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and  did  service 
up  and  down  the  Mississippi  River  from  Vicks- 
burg.     He  was  suliscquently  sent  with  his  regiment 
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on  an  expedition  against  tiie  Sioux  Indians  and 
was  finally  honorablj' discharged  from  tlie  army  at 
Ft.  Snelling,  Minn.,  October  10,  I860.  His  cool- 
ness and  courage  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and'  his 
promptness  in  executing  orders  early  attracteU  the 
attention  of  his  superiors  and  from  being  Corporal 
of  his  company  he  was  promoted  through  the  vari,- 
ous  grades  to  the  position  of  First  Lieutenant  and 
at  the  time  of  his  discharge  held  a  Captain's  com- 
mission. 

After  leaving  the  army  our  subject  returned  to 
Illinois  and  resumed  the  calling  that  he  had  aband- 
oned when  he  took  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  Union. 
Wliile  he  was  in  the  service  lie  had  been  married, 
April  22,  1864,  to  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Rounds,  widow  of 
Henry  Rounds,  of  Fulton  County,  and  daughter  of 
Col.  Taylor  Hughes,  of  the  same  county.  Her  fa- 
ther was  a  native  of  Maryland.  Eiglit  children 
have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely  : 
Unetlie,  wife  of  F.  M.  McLaren;  William  T. ;  Dora 
E.,  wife  of  William  Horner;  Roselta,  Logan  L., 
Ariel,  Iva,  and  Owen  O. 

IMr.  Onion  is  a  man  of  sensible  views  a.id  of 
sound  common  sense,  and  is  industrious  in  his 
habits.  He  possesses  many  good  personal  qualities 
and  is  justly  classed  among  our  best  citizens.  He 
is  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Ipava  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  is 
a  stalwart  chamjjion. 

■fss^  AMUEL  PORTER  has  made  farming  his 
ife  pursuit,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
calling  has  achieved  a  success  that  places 
him  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Pleasant 
Township,  where  he  has  a  valuable  well-managed 
farm  on  section  22.  He  is  a  native  of  Ireland  and 
was  born  September  28,  1840,  a  son  of  James  and 
Isabel  (Simmons)  Porter,  both  of  whom  were  born 
and  reared  on  the  Emerald  Isle. 

In  1849  the  family  came  to  America  to  enjoy 
the  many  advantages  offered  by  this  Government 
to  foreigners.  They  took  passage  at  Liverpool  on 
a  sailing  vessel,  and  landed  at  Philadelphia  after  a 
voyage  of  five  weeks.     From  that  point  they  pro- 


ceeded directly  to  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  where 
the  parents  lived  until  death.  To  them  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  living: 
Nancy,  wife  of  Jackson  Head,  of  Ohio;  John,  a  res- 
ident of  Ohio;  Margaret,  wife  of  Sidney  B.  Lutgen. 
of  Nemaha  County,  Neb.;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Porter; 
Ann,  wife  of  John  Bishop,  of  Ohio;  Samuel  and 
Robert  who  live  in  Isabel  Township. 

Samuel  Porter  passed  the  3-ears  intervening  be- 
tween childhood  and  manhood  in  Ohio,  where  he 
was  given  a  common  school  education.  At  an 
early  age  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and 
has  made  a  life-long  business  of  agricultural  pur- 
suits, devoting  to  tiiem  all  the  energy  of  his  nnture 
and  strength  of  his  judgment.  In  1869  he  took 
possession  of  his  present  farm  which  embraces  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine  farming  land, 
which  is  admirably-  tilled  .and  lias  been  well-im- 
proved. Mr.  Porter  has  accumulated  this  valuable 
property,  solely  by  his  own  industry  and  ability, 
having  no  financial  assistance  from  any  one.  and  he 
may  be  termed  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  phrase.  He  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  as  is  shown  by  his  election  to  vari- 
ous offices  of  trust.  He  was  at  one  time  .School 
Trustee  for  this  township,  and  has  also  served  it  as 
Clerk  and  Collector,  and  was  for  a  period  of  eight 
years  Assessor  of  the  Township.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  popular  in  social  circles  and  have  many 
warm  fi  lends. 

C)ur  subject  was  married  June  22.  1861,  to  Miss 
Mary  M.  Gileon,  wiio  was  born  in  Fulton  County 
November  25,  1843,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Melissa  Gilson,  natives  respectively  of  Vermont 
and  Pennsylvania.  The  Gilsons  moved  from  Ohio 
to  Fulton  County  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement, 
and  were  numbered  among  the  pioneers  whose 
skillful  hands  in  a  few  years  changed  a' wilderness 
of  trees  and  undergrowth  into  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable farming  localities  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
The  father  died  here  nnd  the  mother  still  makes  her 
home  in  Pleasant  Township.  They  are  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  namely: 
Lantis,  wife  of  Henr^'  Lalicker,  of  Nebraska;  San- 
ford,  who  makes  his  home  in  Pleasant  Township; 
Mrs.  Porter;  Charles,  who  lives  in  Vermont  Town- 
ship; Isabel,  wife  of  Moses  lanson,  of  K.msas,  and 
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Josephine,  wife  of  Charles  Babeock,  of  Pleasant 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter's  maniage  has 
been  blessed  with  eight  ciiildren,  of  whom  tliese 
six  .ire  living:  Addie;  Chloe,  wife  of  HMrry  M. 
Strouse,  of  Pleasant  Townsiiip;  Rilla.  Otis,  Elmer 
and  (inv. 


I  ^  V.  MERRITT.  This  gentleman  is  one  of 
Y  j;  Ihe  leading  merchants  in  the  village  of 
*^^  Table  Grove,  carrying  a  full  line  of  gen- 
(£))  eral  merchandise,  to  the  amount  of  $10,000. 
He  has  not  onljf  done  much  towards  advancing  the 
prosperit3^  of  the  village  by  embarking  in  this  bus- 
iness enterprise,  but  he  has  in  other  ways  been  in- 
strumental toward  the  same  end.  He  bought  and 
improved  the  southwest  corner  of  the  square  and 
has  built  for  his  own  occupancy  a  fine  large  resi- 
dence on  Main  Street.  All  the  buildings  are  orna- 
ments to  the  village  and  add  decidedly  to  the  value 
of  the  property  near  them. 

Mr.  Merritt  is  connected  with  some  of  the  first 
families  of  the  county,  his  parents  being  \V.  J.  and 
Mary  D.  (Mershon)  Merritt,  and  his  maternal 
grandparents,  Henr\'  and  Hannah  (Dilworth)  Mer- 
shon. The  parents  met  in  the  Buckeye  State  and 
after  the  Mershon  family  located  in  this  county 
Mr.  Merritt  came  hither  for  his  bride.  Disembark- 
ing from  the  river  boat  at  Liverpool,  he  came  on 
foot  across  the  country  to  Vermont,  carrying  his 
trunk — one  of  the  old-fashioned  hair-covered  kind 
— on  his  back.  His  marriage  was  the  first  solem- 
nized in  Vermont,  which  at  that  time  was  a  village 
of  two  houses.  The  spring  following  the  happy 
event  the  young  couple  returned  to  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  made  their  home  until 
1849.  They  then  took  up  their  residence  in  this 
county  and  the  next  year  the  husband  went  to 
California,  remaining  on  the  coast  eighteen  months. 
He  then  made  a  permanent  settlement  five  miles 
west  of  Table  Grove.  He  and  his  wife  are  still 
hale  and  hearty,  although  but  three  of  their  six- 
teen children  are  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Belmont  County  Ohio, 
August  4,  1843,  but  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
State  since  early  childhood.     He   was  educated  in 


the  common  schools  and  after  his  marriage  tried 
farm  life  for  himself  on  the  homestead,  his  father 
having  left  the  farm  and  opened  a  store  at  Bar- 
dolph.  After  a  year  of  farm  life  the  young  man 
went  into  business  with  his  father,  continuing  his 
mercantile  pursuits  two  years.  He  then  starte  1  a 
store  in  Industry,  but  after  a  time  returned  to  Bar- 
dolph  and  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  having 
owned  a  mill  before  he  went  to  Industry.  He  lias 
carried  on  a  stock  business  since  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  when  he  came  to  Table  Grove  he 
opened  a  butcher  shop  in  connection  therewith. 
In  1883  he  bought  out  a  mercantile  firm  and  re- 
sumed the  sale  of  merchandise,  for  which  his  previ- 
ous experience  had  well  fitted  him. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Merritt  and  Miss  .lenny 
Smith  was  solemnized  October  18,  1,SC6.  The 
bride  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Nancy  (Steel) 
Smith,  who  are  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  McDonough  County.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  were  boru  in  the  Empire  State,  siie  belong- 
ing to  an  old  family  of  Sj-racuse.  Her  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Mohawk  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mer- 
ritt have  had  five  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  living  arc  Lena,  Nellie,  Harry  and 
Otis.  Lena  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Lou  Miller, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  this  county,  now  ably  assist- 
ing Mr.  Merritt  in  the  store;  Nellie  is  the  wife  of 
C.  L.  Bradfield.  who  belongs  to  an  old  family  of 
Bushnell  a'nd  he  also  is  engaged  in  the  store. 

Mr.  Merritt,  politically  speaking,  is  of  Demo- 
cratic antecedents,  but  having  become  convinced 
that  the  liquor  question  is  of  paramount  importance, 
he  acts  with  and  works  for  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  and  his  wife  are  Methodists  in  religion. 


'<lf%.  ETEPv  PUMYEA,  of  French  and  Holland- 
11  Jj)  Dutch  descent,  was  born  in  Somerset 
^j;!!^  County,  N.  .1.,  in  1799,  and  married  Catli- 
^  erine  Sarah  Stryker,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Capt.  Strj-kcr,  who  raised  the  first  Independent 
Company  of  Troopers  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
of  which  he  was  (rliosen  Captain.  He  was  commis- 
sionid  ilirectlv  bv  Gen.  Washington  to  serve  in  the 
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Revolutionary  War.  and  although  justly  entitled  to 
a  pension  for  wounds  received  in  the  service, 
looked  upon  it  as  a  disgrace  to  apply  for  one,  feel- 
ing that  he  had  only  done  what  every  patriot  should 
freely  do  for  his  countr}'. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Pumyea  included  tlie  follow- 
ing eight  children:  Simon  P.,  John  S.,  Nelson  De- 
Witt,  Luther,  Theodore,  Sarah  Ellen,  Lydia  Ann 
and  Sarah  Ellen  (after  the  first  died).  Thinking 
the  West  would  offer  greater  advantages  for  his 
family,  Mr.  Pumyea  started  on  a  tour  of  inspection 
in  company  with  a  friend.  Although  the  time  of 
their  visit  was  the  year  of  the  cholera  plague  (1835), 
yet  Illinois  lands  were  being  boomed  by  specula- 
tors and  prices  were  high,  considering  the  few  im- 
provements tlie  countrj'  offered,  being  netted  over 
with  laid  out  lines  of  railroads,  and  none  com- 
pleted, but  a  large  debt  incurred.  Chicago,  then  a 
little  village  and  Government  fort  called  Dearborn, 
with  other  towns,  felt  the  effect  of  these  enterprises 
and  consequently  choice  lots  in  Chicago  advanced 
to  $600  or  $700  each.  It  was  not  uncommon  to 
hear  groans  and  curses  from  the  various  visitors, 
who  would  pass  the  nights  on  the  floors  of  the 
taverns;  these  exclamations  were  called  forth  by 
chagrin  at  the  inability  of  their  wallets  to  respond  to 
the  prices  of  property. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pumyea  in  Fulton 
County,  Mrs.  Gould,  a  relative  of  his,  had  lost  a 
child  in  the  great  tornado  which  swept  over 
the  village  of  Canton  on  its  route  to  New  Bruns- 
wick and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Prior  to  this,  Richard 
Addis,  a  relative  who  had  been  in  the  country 
many  years,  succumbed  to  the  malaria  incident  to 
a  new  land,  died  and  was  buried  in  the  brush  or 
barrens  near  Canton.  This  district  was  afterward 
nstd  as  farming  land  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  city. 
His  grave  to  many  is  unknown.  Notwitiistanding 
obstacles  and  hardships,  Mr.  Pumyea  determined  I 
to  make  Fulton  County  his  permanent  home, 
being  convinced  that  Illinois,  in  advantages  offered  I 
the  farmer,  was  superior  to  the  partially  exhausted  | 
soil  of  the  East.  [ 

Leaving  tlicir  Eastern  home,  tlie  family  of  our 
subject  drove   through  on  the  National  Turnpike, 
plunging   into  sloughs  and  unworked  roads,  after   j 
six  weeks  of  arduous  travel  reached  Fulton  County.    | 


They  passed  througli  the  Grand  Prairie  (not  inap- 
propriately so  called)  near  Danville,  111.,  and 
Abram  Teathworth,  who  with  his  wife  accompanied 
the  Pumyea  .family,  exclaimed  upon  seeing  the 
vast  extent  of  prairie,  "Mr.  Pumyea,  Mr.  Pumyea  1 
do  stop  here  1  do  stop  here  1  "  To  those  whose  eyes 
had  for  weeks  wearied  of  the  timber  country,  the 
prairie,  which  reached  far  as  eye  could  scan,  was  a 
pleasant  sight.  However,  having  arranged  to  settle 
in  Fulton  County,  they  concluded  it  was  best 
to  proceed  thither. 

In  June,  1836,  a  settlement  was  made  on  sections 
31,  8  north  and  3,  on  the  Indian  trail,  (on  which 
land  as  a  guide,  was  a  large  elm  tree,  seen  many 
miles),  between  Farmiiiglon  and  Ellisville.  The 
iiuprovements  consisted  of  a  few  acres  fenced  and 
a  double  cabin,  purchased  of  Samuel  Dyer,  who 
occupied  it.  Afterw.ard  this  cabin  was  enlarged, 
for  the  continued  influx  of  visi'„ors  rendered  the 
adrlitional  accommodations  necessary.  Tliese  nu- 
merous speculators  and  immigrants  alw.ays  found 
Catherine  Pum^'ea  an  obliging  iiostcss,  never  tiring 
in  entertaining  visitors,  and  in  Peter  Pumyea  they 
found  a  genial  host,  kind-hearted  and  hospitable. 
Many  cherish  in  fond  recollection  the  memory  of 
those  pioneer  days,  and  the  warni-hearted  Mr. 
Pumyea  and  his  estimable  wife  will  live  long  in  the 
hearts  of  their  grateful  fellow-men. 

In  1836-37,  Moses  Hall  and  Benjamin  Foster 
having  laid  out  a  forty-acre  tract  in  town  lots, 
Peter  Pumyea  and  Richard  Davis  conceived  the 
plan  of  adding  thereto  bj'  the  purchase  of  an 
addition,  which  they  laid  out  and  named  Utica; 
but  finding  another  town  by  that  name,  they 
changed  it  to  Fairview.  The  first  schoolhouse  in 
the  town  was  a  log  cabin  with  puncheon  floors,  and 
slab  seats,  without  backs.  The  teachers  were 
almost  always  efficient  instructors  and  disciplina- 
rians, and  used  ferules  and  long  switches  to  com- 
mand respect  and  obedience.  After  the  town  was 
started  every  effort  was  used  to  induce  mechanics 
and  merch.ants  to  locate  here;  lots  were  set  apart 
for  religious  sects,  and  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson  was 
sent  .IS  a  missionary.  He  arrived  here  October  3, 
1837,  and  on  the  16th  of  that  month  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  was  organized  with  eight  mem- 
bers,    JVIr.    Wilson    volunteered     his    services    as 
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pastor,  and  imraediately  after  his  arrival  the  con- 
gregation united  in  the  determination  to  erect  a 
cimrch  edifice.  The  pastor  and  our  subject  were 
sent  East  and  returned  with  a  large  donation,  which 
they  Iiad  solicited  in  small  amounts  from  their 
friends  in  New  Jersey.  This  donation,  together 
with  that  received  from  many  prominent  citizens 
in  Fulton  County,  enabled  them  to  erect  a  large 
structure  on  the  beautiful  square  of  ground  donated 
by  Peter  Pumyea  for  that  purpose,  in  anticipation 
of  a  large  influx  of  emigration. 

It  is  through  the  efforts  of  Peter  Pumyea  and  a 
few  others  that  Fairview  owes  its  present  influential 
position  among  the  towns  of  Fulton  County.  Mr. 
Pumyea  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  his  many  acquaint- 
ances during  his  life,  and  at  his  death  was  sincerely 
mourned.  He  passed  from  the  scenes  of  earth 
January  22,  1851,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  His 
estimable  wife  survived  him  many  j  ears,  and  died 
Fcliruary  5,  1884,  at  tiie  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
F(ir  further  reference  to  the  family  history  see 
sketcli  of  Theodore  Pumyea  on  another  page  of 
tills  volume. 


ILLIAM'^A.  HILL.  Genial  manners  and 
^^Jlj  strict  integrity  of  purpose  are  traits  of 
character  that  invariably  make  a  man  pop- 
ular throughout  the  community  in  which  he  resides, 
and  certainly  such  has  proved  to  be  the  ease  in  the 
history  of  5Ir.  Hill,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
most  popular  citizens  of  Fulton  County.  His  judg- 
ment is  excellent  and  besides  hisoflicial  skill  he  pos- 
sesses a  large  amount  of  mechanical  genius,  building 
bridges,  barns,  etc.,  after  the  most  approved  style. 
His  popularity  is  indicated  by  the  fact  tiiat  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Highways  for 
the  i)ast  twelve  years,  and  has  given  universal  sat- 
isfaction. He  is  a  successful  agriculturist  and  like 
many  men  who  have  risen  to  prominence  he  com- 
menced at  the  very  bottom  round  of  the  ladder  of 
fortune,  and  has  climbed  to  the  top  solely  by 
means  of  Lis  own  perseverance  and  industry. 

In    a    canvas     tent    in    Red     River     County, 
Tex.,  the  eyes  of  our  subject  first  opeued   to  the 


light,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  March  2G,  1836. 
His  father.  Thomas  Hill,  was  a  native  of  Tennes- 
see, where  he  was  reared  and  where  he  married 
Matilda  Swapshire,  also  a  native  of  Tennessee. 
They  sojourned  for  a  number  of  years  in  their  na- 
tive .State,  whence,  in  183(),  they  removed  to  Texas 
and,  settling  in  Red  River  Count}',  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  as  follows:  Ariminla,  Catherine, 
Marinda,  Thomas,  Cynthia,  Julia,  Abner  K.,  Wil- 
liam A.,  Martha  J.,  George  R.  and  Mary.  All 
grew  to  maturity'  and  at  present  nine  are  living. 

Thomas  Hill  in  his  political  .sympathies,  was  a 
strong  Union  man,  and  when  he  married,  his  wife 
inherited,  with  the  rest  of  her  estate,  a  number  of 
slaves,  whom  he  immediately  set  free  He  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  as  a  partial 
compensation  for  his  services,  was  given  a  land 
warrant  for  some  unbroken  prairie  in  Illinois.  Ac- 
cordingly he  removed  to  this  State  in  1847,  and 
after  sojourning  in  ^Mercer  County  for  a  nuinber  of 
years,  located  in  Iowa.  Being  in  poor  circum- 
stances and  ill-health,  he  did  not  meet  with  success, 
and  was  finally  given  a  home  b}-  our  subject,  who 
built  a  house  for  him  on  his  own  farm.  There  the 
father  died  in  1880  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  Cherry- 
vale,  Kan.,  having  attained  her  eighty-third  year. 
The  earliest  recollections  of  our  subject  are  of 
the  Lone  Star  State,  where  he  attended  school  and 
passed  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life.  He  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Illinois,  and  while  yet  a  boy 
helped  to  break  the  sod  of  the  prairie  land  of  Illi- 
nois and  drove  a  five-yoke  team  of  oxen  at  a  break- 
ing plow.  In  ISiJ.i  he  moved  to  Fulton  County, 
and  commenced  life  for  himself,  for  his  father,  be- 
ing poor,  was  unable  to  give  him  aid  financiall3\ 
He  was  united  in  marriage  in  18ii7,  with  Miss  Mar- 
tha, daughter  of  E.  M.  and  Elizabeth  Hill,  of 
Farmington  Township,  this  co^nt3^  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Hill  were  natives  of  Tennessee  and  removed  to 
Illinois  in  1834.  He  is  still  living  on  the  farm 
where  he  first  settled  in  Fulton  C'ounl\-  and  has 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Mrs.  Hill  died  May  21,  18'J0. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  lo- 
cated   in    M<r.-r   (■..ii,,ti     thi-    SiMif.  hIm  iMf.    In 
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1869,  they  removed  to  this  county.  Their  union 
lias  been  blessed  with  two  children— Emma,  the 
wife  of  E.  E.  Davis,  of  Farmington,  and  Judson.at 
home  with  liis  parents.  Mrs.  Hill  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church  and  is  a  most  estimable 
woman,  possessing  those  qualities  of  heart  and 
mind  which  have  won  for  her  countless  friends. 
Mr.  Hill  has  been  so  successful  in  his  efforts  that  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres,  besides  six  houses  and 
lots  in  the  village  of  Norris  and  two  houses  and 
lots  in  Farmington. 

Prominent  in  the  political  history  of  his  county, 
Mr.  Hill  has  not  only  served  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways,  as  above  stated,  but  has  in  other  ways 
represented  the  people,  whose  interests  are  upper- 
most in  his  mind.  He  is  a  strong  Republican,  and 
believes  in  protection  of  our  industries.  At  dif- 
ferent times  of  his  life  he  has  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and,  sociall3\  is  a  member  of  Farming- 
ton  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  192.  For  the  past  five 
years  he  has  been  devoting  his  attention  principally 
to  the  business  of  a  contractor.  His  portrait  which 
is  presented  in  connection  with  this  biographical 
review,  represents  one  of  Fulton  County's  promi- 
nent citizens,  whose  life  proves  the  truth  of  the 
adage,  "where  there  is  a  will  there's  a  way." 


^>^- 


W.  RAF"FERTY,  whose  sketch  now  in- 
vites attention  from  the  reader,  is  a  self- 
iii  made  man  in  the  most  comprehensive 
meaning  of  that  terra,  and  one  who  by 
dint  of  natural  ability  and  perseverance  has  raised 
himself  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  round  of  the 
ladder  of  success.  His  early  opportunities  were 
poor  indeed;  but  .as  is  daily  proven,  everything  is 
possible  to  one  who  ])ossesses  strength  of  character 
and  push,  and  these  Mr.  Raffertj'  certainly  has 
in  a  marked  degree.  As  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Savill  <fe  Rafferty  he  ranks  among  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Canton,  and  being  both  popular 
and  a  good  worker,  is  rapidly  accumulating  a 
forluni'. 

j\li-.    HaiTcrty    is    the    son    of   Owen   and    Sarah 


(Kahaler)  Rafferty,  his  birth  occurring  at  Canton 
October  19,  1859.  Both  of  his  parents  were  natives 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  there  passed  their  lives 
until  the  year- 18 18,  at  which  time  they  left  Ireland 
to  find  a  new  home  in  the  United  States.  Their 
first  stopping  place  in  this  country  was  on  Copperas 
Creek,  but  in  a  short  time  they  came  to  Canton, 
and  through  the  remainder  of  their  lives  resided 
here.  The  mother  died  May  30,  1888,  having  at- 
tained her  sixtj'-fifth  year;  the  father  died  January 
21,  1869,  being  at  the  time  fifty-four  j'ears  old.  To 
them  were  born  six  children,  viz:  Owen,  a  resident 
of  Canton;  T.  C,  commercial  traveler  for  Savill  & 
Rafferty 's  cigar  store;  Katie  L. ;  M.  W.;  Maggie  C. 
and  John  F.,  also  commercial  traveler  for  his 
brother's  store. 

Our  subject  had  very  few  advantages  in  his 
youth,  as  is  too  often  the  case  with  people  in  poor 
financial  circumstances.  He  received  only  a  com- 
mon-school education,  but  such  is  the  excellence  of 
schools  in  America,  that  rich  and  poor  alike  may 
master  the  essential  amount  of  learning  for  a  busi- 
ness career  at  a  small  cost.  After  attaining  his 
seventeenth  year,  our  subject  began  to  learn  the 
cigar-maker's  trade,  working  for  Dean  &  Arm- 
strong up  to  May  8,  1883,  when  he  commenced 
business  for  himself.  At  this  dale  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Stephen  D.  Savill  and  opened  a 
cigar  store  in  Canton,  the  firm  name  being  Savill  & 
Raflfertj-.  They  succeeded  right  from  the  start,  and 
have  added  to  their  business  with  each  succeeding 
year,  until  at  the  present  writing  they  stand  very 
high  in  commercial  circles,  having  one  of  the 
largest  establishments  in  the  city.  Mr.  Rafferty 
has  charge  of  the  clerical  work  and  Mr.  Savill 
manages  the  manufactorj-.  They  employ  forty 
cigar-makers,  and  have  several  men  on  the  road. 
Last  year  they  manufactured  1,300,000  cigars,  and 
the  prospects  for  this  year  promise  even  a  greater 
number.  Having  mastered  every  thing  connected 
with  his  business,  from  the  lowest  position  up  to 
the  proprietorship,  Mr.  Rafferty  is  well  prepared  to 
make  it  an  immense  success. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  at  Canton 
September  15,  1885,  to  Miss  Josephine  E.  Seery,  a 
native  of  Fulton  County,  and  a  daughter  of  M.  and 
Bridget    (Byrnes')    Seery.     This    union    has    been 
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Ijlessed  by  one  child — HaiTj',  bovn  July  1,  1890. 
Botli  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Rafferty  are  faithful  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church  and  interested  in  religious 
matters.  They  own  one  of  the  finest  residences  in 
Canton,  on  the  corner  of  West  Elm  and  Third 
Streets. 

Mr.  Rafferty  is  a  strictly  moral  man — one  of  tiie 
few  who  can  say  they  never  tasted  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  although  from  his  youth  a  manu- 
facturer of  cigars,  he  is  not  a  smoker.  He  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  the  citizens  of  this  community, 
both  for  bis  present  success  and  for  his  energy  in 
so  nobly  conquering  tiie  obstacles  tliat  stood  be- 
tween him  and  wealth. 


^  LBERT  M.  WORTMAN,  M.  D.     This  gen- 
(r'f  [     tleman  is  a  retired  physician  and  the  owner 
/    '    of  the  Vermont  Stock  Farm  which  is  well 
•qJ/  known  to  breeders  and  lovers  of  horses.   As 

a  horseman  the  reputation  of  Dr.  Wortman  has  ex- 
tended over  a  large  territorj',  and  those  who  have 
made  his  acquaintance  during  the  past  few  years 
know  him  best  for  this  and  his  fine  social  qualities. 
While  he  was  eng.aged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession he  met  with  remarkable  suc'cess,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  he  was  able  to  retire  with 
a  fortune  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five  years.  His 
professional  labors  were  principally  carried  on  in 
one  of  the  great  commercial  centers  of  the  country. 
Before  entering  upou  the  life  of  Dr.  Wortman  it 
will  not  be  amiss  to  nole  a  few  facts  regarding  his 
ancestors.  His  grandfather,  John  Wortman,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  took  his  place  among 
the  pioneers  of  Muskingum  County,  Ohio.  He 
established  a  carcling-mill,  operating  it  for  some 
years.  He  possessed  the  peculiar  qualifications 
which  fitted  him  for  pioneer  life,  and  after  his  lo- 
cality in  Ohio  became  quite  well  settled,  he  removed 
farther  west.  He  settled  near  Ottawa,  III.,  in  a 
region  which  was  then  but  sparsely  settled,  but 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  he,  with 
many  other  families,  returned  to  the  Buckeye  State. 
He  lived  in  various  parts  of  that  commonwealth 
but   spent   his    last   years  at  Monroeville,  Huron 


County.  There  his  faithful  companion  also  breathed 
her  last.  She  had  borne  the  maiden  name  of  Re- 
becca Simpkins  and  was  of  Scotcii  ancestry. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Dr.  William  S.  Wort 
man,  was  born  in  Ohio  near  Zanesville.  At  the 
early  age  of  thirteen  years  he  began  to  earn  his 
own  living.  He  succeeded  in  obtaining  education 
sutticient  to  teach  a  coimtry  school  and,  carefully 
hoarding  tiie  money  thus  earned,  he  further  pro- 
moted his  knowledge  until  he  was  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  Western  Reserve 
College  at  Cleveland.  He  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Sandusky  City,  but  in  1862  lie  re- 
moved to  Missouri,  locating  at  St.  Louis.  There 
he  secured  a  large  practice  and  won  a  high  reputa- 
tion for  his  theoretical  knowledge  and  professional 
skill.  His  death  took  place  in  that  city  June  10, 
1884.  His  wife,  formerly  Lucretia  S.  Metcalf,  was 
born  in  Attica,  Seneca  County,  Ohio.  Her  father, 
George  Metcalf,  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits and  farming  there.  To  Dr.  Wortman  and 
his  estimable  wife  seven  children  were  born,  five 
of  whom  were  reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
These  are  our  subject,  Mary  Belle.  Ella  -ALay,  Car- 
rie M.  and  Myrtle  J.  The  last  mentioned  h.as  made 
her  home  with  her  brother  since  the  death  of  her 
mother,  which  took  place  July  11,  1888.  Miss 
Myrtle  is  a  lovely  girl  with  a  sweet,  unselfish  dis- 
position which  endears  her  to  all  about  her. 

The  birth  of  Albert  M.  Wortman  took  place  in 
Shelby,  Richland  County.  Ohio,  October  19,  18,52, 
and  he  was  ten  j^ears  old  when  his  parents  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  previously  attended  the 
Mayflower  School  in  Cleveland  and  at  his  new  home 
continued  his  studies  in  the  city  schools  for  a  short 
time.  He  then  entered  the  College  of  the  Chris- 
tian Brothers  and  by  reason  of  his  aptness  in  com- 
prehending and  assimilating  facts  w.as  graduated  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  at  once  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  his  tutors  being  his  father  and 
Drs.  S.  T.  Newman  and  F.  O.  Drake.  After  having 
read  with  them  a  suMicieut  length  of  time  be  at- 
tended medical  lectures  at  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1873. 

The  young  physician  was  at  once  chosen  assist- 
ant in  the  St.  Louis  City  Hospital  and  after  faith- 
fully discharging  the  duties,  which  proved  a  great 
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benefit  to  himself  as  well  as  to  the  inmates  of  the 
institution,  for  a  twelvemonth,  lie  left  the  citj-.  He 
established  himself  in  Vermont,  111.,  but  after  prac- 
ticing there  a  year  and  a  half  removed  to  Balti- 
more, Md.,that  he  might  have  a  wider  field  for  his 
Inbors.  In  that  city  he  conducted  a  successful 
practice  until  1887,  when  he  determined  to  retire 
from  professional  work.  He  came  to  Vermont, 
which  had  been  the  home  of  his  wife  during  her 
maidenhood  and  wheie  her  nearest  relatives  were 
still  living.  The  following  year  he  bought  a  half- 
interest  in  a  farm  adjoining  the  town  and  in  1889 
purchased  the  remaining  interest  and  also  the  Ver- 
mont Stock  Farm. 

The  same  year  Dr.  Wortman  purchased  eleven 
Kentucky-bred  horses,  Ray  Boyd  standing  at  the 
head  of  the  herd.  This  fine  animal  is  a  half-brother 
to  Maud  S..  whose  time  of  2:08J  is  the  fastest  on 
record.  His  dam  is  a  half-sister  to  Goldsmith  Maid, 
whose  lime  is  2:14  and  who  has  been  the  greatest 
campaigner  the  worhl  has  ever  known.  Ray  Boyd 
is  by  a  son  of  Harabletonian  ard  is  inbred  to  the 
sire  of  Hambletonian's  dam.  Ray  Boyd's  dam  is 
by  a  son  of  Hambletonian  and  is  inbred  to  the  sire 
of  Hambletonian's  dam.  Ray  Boyd's  sire  is  by 
Hambletonian  and  is  inbred  to  the  sire  of  Ham- 
bletonian's diim.  It  is  stated  on  good  author- 
ity that  Ray  Boyd  possesses  more  of  the  blood 
—  Messenger  and  Bellfounder  —  that  produced 
the  great  Hambletonian  10  than  any  other  Jiorse 
living,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Egbert.  The 
Doctor  also  has  fiftj'  standard  and  nonstandard 
breeding  mares. 

The  fine  horse  farm  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Wortman  joins 
\'crmonL  on  the  northeast  and  extends  to  the  "Q" 
Lake.  The  farm  bj'  nature  and  outlav  of  the  l>oc- 
tor's  money  is  one  of  the  best  fitted  and  equipped 
in  the  Slate  for  the  purpose.  It  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  rolling  land  set  in  pas- 
ture, divided  into  seventeen  pasture  fields,  or 
paddocks,  by  neat  and  substantial  plank  fences,  all 
connected  by  gates.  Kach  field  is  supplied  with 
l)lenty  of  pure  water,  the  majority  by  springs  that 
never  fail,  one  of  which  flows  a  stream  continually 
:in  inch  in  diameter,  as  clear  as  crystal.  The  build- 
ings !,re  Mil  substantial  structures  on  brick  foundH- 
tions.     The  tenant  house  is  very  handsome,  equal 


to  many  in  town.  The  main  barn  built  on  a  nal 
ural  eminence  is  52x92.  The  lower  floor  is  divided 
by  a  driveway  the  entire  lenglh  of  the  buililing.  on 
each  side  of  which  are  large  box  stalls,  fitted  with 
all  the  modern  conveniences,  including  harness 
closets,  salt  boxes  and  folding  mangers,  the  latter 
connected  with  the  loft  above  by  trap  doors, 
tiirough  which  the  horses  are  fed  ha^^.  The  sides  of 
the  stalls  next  the  drive-way  are  boarded  up  four 
feet  and  that  surmounted  by  tsvo  feet  of  iron  lattice 
work;  this  insures  plenty'  of  light  and  air.  The 
upper  story  is  fitted  with  a  storage  room  for  grain 
connected  with  the  lower  floor  by  shutes  to  lower 
the  feed,  and  besides  will  hold  one  hundred  tons  .)f 
hay.  Thestalls  in  this  building  are  used  exclusively 
tor  brood  mares.  The  stallion  stable.a  few  rodssouth 
is  20x32  divided  into  two  stuUs,  both  with  two  out- 
side doors,  the  one  opening  outward  being  of  plank 
and  the  one  opening  inward  of  heavj-  lattice  work; 
when  the  former  are  open  and  the  latter  are  closed 
the  air  and  light  pass  through.  The  door  on  the 
east  opens  into  a  paddock  52x80  that  is  boarded  up 
eight  feet,  in  which  the  horses  can  be  turned  loose 
for  exercise.  Each  stall  is  lined  and  fitted  similar 
to  the  ones  in  the  main  stable  excepting  the  man- 
ger, the  stallions  being  fed  from  the  ground. 
South  of  this  is  another  barn  14x90,  hay  barracks 
and  granaries.  Altogether  the  farm  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  county,  and  with  its  fine  horses  at- 
tracts wide-spread  attention. 

Realizing  that  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone,  Dr.  Wortman  wooed  a  young  l.idy  connected 
with  the  best  families  of  the  county  and  personally 
well  fitted  to  be  his  companion.  This  was  Miss 
Laura  E.,  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  and  Abigail 
(Dihvorth)  Kinney.  She  was  born  at  Browning, 
received  a  good  education  and  the  careful  home 
training  which  qualified  her  for  the  duties  she  owes 
to  society  and  the  home  circle.  The  marriage  rites 
between  Dr.  Wortman  and  Miss  Kinney  were  sol 
emnized   at  the  bride's  home,  November  26,  1874. 

Dr.  AVortman  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  Knights  of  Honor.  He  is  jolly  and  good-na- 
tured, ever  ready  to  enter  into  the  sports  of  the 
society  which  he  frequents,  yet  bj^  no  means  spend- 
ing his  entire  time  in  recreation.  The  oversight  of 
his  stock   farm    occupies  considerable  of  his  time 
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and  calls  forth  his  tai;t  and  businoss  foit'siglit.  A 
line  library  and  the  prorainenl  niairazines  and  jour- 
nals of  the  day  afford  him  food  for  thought  and 
keep  II |)  his  knowledge  of  aitd  an  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  world.  lie  is  a  skillful  performer 
upon  the  piano,  has  written  brilliant  compositions 
for  that  instrument  and  given  appropriate  setting 
to   many  songs. 


,^^  AMUEL  CAMF15ELL,  an  honored  veteran 
^^^  of  the  late  war.  is  classed  among  the  in- 
^\^jfj  telligent,  capable,  enterprising  farmers  of 
Lewistown  Township,  who  have  contrib- 
uted so  largely  to  raise  it  to  its  present  high  position 
as  a  great  agricultural  center.  His  farm  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  place,  and  here  he  has  a  handsome 
residence  and  one  of  the  coziest  of  homes. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  of  Kentucky  birth.  He  was  born 
.Tuly  21,  1830,  two  and  one-h.alf  miles  from  Ver- 
sailles, in  Woodford  County.  Samuel  Campbell 
was  the  name  of  his  father,  and  he  was  a  Virginian, 
born  In  1717  near  the  Natural  Bridge.  His  father, 
whose  name  was  George  Campbell,  is  supposed  to 
have  been  boin  in  the  same  State,  coming  of  an 
old  Scotch  family.  He  removted  from  there  to 
Kentucky  in  179C  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Woodford 
County.  He  was  well  educated  for  those  days  and 
taught  school.  For  many  years  he  was  afflicted 
with  rheumatism  and  was  unable  to  perfora  any 
manual  labor.  He  bought  a  tract  of  land  near 
Versailles,  and  there  his  declining  years  were  spent. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Nancy  McClure, 
and  she  was  also  a  native  of  Virginia.  Besides  his 
homestead  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Boone 
County,  on  which  some  of  his  children  settled. 

Samuel  Campbell,  Sr.,  was  nineteen  years  old 
when  his  father  moved  to  Kentucky.  Two  years 
Later  he  returned  to  Virginia  to  settle  some  of  his 
father's  business,  making  the  entire  journey  to  and 
fro  on  horseback.  He  adopted  the  calling  of  a 
farmer,  to  which  he  had  been  bred,  continued  to 
live  with  his  parents  until  their  death,  and  occu- 
pied the  old  homestead  until  183C.  In  that  year 
he  too  became  a  pioneer,  starting  for   Illinois  with 


teams  and  taking  with  him  his  wife  and  ten  chil- 
dren, leaving  the  old  home  September  29,  and  ar- 
riving in  Fulton  County,  this  State,  October  29. 
He  at  once  bought  a  tract  of  land  including  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  13,  Lewistown  Town- 
ship. There  was  a  house  on  it,  partly  of  logs  and 
the  rest  of  it  frame,  a  log  barn  also  stood  on  the 
place,  and  eighty-five  acres  of  the  land  was  under 
cultivation.  He  paid  552,600  for  the  farm,  and  im- 
mediately entered  upon  its  further  improvement. 
Fulton  County  was  then  very  thinly  inhabited, 
and  this  portion  of  it  was  mostly  well-wooded  and 
deer,  wild  turkeys  :\nd  other  kinds  of  game  roamed 
throughout  the  forest.  There  were  no  railways  and 
Liverpool,  then  quite  a  flourishing  town  on  the  Illi- 
nois River,  was  the  principal  market.  Here  Mr. 
Campbell  performed  much  useful  pioneer  labor 
and  zealously  aided  in  developing  the  country 
until  his  untimely  death  April  12,  1852. 

Prior  to  her  marriage  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Phoebe  Kirkham,  and  she  was  born  In  Ken- 
tucky in  1792.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Michael 
Kirkham,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  descendant  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  He  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  Kentucky,  removing  thither  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  For  some  years  after  he  settled  in 
that  State  the  Indians  were  hostile  and  committed 
many  murders.  He  and  his  few  neighbors  gath- 
ered together  and  built  a  fort,  in  which  they  staid 
at  the  approach  of  the  red  men,  and  at  times  they 
were  nearly  starved,  .is  they  were  afraid  to  venture 
forth  for  game  that  was  plentiful.  At  one  time 
when  Mr.  Kirkham  was  out  with  the  other  men  in  a 
campaign  against  the  savages,  his  wife  walked  to  the 
farm,  three  miles  distant  from  the  fort,  every  day 
to  attend  to  the  crops.  The  harvests  were  often 
bountiful,  and  one  year  corn  was  large  enough  to 
grate,  six  weeks  from  the  time  of  planting.  He 
and  his  wife  both  p.assed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  Woodford  County.  Ky.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Nancy  Campbell,  and  she  was  of  mingled 
Scotch  and  English  blood  and  was  born  near  the 
State  Ime  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  She  and 
her  husband  both  died  at  the  home  of  the  parents 
of  our  subject  in  Fulton  County,  on  their  old 
homestead,  and  were  burlcrl  in  the  family  ceme- 
terv.     The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  hus- 
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band  man}'  years,  and  liv-r  death  finally  occurred 
February  3,  1S75.  The  names  of  the  ten  children 
whom  she  reared  to  maturity  are:  Mary  H.,  Nancy, 
Sarah,  George  M.,  Caroline  R.,  Michael  K.,  Robert, 
Prudence.  Sanniel  aud  John  B. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  pioneer  schools 
of  tliis  county,  which  were  conducted  in  lo^liouses, 
provided  with  home-made  furniture,  and  a  log  was 
taken  out  to  admit  the  light,  and  in  the  aperture 
greased  paper  was  inserted  instead  of  glass.  He 
resided  on  the  home  farm  until  August,  1862.  In 
that  month  he  entered  upon  the  life  of  a  soldier, 
enlisting  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Peoria 
October  2.  In  the  following  November  he  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Tennessee.  At  the  battle 
of  Holly  Springs  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy, 
but  immediately  paroled.  He  then  obtained  a 
leave  of  absence  and  remained  at  home  until  spring, 
when  he  went  into  the  parole  camp  at  St.  Louis, 
and  in  June  of  that  year  he  joined  his  regiment  at 
Yazoo  River.  He  and  his  comrades  were  employed 
there  in  keeping  Johnston  s  forces  at  bay.  After 
the  fall  of  Vicksburg  they  went  to  Mississippi  and 
were  active  in  the  battle  of  Jackson.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell was  taken  sick  soon  after  that  event  and  re- 
ceived a  furlough  of  three  months,  wiiich  he  spent 
at  home.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Scottsboro, 
Ala.,  and  in  the  month  of  Mny,  1864,  he  and  his 
fellow  soldiers  were  dispatched  to  Chattanooga  to 
accompany  Sherman  on  his  remarkable  campaign  to 
Atlanta  and  the  sea.  The  brave  boys  did  excel- 
lent service  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  that  city, 
and  in  the  various  engagements  that  took  place 
between  the  Union  forces  and  the  enemy,  and 
marched  with  their  leader's  victorious  troops  to 
the  sea,  and  thence  through  the  Carolinas  and  on 
by  the  way  of  Richmond  to  Washington.  Mr. 
Campbell  was  in  the  Capitol  Citj'  at  the  time  of 
the  Grand  Review,  but  on  account  of  sickness  was 
unable  to  tr.ke  part  in  it.  He  was  afterward  sent 
with  his  regiment  to  Louisville,  K3'.,  and  was  there 
mustered  out  of  the  service,  and  received  his  final 
discharge  papers  at  Chicago,  in  the  month  of  July, 
1865. 

After  the  exciting  experiences  of  life  on  the 
battlefield  Mr.  Campbell  returned  home  and  quietly 


resumed  his  calling  on  the  old  homestead  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies.  He  has  greatly  increased 
the  value  thereof  and  improved  it  by  erecting  a 
substantial  and  well-appointed  set  of  buildings,  in- 
cluding a  fine  brick  house  built  in  the  modern  style 
of  architecture.  To  the  lad}^  who  presides  over  his 
pleasant  home,  and  renders  it  an  abode  of  comfort, 
our  subject  was  married  March  12,  1867.  As  a 
girl  her  name  was  Emma  Hanna,  and  she  was  born 
in  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  C.  and 
Martha  (Winchester)  Hanna.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C'am|)- 
bell  have  had  nine  children — Eva  L.,  Prudence  O., 
Phoebe  Martha,  Warreu  L.,  Sarah  C,  Adela,  Bertha, 
Ralph  W.  and  Ro3\  Bertha,  the  second  child, 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Ralph,  the  fourth 
child,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Roy  died  in 
infancy. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were 
both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  who  are  devout  Christians,  ad- 
here strictly  to  that  faith  and  are  connected  with 
the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Lewistown 
Township.  Our  subject  also  inherited  his  politi- 
cal beliefs  from  his  father,  seemingly',  as  the  latter 
was  a  Whig,  to  which  party  the  son  belonged 
until  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when 
he  fell  into  its  ranks  and  has  since  been  one  of 
its  sturdiest  supporters  both  in  times  of  peace  and 
in  times  of  war. 


eYRUS  I.  ALCOTT.  This  name  will  be  rec- 
ognized by  the  majority  of  our  readers  as 
that  of  a  man  who  is  extensively  interested 
in  raising  fine  stock,  particularly  Shropshire  sheep. 
To  him  is  due  the  credit  of  having  introduced  those 
animals  into  this  county- — an  enterprise  which  has 
proved  very  profitable,  not  only  to  himself  but  to 
other  agriculturalists.  He  generally  keeps  on  hand 
about  one  thousand  head  of  the  fleec}'  animals,  and 
likewise  a  number  of  ver}'  valuable  horses  and 
cattle. 

Mr.  Alcott  is    fortunate  in  tracing  his  descent 
from  ancestors  noted  for  their  strength  of   body. 
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mind  and  purpose,  who  Lived  to  very  advanced 
years.  His  great-grandfather  Alcott  was  a  Welsh- 
man, and  liis  great-grandmother,  Scotch.  In  the 
family  of  tliis  couple  was  a  son,  Israel,  born  on  the 
coast  of  New  Jerse3%  who  located  in  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  about  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
He  figured  in  the  frontier  labors  and  also  in  the 
War  of  LSI  2.  He  came  to  this  State  at  an  early 
(lay,  and  died  here  when  eighty-live  years  of  age, 
while  his  widow  reached  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

Following  Israel  Alcott  in  the  direct  line  of 
descent  was  his  son  Henry,  who  was  born  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  but  went  to  Indiana  witii  his  parents 
when  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  In  that  State  he 
married  Martha  Foster,  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  but  went  to  Indiana  in  her  girlhood. 
She  was  of  English  descent,  the  first  home  of  the 
Fosters  in  America  having  been  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac.  Her  mother  belonged  to  the  Prather 
family,  a  branch  of  which  is  well-known  at  Spring- 
Held,  this  State,  and  her  grandmother  belonged  to 
the  family  which  produced  Gen.  Howe,  of  the  Eng- 
lish army. 

The  life  of  Henry  Alcott  was  an  extraordinary 
one  in  respect  to  his  financial  success.  He  began 
ills  personal  career  with  no  capital  but  that  provided 
liy  nature — a  good  mind,  a  good  body  and  good 
health.  He  had  earned  about  $500  when,  ambitious 
to  make  his  mark  in  the  world,  he  left  the  Hoosier 
.State  for  a  countr3-  farther  west.  AV^ith  a  horse  and 
wagon  and  three  yoke  of  oxen,  he  and  his  wife 
drove  to  Central  Illinois,  where  their  capital  was 
invested  in  land.  A  tract  of  eighty  acres  was 
bought,  upon  which  settlement  was  made  in  1836. 
So  well  did  Mr.  Alcott  ,act  his  part  in  life  that  he 
became  the  owner  of  an  extensive  tract  of  land,  con- 
sisting of  more  than  one  thousand  acres,  together 
with  Hocks  and  herds,  and  personal  property  of  con- 
siderable value.  One  of  his  peculiarities  was  that 
of  going  straight  to  the  point  in  a  bargain,  neither 
changing  his  own  price  nor  attempting  to  make 
others  change  theirs.  He  passed  away  June  5, 1888, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  eight  months  and 
four  days.  His  faithful  companion  h.ad  preceded 
him  to  the  silent  Land,  dying  In  1877  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  Of  the  children  born  to  them  two 
grew  to  maturity,  Mary  C.  and  Cyrus  I.    The  birth 


of  Cyrus  I.  Alcott  took  place  March  20.  1814,  on 
the  homestead  he  now  operates.  He  was  married  to 
Josephine  Fisher  November  18,  1880,  and  unto 
them  three  sons  were  born:  John  Henry  born  Oc- 
tober 31,  1881,  died  April  13,  1890,  siged  eight 
years,  5  months  and  twelve  days;  Leonard  Cnrtus, 
born  December  18,  1883;  .in<l  (!iiv  Fl'^hor,  born 
November  3,  1885. 

-7—  i^^ilgji^fflh ^  ■ 


r7  EWIS  F.  RANDOLPH  is  possessed  of  those 
advanced  ideas  and  progressive  principles 
regarding  agriculture  which  invariably  lead 
to  success  when  attended  by  the  strict  integrity 
and  will  power  thai  characterize  him,  and  these 
have  placed  him  amongst  the  principal  farmers  of 
Joshua  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Utiea,  Ind.,  July  4,  1835. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  F.  and  Nancy  (Rawalt)  Ran- 
dolph. His  father  was  born  J.anuary  1,  1796,  in 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  mother  was  born 
February  1,  1804.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to 
the  parents  of  our  subject  all  are  at  the  present 
time  residents  of  Fulton  County.  The  father  was 
an  intellectual  and  highly  cultured  man.  and  after 
completing  his  education  taught  school  in  his  na- 
tive State  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old.  He 
was  married  in  1820  in  Utiea,  Ind.,  and  engaged  in 
a  mercantile  business  there  for  several  years,  carry- 
ing on  in  connection  with  it  the  manufacture  of 
school  supplies  such  as  globes,  maps  and  charts, 
which  he  sold  extensively  in  Indiana  and  li'entucky, 
deriving  from  that  source  a  fine  income.  Although 
he  was  so  prosperous  in  that  State  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  liked  it  for  a  permanent  residence  as  in 
September,  1835,  after  living  there  fifteen  years,  he 
came  to  Fulton  County,  and  became  associated 
with  its  pioneers.  Immediately  after  his  arrival 
I  here  he  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
I  of  land  on  section  13,  Joshua  Townsliip,  and  a  like 
amount  on  section  18,  Canton  Township.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  in  the  county,  and  in  time  accumulated  a 
large  amount  of  property.  At  the  time  of  his 
I   death  he  owned   twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  and 
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was  au)Oug  tlie  leading  stock  rlealersof  tbis  section, 
as  lie  made  a  specialty  of  raising  hogs  and  good 
cattle,  from  the  sale  of  which  he  liad  derived  large 
sums  of  money.  He  built  the  first  gristmill  in 
the  township  where  he  resided,  and  for  seven  years 
was  actively  engaged  in  milling. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  a  man  of  many  original  and 
progressive  ideas  and  of  marked  energy  and  de- 
cision of  character.  He  believed  in  the  theory 
that  has  been  advanced  from  time  to  time  by  some 
of  the  great  thinkers  of  this  and  other  countries, 
that  a  community  of  inteiest  in  any  undertaking 
was  for  the  highest  good  of  all  coacernea  and  was 
more  likely  to  make  such  an  enterprise  successful. 
He  therefore  organized  an  association  consisting  of 
fifteen  members  with  their  families,  on  the  Fourier 
plan,  and  in  1845  he  deeded  a  tract  of  land  to  the 
association,  with  the  stipulated  condition  tliat  at 
the  disintegration  of  the  society  the  land  should 
revert  to  his  wife  and  lieirs-at-law.  The  shares  of 
llie  association  were  placed  at  SaO  each,  and  every 
member  was  {permitted  to  have  as  manj'  shares  as 
he  wished.  The  society,  like  many  another  of  its 
kind,  was  siiort  lived,  as  it  was  found  not  to  be  a 
practical  undertaking.  Mr.  Randolph  had  been 
elected  President  of  the  association  and  held  that 
position  during  its  existence. 

Mr.  Randolph  possessed  much  mechanical  skill 
and  could  turn  his  hand  to  anything.  He  was  a 
good  carpenter,  and  he  built  the  first  schoolhousc 
ever  erected  in  the  township  of  Joshua.  He  took 
much  interest  in  educational  matters  and  otherwise 
contributed  to  advance  education.  He  was  also 
prominent  in  public  life  and  in  social  and  religious 
circles.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  for  several  years,  and  in  that  capac- 
ity' was  potent  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
county.  He  and  his  brother-in-law  organized  the 
first  Swedenborgian  Church  that  was  established 
in  Canton,  and  he  erected  the  house  of  worship 
with  his  own  hands  in  1836.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  that  church  and  he  was  active  in  its 
every  good  work  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1845.  His  widow  died  in  1864,  and  both 
are  buried  in  the  old  homestead  cemetery. 

After  the  death  of  the  father  of  our  subjict  his 
mother  was   left  with  the  care   of  eight   children, 


and  nobly  did  she  perform  the  task  of  rearing  them 
to  good  and  useful  lives.  It  was  only  by  her  keen 
business  tact  and  superior  management  that  the 
property  left  by  her  husband  was  secured  to  the 
family.  She  was  compelled  to  have  her  title  made 
good  to  the  land  he  had  conveyed  to  the  associa- 
tion of  which  we  have  made  mention,  and  it  was 
onlj'  by  legal  proceedings  in  court  that  the  title 
was  restored  to  her.  She  managed  to  procure  a 
good  farm  for  each  of  her  children  and  in  other 
ways  contributed  to  the'r  prosperit3-.  Our  subject 
continued  to  live  with  his  mother  until  the  time  of 
her  death.  When  he  began  his  career  as  a  farmer 
on  his  own  account  he  boVight  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  on  section  13,  where  he  now  re- 
sides and  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Canton 
Township  on  section  16.  Since  that  time  he  has 
made  other  additions  to  his  real  estate,  and  at  pres- 
ent owns  over  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  worth 
$100  an  .acre,  and  he  is  also  the  proprietor  of  some 
twenty-four  lots  of  valuable  realty  in  Chicago, which 
has  increased  in  value  and  has  greatlj'  added  to  his 
wealth,  so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  richest  men  in 
Joshua  Township.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  is  supplied  with  substantial 
and  well  ordered  buildings  and  is  replete  in  all  its 
appointments.  It  is  finely  adapted  to  stock-raising 
purposes,  in  which  branch  of  industry  our  subject 
is  much  interested.  He  imported  the  first  Norman 
draft  horses  that  were  ever  owned  in  this  county, 
and  on  his  farm  will  be  found  the  best  blooded 
horses  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  also  raises  a 
number  of  cattle  and  hogs,  of  which  he  sells  a  car- 
load each  everj'  3'car,  besides  having  a  sale  of 
his  horses  which  bring  him  in  a  large  sum  of 
money. 

Mr.  Randolph  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Andrews  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Canton,  January  28,1864. 
Mrs.  Randolph  was  born  Februarj'  12,  1842.  Her 
parents  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Fulton  County, 
coming  here  in  1820.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randolph  are 
people  whose  many  pleasant  personal  attributes  at- 
tract to  them  many  friends  and  they  are  prominent 
in  the  society  of  the  county.  Their  home  is  in  one 
of  the  many  subst.antial,  comfortable  dwellings  of 
this  locality,  and  is  the  seat  of-  true  hospitality. 
The  pleasant  home  circle  is  completed  by  the  three 
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children,  which  have  blessed  their  wedded  life,  and       ton  and  reacUins  Fulton    County 


of  whom  the  following  is  the  record ;  Mary,  born 
September  30,  1871;  Jeptha,  June  7,  1877;  and 
Lewis,  October  2G,  1879.  Mary  is  a  student  at  the 
Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  will  soon 
complete  her  education  in  that  institution. 

Mr.  Randolph  has  been  a  ver3'  important  factor 
in  advancing  the  stock-raising  interests  of  this 
county  as  well  as  in  promoting  its  advancement  in 
other  directions,  and  he  holds  a  prominent  position 
among  the  leading  members  of  his  class  in  this 
portion  of  Illinois.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  mind 
and  enlightened  views,  of  forcible  character  and 
of  fine  business  talents.  He  is  warm-hearted  and 
generous  and  uses  his  wealth  for  the  good  of  his 
community.  He  has  decided  opinions  of  his  own 
especially  in  regard  to  politics,  and  he  advocates 
that  good  and  responsible  men  be  elected  to  office 
regardless  of  their  political  affiliations.  He  main- 
tains very  warmly  that  the  old  Greenback  partj', 
with  which  he  was  formerly  connected,  should  never 
have  been  retired.  He  gives  his  support  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  during  the  existence  of 
that  organization. 


-^1= 


ANIEL  HELLER.  On  the  opposite  page  is 
IMcsented  a  portrait  of  this  gentleman,  who 
is  the  second  oldest  settler  now  living   in 
~"  Putinan  Township,  and  one   of  the   most 

highly  respected  citizens  thereof.  He  has  resided 
here  fift3'-five  years  continuously,  in  which  time  he 
has  accumulated  a  considerable  amount  of  property 
and  conducted  a  thriving  business.  He  is  the 
eldest  child  of  John  and  Blandenah  (Van  Auken) 
Heller,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey, 
respectively.  After  their  marriage  they  lived  in 
New  Jersey  for  a  time  and  later  removed  to  Penn- 
sylvania. In  1813  they  settled  in  Wayne  County, 
Oiiio,where  they  sojourned  for  ten  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  disposed  of  their  prop- 
erty, and  located  in  Richland  County,  near  Ash- 
land, where  they  remained  until  1835.  In  that  year 
they  came  to  Illinois  stopping  on  the  way  at    D.iy- 


in    1835.     They 

made  a  short  stop  in  Fairview  Township,  then  came 
to  Cass  Township,  and  later  to  Pulinan  Township, 
where  they  finally  located  upon  the  farm  which  is 
now  the  home  of  their  son. 

The  country  was  at  tiialtimc  very  thinly  settled, 
indeed,  the  only  settlers  were  Messrs.  Totten, 
Baughman,  Cameron,  Thomas  Walters  and  Laswell. 
The  father  purchased  a  farm  upon  which  was  a 
small  log  cabin,  and  of  this  the  family  took  im- 
mediate possession.  At  that  time  there  were  six 
children,  and  the  family  being  in  very  limited  cir- 
cumstances, the  father  was  compelled  to  work  early 
and  late  to  gain  money  for  their  sustenance.  He 
had  been  a  tanner  early  in  life,  but  did  not  follow 
that  trade  after  coming  to  this  place.  Our  subject 
was  born  February  28,  1811,  in  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  two  3'ears  old  when  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Ohio,  then  an  uncultivated  tract  of 
land,  inhabited  by  thousands  of  Indians.  He  was 
about  twelve  years  old  when  the  family  removed 
to  Richland  County,  and  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  subscription  schools  of  Ohio,  where 
the  schoolhousc  was  an  old  log  cabin. 

Later  our  subject  learned  the  business  of  a  tan- 
ner, and  worked  at  this  trade  for  i>8  per  month. 
Reaching  his  twenty-first  year,  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  and  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  and 
also  to  devote  much  time  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  married  in  1833  to  Miss  Mary  Black,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio  and  an  orphan,  whose  father  was 
killed  in  the  War  of  1812.  After  his  marriage  our 
subject  worked  as  before  stated  at  the  tannery 
business  until  he  came  to  Illinois.  In  this  State  be 
lived  one  winter  on  the  Laswell  farm,  where  he 
worked  very  hard,  and  the  next  winter  hewed  tim- 
ber and  secured  enough  lumber  to  build  a  house 
and  a  tannery.  Once  thoroughly  settled,  he  pur- 
sued his  trade  most  successfully  for  twenty- two 
years,  and  in  the  meantime  purchased  fifty  acres  of 
land  south  of  Cuba,  for  which  he  paid  *2  per  .acre. 
He  eventually  bought  his  falhei's estate,  and  moved 
to  this  place. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was.  however,  not 
without  misfortunes  and  during  the  late  war  some 
of  his  political  enemies  burned  his  house,  because 
of  his  strong  Abolition  sentiments.    He  rebuilt  the 
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house  as  it  now  stands  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  but  his 
property  was  not  insured  and  the  loss  was  heavy. 
When  commencing  life  himself,  he  was  virtually 
without  money.  His  first  tax  was  twelve  and  a  half 
cents,  his  present  one  being  over  $500,  figures 
which  give  some  idea  of  the  success  which  he  has 
gained.  True,  his  effo'-ts  have  been  unceasing,  and 
he  has  for  weelis  at  a  time  worked  day  and  night, 
but  now  is  the  possessor  of  a  considerable  fortune, 
and  while  he  has  given  to  his  children  over  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  land,  he  still  retains  for  himself 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  but  makes  his  home 
with  his  son  Frank. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heller  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
John,  who  married  Miss  Hannah  Jackson,  lives  in 
DeWitt  County  and  they  have  tluee  children; 
Daniel  H.,  who  married  Addie  Metheney,  lives  in 
Piatt  County,  and  is  the  father  of  four  children; 
Frank  married  Sarah  Hasty,  a  daughter  of  Am- 
brose and  Mary  (Berrj')  Hasty,  and  lives  on  the 
home  farm,  with  his  wife  and  four  children;  Mar}' 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  William  Phillips,  of  Cuba,  and 
the}'  have  three  children,  Mrs.  Heller  died  May  3, 
1875.  Mr.  Heller  is  actively  interested  in  politics, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  .Lickson,  was  afterward  a 
Whig,  and  is  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a  thoroughly  moral  man, 
an  advocate  of  temperance,  and  for  more  than  forty 
years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Protes- 
tant Church,  and  has  served  as  Trustee.  He  is  at 
present  (1890)  seventy-nine  years  of  age  and  is 
looked  upon  as  a  most  valuable  citizen  by  the  resi- 
dents of  this  township.  He  was  connected  with 
the  underground  railway  and  served  as  Trustee 
and  Supervisor  of  Putman  Township. 


yfc  A.  HOWAT  is  a  business  man  of  high 
/  standing  in  Canton,  being  the  proprietor  of 
^  -^  a  large  meat  market  and  carrying  on  an 
additional  business  in  stock  dealing.  He  at  all 
times  considers  the  interest  of  his  patrons,  thereby 
laying  a  foundation  for  still  further  business,  and 
still  greater  success  in   the  line   which  he  pursues 


cannot  but  be  his  just  reward.  Although  it  is  but 
a  few  years  since  he  began  his  present  enterprise, 
he  already  ranks  among  the  prominent  and  influen- 
tial business  men  of  the  place. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Grace 
(Raymond)  Howat,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Scotland  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States  settled  in  Peoria.  III.  He  was  a  well-known 
architect,  who  built  the  first  distillery  in  Peoria 
and  a  large  number  of  the  residences  and  business 
houses  of  that  city.  He  died  when  our  subject 
was  scarcely  more  than  an  infant,  about  1864. 
The  mother  was  born  in  London,  Ergland,  about 
1833,  and  brought  to  America  during  her  infancy, 
her  parents  locating  on  a  farm  near  Peoria  and 
later  making  their  home  in  the  city.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Howat  she  married  John  G.  Hornstein, 
of  Canton,  one  of  the  pioneer  brick  manufacturers 
and  distilleis  of  this  city.  Our  subject  is  one  of 
seven  children  born  to  his  parents,  two  of  whom 
died  in  iufanc3\  His  eldest  brother,  Charles,  is 
engaged  with  his  stepfather  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick.  Richard  is  operating  a  stock  ranch  in  Kan- 
sas; James  lives  in  Peoria  and  is  a  conductor  on 
the  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Railroad ;  John  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  in  Kansas;  AV.  A.,  the 
youngest,  is  the  gentleman  whose  life  history  claims 
our  attention. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Peoria,  December  17,  1860.  He  was  cared  for  by 
his  mother  during  the  years  that  intervened  be- 
tween the  death  of  his  father  and  his  mcjthei's 
second  marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old.  For  a  long  time  he  worked  in  a 
distillery  owned  by  his  stepfather,  but  in  1883  he 
went  to  Atlantic,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
crockery  business  with  a  partner.  A  year  later  he 
returned  to  this  State  and  for  twelve  months  ran  a 
flouring-mill  in  Yates  City,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  meat  in  Canton.  He  has  continued 
this  business,  which  has  increased  with  wonderful 
rapidit}'  and  has  justified  him  in  opening  a  second 
market.  In  connection  with  the  meat  markets  and 
stock-buying,  Mr.  Howat  operates  a  stock  farm  in 
Canton  Townshij),  a  mile  west  of  the  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  October 
3,  1888,  to  iMiss  Ida  M.  Slocum,  the  ceremony  tak- 
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ing  place  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents, 
Leonard  and  Eliza  (Leary)  Slocum,  one  mile  west 
of  Canton.  The  bride  was  born  here  and  is  well 
known  in  this  vicinity,  where  she  has  made  many 
friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howat  reside  at  No.  102 
Northwest  Second  Street,  where  they  pass  life 
most  happily  together,  surrounded  by  all  of  its 
comforts,  and  blest  by  the  infantile  graces  of  a  son, 
Walter  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  May  13,  1890. 
Mr.  Ilowat  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Ill'  is  an  intelligent  and  well-educated  young  man 
ana  one  well  calculated  to  win  the  esteem  of  all 
whom  he  encounters  in  business  or  social  circles. 


W^,  ETER  BULL.     The  history  of  a  county  or 

I  Jjj  township  depending  for  interest  to  the 
^  ^     general  reader  upon  the  lives  of   the  men 

I  i  who  have  settled  there,  and  by  means  of 
their  industry  and  ability  won  success  both  for 
tliemselves  and  the  community,  a  history  of  Putnam 
Township  would  be  in  no  measure  complete  with- 
out a  sketcli  of  Peter  Bull.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  earl^'  pioneers,  and  distinctly  recalls  the  red 
man  who  once  roamed  at  will  through  this  place, 
before  the  advance  of  civilized  settlers  drove  him 
towards  the  setting  sun. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  "William  and  Lavinia 
(Bryant)  Bull,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  re- 
spectively, and  was  born  on  September  19,  1827,  in 
Pike  Count},  Ohio.  His  grandfather  was  an 
Englishman.  His  parents  were  married  in  the  na- 
tive state  of  the  mother,  and  resided  tiiere  until 
the  year  1829.  at  which  time  thej'  moved  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  Cass  Township,  this  county.  However, 
after  one  winter  they  came  to  Putman  Township, 
and  purchased  a  portion  of  section  16  and  built  a 
small  log  house.  The}^  were  in  i educed  circum- 
stances, but  the  father  was  an  industrious,  hard- 
working man,  and  each  year  made  many 
imiirovements  on  his  estate.  During  the  Black 
Hawk  War  he  was  selected  to  remain  at  home  in 
order  to  look  after  the  estates  in  the  neighborhood 
while  so  many  of  the  men  were   fighting. 

Mr.  Bull's  mother  died    in   1835.     To    her  had 


been  born  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  only  one  now  living.  The  father  married  Miss 
Betsy  Connor,  but  she  also  died,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  are  at  present  alive,  viz:  Mary, 
wife  of  David  Maxwell,  who  was  killed  in  the 
army;  and  William,  who  makes  his  home  in  Kansas. 
The  father  passed  away  from  earthly  scenes  in 
1857. 

Mr.  Bull  received  an  education  in  a  common  log 
sehoolliouse  that  was  the  first  ever  built  in  this 
Township,  and  his  teacher,  R.  Putman,  was  the  first 
white  settler.  Completing  bis  schooling,  our  sub- 
ject commenced  to  support  himself  when  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  by  working  on  farms.  In 
compensation  for  his  labor  he  received  only  ^10 
per  month  until  he  h.id  reached  his  twenty-first 
birthday. 

On  June  4,  1848,  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Hufiford, 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Vest)  Hufford. 
Mrs.  Bull's  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  her  mother  of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  Their 
marriage  occurred  in  Indiana,  and  in  that  State 
they  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1833.  After  that  sad  event,  the  widow 
and  her  family  moved  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Buck- 
heart  Township,  this  county,  and  afterward  moving 
to  Canton  Township.  She  died  in  1858.  To  them 
had  been  born  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Mrs.  Bull's  birth  occurred  in  Indiana 
on  Januar}'  19,  1827.  but  she  was  educated  in  Ful- 
ton County. 

Mr.  Bull  soon  after  his  marriage  rented  a  farm 
about  three  miles  from  Canton,  where  he  lived  for 
two  years.  He  then  worked  his  father's  farm  for  a 
year,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  first  place,  and 
later  moved  to  another  farm  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Canton,  and  continued  to  rent  there  for  nine  years. 
At  a  later  date  he  worked  on  his  father's  pl.ace,  an.1 
then  bought  liis  present  estate,  which  at  that  time 
contained  twenty-six  .acres  of  cultivated  lan<l  and 
a  log  house.  At  the  present  writing  he  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  all 
in  a  body,  and  which  has  liecn  improved  by  his 
own  exertioiis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bull  were  the  [larents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Henry,  who 
married    Pha?be    Wilson,   has  seven  children,  and 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


lives  at  Breeds  Station;  Eliza,  wife  of  C.  Is.  Mason, 
who  resides  at  Canton,  and  has  three  children; 
George,  who  married  Elizabeth  Mason,  lives  in 
Putman  Township,  and  has  six  children;  William, 
who  married  Hannah  .J.  Kidd,  has  six  cliildren,  and 
lives  on  his  father's  farm;  Mary  Marinda,  wife  of 
Arthur  Varnel,  wlio  lives  near  Marietta,  111.,  and 
tias  seven  children;  Sarah;  Albert,  who  married 
Rose  Ackerson,  and  lives  in  Cass  Township. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  been  Pathmaster, 
and  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  politics,  being 
first  a  Whig  and  now  a  Republican.  He  was  a 
strong  Abolitionist,  and  voted  for  John  I'.  Hale. 
He  and  his  wife  have  been  connected  for  a  long 
time  with  the  United  Brethren  Church. 


^r^RAXCIS  M.  HARRISON.  Among  those 
1=^  men  who  have  commenced  at  the  bottom 
ilj  round  of  the  ladder  of  fortune  and  by  dint 

of  natural  ability  and  perseverance  have  worked 
their  waj'  to  the  top,  we  find  Francis  M.  Harri- 
son. To  such  men  the  country  is  indebted  for  the 
excellent  example  set  the  youth  of  the  land,  as 
well  as  the  good  results  they  have  af^complished  in 
the  communities  where  they  have  resided.  He 
owns  and  occupies  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  he  lias  improved 
highly,  placing  upon  it  one  of  the  handsomest 
dwelling-houses  in  Liverpool  Township,  and  sup- 
plying it  with  a  complete  line  of  barns  and  other 
outbuildings. 

Mr.  Harrison's  birth  occurred  in  Lewis  County, 
Ky.,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1828,  he  being  the  son  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Lee)  Harrison,  both  natives  of 
the  beautiful  Blue  Grass  State.  His  grandfather, 
Thomas  Harrison,  was  born  near  Fairfax  Court- 
house, Va.,  and  became  the  owner  of  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  on  which  he  carried  on  ex- 
tensive agricultural  operations.  He  removed  to 
Fleming  County,  Ky.,  when  deer  and  bears  were 
still  numerous  there,  and  some  years  later  took 
up  his  i-esidence  in  Lewis  County,  where  he  died 
when  about  ninetj'  j-cars  of  age.  He  was  a  vol- 
unteer in  the  War  of  1812.     In  Fleming  County, 


in  1799,  the  father  of  our  subject  was  born,  and 
having  accompanied  his  parents  to  Lewis  County, 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  there.  He  car- 
ried on  a  farm  in  that  county  until  18.55,  then 
came  to  the  Prairie  .State  and  purchased  fort}'  acres 
in  Lewistown  Township,  this  county,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  looking  forward  to  a  blessed 
immortality,  having  long  been  a  conscientious 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  was  born  in  the  county 
in  which  their  wedding  took  place  and  lived  to 
see  more  than  seventy  years.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church.  The  parental 
family  consists  of  Francis  M.,  William,  Barton  L., 
Mrs.  Ruth  Toncray,  iSIrs.  Louisa  Walker  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Cleary. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Barton  Lee.  a  native  of  Maryland  and  a  cousin  of 
General  Lee,  the  famous  commander  of  the  South- 
ern forces  during  the  late  Civil  War.  He  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky  in  a  very  early  day  and  used 
to  go  fifty  miles  on  horseback  to  bu3'  salt,  swimming 
the  Big  and  Little  Kanawha  Rivers  with  a  two  and 
one-half  bushel  sack.  He  died  in  the  Blue  Grass 
State  when  seventj'  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  passed  his  youth  on  a  faim  in  his 
native  State  and  attended  the  log  schoolhouse  of 
that  period,  studying  chiefly  in  the  winter  season, 
and  assisting  in  farm  labor  during  the  summer 
months.  .4.1  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began 
doing  for  himself,  coming  to  this  county  in  Octo- 
ber, 1848,  by  way  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illi- 
nois Rivers  steamers.  His  father  came  with  him 
for  a  short  visit,  and  what  he  saw  at  that  time  and 
afterward  heard  from  his  son  determined  him  to 
take  up  his  ultimate  residence  in  this  section. 

Young  Hanison  worked  out  for  five  or  six 
years,  receiving  in  compensation  for  his  seivices 
$13  per  month.  He  bought  a  tax  title  to  eighty 
acres  of  his  present  estate  and  later  on  secured  a 
deed.  The  place  was  covered  with  heavy  timber, 
had  no  improvements,  and  deer  and  wild  turkeys 
abounded,  upon  and  around  it.  The  owner  built  a 
small  frame  house  in  the  woods,  and  began  the 
process  of  clearing,  finally  seeing  the  entire  acre- 
age in  excellent  condition,  and   succeeding  so  well 
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in  his  worldly  affairs  that  in  1875  he  bought 
eigiity  acres  across  the  road  from  his  homo,  which 
gives  him  a  sutlicient  amount  of  land  for  all  needs. 
His  modern  dwellino;  was  put  up  in  1885. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  married  March  4,  1852,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Walker,  who  was  l)orn  in  Kentucky, 
but  came  to  this  county  with  her  parents  at  an 
early  age.  The  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birtli 
of  six  children,  three  of  wliom  grew  to  maturity, 
namely:  .lohn  W..  Belle  I).,  now  Mrs.  Kelso,  and 
Sidney   W. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  a  member  of  tlie  Democratic 
party.  He  has  held  the  otflccs  of  Road  Commis- 
sioner and  Tax  Collector,  and  enjoys  all  the  esteem 
commanded  by  men  of  strict  integrity  and  supe- 
rior strength  of  character.  Especially  is  he  re- 
.'pected  for  having  so  nobly  fought  the  liattle  of 
life,  gaining  for  himself  prominence  without  other 
assistance  than  his  ability  and  willingness  to  work, 
and  Ills  excellent  judgment. 


••-i:»t»-i>!;i>i^^-^«^*«5tf.. 
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TORRAN'CE,  dealer  in  agricultural 
jlements  in  Canton,  is  generally  con- 
ceded to  be  a  number  one  business  man, 
and  is  held  in  the  highest  possible  regard  both  in 
his  immediate  circle  of  friends  and  by  all  with 
whom  he  is  associated  in  business.  He  has  climbed 
diversified  paths  toward  success,  but  by  his  persis- 
tent efforts  and  unstinted  energy  has  reached  the 
goal.  While  advancing  his  own  interests  he  has 
not  forgotten  those  of  the  city  in  which  he  lives, 
but  has  done  much  for  Canton  in  aiding  progressive 
public  enterprises.  Such  is  his  faith  in  the  future 
of  the  place  that  he  has  invested  all  his  monej' 
here. 

Mr.  Torrance  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  January  26,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  G. 
and  Kate  Ann  (Cline)  Torrance,  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State.  Indeed,  the  family  may  be  said 
to  belong  entirely  to  that  State,  the  grandparents 
having  lived  and  died  there.  The  parents,  with 
their  family,  removed  to  Birmingham.  Iowa,  in  the 
fall  of  1851,  and  they  continue  to  reside  there. 
The   father  was  born   in    1819  and  the  mother  in 


1821,  and  they  are  therefore  growing  old.  To 
them  have  been  born  seven  children — F.  G.,  resid- 
ing in  Birmingham;  Mary,  deceased  ;  W.  C;  Mar- 
garet J.,  wife  of  W.  A.  Johnson,  of  N'orton  County. 
Kan.;  Martha  M.,  wife  of  Robert  Thompson,  of 
Topeka,  Kan.;  .Sarah  H.,  now  Mrs.  John  Frye,  of 
Fairfield,  Iowa;  and  Hugh,  deceased.  The  father 
is  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  until  he  attained  his 
seventeenth  j'ear,  at  that  time  enlisting  from  Keo- 
kuk, Iowa,  in  Company  I,  Forty-fifth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, as  a  private  soldier.  He  has  an  interesting 
war  record,  as  have  many  of  his  kinsmen.  So  great 
was  his  enthusiasm  that  when  an  older  brother  en- 
listed he  tried  hard  to  get  peimission  to  serve  also, 
although  then  but  fourteen  years  old.  He  followed 
the  troops  as  far  as  possible,  but  was  forced  to  con- 
tent himself  with  peaceful  occupations  a  few  years 
longer  until  he  could  gain  strength  and  stature 
sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a  place  among  enlisted 
men.  He  did  garrison  dut3- in  various  cities,  among 
them  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  when  Gen. 
Forrest  made  his  raid,  and  where  he  saw  the  fam- 
ous cavalryman.  He  lost  his  hearing  vvhile  in  the 
service,  and  after  his  discharge  was  in  the  hospital 
for  some  time  before  returning  home. 

The  brother  enlisted  in  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry, 
in  a  company  commanded  by  his  uncle,  William 
Torrance,  who  bad  been  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican 
War  when  but  a  boy.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
Colonelcy  of  the  Thirtieth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  met 
his  death  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  He  was  a 
teacher  of  good  repute,  and  the  Torrance  School  in 
Keokuk  is  named  in  his  honor.  A  cousin  of  our 
subject,  1).  K.  Calhoun,  was  in  the  Nineteenth  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  having  been  taken  prisoner,  w.as 
confined  in  Libby  Prison  eleven  months.  Among 
those  who  enlisted  from  his  section  he  is  the  only 
one  who  survives. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  Torrance  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  remaining 
there  two  years  and  then  working  at  other  towns 
in  the  State  until  1870,  when  lie  came  to  Illinois, 
making  his  first  home  in  Hancock  County.  Eight 
years  later  we  find  him  in  Canton  opening  a  shop, 
which  he  carried  on  successfully  until  1886,  at 
1   which  time  he  moved  out  to  Civer  and  engaged  in 
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a  general  merchandise  business,  discharging  the 
duties  of  Postmaster  also.  Later  he  bought  grain 
extensively,  but  in  1887  returned  to  Canton  and 
resumed  his  trade.  In  October,  1889,  he  entered 
into  a  partnersliip  witli  his  father-in-law  for  the 
building  of  what  is  known  as  the  Blackaby  and 
Torninee  Block,  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the  city. 
In  this  building  he  has  for  sometime  been  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements,  giving  much 
attention,  however,  to  the  blacksmith  shop  thai 
he  still  owns  and  manages. 

Believing  the  words  of  Holy  Writ — "  It  is  not 
good  for  a  man  to  live  alone" — Mr.  Torrance  won 
for  his  wife  a  lady  belonging  to  one  of  the  first 
families  of  the  county,  and  one  who  in  her  own 
person  combines  many  graces  of  true  womanhood. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Angeline  Blackaby, 
and  is  a  daugiiter  of  the  Hon.  I.  Blackaby  and  his 
wife,  Julia  (Sanders)  Blackaby,  and  was  born  in  this 
county.  The  marriage  rites  were  solemnized  in 
Lcwistown  on  April  6,  1879.  The  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Torrance  is  supplied  with  the  material 
comforts  of  life  and  is  the  center  of  domestic  and 
social  pleasures. 


•■f52^^®- 


^^W    B.  LEAMAN,  Attorney -at-Law,  and  real- 
*'®/  li    ^^^^^^    dealer,  at    Canton.     It  cannot  be 
(//  lii    denied  that  a  man  who  lives  according  to 
(^  the  highest  principles  of  what  he  conceives 

to  be  right  will  receive  most  sincere  esteem  from 
his  fellows.  As  time  passes  on,  and  the  world 
grows  more  and  more  progressive  it  is  a  distinctly 
recognized  fact  that  true  merit  attended  by  energy 
cannot  fail  to  bring  about  a  good  result. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  near  Oxford,  Ohio,  November  24,  1831,  he 
being  the  son  of  Robert  and  Julia  A.  (Barr)  Lea- 
man.  He  passed  his  youth  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  where 
he  attended  school,  and  after  taking  an  academic 
course  graduated  with  honors.  For  a  time  he 
taught  school  in  that  city,  and  afterwards  studied 
law.  Realizing  the  necessity  for  a  vast  amount  of 
knowledge  to  successfully  carry  out  his  chosen 
profession,  he  labored  faithfully  in  mastering  legal 


technicalities, and  in  1856  was  admitted  to  practice 
at  the  bar  in  Dayton.  From  the  start  his  success 
was  great,  and  he  continued  to  practice  in  that  city 
until  he  became  connected  with  military  service. 
He  raised  several  companies  and  expected  to  go 
with  them,  hut  was  only  in  service  about  eighteen 
months. 

Mr.  Leaman  after  returning  to  Dayton  was  solic- 
ited to  take  charge  of  the  schools  in  that  city  and 
for  a  period  of  seven  or  eight  years  served  as 
Principal  for  the  Fourth  District,  a  position  that 
he  resigned  in  1867,  in  order  to  act  as  agent  for 
the  Appletons  in  Indiana.  In  1869  he  came  to 
Canton  to  take  charge  of  the  Canton  schools,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  Superintendent,  but  in  1877  he 
gave  up  teaching  and  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  the  law,  practicing  alone  until  January,  1890, 
and  then  forming  a  partnership  with  Hardy  Masters. 
The  firm  name  is  Masters  &  Leaman,  the  senior 
member  being  a  resident  of  Lewistown  and  one  of 
the  oldest  attorneys  in  this  county.  The  firm  does 
a  general  law  business. 

Mr.  Ijcamah  was  married  at  Dayton,  in  1866,  lo 
Miss  Eliza  J.  Moody,  a  native  of  that  city,  and 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eleanor  Mood\-.  He  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  her  loss  in  August,  1872,  at 
which  date  she  breathed  her  last  at  her  old  home 
leaving  two  children,  Harry  and  Samuel  C,  both 
of  whom  are  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business  at 
Canton.  Mr.  Leaman  was  again  married,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  this  time  Miss  Julia  Beeson, 
also  a  native  of  Ohio.  The  marriage  took  place  in 
Canton,  and  she  died  August  1886,  leaving  two 
children,  and  a  devoted  husband  to  mourn  her  loss. 
The  children,  Robert  E.,  and  Bessie,  now  reside 
with  a  sister  of  our  subject  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  In 
June,  1888,  Mr.  Leaman  married  Miss  Lida  Ilaynes, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Sarah  Haynes. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  in  1798  and  was  married  there  about  the  year 
1824.  He  had  been  a  merchant  in  his  early  days 
and  also  devoted  considerable  time  to  agricultui^c, 
but  during  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  a 
contractor.  He  built  most  of  the  stone  bridge 
work  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  also  canals  and  public 
buildings  in  different  States.  He  had  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1832,  locating  at  Oxford,   afterward    be- 
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coming  a  rcsi(le]it,  of  Pic|un  anil  finally  settling  in 
Dayton,  wlicro  hoUi  he  aiul  his  wife  died.  To 
tlicin  were  born  nine  children,  six  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Susan  is  now  the  wife 
of  Dr.  L.  Hubbard,  of  Dayton,  Oiiio;  Angelinc  is 
the  wife  of  R.  L.  McKinney,  of  Dayton;  James  B 
is  a  merchant  of  San  Jose,  Cal. ;  Samuel  B.  is  de. 
ceased;  Franklin  B.  resides  in  San  Jose,  Cal.;  A.  B. 
IS  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice;  Francis 
.Vsbur}'  is  deceased;  Robert  F.,  who  was  a  member 
of  tlie  firm  of  Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  Cincin- 
nati. Ohio,  died  December  13,  1887;  Arthur  T.,  is 
a  notary  public  rnd  real-estate  dealer  in  Canton. 
Robert  and  Arthur  were  soldiers  in  the  One  Ilun- 
ili-ed  and  Thirty-second  Oiiio  Infantry  during  the 
late  war. 

Our  subject  lias  taken  an  active  part  in  politics 
until  quite  recently,  but  his  health  not  admitting 
of  too  great  exertion,  he  now  gives  his  attention 
exclusively  to  his  business.  His  sympathies  are 
with  the  Republican  part}'  and  he  is  very  popular 
in  jjolitical  circles.  He  has  served  as  Supervisor 
of  Canton  Township  and  was  not  aware  that  his 
name  was  being  agitated  until  the  nomination  was 
niada.  He  has  never  sought  place  nor  position,  but 
when  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow-men,  did  so 
faithfully  and  well.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  is  now  serving  as  Master  of 
the  Lodge  at  Canton.  He  became  a  Knight  Temp- 
lar in  Dayton,  Ohio,  but  now  belongs  to  the  Com- 
mandery  in  Havana,  this  county.  He  h.as  been 
connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. He  is  a  man  greatly  honored  by  all  who 
know  him  and  many  true  friends  greet  him  in  his 
goings  and  comings  about  the  streets  of  the  city. 

jILLIAM  J.  DYCKKS,  a  well-known  lawyer 
of  Lewistown  was  born  in  Bernadotte, 
this  county,  August  4,  1845.  His  father, 
the  Hon.  Joseph  Dyckes,  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  January  5,  1813.  When  he  was  quite  young 
his  parents  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  there  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  worked  at  it 
until  1837.   In  that  year  he  l)ecame  a  pioneer  of  this 


county,  locating  at  Bernadotte,  where  ho  followed 
his  calling  a  short  time.  He  bought  a  home  there 
and  also  purchased  wild  prairie  land  near  the  vil- 
lage. He  resided  in  Bernadotte  till  he  w.is  electeil 
Shoriflf  of  the  county  in  1846,  when  he  moved  to 
Lewistown  and  spent  eight  years  there.  After 
that  he  lived  on  his  farm  near  Bern.adotte  and  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation  the  ensuing  seven  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  was  elected  County 
Clerk  and  again  took  up  his  residence  at  Lewistown, 
where  he  lived  till  his  death.  He  was  very  promi- 
nent in  the  public  and  political  life  of  the  county 
and  held  many  important  offices  besides  those  men- 
tioned. He  represented  Lewistown,  as  a  member 
of  the  county  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  was  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  in  1866  was  elected  as  a  Rep- 
resentative to  the  State  Legislature.  Ho  was  a 
stanch  upholder  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  March  14, 
1840,  to  Lucinda  Andrus,  who  was  born  in  Water- 
town,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  November  21,  1821. 
Her  parents,  Reuben  and  Olive  ( Wood ivorlh )  An- 
drus, were  natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Watertown,  where  he  cleared  a  farm.  He  after- 
ward lived  for  a  while  in  Locki)ort,  Niagara  County, 
and  from  there  came  to  Fulton  County,  in  1837. 
He  bought  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Bernadotte 
Township  and  was  one  of  the  worthy-  pioneers  of 
this  part  of  tiie  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyckes  wore 
loading  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bernadotte. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  birthplace  and  latei  in  the 
city  schools  of  Lewistown.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  entered  Wesleyan  College  at  lilooraington,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  June,  1868. 
Heat  once  coramen(^ed  the  study  of  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  S.  Corning  .ludd.  and  was  admited  to  the 
bar  in  the  fall  of  1X69.  He  formed  a  partnersiiip 
with  Mr.  Judd  which  continued  till  the  removal 
of  the  latter  to  Chicago.  Our  subject  then  prac- 
ticed alone  for  some  time  till  he  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  A.  M.  Barnett.  His  present  part- 
ner is  H.  W.  Masters  and  they  carry  on  a  good 
law    business  under   the  firm  n.-ime  of  Masters  <.\: 
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Dj'ckes.  Our  subject  is  vei\'  prominent  in  social 
and  political  circles.  He  is  President  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  has  always 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school.  His 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  part3'. 
He  is  well-known  in  business  circles  and  is  Secre- 
tary of  the  Lewistown  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Dyckes  was  married  December  30,  1869,  to 
Julia  A.  Eickelberger.  Two  children  have  been 
born  of  this  marriage,  Jennie  and  Lawrence.  Mrs. 
Dyckes  is  a  native  of  Lewistown  and  a  daughter 
of  Martin  and  Isabella  G.  Eickelberger.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dyckes  are  members  in  high  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 


T.  FISHER.  The  commercial  world  is  so 
crowded  with  bread-winners,  anxious  and 
ready  to  accumulate  the  almighty  dollar, 
that  to  achieve  marked  success  a  man  must  possess 
not  capit.al  onh'  but  shrewd  judgment  and  tact. 
While  a  professional  life  may  require  more  book- 
learning  it  does  not  call  for  more  mental  labor  than 
does  ti)e  successful  management  of  an  extensive  mer- 
cantile establishment.  The  force  of  this  statement 
is  fully  appreciated  by  such  men  as  Mr.  Fisher,  who 
day  after  day  must  plan  and  buy  to  suit  the  capri- 
cious taste  of  customers.  His  enterprising  charac- 
ter and  business  tact,  together  with  honest  dealing, 
have  brought  him  the  good-will  of  his  large  circle 
of  acquaintnuces  an<l  liave  given  liim  an  established 
reputation  as  a  prominent  business  man  in  Canton. 
As  a  furniture  dealer  he  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  direct  the 
attention  of  the  reader  to  a  view  of  his  warehouse 
and  storerooms,  found  in  connection  with  this 
sketch. 

The  energy  and  push  which  characterize  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  have  been  inherited  by  Mr. 
Fislicr,  who  was  born  in  that  State,  in  Warren 
County,  September  5,  1841.  His  ancestors  were 
one  and  all  highly  respected  in  the  communities 
"liere  they  resided.  His  greatgrandfather,  Jacob 
Fisher,  was  perhaps  the  founder  of  the  family  in 


America.  Grandfather  Wilson  Fisher  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  whicli  was  tlie  native  State  of  Marcus 
Fisher,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Huntingdon  County  in  1818,  and  after 
reaching  years  of  maturity  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mima  Tillman,  in  Warren  County,  the  same 
State.  He  was  b}-  occupation  a  cabinet-maker  and 
carpenter,  and  followed  the  latter  trade  until  1860. 
He  had  prior  to  that  time,  in  1857,  removed  with 
his  family  to  Fulton  County.  111.,  and  settled  in 
Canton. 

In  18G0  Marcus  Fisher  started  a  small  cabinet 
shop  and  thus  he  gained  experience  as  a  cabinet 
manufacturer,  and  in  the  meantime  he  was  also 
employed  in  carpentering.  His  brother  Wilson  re- 
mained with  and  aided  their  father  until  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Tliird 
Illinois  Infantry  and  served  three  years  with  credit 
to  liimself.  Returning  home  at  the  close  of  the 
war  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  the  father, 
enlarged  and  continued  the  business  and  worked 
prosperously  until  1872,  when  the  father  died  in 
Canton,  aged  fifty-three  years.  The  mother  is  still 
living  (1890)  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years  and 
makes  her  home  witli  her  son,  our  subject,  in  Can- 
ton. She  was  of  Holland  extraction  and  was  horn 
in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  to  Joseph  and  Catherine 
(Simmons)  Tillman. 

The  parental  family  included  only  two  children, 
our  suhject  aud  his  brother  Wilson,  who  is  about 
one  and  one-iialf  years  3'Ouuger  than  he.  At  the 
death  of  the  father,  our  subject  returned  to  Can- 
ton and  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother. 
In  1876  they  erected  a  wooden  building  on  the  site 
of  their  present  structure.  The  former  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1880  and  the  same  j'ear  the  part- 
ners erected  the  present  commodious  and  elegant 
block,  which  is  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  He 
l)urchased  his  brother's  interest  in  the  business  in 
December, 1887,  and  is  now  conducting  it  alone.  His 
knowledge  of  his  business  is  thorough,  and  having 
devoted  almost  his  entire  life  to  this  trade  he  is  a 
proficient  and  practical  cabinet  maker.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen  he  was  learning  thetrade  in  his  father's 
sliop  in  Canton  and  until  the  death  of  the  latter 
was  employed  in  different  cities  and  various  pnrts 
of  the  county. 
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As  an  undertaker  Mr.  Fisher  is  very  popular, 
being  well  posted  in  the  duties  connected  tliere- 
willi  and  having  a  team  and  hearse  that  would  do 
credit  to  a  much  larger  eitj'.  Asa  furniture  dealer 
he  carries  a  very  large  stock  and  is  by  far  the  lead- 
ing man  in  this  line  in  Fulton  County.  The  growth 
of  his  business  has  been  phenomenal.  His  enter- 
prise is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  loss  sustained 
by  fire  caused  a  delay  of  about  ninety  days  only. 
In  that  time  the  present  building  was  erected  and 
tlie  business  re-established.  As  a  man  he  is  genial 
.and  courteous,  and  by  his  straightforward  honesty 
has  won  the  confidence  of  the  people.  In  1875 
and  1877  he  was  a  member  of  tiie  City  Council. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
•Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Canton,  also  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being  prom- 
inent in  both  organizations.  He  was  first  married 
in  1862  at  Canton,  to  Olive  Arnold  who  bore  him 
one  son,  Elmer,  now  in  business  with  his  father. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  aw.ay  from  the  busy 
scenes  of  earth  and  our  subject  was  again  married 
in  December,  1888,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Small,  an  estim- 
able lady  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  are  prominent  in  social  circles  and  under 
their  hospitable  roof  their  many  friends  are  accus- 
tomed to  pass  many  happy  hours. 


kEWIS  M.  TURNER.  This  gentleman  is 
pursuing  a  successful  career  as  an  agricul- 
turist, operating  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  on  section  21,  Fairview  Township.  One  of 
the  most  noticeable  features  of  the  estate  is  the  at- 
tention paid  to  horticulture,  in  which  Mr.  Turner 
is  building  up  a  fine  reputation.  At  present  he 
has  an  acre  each  of  strawberries,  rsispberries  and 
blackberries  under  cultivation.  In  1889  he  erected 
a  fine  barn  with  a  slate  roof,  which  is  a  model  of 
rural  architecture.  The  residence  is  a  commodious 
one  and  is  represented  by  a  view  on  another  page, 
together  with  the  other  prominent  buildings. 

Elisha  W.  Turner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  and   taken  to 


Hamilton  Count}',  Ohio,  when  seven  years  old.  He 
married  a  lady  of  that  county.  Miss  Sarah  Morse, 
and  in  1840  the  young  couple  located  in  Hancock 
County,  III.  After  a  sojourn  of  three  years  they 
removed  to  Galena,  remaining  tlicre  until  1865. 
During  that  time  Mr.  Turner  was  engaged  in  lead- 
mining  and  farming  in  the  township  of  Shullsburg, 
La  Fayette  County,  Wis.  He  had  previously  been 
occupied  in  the  latter  pursuit  alone.  In  1865  he 
purchased  the  estate  now  owned  by  our  subject 
and  removed  thereto.  His  good  wife  bore  him  five 
children,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  James  Patten,  a 
farmer  in  Fairview  Townsiiip;  Amy,  widow  of 
Enoch  Keithly, whose  home  is  at  Lewistown ;  George, 
a  grocer  in  Galena,  Kan. ;  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice; Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Thora.as  Travers,  whose 
history  is  given  on  another  page  in  this  Album. 
The  father  died  in  1879  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  and  the  mother  in  1880  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  Grandfather  Turner,  wIkj  was  born  in  the 
Empire  State  and  bore  the  given  name  of  (Jcorge, 
was  a  saddler. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice  was 
born  at  New  Diggings,  Wis.,  February  25,  1849, 
and  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  when  he  came  to 
this  county.  He  had  attended  the  country  schools 
of  Shullsburg  Township  and  after  coming  here 
continued  his  studies  in  Fairview.  His  taste  led 
him  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  he  finally 
became  much  interested  in  fruit-growing.  He  is  a 
man  of  more  than  average  intelligence,  clever  and 
quick  witted  by  nature  and  having  his  f.aculties 
well  developed  b}'  study,  observation  and  inter- 
course with  mankind.  His  character  is  one  of  ster- 
ling worth,  and  he  finds  many  friends  among  those 
of  his  own  class  and  in  the  circles  of  the  neighbor- 
ing towns.  His  political  adherence  is  given  to  the 
Republican  part)-. 

Mr.  Turner  established  his  own  homo  in  1878. 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Houser.  This  lady  was  horn  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
was  well  educated  and  trained  in  useful  domestic 
knowledge  and  habits.  She  is  a  twin  sister  of  Mrs. 
Martha  Soldwell,  of  Yates  City  and  they  are  the 
oldest  in  a  family  of  fi  \'c  girls.  Their  father,  Will- 
iam Houser.  a  blacksmith  in  Yates  City,  was  born 
in  Ohio.     Her   mother,  S:uah  (Marchant)  Houser, 
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was  a  daughter  of  Joel  Marchant,  the  first  perma- 
nent settler  in  Farmington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Sarah  Naomi, 
Frederick  D.  and  Blanche,  whose  bright  faces  and 
charming  ways  add  to  the  joj's  of  their  home. 


'^^i  BNER  PIPER.  There  are  few  places  the 
(^CJ     size  of  Canton  tiiat  claim  more  successful 

\\r^  business  men,  or  where  there  is  a  greater 
(^/  amount  of  competition    in   every   line  of 

trade.  Perhaps  because  of  its  desirable  location, 
but  more  likely  because  of  the  progressive  spirit  of 
its  citizens,  it  lias  always  enjoyed  a  good  reputa- 
tion and  is  a  favorite  place  of  residence  with  in- 
fluential and  active  business  men.  Here  we  find  a 
large  number  of  professional  men  whose  skill  is 
beyond  dispute,  and  also  many  merchants  whose 
shrewd  judgment  and  energy  have  brought  about 
flattering  results.  Prominent  among  the  latter 
class  is  Aliner  Piper,  who  deals  in  boots  and  shoes. 

The  Piper  family  came  originally  from  Scot- 
land and  have  inherited  much  of  the  strength  of 
character  and  love  of  the  beautiful  that  character- 
izes the  n.ilives  of  "the  land  of  thistles  and  oat- 
meal." The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Abel 
Piper,  son  of  Noali  Piper,  whose  father  and  brother 
were  tlie  founders  of  the  family  in  America.  Abel 
Piper  was  a  Lieutenant  of  Minute  Men  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  being  for  a  time  an  inn- 
keeper, his  tavern  was  naturally  the  gathering  place 
of  the  old  soldiers,  who  met  to  fight  their  battles 
over  again.  The  grandson  recollects  a  score  of  the 
old  Continentals,  who,  during  his  childhood,  vis- 
ited the  home  of  his  ancestors. 

Artemus  Piper,  the  fatiier  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Phillipston,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1783,  the 
place  of  his  birth  being  known  at  that  time  as 
Gerry.  He  was  a  sailor  by  profession  and  a  teacher 
of  navigation.  He  was  in  command  of  a  revenue 
cutter  during  the  War  of  1812  and  was  an  eye- 
witness to  the  fight  between  the  'Box"  and  "En- 
terprise." He  married  Mary  Hammond,  daugiitcr 
of  Paul  and  Anna  (Davis)  Hammond,  who  was  a 
native  of  Falmouth,  ^lass.     Her  father  was  a  sailor 


and  commanded  a  craft  during  the  War  of  1812. 
Both  parents  died  in  the  East.  Tlieir  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  named  respectively:  Julia 
Ann,  Artemus  D.,  Ambrose  H.,  Phebe  Rose,  Ab- 
ner,  and  Betsy  Catherine.  The  only  ones  surviving 
at  this  writing  are  our  subject  and  Ambrose  who 
lives  in  Ackworth,  N.  H. 

Abner  Piper  was  horn  in  Phillipston,  Worcester 
County,  Mass.,  April  1,  1817.  He  passed  his  youth 
on  his  father's  farm  and  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  dividing  his  time  for  several  years  between 
work  in  the  hayfield  and  amid  the  grain,  and  his 
trade.  Since  reaching  his  nineteenth  year  he  has 
devoted  his  time  to  the  shoe  business  exclusively. 
Upon  leaving  home  he  first  went  to  Tem|)k'ton, 
where  he  remained  until  1838,  being  cutter  in  one 
of  the  largest  shoe  factories  of  the  State.  He  then 
came  to  Galena,  111.,  to  visit  a  brother-in-law,  and 
for  a  few  months  was  interested  in  a  mercantile 
establishment,  but  soon  located  in  Canton.  Tiience 
he  went  to  Ohio,  then  returned  to  his  native  State, 
where  he  worked  in  a  shoe  manufactory  until  1865, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Canton.  Eacli 
year  he  made  a  trip  East  to  act  as  foreman  in  the 
manufactory  with  which  h(^  was  so  long  connected, 
but  the  trips  proving  too  tiresome  he  found  it  nec- 
essary to  return  to.  the  old  iiome. 

Mr.  Piper  resided  in  the  Baj^  State  from  1S70 
to  1876,  when  he  again  removed  to  Canton,  this 
time  permanently.  He  established  a  boot  and  shoe 
business  which  has  proved  a  prosperous  enterprise, 
and  in  the  conduct  of  whicli  he  has  won  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  the  entire  community.  He 
is  a  skilled  workman,  an  excellent  judge  of  the 
materials  used  in  his  business  and  a  dealer  whose 
word  can   be  relied  upon  at  all  times. 

At  the  bride's  home  in  .Sydney,  Me.,  in  1847, 
Mr.  Piper  was  married  to  Miss  Betsy,  daughter  of 
Paul  and  Catherine  (Masou)  Hammond.  Her  an- 
cestry is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country-,  her  people 
coming  originally  from  Concord,  Mass.  To  this 
marriage  have  been  born  three  children — Warren 
H.,  Carlos  A.  and  Vernon  A.  The  eldest  son  mar- 
ried Sarah  C.  Sraalley,  and  has  five  children — Ab- 
ner C,  Harry  R.,  Betsy  M..  Bertie  and  Mary.  The 
eldest  of  these  children — grandchildren  of  our  sub- 
ject— is  a  book-keeper  in  the  Commercial  National 
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Bank,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  married  Miss  Mamie 
McLaughlin  and  has  one  child — Bessie  V.  All 
three  of  the  sons  of  our  subject  reside  in  Canton 
and  are  following  in  their  father's  footsteps  as 
men  of  good  repute  and  business  energ,y. 

Mr.  Pii)er  has  had  raan.y  prominent  kinsmen  in 
the  East  connected  with  the  army  and  navj'  and 
with  the  political  affairs  of  the  nation.  His  ances- 
tors in  both  lines  having  lived  in  America  from 
the  early  Colonial  times,  the  family  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  the  Republic  from  its 
birth.  He,  himself,  is  fully  entitled  to  the  friend- 
ship and  esteem  accorded  liiin.  Tlic  only  social 
order  with  which  he  is  identified  is  that  of  the 
Odd  Fellows,  his  membership  being  in  Olive  Brancli 
Lodge,  No.  15,  at  Canton. 


=^= 
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E?HUEL  W.  POTTS,  a  prosperous  farmer 
jll  (/g  of  Liverpool  Township,  is  well  known  in 
|L^  political  and  Grand  Army  circles  and  it 
gives  us  pleasure  to  represent  in  tliis  Biograph- 
ical Album  one  who  fought  so  long  and  well  for 
the  preservation  of  this  Union.  He  is  a  native  of 
Clarke  County,  Va.,  where  his  birth  occurred 
October  27,  1832.  He  is  a  son  of  Amos  F.  and 
Elizabeth  S.  (Dolson)  Potts,  natives  respectively 
of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and  Licking  County, 
Ohio.  His  ancestors,  both  on  tlie  paternal  and 
maternal  side,  were  men  of  sterling  worth,  wiio 
were  prominently  identified  with  the  public  affairs 
of  the  community  where  they  resided.  His  great- 
grandfather Potts  was  a  native  of  Wales,  who 
came  to  tiiis  country  and  settled  in  Virginia  before 
the  Revolution. 

Isaiah  Potts,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Loudoun  County, 
Va.,  where  the  most  of  his  years  were  passed  at  his 
trade  as  a  blacksmith.  He  was  a  Quaker  in  relig- 
ion, an  old  line  Whig  in  poli'ics,  and  was  bitterly 
opposed  to  slavery.  He  married  Elizabeth  Brown, 
a  natiye  of  Virginia.  His  career  was  brought  to 
an  untimely  close  by  his  death  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine  years. 

The  father  of   our   subject    was   engaged    as   a 


blacksmith  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old  and 
then  he  began  life  as  a  farmer.  While  yet  in  early 
manhood  he  removeil  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  town  of 
Zanesville  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Dolson,  April 
25.  1828.  She  was  born  February  13,  1810,  and 
died  in  1882  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  She 
was  one  of  the  representative  pioneer  mothers  of 
this  county  who  bore  Ihe  many  hardships  incidental 
to  life  in  a  newly  settled  country  with  that  bravery 
and  uncomplaining  self-sacrifice  characteristic  of 
her  sex.  Thomas  A.  Dolson,  her  father,  was  of 
English  descent  and  his  early  years  were  passed  in 
the  State  of  New  York  where  he  was  engaged  as  a 
distiller.  He  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  he  was  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Ohio, 
settling  in  Perry  County,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing for  a  time.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  His  father  was  a  native  of  England  and 
was  a  British  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
Ten  children  ^were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potts, 
namely:  John  W.,  Lemuel  W.,  Huldah  A.,  Thomas 
I.,  George  W.,  William  H.,  Mary  J..  .Sarah  E.. 
Martha  .1.  and  Emily  A. 

In  December,  1829,  the  father  of  our  subject  set 
out  with  his  little  family  from  his  home  in  Ohio, 
for  what  was  then  the  Far  West,  and  made  the 
journey  across  the  wild  intervening  country  with 
one  horse  and  a  sled,  finally  arriving  in  .lanuary, 
1830,  in  Clark  County,  III.,  then  on  the  Western 
frontier.  Mr.  Potts  i)urchased  forty  acres  of  land 
on  which  he  erected  a  log  cabin  and  then  proceeded 
to  develop  a  farm.  Two  years  later  he  sold  that 
place  and  relumed  to  Perry  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  a  year  and  a  half  prior  to  coming  again  to 
make  a  permanent  settlement  in  Illinois.  This 
lime  he  arrived  October  31,  1835,  and  located  in 
Fulton  County,  purchasing  eighty-  acres  of  land  on 
section  29,  Liverpool  Township,  which  in  due  time 
he  improved  into  a  fine  farm  to  which  lie  added 
more  latul  as  opportunity  offered,  till  at  the  time 
of  Ids  death  he  cuvned  five  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land.  When  he  came  here  the  country  was 
in  a  very  wild  condition;  the  woods  were  full  of 
deer  and  other  wild  game;  Indians  were  seen  on 
everv  side,  while  there  were  but  few  wliite  settlers 
throughout  the  county.  He  and  his  family  had  to 
endure  many    hardship.s  and    privations  and    they 
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were  often  in  a  state  of  alarm  concerning  their  ab- 
original neiglibors  who  at  one  time  caused  them  to 
flee  from  their  liome.  When  they  finall3'  venluied 
to  return  to  their  lonely  cabin  they  found  all  their 
household  goods  piled  in  the  middle  of  the  floor, 
and  a  few  Indians  there  who  said  "Bad  Indians 
gone;  they  were  going  to  burn  tlie  house,  but  good 
Indians  wouldn't  let  them." 

Notwithstanding  his  advanced  age  wlien  the  war 
broke  out,  the  father  of  our  subject  offered  his 
services  to  his  country  and  did  much  valuable 
work  in  helping  to  suppress  the  rebellion.  He  was 
at  one  time  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  and  during 
a  greater  part  of  the  war  was  at  the  front  and  took 
part  in  various  engagements.  He  was  made  Quar- 
termaster of  the  same  regiment  of  which  his  son  of 
whom  we  write  was  a  member.  His  services  as  a 
jjioneer  of  this  county  will  never  be  forgotten.  He 
died  greatly  lamented  December  17,  1866,  and  his 
memory  is  still  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
knew  him. 

Lemuel  W.  Potts  of  this  biograpbical  sketch,  was 
reared  on  his  fatlier's  homestead  amid  the  pioneer 
scenes  of  this  his  native  county.  He  attended 
school  In  a  primitive  log  schoolhousc  that  was 
furnished  with  slab  benches  and  had  a  large  open 
Hreplace  for  heating  purposes.  His  youth  was  em- 
ployed in  working  in  the  clearings  and  on  the  farm. 
He  was  in  tlie  flush  and  vigor  of  e.arly  manhood 
wlien  the  war  broke  out.  and  he  was  among  the 
first  to  spring  to  arms  at  the  call  for  troops,  enlist- 
ing April  29,  1861,  in  Company  H,  Seventeenth 
Illinois  Infantry,  he  being  the  first  man  to  enlist  in 
Liverpool  Township.  He  was  sworn"  into  the 
sei  vice  May  12,  1861,  and  was  mustered  in  May  25. 
In  one  of  the  early  engagements  in  which  he  took 
part  at  tlie  battle  of  Frederickstown,  Mo.,  he  was 
badly  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  shell  and  was  sent 
home  to  recuperate.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at 
Ft.  Henry  in  February.  1862,  in  season  to  witness 
its  surrender.  He  was  one  of  the  number  who 
made  the  second  charge  on  the  enemy's  works  at 
Ft.  Donelson,  carrying  them  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet, and  he  was  in  the  front  a  great  deal  of  the 
time  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  li-g  by  a  musket  ball.  His  gallant  and 
daring  ael  in  which  he  set  (ire   to  a   forty  barrel 


powder  magazine  which  had  been  arranged  to  blow 
up  Ft.  Hill,  will  ever  be  remembered  by  the  fellow 
soldiers  of  his  regiment.  He  bore  a  brave  part 
both  in  the  siege  and  battle  of  Corinth  and  he 
faced  the  enemy  again  at  Champion  Hills.  He 
fought  with  unflinching  bravery  at  Vicksburg  and 
at  the  battle  of  Clinton,  Miss.,  July  6,  1864,  when 
he  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm.  His  conduct  at 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  gained  him  the  commission  of 
a  Sergeant.  He  was  present  at  the  engagements  at 
Spanish  Fort  and  Ft.  Blakesley,  where  he  did  good 
work.  He  served  with  his  first  company  three 
years,  was  with  Company  B,  Eighth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, one  year,  eleven  months  and  twenty-three 
days  and  was  mustered  out  of  the"  army  May  14, 
1866.  As  a  partial  payment  for  what  he  did  and 
suffered  in  the  cause  of  the  L^nion  he  now  receives 
from  the  Government  a  pension  of  $8  a  month.  He 
is  highly  respected  in  array  circles  for  his  bravery 
and  fidelity  to  his  country  during  those  trying 
times  in  the  great  Civil  War. 

After  he  left  the  army  Mr.  Potts  resumed  farm- 
ing and  he  and  his  brother  subsequently  bought 
the  old  homestead  on  which  they  were  reared.  Our 
subject  has  since  bought  his  brother's  interest  in  it 
and  is  now  tlie  sole  owner.  It  is  a  fine,  well-or- 
dered farm,  under  excellent  tillage  and  replete 
with  substantial  improvements.  To  the  lady  who 
presides  over  his  pleasant  home  here  Mr.  Potts  was 
united  in  marriage,  December  4,  1874.     Mrs.  Potts 

I  was  formerly  Jennie  Wall  worth  and  was  born  in 
St,  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  woman  of 
high  character  and  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  first  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject, which  took  place  April  4,  1872,  was  to  Martha 
E.  Patterson,  and  to  them  one  child  was  born. 
Mrs.  Potts  was  an  estimable  lady  and  her  death 
was  mourned  by  many  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Potts  have  no  children  by  this  marriage  but  in  the 

'  kindness  of  their  hearts  have  taken  Stork  T.  Pan- 
cake to  rear. 

j  Mr.  Potts  is  a  valued  citizen  of  his  township  and 
is    popular   among    his    associates    and    numerous 

I  friends.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republi- 
can party  in  this  vicinity,  and  has  been  a  member 

I   of    the    Republican    Central   Committee   and   also 

I   a  delegate  to   various   political   conventions.     He 
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is  Justice  of  tiie  Peace  for  this  townsiiip,  to  whicli 
position  lie  was  elected  by  forty-seven  majority, 
although  the  Democrats  usually  carry  the  township 
by  a  majority  of  sixty-eight  votes. 


of 


JKKEMIAU  K.  WILLCOXKN.  From  I 
I  early  history  of  Fulton  County  the  name 
I  Willcoxen  has  been  associated  with  its  rise 
'  and  progress.  The  father  of  our  oubject  was 
one  of  its  most  prominent  and  well-known  pioneers, 
who  was  for  many  years  very  active  in  developing 
its  agricultural  resources  and  was  a  prime  factor  in 
promoting  its  growth  and  laying  the  solid  founda- 
tion of  its  present  prosperity.  His  son,  of  whom 
we  write  is  distinguished  not  only  as  being  one  of 
the  native-born  citizens  of  this  county  but  for  the 
part  he  has  taken  in  its  advancement  to  the  front 
as  one  of  the  richest  and  best  improved  farming 
regions  in  the  State.  He  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Liverpool  Township,  which  is  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  here  he  is  (Engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  though  not  to  so  large  an  extent  as 
formerly.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  land  holders  in 
the  county  and  is  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence  in 
his  community,  who  is  widely  known  and  honored. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his 
parents  in  Liverpool  Township,  February  17,  1833. 
He  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Elijah  Willcoxen,  an  early  set- 
tler of  this  county,  who  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  served  throughout  the  Black 
Hawk  AVar,  tirst  as  Lieutenant  and  llien  as  Captain. 
He  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C.luly  24,  1789. 
His  ancestors  for  many  generations  back  were  fa- 
mous people,  and  were  held  in  high  esteem  where 
they  resided  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
sketch  of  George  W.  Ray.  where  the  history  of 
Mrs.  Ray,  (who  was,  in  her  maiden  days.  Miss  Anna 
AVillcoxen)  and  her  family  is  given  in  full. 

Samuel  Willcoxen,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  probably 
born  in  Rowan  County.  He  was  a  son  of  John 
Willcoxen,  who  was  either  born  in  Wales  or  came 
of  AVelsh  parentage.  He  was  a  farmer  of  North 
Carolina  and  was  also  said   to  possess  great  genius 


as  a  meelianie,  and  was  a  man  of  strong  character. 
He  married  Rachael  Boone,  sister  of  Daniel  Boone, 
the  noted  Kentucky  pioneer.  She  possessed  a  re- 
markable mind  and  had  a  keen  sense  of  justice  and 
appreciation,  and  indeed  was  in  every  respect  an 
illustrious  woman.  She  reared  a  large  ^family  of 
children  in  North  Carolina  and  in  her  old  age  lived 
with  her  grandson  Jesse  Willcoxen,  in  Estill  County 
Ky.,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer.  He 
moved  from  his  early  home  in  North  Carolina  to 
Boonesboro,  Kv.,and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  that  section  of  the  State.  He  w.as  a  broad-minded, 
large-hearted  man  of  deep  religious  convictions 
and  was  an  influence  for  great  good  among  his 
fellow  pioneers.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Regular 
Baptist  Church  and  he  had  two  sons  who  were 
Baptist  preachers.  He  died  in  1825  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Anna  Jordon,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a 
native  of  Rowan  County,  N.  C.  She  was  a  strict 
adherent  of  the  Baptist  faith  and  noted  for  her 
goodness  of  heart.  Her  last  years  were  passed  in 
this  county,  on  the  homestead  where  our  subject 
now  lives,  she  having  come  hither  with  her  son 
Elijah  in  1830.  Slie  had  attained  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-four  years  at  the  lime  of  her  death. 
She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and 
four  daughters,  namely:  Squire,  Samuel,  Elijah. 
Isaiah,  Alfred,  Jesse.  Sarah,  Francis,  .Mary,  and 
Debbie. 

The  father  of  our  subject  moved  from  Rowan 
County,  N.  C,  to  Estill  County,  Ky.,  in  1815. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  region, 
which  was  a  somewhat  mountainous  country  and 
was  then  full  of  vvild  game,  which  he  was  very 
fond  of  hunting.  On  several  occasions  he  had 
hogs  killed  by  the  bears.  He  owned  a  farm  there, 
which  it  is  thought  lie  must  have  taken  up  as  patent 
land.  In  October,  1830,  he  came  to  Fulton  County, 
making  the  trip  with  horse  and  ox-teams  and  bring- 
ing with  him  six  milch  cows  and  a  fine  stallion 
called  Cultivator.  The  family  spent  their  first 
winter  here  in  a  little  log  cabin,  on  the  banks  of 
Little  Sister  Creek  in  wliat  is  now  Liverpool 
Township,  the  place  being  owned  by  John  Ferris. 
The  following  si>ring  Mr.  AVillcoxen  purchased  a 
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quarter  section  of  Government  land  on  section  5, 
this  townsliij),  on  which  lie  erected  a  commodious 
two-storj'  and  a  half  hewed  log  house.  His  land 
was  all  heavily  timbered,  and  the  country  round 
about  was  infested  with  deer  and  wild  turkeys  be- 
sides much  other  game,  and  as  he  was  an  expert 
iiunter  he  often  supplied  the  family  larder  with 
choice  venison  and  turkej%  He  soon  cleared  his 
land,  and  as  he  was  a  bard  worker  and  a  good  man- 
ager he  was  greatlj'  jirospered.  He  bought  other 
land  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  man}'  hun- 
dred acres.  He  gave  each  of  his  boys  one  hundred 
and  sixly  acres  of  land  and  still  had  a  large  estate 
left  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  ability,  of  an  enlightened  mind,  and  was 
known  for  his  great  generosity  and  benevolence. 
He  came  to  be  considered  a  sort  of  a  patriarch  by 
the  people  among  whom  so  many  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  and  he  was  venerated  and  beloved  by 
all.  Religiously  he  was  a  pillar  of  the  Regular 
Baptist  Church,  and  politically  he  was  a  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  prominent  in 
public  life,  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  great 
many  years  and  served  in  nearly  all  the  offices  of 
his  township.  He  died  July  3,  1860,  and  his  fun- 
eral was  attended  by  his  twelve  children.  His  pos- 
terity numbered  one  hundred  and   fourteen. 

The  maiden  name  of  tlie  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Charlotte  Calloway,  and  she  was  born  in  Ashe 
County,  N.  C,  April  2,  1792.  She  died  June  18, 
1874,  at  which  time  the  fifth  generation  of  her  pos- 
terity, numbering  two  hundred  and  four  in  all,  had 
appeared  upon  the  scene.  She  was  a  kind,  motherly 
woman  and  reared  her  children  in  the  paths  of 
honesty  and  virtue.  She  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  for  sixty  years  of  her  life. 
Her  father  was  (!ol.  Elijah  Calloway,  who  was  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  and  for 
many  years  an  honored  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
children  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject:  Zerilda, 
Jessie  B.,  Nancy  M.,  Elijah  C.  Andrew  J.,  Mary 
E.  (Mrs.  Cope),  Isaiah  M.,  Elizabeth  C,  Anna  A. 
(Mrs.  Ray),  Marshall  N.,  James  C.  Charlotte,  Jere- 
miah F.  and  America. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives. 


In  his  boyhood  days  he  attended  the  pioneer  log 
schoolhouses  of  that  poiiod  that  were  furnished 
with  slab  benches,  heated  by  a  fire  in  a  large  open 
fire-place,  and  a  slab  fastened  on  the  wall  under 
the  windows  served  as  a  writing  desk.  The  first 
school  he  attended  was  held  in  the  old  log  Baptist 
Church,  two  miles  northeast  of  his  home.  The 
teaching  was  not  much  after  the  fashion  of  the 
present  day,  and  the  scholars  studied  out  loud. 
The  teacher  was  paid  by  subscription  ami  boarded 
a  week  about  with  the  parents  of  the  pupils.  When 
our  subject  was  a  boy  the  wild  sparsely  settled 
countiy  round  about  was  inhabited  by  deer,  tur- 
keys, wolves,  lynx,  and  wild  cats.  The  old  deer 
trail  ran  just  south  of  the  house  and  he  remembers 
seeing  deer  come  about  the  farmyard  in  the  even- 
ing when  he  milked  the  cows.  Our  subject  helped 
clear  the  farm  which  was  heavily  timbered,  and  at 
the  death  of  his  father  took  charge  of  the  estate. 
The  quarter  section  on  which  the  old  home  is  situ- 
ated was  willed  to  him  and  at  the  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty he  purchased  two  more  quarter  sections  of  his 
father's  land  adjoining  and  he  has  added  to  this 
until  he  has  now  twenty-seven  hundred  acres  of 
choice  farming  land.  He  has  prospered  abundantly 
and  besides  his  realtj'  has  other  valuable  properly, 
in(;luding  a  fourth  interest  in  the  Lewistown  Bank. 
He  farms  some  but  not  as  extensivel.v  of  late  years 
as  he  used  to.  He  raises  a  number  of  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  and  finds  in  them  a  profit- 
able source  of  income.  Mr.  Willcoxen  has  a  beau- 
tiful home  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  large  frame 
house  erected  by  his  father,  which  is  surrounded 
by  a  well-kei)t  lawn,  covered  with  large  shade 
trees,  making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  places 
for  many  miles  around. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  which  took  place  Februaiy  21,  18G7,  was 
to  Miss  Lorinda  Ryner.  She  was  a  native  of  Pre- 
ble County,  Ohio,  and  she  died  March  19,  1884, 
leaving  these  three  children:  Mary  A.,  Frank  B. 
and  Charlie  L.,  all  of  whom  are  still  at  home.  Mr. 
Willcoxen  was  wedded  to  his  present  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Mary  C.  Hendrickson,  a  native  of  Virginia. 
January  19,  1890. 

Mr.  Willcoxen  is  endowed  with  ability  and  busi- 
ness tact  of  a  high  order,  and   possesses  in  a  large 
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degree  other  traits  that  have  made  his  life  more 
than  ordinaril^^  successful.  lie  is  an  example  of 
the  fact  that  nobility  of  life,  liberality  of  thought, 
and  gencrosit}' of  heart  are  handed  down  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  in  nianj-  families,  in  which 
tliese  traits  have  been  clinraclerislic  for  long  years. 
He  has  not  only  contributed  to  the  material  welfare 
of  his  native  county,  but  he  has  been  influential  in 
its  public  life.  He  represented  his  township,  as  a 
member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  sev- 
eral terms,  and  has  held  other  offices  of  trust.  In 
November,  18P2,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Fulton 
County  and  served  one  term.  That  was  at  a  criti- 
cal time  when  the  rebellion  was  under  full  headw.ay 
yet  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  with  firm- 
ness and  justice,  and  received  great  credit  from  all 
parties  for  his  course  while  in  that  trying  position. 
Mr.  Willcoxen  seems  to  have  inherited  his  political 
views,  as  he  is,  like  his  forefathers,  a  sound  Demo- 
crat. 


kLEWELLYN   PARRY,  an  honored  pioneer 
)  of  this  county  and  a  retired  farmer  living  in 
^^   Astoria,    was    born     in     Harrison    Count3', 

Ohio,  April  15,  1813.  Caleb  Parry,  his  father, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  while  his  father  was  of 
Welsh  birth.  He  came  to  this  country  with  two 
brothers  in  Colonial  times  and  settled  in  Virginia, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  seven 
children.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  ho  was  eighteen  years  old,  and  then  went  on 
foot  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  of  which  he  be- 
came one  of  the  first  settlers.  He  worked  about 
by  the  day  and  montii  until  1815,  when  he  bought 
a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Dorm,an  Township,  and 
built  a  log  cabin  in  the  wilderness  where  deer, 
bears,  panthers  and  wild  turkeys  were  plentiful. 
There  were  no  railways  or  canals  for  manj-  years, 
and  Wheeling,  forty  miles  distant,  was  the  nearest 
market  for  his  wheat,  for  which  he  received  forty 
cents  a  bushel,  and  for  his  pork,  for  which   he  was 


paid  *1.50  a  hundred  pounds.  In  1835  Mr.  Parry 
lef  this  pioneer  home  in  Ohio  to  build  up  another 
in  Illinois.  He  staid  for  a  while  in  Menard  County, 
and  then  coming  to  Fulton  County  entered  a  tract 
of  (Government  land  in  Astoria  Township,  on  which 
he  settled  in  183G.  He  built  a  log  house  to  shelter 
his  family,  and  cleared  quite  a  tract  of  his  land, 
on  which  he  resided  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  Rebecca  Eagle  was  the  maiden 
name  of  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
died  there  on  the  home  farm  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety-three  years.  Of  her  ten  children  seven 
are  now  living. 

When  our  subject  was  two  years  old  his  parents 
removed  fropi  his  birthplace  to  Tuscarawas 
County,  in  the  same  State,  and  there  he  grew  to 
manhood.  As  soon  as  large  enough  he  commenced 
to  assist  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  .at  the  age  of 
nineteen  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter, 
which  he  followed  in  Ohio  until  1835,  when  ho 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State.  There  were 
thirty -two  in  the  part}',  and  the  removal  w.os  made 
overhand,  the  people  cooking  and  camping  by  the 
wayside  at  night.  At  that  time  Fulton  County  was 
a  wilderness  and  there  were  but  few  permanent 
settlers  within  its  borders,  there  being  more  squat- 
ters holding  claims  which  they  were  glad  to  sell. 
They  were  generally  living  in  rude  log  cabins  with- 
out any  floor,  chimney  or  windows.  The  men 
were  mostly  dressed  in  deerskin  clothing  and  wore 
coonskin  caps.  Wild  game  was  very  plentiful, 
and  could  be  killed  from  the  door  of  the  cabin. 

Mr.  Parry  was  married  October  18,  1838,  to 
Maria  Crawford,  who  was  born  near  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Crawford. 
The  young  couple  began  their  wedded  life  on  a 
tract  of  timber  land  on  section  1,  Astoria  Town- 
ship, where  our  subject  built  a  good  hewed  log 
house,  with  rived  shingles  for  the  roof,  a  puncheon 
floor,  and  a  chimney  of  mud  and  sticks  built  on 
the  outside  of  the  house.  All  the  cooking  was 
done  before  the  fire  in  the  fireplace,  and  Mrs.  Parry 
used  to  spin  and  weave  and  make  all  the  cloth  for 
the  family.  By  dint  of  hard  labor  our  subject 
cleared  away  the  heavy  timber  from  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  resided  until 
1882.     He    then   rented    his    well-improved   farm, 
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and  came  to  Astoria,  where  he  has  since  lived  in 
honorable  retirement,  enjojing  the  fruits  of  a  well- 
spent  life. 

The  good  wife  of  our  suliject  was  spared  to  him 
more  than  fifty  years,  but  their  pleasant  wedded 
life  was  at  length  brought  to  a  close  by  her  death, 
March  27,  1889.  The  following  five  children 
blessed  their  union — Mary  J.,  Rebecca,  J^arah, 
Ellen  and  Violet. 

Mr.  Parry  has  for  many  years  been  a  conscien- 
tious and  upright  Christian,  as  he  was  converted  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  has  since  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  a  per- 
iod of  more  than  half  a  century.  He  has  served 
his  church  faithfully  as  Class-Leader  twenty-two 
years,  and  has  worked  in  the  .Sund.ay-sehool  and 
in  the  protracted  meetings. 


JOHN  H.  HELLER  was  born  December  1 
1815,  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  a  few 
miles  from  Ashland,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Belinda  Heller.  His  father  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  was  born  Nov.  21,  1786,  and  his 
mother,  who  previous  to  her  marriage  was  Belinda 
Van  Augha,  of  New  Jersey,  was  a  descendant  of 
an  old  and  aristocratic  German  family.  Their 
mariage  took  place  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they 
resided  for  a  number  of  years,  afterward  moving 
to  Ohio  and  locating  in  Richland  Count}-.  In 
1835  they  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Putman 
Township,  i.his  county,  where  they  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  partially  ioaproved. 
and  where  they  made  a  permanent  home.  Tlie 
father  died  November  30,  1863,  and  the  mother 
also  died  in  the  same  month  and  3'ear.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  those  now 
living  are:  Daniel,  John  H.,  Peter,  Simon,  AVilliam 
Harrison  and  Eliza  (Mrs.  Samuel  Wells.) 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  prominent  and 
influential  man,  and  accumulated  a  large  amount 
of  property  during  his  lifetime.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  tanner,  indeed,  was  engaged  in  business  in 
a  tannery,  still  house,  brick  yard  and  farm  at  one 
and  the  same  time.     Politically,  he  was  a  Demo- 


crat, and  religiously,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  received  a  com- 
mon-school education  in  a  district  school  of  Ohio, 
and  while  in  that  State  learned  the  business  of  a 
tanner  under  the  direction  of  his  father.  After 
coming  to  Illinois,  he  and  his  brother  Daniel  started 
a  tannery  at  Cuba,  and  for  a  number  of  years  con- 
tinued to  run  it  most  successfully.  At  a  later  date 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  and  was  after- 
ward interested  in  a  shoe  store  and  harness  shop 
in  Cuba  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then  accepted 
a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  Dugald  Sterrat,  and 
later  entered  into  a  partnership  with  John  L.  Keller 
in  a  grocery  business,  the  firm  name  being  Keller  & 
Heller.  But  at  the  end  of  tliree  j'ears  Mr.  Heller 
retired  from  business,  settling  upon  his  present 
estate. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Baugli- 
man,  daughter  of  Jacob  Baughman,  on  January  30, 
1839.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  children, 
viz:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Isaac  Hedrick,  of  Putman 
Township;  James  M.,  deceased;  Daniel  W.,  who 
married  Miss  Mary  Scott,  and  lives  in  Putman 
Township;  Eli,  who  died  in  early  infancy;  and 
Cyrus,  who  married  Miss  Sherwood,  and  lives  in 
Arkansas. 

Mrs.  Heller  died  February  12, 1882,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1886,  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Holmes, 
daughter  of  Garrett  and  Mary  (Ackerson)  Acker- 
sou.  Mr.  Ackerson  resided  in  Ohio  for  a  number 
of  years  after  his  marriage,  and  removing  to  Illi- 
nois in  1828,  settled  in  Sangamon  County.  The 
following  year  he  moved  to  Fulton  Countj',  locat- 
ing in  Lewistowu  Township,  where  he  made  his 
permanent  home.  At  that  time  the  country  was 
very  wild,  and  the  Indians  frequently  visited  their 
house.  Mr.  Ackerson  was  a  prominent  man  and 
hold  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several 
years,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Mrs.  Ackerson  died  many  years  ago,  but 
Mr.  Ackerson  survived  until  recentlj-.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  two 
are  living  at  the  present  time,  viz:  Mrs.  Heller, 
and  Mrs.  J.  Cadwallader,  who  lives  near  Ipava. 

Mrs.  Heller  was  born  in  Ohio  May  17,  1819, 
and  received  her  education  in  tlie  common  schools 
of    that    State.     Previous    to    her    marriage    with 
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Mr.  Heller  she  had  been  married  three  times,  her 
last  husband  being  William  Holmes.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  but  attends  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  with  her  husband, 
and  they  are  liberal  supporters  of  all  relijiious  mat- 
ters. Mr.  Heller  was  Assessor  of  Putman  Town- 
ship for  several  years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  four 
years  and  also  served  as  Collector  and  is  now  a 
School  Director.  At  present  he  is  agent  for  the 
Rockford  &  Glens  Falls  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Heller  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics,  being  a  Democrat  at  one  time,  but  now  a 
Prohibitionist.  A  strictly  moral  man  himself,  he 
advocates  temperance,  and  has  done  much  for  this 
cause  in  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  Al- 
though seventy-five  years  of  age,  he  continues 
his  interest  in  business  matters,  and  possesses  much 
influence  in  mercantile,  religious  and  social  circles. 
He  owns  a  beautiful  house  that  is  surrounded  by 
large,  well-kept  gardens,  and  is  besides  the  owner  of 
a  valuable  and  highly  cultivated  farm.  He  is  a 
man  of  vast  experience  and  his  honorable  career 
has  won  for  him  many  friends. 


ELIJAH  D.  SPENCER.  As  the  world  moves 
on  in  her  circled  orb  and  Mother  Earth 
■/  grows  rapidly  older,  the  spirit  of  progress 
seems  more  and  more  to  assert  itself,  and  every 
day  we  see  wonderful  exhibitions  of  the  indomita- 
ble courage  and  energy  that  master  all  adverse  cir- 
cumstances. The  pathway  of  a  poor  boy,  deprived 
in  childhood  of  his  natural  protectors,  must  neces- 
sarily be  beset  on  all  sides  with  obstacles,  yet  bow 
often  these  boys  gain  both  popularity  and  we«lth 
in  after  life.  It  would  seem  that  adversity  de- 
velops greater  tact  and  enterprise  than  can  be 
known  to  those  surrounded  by  comforts.  Thus  the 
self-made  man  is  in  most  cases  the  successful  man. 
He  of  whom  we  write  comes  of  substantial  an- 
cestry, and  traces  his  lineage  back  to  John  and  Icy 
(Snow)  Spencer,  whose  son  David,  was  born  March 
19,  1768  and  died  August  29,  1823.  On  June  1, 
1793.  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Grove, 
the  daughter  of  John  and   Elizabeth    Grove.     She 


was  born  February  23,  1772,  and  died  June  11, 
184.5.  Their  children  were  named  respectively: 
John,  Elijah,  James  D.,  Reuben,  David  and  Eliza- 
beth. While  in  his  early  manhood,  David  Spencer, 
Jr.  in  1833  removed  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Peoria 
County,  and  afterward  purchasing  a  farm  in  Orion 
Township,  Fulton  County,  where  he  located; 

In  Canton,  III.,  on  April  9,  1835,  the  ceremony 
was  performed  which  transformed  Miss  Elizabeth 
A.  Grim,  of  that  city,  into  Mrs.  David  Spencer. 
Mrs.  Spencer  was  the  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Mary 
(Seldomridge)  Grim,  natives  of  Virginia,  whence 
they  removed  at  an  early  day  to  Illinois.  The 
other  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grim  were  Jacob, 
John,  Mary,  Phillip,  Margaret,  Catherine,  David, 
Sarah,  William,  Susanna  and  Lavinia.  Immedi- 
ately after  their  marriage  David  Spencer  and  his 
wife  settled  on  his  farm  in  Orion  Township  and  in 
the  duties  accom|)anying  rural  life,  as  well  as  in 
the  following  of  his  trade  of  a  cooper,  Mr.  Spencer 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  family  was 
increased  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  who  bore 
the  following  names:  Mary  Elizabeth,  Elijah  Doug- 
las. Louisa  Jane,  David  Benton,  Melissa  Matilda, 
Sarah  C,  and  Hannah  W.  The  father  died  when 
forty-five  years  old;  the  mother  survived  until 
1862,  and  passed  hence  when  in  her  forty-fifth 
year. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written 
was  born  Oil  June  17,  1837,  to  David  and  Eliza- 
beth Spencer,  and  was,  when  only  nine  years  of  age 
deprived  of  his  father  by  death.  His  education 
was  limited;  in  fact,  during  his  entire  life  he  spent 
less  than  twelve  months  in  school,  and  this  was 
scattered  through  several  years.  He  may,  there- 
fore, ai)propriately  be  called  a  self-made  man.  At 
the  age  of  eleven,  he  hired  out  on  a  farm,  receiv- 
ing in  compensation  for  his  services  only  $5  per 
month,  and  this  was  devoted  to  the  support  of  his 
mother.  After  continuing  to  work  upon  a  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  began  life 
for  himself  by  renting  land  in  Salem  Township, 
Union  County. 

Through  the  exercise  of  industry  and  business 
management,  Mr.  Sjiencer  worked  his  way  upward 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  farm  on  sections  1 1  and 
12,  Farmington  Township.     This  estate  is  free   of 
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encumbrance,  and  is  embellislied  with  a  commodi- 
ous residence  and  such  outbuildings  as  are  required 
on  a  modern  farm.  The  land  is  mostly  devoted  to 
cereals,  and  is  under  excellent  cultivation,  amply 
rewarding  the  toil  of  the  farmer  by  bountiful  liar-: 
vests  of  golden  grain. 

When  he  was  prepared  to  establish  a  home  of  his 
own,  our  subject  was  married,  November  5,  1861, 
to  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Eliza 
beth  (Brown)  Marchant,  the  former  belonging  to 
that  family  who  first  settled  iu  the  section  of  coun- 
try known  as  Marchant  Settlement  (now  Farming- 
ton  Township.)  He  was  born  in  Berkley  County, 
Va.,  while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Tennessee.  Mrs. 
Spencer's  paternal  grandfather,  Abraham  Marchant 
died  in  Ohio,  leaving  a  wife  and  four  children,  who 
afterward  located  in  Illinois. 

Among  the  pioneers  of  Fulton  County,  Abraham 
Marchant,  jr.,  is  numliered  and  his  experience  as  a 
frontiersman  was  exciting  and  extensive.  In  a 
little  log  hut,  the  best  the  times  afforded,  he  enter- 
tained hundreds  of  people  who  came  looking  for 
land.  Such  was  the  popularity  of  this  (lioneer  and 
so  many  did  he  assist  in  their  prospecting  tours, 
that  the  place  was  named  in  his  honor,  Marchant 
Settlement.  He  passed  from  earth,  after  an  honor- 
able and  useful  career,  June  4,  1889,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  years  and  seven  months. 

The  family  of  Abraham  Marchant  included  the 
following  children:  Rebecca,  who  died  when  an 
infant;  David  D.,  who  died  April  1,  1884,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years;  Daniel,  Edward  and  Isaac 
are  deceased;  Sarah,  who  was  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Fink,  died  in  Farminglon,  leaving  three  children, 
John,  Martha  and  Alice,  all  of  whom  are  married; 
Matilda,  Edwin,  George,  Francis,  Mary  C,  (Mrs. 
Spencer,)  and  Fannie  are  still  living.  Matilda  is 
the  wife  of  A.  G.  Pinegor  of  Fai'mington,  and  has 
eight  children.  Fannie  married  Thomas  Caywood, 
of  Chicago,  and  they  have  five  children. 

Mrs.  Spencer  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
September  22,  1842,  and  atten.led  the  High  School 
in  what  is  now  Farmiugton.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  three  children  have  been  born :  Frank  B., 
married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Moran,  of  Middle  Grove. 
He  is  book-keeper  in  the  city  flouring  mills  at  Can- 
ton and  was  graduated  from  the    Commercial    Col- 


lege at  Canton;  Minnie  J.  and  Elmer  D.  remain  at 
home.  Mrs.  Spencer  is  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Metho<list  Episcopal  Church  and  her  social  culture 
and  kindness  of  heart  win  for  her  many  warm  and 
lasting  frientls. 

Upon  political  issues  Mr.  Spencer  is  in  sj'rapathy 
with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
national  elections  votes  that  ticket,  but  in  local 
affairs  votes  for  the  one  he  considers  best  fitted  for 
the  office  desired.  He  has  attained  success  slowly 
but  surel^',  and  fully  merits  the  confidence  accorded 
him  throughout  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides. In  connection  with  this  sketch,  his  portrait 
is  presented  on  another  page. 


OEL  B.  PATTERSON.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Patterson  has  enjoyed  a  reputation  not  only 
as  a  substantial  and  progressive  farmer,  but 
also  as  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly  posted 
man  in  all  public  affairs.  He  has  bad  a  vast  amount 
of  experience,  and  his  most  trivial  business  trans- 
actions are  characterized  by  good  judgment  and 
strict  integrity.  He  is  a  prominent  citizen  and  one 
who  has  been  of  much  benefit  to  the  community 
in  which  he  resides.  A  son  of  James  and  Dolly 
(Herrell)  Patterson,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and 
Kentucky  respectively,  he  was  born  in  Spencer 
County,  Ky.,  July  24,  1827,  and  was  ten  years  of 
age  when  his  father  came  to  Fulton  County.  He 
received  a  good  education  in  the  district  school,  and 
attained  to  a  stalwart  manhood.  When  twenty  years 
old  he  commenced  a  business  career  for  himself 
without  any  financial  assistance  whatever,  working 
ona  farm  and  receiving  the  small  sum  of  $10  per 
month  in  compensation  for  his  services. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  married  in  1848  to  Celia  M. 
Weeks,  the  daughter  of  George  M.  Weeks,  of  Far- 
mers Township,  and  formerly  from  the  Blue  Grass 
State.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  rented  a 
farm  for  one  season  and  then  went  to  Texas,  set- 
tling on  a  farm  in  Colon  County,  and  in  the  midst 
of  a  wild  and  thinly  settled  locality.  He  remained 
there  four  years,  and  on  the  journey  back  to  Illinois 
the  beloved  companion  of  his  life,  died  of  cholera, 
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in  April,  185'2.  To  them  had  been  born  one  child, 
but  it  died  in  early  infancy.  After  settling  his 
I'lxas  farm  Mr.  Patterson  went  to  California, 
riossing  the  plains  with  an  ox-team,  a  trip  whiuii 
i.(|uired  six  months  time  before  reaching  San  Fran- 
cisco. He  worked  in  the  gold  mines  for  three 
years  very  successfully,  and  after  farming  in  that 
State  for  a  brief  period  returned  home  in  1856, 
and  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  lives. 
At  that  time  it  was  wild  unbrokbn  land,  and  both 
energy  and  skill  have  been  required  to  bring  it  to 
its  present  state  of  cultivation. 

Our  subject  volunteered  in  the  late  war,  August 
11,  1862,  and  was  Sergeant  in  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Regiment.  This  reg- 
iment was  organized  at  Peoria,  and  marched  to 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  with  La  Grange  for  headquarters. 
They  took  part  in  a  number  of  scouting  expedi- 
tions, and  in  1863  went  to  Vicksburg,  remaining 
there  through  the  siege  conducted  by  Gen.  Grant. 
After  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  they  were  in  the  battle 
of  Mission  Ridge,  under  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  then 
close  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Tliey  wintered  near 
Waterford  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  were  in  tlie  battles  of 
Buzzard  Roost,  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Stone 
River,  and  then  on  to  Atlanta.  At  the  latter 
named  place  Mr.  Patterson  was  wounded  by  a 
minie  ball  passing  through  his  left  thigh  between 
the  bone  and  main  artery.  At  Jlission  Ridge  he 
received  a  wound  in  the  back  part  of  his  head  from 
a  piece  of  shell,  which  disabled  him  for  further 
service;  he  was  sent  to  a  hospital  near  Marietta,  for 
two  months,  thence  home  on  furlough,  aud  finally 
discharged  April  a,  1865.  Owing  to  his  wounds 
he  was  compelled  to  use  crutches  for  nearly  a  year. 
1 1  (>  now  receives  a  pension,  as  a  partial  compensa- 
ildu  for  injuries  sustained  in  the  service. 

Mr.  Patterson,  on  December  21,  1865,  married 
:Miss  Loden)a  ZoUerman.  daughter  of  Peter  and  Lu- 
cinda  Zollerman,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased 
and  whose  family  comprised  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patter- 
son no  children  were  born.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  on  the  Patterson  farm,  then  removed 
to  Abingdon,  Knox  County.  After  sojourning 
there  until  1884,  they  returned  to  Fulton  County, 


which  has  since  been  their  home.  Our  subject  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  New  Light  Christian 
Church,  and  he  is  an  active  Rei)ublican.  He  has 
been  School  Director  for  a  number  of  years,  also 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  and  Assessor.  He 
w.as  also  Trustee  of  the  Smithfleld  Village  Board, 
and  at  the  present  writing  (1890)  is  Treasurer  of 
same.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
Post,  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order. 


-P^^-^ 


i^^HEODORE  PUMVEA.  In  giving  the  his- 
lliW^i  tory  of  this  county,  as  told  in  the  lives  of 
^f^i'  its  citizens,  mention  should  certainly  be 
made  of  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  came 
here  in  early  childhood,  and  has  done  much  to  aid 
in  the  section  of  the  country  in  which  he  has  lived. 
He  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Fairview, 
also  shipping  poultry  and  managing  his  affairs  so 
energetically  that  he  can  scarcely  be  competed  with. 
He  is  now  also  engaged  in  the  coal  business  and 
has  devoted  much  time  to  the  pursuit  of  agricul- 
ture. For  a  few  years  he  was  at  London  Mills  on 
Sp^on  River  in  tlie  saw  and  grist  mill  business. 

Mr.  Pumyea  is  the  youngest  son  of  Peter  Pum- 
yea,  one  of  the  most  active  pioneers  of  this  count}', 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  Fairview.  He  not  only 
laid  out  the  place  in  connection  with  Moses  Hall 
and  Richard  Davis,  but  generously  assisted  in  buihl- 
ing  it  up,  donating  grounds  for  religious  purposes 
and  worthy  secular  movements.  His  donations  ag- 
gregated man3'  hundreds  of  dollars.  Peter  Purayea 
was  born  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  and  there 
married  Catherine  Sarah  Slryker,  an  estimable  lady 
of  that  county.  He  there  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  and  acquired  a  competency.  In  1836  he  and 
his  family,  accompanied  by  that  of  Ahram  Teath- 
worth,  late  of  Ellisville.  started  from  their  Eastern 
home  in  wagons  to  establish  tlieraselves  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley. 

The  party  crossed  Pennsylvania,  Ohio.  Indiana, 
ex|)eriencingall  the  hardships  of  overland  journey, 
but  also  enjoying  some  of  its  pleasures.  They 
would  sometimes  get  "  stuck,"  when  it  would  be- 
come   necessary  to  use   double   teams  to  get  the 
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wagons  out  of  the  mire.  The  journey  was  begun 
in  the  month  of  May  and  the  vicinity  of  Fairview 
reached  in  June.  Mr.  Purayea  bought  a  quarter 
section  of  land  of  Samuel  Dyer.  The  improve- 
ment was  a  double  log  cabin,  which,  after  a  lajise 
of  sixty  years,  is  yet  standing  as  an  old  landmark. 
He  acquired  other  propert}-,  eventually  becoming 
the  owner  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  hun(1red  acres.  At 
that  early  date  the  taxes  on  the  whole  tract  were 
no  higher  than  for  many  years  they  have  been  on 
one  quarter  section  with  about  the  same  improve- 
ments. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pumyea  had  eight  children,  namely, 
Simon  Peter,  who  married  Ester  Van  Nostrand,  an 
estimable  lady,  and  they  had  eight  children  ;  both 
died  in  California.  John,  who  married  Miss  Wil- 
son, is  a  farmer  in  Fairview;  DeWitt  P.  married 
Rebecca  Davis,  and  died  in  Fairview  October  13, 
1890;  Luther,  who  recently  died  in  Fairview,  leav- 
ing three  children;  Theodore,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Sarah  E.,  born 
in  New  Jersey,  died  of  scarlet  fever  in  1838;  Sarah 
E.,  born  in  Illinois,  married  Seymour  Decker,  and 
they  both  died,  leaving  four  children ;  LydiaA., 
who  married  John  P'ields,  lives  in  Fairview,  and 
has  two  cliildren  living.  The  father  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  but  the  mother  survived  until 
eighty-four  years  old. 

The  Pumyea  family  is  of  French  and  Dutch  ex- 
traction, the  first  settlement  by  those  of  that  name 
having  been  made  in  New  Jersey  prior  to  the  Rev- 
olution. The  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject 
are  of  equally  good  blood,  his  great-grandfather 
Stryker  having  been  well  and  favorably  known 
among  the  Colonial  soldiers  during  the  War  of  In- 
dependence. He  was  commissioned  directly  by 
Gen.  Washington  to  raise  an  independent  company 
of  troopers  (now  called  cavalry)  and  served  val- 
iantly as  Captain  of  the  same. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  November 
27,  1830,  and  was  therefore  in  his  sixth  year  when 
he  became  a  resident  of  the  Prairie  State.  He  at- 
tended school  in  the  first  schoolhouse  in  Fairview, 
the  structure  being  of  logs,  designed  and  furnished 
according  to  the  primitive  fashion.  Mr.  Pumyea 
sa3S  the  school  was.  at  different  times,  under  charge 
of  excellent  teachers,  and  although  the  curriculum 


was  not  so  extended  as  in  some  of  the  higher  schools 
in  larger  places,  still  the  most  thorough  instruction 
was  given.  Only  the  most  competent  teachers  ap- 
plied, for  others  were  unable  to  pass  the  rigid  ex- 
aminations of  that  day.  Our  subject  attended  the 
first  celebration  in  the  village  and  vividly  recalls 
the  excitement  attending  the  first  log  cabin  cam- 
paign of  1840,  whose  rallying  cries  still  echo  in 
political  histor3r.  Fairview  at  an  tarly  day  ex- 
celled many  other  towns  for  business,  having  two 
or  three  pork-packing,  rendering  and  slaughtering 
houses,  wool-carding  factories,  foundrj',  and  many 
large  mercantile  houses,  grain-buying  being  car- 
ried on  extensively. 

During  the  early  life  of  our  subject,  the  families 
in  the  vicinity  depended  altogether  on  the  Spoon 
River  for  milling  after  they  came  to  use  water- 
power,  which  succeeded  the  Fairview  ox-tread 
wheel  mill,  managed  and  operated  by  "•Bice"  Sn\- 
dam  for  grists  and  Vanderbilt  Van  Doren  for  wool 
carding,  etc.  Game  of  various  kinds  was  abun- 
dant, and  the  father,  who  was  a  crack  shot  brought 
down  manj'  a  deer,  squirrel,  turkey,  fox,  wildcat, 
wolf,  etc. 

On  October  11,  1872,  Mr.  Purayea  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Alcott  were  united  in  marriage  in  Fair- 
view.  Mrs.  Pumyea  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier 
State,  and  the  daughter  of  Israel  and  Mary  (Coons) 
Alcott,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Virginia  respect- 
ively. This  couple  were  married  in  Ohio  and  re- 
moved to  Illinois  in  1844,  locating  in  Joshua 
Township,  tliis  county.  Of  their  family  the  only 
members  now  living  are  Elizabeth,  Rachael  and 
Mary  A.  Two  sons,  Henry  and  Josiah,  and  two 
daughters  are  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pumyea  have  had  tiiree  children, 
but  one  of  whom  is  living,  Mary  Beatrice,  who  is 
possessed  of  superior  talents  and  accomplislimonts. 
Mrs.  Pumyea  is  a  lady  whose  Christian  character, 
efflciencj-  in  domestic  affairs  and  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  her  family  make  her  influence  felt  and 
her  life  admired.  Mr.  Pumyea  has  served  as  Town 
Clerk  and  for  about  twenty  years  has  had  the  ap- 
pointment of  Notary  Public.  He  finds  suflBcient 
occupation  for  his  time  and  talents  in  pushing  his 
own  affairs  and  is  quite  content  with  the  ordinary 
duties   of  citizenship.     Politically   he  is  a  belicTer 
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in  tlio  piincipli's  of  Ihe  Democratic  party,  and  is  in 
t'avurjif  tariff  for  revenue,  not  proliiliitory  nor  for 
protection,  and  opposed  to  the  unjust  principle  of 
taxing  one's  interest  to  support  anoliier's.  Mrs. 
Pumyea  is  identified  with  tlie  Methodist  i'^piscopal 
(.'liurcli. 

From  long  observation  of  the  worliings  of  secret 
S'leieties  Mr.  Pumyea  feels  tliat  they  are  i.njurious 
and  therefore  stands  aloof  from  tiiem  and  discour- 
ages their  organization.  His  decided  stand  has  in- 
curred for  him  the  displeasure  of  many,  hut  acting 
from  conscientious  motives  only,  lie  pursues  the 
even  tenor  of  his  way  and  looks  outside  for  sup- 
port in  liis  mercantile  pursuits.  Standing  aloof 
from  all  petty  annoyances  and  thievish  depredations 
even  to  the  taking  of  an  apple,  melon  or  anytiiing 
fiom  ground,  tree  or  elsewliere,  without  permission, 
he  naturally  assumes  an  uncompromising  attitude 
ami  is  very  liitter  toward  liars  and  prevai  icators, 
swearing  them  ou  affidavits  verj'  reluctantly. 

€^^a^  ill  ^.'i^^ai 

rw;OHN  W.  LINEBAUGH.     The  life    of   this 

I  gentleman,  whose   portrait  appears    on    the 

II  opposite  page,  maj'  well  be  taken  as  an  ex- 
(@/,  ample  by  the  j-outh  of  our  country,  who 
are  aspiring  to  positions  of  honor  in  life,  and  ca- 
reers tiiat  will  benetit  both  themselves  and  the 
human  race  in  general.  By  his  justice  and  strict 
integrity  of  purpose  he  has  won  for  himself  a  high 
|)liice  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  hav- 
ing made  honesty  his  watchword  merits  tiie  respect 
in  which  he  is  held.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
largest  landowners  in  Kerton  Township,  Fulton 
County,  owning  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  the 
most  of  which  is  located  in  Kerton  Township. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  consider  the  lineage  of 
the  gentleman  of  whom  this  biographical  sketch  is 
written,  as  well  as  the  early  surroundings  of  his 
life.  The  parents,  James  and  Susan  (Wise)  Line- 
baugh,  natives,  respectively,  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, were  united  in  marriage  in  Rockingham 
County,  Va.,  and  there  our  subject  was  born  April 
7,1820.  The  father  left  Maryland  at  the  age  of 
twentv-four  years.  aTid  removing  to  Virginia,  en- 


gaged in  farming  and  also  in  the  teaming  and 
freight  business.  After  his  marriage  he  operated  a 
farm  belonging  to  his  fatherin-law  until  1827, 
when  he  removed  to  Coshocton,  Ohio,  buying  sev- 
enty-six acres  of  land  and  afterward  buying  fifty 
acres  more  and  spending  the  remainder  of  his  life 
there.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years, 
while  the  wife  passed  awa^'  when  sixty-tliree  years 
old. 

In  early  childhood  our  subject  was  biinight  by 
his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  he  continued  to  live 
under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  then  hired  to  wealthy  farmers  and  stock- 
dealers,  being  trusted  with  large  sums  of  money  in 
the  feeding,  buying  and  selling  of  cattle.  He  was 
considered  one  of  the  best  judges  of  cattle  and  hogs 
in  the  surrounding  countrj',  and  frequently,  when 
there  were  no  railroads,  drove  his  stock  to  Ft. 
Cumberland,  Md.,  where  he  shipped  tliem  to  Balti- 
more. For  fourteen  years  he  continued  in  this 
business  and  after  his  marriage  started  independ- 
ently for  himself.  He  dates  his  first  arrival  in 
Fulton  County  from  the  year  1857,  and  from  that 
time  until  1890  he  was  a  continuous  resident  of 
Kerton  Township. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  will  be  found 
the  ancestral  history  of  Miss  Rebecca  Butler,  with 
whom  Mr.  Linebaugh  was  united  in  marriage 
June  25,  1857,  and  who  since  then  has  been  his 
faithful  and  devoted  wife.  They  have  had  four 
children — Francis  M.,  Cynthia  C.  (deceased),  John 
N.  and  James  L.  The  sons  are  all  married  and  live 
in  homes  of  their  own.  Mrs.  Linebaugh  otvned 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section 
20,  Kerton  Township,  and  here  she  and  her  hus- 
band lived  in  a  small  log  cabin.  Jlr.  Linebaugh 
worked  assiduously  and  untiringly  upon  the  farm, 
clearing  the  land  of  the  heavy  timber  and  getting 
the  soil  under  cultivation.  He  also  bought,  fed 
and  sold  cattle  and  hogs  and  was  prospered  greatly, 
handling  thousands  of  dollars  and  at  different  times 
having  five  hundred  and  thousand  dollar  bills  in 
his  possession. 

From  time  to  time  the  money  which  Mr.  Line- 
baugh earned  by  hard  labor  he  invested  judi- 
ciously in  land  until  he  is  the  one  of  the  large 
landowners  now  living  in  the  township.     Contin- 
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ued  and  excessive  work  has  injured  liis  iiealtb,  and 
he  has  therefore  retired  from  the  more  active  duties 
of  life.  He  recently  bought  a  house  and  two  lots 
in  Summum,  Woodland  Townshij),  where  lie  is  now 
residing.  After  a  life  of  usefulness  and  industry 
he  is  now  spending  his  declining  years  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
existence.  Politically,  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket,  but  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  politics. 
By  his  unceasing  application  to  business  he  has  se- 
cured a  competency  and  his  unwavering  honesty 
and  true  nobility  of  character  have  won  for  him 
the  high  regard  of  his  fellow-men. 


=1^- 


,EV.  EPHRAIM  W.  IRONS.  A  great  work 
being  done  in  this  county  b\'  the  var- 
ious ministers  of  the  (iospel  who  labor 
)  here,  but  a  yet  grander  record  is  that  of 
the  pioneers  in  the  Gospel  work,  who  labored  ar- 
duously in  establishing  churches,  riding  long  dis- 
tances between  services,  and  often  being  obliged  to 
perform  severe  manual  labor  to  supply  their  fam- 
ilies with  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  record  of 
the  Rev.  E.  W.  Ironsisthat  of  .-ui  untiring,  faitliful, 
and  conscientious  worker,  who  \\:is  follduc-il  rlosclv 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  divine  Master  and  h;is  gone 
about  doing  good.  A  careful  peru.sal  of  this  simple 
record  of  a  life  well  spent  will  afford  lessons  of 
zeal  and  Christian  devotion  worthy  of  the  emula- 
tion of  all  believers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Irons  was  born  near  Parma,  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  4,  1826,  and  lived  in  the 
village  until  ten  years  old.  The  schools  were  very 
good  and  he  obtained  a  fine  start  in  education.  In 
the  fall  of  1836  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  father, 
■  crossing  the  lake  to  Cleveland,  sailing  on  the  canal 
to  Portsmouth,  and  on  the  rivers  to  Peoria.  Tlie 
father  was  twenty-five  cents  behind  when  he  reached 
that  town.  He  came  to  Ellisviile,  located  on  a  farm 
in  the  vicinity,  and  the  little  lad  immediately  began 
to  assist  in  building  up  the  fortunes  of  the  family. 
He  drove  oxen,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  was  able  to  manage  four  yoke  in  breaking 
prairie  at  $7  per  month.     He  also  worked  at  liie 


carpenter's  trade  with  his  father,  and  had  no  school 
privileges  for  several  years.  Fortunately  his  father 
was  an  educated  man  and  at  the  fireside  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  taught  by  him  during  the 
few  hours  that  could  be  spared  from  the  work  of 
supplying    tlie  wants  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  was  of 
age,  then  found  employment  elsewhere  for  a  year. 
His  father  was  taken  sick  and  he  returned  to  the 
homestead  to  take  his  place  at  the  head  of  affairs 
there.  After  the  recover}'  of  the  parent  he  again 
set  out  for  himself,  renting  a  farm  in  Fairview 
Township,  and  in  1852  began  farming  in  Young 
Hickory  Township.  Two  years  before  he  had  joined 
the  New  Light  Christian  Church  and  spent  all  his 
spare  lime  in  preparing  himself  for  the  ministry. 
In  1857  he  joined  the  Conference  and  since  that 
time  has  missed  but  two  of  its  annual  sessions.  On 
one  occasion  the  river  was  so  high  that  he  could 
not  cross  aind  on  the  ®ther  he  was  too  ill  to  leave 
home.  He  and  the  Rev.  John  R.  Jones  are  all  who 
are  left  of  the  original  members  of  that  bod}'. 
When  licenseil  to  preach,  Mr.  Irons  received  ap- 
l)ointraents  at  Coal  Creek  and  Bushnell  where  he 
officiated  two  years.  He  t.'ien  went  to  Dyers  Grove 
and  Pleasant  Valley  for  seven  years,  then  added 
the  Yates  City  Church  to  his  charge.  In  the  last- 
named  city  he  organized  the  congregation  and 
finally  had  charge  of  it  alone  five  years. 

The  Franklin  Church  in  Deerfield  Township  was 
organized  by  Mr.  Irons,  an  edifice  built,  and 
there  he  labored  for  eleven  j'ears.  F^or  three  years 
following  he  was  pastor  of  the  Sraithfield  charge, 
then  labored  at  Pleasant  Ridge  two  years,  returning 
to  Smithfield  for  a  twelvemonth.  His  next  field 
of  labor  w.as  Mason  City,  where  he  remained  two 
jears  and  tlien  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Olive 
Church  at  Avon.  After  four  3'ears  there  he  look 
up  the  work  at  Mt.  Zion,  Knox  County,  remained 
there  two  years,  then  spent  three  years  in  charge  of 
the  Harvard  congregation.  In  1885  he  organized 
the  Marietta  Church,  built  a  house  of  worship  and 
reorganizing  the  society  at  Fayette,  built  a  church 
there  also.  About  the  same  time  he  organized  a 
congregation  in  Delunda,  Knox  County. 

Durmg  much  of  this  time  Mr.  Irons  prenched 
to  from  two   to  three  congregations,  having    pas- 
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tdial  care  over  each,  but  making  what  might  be 
culled  his  headquarters  with  tlie  one  specially 
noted.  He  has  organizeci  nine  societies,  built  five 
houses  of  worship,  an(i  has  been  the  means  of  add- 
ing fourteen  hundred  members  to  the  church.  It 
is  doubtful  if  any  man  living  is  able  to  present  as 
ptM'fect  a  record  of  the  faithful  keeping  of  appoint- 
ments. Not  only  in  his  attendance  at  Conference, 
liut  at  his  various  services,  the  showing  is  remark- 
able. During  eleven  years  of  ministerial  labor  at 
t'ranklin  he  missed  but  two  appointments.  When 
we  consider  that  he  has  always  followed  farming, 
has  reclaimed  raw  land  from  its  primitive  condi- 
tion and  made  a  good  home,  this  fact  is  the  more 
astonisliing.  In  1867,  he  bought  sixty  acres  on  sec- 
lion  22,  Young  Hickory  Township,  which  is  wat- 
ered by  everlasting  springs  and  very  productive. 
Clearing,  grubbing  and  preparing  the  soil  for  crops, 
he  set  out  orchards  and  groves,  made  the  various 
improvements  which  make  the  place  valuable  and 
homelike,  and  laboring  very  hard  in  so  doing. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Irons  displayed  excellent  judgment 
in  his  choice  of  a  life  companion  and  fortnnatelj' se- 
cured a  wife  whose  prudence  and  wisdom  in  the 
management  of  home  affairs  has  been  a  valuable 
aid.  Sympathizing  fully  in  his  ardent  desire  to 
convert  sinners,  she  relieves  him  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  hom<i  cares  and  has  been  largely  instrumen- 
tal in  training  their  children  in  the  walks  of  use- 
fulness. She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Caroline 
Rist,  being  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Rist  of 
whom  mention  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Mr. 
Schafer.  She  was  born  near  Connellsville,  Fayette 
County,  Pa.,  April  16,  1830,  and  lived  there  until 
eight  years  old.  She  then  became  a  resident  of 
the  Prairie  State  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  this 
vicinity.  She  enjoyed  but  limited  school  privileges 
but  gained  much  domestic  knowledge  and  devel- 
oped the  graces  of  character  which  win  the  lasting 
regard  of  her  acquaintances. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irons  was  solemn- 
ized in  Young  Hickory  Township  January  16, 
1851.  They  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children  and 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Daisy.  The  oldest  child, 
Ceorge  W.,  is  a  Christian  minister  .at  Burnadotte; 
William  H.  is  in  the  agricultural  business  at  Ellis- 
viUe;  Jacob  is  farming   in   Taylor  County.  Iowa; 


Millard  is  a  Christian  minister  at  Sharpsburg,  Iowa; 
Mary  J.  was  killed  in  187!).  when  nineteen  years 
old,  by  being  thrown  from  a  horse  which  broke 
through  a  bridge;  Lewis  Milton  is  a  carpenter  in 
London  Mills;  John  K.  is  in  the  agricultural  bus- 
iness at  Kllisvilie;  Alliort  K.  is  a  farmer  in  Young 
Hickory  ToArnship;  Jackson  D.  still  resides  with 
his  parents;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  John  Hibhard  of 
the  same  township;  and  (,'liarles  died  when  three 
years  old. 

Our  subject  was  President  of  the  Conference 
four  years  and  Vice  President  eight  years  and  is 
alw.ays  a  member  of  the  Kxecutive  Committee.  His 
time  and  money  have  ever  been  devnted  to  the  in- 
terests of  Christianity,  his  life  proving  that  he  con- 
siders the  salvation  of  the  world  paramount  to 
every  consideration  of  personal  ease  and  comfort. 
For  j'ears  he  has  been  serving  as  School  Director. 
His  vote  is  given  to  Democratic  candidates  and  he 
has  been  a  delegate  to  various  conventions. 

Our  subject  is  a  grandson  of  Daniel  and  Maria 
(Atkinson)  Irons,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  the  latter  in  Ireland.  Grandfather 
Irons  was  a  Colonial  soldier  under  Washington  dur- 
ing the  war  for  independence.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade  and  an  early  settler  of  Orleans  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  followed  his  occupation  until  death. 
'I'lie  father  of  our  subject  was  Eseck  Irons,  a  na- 
tive of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y'.,  and  a  carpenter  by 
trade.  He  became  a  contractor  and  builder  in  his 
own  State.  After  coming  west  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Union  'J'ownship,  this  county,  and 
built  thereon  the  first  frame  house  in  the  township. 
He  improved  and  carried  on  his  farm  and  also 
worked  at  his  trade,  finally  becoming  quite  well-to- 
do  and  owning  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land.  This  property  he  sold,  removing  to  Clinton 
County,  Iowa,  in  1876  and  there  remained  with  a 
son  until  bis  death  in  1883.  His  first  religious  fel- 
lowship was  with  the  Baptist  Church,  but  ho  after- 
ward joined  that  in  which  his  son  labors.  His  first 
wife  was  Lydia  Randall,  who  bore  him  but  one 
child,  our  subject.  His  second  marriage  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Stephen  E., 
a  resident  of  Clinton  County,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Ludia 
J.  Watkins,  of  Knox  County:  Jesse,  of  London 
ATilN   ihis  ((iiintx  :  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Snyder,of  Picslon, 
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Iowa;  Daniel,  of  Haddora,  Kan. ;  William,  of  Ne- 
braska; Mrs.  Augusta  Klein,  of  London  Mills;  Mrs. 
Amanda  Randall,  who  diedQin  Abingdon.  Jesse, 
Daniel  and  AVilliam  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  Forty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Jo- 
seph Randall,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  took 
■  to  the  sea  when  a  boy,  became  a  Captain  and  was 
in  command  of  a  vessel  for  forty  years.  He  sailed 
on  every  sea  [and  visited  nearlj'  every  port  then 
known  to  the  commercial  world.  He  finally  located 
in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1838  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois, bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Union 
Township,  this  county,  and  lived  there  until  death. 
His  father  had  also  been  a  sailor  and  spent  his  en- 
tire life  on  the  high  seas.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  spent 
her  entire  life  in  her  native  State. 


AVID  FAILING,  deceased,  was  a  well- 
))i  known  and  honored  member  of  the  farm- 
ing community  of  Joshua  Township,  with 
whose  interests  he  was  closely  identified 
from  pioneer  times  until  his  death  removed  a  val- 
ued citizen,  and  one  who  had  done  much  to  pro- 
mote its  upbuilding.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1819.  He 
received  his  education  in  his  native  State,  and  early 
began  his  life  work  as  a  practical  wide-awake  far- 
mer. A  most  momentous  step,  which  had  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  his  after  life  and  contributed  to 
its  success  was  his  marriage,  October  23,  1845,  to 
Betsey  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Pollj-  (Mil- 
ler) AA''heoler,  who  were  nativesof  Jeflferson  Count}', 
N.  Y.  Her  ancestors  on  both  the  maternal  and  pa- 
ternal side  originated  in  Germany. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Falling  lived  in  New 
York  about  eighteen  years  and  in  March,  1864,  set 
their  faces  Westward  with  the  intention  of  building 
up  a  new  home  on  the  soil  of  the  Prairie  State. 
They  took  up  their  abode  in  Joshua  Township,  and 
as  liiey  were  blessed  with  some  means,  Mr.  Failing 


began  life  here  on  a  farm  he  purchased,  where  his 
widow  now  resides.  He  was  ambitious  to  acquire 
wealth,  and  with  the  determination  of  a  true  pio- 
neer heart,  set  to  work  in  earnest  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  snug  little  fortune.  He  accomplished  all 
that  he  tried  to  do  by  close  economy,  hard  work, 
and  the  exercise  of  foretliought  and  rare  judgment 
in  all  that  he  did. 

June  5,  1864.  our  subject  bought  two  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  acres  of  land  on  section  22.  Joshua 
Township,  which  remained  in  his  possession  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  placed  on  it  many  fine 
improvements,  put  the  land  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  made  it  one  of  the  most  produc- 
tive farms  in  all  tlie  neighborhood.  Death  closed 
his  career  in  l.sTS.  The  people  of  Joshua  then  lost 
a  fine  representative.  His  character  is  spoken  of 
in  the  highest  terms  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
known  as  a  man  of  decision  of  character,  who  was 
always  true  to  his  word,  fulfilling  his  engagements 
with  the  utniost  promptness,  and  no  man  can  say 
Ih.Tt  he  ever  failed  to  keep  his  promises.  These 
traits  caused  his  fellow-citizens  to  place  reliance  in 
liim.  lie  was  kind  and  accommodating  to  his  neigh- 
bors, and  all  who  had  relations  with  him,  and  was 
accorded  the  respect  due  such  an  upright  man  and 
citizen.  During  his  life  he  took  a  great  interest  in 
school  matters,  and  served  as  School  Director  sev- 
eral years.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four 
years. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  her  native  State,  and  remained  in 
the  home  of  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband,  she  has  had  the  cares  and 
responsibilities  of  life  incidental  to  the  management 
of  a  farm,  and  to  the  rearing  of  a  large  family  of 
children.  She  has  been  equal  to  the  position,  and 
has  performed  her  duties  nobly.  She  is  much  in- 
terested in  church  work,  and  for  some  twelve  years 
has  been  an  active  member  of  tiie  Methodist  Epis- 
co])al  Church. 

Following  is  the  record  of  the  children  who 
blessed  the  wedded  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Failing: 
Peter  J.,  was  born  August  6,  1846;  William  II., 
March  3,  1848;  N.  D.,  July  28,  1849;  Phcebe  E., 
October  12,  1851  ;  Sylvester  E.,  December  1,  1852; 
Isaac  E.,  August  5, 1855;  Jlenzcj  W..  December  10, 
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1857;  Myron  J.,  May  19,  1860;  Adell,  July  15, 
1864.  They  are  allliving.  and  have  been  given 
excellent  educations  in  the  district  schools  of  this 
county.  Mrs.  Failing  has  been  blessed  with  good 
health  in  life,  and  has  imparted  strong  constitutions 
to  her  family. 


OSES    BORDNER.     Thi; 


county 


'I  "  iVi  tainly  one  of  the  most  attractive  portions 
l^  of  the  State,  if  not  of  tiie  entire  Mississippi 
Valley.  It  is  the  home  of  many  agricullu- 
rists"whose  comfortable  dwellings,  fine  barns  and 
other  outbuildings,  gardens,  oreiiards  and  groves 
stamp  them  as  among  the  most  intelligent,  enter- 
prising and  thrifty  of  tlieir  class.  A  prominent 
place  among  those  wiio  iiave  succeeded  pre-emi- 
nently in  their  life  work  belongs  to  the  gentleman 
above  named,  whose  beautiful  liome  is  in  Lewis- 
town  Township. 

The  birtliplace  of  Mr.  Bonlner  was  Daupiiin 
County,  Pa.,  and  liis  natal  day  July  27,  1823.  His 
father,  Peter  Bordner,  was  born  in  Bucks  County, 
and  his  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of 
Peter,  is  believed  to  have  been  a  native  of  tiie 
same  State.  It  is  known  that  he  was  a  pioneer  of 
Dauphin  County  in  wiiieh  he  spent  liis  last  years, 
his  occupation  being  that  of  a  farmer.  Tiie  fatlier 
of  our  subject  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  in  his  native  State  until  about  1825, 
when  he  became  a  pioneer  settler  in  Licking- 
County,  Ohio,  to  which  he  removed  with  teams  in 
accordance  with  the  customs  of  tiie  day.  He  bought 
timber  land,  erected  thereon  a  rude  log  house  and 
eslablished  his  home  with  such  comforts  as  his  lim- 
ited means  would  allow.  He  had  a  wife  and  five 
children  depending  upon  him,  and  for  their  sup- 
port industriously  labored  at  his  trade  and  otiier 
kinds  of  work.  He  lived  an  honored  life  until 
September  11,  1881,  reaching  the  extreme  age  of 
ninety-nine  years,  his  widow  still  surviving  and 
being  now  in  her  one  hundred  and  first  year. 

Tiie  marriage  of  Peter  Bordner  took  place  in 
1810,  to  Miss  Christiana  Losh,  a  native  of  Dauphin 
County,   Pa.,  whose   father,  Stephen  Losh.  i-^  !■<'- 


lieved  to  have  been  a  native  of  the  same  State.  He 
died  in  Daupiiin  County.  His  wife,  formerly 
Margaret  Whitmore,  passed  away  in  Perry  County, 
Ohio.  airs.  Cliristiana  Bordner  now  makes  her 
liome  witii  her  cjiildren,  in  eacli  of  whose  dwellings 
she  is  received  as  a  most  honored  guest  and  feels 
perfectly  at  home.  In  October,  1889.  a  party  was 
given  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  honor  of 
her  one  hundredth  birthday,  and  u[)wards  of  two 
hundred  friends  and  relatives  gathered.  She  was 
one  of  the  most  lively  of  the  number  jircsent,  en- 
joying the  occasion  to  the  fullest  extent.  At  that 
time  lier  descendants,  living  and  dead,  numbered 
as  follows:  Thirteen  children,  ninety-nine  grand- 
children, two  hundred  and  seventeen  great-grand- 
children and  twenty-four  great-great-grandchil- 
dren. Her  sons  and  daughters  were  christened 
Jonathan,  Katherine.  Angelinc,  JIoscs.  Lavina, 
C4eorge  W.,  Margaret,  Peter,  Fanny,  Temperance. 
Alfred  and  Christiana,  one  other  iiaving  died  in 
infancy. 

Our  subject  was  quite  young  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Ohio,  in  which  State  they  remained 
until  1846.  He  attended  the  pioneer  schools  which 
were  held  in  the  log  house  whose  onh'  window 
was  of  greased  paper  ])asied  over  an  opening  wli^re 
a  log  had  been  cut  out,  and  whose  furnishing  was 
of  the  most  primitive  description,  including  slab 
benches  and  a  writing  desk  formed  of  a  board  laid 
upon  pins  inserted  in  the  side-wall.  He  assisted 
his  father  upon  the  farm  to  which  his  parent  de- 
voted a  portion  of  his  time,  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  old  when  he  came  to  Illinois.  Buying 
two  hundred  acres  of  timber  land  in  Lewistown 
Township,  this  county,  lie  laboreil  hard  to  obtain 
money  with  wliich  to  make  Ids  payments.  Twelve 
acres  had  been  cleared  and  a  log  cabin  built.  On  the 
clearing  he  sowed  wheat,  which  he  disposed  of  at 
Liverpool  at  eighty  cents  per  bushel,  thus  securing 
the  wherewithal  to  pay  his  Indebtedness.  He  has 
since  been  a  resident  of  the  township. where  he  owns 
eight  hundred  and  twenty'  acres  of  land,  all  in  one 
body.  A  few  years  after  his  .settlement  here  his 
parents  located  in  Liverpool  Township,  but  after 
a  time  removeil  to  that  in  which  their  son  resiiles. 
Mr.  Bordner  has  been  twice  inarrieil.  his  tirsl 
aUiiiK'i'    haviiiir  been    contraclcd    in    lf'47.  and   his 
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companion  on  the  interesting  occasion  was  Miss 
Maria  Bearce.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  the 
Prairie  State,  and  a  daughter  of  Eli  H.  Bearce,  of 
whom  further  notice  is  found  in  the  biography  of 
Orsen  Bearce,  on  another  page  in  this  Album.  Siie 
passed  away  in  1864.  leaving  five  chililien — Lewis, 
Charles,  Mary,  George  and  Temperance.  The  pres- 
ent wife  of  Mr.  Bordner  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Elvira  Ewers.  She  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  a  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  A.  (Duckworth)  Ewers.  This 
marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
children  now  living:  Madeline,  Louisa,  Elizabetli, 
Charlotte,  Marvin  IL,  Shannon,  Jennie,  Jon.nthan 
and  Clifton. 

The  energy  and  prudence  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Bordner  in  the  accumulation  of  property  makes 
him  one  of  the  best  examples  of  the  self-made  man 
to  be  met  with  in  this  vicinity.  The  reliable  man- 
ner in  which  lie  has  ever  performed  the  duties 
devolving  upon  him  as  a  citizen  of  a  great  com- 
monwealth, a  member  of  society,  and  a  professor 
of  religion,  has  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him.  His  wife  and  family  are  accorded  their 
due  measure  of  regard  likewise.  Mr.  Bordner  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a  Presbyterian  in  religion. 
In  addition  to  the  conduct  of  his  personal  affairs 
he  finds  time  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Assessor 
and  School  Director  in  which  oHices  he  has  served 
many  years. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Bordner  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


|^,EV.  WILLIAM  DICKSON.  The  first 
m^  maxim  among  philosophers  is,  that  merit 
t4i\V  onl3'  makes  distinction.  Judged  by  this 
"^10 rule,  no  citizen  of  this  county  has  a  bettor 
claim  to  the  respect  of  mankind  than  the  gentleman 
above  named.  He  has  done  much  for  the  good 
of  the  county — materially,  morally  and  relig- 
iously— and  his  life  furnishes  an  example  worthy 
the  emulation  of  the  rising  generation.  With  but 
the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  his  boyhood,  he 
has  by  solf-effort  become  a  man  of  broad  intelli- 
gence;   beginning  life  with  no  cash  capital,  he  has 


acquired  riches:  and  from  a  position  of  no  influence 
he  has  become  a  power  in  the  section  in  which  he 
lives  and  labors. 

Alexander  Dickson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Southern  Indiana  and  in  that  State 
married  Mary  Mussett,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Soon 
after  their  marriage  this  couple  settled  in  Ken- 
tuckj',  across  the  river  from  Cairo,  111.,  but  after 
remaining  there  about  a  ye.ar  crossed  into  Illinois 
where  the  husband  soon  died.  The  widow  sulise- 
quently  married  Joseph  Cozad,  who,  in  1833,  came 
to  tiiis  county  and  in  1834  brought  his  family 
hither.  The  journej^  was  made  with  a  two-horse 
team,  household  effects,  and  some  stock  a  i)art  of 
which  died  on  the  way,  being  brought  with  the 
famil3'.  A  settlement  was  made  in  Lewistown 
Township  in  what  is  known  as  the  Bordner  neigh- 
borhood. The  country  was  new,  sparsel3'  settled 
and  almost  entirely  covered  with  dense  forests 
wherein  deer,  wolves,  turkeys  and  wild  hogs 
abounded.  A  few  Indians  still  roamed  over  the 
wilderness  and  the  ruins  of  their  camps  were  every- 
where to  be  seen.  The  settlers  hunted  much  and 
farmed  little. 

The  stepfather  of  our  subject  was  a  renter  and 
shifted  about  for  twenty  years,  finally  buying  land 
and  settling  on  section  1,  Waterford  Township. 
There  he  and  his  wife  died,  the  latter  in  her  eighty- 
ninth  year.  Our  subject  was  the  only  child  of  his 
mother  by  her  first  marriage,  but  she  bore  her  sec- 
ond husband  five  children.  Nothing  definitely  is 
known  concerning  the  Dickson  family  prior  to  the 
father  of  our  subject,  save  that  some  of  its  mem- 
bers-represented  Indiana  in  both  houses  of  Con- 
gress in  an  early  day. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Kentucky,  op|)osite 
Cairo,  111.,  April  17,  1826,  and  accompanied  his 
mother  to  this  county  where  he  attended  the  pio- 
neer schools,  worked  in  the  clearings  and  on  the 
farm.  The  schools  held  here  at  that  time  were 
conducted  by  subscription  and  as  his  family  was 
poor  he  could  attend  but  little.  The  temple  of 
learning  in  which  he  studied  was  a  log  house  with 
paper  windows,  a  wooden  door  hung  on  wooden 
hinges,  having  a  wooden  latch  with  the  latch-stiing 
hung  outside.  The  furnishing  of  the  building  was 
equally  |)rimitive  and  nothing  higher  than  the  Sec- 
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Olid  Reader  was  taught  when  he  attended.  The  lad 
worked  at  home  until  he  was  nineteen  3'eai's  old, 
when  he  began  farming  on  shares,  dividing  his 
portion — a  half — each  j-ear  witli  the  family.  He 
continued  this  two  years,  then,  having  attained  his 
majority,  began  life  for  himself. 

Mr.  Diclvson  was  a  renter  for  several  years,  but 
finally  bonght  a  soldier's  claim  on  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  entered  it  at  Quincy  and  lived  thereon 
six  years.  He  then  sold  the  property,  which  he 
had  improved,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Mason  County  on  which  he  resided 
two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  sold 
and  returned  to  this  county,  where  he  bought,  im- 
proved and  sold  various  farms,  making  money  in 
the  transactions.  He  finall}^  purchased  a  quarter 
of  section  12,  Walerford  Township,  and  erected 
thereon  a  commodious  frame  house,  containing 
twelve  rooms,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.  In  that  pleasant 
mansion  he  resided  until  1883,  when  he  moved 
upon  his  present  farm  on  section  3,  where  in  1887 
he  erected  a  new  dwelling.  It  is  a  large,  frame 
edifice  of  pleasing  architectural  design,  and  in  its 
interior  arrangements  and  furnishing  will  compare 
favorably  with  manj'  a  city  home.  Mr.  Dickson 
has  bought  land  from  time  to  time  as  his  means 
would  permit  until  now  he  owns  over  twelve 
hundred  acres,  more  tlian  half  of  which  is  under 
cultivation  and  six  hundred  acres  on  sections  6  and 
8,  are  pasture  land. 

Mr.  Dickson  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
marriage  rites  having  been  celebrated  December 
23,  1848.  His  bride  was  Miss  Nancy  J.  Arnett,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  who  shared  his  joys  and  sor- 
rows until  called  hence.  .She  left  four  children- 
John  W.,  Charles  M.,  David  D.,  and  Auna  A.,  now 
Mrs.  Fitch.  Mrs.  Dickson  had  accompanied  her 
parents— Cleanthes  and  Margaret  (Deane)  Arnett 
—to  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1837.  their  home 
being  made  in  Liverpool  Township. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  solem- 
nized January  19,  1873,  his  companion  being 'Miss 
Mary  A.  Ashby,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
March  22,  1849.  Her  father  A.  J.  Ashby,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  came  to  this  county 
when  the  red  men  were  still  numerous  here.  Mr. 
Ashby  is  a  carpenter,'  farmer  and  local  preacher  in 


tiie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife,  Char- 
lotte (Dudley)  Ashby,  was  horn  in  Virginia  and 
died  in  this  county  at  the  .age  of  sixty  years.  The 
present  union  of  the  Hev.  Mr.  IJickson  has  rosulle<l 
in  the  birth  of  six  children,  viz:  Minnie,  Francis, 
(deceased),  Margie,  William,  Thomas  and  Heury. 

Politically,  Mr.  Dickson  was  first  a  Whig  and 
cast  his  virgin  ballot  for  Henry  Clay.  He  was  a 
Greenbacker  for  a  time  but  is  now  a  Republican. 
He  has  held  various  township  ollices  and  auled  in 
divers  enteri)rises  which  would  result  beneficially 
to  the  community.  He  has  been  a  local  preacher 
in  the  Methodist  Church  for  the  past  thirty-five 
years.  He  was  converted  in  18.5G,  when  thirty- 
three  years  old,  and  at  once  became  possessed  with 
the  idea  that  he  should  preach  the  Gospel.  Three 
months  afterward  he  was  licensed  to  exhort  by 
Milton  Ilayney,  then  Elder  in  this  district.  Mr. 
Dickson  first  preached  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  east 
of  Lewistown,  and  has  held  a  dozen  or  more  re- 
vival meetings  there  at  which  hundreds  have  been 
added  to  the  church.  He  has  also  held  revival 
meeting's  at  Maple's  Mill,  in  Liverpool  Township, 
with  marked  success,  as  well  as  in  various  other 
parts  of  the  county.  He  now  preaches  at  the  Wat- 
erford  and  Mt.  Pleasant  churches. 


§i£p- 


•TT  MOS  B,  THOMAS.  Beyond  a  doubt  the 
\(^/  I     warp  and  woof  of  life  is  made  up  of  strands 

/,  A  of  good  and  evil  fortune,  here  dark,  there 
{^'  light,  but  in  the  eyes  of   Christian  faith  it 

is  a  gladsome  whole.  Such  indeed  it  h.as  proven  to 
Amos  B.  Thomas  aiul  liis  most  worthy  wife,  who 
on  Thanksgiving,  in  1888,  having  been  (wrmilted 
to  walk  hand  in  hand  lo  the  milestone  that  marks 
a  golden  wedding,  celebrated  that  happy  event  in 
a  highly  fitting  way  at  their  beautiful  residence  at 
Farmington. 

Our  subject  settled  in  Farmington  as  far  back  aa 
1837,  having  experienced  all  the  hardships  of  the 
pioneer  days.  His  birth  occurred  March  3,  1812, 
at  Mt.  Desert  Island,  Me.,  he  lieing  the  son  of 
.Abraham   and  .lane  (Berry)  Thomas,  natives  of  the 
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Pine  Tree  State.  The  father  was  a  seafaring  man 
in  his  early  days,  and  was  for  awhile  captain  in  the 
coasting  trade,  but  finally  located  on  a  farm  at 
Eden,  Me.,  where  he  paid  the  highest  taxes  in  the 
township.  During  the  AVar  of  1812  he  was'  Captain 
of  Militia  and  acted  in  defense  of  the  American 
vessels  in  the  adjacent  harbors.  He  was  a  Represen- 
tative when  Maine  was  a  district  of  Massachusetts. 
He  died  in  1838,  having  attained  his  fifty-third 
year,  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  of 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Amos  B.,  Matihia,  Isaac  H.  and  Bloomfield. 

The  original  progenitor  of  the  Thomas  family  in 
America  was  John  Thomas,  Jr.,  who  came  fium 
Wales  in  1667  and  settled  at  Providence,  R.  I.  In 
tiacing  the  direct  line  of  descent  we  find  a  John 
Tiiomas  in  the  two  succeeding  generations  and  then 
a  Nicholas  Thomas,  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject.  Nicholas  Thomas  was  born  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under 
Col.  John  Allen.  He  was  captured  by  the  British 
and  placed  in  prison  at  Halifax,  whence  he  made 
his  escape  by  means  of  a  sort  of  saw  made  from  an 
old  knife.  He  was  very  active  in  religious  work, 
for  years  held  the  office  of  Deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church  and  was  to  some  extent  engaged  in 
ministerial  work.  The  Thomas  family  was  quite 
prominent  in  England.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
has  a  beautiful  painting  on  brass  that  displays  the 
Tiiomas  coat-of-arms,  beneath  which  is  inscribed 
"Thomas,  Seal  Clerk  of  the  Exchecquer  to  Queen 
Elizabeth.  Granted  9th  of  July,  1599." 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  somewhat  lim- 
ited, owing  to  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  but  he 
added  to  the  knowledge  obtained  in  school  by  per- 
sistent study  and  reading  and  a  keen  observation 
of  what  was  going  on  around  him.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  house  and  ship 
joiner  and  after  learning  the  trade,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  went  to  Savannah,  Ga.  There  he 
worked  at  his  trade  and  finished  up  many  a  state- 
room and  cabin  in  mahogany.  He  remained  in  the 
South  a  year,  during  which  time  the  Seminole  War 
took  lilace  and  he  was  drafted  into  the  army,  serv- 
ing several  months.  Returning  to  his  native  ^State 
Mr.  Thomas  engaged  at  his  trade  in  Ellsworth, but  in 
1837   <ame  to  Illinois,  during   his  journey   hither 


taking  his  first  railroad  ride,  from  Boston  to  Wor- 
cester. He  had  an  offer  of  a  soldier's  claim  for 
one  hundred  and  sixt3'  acres  that  lay  in  Farmin;;- 
ton  Township,  this  county,  and  came  west  to  look 
it  up.  He,  however,  did  not  decide  to  buy  it,  but 
worked  energetically  at  his  trade  and  after  a  time 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  he 
gradually  improved.  Several  of  the  early  stores 
and  residences  of  Farmington  were  the  work  of  his 
hands  and  so  too  was  the  old  Presbyterian  Church, 
now  torn  down,  and  thai  occu|)ied  by  the  Congrc- 
gationnlists. 

Owing  to  the  fact  of  his  being  a  strong  an.]  ac- 
tive Abolitionist,  Mr.  Thomas  had  much  to  cn- 
counier  that  was  far  from  pleasant  at  the  hands  of 
his  political  enemies.  But  possessing  that  strength 
of  character  that  believes  in  right  at  whatever  cost. 
he  nobly  stood  his  ground,  both  in  this  and  in  I  he 
matter  of  strict  temperance.  He  assisted  hundreds 
of  slaves  to  make  their  escape  and  in  every  way 
performed  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  Christian's 
duty,  although  subjecting  himself  to  a  heav^'  pen- 
alty. But  such  was  the  purity  of  his  own  life  and 
his  kindness  of  heart  that  all  were  forced  to  respect 
him  and  agree  that  he  acted  only  from  moral  con- 
victions. In  1840  he  voted  for  James  G.  Birney, 
the  first  liberty  candidate,  later  cast  a  ballot  for 
John  C.  Fremont  and  in  more  recent  years  has 
helped  to  elect  Lincoln,  Grant,  Hays,  Garfield  and 
Harrison. 

Our  subject,  seeing  a  career  before  him,  tliouglit 
best  to  share  it  with  a  loving  liel[)male,  and  this  he 
found  in  the  schoolmistress  of  Farmington — Miss 
Mary  Hart — whom  he  married  on  Thanksgiving 
day,  1838.  Their  marriage  ceremony  was  one  of 
the  social  events  of  this  neighborhood,  and  was  at- 
tended by  many  of  the  prosperous  people  in  the 
country  around.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
by  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter,  Farmiugton's  first 
pastor,  and  also  Chicago's  first  pastor,  his  wife  be- 
ing the  first  teacher  in  that  city — in  those  days  only 
a  mifitary  trading  post.  Miss  Hart  had  attended 
the  district  schools  in  her  Eastern  home  and  the 
academies  at  Goshen  and  WestQeld,  Conn,  and  had 
taught  in  that  State  for  a  time  before  her  parents 
came  West.  She  was  twenty-two  years  old  when 
the    removal   look   jilace   and    in   Farmington  she 
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taught  a  private  school  and  also  piior  to  her  mar- 
riage was  a  teacher  in  Schuyler  County.  Her  early 
life  here  presented  a  great  contrast  to  that  of  her 
earlier  years,  the  little  log  house  and  all  the  sur- 
roundings being  vastl3^  different  from  the  roomy 
dwelling  and  more  advanced  civilization  which  she 
had  left.  She  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  made 
the  best  of  their  surroundings,  however,  and  did 
not  allow  the  change  in  their  circumstances  to  in- 
terfere with  their  happiness. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Thomas  were  Henry  and 
Ann  Elizabeth  (Street)  Hart,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  Nova  Scotia  respectively.  The  father  was 
an  agriculturist  and  later  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  clocks.  He  visited  this  section  in  1834  and 
bought  a  half  section  of  land  upon  which  he  built 
a  12x14  house  in  which  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
18-35.  The  family  came  from  Akron,  Ohio,  in 
wagons,  sending  their  goods  round  by  the  water 
route.  Although  there  were  but  eight  houses  be- 
tween them  and  Peoria  and  wolves  howled  around 
the  door  at  night,  they  looked  forward  with  bright 
hopes  to  the  future  and  lived  to  see  a  great  change 
in  the  country.  The  family  was  twelve  in  number, 
bearing  the  names  of  Elizabeth  L.,  William,  Mary, 
Catherine,  Minerva.  Margaret,  Luther,  Henry  H., 
Calvin,  Rachel  Louise.  Edward  and  David  F. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  lived 
in  Farmington  fifteen  years  and  then  moved  onto 
the  farm.  Mr.  Thomas  was  engaged  in  contract- 
ing and  building,  keeping  a  number  of  men  in  his 
employ,  and  consequently  his  household  was  very 
large.  In  the  spring  of  1888  he  retired  to  Farm- 
ington, taking  possession  of  the  most  eltgant  res- 
idence in  the  place,  where  he  and  his  faithful  wife 
are  enjoying  all  that  heart  can  wish  of  material  com- 
fort  and  friendly  regard.  They  have  been  the  happy 
parents  of  three  children,  viz:  Elizabeth  J.,  Hen- 
rietta Helen  and  Frederick,  deceased.  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  McCall,  has  one  child,  and 
lives  in  Farmington;  her  daughter,  Harriet,  mar- 
ried Elmer  Stetson,  and  lives  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
and  has  one  child — Guy.  Henrietta  Helen  is  the 
wife  of  Henry    B.  Greenleaf,  of  Farmington. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  has  been  a  Deacon  for  a  great  many 
years.     Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  society  in 


Farmington  he  belonged  to  the  Old  Presbyterian 
Church  and  held  the  ofHce  of  Elder.  He  has  done 
much  to  advance  the  interests  of  Farmington  and 
has  accomplished  more  good  than  a  biograi)hical 
sketch,  however  lengthy,  could  possibly  recount. 
He  contributed  liberally  to  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quiney  Railroad  and  also  to  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral. He  is  one  of  the  few  men  who  have  never 
used  tobacco  or  intoxicants,  or  sued  or  been  sued. 
Both  himself  and  wife  are  very  much  beloved  in 
this  community  where  so  many  useful  years  have 
been  spent  by  ihem. 


-S*^#^^ 


llL^  ON.  W.  H.  HEMENOVER.  This  name  will 
Wji]  be  recognized  as  that  of  a  resident  of  Can- 
/^j^  ton,  who  has  been  identified  with  various 
(^  interests  of  the  county  for  thirty  years. 
He  was  born  in  Byron,  Sussex  Count}',  N.  J.,  on 
Independence  Day,  1822.  He  is  of  German  descent 
in  the  paternal  line,  his  grandfather.  Anthony  H. 
Hemenover,  having  emigrated  from  Moravia,  Ger- 
many to  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  George  Hemenover, 
who  married  Phebc  Angeline  Allen,  a  descendant 
of  the  noted  Ethan  Allen  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
The  father  was  a  merchant  in  Byron  for  many 
years  and  the  son  was  given  every  opportunity 
that  the  town  atlorded  to  .icquire  knowledge. 

At  a  very  early  period  in  his  life  our  subject 
manifested  an  interest  in  political  affairs  and  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  gained  the  sobriquet  of  the 
boy  politician.  He  had  scarcely  passed  that  age 
ere  he  began  to  make  speeches  in  favor  of  Democ- 
racy. During  his  teens  he  learned  the  printer's 
traile  in  the  ofliceof  the  Sussex  County  Ifirald  and 
became  foreman.  He  was  subsequently  editor  dur- 
ing a  period  of  three  years,  after  which  he  beca;:ie 
proprietor  of  the  Warren  County  JournnI,  pub- 
lished at  Belvidere.  His  sturdy  character  and  inter- 
est in  the  progress  of  the  community  led  to  his 
election  to  the  Mayoralty  and  he  occupieil  the 
Mayor's  chair  two  terms.  He  next  served  as  State 
Printer  one  term,  after  which  he  became  the  pro- 
prietor of  the   Hudson  County  D<'iii>icrat,  the  lead- 
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ing  Democratic  sheet  in  Southern  New  Jersey  and 
the  first  paper  in  the  United  Slates  to  suggest  the 
name  of  James  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency — 
wiiich  act  was  personall3'  recognized  by  an  invita- 
tion from  the  President  to  meet  liimself  and  niece 
at  the  Wliite  House. 

The  Democrat  was  publisiied  at  Hobolien  and  af- 
ter Jiving  there  for  a  time  Mr.  Hemenover  was 
elected  Police  Magistrate,  and  later  represented  the 
district  in  the  State  Legislature.  Again  he  was 
appointed  State  Printer,  and  then,  in  1858,  came 
West  and  reported  the  speeches  of  Lincoln  and 
Douglas.  This  section  of  tlie  Mississippi  Valley 
attracted  him  by  its  promise,  and  he  i-emoved  with 
his  family  to  McDonough  County,  settling  on  a 
farm  not  far  from  Prairie  City.  In  1860  he 
changed  his  residence  to  this  county,  where  he  has 
been  variously  engaged  in  farming,  coal  mining, 
the  sale  of  merchandise  and  the  keeping  of  an  hotel. 
He  is  now  proprietor  and  landlord  of  the  New 
Canton  House.  He  was  a  prime  mover  in  securing 
the  prompt  completion  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  tjuincy  Railroad  through  this  section. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Hemenover  bore  tlie  maiden 
name  of  Julia  D.  Barton,  is  a  native  of  Stockholm, 
N.  .1.,  and  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  our  subject 
August  24,  1845.  She  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  but  her 
father,  Andrew  D.  Barton,  was  a  native  of  tlie 
same  Slate  as  herself. 


/^^  "i'RUS  LIBBY  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
(|l  ^L  this  county  now  living  within  its  limits. 
^\^  He  came  liere  as  early  as  1834,  and  as  a 
hard-working,  shrewd  pioneer  farmer  has  aided  in 
developing  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  sec- 
tion. He  owns  a  desirable  farm  in  Joshua  Town- 
ship and  is  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Libby  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 
His  birthplace  was  near  Milford,  in  Sussex  County. 
In  1820  he  made  his  way  from  his  native  place  to 
Ohio,  making  the  long  journey,  which  lay  partly 
through  a  sparsely  settled  country  and  over  moun- 
tains, all  tlie  vvay  fiom  Milford  on  foot,  carrying 
all   his  worldly   goods  in  a  small   bundle.     Foot- 


sore and  weary,  he  arrived  in  Ashland  County, 
and  looked  about  for  work,  found  a  situation  on  a 
farm.  He  continued  to  live  in  the  Buckeye  State 
until  1834,  when  he  came  to  Illinois  with  his  par- 
ents. He  well  remembers  the  terrible  storm  of 
1835,  which  swept  over  Canton  and  left  in  its  track 
nothing  but  desolation  and  ruin.  He  fortunately 
escaped  uninjured.  Until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  remained  at  home,  and  then  commenced 
life  on  his  own  responsibility.  During  the  first 
year  he  worked  for  Robert  Shields,  earning  ^1.25 
per  week,  and  of  this  money  he  received  onlj-  S40 
in  cash  and  the  remainder  in  clollies.  In  1844  he 
operated  the  McBroom  farm  on  shares,  and  by  wise 
economy  and  shrewd  management,  was  enabled  to 
invest  money  in  land. 

Mr.  Libbj'  .came  to  this  county  with  the  inten- 
tion of  remaining  here  because  he  shrewdly  con- 
sidered that  the  cheap  land,  rich  soil,  and  other  fine 
advantages  of  this  part  of  the  country  would  ena- 
ble him  sooner  to  become  independent  and  acquire 
a  competence.  When  he  came  here  he  was  poor 
in  pocket,  but  was  well  endowed  with  good  capacity 
for  labor  and  with  other  excellent  traits  of  charac- 
ter that  are  necessary  to  success.  In  those  days  of 
pioneer  toil  he  worked  to  a  good  purpose,  and  in 
1853  was  enabled  to  buy  his  present  farm.  He  has 
placed  himself  in  a  position  of  comparative  wealth 
and  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  township.  He 
has  here  a  neat  and  substantial  dwelling,  with 
pleasant  surroundings,  of  which  the  most  attractive 
feature  is  the  giant  Cottonwood  tree  directly  in 
front  of  the  residence. 

In  1869  Mr.  Libby  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Boswell)  Henderson,  the  widow  of 
Daniel  Henderson,  and  they  being  mutuallj'  pleased 
with  each  other,  decided  to  unite  their  lives  and 
were  married  that  year.  Mrs.  Libby  has  two 
children  by  her  first  marriage,  David  and  Elva 
Henderson,  both  married  and  residing  in  this 
county.  For  further  information  in  regftr^ri  to  the 
parental  history  of  Mrs.  Libby  see  sketch  of  her 
father,  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Her  parents 
were  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and  Ohio. 
She  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture,  and  one 
who  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Libby  four   children  have  been 
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born — Lucy,  Ida,  Mitchel  and  John,  and  to  tliem 
the  parents  have  given  the  advantages  of  good  ed- 
ucations, and  they  are  calculated  in  every  way  to 
fill  prominent  positions  in  social  and  business  cir- 
cles. They  have  a  happy  home  and  their  pleasant 
circle  has  never  been  broken  by  death. 

Mr.  Libby  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Martin  "\'an  Buren.  He  has 
long  been  known  as  an  honorable,  hard-working 
farmer,  who  possesses  good  qualities  as  a  man  and 
is  loyal  and  true  as  a  citizen. 


■S^LI  B.  STEVENSON,  whose  sketch  now 
||^  claims  attention,  is  one  of  those  companion- 
/i' — ^  able  and  agreeable  men  whom  it  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  know,  and  who  in  all  instances  rank  high  in 
the  estimation  of  the  community  in  which  they  re- 
side. During  the  late  war  he  received  terrible  per- 
secution at  the  hands  of  his  political  foes,  hut  owing 
to  his  braver}'  he  managed  to  escape  from  disas- 
trous effects. 

The  parents  of  our  .subject  were  John  and  Cath- 
erine (Black)  Stevenson,  natives  of  Marjdand  and 
A'irginia  respectivel}'.  They  were  married  in  the 
Buckeye  State  and  made  their  home  there  until 
1838,  when  they  came  to  Illinois,  settling  on  the 
f!um  in  this  county,  now  occupied  by  the  son  of 
whom  we  write.  It  was  at  that  time  raw  land.  It 
was  cleared  and  placed  under  quite  good  improve- 
ment before  the  death  of  the  father  of  our  subject, 
altliough  the  family  dwelling  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  log  house.  In  those  days  a  well-built  struc- 
ture of  this  kind  was  looked  upon  as  a  home  of 
comfort  and  undoubtedly  afforded  as  pleasant  a 
shelter  as  dwellings  of  more  modern  construction. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  half  a  century  and 
the  father  held  the  positions  of  Trustee,  Class- 
Leader,  Steward  and  Sunday-school  Superintendent 
at  various  times.  Politically,  he  was  an  old-line 
Whig  and  later  a  Republican.  He  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  temperance  and  much  interested  in  the 
progress  of  education  and  other  civilizing  influ- 
ences.    He  served  as  School  Director  many  yoavs. 
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He  died  in  1873  and  his  wife  a  year  later.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  had  four  children 
by  a  former  marriage. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Highland  County,  Ohio. 
July  20,  1833.  He  came  with  liis  parents  to  Hli- 
nois  when  only  five  years  old,  and  received  his 
educational  training  at  the  subscription  schools 
here.  His  first  schoolhouse  was  a  log  cabin  with 
greased  paper  windows,  without  any  floor,  and 
planks  fixed  on  pins  to  serve  as  desks.  He  passed 
his  childhood  and  early  youth  on  the  home  farm, 
except  during  fourteen  months,  and  has  at  all  times 
and  in  various  ways  assisted  his  father.  He  com- 
menced a  business  career  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
twenty -three. 

Mr.  Stevenson  married  Miss  Ellen  Waldron, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Celinda  (Lord )  Waldron, 
both  natives  of  New  York.  The  marriage  took 
place  on  the  30th  of  October,  1857.  Mrs.  Steven- 
son's parents  at  one  time  made  their  home  in  New 
York,  and  afterwards  in  Illinois,  the  father  dying 
in  1850  and  the  mother  in  18C1.  To  them  were 
born  eight  children  of  whom  Mrs.  Stevenson  is 
the  only  survivor.  She  was  born  August  18,  1840, 
in  Warren  County,  III.,  and  received  a  common- 
school  education,  mostlv  during  the  winter  months, 
and  going  two  miles  to  school. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson 
settled  in  Lewi-stown  Townsiiip  and  remained  tliere 
until  1858,  at  which  time  they  returned  to  Putman 
Township  and  have  since  continued  to  make  it  their 
home.  To  them  have  been  born  no  children,  but 
with  the  usual  kindness  that  characterizes  thcra 
both,  they  have  reared  and  educated  a  number  of 
children,  wlio  were  deprived  by  death  and  other 
sad  circumstances  of  their  natural  protectors. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  one  hundred  and 
one  acres  of  valuable  land,  eiglity  .acres  of  which 
are  under  the  plow  and  all  improved,  he  having 
cleared  twenty-five  acres  of  it  himself.  In  1873 
he  built  a  barn  which  cose  $750,  in  addition  to  his 
personal  labor.  His  residence  was  built  in  1877, 
at  a  cost  of  ijl.250.  It  is  a  two-story  frame 
house,  16x28  feet,  with  an  L  14x24  feet,  and  a 
basement  of  the  same  size.  They  have  a  valuable 
orchard  which  they  planted  and  attended  to  lliera- 
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solves.  Mr.  Stevenson  in  connection  with  farming 
is  interestod  in  stock-raising,  owning  a  number  of 
Sliort-liorns,  Norman  horses,  anrl  Poland-China 
hogs. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Steven- 
son has  been  Steward,  Trustee  and  Class  Leader. 
From  an  early  period  in  his  life  he  has  been  inter- 
ested in  religious  matters  and  united  himself  to 
the  church  in  the  year  1857.  He  attends  services 
at  Wright's  church,  which  is  under  the  charge  of 
Rev.  W.  R.  Wiley,  of  Lewistown  Township.  Both 
himself  and  wife  are  greatly  interested  in  Sunday- 
school  work,  he  being  Superintendent  of  same  and 
by  their  faithfulness  and  large- influence  they  are 
enabled  to  benefit  all  religious  causes.  Mr.  Steven- 
son is  serving  his  thirtieth  year  .as  School  Director, 
and  has  served  fiv(!  successive  terms  as  Township 
Assessor,  being  elected  each  time  by  a  large  major- 
ity in  a  section  where  there  is  usually  a  Democratic 
majoritjf.  He  is  an  active  politician  and  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  having  east  his 
first  vote  for  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont.  He  has  at 
various  times  been  a  delegate  to  the  county  con- 
ventions, and  this  year  to  the  State  Republican 
Convention  at  Springfield.  He  is  an  advocate  of 
temperance,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Union  League. 

If  would  be  difficult  to  picture  greater  esteem,  a 
more  sincere  friendship  than  is  accorded  to  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  township.  In  social  circles  they 
arc  ornaments,  and  everywhere  gladly  received, 
while  to  the  poor  and  unfortunate  the}'  are,  indeed, 
"ministering  angels." 

ilLLIAxM  HENRY  TUCKER  has  one  of  the 
lest  managed  and  best  appointed  farms  in 
all  Farmington  Township,  and  he  is  classed 
among  the  most  progressive  and  intelligent  citizens 
in  the  community.  Levon  Tucker,  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio. 
He  was  there  married  to  Catherine  Lake,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  that  State.  They  came  to  Illinois 
in    184G    and   located  in  Fairview    Township,  and 


thence  removed  to  Farmington  Township,  of 
j  which  they  were  pioneers.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather  married  Ann  Thompson.  They  were 
natives  of  Maryland. 

Tlip  father  of  our  subject  died  in  1874  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years,  and  his  mother  died  in  1888  at 
the  age  of  si.xty-seven  years.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren— William  Henry,  James  Madison,  George  W., 
Hannah  A.  and  Charles  M.  James  lives  in  Farm- 
ington; George  W.  in  Canton  Township;  Hannah 
resides  on  the  old  Tucker  homestead  ;  and  Charles 
M.  is  a  resident  of  Farmington  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  18  42  in 
Fairview  Township.  His  early  educational  advan- 
tages were  such  as  were  afforded  in  those  pioneer 
times.  He  attended  school  in  the  first  schoolliouse 
that  was  built  in  the  district  and  he  also  spent  a 
winter  at  the  Canton  High  School.  He  has  further 
increased  his  education  by  observation  and  read- 
ing, and  is  to-day  a  well  informed  man.  When  it 
came  the  time  for  him  to  decide  upon  his  life 
work,  he  chose  the  calling  of  a  farmer  as  best 
adapted  to  his  tastes  and  ability;  and  the  appear- 
ance of  his  neat,  well-ordered  farm,  with  its  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  its  sixty  acres  of  well-tilled 
soil,  finely  located  on  section  32,  shows  that  he 
chose  wisely  and  well.  He  has  fine  herds  uf  horses 
and  cattle  as  he  devotes  much  attention  to  stock- 
raising. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  has  been  a  happy 
one  and  he  and  his  family  are  very  pleasantly  situ- 
ated. Their  home  is  certain'y  the  typical  Ameri- 
can home,  attainable  only  under  our  admirable 
system  of  protection  to  American  industries,  for 
it  abounds  with  all  modern  conveniences,  necessa- 
ries and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life  and  is  the  seat 
of  intelligence,  refinement  and  culture.  Mrs.  Tucker 
prior  lo  her  marriage  was  Miss  Sarah  Vaughan,  and 
she  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Rhoda  (Marriott) 
Vanghan.  Her  father  was  born  in  Hamilton 
Count}',  Ohio,  and  her  mother  in  Clermont  County, 
that  State.  They  were  there  married  and  her  father 
who  was  a  farmer  carried  on  his  operations  in 
Hamilton  County,  several  years  after  marriage.  He 
died  in  1851,  when  nearly  forty -six  years  old.  His 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Tucker's  mother,  died  December 
9,  1880,  at  the  age   of   seventy  years.     They  had 


i 


%       fi^M^e-^ 


/i^^ 


^ 


o/HaJi^'Ci/  3^r^^ 


il 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


865 


tliree  children,  Harriet  E.,  Sarah  A.,  and  Charles 
H.,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of  six  years.  The  fa- 
ttier had  five  children  by  his  first  marriage :  Francis, 
George  C,  William  M.,  Margaret  P.,  and  Julia  A. 
Harriet  E.,  is  the  wife  of  John  Emory,  of  Canton. 
Mrs.  Tucker  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
and  came  with  her  mother  to  Fulton  County  in  1 855 
and  settled  in  Farmiiigton  Township.  She  is  a  lady 
of  exceptional  worth  and  presides  over  her  home 
with  grace.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
been  blessed  to  them  by  three  children:  John  L., 
a  young  man  of  fine  intellect,  well-trained;  Hattic, 
and  (.Trace.  The  daughters  are  fine  musicians  and 
are  well  educated. 

Mr.  Tucker  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. He  has  served  for  twelve  years  as  Scliool 
Director.  He  has  never  identified  himself  with  any 
church,  but  is  a  man  of  high  principles,  and  tries 
to  live  according  to  the  Golden  Rule. 


"5^ 


im- 


\^  HI  LIP  BROCK,    the    proprietor  of  a  fine 

I  JJ)  farm  on  section  28,  Cass  Township,  is  one 
^  :<^     of  tlie  most  prosperous  men  in  this  local- 

l  \  it}'.  He  is  an  extensive  landowner,  having 
real  estate  not  only  in  this  county,  but  in  McLean 
and  JIcDonough  Counties.  His  parents,  Philip 
and  Elizabeth  (Gabal)  Brock,  were  pioneers  of  this 
county,  and  he  ma}'  be  so  regarded  also,  as  he  has 
contributed  his  quota  toward  the  development  of 
its  agricultural  interests. 

Our  subject  is  of  German  origin,  his  family 
originating  in  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  where  he 
was  born  in  1820.  They  came  from  there  to  this 
country  in  1838,  and  landing  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
made  their  way  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  whence  they 
embarked  on  a  boat  and  floated  down  tlie  Ohio  to 
Cincinnati.  After  remaining  in  that  city  a  week 
they  resumed  the  voyage  to  St.  Louis,  whence  the}' 
proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the  Spoon  River,  and 
from  tliere  came  by  wagon  to  Harris  Township, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  Cass  Township.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  bought  a  claim  to  a  quarter- 
section  of  timber  and  hilly  land,  of  which  a  small 
part  was  improved.  Tliere  the  family  took  up  their 


abode  and  remained  several  years.  On  September 
13,  1839.  they  were  bereaved  by  the  death  of  the 
father,  who  way  a  kind  husband  and  father,  and  an 
honest,  sober-minded,  good-hearted  man.  The 
mother  survived  him  until  18G3,  when  she  too 
passed  away.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren who  grew  to  maturity;  our  subject;  Conrad 
and  Henry  now  deceased;  Elizabeth  and  John. 

He  of  whom  these  lines  are  written  received  good 
schooling  in  the  Fatherland.  He  was  eighteen 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  America,  and 
here  he  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  Be- 
fore coming  to  America  he  had  herded  sheep  for 
his  father,  and  here  he  greatly  assisted  him  in  his 
labors,  and  after  the  father  died  superintended  the 
affairs  of  the  farm,  remaining  upon  it  until  the 
year  1847.  Having  taken  unto  himself  a  wife  he 
then  moved  from  the  old  homestead  to  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies.  This  comprises  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  finely  tilled  land,  sup])iied 
with  good  improvements  of  a  neat  an^  substantial 
order.  He  has  besides  this  estate  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Bernadolte  Township,  eighty  acres  in  Mc- 
Donough  County,  and  eighty  acres  in  McLean 
County,  comprising  a  fine  property  of  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.  Mr.  Brock  has  practically 
retired  from  farming,  and  rents  his  farm,  though 
he  still  deals  in  stock,  cattle,  horses,  hogs  and 
sheep.  When  he  and  his  wife  came  here  they  were 
poor,  and  all  that  they  have  has  been  procured  by 
their  joint  labor,  for  Mrs.  Brock  is  as  hard  a  worker 
as  Mr.  Brock,  and  both  have  been  wisely  frugal  and 
economical  while  accumulating  the  competence 
which  will  enable  them  to  enjoy  their  declining 
years  more  at  leisure.  They  may  well  be  proud  of 
what  they  have  accomplished. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brock  were  marricil  iu  June,  1H(>5. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Maria  Fridley,  and  she  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Hester  (Buck)  Fridley,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  there  married, 
and  in  1834  came  to  Illinois,  and  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Cass  Township,  locating  on  the 
place  now  occupied  by  Ogden  Gray.  The  sur- 
rounding country  was  then  very  sparsely  settled, 
and  their  house  was  in  a  lonely  situation,  being  the 
onlv  one  between  Cuba  (now  a  thriving  town,  then 
but  a  small  hamlet)  and    Ellisville.     Mr.    Fridley, 
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who  was  by  occupation  a  waafonmaker  and  farmer, 
served  as  a  patriotic  soldier  in  tlie  War  of  1812. 
and  died  in  1845.  His  widow  married  a.^ain  and 
survived  until  1890.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children  wlio  grew  to  maturity,  named  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Sinnett,  now  deceased;  Henry,  Jesse;  Maria, 
Mrs.  Broclc;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Gray;  and  James.  Mrs. 
Brock  is  a  native  of  Cass  Township,  and  was  born 
September  10,  1838.  She  attended  the  typical 
pioneer  school  taught  in  a  log  cabin,  and  has  wit- 
nessed almost  the  entire  development  of  this  region. 
In  connection  with  this  sketch,  we  present  to  the 
reader  portraits  of  Mr.  Brock  and  his  wife.  Tliey 
are  people  of  true,  honest  and  kindly  hearts,  always 
trying  to  do  what  they  can  to  help  others  in  dis- 
tress or  want,  and  are  greatly  respected  in  this  com- 
munity where  they  are  well  known.  He  has  been  a 
prominent  Granger,  and  was  at  one  time  Treasurer 
of  the  Grange,  and  has  served  his  township  as 
Pathmaster.  Politicall3%  he  was  a  Democrat  until 
fifteen  yearj  ago,  when  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Greenback  party  for  a  time,  and  has  since  been 
independent. 


^ST^M^P^y? 


<^  UGUSTUS  S.  WATSON.  No  name  is  justly 
(^O     entitled  to  a  higher  place  in  the  history  of 

//|  ti)  Cass  Township  than  the  one  which  heads 
<^  this  sketch, for  it  is  borne  by  a  man  who  has 

most  honorably  discharged  every  obligation  in  life 
with  such  fidelity  that  he  has  not  an  enemy  in  the 
world.  Mr.  Watson  has  made  his  home  here  since 
1836,  and  is  connected  both  through  his  family 
and  by  his  marriage  with  the  most  prominent  peo- 
ple in  this  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  James  C.  Watson, 
a  native  of  Maryland  who  was  born  in  1791,  and 
came  to  Illinois  in  the  year  1836,  with  his  family. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  being  in 
Hull's  Army,  and  was  afterwards  under  Gen.  Lewis 
Cass,  and  suggested  the  name  of  this  township  when 
it  was  organized.  His  ancestors  came  originally 
from  Ireland,  and  he  possessed  all  the  wit  and  bril- 
liancy of  speech  natural  to  the  children  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Wood,  a  na- 


tive of  Old  Virginia.  Her  father  was  an  English- 
man, and  her  mother  of  German  birth.  Both  of 
their  lives  extended  over  an  unusually  long  period 
of  time,  the  mother  dying  in  1864  at  an  advanced 
old  age.  and  the  father  in  1883,  after  having  at- 
tained his  ninety-third  year. 

Our  subject's  parents  reached  this  place  in  a  cold 
wet  season,  being  thus  compelled  to  occupy  the 
first  house  that  was  empty.  As  chance  would  have 
it  they  found  one  on  the  farm  where  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  now  resides.  The  farm  contained  eighty 
acres  at  that  time,  and  there  the  family  lived  most 
peacefully  and  happily  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
at  a  later  date  built  a  large  frame  residence.  The 
family  had  previously  lived  on  Wabash  River, 
Warren  County,  Ind.,  and  the  father  mounting  a 
horse  rode  here  bringing  with  him  some  monoy, 
and  left  a  sufficient  amount  to  enter  a  section  of 
land,  but  the  man  to  whom  he  had  entrusted  this 
charge  neglected  to  make  the  purchase,  and  his 
carelessness  was  a  source  of  great  discomfort. 

Mr.  Watson's  parents  were  blessed  with  ten  chil- 
dren, three  boys  and  seven  girls,  of  whom  those 
living  are:  Melinda,  Mrs.  William  Cameron;  John 
D.,  who  lives  in  Oregon;  Augustus  S.,  our  subject; 
Mary,  wife  of  Wesley  Sterling;  and  Elizabeth,  who 
married  E.  Henderson  and  lives  in  Nebraska. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  in  Warren  County, 
Ind.,  June  7  1825,  and  like  that  of  many  of  the 
farmers'  sons  of  that  date  his  education  was  some- 
what limited,  but  even  at  an  early  age  he  evinced 
an  aptitude  for  learning,  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
a  consistent  and  successful  business  career.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father  assisting  on  the  home  farm 
up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1846,  to  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Cameron,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Clar- 
issa (Herald)  (Jameron.  He  numbered  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  place,  and  came  originally 
from  South  Carolina.  The  mother  died  in  1870 
and  the  father  in  1880.  They  were  tlie  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Watson  w.as  the 
second  in  number. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  viz:  W.  R.,  one  of  the  most  eminent  and 
highly  respected  physicians  in  this  place;  Thomas 
II;  Phcebc  Jane  (Mrs.  Curfman);  Martin;  John  F. ; 
Martha  M.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Heath;  Sarah  C.  (Mrs. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALlil'M. 


Reynolds);  Mary;  Charles  O.  and  James  C.  The 
eldest  son,  W.  R.,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Keokuk 
Iowa  Medical  College,  and  has  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice.  The  other  children  all  received 
good  educations. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  Trustee 
and  Steward.  They  are  both  active  in  Sunday- 
school  work.  Jlr.  Watson  served  as  Supervisor  of 
his  township  during  a  period  of  three  years,  yield- 
ing to  tlie  plainly-expressed  wish  of  the  people,  al- 
though it  was  contrary  to  his  inclinations.  lie  is 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  politics.  His  worldly 
possessions  include  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
of  valuable  land,  upon  which  is  a  fine  residence, 
togetiier  with  twenty  head  of  horses,  seventy  bead 
of  cattle  and  a  hundred  of  hogs.  The  farm  is  now 
managed  by  the  sons,  the  father  having  partially 
retired  from  the  cares  of  life,  as  his  health  is  but 
moderate.  His  good  wife  also  suffers  to  some  ex- 
tent from  the  infirmities  incidental  upon  advancing 
years. 

'•^1 —^=13-^^= ^^- 


■^^UGUSTUS    EMORY.     When    contemplat- 
(^O     ing  the  present  condition  of  the  vast  Mis- 
|ril>    sissippi  Valley  and   noting  the   wonderful 
^  development  of  its  resources  and  growth 

of  its  civilization,  due  credit  should  always  be 
given  to  those  who  stood  in  tlie  vanguard  and  bore 
many  privations  which  we  of  the  present  genera- 
tion find  it  hard  to  realize.  Among  the  men  now 
living  in  Canton  Township  who  are  numbered 
among  that  grand  class,  the  old  settlers  of  Fulton 
County,  is  Augustus  Emory,  whose  career  we  pur- 
pose to  sketch  in  outline.  The  details  of  his  life- 
work,  of  his  struggles  and  successes,  his  hardships 
and  his  comforts,  must  be  left  to  the  imagination  of 
the  reader. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Emory  were  Stephen  and 
Polly  (Ingalls)  Emory,  natives  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  who  died  in  Rindge,  that  State.  The  natal  day 
of  our  subject  was  September  27,  1813,  and  his 
birthplace  Rindge,  N.  H.  He  grew  to  manhood 
upon  his  father's  farm,  acquiringsuchan  education 


as  was  possible  in  the  schools  of  the  period  and 
gaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  whilft 
assisting  his  father.  After  he  reached  his  majority 
he  still  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace 
until  1838  when  he  turned  his  footstep:?  westward, 
arriving  in  this  county  on  the  3rd  of  June.  For 
about  a  year  he  lived  with  the  late  Samuel  Brown, 
then  entered  the  employ  of  Abel  H.  White,  for 
whom  he  peddled  tinware  and  dry-goods  through 
the  county  for  a  period  of  thiee  yoais. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Emory  peddling  clocks  in  Ohio 
for  Abner  D.  Bond,  but  a  year  later  returning  to 
the  vicinity  of  Canton.  Soon  afterward,  in  com- 
pany with  Abel  II.  White,  he  went  to  Ohio  for  the 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  sheep.  They  bought 
thirteen  hundred  head  which  they  drove  from 
Greene  County  hither,  dividing  the  (lock  after 
their  arrival.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Emory  sold  one-half 
of  his  flock  to  J.  A.  Maynard  with  whom  he  was 
engaged  in  the  sheep  business  for  three  years.  The 
venture  proved  a  successful  one  and  after  the  con- 
nection between  the  two  gentlemen  was  dissolved, 
Mr.  Emorj'  continued  in  the  business  alone  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1886  ho  finally  abandomed 
it,  selling  off  his  entire  flock. 

In  1847  Mr.  Emory  purchased  one  iuindred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  20,  which  he  operated 
in  connection  with  his  otiicr  bufiness.  He  built  .i 
good  house,  made  other  valuable  improvements 
and  after  he  sold  his  sheep,  gave  his  atteniion 
wholly  to  farming.  He  has  now  disposed  of  all  his 
land  but  forty-seven  and  one-half  acres,  where  he 
and  bis  estimable  wife  have  a  comfortable  and  at- 
tractive home.  They  are  passing  quietly  down 
the  hill  of  time,  blest  by  the  respect  of  their  ac- 
quaintances and  tiie  deep  affection  of  their  only 
child,  Herbert,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  Parlin  ik 
Orendorff  in  Canton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emory  are 
liberal  in  their  religious  views  and  the  former  votes 
the  Republcan  ticket.  Had  he  been  more  distrust- 
ful he  would  have  been  in  still  better  finances,  as 
he  has  lost  considerable  mimey  by  ili.splaying  con- 
fidence in  others.  His  enjoyment  is  perhaps  as 
great  as  it  would  have  been  in  other  circumstances, 
as  the  pleasures  of  companionship  are  lessened  by 
our  distrust  of  human-kind. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Emory  was  known  in  her  maiden- 
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hood  as  Miss  Permelia  Ellis.  She  was  born  in  this 
township,  March  4,  1832,  and  married  here,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1865.  Her  parents  were  Isaac  and  Nancj' 
(Jennings)  Ellis,  both  of  wiiom  were  natives  of  the 
Southern  States.  Mrs.  Emory  had  previously  been 
marrie.1  to  James  Wood  worth,  by  whom  she  had 
one  son,  Milton  C,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Winchester,  Scott  County,  III. 


I  ACOB  R.  WHITMORE  is  one  of  the  leading 
builders  and  contractors  of  Canton,  and  is 
an  active  wide-awake  man  of  business.  He 
a  native  of  tliis  county  and  a  son  of  one 
of  its  old  settlers.  He  was  born  September  2, 1845, 
in  Canton  Township.  His  father,  Jeremiah  Whit- 
more,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the 
son  of  Peter  Whitmore,  who  was  of  German  de- 
scent. The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Hannah 
Moci<  in  her  maiden  days,  and  she  was  a  native  of 
Bedford  County,  Pa.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Henry  Mock,  who  was  of  German  antecedents.  She 
grew  to  maturity  in  her  native  State  and  was  there 
marri3d. 

In  1845  Jeremiah  Whitmore,  brought  hisfamil3' 
to  Fulton  County,  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neers who  had  preceded  him.  He  established 
himself  in  Canton  Townshij)  wlicre  he  carried  on 
farming  in  connection  with  his  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter. He  subsequently  removed  to  Canton  where 
he  passed  a  number  of  years,  and  then  went  to  Nor- 
ris,  this  county,  wliere  lie  died  in  June,  1888, 
rounding  out  life  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  wife  had 
preceded  him  in  deatli  b\'  several  years.  Tiiey 
had  seven  children,  named  as  follows:  Rebecca, 
Margaret,  Mary,  Martha  E.,  Jacob  R.,  James  C. 
and  Joseph  A.,  all  of  the  sons  residing  in  this 
county. 

Jacob  R.  p.assed  his  youth  on  a  farm,  attending 
school  in  the  winters.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
commenced  to  learn  tiie  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and 
acquired  a  thorough  knowledge    of  all  parts  of  the 


business.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  old  when  he  started  in 
business  for  himself  as  a  contractor  and  builder. 
He  devoted  the  most  of  his  time  to  his  work,  ex- 
cepting winters,  when  he  was  emiiloyed  by  Mr. 
Parlin  in  his  plow  shop  at  intervals  for  twenty 
years.  For  the  past  four  years  he  has  been  wholly 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building.  He  built 
the  first  brick  block  ever  put  up  in  Canton,  owned 
by  Blackaby  &  Torrance.  This  is  a  three-story 
building  and  is  now  occupied  as  a  cigar  factory. 
He  has  erected  several  stores,  dwellings  and  other 
buildings  in  Canton,  and  is  doing  a  good  business. 

Mr.  Whitmore  was  married  January  1,  1865,  to 
Miss  Ange  Hemenover,  of  Canton.  She  is  the  sec- 
ond daughter  of  William  H.  and  Julia  Hemenover, 
and  she  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  She  came  to  Can- 
ton with  her  parents  in  1860.  By  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  three  children  have  been  born,  Harry 
J.,  Alice  and  Edwin  M. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Whitrnore's  pleasant  residence  on 
Lewistown  Street,  at  No.  115,  is  the  center  of 
abounding  hospitality.  He  is  quite  prominent  so- 
cially as  a  member  of  the  following  orders:  Morn- 
ing Star  Lodge,  No.  734,  A.  F.  &  A.  .AI.,  Canton, 
Chapter,  No.  164;  Olive  Branch  No.  15, 1.  O.  O.  F.; 
and  of  Eastern  Star. 


_^fl  C.  MOORE,  a  prominent  and  well  to-do 
C@)^l|    farmer  of  Canton  Township,    residing  on 

II  ii  section  32,  was  born  in  Somerset  County, 
^  N.  J.,  April  10,  1821.     His    father,  Abra- 

ham H.  Moore,  is  thought  to  have  been  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  he  was  there  married  to  Grace 
Van  Dorn  anativeof  thatState.  In  1839  they  re- 
moved to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Butler  County, 
whence  they  came  in  1850  to  Fulton  County,  and 
cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  near  Prairie  City. 
Tliey  spent  their  last  years  at  Bushnell,  111.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  fourth. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  old,  when  he  married  and 
established  a  home  of  his  own,  taking  as    his   wife 
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Jane  Williamson,  to  whom  lie  was  wedded  in  Butlrr 
County,  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Chris- 
liana  (Brener)  Williamson,  natives  respectively  of 
Kentucky  .ind  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Moore  was 
born  in  Butler  County,  August  IC,  1822,  and  theic 
she  and  our  subject  began  their  wedded  life,  on  a 
farm.  Mr.  jMoore  was  actively  engaged  in  culti- 
vating the  soil  there  for  some  years  and  also  in 
raising  stock.  He  was  especially  interested  in 
breeding  Poland-China  hogs  and  introducing  tliem 
in  that  section  of  the  country'. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  our  subject  came  to  Illinois 
and  settled  in  Buckheart  Township,  wiiere  he  lived 
ten  years.  He  nest  took  up  his  residence  in  Can- 
ton, and  remained  there  three  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1868  he  settled  on  section  32,  Canton  Township, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  He  is  still  interested  in 
raising  Poland-China  hogs  and  also  in  raising 
F"rench  coach  horses  and  the  Percherons  and  is 
conducting  an  extensive  stock  business.  He  owns 
a  valuable,  well-equipped  farm  of  four  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  choice  land  in  Cauton  and  Buck- 
lieart  Townships,  and  is  one  of  the  most  skillful 
farmers  in  this  vicinity'. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  the  parents  of  these 
three  children:  JIaggie,  the  wife  of  Mathias  Boker; 
John  W.,  a  farmer  in  Buckheart  Township;  and 
Charles  A.,  also  a  farmer  in  that  place.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moore  are  valued  members  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  and  are  people  of  high  social  standing 
in  their  community.  He  has  tilled  the  offices  of 
Deacon  and  Trustee  of  the  church  and  is  prominent 
in  religious  circles. 


^M  LLEN  H.  HARROD.    On  the  opjiosite  page 
^H    is  presented  a  lithographic  portrait  of  this 
jnfc    gentleman,  who  is  a  well-known  and   hon- 
(^  ored   citizen    of    Union    Township,   with 

whose  agricultural  interest!  he  has  been  identified 
since  pioneer  days.  He  has  faithfully  performed  his 
share  of  the  work  necessary  for  the  development 
of  Fulton  County,  and  its  material  and  social  ad- 
vancement, and  has  done  good  service  in  various 
civic  capacities. 


The  blood  of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock  flows 
in  the  veins  of  our  subject.  He  comes  of  a 
family  from  wiiich  sprang  the  noted  Col.  James 
Harrod,  one  of  the  founders  of  lIarrodsl)urg,  Ky., 
that  gentleman  being  his  great-uncle.  Our  sub- 
ject is  also  an  own  cousin  of  John  C.  New,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  London  and  ex-Treasurer  of 
the  United  States.  Among  his  most  valued  pos- 
sessions is  a  powder-horn  made  by  his  father  in 
1806.  The  sterling  traits  of  generations  of  patri- 
otic and  enterprising  ancestors  have  been  inherited 
by  our  subject,  and  together  with  his  individual 
characteristics  of  enterprise  and  business  sagacity, 
have  aided  him  in  attaining  a  competency. 

He  of  whom  this  biographical  review  is  written, 
was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ind.,  January  4,  1831, 
to  William  and  Elizabeth  (New)  Harrod,  who  were 
early  settlers  of  the  Hoosier  State.  To  the  father 
belonged  the  distinction  of  having  been  the  first 
white  male  child  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  his 
birth  occurred  Ma\'  22,  1779.  He  was  reared  in 
the  wilds  of  Kentucky,  becoming  a  great  hunter, 
and  in  his  youth  used  to  go  to  the  Blue  Lick  Moun- 
tains, and  wander  over  them  for  months  in  pursuit 
of  panthers,  bears  and  deer.  About  1817-18  he 
emigrated  to  Scott  County,  Ind..  where  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming  until  his  death.  January 
■>■?.,  1835. 

The  premature  death  of  her  husband  left  the 
mother  of  our  subject  with  the  care  of  ten  chil- 
<lreu,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  only  four  years  of 
age.  She  nobly  shouldered  tlie  burden  of  their 
support,  and  worked  hard  to  rear  and  educate  them, 
which  she  did  in  a  very  able  manner.  She  lived  to 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  dying  July 
4.  1875,  and  leaving  behind  her  a  memory  that  Is 
revered  by  her  children.  She  came  of  a  sterling 
ancestr}'.  Her  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  New, 
and  she  was  born  near  Guilford  Court  House.  North 
Carolina,  December  6.  1780.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Jethro  New.  one  t>f  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, who  was  with  Washington  at  Vallej-  Forge. 
He  was  one  of  the  guards  that  had  charge  of  Maj. 
Andre  after  his  capture,  and  witnessed  the  execu- 
tion of  that  unfortunate  officer.  With  a  company 
of  three  hundre<l  he  emigrated  to  Kentucky  when 
ids  daughter  Elizabeth   was  only   twelve  years  old, 
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and  our  subject  has  often  heard  his  mother  speak 
of  the  hardships  and  privations  endured  on  that 
long  journey  tiirough  the  forests  and  over  the 
mountains.  All  the  household  goods  were  carried 
on  pack  horses,  as  there  were  no  wagon  roads 
through  the  wilderness,  an<5  the  little  partj^  was 
compelled  to  follow  Indian  trails  through  the  moun- 
tainous regions. 

The  pioneer  instincts  inherited  from  his  ancestors 
impelled  our  subject  to  seek  to  build  up  a  home  in 
a  still  more  newly-settled  country  than  tliat  in 
which  lie  had  been  reared,  and  in  1848  he  came 
to  this  county  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  early 
settlers,  and  teaching  school  for  a  few  winters. 
Years  of  industry,  thrift  and  good  manage- 
ment, have  placed  in  his  possession  a  substan- 
tial, well-developed  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirt3'  acres,  pleasantly  located  on  section  5,  Union 
Township,  and  here  he  has  a  comfortable  home. 
August  14,  1862,  he  threw  aside  his  work  to  re- 
spond to  his  country's  call  for  more  soldiers  tocarrj- 
on  the  terrible  war  that  was  then  being  waged  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South,  and  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  Seventy-second  Illinois  Infantr^^, 
which  was  commanded  by  Col.  Fred.  K.  Starling, 
of  Chicago.  His  enlistment  was  for  three  years 
or  i.ntil  the  war  ended.  His  regiment  was  sent  to 
Cairo,  and  thence  to  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  from  there 
to  Columbus,  in  the  same  Slate.  While  there  Mr. 
Harrod  was  taken  sick,  and  was  sent  to  the  regiment 
hospital,  thence  to  the  post  hospital  at  Columbus, 
Ky.,  and  from  there  to  Mound  City,  where  he  re- 
mained two  months,  being  then  discharged  for  gen- 
eral disability.  He  was  a  good  soldier,  and  now 
deservedly  has  a  pension  of  §10  a  month  as  part 
recompense  for  his  sufferings   while   in  the  army. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Harrod  returned  to  his  family 
in  Fulton  County,  and  has  ever  since  remained 
here  attending  to  iiis  farming  interests,  and  to  the 
duties  of  the  various  local  offices  that  he  has  held 
or  is  holding.  He  has  been  Jiistice  of  the  Peace 
for  twenty  years,  and  continues  to  fill  that  office; 
anrl  is  at  present  Notary  Public.  He  has  been 
School  Director,  Treasurer  and  Road  Commissioner. 
Religiously,  he  is  connected  with  tlie  Christian 
Ciiurch,  at  St.  Augustine,  as  or.c  of  its  prominent 
members,  and  as  Elder  of  the  Church,  which  posi- 


tion he  has  held  since  1870.  He  is  a  member  of 
Freeborn  Post,  No.  144,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is 
an  adherent  of  the  Republican  partj-. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Harrod  wks  married  to  Alley,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  James  Cox,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Fulton  County.  She  was  born  in  Canton,  De- 
cember 7,  1830,  and  possessed  those  noble  Christian 
graces  that  so  beautify  life,  and  her  death  August 
28,  1875,  was  the  occasion  of  much  mourning. 
She  left  five  children,  of  whom  the  following  is 
the  record:  Elizabeth  E.,  born  January  2,  1851, 
married  W.  E.  Brown,  of  St.  Augustine;  Lawson 
B.,  born  January  20,  1853,  who  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  C^uincj'  Rail- 
road for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  but  at  the  pres- 
ent at  the  old  homestead  ;  Nathan  W.,  born  January 
27,  1856,  married  Clara  Johnson,  and  lives  atRush- 
ville;  Hallock  V.,  born  December  15,  1861,  married 
Luc3'  Jennings,  and  lives  at  St.  Augustine;  Sharon 
L.,  born  February  1,  1871,  is  engaged  as  a  merchant 
at  St.  Augustine.  Lawson  B.,  Hallock  V.  and  Sha- 
ron L.  are  partners  in  the  mercantile  business. 

Mr.  Harrod  was  married  to  liis  present  wife  in 
1876.  Her  maiden  name  was  Eliza  J.  Babbitt, and 
she  was  born  March  28.  1847.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  her  and  our  subject,  namely:  Silva 
N.,  born  September  10.  1877;  Estie  A.,  May  22, 
1880;  Lee  F.,  April  13,  1882. 


r_^  ON.  JOHN  A.  LEEPER.  A  glance  at  the 
\Ij  ,i:t'ne:il<>gy  of  this  family  will  show  that  both 
;ii^'^  ilii'  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  have 
(|£i;  l)een  extensive  real  estate  owners  and  promi- 
nent men.  The  father  of  our  subjeot,Williara  Leeper 
and  his  mother,  Elleanor  (Lake)  Leeper,  were  both 
descendants  of  wealthy  and  intelligent  families,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
and  the  mother  of  Cincinnati.  The  Lake  family 
came  originally  from  Holland  and  possessed  those 
sturdy  traits  of  character  characteristic  of  the  na- 
tives of  that  country.  The}-  are  des'^endants  of  An- 
ncke  Jans  wliose  vast  estates  in  the  State  of  New 
York  have  been  for  so  long  in  litigation. 
We  first  find  the  Leeper  family  in  Pciins\ 
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in  the  old  Colonial  days.  Our  subject's  grandfather 
on  the  paternal  side  was  numbered  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  Ohio  and  in  that  State  the  father  passed 
his  youth.  Going  to  Cincinnati  to  engage  in  busi- 
ness he  met  and  married  Eileanor  Lake.  To  them 
were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  .lohn  A.  is  the 
eldest  and  the  others  are  named  .as  follows:  Isaac 
N..  Harriet,  Emeline,  Gilbert.  Oliver,  Charles, 
Henry,  Frank  and  Nettie.  The  family  removed 
to  Illinois  in  1840,  making  the  trip  in  a  prairie 
schooner  and  settling  in  Fairview.  As  the  years 
rolled  b^'  the  father  continued  to  add  to  his  financial 
resources  and  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  wealthy 
man.  The  mother  departed  this  life  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Slack,  in  this  township  in 
her  sevenly-sevisnth  year. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  3,  liS.'H,  and 
spent  a  happy  childhood  in  the  old  homestead  in 
Cincinnati.  His  early  recollections  are  closely  allied 
with  scenes  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  River,  a 
stream  that  charms  the  eye  and  lives  long  in  the 
»memory  of  those  to  whom  it  has  once  been  familiar. 
At  an  early  age  he  commenced  attending  school, 
and  from  the  start  evinced  a  real  fondness  for 
books.  After  coming  to  P'ulton  County  he  contin- 
ued his  studies  with  great  perseverance,  thus  lajing 
the  foundation  for  the  political  prominence  he 
gained  in  after  life.  When  twenty-one  ja-ars  of  age 
he  entertd  Mt.  Morris  Seminary  where  his  class- 
mates and  colleagues  included  such  men  as  Senator 
Cullom,  Gen.  Smith  D.  Atkins  and  Col.B.  F.  Sheets. 
Senator  Cullom  was  his  roommate  and  intimate 
friend  at  the  seminary  and  it  was  through  him  that 
our  subject  met  the  Senator's  sister,  who  at  a  later 
date  became  his  wife. 

Mr.  Leeper,  being  the  eldest  child,  was  called 
upon  to  assist  his  father  in  the  management  of  their 
large  estate  and  in  this  way  became  interested  in 
.agricultural  pursuits.  Such  was  his  success  in 
farming  that  he  has  continued  to  follow  this  as  a 
vocation.  To-daj'  he  is  universally  conceded  to 
rank  among  the  most  progressive  and  energetic 
agriculturists  of  this  township.  His  estate  comprises 
four  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  of  valuable 
land,  and  he  carries  on  farming  in  a  thorouglily 
advanced  way,  embracing  all  new  methods  of  im- 
j)roving  his  place. 


When  in  his  twenty-fourth  year  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  was  married  to  Miss  Linnie  Cullom, 
daughter  of  Richard  N.  Cullom  and  sister  of  .Sena- 
tor Shelby  M.  Cullom.  Her  father  was  born  near 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  her  mother,  Elizabeth  (Cof- 
fee) Cullom,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cullom  were  married  in  Lewiston,  Ky., 
and  their  union  was  blessed  with  eleven  children) 
the  first  seven  being  born  in  Kentucky,  the  others  in 
Illinois,  viz:  Eliza  .lane,  Polly,  Nancy.  Louis, 
Perry,  Shelby  M.  and  .lames  N.  (twins);  the  lat- 
ter died  in  inf.ancy;  Julia.  Emeline,  Linnie  anil 
Henry  Clay.  Our  subject  after  his  marriage  took 
up  the  duties  associated  with  farm  life.  Of  his 
marriage  have  been  born  four  children,  viz:  Lora 
E.,  who  married  Miss  Clara  Morton  and  lives 
on  Uie  homestead;  Addie  A.,  and  Ada  A.  de- 
ceased; and  Clara  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Simon  G. 
Bear,  of  Farmington. 

Mr.  Leeper  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  the 
fall  of  1876  and  served  in  that  important  position 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people 
He  has  a  clear  conception  of  the  duties  of  the 
American  legislator  and  sought  ever  to  maintain 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  that  sovereign  body. 
True  to  his  party  and  constituency  he  never 
swerved  from  the  path  of  duty  and  never  indulged 
in  needless  discussion  on  the  intro<iuction  of  bills 
merely  for  the  sake  of  gaining  notoriety.  To  every 
question  that  came  up  he  gave  his  earnest  and  careful . 
consideration  and  frankly  took  the  side  that  his 
judgment  told  him  was  conducive  to  the  welfare  of 
the  people.  Perhaps  no  man  in  this  county  is  more 
thoroughly  or  favorably  known  than  he,  as  a  man 
of  indisputable  character,  reliability  and  worth. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Leeper  is  a  model  of  conven- 
ience and  comfort  and  the  entire  premises  give  an 
air  of  prosperity  that  Ins  industry  and  intelligence 
merits.  The  fact  of  his  being  a  stanch  Republican 
is  so  thoroughly  known  th.at  any  mention  of  his 
political  party  preferences  in  this  work  would  be 
useless.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont and  has  attended  every  Republican  caucus 
and  supported  every  Republican  ticket,  whether 
National,  .State,  county  or  township  since  that  time. 
He  is  undoubtedly  the  most  prominent  politician 
in  the  township  and  is  a  man  of  considerable  learn- 
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ing,  well-inforraerl  on  business  topics  and  literary 
questions.  He  was  chosen  delegate  to  the  Senatorial 
Convention  held  at  Canton  July  15,  1890,  and  was 
Supervisor  of  Farmington  Township  previous  to 
his  election  as  Representative.  He  has  been  chosen 
executor  of  many  estates  and  has  been  appointed 
administrator  for  many  otiiers. 


J'^  ESSE  L.  RUBLE.    A  goodly 
residents  of  Canton  have  su 
I    in  their  endeavors  to  gain  a  ( 
'    the}'  are  enabled  to    spend 


'ESSE  L.  RUBLE.  A  goodly  number  of  the 
succeeded  so  well 
.  competence  that 
their  declining 
years  unharassed  by  anxious  thoughts  regarding 
their  future  support,  but  can  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  industry  and  the  recreations  suited  to  their 
tastes  and  circumstances.  Among  this  number  is 
the  gentleman  above  named,  who  for  more  than 
half  a  centur}'  was  engaged  in  business  in  this  place 
as  a  blacksmith,  but  who  has  now  retired. 

Mr.  Ruble  is  of  German  descent  in  both  lines, 
his  grandfathers,  George  Ruble  and  Michael  Grove, 
having  been  of  German  parentage.  His  paternal 
ancestor  w.ts  an  earlj^  settler  in  AVest  Virginia, 
where  his  son  Aaron  was  for  manj-  years  a  trader 
and  farmer.  He  married  Elizabeth  Grove,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  This  couple  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
only  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  father 
died  in  West  Virginia  and  the  mother,  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  removed  to  Central  Illinois,  mak- 
ing her  home  in  Canton  during  the  remainder  of 
her  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wood  County.  W.  Va.. 
in  tlic  vicinity  of  Parkersburg,  September  18,  1814. 
After  learning  his  trade  he  worked  as  a  journey- 
man and  at  odd  times  was  occupied  in  flat-boating 
on  the  river.  In  1842  he  came  to  Canton,  and  opened 
a  blacksmith  shop.  He  did  general  blacksralthing 
and  iiorsp-shoeing  until  May,  1890,  when  he  retired 
to  enjoy  thi!  fruits  of  his  industry  and  the  rest  to 
which  his  long  labors  entitled  him. 

Mr.  Ruble  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  life 
companion,  winning  for  his  wife  Miss  Jemima, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  Garmo,    who    at  that 


time  were  living  in  Canton.  Mrs.  Ruble  was  born 
in  Franklin  Oounty,  Pa.,  and  possessed  many  of 
the  qualities  which  fitted  her  for  the  duties  of  wife- 
hood and  motherhood.  Her  marriage  look  place  in 
1848,  and  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  cliildren, 
a  son  and  daughter.  Mary  C.  is  now  housekeeper 
for  her  father,  her  mother  having  died  March  26, 
1890,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  her  age.  John  B. 
died  in  1886  when  thirty-four  3'ears  old;  lie  had 
been  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  drug  business. 
Mrs.  Ruble  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  and  carefully  instilled  good  prin- 
ciples into  the  minds  of  her  children. 

Mr.  Ruble  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  15.  I.  O. 
0.  F.  His  first  Presidential  ballot  was  cast  for 
James  K.  Polk  and  his  last  for  Grover  Cleveland. 
Although  sevent3'-six3-ears  old,  he  is  still  hale  and 
hearty,  and  expects  to  again  be  able  to  cast  a  Dem- 
ocratic ballot.  He  is  comfortably  located  on  the 
corner  of  Twelfth  and  Union  Streets  and  enjoys 
tiic  esteem  of  many  acquaintances. 


I:: 


ATHIAS  B.  SWEGLE.     His  not  e.ise  but 
effort  that  makes  the  noblest  men.     There 
perhaps,  no  station  in  life  where  diffl- 
'•^  cull.ics  do  not  have  to  be  encountered  and 

obstacles  overcome,  and  not  until  these  obstacles  are 
overcome  is  the  nobilitj'  of  the  character  proved.  The 
native-born  citizens  of  Fulton  Countj',  who  have 
now  reached  the  prime  of  life  had,  in  youth,  many 
obstacles  to  vanquish,  for  the  land  was  uncultivated 
and  the  surrounding  country  bleak  and  inhospita- 
ble. With  ever}-  passing  year  the  standard  of 
civilization  has  been  raised,  and  through  the  efforts 
of  the  sturdy  pioneers  the  county  has  attained 
a  proud  position  among  others  in  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  August  31. 
1842,  in  Fairview  Township,  Fulton  County,  111. 
His  parents,  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Thorp)  Swegle, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  former  learning 
tlie  charcoal  trade,  and  being  a  farmer  in  his  native 
State.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in 
Germanv  and  the  maternal  relatives  also  came  from 


^v^ 


KiTrtr:E 


to6^* 


Residence  OF  M.B.SwEGLE, Sec. 16.  FairviewTp.  Fulton  Co.iLL 


Residence  or  S.  P.  Addis,5ec.5.BannerTp.Fulton  Co.Ill 


a 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


tlie  Fatherland.  The  father  removed  from  New 
Jersey  to  Penns^'lvania,  where,  for  four  years,  he 
followed  his  trade  and  whence,  in  1834,  lie  removed 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  Fulton  County.  After  living 
for  a  time  with  a  brother,  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  fine  farming  land  in  Fairview  Township.  lie  and 
his  wife  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Isaac  D.,  Mary  A.,  John  W.,  Hester  R.,  Sarah  A.. 
Mathias  B.  and  Jacob  G. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  man's  estate 
in  Fulton  County,  attending  the  district  schools 
and  learning  the  many  duties  belonging  to  farm 
life.  Wlien  ready  to  establish  home  ties  of  his  own, 
he  was  married  January  1,  1873,  to  Miss  Mary  C. 
Gannett,  daughter  of  George  and  Isabella  (Mc- 
Farland )  Gannett,  natives  respectively  of  Allegheny 
County,  and  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Mr.  Gunnett  and  his 
wife  were  united  in  marriage  in  Fulton  County,  and 
afterward  located  in  Fairview  Township,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  eightj--one  and  one-half  acres 
and  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  died  in 
18G7  at  the  early  age  of  forty-five  years;  his  wife 
survived  him  and  is  still  living  in  Fairview  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  record  of  their  seven 
children  is  as  follows:  Samuel  M.,  Mary  C,  Sarah 
J.,  Andrew  J.,  Mary  C.  (Mrs.  Swegle)  who  was  born 
iu  Fairview  Township;  George  and  Joseph. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  settled  on  the  Swegle  homestead,  where 
they  have  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  present.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Round  Top  Grange,  which  was 
organized  in  1863  and  afterward  revised.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Fairview  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  lodge,  No. 
350,  and  has  served  as  AVorshipful  Master  for  three 
terms.  He  is  identified  with  the  Eastern  Star,  No. 
99,  .and  to  this  his  wife  also  belongs.  In  fact,  she 
was  instrumental  in  its  organization  and  has  been 
its  Worthy  Matron  since  its  organization  in  No- 
vember, 188C,  until  the  present  time,  1890.  In  his 
political  convictions  Mr.  Swegle  is  a  Democrat  and 
is  much  interested  in  both  local  and  national 
Ijolitics.  He  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  distinction  of 
iR'ingtiie  first  couple  married  in  Fairview  Townsiiip, 
who  were  natives  thereof. 

Not  only  is  Mr.  Swegle  interested  in  farming, 
but  he  has  also  devoted  special  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  and  is  at  this  time,  1890,  the  owner  of  some 


valuable  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  the  breeding 
of  Durham  cattle  and  Percheron  horses.  He  comes 
of  a  pioneer  family,  his  uncle.  Mathias  Swegle,  be- 
ing the  first  settler  in  this  township  ami  one  of  the 
first  in  Fulton  County,  having  ('ome  here  in  1829. 
He  figured  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  served  as 
the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  here.  By  trade  he  was 
a  blacksmith  and  was  a  very  popular  and  fine  look- 
ing gentleman. 

The  pleasant  residence  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swegle  entertain  their  many  frien<ls,  is  represented 
by  a  view  on  another  page. 

■^■.g.i.I.r.g-.- 


(C^IMOX  P.ADDIS.  M.any  of  the  nalive- 
,^^^  born  citizens  of  this  county  have  adopted 
Ift/^  an  agricultural  career,  and  are  accomplish- 
ing their  purpose  of  securing  good  homes 
wherein  all  the  comforts  of  our  advanced  civiliza- 
tion may  be  enjoyed.  Among  this  number  is  the 
gentleman  above  named,  whose  estate  on  section 
5,  Banner  Township,  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  acres,  on  which  stand  the  various 
outbuildings  thought  necessary-  by  a  progressive 
farmer,  together  with  a  beautiful  modern  residence 
erected  in  1889  at  a  cost  of  -^2.00('.  The  soil  is 
naturally  fertile  and  every  effort  is  made  to  in- 
crease its  productiveness  by  a  proper  rotation  of 
crops  and  the  wise  use  of  drainage  or  ferliliznlion. 
as  seems  advisable.  The  commodious  residence 
and  pleasant  surroundings  are  represented  by  a 
view  on  another  page. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren born  to  Aaron  and  Jane  (.Snydam)  Addis,  of 
Banner  Township.  The  father  is  now  deceased, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Bucklieart  Township.  February  18,  1843,  and  passed 
his  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmers'  sous.  He 
worked  on  the  home  farm  until  August,  18G2. 
when  he  was  able  to  accomplish  his  desire  to  enter 
the  armies  of  his  country  and  devote  the  strength 
of  his  right  arm  to  the  preservation  of  the  Fnion. 
Responding  to  the  call  for  three  hundred  thniisand 
troops,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K.One  Hundred  and 
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Third  Illinois  Infantry,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Dickerman.  and  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Peoria. 

Tlie  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Fifteenth 
Arm^-  Corps,  commanded  113'  the  gallant  John  A. 
Logan,  and  formed  a  jiart  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  It  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  that 
department,  but  young  Addis  was  detailed  for  pro- 
vost duty,  and  was  absent  from  his  regiment  much 
of  the  lime.  He  has  preserved  all  his  orders,  which 
prove  interesting  reading  lo  a  student  of  the 
Civil  War,  but  his  modesty  prevents  him  from 
publishing  them  in  this  life  record.  For  three 
years  he  acted  well  his  part  as  a  loyal,  valiant  man, 
faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  and  watchful 
over  the  territory  in  wiiich  he  had  jurisdiction. 
He  received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Chicago  | 
July  5,  1865,  having  been  mustered  out  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  after  participating  in  the  Grand  Review 
dt  Washington.  He  had  never  missed  a  roll-call 
or  taken  a  dose  of  medicine  while^in  the  service. 

On  his  return  to  his  home  in  August,  1865,  Mr. 
Addis  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land,  and  on 
November  1,  1866,  was  happily  married  to  Miss 
Georgianna  Sheaff,  of  Westmoreland  County.  Pa. 
This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  . 
Sheaflf,  and  under  their  care  and  training  grew  to 
womanhood  with  much  useful  knowledge  and 
many  virtues  of  heart.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Addis  bought  the  beautiful  farm  he  now  occupies, 
where  he  has  continued  to  give  his  attention  to  thu 
calling  of  a  farmer,  wooing  from  the  soil  abundant 
crops  and  surrounding  himself  with  the  best  of 
rural  belongings.     • 

Mr.  and  Mr.  Addis  have  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  the  following  survive:  Delia,  wife  of  Leroy 
C.  Ballard,  living  in  Buckheart  Township;  Web- 
ster, age<l  fourteen;  Grace,  aged  twelve;  Russell, 
aged  nine,  and  Grover,  aged  four,  who  add  to  the 
charm  of  the  fireside. 

Mv.  Addis  is  an  active  Democrat  of  the  Stephen 
A.  Douglas  school,  and  takes  a  part  in  the  councils  | 
of  the  party  at  conventions,  etc.  He  is  at  present 
Supervisor  of  Banner  Township  and  formerly  held  [ 
the  position  of  Highway  Commissioner  more  than  ! 
fifteen  year?,  and  was  School  Director  fourteen  ' 
ycais    conlinuously.      He    is    Master   of    Banner   ' 


Grange.  No.  1643,  P.  of  H.,  and  was  the  repre- 
sentative to  the  State  Grange.  He  also  belongs  to 
Olive  Branch  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F..  at  Canton.  His 
reputation  is  well  established  as  a  man  of  honor, 
reliability  and  true  worth,  and  he  is  respected  in 
due  proportion. 


AMUEL  EDWARDS.  It  is  always  a  pleas- 
ure to  see  persevering  industry  crowned 
with  success  and  to  find  those  of  middle 
age  able  to  retire  from  the  toils  of  life 
and  spend  their  declining  3'ears  in  comfort  and  re- 
pose. A  goodly  number  of  the  citizens  of  this 
county  have  met  with  such  success  in  their  worldly 
affairs  that  the^'  have  no  fears  for  the  future. 
Among  this  number  is  Samuel  Edwards,  the  krgest 
landowner  in  Ellisville  Township  and  one  of  its 
most  prosperous  citizens.  He  is  a  general  favorite, 
having  many  fine  qualities  of  character,  and  his 
friends  will  be  pleased  to  read  this  record  of  his 
life. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Jesse  Ed- 
wards whose  birth  took  place  in  Maryland  on  the 
south  branch  of  thePotomac  River.  When  seven- 
teen years  old  he  joined  the  "Old  Continentals" 
serving  through  the  Revolution.  He  then  settled 
in  Kentucky  where  he  combined  the  occupations  of 
farming  and  hunting.  During  the  early  settlement 
of  Ohio  he  located  in  Adams  County,  buying  land 
which  he  improved  and  made  his  home  for  some 
years.  He  was  of  large  physique  and  strong  con- 
stitution and  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  four 
years  old.  His  death  took  place  in  Scioto  County. 
He  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a  Squire 
for  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Kentucky 
and  likewise  bore  the  name  of  Jesse.  He  was 
reared  in  Ohio  and  upon  reaching  manhood  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Adams  County.  After  having 
improved  a  tract  of  land  there  he  sold  it  and  pur- 
chased five  miles  distant,  across  the  line  in  Scioto 
County.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He   was    identified    with   the   Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church.  His  death  occuned  when  he  was  forty 
years  old.  His  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Prater,  survived  him,  dying  in  1870.  She 
was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  a  sister  in  that  State.  Her  father,  Maj. 
John  Prater,  a  native  of  Maryland,  was  an  early 
settler  in  Adams  County,  Indians  still  lingering  in 
that  vicinity  when  he  located  and  wild  game  was 
abundant.  Bears  would  come  close  to  the  house 
and  carry  off  pigs,  making  it  necessary  for  the 
members  of  the  family  to  be  very  watchful.  Maj. 
Prater  received  his  commission  during  the  War  of 
1812;  he  died  at  the  age  of  sevent}'  j-ears. 

The  parental  family  included  nine  sons  and 
daughters,  he  of  whom  we  write  being  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  The  third  child,  John,  died  when 
seventeen  years  old  and  the  fifth,  William,  in  West- 
ern Missouri.  The  latter  was  in  the  Civil  War 
about  a  year  and  his  brother  Allen  served  two 
years.  Those  of  the  family  now  living  are  Mrs. 
Matilda  White  in  Effingham  County;  Mrs.  Cather- 
ine Moore  in  Ohio;  our  subject;  Mrs.  Celia  Ann 
Coffman  in  Rice  County,  Kan.;  Mrs.  Mary  Thomp- 
son in  Ohio;  Allen  in  Ellisville  Township;  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Newman  in  Oregon. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  25, 
1821,  and  his  birthplace  the  farm  near  West  I'nion, 
Adams  County,  Ohio.  He  was  reared  in  Scioto 
County  from  the  age  of  seven  years  and  iniiis  boy- 
hood attended  subscription  and  free  schools  in  the 
old  fashioned  log  schoolhouse  with  its  greased  paper 
windows  and  home-made  furniture.  His  principal 
text-book  was  Webster's  Elementary  Spelling  Book, 
with  which  he  became  so  familiar  that  he  can  even 
yet  recite  many  of  the  lists  of  words  which  he 
studied  again  and  again.  He  was  early  set  to  work 
or.  the  farm  which  he  helped  to  improve  and  of 
which  he  took  charge  when  quite  young.  The 
father  died  when  our  suliject  was  ten  years  olcl, 
and  his  older  brother  being  a  cripple,  his  own  share 
of  the  home  duties  was  greater  than  would  other- 
wise have  been  the  case. 

When  twenty- one  years  old  Mr.  Edwards  began 
farming  for  himself,  renting  the  homestead  until 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  about  four  years 
later.  He  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
old  home  until   1850,    when   he   bought  land   noar 


Rockville  on  the  Ohio  River.  The  land  was  im- 
proved and  Mr.  Edwards  operated  it  until  the 
spring  of  1855  when,  wishing  for  more  land,  he 
sold  and  came  to  the  newer  State  of  Illinois.  His 
journey  was  performed  on  a  boat  to  Liverpool, 
thence  by  wagon  to  Ellisville,  which  he  made  his 
home  until  1859.  He  rented  land  and  continued 
his  farm  pursuits  and  after  a  time  bought  a  place 
in  town.  Avon  was  the  most  convenient  market 
at  that  time  and  ''stump-tail"  money  was  in  use. 
The  farmers  received  fourteen  cents  per  bushel  for 
their  corn. 

In  1859  Mr.  Edwards  bought  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 18,  Ellisville  Township,  and  locating  there 
improved  the  land,  grubbing  out  stumps  and  other- 
wise preparing  the  soil  for  cultivation.  In  1864 
he  sold  that  farm  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  on  sections  1  i)  and  20.  which  was  valued 
at  $.3,000  and  for  which  he  went  in  debt.  To  this 
acreage  he  has  since  added,  his  real  estate  in  the 
township  n(yw  amounting  to  about  four  hundred 
afiTS.  It  is  valuable  bottom  land,  bordering  on 
Spoon  River,  on  which  Ihoro  has  never  been  a  fail- 
ure of  crops.  It  isall  improved  with  two  complete 
sets  of  farm  buildings.  Mr.  Edwards  raises  grain 
and  hogs,  has  some  eighteen  head  of  good  draft 
horses  on  the  farm,  and  feeds  cattle  and  swine  quite 
extensively.  In  1886  ho  gave  up  farm  work  ami 
now  rents  his  estate,  furnishing  stock,  etc.,  and  re- 
ceiving a  share  of  the  proceeds.  Besides  this  large 
estate  Mr.  Edwards  owns  other  pro|)erty,  all  of 
which  has  been  secured  through  his  own  efforts,  as 
he  started  in  life  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder. 

Mr.  Edwards -has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  was  solemnized  March  3,  1846,  his  bride 
being  Miss  Sarah  Dodds.  This  good  woman  was 
a  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Anna  (Tucker)  Dodds, 
of  whom  an  account  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  John 
W.  Dodds  on  another  page  in  this  Ai.iu  m.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Edwards  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State  and 
died  in  this  county  in  1877.  She  was  the  mother 
of  six  children  of  whom  we  note  the  following:  J. 
Q.,  owns  and  operates  one  hundred  and  sixty  .icres 
of  land  in  Howard  County.  Meh. ;  A.  (i..  a  gradu- 
ate of  Hedding  College,  at  -\bingdon,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  at 
Omaha.  Neb.;  Wir.lield  S..  a  graduate  of  the  com- 
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mercinl  college  at  Quiney  and  a  student  of  Hed- 
ding  College,  studied  law  with  Tliomas  Boyd,  of 
Lcwistown  and  is  now  [ji-acticing  his  profession 
tliore  and  discharging  the  duties  of  County  Judge; 
Martha  died  when  sixteen  years  old;  William,  after 
having  taught  school  for  a  time,  is  now  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  with  his 
brother,  A.  G.;  Mary  was  formerly  a  school  teacher 
l)ut  is  now  the  wife  of  Andrew  Sullivan,  a  barber 
in  Kllisville. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  cele- 
brated ill  Chester  Township,  Knox  County,  Janu- 
arv  10,  1878.  The  lady  who  then  became  his  wife 
was  Mrs.  Lydia  Webster,  nee  Glailman.  She  was 
born  at  Gray  Shot,  Muskingum  County,  Ohio, 
Febru.iry  23,  IH39.  She  came  to  Illinois  with  her 
parents  in  her- infancy,  and  in  1854  the  family  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  where  she  remained  until  1859, 
then  returned  to  this  county.  On  February  12, 
1861,  she  married  Martin  Webster.  That  gentle- 
man was  born  in  Chautauqua,  N.  Y.,  came  to  this 
county  witii  the  pioneer  settlers  and  after  his  mar- 
riat.<c  bought  a  farm  on  section  8  and  established 
ln.s  home  there.  This  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  improved  land  i.<  still  owned  by  Mrs. 
lulwards.  Mr.  Webster  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  gave  his  political  support  to  the  Democratic 
party. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Edwards  was  W.  B. 
C!  lad  man,  a  native  of  Gray  Shot,  Ohio,  and  her 
grandfather,  Thomas  Gladraan,  a  Revolutionary 
snldler  and  early  settler  on  the  Muskingum  River. 
'I'he  former  followed  farming  in  his  native  State 
until  1839,  when  he  came  West  with  his  family, 
settling  near  Middle  Grove,  this  count3'.  He 
bought  a  tract  of  raw  land  which  he  reclaimed,  re- 
siding upon  it  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to 
Henry  County,  Iowa.  There  he  embarked  in  hotel- 
keeping,  but  died  in  the  spring  of  1855.  His  wife, 
formerly  Catherine  Drum,  was  born  in  Virginia 
and  was  four  years  old  when  her  parents  removed 
to  Ohio  with  pack  horses.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Glad  man  she  bought  property  in  New  London, 
Iowa,  continuing  to  make  her  hometheie  and  finally 
marrying  Thomas  H.  Bristow,  a  wagon  and  cai- 
riage-inaker.  She  breathed  her  last  in  1877.  Slit' 
belonged    to    the    Metluxlist  t^piscopal   Church  in 


which   her  first  husband  had    been  a  Class-Leader. 

The  living  biothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Edwards 
are  Thomas,  who  now  lives  in  Hopkins,  Mo.;  John 
W.,  in  Kansas;  William  H.,  in  Mercer  County,  this 
Stale;  Mary  C,  widow  of  Phillip  Smith  who  was 
Ave  years  in  the  army;  Milton  H.,  who  lives  in 
Hopkins,  Mo. ;  and  Mahlon,  who  resides  in  New 
London,  Iowa.  The  deceased  are  Asbury,  whoso 
death  occurred  in  Iowa,  and  Alzina,  who  died  when 
a  year  old.  Four  of  the  fraternal  band  were  in 
tiie  Union  Army.  Thomas  served  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Illinois  Infantry  from  August,  1862. 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  John  W.  enlisted  in 
the  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry  in  1861  and  Asbury 
in  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantrv',  both  veteran- 
izing. William  H.  entered  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa 
Infantry  when  but  eighteen  years'old ;  and  escaped 
unhurt,  although  he  participated  in  twenty-six  hard- 
fought  battles. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  present 
wife  are  Frankie,  now  deceased;  W.  B.,  an  attor- 
ney at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan., who  studied  in  Hedding  and 
Abingdon  Colleges;  Hattie,  who  married  L.  G.  New, 
acarpenter  at  St.  Joe,  Mo.;  C'elia.  who  is  at  home; 
Estella,  who  died  when  four  months  old;  M.  Asa,  a 
farmer  in  Union  Township;  and  Lois,  who  married 
H.  Mitchell,  likewise  a  farmer  in  Union  Township. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  been  Pathmaster  for  years,  was 
Commissioner!  of  Highways  ten  years  and  has  also 
served  as  School  Director.  He  is  a  Republican 
and  one  of  the  lirst  men  who  voted  the  Abolition 
ticket.  Mrs.  Edwards  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church. 


» 


J.  MILLARD.  The  law  firm  of  Hufford  & 
illard  stands  very  high  in  the  estimation 
of  the  people  of  Canton,  as  the  young  men 
who  compose  it  are  persons  of  strict  integ- 
rity and  high  honor,  and  are  al  o  well  versed  in 
jurisprudence.  The  junior  member  of  the  firm 
was  intended  for  the  ministry,  but  early  in  life 
showed  that  his  tastes  led  him  in  a  different  direc- 
tion. In  boyhood  he  took  advantage  of  every  op- 
poiUmity  to  listen  to  the  pleas  of  the  local  lawyers 
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and  would  rehearse  theni'jn  the  privacy  of  liis 
home.  Sucli  indications  of  a  predilection  for  the 
law  were  not  to  bo  withstood,  and  after  acquiring 
a  literary  education  he  followed  the  bent  of  his 
mind  in  professional  studies. 

Mr.  Millard  is  of  French  ancestry  in  the  paternal 
line.  His  grandfather  came  from  Rhode  Island  to 
this  ^jtate  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of 
this  section,  and  made  a  settlement  in  Cuba.  There,  \ 
George  Millard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  i 
and  followed  in  his  father's  footsteps  as  a  tiller  of 
the  soil.  He  married  Margaret  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio,  but  accompanied  her  [)areuts,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Smith,  to  this  State  in  her 
infancy.  She  is  still  living,  but  her  companion 
laid  aside  the  cares  of  earth  in  1879.  The  parents 
reared  six  children,  of  whom  those  surviving  at 
this  writ  ng  are  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Shaw.  Henry, 
Reuben,  George  and  our  subject. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  at 
Cuba,  April  14,  1867.  He  gained  a  preliminary 
education  in  the  district  school,  followed  it  by  two 
years  study  in  the  High  School  of  Cuba,  this  in 
turn  being  supplemented  b^'  a  two  years'  course 
at  Shattuck  College,  in  Quiucy.  He  took  the  first 
year  of  his  law  course  in  the  Gem  City,  but  was 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  Michi- 
gan State  University  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1890.  Re- 
turning to  this  county,  he  formed  a  partneiship 
with  M.  F.  Hufiford.  His  business  is,  of  course, 
in  its  infancy,  but  judging  from  the  qualities  of 
his  mind  and  the  energy  of  his  i  ature  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Millard  predict  a  brilliant  and  useful  future 
for  him.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  the 
Gem  City  Lodge,  in  Quincy. 

s*^)  NOS  TARTER.  The  portrait  on  the  oppo- 
|W)  site  page  represents  a  farmer  and  horlicul- 
i|Cl^'  turistof  Farmers  Township,  who  is  probably 
as  widely  known  as  any  resident  therein.  He 
raises  much  fruit  of  excellent  quality,  shipping  ex- 
tensively, has  also  a  good  nursery  and  is  not  behind 
his  neighbors  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of  his 
farm  crops.     He  lias  been  useful  to  his  fclluw-mon 


in  various  ways  and  eommanils  a  high  measure  of 
their  esteem. 

Cioiug  back]  in  the  ancestral  line  a  few  genera- 
tions,'we  Bnd;  Peter  Tarter,  a  German. "who  emi- 
grated to  Virginia,  there  rearing  a  family,  among 
whom  was  a  son,  Peter.  This  son  became  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  and  at  the  battle  of  Cowpens  had 
an  eye  shot  out,  and  also  had  the  fingers  of^his  left 
hand  severed  while  holding  his  gun  aloft  to  avert 
a  sabre  stroke.  He  was  one  of  ten  Revolutionary 
soldiers  who  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  ten  years 
of  age.  "  F'>i'  thirty  years  before  [hisTdealh  he  was 
totally  blind.  He  luad  a  son,  also  named]  Peter, 
who  [reached  the"  age  of  one  hundred  and^eight 
years.  Another  member  of  the  family  was  Fred- 
erick, the^ father  of  our  sul)ject.  who  was  for  some 
time  a  resident  of  Pul.aski  County,  Ky.  Thence 
with  his  wife  and  one  child  he  removed  to  Indiana, 
where  his  second  child,  Peter  S.,'now  an  attorney 
of  this  county,  was  born.  Some  time  afterward 
they  removed  to  Illinois,  which  w.is  then  considered 
the  Far  West,  their  arrival  in  this  county  being  in 
1828. 

Here  a  daughter,  Lydia.  w:is  born  in  1830,  and 
January,  1832,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light. ~  At  theltime  of  his  birth. his 
father  was  absent  participating  '_in  the  Black  Hawk 
AVar,  during  which  he  served  under  Gen.  Stillnian. 
The  first  home  of  the  family  was  in  a  rented  cabin 
on  section  16.  Farmers  Township,  where  they  spent 
the  winter,  after  which  they  "squatted"  on  a  tract 
of  land  on  section  2.  where  tlie  father  established 
his  right  to  a  quarter  section.  When  the  land  came 
into  market  he  purchased  it.  being  obliged  to  go 
to  Quincy  to  file  his  claim,  as  there  was  no  laml- 
office  nearer.  He  made  his  journey  in  a  carriage 
belonging  to  Mr.  Brand,  the  vehicle  having  half 
springs  and^being  covered^witli  jnuslin  whicli  was 
painted  with  oil  and  lampblack. 

The  land  of  Mr.  Tarter  bordered  on  Spoon 
River,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  wooils  on  the 
bottoms,  was  mostly"  prairie.  The  appearance  i.f 
the  country  has  materially  clmnged^since^that  tim<;, 
there  now  being  much. more  woodland  than  then. 
Mr.  Tarter  made  shoes  for  his  own  family  and  fo' 
many  others  in  the  neighborhood.;  Iiis/.llrst  efforts 
in  tliat  line  having  been  for  wed«Ung  parlies.     The 
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son  of  wliom  we  write  says  that  be  wore  none  until 
old  enough  to  help  raise  the  cattle  and  pull  the  tan- 
bark  which  secured  to  them  the  leather.  The  first 
school  he  attended  was  taught  by  an  old  Virginian 
named  Thornton,  in  a  little  log  Iiuilding  on  section 
1  2.  The  chief  ability  of  the  master  lay  in  drinking 
wiiisky.  which  was  at  tiiat  lime  used  by  every  fam- 
ily. The  master  would  sit  on  a  split-bottom  chair 
while  the  little  urchins  stood  before  him  to  answer 
questions,  with  the  expectation  of  having  tlie  big 
white  hickory  cudgel  come  down  over  their  heads 
and  shoulders  if  an  error  was  made. 

Mr.  Tarler's  family  was  fortunate  in  having 
good  instruction  at  home,  the  mother  being  a  lady 
of  culture  who  taught  them  much  more  than  they 
learned  at  school  during  tlieir  early  years.  Tliey 
were  in  the  habit  of  having  spelling  schools  at 
home  and  otherwise  had  knowledge  made  interest- 
ing to  them.  Their  attendance  at  tiie  subscription 
school  was  generally  about  three  months  in  the 
winter.  They  were  supplied  with  homespun  cloth- 
ing through  the  efforts  of  their  devoted  mother, 
who,  like  many  another  pioneer  woman,  bore  a 
large  share  in  the  burdens  with  which  life  on  the 
frontier  abounded.  This  estimable  lady  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Christiana  Whitele}',  being  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Whiteley,  of  Kentucky,  who 
became  a  large  manufacturer  in  Ohio,  witii  the  his- 
tory of  which  State  he  was  quite  prominently 
identified. 

In  1857  Frederick  Tarter  removed  to  Missouri. 
settling  in  Grundy  County,  vvhere  he  was  living 
wlien  the  war  broke  out.  He  was  wounded  Iiy  a 
busliwhacker,  his  injury  being  the  real  cause  of  his 
deatl),  which  occurrerl  in  Iowa  in  1871.  He  had 
five  sons  in  the  Union  Army,  one  of  whom  with  a 
squad  of  men  returned  to  his  home  and  soon  after- 
ward the  bushwhacker's  hat  was  hanging  on  his 
neighbor's  fence,  but  tiie  man  could  not  be  found. 
One  of  the  sons,  John  Tarter,  was  a  Captain  in  the 
Tliird  Missouri  Cavalry. 

The  first  mill  our  subject  can  remember  was  at 
^'ernu)nt,  run  by  horse-power,  and  the  flour  sifted 
through  bolting  cloth  by  the  old  process  of  a 
sliaker.  New  corn  was  grated  by  a  grater  and 
baked  in  tlie  old-fashioned  fireplace,  the  corncake 
being  often    placed  on    a    board.     The    household 


utensils  comprised  skillets,  pots,  frying-pans  and 
an  oven.  Meat  was  abundant  in  the  woods,  deer 
and  wild  turkeys  being  especially  plentiful.  Mr. 
Tarter  has  counted  as  many  as  one  hundred  and 
twenty  deer  in  one  herd  on  his  father's  place. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  "Fulton  County 
History  :"  "  It  will  be  interesting  to  all  our  readers 
to  learn  of  the  encounter  Mr.  Enos  Tarter  once 
had  with  a  deer.  November  17,  1851,  while  riding 
home  from  a  day's  threshing  with  his  machine,  he 
discovered  a  very  large  deer  crossing  the  road  a 
short  distance  ahead.  He  thought  that  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  having  some  fun,  and  accordingly 
put  spurs  to  his  old  horse  that  worked  on  the 
threshing  machine,  and  came  up  to  the  deer  in  the 
tall  grass,  and  attempted  to  strike  him  down  with 
bis  knifCj  but  it  being  blunt,  he  failed  in  that. 
Then  he  took  the  deer  b}'  the  tail,  and  at  this  part 
of  the  drama  the  animal  turned  and  horned  the 
horse,  which  caused  him  to  make  a  sudden  turn 
and  Mr.  Tarter  was  dragged  off. 

"Now,  Mr.  Tarter  and  the  nimble  deer  had  a 
close  encounter,  both  fighting  hard  for  their  lives. 
They  had  it  round  and  round,  Mr.  Tarter  holding 
on  to  his  "tail  hold,'  until  they  both  found  them- 
selves head  to  heels  in  the  ditch,  with  Mr.  Tarter 
on  top.  Every  time  the  deer  tried  to  rise  up  he 
pressed  his  enemy  against  the  overiianging  turf, 
rendering  his  efforts  fruitless.  Finallj',  about 
10.30  P.  M.  he  killed  the  deer,  and  reached  home 
at  1 1  o'clock  witli  a  pair  of  pants  and  a  peice  of  a 
siiirt  on.  He  still  carries  a  sore  on  his  head  from  a 
wound  he  received  by  the  hoof  of  the  animal  in 
this  conflict.  The  horns  of  tlie  animal  are  still  on 
exhibition  in  the  oflSce  of  the  County  Treasurer  in 
Lewistown.  Mr.  Tarter,  on  another  occasion, 
caught  a  deer  by  the  fore-leg  as  ic  was  jumping 
over  the  fence." 

When  near  twenty-one  years  of  age  Enos  Tarter 
was  married  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Ho^'le,  Sr., 
one  of  the  old  settlers  of  this  county.  She  is  of 
English  ancestry  and  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
whence  she  came  hither  during  the  early  years  of 
her  girlhood.  Like  her  husband,  she  was  reared 
amid  surroundings  which  developed  the  study  vir- 
tues of  industry,  hospitalitj'  and  good-will,  and  has 
proved  her  worth  as  a  wife  and   mother  for  many 
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years.     The  family  of  Mr.  and   Mrs, 
sists  of  nine  c'liiUlren.  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
.  Of  lliose  wiio  grew  to  maturity  we  note  the  fol- 
lowing: Mary  married  Charles   Ramsey,  of  Iowa, 
in  which  State  she  resided;  while  on  a  visit  to  her 
parents  she  took  a  congestive  cliill  and  died,  leav- 
ing an  orphan  son  and  daughter.     Tlie  boy  is  with    I 
his  father  in  Iowa,  and  the  daughter,  Leora,  makes   i 
her  home  with  the  grandparents  of  whom  we  write. 
Abbie  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Harlow,  a  carpenter  of   1 
Denver.Colo.,  their  family  consisting  of  one  chihl ;   ] 
Ida  is  the  wife  of  William  Harlow,  also  of  Denver, 
a  conductor  on  a   railroad;  their    family   includes 
four  children;  Sarah  married   Albert   Hamni,  and 
has  four  children,  her   home    being  on  a  farm  on 
section    10,   Farmers    Township;  Lavinia,  wife  of 
Washington  Burgess,  a  teacher  in  this  county,  and 
formerly  Government  Clerk  in  Peoria,  has  borne 
one  child,  now  deceased;  Lydia  and  Harry  E.  still 
reside    under    the    parental    roof.     All   have  been 
well  educated,  have  made  a  good  start  in  life  and 
are  meeting  willi  satisfactory  success  in  their  life's 
labors. 

Mr.  Tarter  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs. 
He  has  been  elected  to  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Town  Collector,  Road   Commissioner,  and 
was  also  Supervisor  of  the  Poor,  and  a  delegate  to 
State  Conventions.     His  service  as  Road  Commis- 
sioner extended  over  a  period  of  three  years,  and 
he  has  acted  as  Justice   for  a  long  time.     He  has 
likewise  been  prominently   mentioned  for  Sheriff. 
He  has  made  law  quite  a  study,  is  entitled  to  prac- 
tice before  a  Justice  and  has  many  cases  to  attend 
to,    his  practice  extending   into   the   surrounding 
townships.     His  skill  in  the  treatment  of  cattle  and 
horses  is  well  known,  and  he  is  frequently  sent  for 
by  his  neighbors,  who  have  great  confidence  in  him 
as   a  veterinary  surgeon.     He  is  also  very  handy 
with  tools,  haviiig  run  a  sawmill  which  he  started 
without   assistance,   one   of    the   difficult   matters 
which   he  successfully  accomplished   being  that  of 
making  a  head  to  the  piston  rod.     He  is  identified 
with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  bears  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  work  of  the  society,  often  si)eakmg 
in  public,  delivering  sermons,  offering  eulogies,  etc. 
The  farm  of  Mr.  Tarter   is  covered  with  Indian 


arrowheads  find  other  specimens  of  Aboriginul 
origin.  The  three  mounds  which  are  on  the  land 
have  beenjfound  to  contain  many  articles  of  pre- 
historic interest.]  These  elevations  are  now  "giving 
wav  to  the  plow. 


OSES  M.  JOHNSON  is  a  middle-aged  man 
who  enjoys  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- citi- 
zens, especially  on  account  of  his  strong 
advocacy  of  equal  rights  to  the  laborer  and 
Ike  capitalist.  Through  years  of  careful  observa- 
tion, reading  and  study,  lie  has  come  to  consider 
the  financial  status  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  from  a  standpoint  of  impartiality,  and  has 
been  led  to  acknowledge  the  almost  entire  helpless- 
ness of  the  innocent  laborers.  He  is  a  leader  in 
the  farmers'  movement  in  this  county,  and  having 
begun  life  under  adverse  circumstances,  and  from 
early  manhood  having  been  brought  in  contact  with 
men  of  all  descriptions,  proclivities  and  tendencies, 
he  is  well  fitted  to  lead  his  fellows  on  to  a  higher 
sphere  of  thought  and  a  broader  outlook. 

Moses  C.  Johnson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  came  of  the  old  Green 
Mountain  stock.  He  came  to  Illinois  prior  to  1827. 
and  was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  in  Fulton  County. 
In  1831  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Fairview  Town- 
ship, being  the  third  permanent  settler  north  of 
Canton.  He  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  Wtir  as  a 
scout  and  patrolman,  being  an  experienced  hunter, 
and  an  expert  shot.  He  was  married  in  Liverpool 
Township  to  Miss  Zerilda  Willcoxen.  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  Elijah  Willcoxen,  whose  history  appears  else- 
where in  this  Album,  and  a  relative  of  the  renowned 
I  Daniel  Boone.  To  this  union  there  were  born  nine 
I  children— Charlotte.  Louisa,  Mary.  Elii.-ih  W.. 
Moses  Melville,  Deborah,  Zerilda.  America  and 
Orena  Ellen— all  but  three  still  living.  The  father 
died  when  our  subject  was  but  nine  years  of  age, 
and  his  mother  was  married  again. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  I-airview  Township  in 
August.  1840,  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  six- 
teen years  of  .age,  at  which  lime  he  rented  a  tract 
of  land  cm  shares. 


He   had    received 
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school  education.  When  eighteen  years  old,  in 
company  with  a  party  of  friends,  he  started  for 
Pike's  Peak,  leaving  the  Indian  Ford  near  London 
Mills.  April  10.  1859.  They  fell  in  with  other  out- 
fits, and  llie  cojnpany  was  finally  increased  until  it 
numbered  one  hundred  adults,  and  the  train  con- 
sisted of  twenty-two  wagons.  At  the  Big  Blue  iu 
Kansas  some  of  the  companj'  became  discouraged 
and  returned  East,  but  the  major  portion,  after 
some  discussion,  decided  to  continue  Westward  to 
the  Pacific  Coast. 

Reaching  the  Mormon  trail  at  Ft.  Kearney.  the3' 
followed  it  until  the  ninth  crossing  of  the  Sweet- 
Water,  when  they  diverged  to  the  nortiiwest,  travel- 
ing over  iinndrcds  of  miles  without  seeing  a  human 
habitation  until  they  arris'ed  at  Ft.  Walla  Walla, 
Septemljer  10.  Mr.  Johnson  had  but  fifteen  cents 
in  his  pocket,  and  was  in  debt  for  the  scanty  half 
rations  on  which  he  had  subsisted  for  weeks.  He 
at  once  hired  out  to  work  by  the  month  on  the 
Government  ranch,  and  subsequently  worked  in  the 
lumber  regions  near.  About  this  time  E.  D.  Pierce, 
the  well-known  pioueer  prospector,  conceiving  the 
idea  that  there  were  great  treasures  in  the  upper 
country  formed  a  company  of  twenty-two  men,  of 
whom  Mr.  Johnson  was  one,  and  made  an  expedi- 
tion. The  party  traveled  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  northeast  of  Walla  AValla,  crossing  the  streams 
in  Indian  canoes  and  swimming  their  horses.  The 
adventures  of  this  company,  together  witli  the  de- 
scription of  the  wonderful  scenery  of  the  country 
wliich  they  traversed,  would  fill  a  volume.  It  is 
sufficient  for  us  to  refer  to  it  as  the  first  which 
formed  a  mining  camp  north  of  California  and 
herefore  of  great  historical  importance. 

The  members  of  the  party  naturally  endured 
many  privations,  such  as  are  common  to  long  jour- 
neys through  mountainous  regions  and  far  from  the 
haunts  of  civilization,  but  notwithstanding  this 
the  journey  proved  most  interesting.  Mr.  John- 
son was  on  the  spot  where  Dr.  Spaulding  estahlished 
his  first  mission  in  1837  and  printed  the  first  news- 
paper in  the  northern  part  of  the  Pacific  Slope. 
Mr.  Johnson  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  conversing 
with  the  missionary.  The  good  man  planted  an 
orchard  of  apple  trees,  which  jNIr.  Johnson  saw  in 
full   bloom  and  wliich.  with   the  foundation  of  the 


stone  chimney,  were   the  only  things  left  of  the 
mission  after  the  massacre. 

In  mining  and  prospecting  Mr.  Johnson  spent 
four  seasons,  was  then  engaged  on  a  ranch  three 
seasons,  after  which  he  began  freighting,  carrying 
miner's  supplies  principalli'  trom  the  boat  landing 
on  the  Columbia  River  to  different  mining  camps 
in  the  upper  country,  using  pack  mules.  He  had 
many  thrilling  experiences  with  the  Indians  and 
narrowly  escaped  with  liis  life  at  different  times. 
He  looks  back  upon  hjs  experiences  in  the  West 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  satisfaction  as  a 
wonderful  school  of  actual  happenings.  After  nine 
years  of  life  in  that  country  he  sailed  from  Port- 
land to  SanP'rancisco  wliere  he  embarked  for  New 
York,  via  Panama,  finally  reaching  his  old  home, 
April  2,  1868. 

The  following  December  Mr.  Johnson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Downin.  daughter  of  J.  S. 
Downin,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  She  was  born  in  Maryland  but  came  with 
her  parents  to  Illinois  when  a  child.  She  Is  the  eld- 
est daughter  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  settled  on  a 
farm  that  the  husband  had  bought  at  the  Master  of 
Chancery  sale.  It  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  acres  on  section  7,  Fairview  Tow'nship, 
and  is  still  in  their  possession,  although  not  occu- 
pied by  them  but  rented.  In  1887  Mr.  Johnson 
removed  to  a  large  tract  belonging  to  his  father- 
in-law,  where  he  continues  to  reside.  He  has 
practiced  strict  economy  and  worked  hard  and  has 
been  reasonably  successful  in  his  life's  labors  in  a 
financial  sense.  He  believes  that  the  labor  of  this 
country  is  not  properly  recognized  and  has  vtorked 
hard  and  long  and  expended  considerable  money 
in  furthering  the  labor  cause,  and  proposes  to  work 
iu  this  direction  as  long  as  he  is  allowed  to  be  on 
earth. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  served  as  School  Trustee  and 
Highway  Commissoner,  having  been  elected  on  the 
People's  ticket.  He  is  a  strict  prohibitionist  but 
considers  the  labor  question  of  the  day  of  such 
paramount  importance  that  he  gives  his  chief  atten- 
tion to  the  support  of  the  Labor  party.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  great  Labor  Convention  which  was 
held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  3,  1890.     When 
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the  Greenback  party  made  the  labor  question  a 
National  issue  he  heartily  endorsed  their  platform 
and  in  1880  was  a  delegate  to  tiie  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Greenback  Lal)or  party  and  as  such 
helped  to  nominate  James  B.  Weaver  for  the  Presi- 
dency'. That  year  he  was  tendered  the  nomination 
for  member  of  the  Legislature  but  declined.  He 
had  been  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Sheriff  on 
the  Greenback  ticket  in  187(5  and  again  in  1878. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  given  tlie  Grange  movement 
his  earnest  support  from  its  inception  and  believes 
that  the  order  is  destined  to  effect  great  improve- 
ment in  the  enliglitcnment  of  agriculturists  and  in 
freeing  them  from  tlie  selfishness  that  mars  human 
efforts.  He  is  Master  of  Round  Top  Grange  No. 
1293.  and  has  been  since  its  revival  in  February, 
1890.  He  was  prominently  connected  with  Fair- 
view  Grange  No.  12,  tlie  first  organized  in  the 
county  and  was  a  charter  member.  In  his  farming 
operations  he  strives  to  use  intelligence,  and 
scarcely  u  j'ear  passes  but  that  he  introduces  some- 
thing new  and  of  importance  in  the  cereal  line.  He 
lias  brought  into  tlie  county  several  varieties  of 
potatoes  and  keeps  a  high  grade  of  cattle  strongly 
tinged  with  tlie  Short-liorn  blood.  In  religion,  as 
in  politics,  be  believes  in  equal  rights  and  the  care- 
ful observance  of  tiie  Golden  Rule. 


aHARLKS  LUKER,  of  the  firm  of  Hornstein, 
Bolton  &  Co.,  brick  manufacturers  and  pro- 
'  prietors  of  the  plumbing,  gas  a  nd  steam 
fitting  establishment  in  Canton,  is  a  prominent  cit- 
izen of  this  city  and  well  known  throughout  Ful- 
ton County.  He  was  born  in  Overton,  Hampshire 
County,  England,  April  23,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Maria  (Smith)  Luker.  His  father  was 
a  laborer  in  the  old  country  and,  now  in  his  eighty- 
fourtli  year  continues  to  reside  in  his  native  town. 
The  mother  died  in  188C  after  reaching  her  seventy- 
sixth  year. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  the  following  grew  to  maturity:  Anna,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Larkman,  a  resident  of  Yarmouth, 
England;  David,  an  engineer,  lives  in  Jersey  City 


Charles  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eliza  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Watts,  an  engineer  in  England; 
Lydia  and  Sarah  are  deceased.  Martha,  was  the 
wife  of  Ed.  Baxton  of  Canton,  and  died  in  1889. 
Fannie,  the  wife  of  Edward  Tanner,  lives  near 
Overton,  England. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  left  home  when  only 
nine  years  of  age,  going  to  London,  where  he  had 
a  brother  and  an  uncle,  but  where  he  su|)ported 
himself  without  receiving  assistance  from  any- 
one. He  secured  employment  upon  the  first  day 
he  arrived  in  London,  and  remained  with  his  em- 
ployer about  four  years.  At  a  later  date  he  was 
employed  with  the  Phrenix  Gas  Works,  and  re- 
mained there  for  three  years,  learning  the  gas  fit- 
ting trade.  With  this  company  he  remained  until 
he  emigrated  to  America  in  1868.  He  arrived  in 
this  country  on  .hily  7.'  and  proceeded  directly  to 
Pittsfiebl.  Prior  to  coming  to  the  Inited  States 
he  was  married  on  February  1,  1862,  at  St.  Xavier's 
Church,  Southwark,  England,  to  Maria  Preston,  a 
native  of  Devonshire,  England,  and  the  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Maria  Preston. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  horn  in  Hug- 
land,  three  children,  namely:  Charles  Henry,  Al- 
fred Ernest,  and  Anna  Elizabeth.  But  in  less  than 
two  weiks  after  their  arrival  in  Pittsburg,  the  two 
boys  died  of  scarlet  fever  and  at  the  lime  of  their 
illness,  the  parents  had  only  one  warm  friend  in 
Pittsburg.  Since  their  arrival  in  America  four 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely:  Charles 
Ernest  and  John  Henry,  who  are  both  learning 
the  cigar  business  in  Canton;  William  Horace,  who 
assists  his  father,  and  Ada  Maria."  Our  subject  re- 
mained in  Pittsburg  but  a  short  time,  and  in  1869 
removed  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  until  1H76, 
being  a  i)artner  in  the  firm  of  Dox.  Luker  4  Bro., 
in  the  plumbing  business.  Mr.  Luker  was  also 
employed  by  the  Babcock  Extinguisher  Company 
for  some  time  and  by  the  American  Metre  Com- 
pany of  Chicago.  He  first  came  to  Canton  in  the 
employ  of  A.  B.  Swift  <fe  Co.,  who  built  the  gas 
works  here,  and  has  continued  to  make  this  his 
home  up  to  the  present  writing  (1890). 

Mr.  Luker  remained  in  the  employ  of  tlie  firm 
above  mentioned  until  1881,  at  which  time  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  business  and  soon  became  the 
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leading  man  in  his  trade  in  this  city.  In  1886  he 
bought  a  third  interest  in  the  firm  of  Hornstein, 
Bolton  &  Co.,  a  concern  noted  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  fine  goods,  and  which  receives  a  liberal 
patronage  from  the  public.  Socially  he  is  a  Mason 
and  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  Chapter  at  Canton 
having  been  an  active  worker  in  this  order  and 
holding  manj'  prominent  offices.  He  deserves  an 
almost  unlimited  amount  of  praise  for  the  success 
he  has  achieved,  having  by  means  of  his  own  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  raised  himself  from  the 
position  of  a  poor  boy  to  that  of  a  wealthy  and  in- 
fluential business  man.  On  another  page  the  reader 
will  find  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Luker. 


jps^  AMUEL  TAYLOR.  A.  pleasantly  located 
^^^  farm  on  section  20,  Lee  Township,  is  the 
lil/^  base  of  the  financial  operations  of  this  gen- 
tleman, who,  in  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing is  doing  quite  an  extensive  dairy  business, 
lie  lakes  a  special  pi'ide  in  keeping  u|)  a  line  of 
very  fine  stock,  and  with  his  customary  good  judg- 
ment has  continued  the  improvements  that  were 
already  begun  on  the  place  when  he  purchased  it. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
X.  Y.,  November  28,  1842.  His  father,  J.  H.  Taj'- 
lor,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  January  4,  1805, 
and  his  mother,  Alvira  Taylor,  in  the  same  State, 
March  G,  1806.  The  worthy  couple  are  still  living, 
their  home  being  in  Lee  Township.  Our  subject 
accompanied  his  parents  hither  May  12,  1852.  He 
received  his  schooling  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
township,  acquiring  a  good  practical  knowledge  of 
the  subjects  taught,  and  in  the  intervals  of  study 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  AVar. 

Bred  to  love  his  country,  and  recognizing  her 
need  wlien  the  attempt  was  made  to  disrupt  the 
Union,  young  Taylor  enlisted  in  1862  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Second  Illinois  Infantry  and  was  en- 
rolled in  Company  D.  He  took  part  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Resaca,  marched  with  Sherman  to  the 
sea,  and  participated  with   his    regiment   in   many 


heavy  engagements  as  well  as  numerous  skirmishes. 
He  was  one  of  the  fortunate  number  who  never  had 
a  sick  daj'  while  in  the  service,  and  he  escaped  any 
serious  wound,  although  at  one  time  he  had  a  verj' 
close  call  from  a  ball  which  struck  his  leg,  but 
glanced  off.  Mr.  'i'aylor  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  at  Washington  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  at  Chicago,  June  14,  1865,  his  being  one 
of  the  first  regiments  that  was  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Taylor  returned  to  his  father's  home  and  soon 
rented  a  farm  which  he  operated  for  several  years. 
He  finally  bought  the  eighty  acres  which  is  now  his 
home  and  un  which  for  some  years  he  has  been  in- 
dustriously laboring,  reaping  a  due  reward  for  his 
efforts.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  taking  a  lively 
interest  in  politics.  He  was  the  first  Republican  to 
hold  the  office  of  Clerk  in  this  township  and  was 
elected  over  a  man  that  had  held  the  office  eighteen 
years.  Mr.  Taylor  was  Supervisor  several  years 
and  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  also 
served  as  .School  Director.  He  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker,  but  from  his  long  residence  in  the 
county  and  his  upright  life  has  become  well  known, 
honored  and  respected,  and  is  therefore  called  upon 
to  serve  his  fellow-men.  He  belongs  to  theilGrand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  his  oldest  son  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Mr.  Taylor  is  also 
iilentified  with  the  Anti  Horse-Thief  Society. 

Mr.  Taylor  established  a  home  of  his  own  Janu- 
ary 2,  1868,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Helen  Cheyney.  This  lady,  who  is  the  oldest 
of  five  daughters,  born  to  Thomas  and  Harriet 
(Cunningham)  Cheyney,  is  a  native  of  Peoria 
County.  She  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  Ma^-  3, 
1843,  grew  to  womanhood  in  her  native  county,  ac- 
quired a  good  education  and  built  up  an  estimable 
character.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  her 
mother,  who  is  still  living,  is  now  a  resident  of  Lee 
Township.  Mr.  Cheyney  died  in  Peoria  in  1853. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  living  are  Frank  L.,  Mina  A., 
Emma  R.,  Thomas  J.,  Samuel  J.,  Isaac  F.,  Effie 
H.,  and  Russell  H.  Their  second  child,  Augustus, 
who  was  born  October  18,  1870,  was  removed  from 
them  by  death  February  21,  1871. 

Mr.  Taylor  had  five  brothers  in  the  Union  army, 
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one  of  them,  Jonathan,  having  served  almost  six 
years.  Isaac  was  Ivilled  at  Gettysburg;  A.  Judson 
died  at  Memphis,  Tenn.;and  P.  Henry  and  Danford 
were  spared  to  return  to  their  home. 


jlU^ON.  SIMEON  P.  SHOPE,  of  Lewistown, 
\jfj)\  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  lUi- 
ii^^  nois,  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists 
{^)  in  the  Stale,  his  legal  attainments,  his 
reputation  as  a  judge,  and  his  higli  character  as  a 
man  and  a  citizen,  placing  him  at  tlie  head  of  his 
profession. 

Judge  Sh(>iie  was  born  in  Akion  Summit  County, 
Oliio.  His  father,  bearing  the  same  name  as  him- 
self, was  born  in  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  180.5.  He 
was  a  son  of  Jacob  Shope,  a  native  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  wlio  w.as  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
to  America  in  1804.  One  of  them  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia, anotlier  in  Maryland,  and  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject  located  in  Pennsylvania,  wliere  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  went  to  iSlississippi 
when  a  young  man,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Richmond,  a  native  of  Louisiana,  and  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  After  marriage  he  went  to 
Akron,  Ohio,  and  lived  there  two  years.  In  1837 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  just  prior  to  its  admission 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and  was  a  resident  there 
two  years  before  coming  to  Illinois.  After  his 
arrival  in  this  State  he  made  a  short  stay  at  Mar- 
seilles, and  then  opened  a  hotel  in  Ottawa.  In 
1841  Mr.  Shope  decided  to  emigrate  further  West- 
ward, and  with  his  family  started  with  a  team  and 
made  an  overland  journey  to  Cooper  County,  Mo., 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  intending  to 
make  a  home  there.  During  that  summer  his  life 
was  saddened  by  tiie  death  of  his  estimable  wife, 
and  he  no  longer  cared  to  remain  there,  and  in  tlie 
fall  of  the  year  he  returned  with  his  children  to 
Ottawa.  In  that  city  he  began  the  practice  of  law, 
remaining  there  until  1846,  when  he  went  to 
Bloomington,  where  he  opened  a  hotel.  In  1848 
he   made  another   move,  and  for  a  time  made  his 


home  in  Woodford  County  on  a  tract  of  wild  pra- 
irie land  that  he  purchased  there.  Two  years  later 
he  took  up  ills  abode  in  Metaraora,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  to  legal  pursuits.  A  few  years  later 
he  went  to  El  Paso,  and  there  his  honored  life  was 
brought  to  a  close  in  the  fall  of  1867.  He  had 
been  twice  married.  His  second  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  1844,  was  with  Adeline  Dodge,  a  na- 
tive of  Windsor,  Vt.  He  had  four  children  by  his 
first  marriage  and  five  by  the  second. 

In  his  youth  the  subject  of  this  biograph)-  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  .advanced  his  edu- 
cation as  a  student  at  Eureka  College.  After 
leaving  that  institution  he  studied  under  private 
tutelage.  When  seventeen  years  old  he  commenced 
teaching,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  begnn  the  study 
of  law  in  the  offices  of  Judges  Purple  and  Powell, 
of  Peoria.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  fall 
of  1856,  his  certificate  being  signed  by  Judge  E.  S. 
Leland  and  others,  and  he  commenced  the  practice 
of  bis  profession  in  Metamora. 

Our  subject  remained  in  the  last-mentioned  city 
until  the  spring  of  1857,  when  he  came  to  Lewis- 
town,  and  was  actively'  engaged  at  his  calling  until 
his  election  to  the  Circuit  Bench  of  the  Sixth  Judi- 
cial District  in  1877.  He  was  re-elected  the  follow- 
ing year  and  served  until  1885.  In  that  year  he 
was  selected  as  the  man  best  fitted  by  learning,  ex- 
perience and  the  possession  of  masterly  judicial 
qualities  for  the  important  office  of  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  was  elected 
to  that  position.  He  possesses  a  clear,  comprehen- 
sive, analj'tieal  mind,  which,  together  with  his 
thorough  training  and  his  retentive  memory,  he 
being  able  to  cite  case  after  case  bearing  on  any 
point  under  consideration,  renders  him  peculiarlj' 
fitted  for  the  honorable  and  useful  office  whose 
duties  he  is  so  ably  discharging.  He  is  keen  in  direct 
and  cross-examination,  takes  great  care  to  ascertain 
all  the  facts  of  a  case  before  presenting  it  to  a  jury, 
which  is  done  in  a  most  convincing  manner,  show- 
ing a  wide  research  and  a  remarkable  knowledge  of 
the  laws  of  his  native  land  and  other  countries. 

Judge  Shope  was  married  in  1«57,  to  Miss  .Sarah 
M.  Jones,  a  native  of  Lewistown.  and  a  daughter 
of  Wesley  and  Eliza  Jones.  She  was  a  woman  uf 
fine  cliaracter   and  many  pleasant    personal   attrib- 
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utes,  and  by  her  death,  January  4,  1882,  her  hus- 
band lost  a  devoted  wife  and  true  friend,  and  her 
children  a  tender  and  wise  mother.  The  Judge 
has  two  children — Clarence  W.  and  Mabel  Ra3". 

Not  only  lias  our  subject  done  good  service  tc 
the  public  in  his  judicial  capacities,  but  he  has  held 
various  other  offices  of  trust  in  town  and  county. 
He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1862, 
and  his  course  while  a  member  of  that  honorable 
body  showed  that  he  acted  from  the  sincerest  de- 
sire to  promote  the  best  interests  of  Illinois.  He 
r.asat  one  time  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors here,  and  he  has  served  as  delegate  to 
numerous  State  and  County  Conventions,  acting  in 
that  capacity  at  the  National  Convention  in  1868, 
when  Horace  Greeley  was  nominated  for  the  Presi- 
dency. Politically,  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat, 
casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Stephen  A. 
Douglas.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
Masons,  as  a  member  of  Lewistowii  Lodge,  No.  104; 
Havana  Chapter,  No.  44,  R.  A.  M.;  Damascus 
Commandery  of  Canton,  K.  T.  He  is  a  member  of 
Springfield  Order  of  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Klks;  Keneth  Lodge,  No.  146,  K.  of  P.; 
and  of  Lewistown  Camp,  M.  W.  A.  He  is  thor- 
oughly Democratic  and  simple  in  his  manners,  the 
honors  heaped  upon  him  having  in  no  way  elevated 
his  pride  or  detracted  from  his  frank,  cordial 
friendliness  in  his  intercourse  with  others. 

Ifj^  ON.  JOSEPH  H.  GARDINER  is  the  oldest 
iTjIi  resident  of  Joshua  Townsliip  and  one  of 
^^  the  oldest  of  Fulton  County.  His  father 
(^  was  Beriah  Gardiner,  and  his  mother  Eliza- 
beth (Hammond)  Gardiner,  and  both  branches  of 
the  familji-came  originally  from  England,  some  of 
the  ancestors  emigrating  from  that  country  about 
the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  "Mayflower."  Tlie 
great  grandfatlier,  Nicholas  Gardiner,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  having  settled 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  living  on  Exeter  flats.  It  was 
licre  that  the  father  of  the  subject  of  the  sketch 
was  born  November  16,  1771.  He  was  a  seafaring 
man,  and  commanded  his  own  vessel.     He  died  at 


home  on  February  12,  1853.  He  was  twice  married 
and  was  the  father  of  a  large  family. 

The  children  b}-  his  first  marriage  are:  Beriah, 
who  was  born  March  28,  1794  and  died  April  2, 
1794;  Elizabeth,  born  June  27,  1795  and  died  Oc- 
tober 17,  1837;  Nicholas  v.,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 13,  1797;  Mary  II.  who  was  born  March  9, 
1800;  Beriah,  born  March  27,  1802  and  died  Sep- 
tember 19,  1876;  Ezekiel,  born  February  6,  1804, 
and  died  September  19,  1874;  Phoebe,  horn  Febru- 
ary 25,  1806;  Deborah,  horn  January  25,  1808.  and 
died  September  30,  1863. 

The  marriage  of  Beriah  Gardiner  and  Elizabeth 
Hammond  occurred  October  25,  1808,and_the  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were,  Joseph  H.,  born 
February  22,  1811;  James  A.,  born  January  23, 
1813  and  died  December  25,  1852;  Harriet  C, 
born  March  11,  1815;  Lucy  A.,  bore  February  21, 
1817,  and  died  October  19,  1878:  Benjamin  C, 
born  September  11,  1821  and  died  October  27, 
1863;  Aldricli  B.,  born  May  25,  1826;  and  William 
W.,  born  December  15,  1828  died  August  30, 
1875.  Only  four  children  are  living  at  the  present 
writing.  Aldricli  makes  his  home  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  where  he  is  a  successful  manufacturer,  and 
his  sisters  also  reside  in  the  Kast.  The  father  and 
four  sons  were  most  successful  vessel- masters,  never 
losing  a  ship. 

Joseph  Gardiner,  whose  history  now  claims  at- 
tention, was  reared  and  educated  in  Rhode  Island 
and  there  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  Moving 
to  New  York  in  the  year  1828,  he  settled  in  Yates 
County,  in  the  central  part  of  the  State,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  that  his  home  until  he  came  West, 
and  while  there  pursued  the  above  mentioned  trade. 
He  was  married  there  in  1836  and  moved  with  his 
famil3'  to  the  West  in  the  same  year.  This  trip 
was  made  b3'  team  and  occupied  a  period  of  five 
weeks  and  three  da^^s  with  steadj'  traveling  in  order 
to  reach  Canton,  this  State.  Arriving  here  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  upon  which  he  still  lives  and 
which  for  more  than  half  a  century  has  been  his 
home.  Giving  up  his  former  trade  he  devoted  his 
time  to  cultivating  the  soil.  He  is  also  an  active 
business  man,  owning  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  culti- 
vator factorj',  a  sawmill  and  gristmill,  and  having 
besides  an  interest  in  a    mercantile  business.     Mr. 
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Gardiner  retains  many  interesting  recollections  of 
the  early  days  of  bis  life  at  this  point.  It  was  fre- 
quently necessary  for  him  to  travel  from  this  point 
to  Chicago  by  an  ox-team  witli  a  l(jad  of  grain,  the 
river  being  so  low  tliat  boats  were  unable  to  niake 
the  regular  trips,  and  tlie  necessaries  of  life  were  con- 
sequently denied  them  at  home.  He  raade.over  llOO 
on  one  of  these  long  trips  by  purchasing  dry-goods, 
groceries,  etc.,  and  selling  them  at  this  point.  Many 
times  he  shipped  his  year's  produce  on  a  flatboat 
to  St.  Louis  and  brought  back  a  year's  supply  for 
his  family  and  business.  Fortunately  for  him  the 
Black  Hawk  War  was  ended  before  iiis  arrival  in 
lliis  section  of  the  country.  Both  his  father  and 
grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionar3'  War. 
During  the  war  of  1812  the  father's  family  were 
blockaded  in  Narragansett  by  a  British  squadron 
and  an  ofl3oer  in  command  of  a  British  vessel  was  a 
kinsman  of  this  family  and  bore  the  same  name.  He 
sent  a  pass  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  .Sr.,  which  the  latter 
refused  to  use.  The  family  being  all  sailors  they 
did  not  engage  in  the  War  of   1812. 

Mr.  Gardiner  was  married  in  Yates  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  the  year  1831,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Margaret  Rawalt,  who  died  July  15,  1884, 
after  a  happy  married  life  which  extended  over  a 
period  of  fifty  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Rawalt,  who  were  early  pioneers  of 
this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardiner  reared  nine 
children,  viz:  Elizabeth,  born  August  21,  1832; 
Maria  P.,  born  August  18,  1837  ;  Nicholas  B.,  born 
October  21,  1836  and  died  August  27,  1862;  Mary 
Jane  born  December  28,  1839;  Phoebe  Ann,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1871  ;Joe  B.,  born  March  10,  1844,  and  who 
is  at  present  a  hardware  merchant  at  CaTiton,  ill.; 
John  R.,  born  March  29,  1846,  and  .at  present  a 
real  estate  man  at  Canton,  III.;  Margaret,  born 
September  24,  1878;  and  James,  born  .'September 
11,  1851.  and  who  is  a  druggist  in  Canton,  111. 

Mr.  Gardiner  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson. 
He  has  held  several  important  offlces,  and  has  time 
and  again  represented  his  community  in  the  legisla- 
ture. He  is  a  self-made  man  and  everything  to 
which  he  has  devoted  his  attention  has  proved  a 
success.  He  has  worked  liard  and  achieved  much, 
and  is  at  the  present  date  enjoying  life  to  the  fullest 
extent,  spending  his  time  at  Newport   and    other 


prominent  places  through  the  East.  He  has  pro- 
vided most  liberally  for  all  his  family,  bnt  has  at 
the  same  time  reserved  a  fortune  for  himself.  He 
has  at  all  times  and  in  all  ways  ministered  to  the 
public  good,  and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
highly  respected  men  this  county  has  ever  claimed 
as  a  resident.  Mr.  Gardiner  attends  the  Sweden- 
borgian  Church  and  has  been  a  member  of  farmer's 
societies.  It  would  be  ditHcult  in  a  brief  space  to 
mention  the  numerous  business  and  social  successes 
that  have  ever  attended  this  worthy  gentleman,  or 
to  relate  the  high  esteem  and  veneration  in  which 
he  is  held  by  neighbors,  acquaintances  and  friends 
throughout  the  county. 

John  R.  Gardiner,  son  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  taking  a  finishing  course  of 
study  in  the  school  at  Canton.  He  remained  at 
liome,  working  on  the  old  homestead  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  was  solemnized  in  the  autumn  of  1867 
in  Putman  Township,  his  bride  l)eing  Miss  .Jennie 
Putman.  Her  parents,  Harrison  and  Melinda  (Fouts) 
I'utraan,  came  to  this  county  early  in  the  '20s  and 
the  township,  when  laid  out,  was  named  in  their 
honor. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gardiner  settled  on  land 
of  his  own  in  Canton  Township,  continuing  his 
farming  operations  until  1877,  when  he  embarked 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Canton  in  connection 
with  his  brother  James,  who  is  now  a  druggist  here. 
The  business  was  continued  about  four  years,  when 
the  brothers  sold  out  and  John  began  buying  and 
shipping  stock.  He  continued  this  business  until 
1887,  since  which  time  he  has  been  loaniug  money 
\  and  attending  to  real-estate  business.  He  has  charge 
of  the  property  of  several  men  who  have  retired 
from  business  and  is  zealous  in  advancing  their  in- 
terests. In  1889  he  bought  out  a  cigar  factory  in 
which  he  had  become  inierested,  but  not  wishing  to 
continue  the  business  he  is  closing  it  out.  He  re- 
tains possession  of  his  farm,  but  rents  it  in  order 
to  give  his  mind  wholly  to  his  pursuits  in  town. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardiner  arc  excellent  representa- 
tives of  their  respective  families,  which  are  among 
the  first  in  the  county.  They  have  two  children — 
Frank  P.,  a  youth  rapidly  advancing  toward  man's 
estate,  and  Bertha  Pearl,  a  bright  little  oiiss  aged 
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eight  3'ears.  Mr.  Gardiner  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  P3'thias  in  Canton.  He  is  not  a  politician,  but 
has  served  in  the  Assessor's  offli;e  several  limes, 
always  being  nominated  without  solicitation  or  en- 
coiirngement  on  his  part.  He  was  recently  asked 
to  stand  for  the  office  but  refused.  His  activity  in 
the  business  world  is  recognized  bj^  his  associates, 
and  the  place  that  he  fills  in  business  and  social 
circles  is  a  creditable  one. 


JOHN  W.  DODDS.  This  worthy  gentleman 
is  now  numbered  among  the  agriculturists 
of  Ellisville  Township.  His  property  occu- 
pies a  fine  location,  is  supplied  with  good 
buildings,  and  is  being  otherwise  improved  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  It  has  been  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject only  since  1887,  when  he  abandoned  mercan- 
tile pursuits  on  account  of  failing  health,  believing 
liiat  an  employment  which  would  require  more 
time  in  the  open  air  woulil  be  beneficial.  The  es- 
tate whicli  he  operates  consists  of  two  liundred  and 
tliirty-five  acres  on  sections  5  and  32.  Mr.  Dodds 
also  owns  town  propertj'  in  Ellisville,  where  he 
carried  on  a  thriving  trade  as  a  merchant  for  a 
number  of  years. 

The  subject  of  tliis  biography  is  a  grandson 
of  James  Dodds,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and 
some  time  after  his  marriage  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica. He  located  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  fol- 
lowing farming.  He  finally  removed  v,o  Pittsburg, 
and  after  spending  some  time  with  a  daugliter, 
went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  a  son,  and  quite 
early  in  the  liistory  of  this  section  of  the  country 
came  to  Ellisville.  Here  lie  made  his  home  with 
a  daugliter,  Mrs.  Shearer,  until  bis  death,  which 
took  j)lace  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighly-scven 
years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  B.  Dodds, 
who  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  in 
1  798.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  in 
Pittsburg    adopted    the   occupation    of    a   school 


teacher.  After  some  professional  work  in  his  na- 
tive State  he  went  to  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  follow- 
ing the  same  occupation  there.  He  also  bought 
land  on  the  Ohio  River,  improved  two  farms  and 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  lumbering.  In  1857  he 
sold  his  Ohio  property,  and  taking  up  his  residence 
in  Ellisville,  III.,  engaged  with  his  son,  David,  in 
the  sale  of  general  merchandise.  For  five  years  he 
was  thus  occupied.  He  owned  farm  land  which 
he  rented,  remaining  in  the  town  until  his  death 
in  1882.  His  first  connection  with  a  relig.'ous 
body  was  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  he 
afterward  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school  as 
Superintendent,  etc.  Politically,  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Anna  Tucker, 
who  was  born  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  June  "2, 
1797.  Her  father,  John  Tucker,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  and  her  mother,  Sarah  (Mitchell)  Tucker, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Tucker  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  but  having  settled  in  Ohio  in  an 
undeveloped  country  overrun  by  Indians,  he  fol- 
lowed farming.  Mrs.  Anna  (Tucker)  Dodds  died 
in  1852.  She  v^as  the  mother  of  six  children,  five 
of  whom  giew  to  maturity.  Of  these  our  subject 
is  the  youngest.  The  others  are:  David  T.,  a 
speculator  at  Ridgedale,  near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.; 
William  T.,  a  hardware  dealer  in  Byron,  Ogle 
County,  this  State;  Martha  A.,  Mrs.  Moore,  who 
died  in  Ohio  when  twenty-seven  years  old,  and 
Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  Edwards,  who  died  in  Ellisville. 
The  other  child,  James  H.,  was  drowned  in  Brush 
Creek,  in  Ohio,  when  eleven  years  old  by  getting 
into  deep  water  when  crossing  on  horseback. 

The  father  of  our  subject  married  a  second  time 
and  had  three  children — Belle,  who  died  when 
twenty-four  years  old;  James,  who  died  when 
twenty- two:  and  Maggie,  now  Mrs.  Weaver,  of 
California.  William  T.  Dodds  enlisted  in  1861 
in  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry  and  was  chosen 
Captain  of  Company  C.  He  served  until  ph3sical 
disability  compelled  his   resignation  and  discharge. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  near  Ports- 
mouth. Scioto  Count}-,  Ohio,  June  7,  1836.  He  en- 
joyed but  limited  school  privileges,  attending  the 
free  .schools -during  the  winter.     lu  his  youth  he 
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rafted  down  tlie  Ohio  River  to  Cincinnati,  carrying 
tanbarli,  cordwood,  and  otlier  articles  to  the  Buck- 
eye metropolis,  where  they  would  be  sold.  In 
18.55,  when  nineteen  years  old,  he  came  by  bout 
to  Liverpool,  111.,  and  thence  made  his  way  to 
KUisville.  In  .oonnecti<jn  wiLli  Samuel  Edwards, 
he  carried  on  a  farm  until  the  fall,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  own  home,  lie  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm,  operating  it  until  November,  1856. 
In  the  meantime  hi.s  father  and  brother  had  | 
bought  their  store  at  EUisville,  and  he  returned 
thither  to  clerk  for  them. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  young 
Dodds  was  not  content  to  pursue  his  peaceful  call- 
ing .vhile  strong  right  arms  were  needed  in  his 
country's  defense.  In  August,  1861.  therefore,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Forty-seventh  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Peoria.  When 
Company  A  was  organized  he  was  elected  Second 
Lieutenant,  receiving  his  commission  August  26. 
Tlie  command  was  sent  South  to  Benton  Barracks, 
St.  Louis,  and  then  to  Jefferson  City.  Mo.  Thence 
they  went  to  Booneville,  subsequently  taking  part 
in  the  engagements  at  New  Madrid,  Tiptonville, 
Point  Pleasant  and  Farmington,  Tenn.  After  the 
latter  engagement  Mr.  Dodds  was  commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  by  reason  of  a  vacancy.  In  the 
well-known  contests  at  Corinth  and  luka  he  bore  a 
gallant  part,  as  he  did  in  the  various  campaign 
duties  which  intervened  between  the  eng.ngements 
noted.  His  health  became  so  impaired  that  he  was 
obliged  to  stay  in  his  quarters,  and  at  last  to  re- 
sign, receiving  an  honorable  discharge  in  July, 
1862. 

When  he  could  no  longer  serve  his  country  on 
the  tented  field,  Mr.  Dodds  bought  the  stock  of 
goods  of  his  father  .and  .became  a  merchant.  He 
carried  on  a  general  store  in  P^llisviUe  until  1865, 
then  removed  to  Prairie  City,McDonough  County, 
and  was  similarly  occupied  there  some  five  years. 
Returning  to  EUisville,  he  then  built  a  store  build- 
ino-  and  dealt  in  general  merchandise  and  drugs 
un'til  1887.  His  failing  health  warning  him  to 
ab-andon  his  indoor  life,  be  then  disposed  of  his 
stock  to  Norris  &  Weaver  and  located  on  the 
f.arm  which  he  had  purchased  in  1883.  The  farm- 
house   is   a  large,   comfortable    dwelling  and  the 


other  buildings  quite  in  keeping  with  it,  the  barns 
being  50x60  feet  and  well  built.  Mr.  Dodds  raises 
high  grades  of  Siiort-horu  and  Hereford  cattle, 
full-blooded  hogs  of  good  breed  and  graded  horses 
of  good  quality. 

In  Knoxville,  in  1863.  Mr.  Dodds  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  B.  IloUister,  with 
wliom  he  lived  happily  until  1875,  when  she  en- 
tered into  rest.  Mrs.  Dodds  was  born  in  Union 
Township,  this  countj%  where  her  father.  Chandler 
IloUister,  made  an  early  settlement.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  also  kept  an  hotel.  His 
daughter  was  a  school  teacher  of  excellent  reputa- 
tion. She  bore  our  subject  four  children,  two  of 
whom  still  reside  under  the  parental  roof.  All 
have  received  excellent  educational  privileges,  two 
of  the  sons  having  attended  the  University  at  Val- 
paraiso, Ind.,  the  third  son  being  a  student  at 
Lombard  University,  G.alesburg,  and  the  daugliter 
in  Byron  Seminary.  Frank  P.,  the  first-born,  is 
teaching  in  Oakey,  Logan  County,  Kan.;  Ralph 
H.  is  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Express 
Company  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Edwin  M.  and 
Susan  B.  have  not  yet  begun  their  personal  careers. 
The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
in  EUisville  in  1876.  His  companion  on  this  oc- 
casion was  Miss  Catherine  Garrison,  a  native  of  this 
county,  daughter  of  William  P.  Garrison,  a  farmer 
here.  The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Dodds  is  also  a 
native  of  this  county,  and  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Carrie  Garrison. 

Mr.  Dodds  has  filled  the  ollice  of  Supervisor  two 
terms,  has  been  Commissioner  of  Highways  and 
w.as  Township  Clerk  four  years.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees  and 
President  of  that  body.  He  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  to  the  Golden 
Gate  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Prairie  City.  In  the 
former  order  he  is  Past  Noble  of  the  lodge  at 
EUisville,  and  hsis  been  Deputy.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Grand  Array  of  the  Republic,  being  Com- 
mander of  Casper  Schleich  Post,  and  during  the 
recent  reunion  in  Milwaukee  visitc.l  that  city  as  a 
delegate.  He  is  a  true-blue  Republican,  has  fre- 
quently been  a  delegate  to  county  and  Slate  con- 
ventions and  represented  his  party 
State  conventions. 


the  last  two 
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PRANCIS  M.  HARRISON.  Among  those 
men  who  by  dint  of  natural  ability  and 
perseverance  have  commeneefl  at  the  bottom 
round  of  the  ladder  of  fortune  and  worked  their 
way  to  the  top,  we  find  Francis  M.  Harrison.  To 
such  men  the  countr3'  is  indebted  for  the  excellent 
example  set  the  youths  of  tlie  land  as  well  as  for 
the  good  results  they  have  accomplished  in  the 
communities  where  they  have  resided. 

Mr.  Harrison's  birth  occurred  in  Lewis  County, 
Kentucky,  August  9,  1828,  he  being  the  son  of 
•James  and  Sarah  (Lee)  Harrison,  both  natives  of 
the  beautiful  Blue  Grass  State.  He  passed  his 
youth  on  one  of  the  farms  in  his  native  State, 
noted  for  the  beauty  of  the  country,  and  attended 
the  old  log  schoolhouses  common  to  those  times. 
While  these  buildings  were  of  the  rudest  possible 
order,  yet  there  was  something  picturesque  about 
them  that  lingers  long  in  the  memory,  and  the 
knowledge  imparted  in  them  while  possessing  none 
of  the  advantages  of  the  present  time,  was  often- 
times the  foundation  for  a  record  of  brilliancy  in 
after  life. 

Our  subject  at  au  early  age  commenced  farming 
through  the  summer  months,  and  when  twenty  years 
old  came  to  this  place,  making  the  trip  by  way  of 
llie  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers,  on  steam- 
l)oats.  His  father  came  with  him  for  a  short  visit. 
He  worked  out  for  five  or  six  yeais,  receiving  in 
compensation  for  his  services  thirteen  dcllars  per 
month.  He  bought  a  tax-title  on  the  eighty  acres 
of  land  that  he  now  owns,  and  got  a  deed  later  on. 
The  place  was  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and  the 
country  all  around  was  as  wild  as  wild  could  be 
Deer,  wild  turkeys,  and  red  men  abounded  on 
every  side.  In  1875  Mr.  Harrison  purchased  eightj^ 
acres  across  from  his  farm,  and  thus  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  of  which 
he  has  improved  highly.  In  188.5  he  built  his 
handsome  dwelling  house,  and  has  very  nice  barns 
nnd  outbuildings. 

The  suliject  of  our  sketch  was  married  March  4, 
1852,  to  Miss  Margaret  Walker,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  but  came  with  her  parents  to  this  place 
at  an  early  age.  This  union  was  blessed  witli  six 
iliildren,  three  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  viz. : 
John  W.;  Belle  D.,  Mrs.  Kelso,  and  Sidney  W. 


Mr.  Harrison  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who 
are  brought  into  contact  with  him.  especially  is  he 
respected  for  having  so  nobly  fought  the  battle  of 
life,  gaining  for  himself  prominence  without  other 
assistance  than  his  ability  and  willingness  to  work 
well,  and  his  excellent  judgment.  He  has  held  the 
offices  of  Road  Commissioner  and  Tax  Collector, 
and  enjoys  all  the  esteem  commanded  by  men  of 
strict  integrity  and  superior  strength  of  character. 


-^r 


=1^^ 


yp^RSOX  BEARCE,  the  owner  and  occupant  of 
[||     jl  a  well-improved  farm  in   Lewistown   Town- 

^Vg/^  ship,  is  numbered  among  the  intelligent,  in- 
liustrious  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  this 
productive  county.  His  home  farm  comprises  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  upon  which  a  fine  brick 
house  has  been  erected,  together  with  a  full  line  of 
frame  barns,  granaries,  sheds,  etc.  Mr.  Bearce 
owns  another  tract  of  improved  land,  consisting  of 
eight}- acres  on  section  10,  and  a  forty-acre  tract 
on  section  4. 

Eli  A.  Bearco,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  his  father,  Josiah  Bearce,  being 
presumably  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  latter 
spent  his  last  years  in  New  York,  of  which  his  son 
had  become  a  resident.  Eli  Bearce  remained  in  his 
native  Slate  until  s  xteen  years  old,  when  he  accom- 
panied Dr.  Beecher  to  New  York,  intending  to 
study  medicine  with  that  gentleman.  On  the  death 
of  the  Doctor,  which  occurred  soon  after,  the  young 
man  abandoned  his  intention  nd  turned  his  talents 
to  account  in  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
and  farming  during  the  remainder  of  the  j'ear.  He 
was  married  in  the  Empire  State  in  1816,  and  cop- 
tinued  to  reside  there  until  1821,  when  he  deter- 
mined to  emigrate  to  the  West.  He  built  a  flatboat 
at  Olean  Point,  loaded  his  goods,  and  with  his  wife 
and  two  children  floated  down  the  Alleghany  and 
Ohio  Rivers  to  Shawneetown,  HI. 

A  forty -acre  tract  of  land  in  New  York  had  been 
traded  by  Mr.  Bearce  for  a  quarter-section  now  in- 
cluded in  Fulton  County.  His  means  were  very 
Jiraited,  however,  and  he  did  not  think  best  to  un- 
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<lcrtake  life  in  the  wilderness,  therefore  renting  a 
tract  near  Shawneetown.  he  remained  there  tiiree 
yenrs.  In  April,  1824,  he  made  his  way  to  Fulton 
County  with  a  team,  but  even  then  did  not  locate 
on  the  land  for  which  he  had  traded.  He  rented  a 
farm  near  Lewistowu,  which  at  that  time  contained 
one  store,  a  log  jail,  log  courthouse,  its  few  iniiabi- 
tants  living  in  log  houses. 

At  the  close  of  the  seasjn  Mr.  Bearce  traded  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  a  w.agon,  for  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the  village 
and  in  1825  built  a  log  I  onse  thereon,  to  which  he 
removed  his  family.  Indians  were  still  more  num- 
erous than  whites  throughout  this  section,  and  for  a 
number  of  j'ears  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other  game 
was  abundant.  There  were  no  railroads  for  niany 
years,  the  river  towns  being  the  nearest  markets. 
The  pioneer  labors  of  Mr.  Bearce  were  brought  to 
a  close  by  his  death,  February  18,  1857.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Sarah  Austin.  .She  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
Stale  and  spent  her  last  years  with  her  children.  She 
leared  seven  children,  the  second  of  whom  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice.  Hannah  mar- 
ried Jacob  Shaw ver  and  now  lives  in  Lewistown;  Lu- 
cinda  is  the  wife  of  .Jonathan  Bordner,  of  Lewistown 
Township;  Maria.who  is  now  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Moses  Bordner,  who  died  in  Lee  Township  in 
1889;  Franklin  is  now  living  near  Clarinda,  Iowa; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  .lames  Winti'rbottom,  their 
home  being  in  Kansas. 

Orson  Bearce  was  born  in  Monroe  Count3-,  N.  Y. 
April  1,  1819,  and  was  therefore  two  years  old 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Illinois.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm  in  the  development  of  which  he 
early  began  to  bear  such  a  part  as  his  strength 
would  permit.  His  studies  were  carried  on  in  the 
pioneer  schools  first  taught  in  the  log  house  with 
Its  homemade  furniture,  the  only  desk  being  a  board 
around  the  side  of  the  building,  at  wliich  the  larger 
scholars  did  their  writing.  The  facts  noted  in  re- 
gard to  his  parents'  home  and  surroundings  are 
sufficient  to  indicate  the  manner  of  life  under  which 
he  became  persevering,  industrious  and  vigorous. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old,  although  he  had  previously  begun 


the  improvement  of  a  portion  of  the  farm  which 
he  now  occupies.  His  first  purchase  was  of  eighty 
acres,  to  which  he  soon  added  forty  .acres,  the  whole 
being  heavily  timbered  when  bought  by  him.  Its 
present  beautiful  appearance  and  good  value  is  a 
standing  monument  to  the  qualities  which  he  has 
exhibited  since  boyhood. 

March  23,  1842,  Mr.  Bearce  was  united  in  mar- 
ri.age  with  Betsy  Brown,  a  native  of  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  who  passed  away  September  9,  18.52.  after  a 
comparatively  brief  wedded  life.  She  was  the 
mother  of  five  children  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Icy  Ann  married  .lonas  Evans  and  now  lives  in  Ne- 
braska; Catherine,  who  is  now  dead,  was  the  wife  of 
.John  Hunter;  Sarah  L.  married  Aaron  Orrindale, 
their  home  being  near  Bradford,  Stark  County; 
Frances  married  Henry  Ryan  and  lives  in  Lewis- 
town  Township;  Leonard  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
liearce  was  again  married,  April  .3,  1853,  his  com- 
panionon  this  occasion  being  Miss  .Jane  McNeil, 
a  native  of  Lewistown  and  a  daughter  of  one 
of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  this  county.  Her  father 
was  .John  McNeil,  a  native  of  Hillsboro,  N.  II.,  who 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Indiana,  where  he  was 
married  when  about  twenty -one  years  ohl  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  J.acob  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Young- 
man,  pioneers  of  the  Hoosier  State.  Mr.  McNeil 
after  locating  in  this  county  followed  his  trade  of 
a  carpenter  in  Lewistown,  finally  opening  a  cabinet 
shop  which  he  operated  some  years,  but  eventually 
buying  a  farm  north  of  town  and  turning  his  at- 
tention to  agriculture.  He  died  on  his  estate  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1867.  He  w.a;  originally  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  parents  of  John  McNeil  were  Daniel  and 
Martha  (Parker)  McNeil,  the  father  being  a  farmer 
in  his  native  New  England  many  3'ears.  After 
spending  some  time  in  Indiana  he  finally  became  a 
pioneer  of  this  county,  locating  near  Astoria  where 
he  continued  his  agricultural  labors  for  a  long 
period.  His  death  took  pliice  at  the  home  of  his 
son  in  Lewistown.  His  wife  was  born  in  London- 
deny,  N.  H.,  being  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Nancy  (Dickey)  Parker,  the  latter  of  whom  w.as  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Eli/.al)eth  Dickey,  who 
settled    in    Londonderry   immediately  after    their 
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emigration  in  1725.    Mrs.  Daniel  McNeil  died   on    j   ship;   Anuie,  John,  Charlie,  Jacob,  Nellie,  Frank 
the  farm  near  Astoria  when  full  of  years. 


Our  subject  and  his  present  wife  have  ten  chil- 
dren; Reuben  now  lives  in  Lewistown  Township, 
estalilished  in  a  home  of  his  own;  F^liza  is  the  wife 
of  Fianlv  Lee,  her  home  being  in  the  .same    town- 


and  two  who  ilied  in  infancy  complete  the  family 
circle.  Mr.  Bearce  was  formerly  a  Whig  but  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of  the  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  Lewistown  Lodge,  No.  104,  F. 
&  A.  M.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  univer- 
sal salvation. 
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